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PM comes under fire over army pension for Narong

The Nation

PRO-DEMOCRACY groups yesterday condemned Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh's decision to
revoke a Defence Ministry order and pay a military pension to Col Narong Kittikachorn, who was
punished for his leading role in the bloodshed of Oct 14, 1973,

Chavalit amended the Defence Ministry order a month after he tock office in November.

ACM Thawee Chullasub, who was then defence minister, in November 1973 ordered Narong's dismissal
for disobeying his superior's instructions.

Narong was transferred to the reserves, who do not receive a military pension, and his assets confiscated.

Suriyan Thongnu-iad, secretary-general of the Students Federation of Thailand, yesterday condemned
Chavalit for his decision.

The prime minister had abused his authority by amending the ministry's order and protecting a "tyrant"
who had killed innocent people who-helped bring democracy to the country, he said.

Chavalit had also tried to distort history with his shameful order to honour a tyrant, he said.

Suriyan said Chavalit was tarnishing the image of the military, which had developed a democratic role by
not interfering in politics. He urged the military not to defend Chavalit's action.

The federation urged Chavalit to review and cancel his order.

No other democratic leader in the world would reward a tyrant who killed innocent people with a military
pension, only dictators who dared to offend public feeling and honour their own people, Suriyan said.

The chairman of the Confederation for Democracy Weng Tochirakan said Chavalit had acted against
public feeling, since history recorded that Narong was guilty for his role on Oct 14,

Weng said Narong had damaged the country's reputation on many occasions by abusing his power. This
included destroying a police box in Bang Khen and hunting wildlife in Thung Yai Naresuan National
Park.

"Narong abused his power by using state equipment for such activities, just to show off, to satisfy his ego,
and in the process defamed the military institution,” Weng said.

Pipop Thongchai, secretary-general of the Campaign for Popular Democracy, said Chavalit had no right
to make such a judgement. He must prove Narong's innocence through the justice system.

1of3 3/31/97 2:10 AM



LOCAL al2 http://www.nationgroup.com/nation/nation/al2.hitml

20of3

He said Chavalit acted in favour of Narong without any investigation of whether the air chief marshal's
order to punish Narong was justified.

The public had no doubt Narong ordered the shooting of pro-democracy students on Oct 14, but Chavalit
had cancelled the order as if Narong had proven his innocence, he alleged.

"Chavalit confuses us about his position, whether he stands with the people or the old power," he said.

Pipop said there was also a possibility that Narong would ask Chavalit for the return of his seized assets,
as he had tried to do in the past.

If Chavalit wanted to help his old comrades, he should do it transparently by ordering an investigation of
the military men who were involved in the tragedy and allow a court to decide, he suggested.

"Chavalit just did it to help his people and does not care about the feelings of the people who lost their
loved ones and those who sacrificed their lives in the fight for a new constitution," he said.

Chiranan Pitrapreecha, a student leader during the October 1973 demonstration, said she was willing to
fight Chavalit's order to review Narong's dismissal.

“The prime minister must explain why he made the decision and what went on behind the scenes," she
said,

Orissa Irawanwat, a student in 1973, said Chavalit's decision was a slap in the face for Thawee, who
issued the original order, and the public.

"Chavalit has declared Narong innocent. I feel terrible about his decision,” he said.

Narong, 64, is the eldest son of former prime minister Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn and is
son-in-law of former Field Marshal Prapas Charusatien.

The trio came to power after Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat passed away in 1963.

In 1973 the Thanom government ordered the arrest of 13 pro-democracy leaders, resulting in a mass
protest and then tragic bloodshed which left 73 demonstrators dead and 86 injured between Oct 14 and
16.

Narong is believed to have ordered the violent suppression of the students. He is believed to have ordered
troops to open fire while flying in a helicopter above the demonstrators-on Pan Fa bridge.

The trio left the country on Oct 16 and their assets were subsequently seized.

After the bloody Oct 6, 1976, suppression of democracy, Narong and the others returned to the country.
Their attempts to have their seized assets returned have always failed.

... Narong entered politics by standing for a seat in the House of Representatives. He was elected.a.Chat .

Thai MP for Ayutthaya in 1983 and again in 1986 and 1988 under the banner of the Seree Niyom Party,
which he founded.
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LOCAL al2 hitpr/fwwww.nationgroup.com/nation/nation/al 2. html

v
3

He contested unsuccessfully in 1992 for the Prachakorn Thai Party and has not stood again.
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PM defends decision on Narong's pension

Pressure mounts, NAP to discuss issue today
POLITICAL DESK

PRIME Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh yesterday defended his decision to revive a military pension for
Col Narong Kittikachorn, the infamous son of former dictator Thanom Kittikachorn, despite growing
opposition from several groups including New Aspiration Party (NAP) members.

As the controversy threatened to escalate into a big political storm, Chavalit maintained that Narong, who
was believed to be directly involved in the killing of protesters during the October 1973 anti-Thanom
uprising, has over the past decade embraced democracy by running successfully in elections. "A
64-year-old man like him deserves a Bt3,700 monthly pension," the prime minister said.

But outcries from the public, academics, media, activists and politicians could force him to reverse his
decision. Pressure will also come from several NAP members who are expected to raise the issue with
him at a party meeting today.

In November 1973, following the downfall of the Thanom regime, then defence minister ACM Thawee
Chullasub ordered Narong's dismissal for disobeying his superior's instructions. Narong, who had been on
his way to becoming a fearsome new strongman, was transferred to the reserves, his right to a pension
revoked and his assets confiscated.

Chavalit insisted that Narong was a changed man, and that his three election victories proved that he was
regaining public faith. But the prime minister was lambasted by critics yesterday for ignoring people's
feelings and setting a bad political standard.

"Once he has signed that order, Gen Chavalit is in effect telling the public that what Col Narong did in the
past was all right," said Veng Tochirakarn, chairman of the Confederation for Democracy.

Chavalit's much-publicised pledge to create a fair and just political system - a Thai version of the
spare-nobody punishment that former South Korean president Chun Doo-hwan faced - was widely
ridiculed yesterday.

"What Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachom, Field Marshal Prapass Charusathiara and Col Narong did
during their reign was worse than what Chun Doo-hwan did," said former student leader Theerayuth
Boonmee, who spearheaded the popular uprising that toppled the notorious "tyrannical trio" who
temporarily fled the country.

"What Gen Chavalit has done only proves that he can't be a democratic soldier. Having spoken just
recently about punishing Thailand's *Chun Doo-hwans', he ends up demonstrating this nepotistic mentality
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that soldiers can do no wrong."

