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He criticised Marong and young histarian
Thepmontri Limphapayom for trying to change
the interpretation of the October 14 revolt fromit
being a democratic movement into a type of
conspiracy. He added that the only thing new
was Thepmontri's far-fetched conspiracy theory
that involvesthe CIA.

"Narahg has a hidden agenda in trying to
whitewash his rofte inthe past” said Charmvit,
adding that if he succeeded, he could regain
some ofthe ill-gotten wealth that was seiz ed by
the government after the so-called "Tyrant Trio"
fled into exile. "Before getting their hands an that,
they have to rewtrite history "

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
supported the recent statements by Narong and
Thepmontri, saying that it s good for the public
when people involved in the event share their
perspectives with others.

‘| don't think itis a-whitewash. For me nothing is
lost when mare information about the event is
disclosed, since it is an impottant lesson for the
country 's democracy and we all should f2arn
ahout it" he said.

Asked whether the government will include the
hew version of the uprising in school history
boaks, the premier said the matter should be
discussed later.
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OCT 14 UPRISING New book on events "twisted'

Critics doubt the credibility of a book that turns the three tyrants in
the 1973 student uprising into innocent victims of a conspiracy,
saying the author is biased and the account based on unreliable
material.

Thepmontri Limpapayom, a historian, yesterday officially released his
book, which tells the other side of the bloody pro-democracy
demonstration on Oct 14, 1973, and contradicting the long-held
belief that Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, his son Col Narong
Kittikachorn and Field Marshal Prapass Charusathira had ordered
the massacre of protesters calling for a constitution.

Mr Thepmontri holds communism and the United States government
of the time responsible for the violence.

He said yesterday communists had infiltrated the country at the time
but they were unarmed. The US, meanwhile, wanted to set up
military bases in Thailand to support its war in Vietnam. To win
permission from the Thai government it triggered trouble by supplying
weapons to communist insurgents and providing scholarships to
leading student activists.

“The US expected that the government would need to suppress
communism and so would allow US military bases and weapons into
the country," he said.
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Field Marshal Thanom, however, knew about that **hidden agenda"
s0 he fought back against the communists.

“That was why he was made out to be a tyrant," Mr Thepmontri said.

He also alleged that Seksan Prasertkul, a student leader and key
player in the massive demonstration 30 years ago and now a
Thammasat University lecturer, graduated in a PhD programme from
Cornell University with a scholarship provided by the Central
Intelligence Agency.

"The ClA gave him a scholarship because the CIA sent weapons to

http://www.thaimisc.com/freewebboard/ php/vreply.php?user=midnightuniv&topic=1053 10/15/03
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communists. That was the connection. So Mr Seksan was part of the
communist insurgency,” he said.

Mr Thepmontri said Field Marshal Thanom, Col Narong and Field
Marshal Prapass had been cleared of murder charges in the Oct 14,
1973 uprising brought against them by a victim, by an inquiry by
Chanasongkram police on Oct 28, 1976.

Col Narong was also cleared of allegations he fired at the
demonstrators from a helicopter, he said. The colonel was on that
aircraft, but no one fired even a single shot.
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Two top police officers _ Monchai Pankongcheun and Pichai
Chamnanprai _ told the inquiry three student leaders _ Thirayuth
Boonmi, Sombat Thamrongthanyawong and Saowanee Limmanon _
had condemned Mr Seksan for leading a massive number of
protesters to Chitrlada Palace and called him a communist, Mr
Thepmontri said.

Those protesters later clashed with police.

Mr Thepmontri said his book was based on classified government
documents, investigation reports and his own analysis of the political
and military situation at that time.

Col Narong, meanwhile, blamed the late Kris Sivara, then the army
chief, for the violence. He said Gen Kris detained a group of students
calling for a constitution because he wanted violence that would
topple the Thanom government so he could take over the
premiership.
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He also alleged Gen Kris asked him in 1972 to help him stage a coup
against his own father but he refused. He said Gen Kris, ACM

Dawee Chullasapya, Pol Gen Prachuab Suntarangkun, Pol Gen
Prasert Rujirawong and Lt-Gen Withoon Yasawat had planned a
coup and used student protesters as pawns.

Panumas Sivara, son of Gen Kris and director of the Army College,
said his father died in 1977 and Col Narong must stop giving him a
bad name.

"I cannot allow this ruining of the honour of my father to continue. |
want the public to consider if Col Narong is really telling the truth or
not."

Maj-Gen Panumas said it was not possible that his father would have
asked Col Narong to help him seize power from Field Marshals
Thanom and Prapass.
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"Who would ask a son to turn against his own father?"

