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§ime changes people, and-often,

their thoughts as well.

Eighteen years after the Oct‘ .
6, 1976 massacre of leftist’

‘ students, the people of Thailand
- don’t seem to want to talk any more about
being leftists or rightists.

There are quite a lot of people who' i
. believe ‘that the bloodshed .is ‘a painful -

expenence which' stiould be ‘buried . and
A .famous female ' novelist,

" . known as a prominent membet-of-the right'.
wing'in the past, refused to talk about the
) hlslonca[ .event, saying lt was in the past g
and mentioning it would just stlr up trouble :

forgotten.

But can’t wé leam some constructive
lessons from the past? The four people wha

gave interviews to Focus didn’t.think so. "
These people, who once stood on opposite”

sides of the political spectrum, said they

have made peace with the past and are now |38

looking to the future.

**It was like a strong wind b]owmg on’

the ocean at that time,”* said political
scientist Dr Kasian Tejapira, referring to
the influence of Marxism on his ‘political
views during his younger days."

direction.’’
Like thousands ef young people at that
time, Kasnan then a second year student of

Thammasat University, fled the govem-. [,
-ment’s prosccution -of communists and’

went into hiding in the forést. He spent four
years with the "‘now- dcf‘unct Communist
-Party of Thailand (CPT). '

“We camnot say we were 100 per cent
correct in the past! Lookmg back, I sce
some m:stakes some' mlsconcept:ons and

some misunderstandings in my life," he

said.
**As T've gained more cxpenence, I've
learned to distance myself from Marxism. I

.now regard Marxism as one of many

valuable sources of knowledge. It was one

of the many mutual experiences of man-

kind. Now, Karl Marx has become my
friend, not my master anymore,"" he said.
“‘One good thing about the collapse of
-CPT .and Soviet socialism is that we gan
now adopt a broader meaning. of leftists.
Now, we can think of the word left without
necessarily being a Marxist or a commu-
nist. Although communism has collapsed

poor. peoplé in this world. If there are
people who care for the poor, and who call
‘themselves leftists, so what?”’ Kasian
remarked, adding that these days he prefers
the term ““neo-leftist’’,

*The’
regional and global political trend at that
" time was so powerful. We [leftist students]
were'like little boats blown by a’strong -
wind. In such a situation, it was understand- -
able that a boat movcd in_that partlcular'_

' NATIONPHOTOS/EKKARAT SUKPETCH

Dr Kasian Tejaplra

Dr Cholthira Satyawadhna, who spent
eight years in the forest working for CPT,
refused to label herself as .a Marxist or a
leftist.

“I’'m just an individual with a critical
mind. For me, Marxism is like many other
schools of thoughts. The ideology has some
advantages as well as limitations.”

Cholthira, now director of the Interna-

_tional Affairs Office of Rangsit University,
and Karl Marx was dumped, there are still -

was an avant-garde literature lecturer and

.critic when the Oct é incident occurred.
. She went into exile one month after the

incident and'was a leading member of CPT

-until she was arrested afler retuming to

Bangkok in 1984,

Dr Samchal Rakwiljit

Meanwhile, a former rightist said that
during the historical crisis, extremists
polarized the Thai people,

*I think most Thai people, during the
communism crisis, were not really commit-
ted entirely to the left or right wing,” said
Dr Somchai Rakwijit, hn academic who.
played a significant role in drawing up the
nation’s anti-communism policies at a time
when fear of the 1dcology was at its peak.

*“Left and right wing, communist and

- anti-communist — these were two extreme

poles constructed by some very clever
people. Fundamentally, Thai people are not
extremists. We would rather’ compromise
than fight.” .



ald: }-Tharor E
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. ‘otéurred during tha tenure of Frim
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_ Concerning his past anti-communist

aclivities, Somchai said, ‘“When I returned -

from the United States in 1966, T believed
that a country’s political problems could be
solved through the application of scientific
knowledge. I have studied well enough to
know that communism is oppressive.
That's why I decided to cooperate with the
government in an attempt to put an end to
the doctrine.”’ r

" Somchai spent aine years, 1966 to 1975,
conducting anti-communism research work.
His research project was funded by the US
and Thai govemments. He cventually quit

working for the government in 1981, and -

has kept a low political profile since then.
*] used to believe that accurate and
complete knowledge of social situations
would help authoritative bodies solve
people’s problems. T am an academic by
profession. T thought that the government,
when relieved of the problem of commu-
nism, would devote themselves to servmg
the people.”
To his disappoiniment, Somchai found
out that the lust for power was endless.
¢« After the Oct 1976 incident, [ started to
learn for the first time in my life that
knowledge, no matter how accurate or
perfect it is, will not be -used by
authoritative bodies unless it serves to
maintain their power. No maiter how many
people were killed, the root causes of our
country's problems have never been solved.
- Communism has died away, but new social
symptoms will oceur,”’
What are the appropriate social and
political trends for Thai society then?