In his appeal, Narong claimed he has "insufficient income". Chavalit signed his controversial order on Dec
30 last year in his capacity as defence minister after Narong's petition had been processed through the
Army, the Supreme Command, the Judge Advocate General's Department and the Defence Ministry.
Narong was never prosecuted in connection with the Oct 14 bloodbath and he persistently denied
allegations that he had fired a machine-gun from a helicopter into scattering protesters during the
violence.

"I'm the prime minister and I have the duty to uphold the law and give justice to all people,” Chavalit said.

"I'm open to public-opinien. If anyone thinks what I have done is not appropriate, if anyone is unhappy,
they can always come and talk to me. Every decision that I make is based on principle."

NAP spokesman Premsak Piayura said several NAP Cabinet members were feeling uneasy about the
Narong issue. "A lot of party members are concerned that the NAP will be misunderstood by the public,
who do-not-want to see Oct 14 fade into an insignificant detail of history," Premsak said.

He and another NAP member, Vitthaya Poolaochang, said Chavalit would be confronted with the issue at
an NAP-meeting today. Premsak said-he did not know if Chavalit was "blurred" when -he signed the-order.

The NAP's working group on political activities, led by PM's Office Minister Chingchai Mongkoltham,
met for three hours yesterday. A source said the 23 group members agreed to jointly ask Chavalit-to
reverse his decision.

Gen Siri Tiwaphan, secretary to the defence minister, dismissed the possibility of similar renewed
retirement benefits-for Thanom-and Prapass, saying Narong "is the last case". Earlier, a-military source
closé to Chavalit claimed the military is ready to process similar petitions by Thanom and Prapass.

The Assembly.of the Poor, which.is leading.a prolonged protest near -Government House to-highlight
problems of rural people, denounced Chavalit's "quick moves" when it came to the "problems of the rich"
and his "slow" response to the plight of the poor.

In a statement, the forum demanded Chavalit immediately revoke his order and put the Oct 14 uprising
"in the clearest context" in school.and university-curriculums.

"The sacrifice of students who took part in the uprising has led us to a better society in which there is
more social liberty and the establishment -of grassroots organisations," it said.

A few NAP members were political activists during the turbulent 1970s. One of them, Deputy Science
Minister Adisorn Piengket, declined to criticise Chavalit-yesterday but said he would never forget the-Oct
14 event. "People of my generation can never forget the killing of Thai people by Thai soldiers who
followed the-orders of government. leaders including Col Narong," Adisorn said.

The opposition Democrat Party said Chavalit may be trying to "test the water” before taking on the more
sensitive-issue of the three strongmen's seized -assets. The-Chat Thai Party warned that Chavalit should

revoke-his order-before-people-take-to-the-streets:

RETURN
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COMMENT/SONNY INBARAJ
PM’'s seif-denial bodes il for Thailand

It seems that leaders in Thailand have problems with their memories. Foes can become friends and
vice-versa, just overnight. Those who have committed gross atrocities against Thais can be forgiven,
without any measure of guilt.

It is quite common in this country for previous dictators to walk the streets of Bangkok and grace the
social pages of glossy magazines. Those who have killed without compunction, tottering along a thin line
between animal and human behaviour, are now embraced by Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh.
Certainly, this is taking the Buddhist notion of compassion and forgiveness a bit too far.

So why is Chavalit fuming after coming under heavy fire from pro-democracy groups on Sunday for
grantjng a pension to Colonel Narong Kittikachorn, who was dismissed from the Armed Forces for his
role in the bloody suppression of pro-democracy protesters in the Oct 14, 1973, uprising?

The prime minister meant to keep it a secret but it was leaked to the press, thus sparking the uproar.
Confederation for Democracy Chairman Weng Tochirakarn said Chavalit's decision to approve the
pension was incomprehensible.

"The prime minister must review his decision to avoid hurting the public since his approval of the pension
for Col Narong was tantamount to justifying the bad deeds committed by the military forces in the past.
The people who protested during the Oct 14 uprising had come out to oppose the dictatorial regime of
which Col Narong was part of," he said.

We fully agree with Weng's comments for the facts will speak for themselves.

Col Narong was removed from the service afer an investigation into the Oct 14 events proved allegations
that he had fired an M-60 machine-gun from an army helicopter at students during the protest. He was
then forced to leave the country with his father, Field Marshal Thanom and Field Marshal Prapas
Charusatien - whose regime the people were fighting against.

Col Narong then applied for reinstatement in the military after his return to Thailand in 1988, That
request was turned down and he then demanded a pension.

Chavalit's decision to grant Col Narong's demand sets a-dangerous precedent in the country, If
perpetrators of gross human rights abuses can get away scot-free, what is to prevent them from
committing the same heinous acts again?

lof2

With the wounds of May 1992 yet to heal and the self-denial of the government that there were close to
100 Thais who went missing, when the military operned fire, Chavalit's decision is ill-timed and very
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poorly executed.

It is indeed sad that the country's leaders in the post-May 1992 era have been immune to every stirring of
conscience. The lessons of the country's violent history are repelled or simply denied. It seems the moral
demands made by the people are simply beyond the scope of action of any politician who comes into
power as prime minister. This is dangerous because here lies the seeds of brutalisation, which may
escalate to raging aggression.

But first things first. The wounds in Thai society, that still fester, because of brutal military behaviour
must be healed. The state in Thailand is indeed a violent one and if no attempt is made to correct the
state’s past misdeeds, people will lose confidence in it.

Happy is the Thai who can talk himself into believing that his culture can safeguard society against
violence. Unfortunately, that's not the case in this country.

There are countless military officers here who feel they were not really involved by their actions on Oct
14, 1973; Oct 6, 1976, and May 8, 1992, They have managed to convince themselves that they didn't
actually kil innocent civilians - that it was all simulation. Theories of simulation are borne out in the most
absurd way by some people's inability to distinguish between reality and film.

In Thatland, it seems, every half-wit soldier with an M-16 is able to mutilate people in the name of
so-called "national interest" and be forgiven by the state. And Chavalit is certainly not making things any
better.

RETURN
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-when the Bangkok City Council voted to support the construction:”

Pension cancellation irks Narong
The Nation

FORMER strongman Col Narong Kittikachorn yesterday denounced public opposition to his request for
a military pension as "mob rule", invoking karma and suggesting those who "committed sin with me" had
simply paid the consequences. "I believe in the rule of karma. Karma begets karma. Those who
committed sin with me died before their due," Narong said.

