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flNl EuFtrn
The Traumatic Past

- . . .1he ugl ies l  wednesday morning was beyond our  anl ic ipat ion lhal

any human could do.  Our morals  kept  our  imaginat ion in  check.  But  real i ty

was never  k ind.  l t  remains incomprehensib le 1o many minds.  Perhaps

even that  of  the author  h imsel f .  The passage is  i rom BEMEI4BER|NGI

SILENCING THE TFIAUMATIC PAST: THE AMBIVALENCE NABBATIVES OF

THE OCTOBEFI 1976 MASSACBE lN BANGKOK. a paper by Thongchai

Winichakul ,  a  young Thai  Professor  ar  rhe Univers i ty  of  Wisconsin-

As a h is lory scholar  and a lormer student  leader,  lhongchai

confesses thal  he had a hard l ime wr i t ing rh is  paper.  The int roductory par t

o l  h is  paper c lear ly  erp la ins why-  . 'L ike many other  i raumal ic  and ugly

inc idents,  the October 1976 massacre exposes the fa i lure of  h is tory,  at  least

unr i l  now, lo  be honesr  wi th the past .  l t  s tands ours ide the l imi ts  wi th in

which h is tory can boasl  of  i ts  noble miss ion.  l r  locares in  rhe c lomain o l

re luctance and s i lence or  Thai  h is tory,  iauni ing a l l  ihe episodes o i  lhe

honorable nat ional  memory. . . .  as a student  leader who wi tnessed lhe

ki l l ing.  who was a i iested on rhal  Weclnesday morning and impr isoned for

rwo years-  For  th is  reason,  I  am indeed in the least  appropr iate posi l ion

lo wr i re about  i t  s ince I  was par l  o f  the h is lory j  yet  I  am t ry ing lo  be a

his lor ian of  i l .  In  spi re o l  rhal ,  i t  needs to be wr i t ten about  much more

ror  a l l  s ides.  L ike most  who involved,  I  p ledge no impar l ia l i ly  in  d iscussion

the mat ters of  th is  remember ingrs i lencing ot  the t raLrmat ic  past .  Indeed

th is  paper is  as much a scholar ly  research as a commemorai ive wr i t ing

l rom re.o l lec l ions,  personal  knowledge ancl  conlac is ,  and my own
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