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Date: 3/10/97 Publication: The Nation Section: Local

Emotional Anand recalls uprisings of 1976, 1992

FORMER prime minister Anand Panyarachun wept yesterday during a political
discussion at Thammasat University when he mentioned former Thammasat rector
Puey Ungphakorn, who was once accused along with Anand of being a communist.

The seminar was held to mark the pro-democracy uprising in May 1992, when
demonstrators against non-elected prime minister Suchinda Kraprayoon were fired on
by soldiers deployed to crush the rallies.

Anand described Puey, also a former governor of the Bank of Thailand, as a good and
innocent man. He said Puey, who was Thammasat rector in 1976, warned him to
beware a few months before they were both accused of being communists.

Puey subsequently fled to England after ultra-right groups stormed into Thammasat on
Oct 6, 1976, and brutally killed pro-democracy students who were accused of being
communists. He still lives there.

Anand had to pause for a moment at this point, and wiped away his tears before going
on to talk about the Oct 6 crackdown, during which many students were beaten to
death, burned on pyres of tyres, or hanged by the ultra-rightwing hardliners.

Asked by relatives of those killed during the May 1992 bloodshed to compare the two
events, Anand said the Oct 6 crackdown was much more brutal. "The May bloodshed
was not planned in advance. It was less brutal than the Oct 6 crackdown. Then they
had planned in advance to kill students brutally," Anand said. "l think the crackdown
during the May bloodshed stemmed from mistakes, like mistakes on the part of
intelligence agencies or in coordination between agencies. But | cannot confirm my
theory 100 per cent."

Anand heads the drafting committee of the Constitution Drafting Assembly, which has
approved the outlines of the three chapters of the proposed new constitution.

Initially, Anand's committee planned to leave it open for the people to decide whether
the prime minister could be a non-MP. But following much criticism, Anand agreed to
rule out a non-MP from becoming the prime minister.

During yesterday's seminar, Anand said public emotions play a major role in establishing
principles when dealing with the post of prime minister. "When Suchinda became prime
minister, the people did not want him so they declared in principle that the prime
minister must be elected, saying it was the democratic way," Anand said.

"But when | became prime minister [in an interim government following the May

bloodshed], the people accepted me. At that time the people were in a mood to accept,
so they forgot the principle they had just called for."
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