A source close to the late Gen Kris said he suspected Col Narong's
attempt to paint Gen Kiris in a bad light was the first step towards
calling for the return of the Kittikachorn family's assets seized by the
state 30 years ago.
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Nakarin Mekirairat, dean of Thammasat University's faculty of

political science, said the 1876 police investigation was second-rate
and made at a time when old guard barons and rightwing hardiiners

had returned to power.

He also denied communist insurgents were involved in the 1973

uprising.

Prominent historian Charnwit Kasetsiri said he had just returned from
Los Angeles where a nurse who was looking for her brother that Oct

14 and a student joining the protest confirmed they clearly saw
gunshots fired from a helicopter.

He added there was a woeful lack of interest in studying the whole

truth behind the Oct 14 events.
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What really happened?

Thirty years on and the
history of the October 14,
1973 uprising is still far from
final. A political scientist
looks at the mix and match
of competing political ideas
and cultures of the time
And then the movement appeared It was beautiful
and not at al! evil It might be blurry and cbscure But
it had begun to take shape. _ Naowarat
Pongpaibool, Mere Movement

Story by VASANA CHINVARAKORN

For the past three decades, one of the most impressive pictures in
Thai history is that of a flood of humanity engulfing the Democracy
Monument on Ratchadamnoen Avenue on October 14, 1973. The
sight conveys an awe-inspiring message: how hundreds of
thousands of ordinary people could join hands together to topple the
seemingly indocmitable powers-that-be.

But on closer scrutiny, underneath the legendary mass uprising were
currents of different, even competing, streams. There were young
men and women who protested against American imperialism and
military dictatorship. There were leftists who subscribed to
neo-Marxist ideologies then in vogue in the West. A few had just
rediscovered a wealth of works by left-leaning intellectuals of the
past generation in their own homeland. Last but not least, many in
the throngs of crowds were hard-core royalists-cum-nationalists.
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' Such far-from-homogencus pictures have been a curiosity to Prajak

Kongkirti, a political scientist of Thammasat University. How did such
an unusual mix of ideological currents materialise, and converge,
given the prevalent atmosphere of political suppression, especially of
any critical ideas of dissent? To begin with, how could some of those
ideas _ the radical ideological consciousness _ seep through the
conservative fabric of Thai society, take root, and inspire young
minds to stand up and challenge the supreme authority of the time?

And did the very nature of diverse, sometimes conflicting, strands of
beliefs partly account for the short life of the mass movements?
Three years after the 1973 uprising witnessed a rise in violent
backlash against leftist activists that culminated in the bloody
massacre on the ground of Thammasat on October 6, 1976.

“The motivations behind my research were not just an academic

curiosity,” Prajak said, referring to his master's thesis titled Towards
October 14 Uprising: The Cultural Politics of Student and Intellectual
Movements under Military Dictatorship in Thailand (B.E. 2506-2516).

Page 2 of 6

ot 2 [14 9.0. 2546 , 23:57:08 U] @

2ian1u 2

“'For some reason, | have developed personal attachments to the
two October [1973 and 1976] events. Ten years ago, when | was in
Mathayom 6, a teacher assigned us students to attend the 20th
anniversary of October 14, and | saw the inaugural screening of
[historian] Charnvit [Kasetsiri]'s October 14 video documentary. | also
read works by former student activists like Thirayuth Boonmi and
Seksan Prasertkul, which inspired me to sit for an entrance exam for
the political science programme at Thammasat, instead of going into
the Faculty of Engineering as originally planned.”

True, there has been a voluminous body of boaoks, articles and
memoirs on the October 14 demonstration. And more are likely to
come _ from perpetrators, victims or just observers,

But cne intriguing element of the historic event is that it has defied
any final _ unanimously accepted _ conclusion. As historian Nithi
Eawsriwong once wrote, ' The October history is a history that will
continue to be, for years to come, debatable.”
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Prajal’s research is another piece to fill in the jigsaw, but it zooms in
on an obscure area which has until recently been neglected. Some
scholars traced a series of political and economic transformations
from the Field Marshal Sarit Thanarit regime (1958-1963) to the
Thanom-Prapas-Narong clique (1963-1973), showing how the ruling
elite were plagued by internal strife and insensitivity to grievances of
the burgecning middle class, thus providing fertile ground for the
historic protest. As well, a number of former activists penned their
recollections of the glories _ and agonies _ of the tumultuous times.

In the meantime, only a couple of passages on the events can be
found in conventional school history textbooks.