Meanwhile, the controversy over Narong's pension has spurred the construction of the long-delayed
memorial to those killed in the October 1973 protests, fuelled by the public outcry.

Narong cried foul after Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh rescinded his Dec 30, 1996, order to
entitle the former military strongman to-a monthly pension.

The order would have technically cleared Narong of any wrongdoing in his role in the bloody crackdown
on pro-democracy students who protested against the dictatorial regime of Narong's father, Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn.

The Dec 30 order sought to kill a 1973 order sacking Narong for his part in the crackdown. Narong, then
denounced as one of the "tyrannical trio" along with Thanom and Field Marshal Prapass Charusathiara,
flew in a helicopter gunship and opened fire on protesting students on Oct 14, 1973.

"I live in Thailand and I am a Thai, but I don't know who opposed my pension. The country is now not
under the rule of the law but under mob rule," Narong said.

Chavalit signed a fresh order to rescind the Dec 30 order before leaving on trip to China yesterday.

Citing mounting public opposition which could pose a threat to national stability, the Defence Ministry
recommended Chavalit go back on his Dec 30 order. Defence Ministry Permanent Secretary Gen
Yutthasak Sasiprapha said Chavalit heeded the public's wish and cancelled his order.

Narong's 32-year-old daughter, Krongkan Disakul, made a similar comment, saying Narong had done
nothing wrong in relation to the events of Oct 14. "Those who took part in the protest were young at the
time and they did not have a correct understanding of what is right and what is wrong " Krongkaan said.

"I've learnt that they later became communists and came back to become teachers. I wonder if they are
Thais."

The push to construct a monument for the October 1973 student heroes gained momentum yesterday

The council voted to have the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration coordinate with a special
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government committee set up to consider the monument's construction.

Governor's secretary Somkad Suebtrakul said the BMA would work with a government-appointed
committee to speed up construction of the monument, which was first proposed more than two decades
ago.

City councillor Pradermchai Boonchuayluea also pledged the support of the Bangkok City Council for
the monument, which he said would mark historic points in the people's struggle against tyranny.
"Everything took place on Rajdamnoen Avenue - the October uprising and the [events of] Black May in
1992. People shed their blood there for democracy. So I think the city administration should do
something,”" Pradermchai said.
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EDITORIAL

Let Narong episode be a good lesson for Chavalit

Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh has backed down in his decision to grant a military pension to Col
Narong Kittikachorn. Yesterday, the premier formally revoked his Dec 30, 1996 order before leaving the
country for an official visit to China,

We commend Chavalit for this move. However, beyond breathing a sigh of relief, we can't really pat the
prime minister on the back and say we believe he truly respects the country's fledgling democracy. For
one, he never really shed any light on the major question: why did he grant the pension to Narong in the
first place, when it 1s common knowledge that the colonel's brutal role in the Oct 14, 1973,
pro-democracy protests leaves much to be desired?

Allegations that Narong fired an M-60 machine-gun from a helicopter during the protest at innocent
students clamouring for freedom and democracy have been proven. For his actions, he was removed from
active service in the military and ordered to leave the country, together with his father, Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn, and his father-in-law, Field Marshal Prapas Charusatien.

In 1988, Narong returned to live in Thailand and has since made demands to each successive government
for a military pension.

Chavalit's explanations have so far been muddled. The prime minister has given three media interviews
since the controversy erupted and his explanations have varied from one interview to the next. On
Monday, he maintained that Narong had over the past decade "embraced democracy" by running
successfully for office in Ayutthaya and Phetchaburi.

"A 64-year-old man like him deserves a Bt3,700 monthly pension,” opined Chavalit.
A later interview found Chavalit saying he wanted to "heal the country's wounds" caused by past political
violence. At still another interview, he managed to incorporate the Golden Jubilee of His Majesty the

King's Accession to the Throne.

Late Tuesday, the prime minister said, "My intention was to bring about unity and reconciliation, but as
things have turned out this way, I will make corrections by scrapping the pension order."

Two events were instrumental in Chavalit rescinding the order, which he made in secret last year.
First, pro-democracy forces, obviously insulted and humiliated, planned mass mobilisations in the North
and Northeast against the prime minister. And let's not forget that there are close to 20,000 landless

peasants camped outside Government House, who need only the slightest excuse to lambaste the prerﬁier.
Already, the peasants under the umbrella of the Assembly of the Poor have expressed their solidarity with
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student groups and the Confederation for Democracy.

Secondly, within the premier's New Aspiration Party, a mutiny was brewing. If the executive order had
been carried out, several NAP members would have resigned from the party in protest against a
democratically-elected prime minister sympathising with a murderous regime.

Today, it seems past dictators are happy to give interviews to the media, hoping to get prestige for their
actions.

Narong certainly had no remorse when he told the press, "If former student leaders want to move against
my pension, I don't mind. I would like them to come out in their hundreds of thousands, like the previous
time, instead of seven or eight people." Indeed, leopards never change their spots - their appetites are
always whetted by the scent of blood.

Let this whole episode be a good lesson for Chavalit. Protagonists have always taken an easy cover. This
time, in a display of military comradeship to Narong, Chavalit, has fanned the flames of conflict in Thai

society.

The deep wounds of state-sponsored violence still fester. One way of starting the healing process,
especially for the relatives of the pro-democracy martyrs, is remembrance. And what better way than
building a monument for those Thais who gave their lives fighting batons and bullets, so that we could
have a better tomorrow.
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Democracy groups upset with premier

The Nation

TWO pro-democracy groups yesterday launched scathing attacks against Prime
Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh following his controversial decision to renew a
military pension for former Army Col Narong Kittikachorn.

In a statement released yesterday, Thammasat University's Student Union said it
regards Chavalit as "a criminal who has distorted history" for his decision that
"caused vast confusion in society" and "made the people's murderer appear as an
innocent individual".

The union also called on Chavalit to rescind his order and withhold any pension
payment to Narong - a retired colonel whose alleged role during the bloodshed in
October 1973 led to a large number of casualties among pro-democracy
demonstrators,

Another demand was that the truth concerning the Thammasat bloodbath in 1976
and the May 1992 upheaval be included in school textbooks "in order to have them
retold to our descendants to show them how their heroic ancestors fought for
democracy".

The union also called for a thorough scrutiny of the entire Oct 14 incident and the
retrial of any case involving all concerned parties that participated in the
bloodshed, as well as a promise to speed up the construction of a monument
commemorating those who fell.

