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Honourable title for Thanom
draws flak

POLITICAL action groups o Sunday threatened a
crusade against the appointment of former
dictator Thanom Kittikachorn as an honourable
royal guard, warning that the issue could doom
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai who controls the
Defence Ministry.

Thanom was one of the three "tyrants" of the
regime, the others being Gen Prapass
Charusathien and Thanom's son, Narong
Kittikachorn, which was brought down by the
students' uprising on Oct 14, 1974, when scores of
students were Killed by soldiers during their battle
for democracy.

Thanom's appointment as the special royal guard
of the 31st Infantry Division has taken effect since
Jan 1 and was published in the Royal Gazette on
Feb 2. Chuan, in his capacity as defence minister,
signed the appointment order, which has just been
spotted by the mass media.

Chuan on Sunday declined to explain why he had
proposed Thanom's appointment for royal
approval. The prime minister has always stood up
against dictators and repeatedly said that the
dictatorial era of the 1970s left a deep impression
on him.

"Please go ask the military agency which made
the proposal. | simply counter-signed the
appointment,” Chuan said on Sunday.

Pipop Thongchai, chairman of the Campaign for
Popular Democracy, said on Sunday that his
group would consult with other action groups on
Monday or Tuesday for a plan to campaign
against Thanom's appointment as a special royal
guard.

Amorn Amornrattananon, a member of the
October Network, said his network would join
other action groups to protest against the
appointment until it is revoked. Amorn also
warned that the issue could be a harbinger of the
fall of the Chuan administration.

The Student Federation of Thailand, meanwhile,
issued a statement to denounce Thanom's
appointment and strongly criticised Chuan over
the issue. The statement said Thanom. was.a
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dictator and a criminal against society so he did
not deserve such an honour.
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The SFT urged pro-democracy activists to hold a
mass demonsiration against the appointment in
front of Government House on Monday.

Along with Thanom's appointment, Maj-Gen
Manoonkrit Rupakachorn was also made a
honourable royal guard of the 4th Cavalry
Division. Manoonkrit had taken part in an abortive
coup.

Gen Pallop Pinmanee, assistant secretary to the
defence minister, said on Sunday that then army
chief Gen Chettha Thanajaro proposed the
appointment to the defence minister before his
retirement tast September.,

Defence Ministry spokesman Lt-Gen Sanan
Kachornklam said on Sunday that each year
military units proposed over 100 posts of
honourable royal guards for their retired bosses.

The spokesman said the proposed positions had
been scrutinised by a committee, headed by Army
Chief of Staff Gen Charn Boonprasert, and
passed all normal procedures,

Cabinet secretary-general Vishanu Krua-ngarm
said the appointments of such special military
officers were not sent to the Cabinet for approval
but were usually submitted by the defence
minister directly to the prime minister.

Vishanu said the proposals are made by the
military units to their respective armed forces and
go to the permanent secretary who passes them
on to the defence minister.

Vishanu said such special officers receive no
money but are only allowed to wear the uniforms
of the military units who sought the special
positions for them.

"The purpose of the appointment is to allow the
retired officers a chance to wear the units’
uniforms," Vishanu said, adding that Thanom has
earlier been made an honourable royal guard for
several other military units.

But the political action groups said on Sunday that
it was intolerable to allow the former dictator
another social status.

"We must ask Chuan why he gave the status to
the former prime minister who was behind the
regime which killed the people,” Pipop said.
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democratic conscience. It shows he has no
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* sincerity towards the people. He secretly signed
the order without even consulting the people first.”

Amorn said he was puzzled by Chuan's order to
approve the appointment.

" don't understand how he could issue such an
order. He used {o say he had been affected by the
dictatorial regimes," Amormn said.

BY PRAKOBPONG PANAPQOL

The Nation
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PM defends decision to honour
Thanom

CONFRONTED with mounting criticism, Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai yesterday said he was responsible for
the appointment of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachorn
as an honorary officer, arguing that his decision had
been based on established military procedures.

Meanwhile, political activists orchestrated a demand to
rescind the appointment on the grounds that it offended
public sentiment against the former military dictator,
who was responsible for the bloody suppression of the
Oct 14, 1973 democracy uprising.

Chuan's military aides pleaded against politicising the
appointment, saying that Chuan was uncomfortable with
the decision but had had no alternative and that the
order was only to allow the only living field marshal,
Thanom, to dress up once a year for his Royal
audience.

Chuan conceded that he had countersigned the Royal
command to appoint Thanom an honorary officer of the
31st Infantry Regiment of the Royal Guard.

In the same command, Maj-Gen Manoonkrit
Roopkhachorn, a former coup mastermind, was also
appointed honorary officer of the 4th Cavalry Battalion
of the Royal Guard.

Chuan insisted that he had approved the appointments
of Thanom and Manoonkrit after requesting a review of
procedures and receiving military confirmation of the
appointment recommendations.

He said that despite public criticism he would not review
the appointments as the Royal command had already
been issued and that the military should be in a position
to justify such appointments.

Lt-Gen Kittisak Ratprasert, a staff officer attached to the
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Army commander Gen Chettha Thanajaro, had last year
initiated the appointments of Thanom and Manoonkrit.
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Kittisak expiained that in the case of Thanom the 31st
[Infantry Regiment had wanted to honour him as its
founder and an exemplary infantryman.

The honorary appointment was done for sentimental
reasons between military subordinates and a former
military commander, he said, adding that the true
meaning of this appointment was to allow Thanom to
dress in a Royal Guard uniform when he attended the
military parade in honour of His Majesty's birthday.

He pointed out that Chuan did not fully agree with
honouring Thanom, though he had to act in accordance
with established procedures.

"The public should not mix politics with military
sentiments about an old commander," he said.

In a news release, the Army explained that the
appointment of Thanom had been made in accordance
with rules and regulations. It further pointed out that the
appointment did not bestow any rights or privileges on
the recipient.

Gen Naruenart Kampanartsaenyakorn, secretary to the
defence minister, said Thanom and Manoonkrit had
been honoured purely in recognition of their past
military achievements.

Thanom founded the infantry regiment while Manoonkrit
was the first commander of the cavalry battalion when it
was upgraded to a Royal Guard unit.

Naruenart said that although everyone was saddened
by what had happened as a result of past political
conflicts, bygones should be bygones as culprits in the
military crack-down had not escaped justice.

He added that Chuan had approved the appointments
because he viewed the military as an honourable
institution.

"The Army is the primary unit insisting on honouring
past commanders. If Chuan had refused to endorse the
recommended appointments, would the public be

prepared to see a mass resignation of military leaders?"

http:/fwwav.nationmultimedia.com/news/22p28, html

He claimed that the debate on the appointments was
irrelevant, noting that Thanom, who had to pay Bt80,000
for the new uniform out of his own pocket, did not aspire
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T-AUGM1,1998 - 'Ger Chgttha Thanajaro, then Army

to the honour.

The Student Federation of Thailand yesterday held a
rally at Government House to oppase the military
appointments.

Uchen Chiangsaen, a student leader, said political and
student activists would today petition the prime minister
to cancel the appointments within three days.

Uchen also invited opponents of such appointments to a
meeting today to map out a strategy should the
government fail to meet the deadline.

Another student leader, Chatuporn Phrompan,
condemned Chuan for taking a stand opposite to that of
democracy advocates.

He claimed that Deputy Interior Minister Chamni
Sakdiseth, a former student activist during the October
1973 uprising, had changed tack when he said no one
had been right or wrong about the tragic incident.

Lamiad Boonmak, wife of a victim who died during the
military crack-down, said Thanom had clearly been a

tyrant and wondered why soc:ety was willing to forget
his past so easily.

"So many people were maimed or died as a result of
Thanom's military suppression, and the present
government has the cheek to honour such a person!”
she lamented.

Amorn Ratananon, a democracy advocate, warned of a
possible confrontation if the government refused to
revoke Thanom's appointment,

Chronology of the honorary awards

Chronology of how Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachorn
and Maj-Gen Manoonkrit Roopkhachorn, a military
dictator and a coup mastermind, won appointments as
honorary officers of the 31st Infantry Regiment of the
Royal Guard and the 4th Cavalry Battalion of the Royal
Guard, respectively:

http:/Awww.nationmultimedia.com/news/22p28, him!

commander-in-chief, initiates the appointment process
about two months before his retirement.
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- Oct 9, 1998 -- Defence Ministry's Secretariat
Department submits appointment recommendations with
the defence permanent secretary.

- Oct 13, 1998 -- The defence permanent secretary
reports to Defence Minister Chuan Leekpai, seeking his
approval for the appointments.

- Oct 30, 1998 -- Chuan sends back the report,
requesting a review on procedures relating to the
honorary appointments.