“The political barriers in our society
have grown more complicated. It is not just
the simple division between the left and
right that we are facing,’” said Kasian.

*In this situation, many people think we
shouldn’t talk any more about being leftists
and rightists. But | think about things in the
exact opposite way.

“Why shouldn't we keep thmkmg about
the division between leftists and rightists as
one of the many complicated barriers in our
society. ‘Thai society should be mature
enough to allow for a diversity of sociat
and political concepts.”’

According to Kasian, one thing we can
learn from the October uprising is that a
rigid structure of authoritative power,
which: does not allow for any other
alternatives, is ‘indeed the root cause of
violence.

He pointed. out that staté power has
proved to be ineffective in solving various
problems. And since the Parliament is not
as reliable as it should be, an optional

T

01 See MARXISM, Page C2



Marxism has given way
to ‘cruel capitalism’

[ Continned from Page C1

system should be sct up through
which national problems. could
be solved peacefully apart from
Parliament. Kasian said- politi-
cal power should be truly
shared by the people affected
by national policy. The people
should be able to take part in
the decision-making process, he
said. -

Many of Kasian’s opinions
were echoed by Gen Saiyud
Kerdphol, the former supreme
commander of the Thai Armed
Forces and, of coursc, a former
member of the right wing,

Saiyud now says the commu-
nists were ordinary people who
wanted to fight against corrup-
tion and social injustice. With
no other alternatives available
at that time, these people turned
to communism. And without
the anti-communism  crisis,
nothing would have probably
changed at all in the way the
government ruled.

As for solutions to the many
chronic problems in our country
— such as election fraud and
environmental crises — Saiyud,
who is a committee member of
the newly-established Commit-
tee for the Development of
Democracy, believed a neutral
political organization must be
established to allow for full
public participation in politics.

“There has never been such
a neutral orggnization in our
country,”” he said. *'I think this
would be the correct way to
bring true democracy to the

people.”
Meanwhile, Somchai . said
‘cruel capitalism’™  was to

blame for many social problems
in Thailand. '

““We have come 1o the point
of selling women for the eco-.
nomic prosperity of the country.
A true democracy would not
allow the growth of such irre-
sponsible capitalism. Actually,
it is this type of irresponsible

capitalism that Karl Marx useds

to critici_z;. A
“T used to read Lord Bid-~
dha's teaching about the' three-

| types of political reginies in the.
world: atta dhipatei [¢ Temacy’;
of one leader]; chana .hipu..d

[supremacy of one’s -groupl;
and dharma d\:iputal,” -prema-

!| | ¢y of Dharma or righteou$ness]. :

‘According to Lord Buiddha, the®

'|*| 1ast of these three regimes is the -
1 best. 1" didn’t believe this at

first, thinking the ideology was

not practical,’” he admitted.
Somchai’s political experi-

ences have alse caused him-to

look to Buddha for inspiration

and solutions. *‘During the past
eight or nine years, I have come’t
to believe that a social and !
cultural revelution is necessary |
to solve social problems at their |
roots. Social values must be |
changed so that our country is
governed by Dharma, ':

.

Priority must be given, in .
national development schemes,:

to the 70 per cent of theid
country’s population that. is?
poor.’* i

With no hope to bring :
changes to the present bureau- -
cratic system, the former anti-
communist  academic said
young people should organize
now to prepare. themselves to
take the place of corrupt politi-
cians of the older generation.

Cholthira was optimistic
about the current social situa-
tion in Thailand,

*‘Now that centralized orga-
nizations have proven to be
failures, people are doing things
on their own. There is a greater
number of liberal non-govem-
mental organizations, as well as
individuals with good inten-
tions, who are working to
improve our society. .

“The situation has changed.
It sounds obsolete to talk about
radical revolutions these days,"”
remarked the academic who
now runs an educational toy
shop in Thailand’s biggest de-
partment store.

**As time passes and ‘social
conditions have changed, Marx-
ism cannot provide answers to
all of our problems. It is the
duty of the new generation to
seck out new explanations and
ne.s understandings of the
world.

. “‘Since we {the former practi-
tioners of Murxism] can no
loager use the same old meth-
ods [of radical revolution] to
b;iq'g'.,‘.ghange to society, we
hav,
ods

Cholthira said.

DTARE I R : : .
e ?K:WP.'have had jrainful expe-
riences. An. in order to uphold
‘our pt'de, we need to contribute

refair 1tc ociet T eh to-
01 mankiid «2aches us that

l{uma \s have never béen com- .'
pletei de.zated, But to be able" .
to;win the fight in this global-.

ized cra, we need wisdom .to

cope. with -~ the. ~ inevitable

changes."’

T e T AL Lt

eifpathink of optional meth- - .
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