The Campaign for Democracy also issued an open letter denouncing Chavalit for

lof2

distorting modern Thai history and destroying the dignity of Thai people from
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every walk of life.

Campaign chairman Weng Tochirakarn said Chavalit's order could only mean that
Narong had done nothing wrong during the violent suppression.

"It contradicts what we believe in and is strongly against the feeling of the people,"
he added.

Weng said that Chavalit had not given any sensible explanation for his decision to
revoke a Defence Ministry freeze on Narong's pension, asking: "How can he justify
his decision?"

Weng urged Chavalit to quickly explain himself and undo all of his actions to
ensure that Narong's pension remains withheld in order to prove that he respects
and recognises the democratic fight and bravery of those who fell during the
bloodshed.

RETURN
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CDA puts the pressure on Chavalit

The Nation

KEY members of the Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA) yesterday called on
Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh to justify his decision to grant a military
pension to Col Narong Kittikachom.

Chavalit came under fire after it became known he decided to revive a monthly
Bt3,700 pension for Narong, who reportedly issued the order to fire on protesters at
the student-led uprising in October 1973.

CDA President Uthai Pimchaichon said the prime minister should also be held
responsible for any consequences that may follow, as he believes the relatives of
those who died in the uprising will be far from happy with his decision.

"I'd like to know if he [Chavalit] can bring back those lives after Col Narong gets
his pension. Other premiers found themselves in such a situation, but none did
what he's decided to do. He should be [held] responsible for what he does," Uthai
said.

He said the prime minister should take South Korea, where former leaders were
brought to justice for crimes they committed against the public, as an example.

Pradit Charoenthaithawee, a CDA member representing Pathum Thani province,
urged the prime minister to review his decision, saying if he fails to offer a
justification, problems will likely follow. "I'd like him to reconsider it and he
shouldn't be afraid of losing face. It's better than inviting conflicts or a

~ confrontation," he said. @~
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Pradit said the public wants a good explanation and he has no idea why Chavalit
made the decision.

CDA member and former foreign minister Prasong Soonsiri, said Chavalit should
have heeded the calls of the people who were involved in the uprising,

"I am totally in shock. He abruptly made the decision and he should explain why
and what criteria he used to reach that decision. Participants in the uprising are not
happy at all," he said.

He said he wondered why Chavalit had not forwarded the matter to the Cabinet for
consideration and he fears the prime minister's decision will result in confrontation
and violence.

Prasong also called on the Defence Ministry to explain the matter. Chavalit signed
the controversial order on Dec 30 last year in his capacity as defence minister.

RETURN
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HEAD EINES

Adisorn may quit over move to grant benefit

The Nation

ADISORN Piengket said yesterday he considered quitting as deputy science
minister because of Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh's order to revive a
military pension for former dictator Narong Kittikachorn.

"This is a big issue," said Adisorn, a student leader during the Oct 1973 uprising.

Narong, who is believed to be directly involved in the massacre of protesters during
the upheaval, his father Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn and Field Marshal
Prapas Charusatien were once dubbed as the "three tyrants”.

Adisorn, a New Aspiration Party MP, said the prime minister's decision was
unacceptable to the public and hurt the feelings of students and protesters in the
incident.

"History must not be distorted," he said.

He said restoring a Bt3,700 monthly pension to Col Narong is not a big deal, but
some people may ask whether those people killed in the uprising could also be
restored to life.

He added that the premier had his own reasons for his action, and he and several
former student leaders had theirs.

Asked if he still hates Narong, Adisorn said: "I don't hate him, but I don't like him".
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then-defence minister ACM Thawee Chullasub ordered Narong's dismissal for
disobeying instructions from his superiors.

Narong, who had been on his way to becoming a fearsome new strongman, was
transferred to the reserves and had his right to a government pension revoked along
with having his assets confiscated.

Adisorn said that he was shocked when he learned of Chavalit's order and that he
believes the issue will affect the government's stability.

He said that he will consult his colleagues on what move should be taken next.

Deputy Finance Minister Chaturon Chaisaeng, another former student leader
during the uprising, said that the prime minister had promised at yesterday's
Cabinet meeting that he would listen to the opinions from all sides.

He said that although he does not know whether Chavalit's order can be withdrawn,
he believes that in the end there would definitely be a change to the order.

PM's Office Minister Chingchai Mongkholtham said that the order will hurt
people's feelings but will not cause any damage to the country.

Deputy Communications Minister Pinij Charusombat, who was an activist during
the uprising, said that the prime minister had offered a very clear explanation
regarding his controversial order during yesterday's meeting with Cabinet members.

He said that Narong is still considered "guilty", although he has been given back
his right to a pension.

RETURN
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Samak says leader to be responsible for his action

The Nation

DEPUTY Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej yesterday played down the Narong
Kittikachorn controversy, saying that everything is perfectly all right because the
prime minister "has promised to take full responsibility for the consequences™.

But Samak admitted that the issue might not end easily if the media continues to
keep it alive.

"If the media continues to drum it up, there will be fun," Samak said.

The Prachakorn Thai Party leader played a rightist role during the political
turbulence of the 1970s, and has been very cynical about the pro-democracy
movement ever since.

"Col Narong will receive only Bt3,700 pension a month. To say that this is a big
deal is too much," he said.

Samak added that no member in the Cabinet voiced objection to Prime Minister
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh's move during the Cabinet meeting that was held
yesterday.

"The prime minister has promised to take full responsibility for the consequences,
so nobody else [in the Cabinet] will have to be worried," Samak said.

He added that Narong apparently did not want to be "dismissed" from the military

~ because it is considered a big scar for a soldier.
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"He simply wants some honour," Samak added.
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Army strongman dares activists to stage mass rally
activists

The Nation

COL Narong Kittikachorn, one of three tyrants blamed for the student massacre in
1973, has challenged student activists to organise another mass rally against him
similar to their actions on Oct 14, 1973,

In an interview with the Daily News published yesterday, Narong insisted he is
entitled to a military pension, which would technically clear his name from taking
part in the bloody crackdown against student protesters.

The renewed pension, approved by Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, has
been much criticised by student activists, as well as several other action groups.

"Do students own this country? Since they are students they should understand
things better,” Narong said in his first public statement following the controversy
surrounding the granting of his pension.