- Nov 20, 1998 -- The defence permanent secretary
reports back after the checking of appointment
procedures, reiterating reasons for the appointments.

- Nov 27, 1998 -- Chuan acknowledges and approves
the appointments.

- Dec 3, 1998 — The deputy defence minister reports to
the prime minister, requesting the PM's Office to
process the Royal command for the appointments.

- Jan 21, 1999 -- The Cabinet secretary-general notifies
the Defence Ministry of His Majesty's endorsement of
the Royal command dated Jan 1.

- Jan 25, 1999 -- The secretary to the defence minister
informs the defence permanent secretary of the issuing
of Royal command.

- Jan 29, 1999 -- Defence Ministry's Secretariat
Department submits a report to the defence permanent
secretary regarding the public announcement of the
appointments.

- Feb 2, 1999 -- The Royal command for the
appointment of honorary officers is published in the
Rayal Gazette, under the instruction of the defence
permanent secretary.

- Feb 4, 1999 -- The military distributes a circular on the
appointments.

The Nation
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EDITORIAL: Gross mistake to
honour coup leaders

IF Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai is criticised for being
indecisive, aloof or dithering, a large number of heads
would nod quickly in agreement. But any charge of
serious lapse in judgement or outright insensitivity to
public sentiment would not have been well founded --
until the weekend.

That was when newspapers reported that the Democrat
leader had appointed two controversial retired military
figures -- Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn and Maj
Gen Manoonkrit Roopkachorn -- as honourable royal
guards and special officers. The two men are about two
decades apart in age.

The ageing ex-supreme commander, ex-prime minister,
ex-defence minister, has attained the honourable status
under the 31st Infantry Division, while Manoon is
attached to the 4th Cavalry Division. The two units were
formerly their springboards for career advancement as
decorated officers among their peers.

There is a remarkable resemblance in the roles of the
two, though. Field Marshai Thanom, now in his 80s, is
among the few surviving members of the military
dictatorship of the 50s and 60s until his downfall in
1973. As a military officer, he had supported and played
a key role in coups d'etat against civilian and military
governments, including his own when he was prime
minister in 1971.

There were two major events of bloodletting in the city
streets involving Thanom -- October 1973 and October
1976. Those were the darkest days in the country's
history and even Chuan's life was in peril.

Maj Gen Manoonkrit had been the ring leader in coup
attempts in the 1980s. While as junior commanding
officer, he had played a part in exerting pressure on
government leaders and influencing their decisions.

http://www.nationmultimedia.c‘om/news/edit09.html
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Minister Sanan Kachornprasart.

They had been granted amnesties and their past roles
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in causing changes of government by undemocratic
means could not be subject to legal proceedings.
Whatever they had done, compared with other military
officers who had not actively engaged in coups d'etat, it
is very hard for the public to think that they deserve the
honourable status approved by Chuan, who is also
defence minister.

The appointments were signed on Jan 19, but
retroactive to the first of the month. The whole issus,
however, only became known about three months later.
The public certainly want to know whether Chuan raised
an eyebrow after he spotted the two names.

Actually, he did. But when reporters asked why he still
approved the nominations, the prime minister gave a
typical Chuan-style response -- "you should ask the
people who submitted the proposal”. The public now
ask him: Did he ask any questions himself? Was he
satisfied with the answers? Was his conscience and the
idea of cherishing democracy disturbed at all?

It was learned that ex-army chief Gen Chettha
Thanacharo was behind the proposals. Chuan once
sent them back for review but the retired general
continued to push for approval. It was then that Chuan
signed on the dotted line.

Whether he was pressured or otherwise, the public
certainly expects the prime minister to be especially
prudent and sensitive in the case involving Thanom. He
should have foreseen what kind of negative reaction he
would expect after the matter became public. He should
have stood up and resisted the pressure, however
severe it was.

Didn't he remember that Gen Chavalit Yongchaiyudh,
while as prime minister, had to rescind his own order to
restore pension benefits to Thanom's son, Col Narong
Kittikachorn following a public uproar?

The victims of the two bloodbaths have not forgiven
Thanom for his tyrannical role. Until this day, he still
adamantly insists that he had done nothing wrong
despite the scores of dead bodies in the streets. Why
should there be anything honourable for the field

http://www nationmultimedia.com/mews/edit09.htm|

2of3

marshal'whose exercise of dictatorial powers was
dishonourable in every aspect?

Chuan as defence minister has clearly acted against
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public sentiment. Doubly wrong is that as prime
minister, he has given it further endorsement. He wil
find out soon enough what kind of public displeasure
knowledge of his decision is going to draw.

Another big mistake, still, is that he refuses to accept
that it was a serious error in judgement. His inability to
stand up to pressure only compounded it.

The Nation
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Chuan stands firm as
marathon protest looms

PRIME Minister Chuan Leekpai has ordered a
check on past appoiniments of honorary royal
guards after the ceremonious award for former
dictator Thanom Kittikhachorn has created a
political storm.

But as democracy activists yesterday threatened a
marathon protest against Chuan, the prime
minister still defended his approval for Thanom's
appointment and insisted there would be no
change.

"The prime minister wants to know who else has
been appointed and when," said Cabinet
secretry-general Vishnu Krua-ngarm.

Chuan's confrontation with the activists could be
fuelled by the fact that Thanom's son, Gen
Yutthipong, who is Air Force chief adviser, has
been part of Chuan's military advisory team
studying a restructuring plan for the armed forces.

Chuan took pain to defend his decision yesterday,
saying "no matter how | felt", he chose not to
"politicise" the military by trying to block Thanom's
nomination for the royal guard title.

"If | made a judgment based on my feelings which
of course were political, it would be tantamount to
bringing palitics back into the military,” he said.

"l faced direct consequences of Field Marshal
Thanom's rule and | had to run for cover. But in
this current position [as defence minister] | have
to base my judgment on other things than that.
And keeping the military out of poiitics has been
part of my mission."

Chuan, who also explained his decision at a
Democrat meeting yesterday, said Thanom's
nomination was approved after a three-month
consideration.

A legal academic yesterday urged him to give up
his appointment to thwart a confrontation.

A group of 30 activists and relatives of victims of
the military crackdown petitioned Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai to rescind Thanom's appointment
as the honorary officer of the 31st Infantry

hitp:/ivww.nationgroup.com/nation/news2/23h1 himl
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protesting if the government refused to meet their
demand within three days.

"We would oppose [the appointment] with our
utmost strength, aimed at upholding social
standards of what is right and wrong," the
statement said.

"Culprits should be punished and historical
records should be preserved and not distorted for
our younger generation."

The activists made no mention about the
cancurrent appointment of Maj-Gen Manoonkrit
Roopkhachormn, a former coup mastermind who
was not involved in the suppression of two
democracy uprisings, as an honorary officer of the
4th Cavalry Battalion of the Royal Guard.

In accepting the petition on Chuan's behalf,
Deputy Defence Minister Gen Wattanachai
Wuthisiri said he would promptly forward the
petition to the prime minister.

Wattanchai noted that it might not be proper to
cancel a Royal command right after it was issued,
although future developments would indicate
whether a review was necessary.

He also blamed the retired Army commander,
Gen Chettha Thanajaro, for showing insensitivity
to public feelings.

"The Army initiated the appointment process and
politicians are not the judge of its decision,” he
said, "Anyone interested in questioning the social
implication of this decision should ask Gen
Chettha.”

Vishanu Varanyu, a legal academic at
Thammasat University, suggested that Thanom
and Manoonkrit should volunteer to decline the
appointments so as to demonstrate remorse for
their past acts.

"Both Thanom and Manoconkrit were implicated in
coup plots and the use of force to suppress
political activism,™ he said.

Vishanu said Chuan must answer to the public on
how he planned to shoulder the responsibility for
creating social divisiveness over the honouring of
such men.

Chat Pattana Party deputy secretary-general
Sunai Jullapongsathorn commented that Chuan
had over-emphasised the legal aspect of the
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Thanom was one of the culprits blamed for
causing much bloodshed in both the Oct 14, 1873,
and the Oct 6, 1976, uprisings, he said, warning
that Chuan's approval of the honour for him would
be seen as a move to mend ties with a tyrant.

"If Chuan is seen as moving closer to the former
military dictator, people will now start to believe
aliegations that the prime minister is selling out
the country to foreigners,” he said, referring to the
economic reform package which allegedly works
in favour of foreign investors,

Deputy Interior Minister Chamni Sakdiseth, a
former activist during the October 1973 uprising,
said he wouldn't forget Thanem's abuse of power,
though his appointment should be viewed in a
different perspective.

Gen Yuthasak Sasiprapa, retired defence
permanent secretary, denied that he had any
influence over the decision to appoint Thanom.

