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THE OtrTOBEF 197 E
MF55RCHE IN BHN6KOK
S l o r y  b y  S u v a p a  K a e w s u k

Aboul two o'clock in the morning ot Oclober 6, 1976, the po ce and
rlght-wing paramilitary groups cooperatively surrounded Thammss.r uni-
verslly where 4-5,000 people gathered all nlght to protest the return ot one
ot lhe tormer diciators ousted three yea6 ea.tier by poputar uprisinq tn
October 1973, Shorlly afteNard, guntare trom personat handguns was
heard lrom tlme lo time while selt-made exptosiv€ ctivtces we.e thrown to
lh€ campus buildings ihroughod rhe nlght. I was a tensed mo.ning two
weeks after lwo acllvlsts were hanged whlle puttlng up proresring pos-
lers, and hours afier a student theater scorning the hangtng was accused
by rhe mllltary propaganda mechanlsm that th€ ptay wss 6 hanghg ot
ihe Crown Prince in efiigy. Studenls were never given th€ opporruniry to
expose lhe flaws ol the accusation,

Al 5:30 a.m. a rocket-propelled bomb was tired Into the crowct inside
Tharnmasat. That bomb signaled the beginnlng ol ths non-srop tires waF
lime weapons which lasted until about 9:00 a.m. AntFtank missites were
llred Inlo a building which by then sheltere.t a thtr.l ot lhe crowd. Outstde
lhe universily, after lhe right,wing groups had stormsd into the campus,
thsy clragged some students out. Lynching began. Two wsre tonured!
hanged and repealeclly beaten even after death on the treos enctrc ng
the huge public Eround which connects Thsmmasat wlh the crand patace

by only two minute walking distance. Chased unrtl tatting to the ground,
a lemale student was probably raped unconsctously, and torturect unril
dled. On the stre€l in front ol the Ministry ol Justice, on rhe other side
ot the ground opposite Thammasgt, three bodtes, sttve but unconsctous.
wore plled up with tires, soaked wlth gasotine, then set Into flames. Inside
the universlty, apart from rhe unknown number of casuattes by weapons,
many morewere lynched. a student leader were dragged along the soccer
lleld by a piee or clolh around hls n4k- Nearby were stx corpses taid
on the ground tor a man to hammer a piece ol wood into rheir chests.

ll was a morning in which the death by gunshots appeared to be the
mosl civilized crime. lt was Wednesday.
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