"Ask Theerayuth Boonmee [a leader of the student movement in 1973] if what he
did was right or wrong. If Theerayuth wants to move against my pension, I won't
mind. I would like them to come out in their hundreds of thousands, like the
previous time, instead of seven or eight people. They could come and burn down
my house," he said. Narong insists he only took part in the crackdown following
the orders of then-Army chief Gen Kris Sivala, who died of mysterious causes in
1976.

Against guns and tanks, tens of thousands of students fought almost bare-handed to
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bring down the repressive regime of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, Field
Marshal Prapass Charusathiara and Narong, who were denounced as the three
tyrants. Thanom is Narong's father, while Prapass is his father-in-law.

Narong rode in a helicopter gunship which cut down student activists in a hail of
bullets.

"I was a government official, so I am entitled to a pension or else I will be scarred
until my death. I will not allow anyone to denounce me as a wrongdoer during the
Oct 14 happenings because I was under orders from my commander," Narong said.

He claimed that he had been "cleared" by a government committee in 1976, and has
appealed for a pension since 1979.

"This story should be finished because public prosecutors decided not to pursue the
case against me. I should have been reinstated into the military but I didn't demand
that right. I simply asked for my pension worth Bt8,000 a month," Narong said.

Narong was discharged from the military following the downfall of the Thanom
regime. His right to a pension was revoked and his assets confiscated.

"They should not oppose this because whatever I was meant to have done wrong
was disproved, but nobody talks about that. I would like to have my part of the
story told to the public too. If the students don't want to stop, they should sue me in
court and I'll defend myself so the public will know what the truth is," Narong said.
"Before I had no chance to speak out. I am now simply fighting to protect my
family's honour."

Narong said if student activists do not stop campaigning against him, he will go to
court to fight for the return of his confiscated assets. "The house I am staying in
right now has been 'confiscated' and officials come each year to try to remove us,
but I won't go. We have always stayed although the house is falling apart because
restoring it is prohibited,” Narong said.
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PM defends decision as bid to help heal nation

PIYANART SRIVALO
The Nation

EMBATTLED Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, who infuriated
pro-democracy groups by renewing the military pension of former strongman
Narong Kittikachorn, offered an "ironic" explanation yesterday to his controversial
decision.

"] want to heal the country's wounds," he said. "I don't want Thai society to remain
divided [over the Oct 14 event]."

The statement came as political tension created by Chavalit's decision threatened to
drastically escalate, with Narong yesterday challenging people opposed to his
restored pension to take to the streets "by the hundreds of thousands".

Chavalit yesterday also spent half an hour explaining his move to the Cabinet,
during which he was questioned by a few ministers who played pro-democracy
roles during the 1973 uprising against the dictatorial government of Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn, Narong's father.

In a remarkable move taunted as a desperate attempt to pacify the pro-democracy
movement, the Chavalit Cabinet yesterday approved a proposal to set up a
committee to be in charge of a plan to build a monument marking the people's
revolution of Oct 14, 1973.

- Government Spokesman Warathep Rattanakorn said that Chavalit told the Cabinet

that he never intended to release the assets of the Thanom government leaders,
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which were seized following the successful and bloody uprising. The Democrat
Party on Monday accused Chavalit of trying to "test the waters" before taking on
the more sensitive issue of the strongmen's seized assets.

"The prime minister said that returning the assets is impossible. He said he had not
even thought the pension issue would be linked to the assets," Warathep said.

Chavalit repeated his statement on Monday that Narong is a changed man, who has
embraced democracy by running successfully in elections.

"Col Narong is a man with noble origins. He has contributed a lot to the country.
And he has devoted the last part of his life to support democracy. Why can't Thai
people forgive him?" the prime minister said.

His conciliatory tone contradicted his recent much-publicised pledge to create a fair
and just political system - a Thai version of the spare-nobody punishment that
former South Korean president Chun Doo-hwan faced.

"We have borne too much pain for too long. We have been divided for too long. It's
time for healing. It's time to erase the wounds," Chavalit said yesterday.

Chavalit's critics have accused him of ignoring public feelings and unnecessarily
exposing the country to major rifts by rekindling a sensitive issue.

Asked if it 1s possible to revoke his order giving Narong a military pension,
Chavalit said: "Don't go that far. We must go step by step. Anybody opposed to my
action can come to me so that I can give my explanation.”

Warathep said that the government is open to public opinion on the matter.

RETURN
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Long ties linked to premier's action

PRIME Minister Chavalit Yongchai-yudh's apparent attempt to wash Col Narong
Kittikachorn's bloody hands by giving him a pension came as no surprise
considering the long relationship between the two soldiers.

Narong was among the financiers who helped Gen Chavalit set up his New
Aspiration Party.

He i1s also close to one of Chavalit's aides, Defence Ministry Permanent Secretary
Gen Yutthasak Sasiprapha.

Both Narong and Yutthasak are sons-in-laws of Field Marshal Prapass
Charusathiara, one of three military strongmen during the repressive regime of
Narong's father, Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachom.

Yutthasak has been serving as Chavalit's aide for a decade, long before the NAP
leader rose to the top military post of army chief and supreme commander in the
late 1980s.

Narong was known to be among those who paved the way for Chavalit to enter
politics - initially as a Cabinet member in the Chatichai Choonhavan
administration in 1990 and later as NAP leader.

While Chavalit was setting up his party to contest the March 1992 general election,
Narong was often seen among founding members at the NAP headquarters.

Narong was also among supporters who presented flowers to Chavalit when the
NAP leader announced he would contest his first election in Nonthaburi that year.

lof2

4/2/97 10:50 AM



LOCAL i REGIONAL al02 http:/fwww.nationgroup.com/nation/nation/al3.html

20f2

Narong, a former Ayutthaya MP, nearly contested the March 1992 election as an
NAP candidate, but he opted out after another group of Chavalit's financial
supporters wanted to field their choice as NAP candidate in the province.

In addition to the relationship between Narong and Chavalit, Narong's father is
known to still command respect and maintain links within the military top brass.

Although Thanom was denounced as one of the tyrant trio following the massacre
of protesting students on Oct 14, 1973, the top brass still visit him on his birthday
and New Year's Day.

And, of course, Chavalit is among the top brass and ex-top brass who regularly stop
by to pay Thanom their respects. Other generals who regularly visit Thanom
include Army Commander in Chief Gen Chettha Thanajaro and former army chief
Gen Pramol Palasin.

RETURH
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PM backs down in row over pension

Move to 'heal nation' backfires
POLITICAL DESK

SEEING his "national reconciliation” move backfiring badly, Prime Minister
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh bowed to mounting public pressure yesterday and
promised to revoke his order giving a military pension to former strongman Narong
Kittikachorn.