Yuthasak, a son-in-law of late Field Marshal
Prapas Charusathien, the second ranking member
of Thanom's clique, said he had retired before
Chuan ordered the review of procedures for the
appointment, showing the reluctance to approve
it.

The military had reviewed but insisted on its
recommendations to honour past commanders,
Thanom and Manoonkrit.

The Nation
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Thanom resigns military
appointment

FIELD Marshal Thanom Kittikhachorn yesterday
resigned his appointment as an honorary officer of
the 31st Infantry Regiment of the Royal Guard in
a move to defuse tension after widespread
protests by democracy advocates.

Maj Gen Manoonkrit Roopkhachormn, a coup
mastermind, also declined his honorary position in
the 4th Cavalry Battalion of the Royal Guard.

The appointments, approved by Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai, have provoked an outcry against
the government for honouring the former military
dictator.

Meanwhile Pipop Thongchai, a democracy
advocate, said regardless of Thanom's decision,
Chuan must be held accountable for his decision
to endorse the honouring of the dictator.

Pipop called for a public rally tomorrow for the
people to air their views and feelings on Chuan's
insensitivity to public sentiment against
dictatorship.

Key opposition members Chaturon Chaisaeng and
Chalerm Yoobamrung attacked Chuan for
showing arrogance in defending his decision on
Thanom.

"A prime minister shouid not escape responsibility
for his decision by citing military procedures,"
Chaturon said.

Chalerm echoed Chaturon by saying that Chuan,
who was not forced to make his decision, had the
discretion to review whether to go along with the

military recommendations.

Thanom said in his resignation letter that he would
like to avoid a social divide resulting from his
honorary commission as the country was in the
grips of an economic crisis.

"With deepest gratitude, I'm honoured by the
Royal command to appoint me an honorary
officer, although some groups of people have
voiced opposition by turning it into a political
cortflict,” the statement said.

"l would like to resign my appointment s0 as to
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the government which is focusing on tackling the
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economic problems."

Thanom voiced appreciation for Chuan in
reviewing his appointment with fairness.

He announced his resignation at a press
conference after a brief meeting with Gen
Naruenart Kampanartsaenyakorn, secretary to the
defence minister.

Naruenart and other military aides of Chuan last
night met Pipop and other action group leaders
trying io explain the controversy, Pipop said,
adding that the groups would not stop the
campaign to hold Chuan responsible.

Chuan, also the defence minister, Naruenart and
other ranking military officers held a meeting
earlier on how to defuse mounting tension arising
from the appointment of Thanom.

Participants at the meeting agreed that political
tensions had increased after Chuan reiterated his
decision not to review the appointment.

Naruenart, acting as a go-between, then consulted
with Thanom, resulting in the voluntary
resignation.

in confirming Thanom's resignation, Cabinet
secretary general Vishanu Krua-ngarm
commented that it was the first case of someone
declining a military honorary appointment.

Speaking after his press conference, the former
dictator said he was no longer inveolved in politics
and that he would like to stay at home in peace.

He also revealed that the honorary appointment
was his first and only award from the military,
recognising his leadership in regimental command
in 1948.

Suvit Yodmanee, Thanom's son-in-law, said
Thanom made his own decision to resign.

Suvit claimed that honouring Thanom was purely
a military consideration in recognition of a former
commander.

"The award for Thanom was considered an
honour for both the former commander and his
mititary unit but politics has confused the issue,"
he said.

Suvit insisted that Thanom was not a culprit for
causing bloodshed in the Oct 14, 1973,
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"Most culprits are now dead and i is pointless to
blame the dead, so Thanom has kept quiet and
has not defended himseif for the sake of social
peace,” he said.

In an opinion survey, 68.49 per cent of 1,431
respondents voiced opposition to honouring
Thanom, citing his bad record.

The Suan Dusit poll also revealed that 58.84 per
cent wanted the government to cancel the
appointment.

Respondents blamed the person who initiated the
appointment process for being responsible (33.83
per cent), followed by the government (31.70 per
cent), the prime minister (24.21 per cent) and all
parties concerned (10.26 per cent).

Kanin Boonsuwan, a political activist, said Chuan
should show responsibility by quitting the defence
portfolic even though Thanom had now declined
the military award.

"Chuan’s decision is a betrayal of the people, of
democratic principles and of himself," he said.

BY PIYANART SRIVALO

The Nation
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No apology for Thanom's honour,
says Chuan

PRIME Minister Chuan Leekpai yesterday refused to
apologise over his approval to honour former dictator
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachorn, insisting that he
had done nothing wrong.

Chuan was commenting on a demand from democracy
advocates, calling for his public apology for being
insensitive to public sentiment.

Democracy advocates said they plan to hold a rally
tomorrow at Sanam Luang to demand a public apclogy
from the prime minister.

Chuan said he considered the controversy closed as
Thanom had already resigned his honorary position in
the 31st Infantry Regiment of the Royal Guard. "The
Defence Ministry has closed the case," he said. "l insist
that we have acted in accordance with established
procedures."

Chuan voiced regret, however, if his decision had been
hurtful to some groups of people who "genuinely"
opposed the military honouring of Thanom.

In explaining his decision-making process, he said that
when the appointment of Thanom was presented to him,
he had a choice of either to approve or to reject it. |
have to act either way. If approved, | must have a
reason," he said. "Likewise | must be able to justify if |
was to turn down the military recommendation."

The prime minister went on to say that he could not
overrule the military if its recommendation conformed to
criteria for honorary appointments.

Furthermore, he denied the allegation that he had sent
a high-ranking military officer to pressure Thanom into
resigning in order to thwart a looming confrontation.

~_Cabinet secretary general Vishanu Krua-ngerm
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confirmed that he had submitted Thanom's resignation
with His Majesty the King's principal private secretary
for the issuing of a Royal command to approve it.
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Meanwhile, political activists called for a review of
historical records relating to the Oct 14, 1973 uprising.
Chaiwat Surawichai, a former student activist, said
history should be clear on who were dictators, and who
were culprits for causing the bloodshed.

Chaiwat said his fellow democracy advocates would
press on with their demand for Chuan's apology.

A group of northern activists yesterday issued a call for
Chuan to admit his responsibility within two days.
Representing the group, Chaipan Prapasawat said
Chuan should at least apologise to the people.

In commenting on the call for Chuan's apology, Interior
Minister Sanan Kachornprasart said forgiveness was a
virtue of Thai society. He argued that the debate on
Thanom's appointment was a military matter which
should not be confused with politics.

Meanwhile, Prachakorn Thai Party leader Samak
Sundaravej criticised political activists, saying they had
shown disrespect for a Royal command.

"Some people are so eager to fight on regardless of the
fact that Thanom has resigned,” he said. "They have

also overlooked the Royal command for the
appointment."

BY PIYANART SRIVALO

The Nation

http:/fwww nationmultimedia.com/news/hd2603.htm!

20f2

3/25/99 12:46 PM



Headlines

-~

-

w

lofl

—_

Headlines

Family shows documents to back
Thanom

THE family of Field Marshall Thanom Kittikachorn has
released a set of documents from the police showing
that the former dictator did not order the shooting of
students and other protesters in the Oct 14, 1973,
bloodbath.

Thanom's daughter, Khunying Suda Yodmani, said last
night the family was considering whether to hold a press
conference soon to reveal the contents of the
documents.

The family move came after Thanom resigned from his
appointment as honorary officer in the army's Royal
Guard following a public protest, which was also
directed at Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai for approving,
in his capacity as the defence minister, the
recommendation of previous army chief Chetta
Thanajaro.

The documents distributed include a "highly
confidential" order from former Field Marshall Prapas
Jarustien through the Defence Ministry dated Oct 11,
1973, to a group of army units not to fire at the
protesters until further orders unless more than 10
soldiers die from weapon wounds or from grenades.

There is also a 43-page document from the police dated
Dec 3, 1976, on charges of manslaughter and
attempted murder against Thanom, Prapas and Nong
Kittikachorn as a commander of the 11th Infantry of the
Royal Guard.

According to a testimony given by former deputy
Supreme Commander, ACM Thawee Julasalp, neither
Thanom nor Prapas ordered any killing and both were
"acting within the law". But the police investigation into
the conduct of Thanom's son, Narong Kittikachorn, did
not take place because it was the responsibility of the
army.

The Nation
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Chuan refuses to make full
apology as Thanom furore grows

THAMMASAT University vice-president Wanida
Pankaew yesterday said she would ask the lecturers'
council to adopt a stand on student demands to punish
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai over his decision to
honour former military dictator Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikhachorn.

Thammasat University student activists moved to
petition for the removal of Chuan from the university's
administrative council and for the cancellation of the
Democrat Party's plan to organise its caucus for party
members on the university's grounds next month.

