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OCTOBER 14 REVISITED:
KITTIKACHORN SPEAKS OUT

Published on Aug 30, 2003

Family book tells dictators' side of bloody
uprising

After three decades of silence, the Kittika-chorn
family has decided to tell its version of the
October 14, 1973, pro-democracy uprising that
toppled its much-hated political regime.

"Disclosure: October 14", a book compiled by the
well-known historian Thepmontri Limpaphayom,
marks the first time that what the "dictators" -
Field Marshall Thanom Kittikachorn, his son Lt-
Colonel Narong and Narong's father-in-law Field
Marshal Prapas Charusathien - have to say
about the upheaval appears on public record.

The release of the book, set for mid-October, will
coincide with the popular revolt's 30th
anniversary, an occasion that is generating
unprecedented national reflection and
remembrance. The former strongmen and their
relatives have thus far only defended themselves
in private, and their voices are typically
submerged in pro-democracy sentiment during
the soul-searching that takes place on October
14.

Former prime minister Thanom spoke with the
media at his home this year and is adamant that
the uprising was largely the result of a political
power play, and not a response to corruption or a
dictatorship.
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ds have yet to Be included in the history &f
the October uprising.

=0 I
g Declining to discuss the book's content in detail,
Thepmontri said he perceived the three rulers as
victims of the event rather than the tyrants who
caused it, as they have been portrayed in other
books on the subject.

"After spending almost a year digging through
the facts from their side, | have concluded to
myself that they are not tyrants," said

Nation
Edl._g)catlonal j
ervices Thepmontri, who has launched several new

historical theories.

The historian has said that he has not received
any sort reward from the Kittikachorn and
Charusathien families.

"We should commemorate the 30th anniversary
of the event with a disclosure of the version of
those who were directly involved in the event, but
who are always ignored by those responsible for
the accepted history of the event," he added.

He said that all of the books dealing with October
14 had been written or compiled by the students,
who ultimately emerged from the incident as
victors. The voice of the government side, the
"dictatorial clique" in particular, has always been
excluded, he said.

Of the current histories of October 14, the
version of the noted historian Chanvit Kasetsiri is
the most incredible, said Thepmontri. For
example, Chanvit quotes a vendor who said she
was near Thammasat University on October 14
and saw Narong firing a machine-gun into a
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Since the group's return from exile a few years
after the uprising, Narong has been the most
publicly visible of the three leaders through his
involvement in local politics. Thanom has been in
virtual seclusion.

Narong agreed that the public was confused by
the information that had been made available
concerning the incident. He said he had tried
many times to ask the government to clarify the
event and make public all of the evidence held by
the Defence Ministry, but that no government

had been willing to do so.

"It is obvious that if the true facts were disclosed,
the government would have to return all of the
assets and property that were seized from me

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=2&id=19914&usrsess=1 8/29/03
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