The swift response to public reaction may have defused Chavalit's biggest political
crisis to date, but it did not shed any light on the major question: why did he grant
the pension in the first place?

Apart from growing resentment within his own New Aspiration Party (NAP) and
the nationwide uproar from pro-democracy groups, Chavalit could have been
alarmed yesterday by Narong's extremely defiant remark that challenged people
opposed to his pension to take to the streets "in the hundreds of thousands".

Chavalit vowed to revoke his Dec 30, 1996, order before he leaves for a visit to
China today. PM's Office Minister Bokhin Polakula was said to be drafting the
rescinding order.

"My intention was to bring about unity and reconciliation, but as things have
turned out this way I will make corrections by scrapping the pension order," the
prime minister said.
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movement. includine those who nlaved kev roles in bringing down the dictatorial
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reglme of Narong's father, Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn.

"The prime minister has displayed his democratic broadmindedness and respect for
Thai history," said Wutthipong Laohapairote, one of the activists who met
Chavalit.

The prime minister yesterday avoided an NAP meeting, during which his pension
decision was widely criticised. Before the meeting, Adisorn Piengket said he might
quit as deputy science minister because Chavalit had "hurt" public feelings.

"We all were shocked on learning from press reports that Gen Chavalit had made
such a decision," said Udon Thani MP Wichai Chaikachitvanitchakul at the party
meeting. He was supported by Education Minister Sukhavich Rangsitphol, PM's
Office Minister Bokhin and Si Sa Ket MP Kuthep Saikrachang.

NAP Ngern Chaisiwamongkhol, an adviser to the interior minister, said that
because of the Narong controversy, the Chavalit government "has gone down for an
eight count".

"This is like handing a knife to the opposition," he added.

In Chiang Mai, academics and activists expressed outrage at the pension move.
Some even compared the issue to post-1973 events leading to the resurgence of
military dictatorship.

Thanom and his family fled the country after the 1973 uprising but he returned
three years later. Students staged furious protests against his return, but the
movement, already weakened at that time because of rightist anti-communist
propaganda, was crushed by a concerted attack by right-wing groups, police and
soldiers on the Thammasat University campus on Oct 6, 1976.

"The whole thing could be just part of a cold-blooded plan that we still haven't
quite figured out," said dentist Uthaiwan Kanchanakamol of the Chiang Mai

. University. "Those opposed to Col Narong's pension must move very cautiously."
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At the Chao Phya Park Hotel in Bangkok, 1ormer students of the 1Y /Us called a
press conference to condemn Chavalit's Dec 30 order and demanded its immediate
revocation.

"We are at a loss as to what drove Gen Chavalit to do this," said Sombat
Thamrongthanyawong, former secretary-general of the Students Centre of
Thailand. "A pension of this size won't make any difference to the well-being of
Col Narong, who has been living fairly happily in this country thanks to the
broadmindedness of the Thai people.

"Gen Chavalit claimed that he was doing this for the sake of national reconciliation.
What a unity he has created. He has hurt a lot of people. Don't forget that the young
people of Oct 14 have become adults and are playing big roles in society."

Even Army Commander in Chief Chetta Thanajaro and Supreme Commander
Mongkhol Ampornpisit distanced themselves from the boiling controversy. After
their meeting at Chetta's residence, the Army chief told reporters they did not
discuss the Narong issue because "neither of us knew anything about it".

"I guess the prime minister was acting out of Thai-style compassion," said Chetta,
who declined further comment. "This is a political issue and comments from others
beside the prime minister would only create confusion."

Chavalit briefed the Cabinet about his pension decision yesterday. Science Minister
Yingphan Manasikarn quoted the prime minister as saying that he simply wanted
to strengthen national harmony as he did with the 667/23 amnesty policy that
neutralised the Communist Party of Thailand. |

But critics asked why Chavalit did it in such a secretive way. The public had been
unaware of the order until a Thai-language newspaper ran an exclusive report over
the weekend.

Narong was among the NAP's financiers. He is also close to Defence Ministry
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Both Narong and Yutthasak are sons-in-law of Field Marshal Prapass
Charusathiara, who along with Thanom and Narong were called the "tyrannical
trio" during the political turbulence of the 1970s.

An obviously uneasy Yutthasak told reporters the pension petition had gone
through proper procedures. He said he believed Chavalit was acting out of pure
compassion, and dismissed speculation that the pension renewal was aimed at
paving the way for the release of seized assets of the former strongmen.

Chavalit has given three media interviews since the controversy erupted and his
explanations varied from one interview to another. On Monday, he maintained that
Narong had over the past decade embraced democracy by running successfully in
elections.

"A 64-year-old man like him deserves a Bt3,700 monthly pension,” the prime
minister said.

During the first interview yesterday, Chavalit said he wanted to "heal the country's
wounds" caused by past political violence. Then at a later interview he cited the
Golden Jubilee of His Majesty the King's Accession to the Throne.
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Clarification on pension controversy sought

THE House committee on justice and human rights will invite Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh to
appear before it next Thursday to clarify his position over the military pension controversy surrounding
former strongman Narong Kittikhachorn.,

Deputy Chairman Tavorn Senniam said the committee wished to know whether Chavalit gave up his
efforts to push for Narong's pension because his conscience alerted him that he was making a wrong
decision, or because he was pressured by society.

"Or merely because he was caught in the act," he said.
y g

Tavorn, a Democrat MP, said Defence Ministry Permanent Secretary Gen Yutthasak Sasiprapha would
also be invited. He added that he did not think the committee's action would worsen the situation.

He said he thought Chavalit, who does not have to appear, should cooperate because he could benefit
personally if his clarification was reasonable.

Democrat secretary-general Sanan Kachornprasart said he thought the damage Chavalit had done could
not now be entirely rectified.

"As the leader of this country, he should have considered [the matter] more thoroughly before executing
the initial order," he said.

Deputy Interior Minister Chalerm Yoobamrung defended Chavalit for complying with public pressure,
saying: "What he did brings the entire situation back to normal."

Countering criticism that Chavalit's action stemmed from his own indecision, Chalerm said: "Unlike
commands given by soldiers or police officers to their subordinates, political executives' orders are
flexible."

Saowanee Limmarnond, a front-line leader of the student movement during the Oct 14 bloodshed in 1973,
fiercely countered Narong's defiant remarks earlier this week against the reaction toward his pension,
saying Narong was "so lucky to have been allowed to be alive today".