At a rally involving about 1,000 people, democracy
advocates yesterday expressed their outrage and
moved to solicit 50,000 signatures to pressure Prime
Minister Chuan Leekpai to issue a public apology.

Meanwhile Chuan, saying the situation was under
control reiterated his refusal to apologise for the
decision to appoint Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachorn
as an honorary officer.

"I have been honest with the people and my thoughts
always focus on the public interest," he claimed.

Chuan said Thammasat University had the discretion to
review the demands calling for his removal from its
council and to bar the Democrats from using the
university grounds to hold its party meeting.

He explained that he was awarded the council
membership by the university and that the Democrats
had struck a deal to hire the university's sports field for
its caucus.

At the Sanam Luang rally, activists distributed a
questionnaire aimed at soliciting signatures and
opinions on how Chuan should deal with accepting the
responsibility for making_the decision:

http:/fwww.nationmultimedia.com/news/26119. htm!
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The questionnaire asked peaple to vote on what Chuan
ought to do from the following options:
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* Make a public apology.

* Resign from the defence portfolio.
* Resign from the premiership.

* Dissolve the House.

* Others (specified).

Deputy Interior Minister Chamni Sakdiseth said political
and student activists should not link the Democrat Party
with the controversial decision to award Thanom an
honorary position.

Chamni pointed out that the party had sought and
received the university's approval to hire a sports field
at the Rangsit campus to hold the party's caucus.

Problems would become more complicated if the protest
against Chuan's decision atfracted other demands
unrelated to the debate, he warned.

He said Chuan had already explained the reason for his
decision and the prime minister had voiced regret if his
decision was hurtful to some groups of people.

He added that the prime minister also shared the
feelings of the people who participated in the Oct 14,
1973 uprising.

Commenting on a possible demand for Chuan to
relinquish his defence portfolio, the deputy interior
minister said that the demand was not warranted.

Interior Minister Sanan Kachornprasart voiced
confidence that the Sanam Luang rally would be
peaceful, as activists expressed their constitutional right
to air differing opinions.

Democrat MP Amnuay Suwankhiri said Chuan had
predicted a public outcry if Thanom were accorded the
military award.

When the military recommendation on Thanom was

20f3

presented to Chuan, he ordered a review, Amnuay said.
But the military insisted on the award, pressuring Chuan
to give his approval for the sake of bureaucratic morale.
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Maj Gen Manoonkrit Roopkhachorn, who concurrently
was appointed and resigned from his honorary military
position, said that democracy advocates should not
confuse bureaucratic procedures with politics,

"Established procedures, such as the appointment of an
honorary royal guard, should not be interpreted as a
fight between democracy and a dictatorship,” he said.

Manoonkrit argued that the prime minister had no other
option but to process the honorary appointment for a
Royal command.

The Nation
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Chettha tells public 'blame me not
Chuan’

FORMER army chief Gen Chettha Thanajaro yesterday
urged the public to go easy on Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai and blame him [Chettha] instead for the
nomination of former dictator Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn to an honorary officer's position in an
infantry regiment.

The appointment has provoked an on-going outcry from
the public, activists, academics, and the opposition,
some of whom called on Chuan to make a public

apology.

"I'm ready to take responsibility for the prime minister
because | was the one who proposed his [Thanom's]
name for such an honour," Chettha said.

"1 didn't realise it would have any impact and neither did
| have any ill intention toward the public," he said.

Chettha's nomination of Thanom is being deemed as a
setback for the former army chief who is toying with the
idea of entering politics.

He dismissed suggestions that the appointment would
erase or undermine the horrific past for Thais who took
part in the pro-democracy uprising.

Thanom last Wednesday rejected the appointment and
urged the public to "avoid possible unrest and an
embarrassment for the government".

Chuan refused to apologise for the appointment. The
decision was made in his capacity as defence minister
who has to take into consideration a number of factors
other than politics, he said.

PM'S Office Minister Jurin Laksanavisit told a press
conference after a meeting of government whips
yesterday that they had agreed to an opposition motion

http:/ferww.nationmultimedia.com/news/lo1.html

on Thursday to debate Thanom's appointment.

Jurin, also the chief government whip, said related
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government agencies and the prime minister would
answer the opposition's questions during the session.

Meanwhile, the Network of Committees Campaigning for
Democracy said yesterday that it would soon start a
nationwide campaign to sound out the public about the
calls for Chuan to publicly apologise over the matter.

Suvit Watnu, secretary-general of the group, gave the
premier and Interior Minister Sanan Kachornprasart
untit May 17, the seventh anniversary of the popular
uprising against the Suchinda Kraprayoon government,
to make the apology. He warned of "total chaos" if the
demand was not met.

Leaders of the Students Union of Thammasat
University, meanwhile, filed a petition with rector Naris
Chaiyasut and his 10 deputies, calling for the university
to ban the Democrat Party from holding its annual
assembly at the university's gymnasium. The students
held the ruling Democrats responsible for the Thanom
controversy.

The university executives later resolved that the campus
would go on with its approval for the party to hold its
assembly on April 2 and 3. The rector said the
university was obliged to allow its property for public
use.

Naris' deputy, Kaewsan Atipho, said that was the
executives' decision but the Council of Faculties would
meet today to make the university's stance.

Another deputy rector, Somyos Chuathai, said the
university would guarantee the students' right to protest
during the Democrats' assembly.

Kaewsan, Somyos and other deputy rectors said they
made yesterday's decision in their capacity as university
executives and it did not necessarily reflect their
personal views.

BY PIYANART SRIVALQ

The Nation
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Thammasat ignores student
demands

THAMMASAT University, long renowned for its
pro-democracy stance, has decided to ignore its
students' calls to cancel the school's agreement with the
Democrat Party for the use of its Rangsit compound for
a caucus in the wake of the Thanom controversy.

But the Democrat Party faces a tough choice when it
has to decide at a meeting today whether to change the
caucus venue. Informed party sources said key
Democrats were divided over the issue, with some
believing a retreat could be interpreted as an admission
of guilt while others warning against provoking a
confrontation.

The students have been up in arms after Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai insisted that he had done nothing wrong
in appointing former dictator Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn to a special military position.

Last week, the former dictator officially "resigned"” from
what is widely-regarded as a ceremonial military
position. However, the Thammasat students, led by
Banpot Kaewsawang, want Chuan to apologise to the
public over the move. They also called Chuan a dictator
who had "kowtowed" to a "tyrant".

The students also called on the university to cancel a
deal it had concluded with the Democrat Party, by which
the university allowed the party to utilise its Rangsit
compound for political activities.

"Every square inch of this university's compound stands
for liberty. We do not welcome a political party whose
behaviour contradicts the principle of government and
we [the students] hope the pittance the party agrees to
part with will be regarded as a poor match with the
honour and prestige that is part of this university."

Thammasat University Rector Assoc Prof Narit

-—Chayasut-said-yesterday that-the-university-will-honour---- -

its commitment with the Democrat Party.

House Speaker and Parliament President Wan

3/29/99 2:01 PM
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Muhammad Noor Matha, of the opposition New
Aspiration Party, yesterday called on Premier Chuan to
do something to end the standoff he and his party are
involved in with democracy groups.

He also provided some advice to the government.

"The government should learn a lesson from the
incident. A government should avoid moves that irritate
public sentiment even when they are lawful and
principled, or when they conform with the established
rules," he said.

He said it was up to the premier to decide on how to end
the standoff,

The Nation
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Family sets record right on
Thanom

THE long-held popular belief that former dictator Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn ordered the bioody
crack-down on pro-democracy protesters on Oct 14,
1973, is a gross misunderstanding, his relatives told a
press conference yesterday.

Thanom's son, ACM Yuthapong Kittikachorn, denied the
press conference was the resuit of heavy lobbying by
certain key government figures. He also said that
Thanom's decision last week to reject his appointment
as an honorary royal guard was of his own making.

Thanom's son-in-law, Suvit Yodmani, told the press
conference that a police investigation team set up after
the incident had cleared Thanom of the allegations and
public prosecutors had not taken legal action against
him, owing to strong evidence in Thanom's favour.

He said the misunderstanding might have been caused
by a statement by the Prime Minister's Office dated Nov
8, 1973, which said that Thanom, Field Marshal
Prapass Charusthira and Thanom's son Col Narong
Kittikachorn had "violated the law and acted vengefully”
in dealing with the mass protest. The statement cited an
investigation by the Defence Ministry.

Thanom, Prapass and Narong were then referred to as
the "Tyrant Trio".

Suvit said the late ACM Dawee Chullasapya, who was
then serving as defence minister, had testified to
investigators that the statement was the result of a
Cabinet resolution aimed at reducing public pressure. in
fact the Defence Ministry had never conducted an
investigation into the incident, Dawee was quoted as
saying.