Prajak chooses to focus on the formation of what he calls the
“cultural politics” of students and intellectual leaders at the time.
Incidentally, his privileged access to Thammasat University's archives
(as a volunteer assistant there) enabled him to delve into hundreds

of news clippings, pamphlets, essays, diaries, yearbooks, as well as
novels and short steries, funeral books, theses and videos from the
'50s through the '70s period. To supplement the documentary
research, the political scientist conducted interviews with prominent
leaders or contemporaries of the time as well.
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One factor that Prajak considers to have played a pivotal role in the
political tempos of the decade leading to the October 14 uprising is

the Cold War. But this contest between two hostile camps led by the
United States and the Soviet Union, he argues, has not been given

adequate attention by past scholars.

| have found that the international political context contributed to
the shaping of military dictatorship at the time. The military leaders
claimed their legitimacy by citing a need to defend the country from
the dangers of communists, that it was something that couldn't be
achieved by a more democratic regime.

“The Thai state was at the same time very sensitive to changes in
the international arena, but they couldn't adjust to the rapid
development quickly enough. For example, the 1971 coup d'etat
[staged by the Thanom-Prapas clique "against itself, and which
nullified the constitution] was, | believe, in part a consequence of
President Nixon's visit to China. All of a sudden, Thailand's greatest
ally turned to shake hands with a country that the government had
long portrayed as the enemy."

lnu 5[15 m.m. 2546 , 00:07:39 U ] @

DanIu 5

For one thing, the decades-long Cold War allowed both the Sarit and
Thanom regimes to consolidate their power: America's huge military
aid, and subsequently construction of airbases on Thailand's
territories, were deemed an indispensable part of the defense of the
national sovereignty.

A series of propaganda projects were orchestrated by the state.
State-run radio and TV stations repeatedly warned how Thailand was
at risk of succumbing to communist expansion from her Indochinese
neighbours. Magazines, cartoons, and documentaries produced by
the officials in collaboration with the United States Information
Services depicted gruesome lives in the communist countries in
comparison to celebration of freedom in Thailand and the US.

Thus fermed the state's version of nationalism. In this narrative, the
country's goal was to preserve freedom and sovereignty. Therefore, a
military government was necessary, as was the presence of
American military occupation, which at the height of the Vietnam

War, stood at as many as 48,000 officers. The country's foes were
communist nations like China, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Thai
nationals who subscribed to communism were labelled betrayers.

lne 6 [15 m.A. 2546 , 00:08:16 u.] @
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Interestingly, Prajak finds a lot of similarities in the nationalistic
discourse produced by the students and intellectual camp _ but this
time with a switch in labels.

The national objective remained the same, but here it was the military
regime itself that did the country the biggest disservice, exposing her
to an imperial power, the ultimate enemy through its unofficial
complicity in the Indochina War. Thus it became a task of students
and activists to lead the public to expel the US-Thai military cronies
and establish relations with “*real" friends: Thailand's next-door
neighbours and other "neutral" nations.
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The emergence of this alternative nationalism did not come
overnight, however. Prajak ploughed through piles of classified and
other documents which reveal a long series of systemic censorship
committed by the Thai state. The media at the time also bought into
the government's propaganda, believing that any expose that
contradicted the official versions might compromise national
interests. Ironically, it was the flow of news from the Western world,
notably from the US itself, that woke the Thai public to what had
been going on right in their own homeland.

Page 4 of 6
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The US Congressional

Hearings, spearheaded by Senator William Fulbright, and the
subsequent leak of a secret document called The Pentagon Papers,
caused a wide ripple of sensation well beyond the American borders.

The “"American effects” were not limited to revelation of **facts".
Another irony raised by Prajak was how the very formulation of " new
left” ideologies _ that the Thai military government had a deep
disgust for _ was an American import as well.

"This period of American presence was a time when the Western
country exerted a broad and profound influence in Thai society _
much more than we usually gave credit to," said the academic. " And
it was not only in terms of political and military policies, or the
fast-growth economic changes. The US contributed to the

intellectual awakening of students and intellectuals _ a growing force
outside the bureaucracy. One ironic twist in the history was how the
"New Leftism' imported from the US prompted the Thai intellectuals
to criticise sharply the conduct of the American government.”

nu 7 [15 m.A. 2546 , 00:10:30 U] E
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This does not mean that the critical culture was the norm of those
days, however. Thai universities in the sixties were _ as they are now
_ suffering from a syndrome of political apathy. The majority of young
men and women were preoccupied with getting a degree, sports
matches, ballroom dances, romantic fancies. The syndrome was
dubbed pejoratively as the “age of breeze and sunshine" (yook
sailom saeng-daed).