"Time may change many things, but it can never change history, or somebody's inborn traits, Someone
seems to have never atoned for his wrongdoings or realised how many lives were prematurely terminated
by his own hands," she said.

"All of us [members of the student movement] are trying hard to cope with forgiving [Narong], but don't

—betoo-demanding of us, otherwise there will be-a big problemif we Tun-out of tolerance;" said Saowanee,
who is now a senior employee at Sitca Co Litd.
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Narong, a retired Army colonel, has long claimed that his actions during the protests were directly
authorised by the late Gen Kris Seewara, the Army commander-in-chief at the time.

However, according to Kris's funeral book, ACM Dhawee Chullasub, who was the defence minister then
and who signed the order freezing Narong's pension, wrote that those who had the actual authority to
issue executive orders were Field Marshal Praphas Charusathien and Narong, who were appointed
director and deputy, respectively, of domestic peace-keeping forces.

Osote Kosin, a political insider who participated in writing several previous constitutions and was a close
friend to Kris, also wrote in the book that Kris was strongly instrumental in opposing any use of violence
against the demonstrators.

However, Osote yesterday declined to either comment about the pension controversy or provide more
details about Kris' anti-violence efforts, saying: "It's no use digging up the past. I am 84 years old and
going to die soon. Khun Kris was much luckier than me as he died long ago."
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Letters to the Editor

Forgetting the past with the premier's present mistakes

The PM's action and excuses for Col Narong Kittikachorn regarding the October 1973 killings is no
surprise. After people being gunned down in Bangkok's streets three times in 20 years, why should it be a
surprise? They have already proven beyond any doubt the mentality, including amnesia, among the
country's security commanders.

So why did the PM do what he did? I'm not interested in knowing his thoughts. Probably the PM didn't
put much thought into the matter when he signed it.

Instead, we must be reminded that since 1973 the government has set up a fund for the families of those
who died or were disabled in such incidents. The monthly payment was small and not compensation, since
nobody was held responsible for the crime.

Those in power who ordered the killings were granted amnesty; subsequent regimes never considered the
state's responsibility in the incident.

The procedure and bureaucracy, however, made it very difficult for those families to get money. Many
have truly been in trouble since the loss of those who were the income earners for their families.

I remember a lady watked up and down Thammasat's Student Union years after the event because the
support was ridiculously small and hard to get. I have also learned that after the 1976 political turn, it
became indescribably harder until the funds eventually stopped - I can't remember when or why.

For the 1976 massacre, no funds or support whatsoever was ever set up for the victims' families. Many of
those killed have yet to be identified and some of the bodies seen in pictures have never been found. The
state didn't even recognise that the killing was wrong.

For the May 1992 incident, more families deserve care and attention from the government. 1 wonder if
the situation is not similar to what families in 1973 went through.

From all three cases, there remain people who need regular treatment or regular visits to doctors and
psychiatrists. I wonder if the government or the present PM cares about them. Does he know the facts?
What is the process for them to get the same treatment as Narong almost got?

These sufferers and their families from the three incidents have written hundreds of petitions complaining
about injustice, negligence of the state, hindering procedures and uncooperative bureaucracy, no matter
how good individual bureaucrats may_be e

These are people whose support for democracy needed no further proof and never needed a change of

mind Thaooa ara nannla vwham anthant a Aanht Aacarmra rara attontinn and in fant ara antitlad tn
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compensation. Token money never does justice to their pain and loss. Yet these are people the
government has blatantly ignored for years.

"Dear Prime Minister.

Have you heard their voices of grievance? If not, something is wrong with your morality or your beloved
country that allows you to hear only the voice of an infamous colonel "

I personally don't care why the PM shows sympathy to Narong. But, as the head of the government, Gen
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh can rectify the state's immoral act by signing a similar order making sure those
who truly suffered from the state's crimes receive their due support and compensation. Unfortunately I
doubt if the premier has the courage to do that, which is not surprising either.

Thongchai Winichakul

MADISON, WISCONSIN, US

Left in the lurch at Heathrow by THAI

My mother travelled from London's Heathrow Airport to Bangkok last Oct 22 to 23. She is 91, blind -
she can only just distinguish between light and dark - deaf, and can only walk a few steps. She wanted to
visit us, as she used to do before she went blind, but was reluctant to do so.

That was until my sister discovered that Thai Airways International offered a service for handicapped
people, whereby they would be met on arrival at the airport and accompanied throughout their stay in the
airport until taken to their flight.

It was the long wait at Heathrow that frightened her, especially as she normally arrives there very early
because she lives about 200 kilometres away and it was necessary for the taxi to make due allowance for
traffic problems. My mother's travel agent rang up THAT and arranged the service. THAI promised to
meet her and assist her until she boarded the plane,

The service was confirmed the night before she left.

My mother was indeed met at Heathrow. The man who met her told her that no such service existed, and
it was only for window dressing.

The only service which existed, he said, was that she would be met, taken to the departure lounge and
then collected when the plane was ready for boarding.

She had three hours to wait. She sat in a wheelchair with no one to push her, she was unable to go to the
toilet. She had no one to reassure her that everything would be all right. She could see the shadows of
people milling around her, but had no-one to look after her, and no-one to speak to except for the
occasional person who asked if she was alright.

Lonely and frightened, she sat there clutching her handbag with all her money, her passport, documents,

medicine, etc, instde. It could have been snatched from her at any moment. Can you imagine what it must
have been like?
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PM to donate Btlm for democracy monuments

The Nation

THREE monuments will be built to commemorate the bloody confrontations between pro-democracy
demonstrators and military regimes, a member of a commission organising the construction said
yesterday.

Amorn Ratananon said Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh has become chairman of the commission
and will donate Bt1 million towards their completion.

He said the sites for the monuments have been identified.

Amorn said the memorials will be dedicated to the country's three bloody confrontations between
pro-democracy supporters and military-backed regimes that took place on Oct 14, 1973; Oct 6, 1976;
and May 17 to 20 1992, Amorn said after a meeting between democracy organisation representatives and
the premier.

Amorn said the meeting decided to create a seven-member working group to supervise and launch
publicity campaigns about the monuments.

Amorn said Chavalit donated Bt1 million as a contribution to help finance the construction of the Oct 14,
1973, memorial, to be built on Bangkok's Khok Wua Intersection.

The Oct 6, 1976, memorial will be situated in front of Bangkok's Thammasat University's main
auditorium, and the May 17 to 20, 1992, monument will be built at Bangkok's Suan Santiporn, a public
garden off Rajdamnoen Avenue.