"The results of the actual investigation have never been
available to the public," Suvit told the press conference,

http:/fwww.nationmultimedia.com/news/1o3.html
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"l won't say whether Field Marshal Thanom was right or
wrong in how he dealt with the incident. | just want the
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public to know that he did not order the killings of
students and the public," he said.

He also said that a government investigation committee
had found that Thanom had recorded details of the
spending of secret funds allocated for use under his
sole authority, although this was not strictly required.

Suvit, answering questions from reporters, said that
assets and property belonging to Thanom totalling some
Bt36 million had been seized by a later government. He
said the former premier and his wife Jongko! were
relying on their children for financial support.

ACM Yuthapong told the press conference that there
had been no lobbying or pressure from the government
for Thanom to reject his appointment as an honorary
royal guard.

"Dad decided to quit on the night of March 23 and
drafted the resignation letter himself. | believe the prime
minister is too honourable to send anyone to lobby my
father," Yuthapong said.

He also said that the copies of the investigation report
Suvit referred to, which were distributed to reporters at
the press conference, were not concocted. He added
that the probe had been conducted when Thanom,
Prapass and Narong were in exile after losing power
and therefore it was unlikely that they could have
interfered with it.

Yuthapong also defended Narong, his elder brother,
against allegations that the former colonel had
machine-gunned protesters from a helicopter. He said
Narong had merely been on an observation flight and
that the investigation had later found that the real
culprits had been snipers who had fired from the roofs
of nearby buildings.

"These people were arrested but later released,”
Yuthapong said.

The Nation
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Editorial & Opinion

THAITALK: Yes, Mr PM, it's okay to
apologise

PRIME Minister Chuan Leekpai may be surprised to
learn that it is, in fact, okay -- even praiseworthy -- for
him to issue an official apology over his decision to sign
an order to name Thanom Kittikachorn an honorary
royal guard.

What is not okay is his argument in the past week that
he has done nothing wrong.

It's a clear blunder and the quicker he apologises for the
oversight, the better for him politically -- which seems to
be what he cares most over this incident. Had he not
considered it a political issue, he could have just acted
like a statesman and declared: "I am sorry | goofed. |
thought 1 could get away with it. All | wanted was not to
offend the army -- not to please Thanom."

It was vintage Chuan once again when, confronted with
a demand to explain how he could have done anything
to vindicate a former military dictator, the prime minister
threw himself into semantics: "If | have done anything
wrong, | would be ready to say sorry. But | haven't done
anything wrong." His political footwork was out of tune.
His posturing was clearly disturbing.

Chuan's argument was flawed from the outset. He was
trying to justify his action by drawing a line between him
-- a civilian defence minister -- and the professional
army. In other words, he was indicating that the
proposed appointment of Thanom as an honorary royal
guard was an "internal affair" of the army and he, being
an "outsider", simply had to go along with the
nomination. In fact, Chuan defended his decision by
revealing that he had in fact sent the suggestion back
three times to the army for reconsideration. And when
the army refused to scrap the idea, the defence minister
simply had no choice but to put his signature on that
document.

e The-logic-was-bizarre-if-not-blatantly-twisted-For-one —_—
thing, Chuan isn't only a defence minister. He is also the
country's prime minister. He decides what's good for the
country -- not what pleases a particular vested interest
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group at a given time. And even on occasions when he
places political consideration over principle -- as is
obvious in the case of the Thanom incident -- Chuan
stili didn't sound very convincing when he tried to tell us
that it was the army's very own tradition and
deep-rooted loyalty that he had to respect in reachlng
that controversial decision.

When it comes to public issues, there is no such thing
as an "internal affair" of the army, just as there is no
such thing as an "internal affair" of a political party. It is
hard to accept that Chuan -- who himself went through
the trauma of the Thanom-Prapass regime - doesn't
appreciate this universal political fact today. Of course,
there is no denying that in principle he knows where the
buck stops. But political expediency probably brought
about a temporary blurring of his otherwise brilliant
comprehension of history.

A more charitable interpretation would be that Chuan
didn't want the army to feel that a civilian defence
minister was interfering with its own ways of doing
things. But then, Chuan could be totally wrong on that
count. The army leadership might have in fact
welcomed a firm rejection by Chuan in this case had he
explained the possible social and political implications
of appearing to whitewash the dictatorial rule of the
Thanom regime.

Had Chuan demonstrated his national leadership
instead of hiding behind "traditional military norm", he
would have set a new precedent. He would have in fact
set the pace for real reform within the ranks of the
armed forces.

After all, when Chuan decided to hold the extra defence
portfolio apart from being prime minister this time, the
implied message was that he was serious about
creating a new mind-set in the military establishment
about democracy, civilian leadership and political
transparency. This latest incident only goes to prove
that it's all wishful thinking. It's still very much a "live
and let live" relationship.

The desperate efforts on the part of the premier's aides
to come to his rescue have made things worse. Deputy

http:/fwww.nationmultimedia.com/news/30pol0.3.html
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Interior Minister Chamni Sakdiseth (who himself was an
Oct 14, 1973 anti-Thanom activist) made a fool of
himself by likening the naming Thanom an honorary
royal guard to the conferring of honorary degree by a
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university. Again, he was trying to make this national
issue an "internal affair" of an institution.

Deputy Premier Sanan Kachornprasart shot himself in
the foot yet again. He had the effrontery to put Thanom
in the same historical context as Pridi Panomyong.
Again, the same ludicrous argument was implied -- that
if Thammasat University could honour such a
controversial figure as Pridi, the army could also offer a-
similar gesture to Thanom.

Sanan not only shamelessly distorted history but also
made a mockery of the sacrifice by those who were
killed in their fight to overthrow dictatorial government in
1973.

If Chuan didn't hasten to teach a few valuable lessons
of political history to his underlings, he would soon be
forced to issue not one apology for his own biunder, but
many more for the absurd, self-serving excuses made
by his Cabinet members.

For the prime minister, the situation has gone beyond
the point where saying sorry would suffice to pacify
public anger over the clear attempt to vindicate
Thanom. He will have to come clean with the public with
an official apology. Chuan should be gratified that the
Thai people's memory isn't as notoriously short as it has
always been portrayed to be -- not when it's a question
of democracy versus dictatorship or the despots against
the oppressed anyway.

He is probably surprised that the people are in fact
telling him that it's okay to apologise -- he won't lose
face or votes or even his political convictions. Quite a
few who have closely followed his political career are
even waiting anxiously to forgive him once that big A
word is pronounced without conditions attached.

Unless, of course, the man who has vowed to fight
dictatorship throughout his political life has changed his
view on history regarding the the Oct 14, 1973 uprising.
Then again, even an apology now would be too little,
too late.

BY SUTHICHAI YOON

The Nation
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Student hero attacks unrepentant
Chuan

FORMER student leader Thirayuth Boonmee yesterday
echoed mounting calls for Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai to apologise over his decision to rubber-stamp
the appointment of ex-dictatorial premier Thanom
Kittikhachorn as an honorary royal guard.

Pressure against Chuan over the matter has increased
despite Thanom's announcement last week that he
would reject the honour. The premier has refused to
apologise, saying he has done nothing wrong.

Meanwhile, Thanom's relatives will go ahead with plans
for a press conference today to counter allegations that
he was responsible for the Oct 14, 1973, bloody
crackdown on pro-democracy protesters when he was
prime minister.

"The prime minister has to formally apologise to the
public. He was wrong when he said that his decision did
not affect the public and he did nothing wrong,"
Thirayuth, who |led the democracy uprising in 1973
which overthrew Thanom's regime, said in his first
public response to the controversy.

He said Chuan in fact had caused damage, politically
and socially.

"He [Chuan] sticks too much to the procedures and is
too self-confident,” Thirayuth said, adding that it might
be because Chuan has been in power for a long time.

The premier's decision had a negative impact on the
respect to historical events and the fighting spirit for
democracy, he said.

"The Democrat Party and Chuan have always claimed
to be democratic. They have preached to people to stick
to principtes. That's why when the prime minister made
the mistake, he came in for a lot of criticism," Thirayuth

hitp://www.nationmultimedia.com/mews/lo4 htm]

Thirayuth, now a lecturer at Thammasat University's
Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology, also criticised
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Democrat secretary-general and Interior Minister Sanan
Kachornprasart for comparing Thanom to the late
statesman Pridi Banomyong.

Sanan said the Army's respect for Thanom was the
same as Thammasat University students' respect for
Pridi.

Thirayuth said while Pridi had brought many benefits to
the country, such as introducing democracy, leading an
underground movement against the Japanese
occupation during World War Il and establishing
Thammasat University, Thanom had associated himself
with dictatorial regimes.

