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Remembering The Slain

Almost a quarter of a century after the
foundation stone was laid, the Oct 14
Heroes' Sculpture memorial is yet to be
finished.

ON October 14, 1975, two years after the
14 Tula (Oct) uprising, the late Supreme
Patriarch, Somdejphra
Ariyawongsakhotayaan
Somdejphrasangkharaj
Sakolmahasangkhaparinayok, laid the
foundation stone of the "Heroes'
Sculpture" on the corner of Seeyaek Kok
Wua (Kok Wua Intersection). The act was
witnessed by the then prime minister
Kukrit Pramoj and the late Chatichai
Choonhavan.

Each year on Oct 14, relatives of these
heroes and other defenders of democracy
flock to Seeyaek Kok Wua to pay homage
to their departed kin. They lay their
flowers on that same foundation stone.

Twenty three years have passed and,
despite constant pleas from the pubilic,
the space above the stone remains
empty. The promised monument has
never been built.

The foundation stone has also witnessed
two other blood-sheddings -- the
crackdown by the military on the student
protest at Thammasat University on the
night of Oct 5-6, 1976 and the riots of
May 1992,

Both incidents resuited in the senseless
slaughter of defenders of democracy. The
roads and sidewalks of Rajdamnoen
Avenue were again stained with blood.
More heroes, more martyrs, more
controversy; but no monument.

Over the intervening years, many of the

hitp://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/sculp.fea.html
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relatives who pleaded with successive
governments for the Heroes' Sculpture to
be constructed have died, their dream
unfulfilled.

Former student leader, Thirayuth
Boonmee doesn't deny his bitterness and
anger. Why, he has repeatedly asked
over the years, have the parents of those
who died in the uprisings been denied the
right to see their sons and daughters
remembered with pride. "It has always
hurt," he confesses.

Now the hurt is gone. After seemingly
endless rounds of negotiations, last
Saturday Thirayuth led the dead heroes'
relatives, along with other staunch
supporters of democracy, to the Kok Wua
intersection to attend the ceremonial
laying of the foundations of the Heroes'
Sculpture on the original designated 300
square wa plot.

The pyramid shaped sculpture was
designed by Tuedkiet Sakkhamdaung,
whose model won the competition held
back in 1974 for the commemorative
structure. Only one modification to the
original design has been made: the
square bases of the sculpture, initially to
be crafted from black granite, are now
made of clay tiles bearing inscriptions by
the public.

"We wanted to give the people an
opportunity to participate in the project,”
Thirayuth explains. "That's why we we
chose to use clay tiles instead of black
granite.”

. The first to inscribe the names of the

martyrs on the clay stones were the
relatives of the Oct 14 heroes. A group of
artists then created images on the theme
"Freedom and Democracy of the People".
The clay stones were brought to the site
and now decorate one side of the
sculpture's base.

hitp:/fwww.nationmultimedia.com/news/sculp.fea.html

10/12/98 3:19 PM



Feature

3of 5

Tomorrow the public will be offered the
opportunity to add their own tributes. The
three remaining sides of the base will be
devoted to different themes: "Justice in
society", "ldeals in Thai society from the
perspective of the young", and "Equality
and participation from a woman's
perspective".

The sides of the sculpture will be covered
with 170 clay tiles, each measuring 20cm
by 30cm, all bearing messages from
women, children and artists.

The ground floor of the Memorial Hall, to
be constructed under the pyramid, will
house the "Urban Place" (Laan
Prachakhom), a space for community
activities, and a "Pocket Park". The 14
Tula Museum, a library and an exhibition
room will make up the lower level.

"The [memorial] hall is intended as a
place of iearning, as a reminder of the
struggles, the victories and the losses,"
says Thirayuth.

The memorial hall has been a issue of
controversy ever since the concept was
presented. On the one side, there are
those that argue that it should be built as
a testimony to the first victory of the
people over the government. Others feel
that this particular scene from history
should not be publicly aired for fear that
blame be laid on those who are still alive
today. Compromises still have to be
reached on how the model will be
developed and to what extent the details
engraved on the clay tiles will be
censored.

Artist Chatchai Puipia, one of the project
coordinators, feels that the clay tile art
may help solve this ongoing problem.

"Clay tiles have a more Oriental look than
granite and that might help limit the
censorship of the messages and art. This
would not detract from the accuracy of
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this historical record," he explains.

Thirayuth, meanwhile, hopes that the
memorial hall and the Heroes' Sculpture
will remind society of the need to fight for
improvements in the way society thinks.

"The history of the democratic movement
must not be hidden. The struggle
continues,” he says firmly.

Box
Long road to official recognition

1974, Dec 11: PM Sanya Thammasak
and his Cabinet agree in principle to build
a memorial statue and assign the
University Affairs Ministry to coordinate
the project.

1975, Aug 5: PM Kukrit Pramoj and his
Cabinet pass a resolution supporting the
building of a memorial statue and request
HM the King to preside over the laying of
a foundation stone.

1975, Oct 14: the Supreme Patriarch lays
the foundation stone for a "Martyrs'
Sculpture" on one corner of the Kok Wua
intersection.

1976, March 11: the Student Centre of
Thailand (SCT) submit a letter to PM Seni
Pramoj asking him to allocate a budget
for the purchase of land for a "Oct 14
Memorial Hall".

1976, April 14: Finance Minister Boonchu
Rojanastien assigns the Treasury
Department to raise public donations for
the memorial.

1976, June 29: Finance Minister Sawet
Piempongsaan tells the Cabinet that the
Crown Property Bureau has agreed to sell
a plot of land at the Kok Wua intersection
for constructing a memorial.

1978, Nov 22: PM Kriangsak Chomanand

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/sculp.fea.html
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and his Cabinet pass a resolution
authorising the confiscation from the SCT
of Bt4 million in public donations.

1982, Oct 14: PM Prem Tinsulanonda
rejects a demand from the Student Clubs
of 18 Institutes for the return of the money
seized from the SCT.

1990, Oct 31: PM Chatichai Choonhavan
and his Cabinet pass a resolution
ordering the Budget Bureau to hand over
the Bt4 million to the University Affairs
Ministry.

1991, May 1: Interim PM Anand
Panyarachun appoints a committee to
oversee construction of the memorial,
chaired by Prof Rapee Sagarik.

1991, July 25: the committee agrees to
set up the Oct 14 Foundation (chaired by
Prof Nikom Chandravithun) and passes a
resolution, subsequently approved by the
Anand Cabinet, to transfer the funds held
by the University Affairs Ministry to the
foundation. By this stage the sum of
Bt8,395,770 is on deposit with the Thai
Military Bank.

1998, Sept 1: the foundation applies to
the Crown Property Bureau for a lease on
the land at the Kok Wua intersection.

1998, Oct 10: members of the public dig
the foundations for the "Heroes'
Sculpture" at Kok Wua intersection.

BY SUBHATRA BHUMIPRABHAS

The Nation
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