The Oct 14 memorial is expected to be completed and ready for services in time for the its 25th
anniversary in 1998.

He said Chavalit had agreed in principle to name the Bueng Kum public park "Peace Park” in memory of
the Thai struggle for democracy since 1932.

The prime minister also supported calls to include Thailand's democratic struggle in the school
curriculum, he said.

Amorn said a member of the Cabinet, Deputy Science Minister Adisorn Piengket, had previously urged
the previous government, when he was deputy education minister, for the need to include the three

bloody confrontations in the school curriculum.

Adisorn is the author of two books: "October 14, 1973", and "Free Thai Movement", that have already
been chosen as high schoo! supplementary reading.
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He said the premier would be too busy to attend the commission's meetings and might send Cabinet
members instead.
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'Remember man that you are dust’

By coincidence, Christians in Thailand were celebrating their most sacred holiday, Easter, the same
weekend that we heard about Prime Minister Chavalit's decision to restore to Narong Kittikachorn his
pension and, by implication, his reputation. (Narong, together with his father, Thanom, and father-in-law,
Prapat Charusathien, formed the "trio of tyrants" who ruled Thailand at the time of the October 1973

uprising).

Easter Sunday is a joyful occasion; the physical death of Christ by crucifixion is overcome and early
Sunday morning Christ rises again to new life. But the Lenten season, of which Easter Sunday is the
culmination, begins more than six weeks earlier on Ash Wednesday; and the tenor of that day is far
different. In Catholic churches on Ash Wednesday the priest dips his fingers into a bowl of ashes and
makes a smudged sign of the cross on the forehead of the faithful who line up before him. He reiterates in
this unsparing, humbling ritual the Christian belief that man's mortal body must die before the soul can be
resurrected, while muttering these chastening words: "Remember man that you are dust and unto dust
you shall return."

General Chavalit is a busy man. It is highly unlikely that he had the time to concern himself with Easter,
perhaps even less likely that he would have had the time to go to the movies a few months earlier when
he was initiating the official "resurrection" of Narong. At that time the movie which held in its grip was
Evita. The story of the famous/infamous wife of General Juan Peron, £vifa is set in Argentina, another
country whose generals are inclined to power by whatever means possible and where the nightmare of an
internal war in the 1970s just won't go away.

The popularity of Evifa in Thailand was puzzling. There is, of course, the movie itself: The
London-meets-Broadway, musical-stage mega-hit of the '80s goes Hollywood. Then there is Madonna,
Lvita is a fabulous vehicle for Madonna; one understands the appeal of this film for her fans the world
over, as well as its hold upon the empress of pop herself. By her own admission, Madonna is sympathetic
to the larger-than-life figure of Eva Peron, a woman whose desire for, and later attainment of, power left
her subject to criticisms from many quarters.

But the movie 1s, after all, about the passing of Evita. It is a musical eulogy of sorts. Eva Duarte de Peron
is dead. In the opening scene scores of mourners, school children, nuns, priests and suspiciously orderly
throngs of common folk carry posters of their "queen/saint" as, candles in hand, they press forward in a
massive funereal procession.

What happened "After Evita" makes for a dark chapter in Argentinian history. An ugly civil war ensued in
which labour leaders, students and others suspected of subversion were "disappeared" - that chilling
linguistic invention - by the military, and, in some cases, by rival opposition groups.

Argentina's "dirty war" of the 1970s was more severe than that in Thailand. The Argentinian population
had accommodated itself to military rule but the horrors of the '70s implicated many civilians to a degree
unknown in the past. As Michael A Burdick writes in For God and the Fatherland; Religion-and Politics
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- She teaches political philosophy.and contemporary Southeast.-Asian.politics.
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in Argentina, his study on the Catholic Church in Argentina: "The idea of culpability for that tragic period
was not limited to who did the actual torture and murder, nor who had ordered it, nor the precipitating
causes such as the rise of the revolutionary left. Rather, the question of culpability extended to social
institutions that - by their silence - tacitly legitimated the atrocities committed by the military
government.”

Burdick further notes that the elected civilian governments of Argentina in the 1980s, headed by
President Raul Alfonsin and his successor Carlos Menem, succeeded in varying degrees in resolving the
breach in social relations that resulted from the "dirty war" at the judicial and political levels - but with
very different consequences. Under Alfonsin's administration the five-member military junta was
convicted of various crimes and a reform of civil-military relations was implemented. The National
Commission on the Disappearance of People also conducted an investigation into human rights violations,
thereby helping to reconstruct "a public memory of the events of the dictatorship”. However, the repeated
military rebellions during Alfonsin's tenure symbolised the refusal of the armed forces to subordmnate
themselves fully to civil authority.

Alfonsin's successor, Menem, pardoned by executive decree those officers responsible for human rights
violations, thereby consolidating military support for his administration. But thousands of demonstrators
took to the streets protesting the decree. At the cultural level, then, a resolution remained harder to
achieve.

In Thailand, the Prem Tinsulanonda administration launched a historic policy under Prime Ministerial
Order No 66/2523 which subsequently ended the internal war between government forces and insurgents
under the guidance of the Communist Party of Thailand. But an objective investigation of the "dirty war"
that went on here during the 1970s (not to mention the military's role during Bloody May of 1992) has
yet to be accomplished. Thus a public memory of these phases of military rule cannot be satisfactorily
reconstructed in Thai society. The latest outbursts from Narong and the "October generation" over his
role in the violent suppression of the October 1973 uprising demonstrate that an unresolved past remains
volatile and contentious.

Chavalit argued that he intended the restoration of Narong's pension to serve as a gesture of national
reconciliation.

It was not a persuasive argument judging from the hasty retreat he was forced to beat in the face of the
public outcry which ensued. In the case of Argentina and Thailand one wonders what form reconciliation
with the past will ultimately take. One also wonders, while watching Evita and thinking about Ash
Wednesday, if we might not be running out of time.

Evita is gone; gone from Bangkok cinemas, gone from Argentina. But the Catholic faith, whose rituals
informed her life and its ending, reminds those who come into its path of the irrefutable fact of the ashen
end which remains our inescapable fate. Strange to think that a movie like Lvita could occasion such
reflections and lead some viewers to conclude that some things in this world may never be reconcilable.

Is it out on video yet?

n Dr Coeli Barry is a lecturer at the Faculty of Commerce and Accountancy, Thammasat University.
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