"Sanan's words have caused pain and division in
society," he said.

Thirayuth called on former Thammasat students to
boycott Sanan and the Democrat Party if they did not
apologise.

Meanwhile, Thanom's daughter Khunying Songsuda
Yodmani confirmed yesterday that the press conference
to "unveil the facts about the Oct 14 incident” will be
held today at Thanom's house at 10 am.

She said the press conference was called because her
family had received several calls from the public asking
them to confirm the claim by her husband, Suvit
Yodmani, that Thanom did not order the crackdown on
protesters. She added that Thanom had been informed
of the press conference.

"If we don't call this press conference, allegations
against dad will continue and people will think what
Khun Suvit said is a lie," Songsuda said.

She complained that "ungrounded" allegations had
been directed against her father, including through the
mass media. But she said she would not take legal
action against the accusers.

In a related development, the results of a survey
showed citizens wanted Prime Minister Chuan to
apologise to the public over Thanom's appointment.

hitp:/fwww.nationmultimedia.com/news/lo4.html
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Asked what Chuan should do to show responsibility
over the matter, 40.4 per cent called for his apology,
14.2 per cent wanted him to resign as the defence
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minister, and 6.9 per cent wanted him to quit as the
prime minister, the Abac-KSC Internet Poll said
yesterday.

Of those surveyed, 15.4 per cent said Chuan need not
be responsible for the matter, 4.7 per cent wanted
dissolution of Parliament, and 21 per cent did not
express their views,

When asked about the level of their confidence in the
prime minister after the Thanom issue, 42.4 per cent
said it was lower, 46.8 per cent said it remained
unchanged, and 1.7 per cent said it was higher.

The survey covered 1,150 people in Bangkok and the
surrounding provinces.

The Nation
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Students keep heat on PM for
apology

THAMMASAT University's student union yesterday
issued a protest over Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai's
approval of a military honour for Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikhachorn, demanding the premier issue a public
apology and reconsider his role as a member of the
university's council.

Union leader Banpot Kaewsawang called on Chuan, in
his concurrent capacity as defence minister, to
apologise to the people for having approved the
appointment of the former dictator as an honorary royal
guard.

The student organisation, he said, will also hold a public
hearing on whether Chuan, a Thammasat alumnus,
should be dismissed from his position as an honorary
member of the university council because of Thanom's
appointment, which he described as running counter to
democratic principles.

Banpot said the group feels that the university should
not allow the Democrat Party, with Chuan at its helm, to
use the main auditorium at Thammasat's Rangsit
campus as the venue for its general assembly on April
3. The university will receive Bt1 million for the use of
the auditorium.

"Qur university has always upheld democracy and we
should not support a politician who promotes a dictator,"”
he said.

The student union will submit an official letter to the
rector today to ask the university to reconsider allowing
the party to use the auditorium, he said.

The group will also go public against Chuan's decision
in this case by organising an exhibition and distributing
leaflets detailing background information about the
Thanom regime and reasons why he must not be
honoured, Banpot said.__.

"We will consider subsequent action if the university
maintains its position," Banpot said.

htip:/fwww.nationmultimedia.com/news/lo6.html

3/29/99 10:04 AM



EETRAEPLT B IR s R TR htipheww.nationgroup.comibhk/1eatipol/pola1et/pol3io1.hitml

il auasan'dusiuea v

v

- meﬁ’mqn'ﬁiqwﬁ'aﬂﬁ - A TUIENYRTDANLLAILANT. FIL Y

4 [] . ) ° ' ﬂ‘l v
anwssaUsziddan Sadalafiuiorunaandnngvang lusesnandealmeayszron wisnafynudsgudocu i,

Ao ¥
AMIRUINTIALENTBTH U TS T

{ « aV { ar i [T v v H a v v v '
tuzid iy ﬁﬂs:‘quwﬁﬂm:mﬁﬂ'mﬁwmaﬁaﬂﬂ‘::qu'lmylluﬁ‘[‘mmmaﬂmnm ol wiexln "Hagns’

' P o a - ¥ ! Yo ¥
oadnawssaLszansuan LNFJ'W]Uﬂ‘ﬂlLaﬁN‘ﬂ'l"lu':i"lu\ﬁﬂ’lﬂﬂﬂqqﬂﬂ']?lﬁuﬂ??&ln']‘i'aﬂ"l““"l']'ﬂﬂ"ﬂﬂ“ﬁ? SUATTTHNATRATEHULSEY

X
winafing 2oAuscing seslusnwssalszBng unasmendenTLy mwwamammwuwm
< 9 o v Y o 4 -
ﬂﬂ‘i:“guiﬂﬁ‘mﬁ‘mmﬁtl‘lﬁ"l.mﬁ‘?iﬂﬁtlw.u.laﬂﬂm’mﬂa’]“ﬂ‘mﬂﬁ?ﬁ‘iﬁgulﬁtyﬂ'l:»imvﬁﬁ':‘,‘él'lﬂT.Ii]\‘lw‘:‘i‘ﬂ qﬂnquﬂﬁmummmauﬁsmmﬂm Feda

s - M A v : 3 o e
1ﬂL1j%I‘NLWN?E)EIEI7L’Qﬂ7 Iﬂ[lﬂm:ﬂ‘i’?ﬂdﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁl\ﬂu\lﬂ‘gﬁﬂ\?ﬁ\‘lLﬂ@}k’ﬂ'ﬂﬂ\?!‘l’tﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂuﬂﬁﬂ ‘ﬁﬂﬁﬂ"l’ﬂﬂﬁkﬁuﬂ’iﬂ

vy - Y ; o, o . ‘. ; ; .

ol imgrafienznssumrdashinguas fa Laswmmnindnmaminedostmaaans nie aus Sudfuniclulsoenormasas
Cw u v ; a e an® C v, o

TufumetumsinsseaclaaniuirasumInengs vluasdiuaaesmansssenans untts wisadclesninlassuuslse

I T Tl w VX a ) )
Lﬁﬂvl.aﬂ.ﬂl.ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ“'llﬂLtEN‘IJ‘Hﬂ‘]EﬂuH‘ﬁTﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬁNﬁ‘]ﬁWﬁ'

- Yo e Ve v aan o o VeV oo 0
2anwssmAu unstidaand ASHTYMUNUBEGURT windiflafiazaansindgwutle mawstefiazdagulah
v ; . v e [ v \ ;
’5ﬂﬂmé‘ﬂmmaaﬂmuﬁqﬂmmszﬂgucﬁ’onm'a wissaRswissimusnaaeineea Tﬂﬂeﬂn’t‘rﬂ‘nﬁ‘sﬂ'lmg'lmﬁwi’uw 2 L8,
Y v v Ceo, o d o o % y o ¥
azfidgsamd ssnauiugianmandiuiniu uaimuensluiud 3 ueedandawdn Tefasdnsaenessameaaiinimizes o

ll : ol s v bt ¢
8.5.8.7. W87 14.30-15.30 %, Badlunsshanonuoswiszim nands wandguuni usstmumssedssastag

a £ ' 4 o TR S AN BAPP a 4V ' o v
windafinguasine MaisuwlssanuiUssgedna sminatrarlasaseii 1 s 10 andudinasaneadl ¢+ smum
z ' . L vy d o I -
TINTREAIATINETaRAANN NI 30 W7 wemnladafissanenans fazanna inTzantinfusune

{Lﬂﬂ\‘iﬂ'ﬂNd']u\'l‘;l:LauWNN"l?'JNﬂ?:‘?éuﬂ?ﬂ

w
o

a < ! ! 5 o Y e { a_a
wiEgmananidna ‘ﬂ'l\'i‘ﬂ??ﬂﬂ\ﬂﬁ:Wﬂ']U'TN“D’I.L’-Nﬂ’]ﬂ"ﬂNL‘?.I'l‘l‘ﬂﬂ‘].lﬂﬁzﬁ"t'ﬂul.ﬁtl’éﬂuﬂ"l‘il-W]\JW\‘l ABNNWRAUDN NAAURT

o 2 - w oY . N S aa o Y
lﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂTﬁNLﬂman?:E}ﬂﬂ ﬂqﬂﬂ\!ﬂﬁﬂ\igﬂﬂg ﬁ?u’ﬂ:ﬁﬂ’lﬂﬂIﬂW‘i?ﬂ']‘ﬁuﬁ%ﬂ‘lN ﬂ%ﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ“ﬁﬂﬂﬂ“’lﬂ%’]ﬂ??ﬂ

- - L2 ! Qr M v a ' L3 ar «

A wisuwan Tnns saslaennstalzsmitan uosen wiendguuedlouasarustnaamuminenduosmueans