But over time there emerged small groups of progressive-minded
students, a few of whom had rural or underprivileged backgrounds.
There were also young intellectuals who had been exposed to the
world _ and the more liberal and critical media _ outside Thailand.
Despite, or perhaps because of, the state's tight control on the flow
of information, this educated segment of society managed to form
an informal network of writers and readers. They produced, shared,
promoted and circulated alternative publications among themselves.
Prajak calls this phenomenon an emergence of a * network of
discourses".

ot continue [15 o1.@. 2546 , 00:11:22 u.] &
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“The term "discourse’ does not only concern linguistic matters," he
explains. "’ Language is only a vehicle to express, and control ideas.
When | say "discourse’, | mean something very powerful in a subtle
and pervasive way, like ideas that have been sanctified by the
establishment. Importantly, those who have been influenced by one
or more discourses may be unconscious of that very influence."
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While the ruling elite relied on their military prowess, ideas and
ideologies became a main arsenal for the university students and
intellectuals. Among the pioneers were the Social Science Review,
under the helm of Sulak Sivaraksa and later Suchart Sawassi. But
there were a myriad of other periodicals worthy of note.

The new ""culture” popular among the young and
progressive-minded generation, Prajak said, was that of publishing
“one-baht journals” and selling them at the universities' front gates,
thus avoiding a legal requirement to register with the state authority.

Prajak observes a curiously eclectic nature of various discourses that
appeared in these alternative media. One famous booklet titled
White Peril (phai-khao) produced by Thammasat students, for
example, contained translations by Bertrand Russell and Noam
Chomsky as well as a reprint of a critique of imperialism by Manee
Suthawan dating back to 1957.

Page 5 of 6
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The last article was part of a rediscovery of indigenous leftist works
suppressed since Field Marshal Sarit took power in 1958. The
decade leading up to 1973 witnessed a reproduction, though in a
clandestine manner, of essays, novels, and short stories by Jit
Phumisak, Lao Khamhom, Kularb Saipradit, Seni Saowaphong, Supa
Sirimanont and so on. The attempts by the Sarit regime to subdue
these intellectuals had only a transitory effect. Students sought out
those works from the used book markets, old publishing houses,
libraries and personal contacts. In certain cases, members of the
communist party supplied the rare materials themselves.

“"These works from the past were like a treasure of cultural-political
gems," the researcher notes. ““They were in smaller circulation
compared to imported works, but being already in the Thai language,
they provided convenient tools to analyse the society.

A proliferation of socialist ideas during the three-year interlude
since the 1973 uprising was not a coincidence or a later add-on. The
'seeds’ had already been planted, along with other ideas, before the
historic event."
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Of the various contesting " discourses", for both the state and
student sides, perhaps the most prevalent _ and effective _ revolved
around the monarchy as an institution. Prajak discerns how up until
the year 1973 the monarch demonstrated a close affinity with
university students, holding a series of annual speeches to these
future leaders of the country. Moreover, some of those who revived
the Thai leftist works of the past generation were, Prajak adds, the
very same individuals who espoused the monarchy as far-sighted,
democratic leaders. In particular, King Rama V and King Rama ViII
were cast as those who steered the country from the grip of colonial
(imperial) power as well as fought for the freedom of the people. This
strategy was most evident in the selection of Rama Vli's
well-publicised speech following his abdication from the throne to be
printed on the cover of student leaflets demanding the Thanom
regime resume a passage of the constitution.

It was this very leaflet, distributed on October 6, 1973, that prompted
the military dictatorship to arrest some of the student leaders
followed by mobilisation of protesters _ and the rest is history.

Once the drum had been boldly beaten

oo continue [15 a1.@. 2546 , 00:13:30 1.]
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It was known that another chance

had arrived

Once the gun had been fired in the realm
It was known that the people would fight
for victory.

What is the use of looking back into the past _ does it help us to
confront the present better? Prajak has no ready-made answer.
There are several similarities, he says, between the authoritarian
regime of three decades ago and of the present time. The ruling
establishment, then as now, tried its best fo control, and tame, its
citizens. Before it was done in the name of national security; today it
is for the sake of economic prosperity.

“Political factors may have changed. But the absolute nature
remains more or less the same. | am not completely pessimistic,
though. As a historian, one has to look at the long term. See what
happened during the Sarit regime _ then it was a complete Dark
Age. It took a whole decade before an awakening took place. The
October 14 uprising showed how the young people had more power,
more potential, than people might see. So maybe there will be some
who are not just contented with their roles as passive citizens and
consumers. There may be some who will eventually make a decision
to stand up."
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