: e Y - v o . Ao ‘

s fifvuailumadunssamsaaamineds dunisaremniuansminandbua s ine s Is mans
5 w L4

flszaeaazanaan lnanaunuiglnas. 2 mnso s lniee Teaninsweny

v ° ar ' ' - & g
1ﬂ£lﬂ\1ﬂ1’13~l'5ﬂ14\1ﬂGﬂﬂ']‘]'}]aﬂ'a’?&lﬂ’]‘iﬁﬂ']N‘H'lTﬂEl'mE.Iﬁ‘i"i'N AT

a1 laimIn ANEINENR RS TINEMERT AN TONUA LAY mTlmnzngauafidunssunissnuninerdenaly iwmsfinnusnuiany
Lavhuufinenedifie

o o

*mm..ﬂ ﬁﬁdﬁﬂ"l‘]ﬂﬂ ’Nﬁﬁ?’]\‘lﬂ I‘NWW??FIU‘I""H'IE?E’WEI VLﬂLLﬂﬁﬂ@lﬂUIﬂﬂﬁ%LnﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬂElﬁ?!l"ﬂﬁ' 'LICIIN amwmumunﬂnm'lumwmsm 14 a8

P
7]

oR1R ‘M‘i""i Iil.l F\’\‘!lﬂ"l%mﬂiﬂ?!‘“l&l‘\’\"l WweTaI lquﬂ‘?ﬂ'meuﬁup‘l‘]uﬁ'\ennm l‘rm ‘Wﬁl!.l!h'lﬁ\ S\ﬁm‘ilﬂi‘lﬁ*ﬂ‘lﬂl mﬁ'llﬂ““fﬁﬁ IW’\'\’\TH’

1ofa 23089 11:09 PM



Y wmanuuT bt

hitp2fwww.naliongroup.comvbkkrtzeapolipelatat/pelz1o1.html

-
E H H MBI BB S ITILI e JrPUY 18 1 SR el ML et R e I G L R R i L

. aw ¥ Y a v
UasIsAd TS Un A Ny e Ui Lﬂ%tﬂ?ﬂ:%ﬁﬂﬁ?qﬂﬁﬂ BARNLNTIA

! L ‘l " ¥ “ v ' [ - ::" L < a '
FUENIRTTILNINIT U?xkﬁ%‘ﬂu‘]ﬂﬁ']‘lﬂuEIE]NTJE]I‘\’IMJ‘S:’D”‘I‘HH G]']N’ﬂﬂl?ilﬂ‘i‘ﬂ\'lilﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂ?ﬂ‘i:‘lﬂﬁﬂiﬂﬂﬂ% lﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂé{ﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂuﬂ

a € v oo o : o P v o ¥ 4
saUneitas lwan nvlads Wissamdwinasaonanssruaagmandedls nw. st wesmlnednlneidoamegudes

LA “J ] - ° w L o a i . v Ll ]
ﬁ\‘i%W'lﬂl'nll"lLﬁW‘J"l gjmﬂ‘szmﬁum:‘lﬂﬂmm LLWH‘)T\T]?(?'Nﬂ'l"l%ﬂa»lwa‘l'ikkﬂﬂ?:‘ﬂ’]‘ﬂﬂ

flalnd sswdanfiazeansnuansanafufnrauamanisnatizabm:

4 a .- L
dnananTassdudumuaattalng
v oA AP ‘ v 3 ¥ o ms s F -
MAENY BNEIRTENNTINENRHTTINGNSAT (ND.) 1@ﬂi:ﬁutuaaqﬂawuu Tﬂﬂmﬂ'mm AT TN 1J1"ﬁ'mamm'-nm
Lmamam‘sﬂ'r.’nuﬂ ygmaraEdadn Lwaﬂ'-z“'lﬂauﬂum'mmﬂﬂﬂwummaan'la'mmw'-}..ﬂuﬂﬂﬂamﬂ mmqmwg]nmaa

lFIEJ\‘i'LI'I\'i'iJ?"?T"I'ﬁH ﬂﬂaﬁLWBﬂi’"‘Hﬂﬁﬂ‘lﬂﬂ ua..amn'lwmmmsmﬂ?au Lﬂuumsuu

Mlzguddnmsinsmdimauiouiousssneneddd Auasuwanuon uamfuriuwinyid Lﬁuqﬂﬂaﬁmsﬂmnnmﬂ’lsw

oy ! A . Loy a - ! € ! a4 6 m o Vd " a2 A A‘JL" - v
ﬁﬂu[Nﬂ'-l'Iﬂ’Q:‘l-l']N"lﬂﬂ"l’lﬂ‘NLﬂ?EI'LIWIHU E]EI'N“].‘IHW'IN ﬂﬂiNﬁ']N'\':ﬂﬂ“l:’.ﬂﬁiH%ﬂ']‘ﬂﬂ'] nuﬁwnm’munmu ] lﬂ‘!’l:ﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘?ﬂﬂlﬁmka’?

' aat v v ! vy - v .
ﬁ’)uﬂ?mﬂﬂ?:‘ﬂ'\ﬁﬂt?ﬁﬂ?ﬂG'L‘ﬁ‘lﬂElﬂ“d N’]‘I]El‘[ﬂiﬂ'ﬁ‘i'ﬁﬁ"l'ﬁu ABNITUGIFIIDNNANUAN Lﬂuﬂqﬂ'ﬂ“ﬁﬂ‘iWLﬁH mmmmﬂwmﬁm'}

v ) N ) v . . . vio . -
mafonsasiinan Wuenadaduiiawrsouaasaanetle Siureny wneaglulrgniam 14 gm raTRsgTnanslaynaneieazsi
wiinmadasunn.anuningse

: o - 4 e v A o on 4 % e,
mamadnfivmadafiaslvunany wumnn'rzl.ﬂunsmﬂwan'mmqwman TuFasiimeaniaranseaslua luddiung
wzladduralumsiacoannau dnvadunuseaenns panelsfiauneaniaTaIseiuan 'lun’mmamﬂm"ﬂﬁummmqﬂmg@u

' ¥
1uﬁ‘aw=|.wmﬂaa'|.ui..uun'mumnnm uwaﬂaﬂulmnﬂﬂ'rm'm'nn ‘na’lmmuumaﬂlmuuumsm a9
LLa:ag‘lugw:n‘:‘mn’rsamum'mmaﬂ Urznaumewezau winde WIHHN YuA uazweiyg® vrniagw

v v 3 - PY N o < o | YY¥X a Y a N =
ﬂ’]'ﬂﬂ']‘i"ﬂall"ﬂﬁﬂﬂuﬁ?.li‘l\‘iu?ﬂ’?ﬂﬂ']ﬂﬂ ﬂ']ij‘ﬂﬂ'i"'l‘!.!'l'lﬂwW‘i"i’ﬂﬂ?ﬂi’]ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂlﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂq:Tlﬂ'l?iwuﬂl.lﬂ"l 'ﬂ\‘ivl.ﬁ#ﬂﬂ'l‘lw‘ﬂ"l?m"l

L
L‘i']f_lHEIMT‘M’]FIH’IEIFITENH@I‘IEEJHN'HIETYI'I:HJ‘I..‘II"ITIH ﬂﬂﬂﬂ’]\iﬂ’qoﬁuﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ Lkﬁukﬁ'ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂuﬂmﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂﬂi FFIne

laamnlumafiazvelsduduosnminagy" mm‘muﬂa’n
4 I
WIENONLIAR I UNATALTSA
A w o w a a o - o Ve PV ! - ar
Ewiideais wisians fesnea adenonasamainfinm ss.d 2516 Tadauzzgamnon ausanaste douni 2516 audodaqiu

. Cog an ¥ v A4 o a . o
MEERIMTUTTYN wERTWaUnRIN ﬁﬂ's:*'quai‘um'ln ang.i 2516 Tagiu AumtefadeanuminaSossaaenantuiud 1987 10.00

‘ . UA - ar \ -
u.ﬁﬁnTﬂu lﬁﬂlﬂﬁﬂ'l‘im']ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂuu’]ﬂ’ﬂ?u ﬂaﬂ"ﬂﬂﬂ’]ﬂﬂuﬂ‘ﬁ&lﬂ’l‘é’ﬁﬂﬂN%T}ﬂﬂ"lﬂUﬁ?‘iNﬂ’]ﬁﬂ? LWT’lﬂﬂl‘H@}gﬂ?‘a‘"m

wanandt ATzeadosiun Lwa'lwm‘:ﬂ':.mumwm auﬁ.ﬂnmuﬂu‘lﬂamﬂnﬂm_ﬁglﬁmﬂm..m‘mmﬂum_1m@

2ala

mamnmﬁ'lumm'r:mumunwﬂ aug., ‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂb 3] BWﬂW"INF‘i’NNﬂUﬁ“ﬂ‘uﬂ'ﬁwUﬂ‘iﬂﬂrlﬁu”lE!‘ZI']uﬂﬂ'l‘lﬂﬂﬁlﬂTﬂmJ‘iuﬁ"l"ﬂu

33099 11209 PM



UL ywATEN Y T Yol

- P L v " vu . ¥

WIELAG BT LATMERYS neenms aws.d 2519 namn lumrduntidaaslvanavminendawmeseninais andpanulug
{ s - ! a4 R ar ! L ! v o - -
gl fundfetonsratszmdinen fodudumivayunaroniely mnﬁu’[ﬂmnﬁwm&umﬂﬂ fazlauusimrsadzanidng

'lﬁm‘sauTumﬂaﬁ'uagumwﬂ-ﬁuu'[ﬂmmaawsmwaiﬂmm
ar r L P ™ - -
A frinsandlvonanlulmivsd

C o f av € oo o ! - 4 v e
wiginue Fa¥ne wie afdne dnlmmamedean Sudun aunanuen Aaindamafiuianazalnilyle

] L} a o o a 1 v L a v - - w q‘

Lma:wuﬂ‘nl,ﬂuﬂuﬁuﬂ:mmﬂ‘m‘laf“lﬂ LW?’l:‘.lﬁﬂ‘m‘ﬂa\‘lﬂuLHEi'ifﬁﬂu’]ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂ?:ﬂﬂﬂ?:ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂu Inefin aeuwasuan Fulraanwaagwh

o e . ; P "y £

surdra adaureny uadnuds twssdsssuwsagueinns [anwsousnfidallauasBaningannwanus
- Pl v v ' . "’ [P v,
wisgansudaansaslmnermesnainnamze sz wusha (dela Alalossaaddosinelaiu

v . 4w . P . , .

"onfanzuusaa b waa‘lunqﬂow 9 ananatidesineg (2:f) ﬁ‘aanmngﬂ Feanyineudawy 11'sﬂmg‘:E)'nﬁfamaeﬂ‘:zmﬁua:ﬂ‘z:mﬁmﬁwﬁu.q
G . v D

fin qmmuﬂ'a‘:ﬂ’ma:wﬂww?:wwu ‘ENLwﬁ’uqmmu'lu'lﬂﬂunn'mﬁaa Wil auisetanunaslunsansaanilammiu®

- r ' v v R I v
u']ﬂigaﬂ‘i*mﬂﬂ']')&lﬁﬁﬁ"l Naﬂ‘l"lﬂ'LIﬂI‘YIHI.LE'Jﬂz@lﬂﬂﬂ'lﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ"lﬂ@ﬂllﬁuﬂ ?N'].ﬂﬂ’]IﬂNﬂ']ﬁ

fasae U

hitpzawww.nationgroup.comvbhi19sa/polipolait/polaset.himl

3cl3

3/30f03 11:09 PM



Headlines
5o

1of4

-

Headlines

Top Democrats hit by Thanom
honour

SENIOR Democrats have begun to feel the heat of public
uproar over the Thanom controversy, and many believe it
was a good idea for him to apoiogise to the public, party
sources said yesterday.

But the MPs did not dare to bring up the issue during a
party meeting yesterday.

"Prime Minister Chuan talked about everything but the
Thanom issue during the meeting, and nobody was brave
enough to raise it," said a source.

"The issue has been a cause for concern among many
senior party MPs, especially those who have strongholds
in Bangkok. Some of them now want the prime minister to
issue a public apology, because this is a very sensitive
matter.”

Pressure continued to grow yesterday. Demonstrating its
solidarity with democracy advocates, Thammasat
University Teachers' Council yesterday called on Chuan
to issue a public apology for his controversial decision to
honour a military dictator.

The council also welcomed the Democrat Party's decision
not to use the university's Rangsit facility for a caucus
next month. The ruling party yesterday confirmed the
change of venue, which will force it to cut down the
number of participants from 5,000 to just a few hundred.

The council explained that an apology from Chuan would
lead to a quick end to the social divisions arising since the
appointment of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachorn as an
honorary officer of the 31st Infantry Regiment of the Royal
Guard.

However, it stopped short of calling for the removal of
Chuan from the university administrative councll, saying
that the matter was beyond its jurisdiction.

Council chairman Voravuth Hiranyarak said that the
council had issued a resolution reaffirming its stand to
fight for justice and democracy. The resolution also
pointed out that Chuan's decision should serve as a
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reminder that democratic compatriots who had suffered
from the Oct 14, 1973 military crack-down had not
forgotten their bitter experiences, he said.

"Anyone attempting to distort history will certainly face stiff
opposition," he warned.

The council voiced regret that Interior Minister Sanan
Kachornprasart had tried to compare the honour
accorded to the late statesman Pridi Banomyong with the
military award to Thanom, though the minister later denied
having made such a comparison.

It welcomed the Democrat Party's decision to relocate the
party annual convention, which it had planned to hold at a
sports field on the Rangsit campus.

Meanwhile the Thammasat University students' move to
rally the opposition against Chuan seemed to taper off
yesterday when only 20 students signed their petition
calling for the Democrats to hold their caucus off the
campus. However, the students’ union devised a new
strategy yesterday, planning to mobilise all former heads
of Thammasat students from 1973 to submit a letter to
the university council calling for Chuan's removal as a
Thammasat councillor.

Banpot Kaewsawang, chairman of the Thammasat
Students Union, insisted that his protest would not be
over until Chuan agreed to apologise to the people. He
said that he planned a move to solicit 1,000 signatures
supporting the call to remove Chuan from the university
administrative council, stating that such a move would not
be necessary if Chuan owned up to his political mistake.

Pipop Thongchai, a democracy advocate, commented
that it was unacceptable for former Army commander Gen
Chettha Thanajaro, who had initiated the honour for
Thanom, to take responsibility on behalf of Chuan. "A
politician should concede his mistake if the political
tandscape is to be fruly improved," he said.

Pipop also said the claim by Thanom's relatives that the
military dictator had not been the culprit for ordering the
crack-down was irrelevant. "Suvit Yodmani, Thanom's
son-in-law, invited me to review exclusive evidence not
made available {o the press to vindicate Thanom, but he
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was not making any sense," he noted.

"People who were shot at have already been victimised .
by the event. Now the culprits are trying to biame one
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another for who exactly ordered the shooting, while
people have long ago given their verdict that Thanom, his
son Col Narong Kittikhachorn and Field Marshal Prapas
Charusathien have to take collective responsibility for the
bloodshed," Pipop said.

Meanwhile Communications Minister Suthep Thaugsuban
confirmed that the Democrat Party had decided to move
its annual convention to the Royal Riverside Hotel from
Thammasat University.

The decision to change the venue, made by the party
caucus organising chairman Banyat Bantadtan, was
aimed at keeping a peaceful environment for the meeting,
Suthep said.

He also suggested that democracy advocates should
hear what Chuan had to say in Parliament tomorrow
before making any further moves.

PM's Office Minister Jurin Laksanavisit explained that the
Democrats were aiming to avoid any confrontation over
the venue of their annual convention, though they voiced
appreciation for Thammasat University administrators who
had reiterated their permission for the party to use the
university grounds.

Democrat MP Sathit Wongnongtoei said the sudden
change in the party convention venue would cause some
inconvenience, especially the cancellation of attendance
by some 4,000 observers owing to lack of space.

"The party can now allow only 300 key members to attend
the convention to elect the new 48-member executive
committee," he said.

This means a political caucus on April 2 is cancelled.
However, on the following day Chuan is still scheduled to
deliver a speech, and the session will be broadcast live
on Channel 9 from 2.30 pm.

Deputy Defence Minister Gen Wattanachai Wuthisiri
speculated that the controversy over Chuan's decision to
honour Thanom might be prolonged indefinitely as "no
disputed parties had yet realised the true story behind the
award".
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KHON KAEN -- Social critic Sulak Sivaraksa yesterday
joined the growing calls for Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai
to apologise to the public for rubber-stamping the Army's
appointment of former dictatorial premier Thanom
Kittikachorn.

He said Chuan should heed the calls made by tens of
thousands of Thais, including many respected figures.

"I think the public is ready to forgive him," he said.

Sulak added that if Chuan did not want to apologise, he
should resign as the defence minister. "That's the custom
in a democracy."

He also said that as the defence minister and prime
minister, Chuan has the power to reject such proposals
from permanent officials.

Salak warned that if Chuan remains adamant on the
issue, public disappointment with him would grow and
result in "chaos".

The social critic also criticised the relatives of Field
Marshal Thanom who on Monday called a press
conference to deny his involvement in a bloody
crackdown on protesters on Oct 14, 1973.

Thanom's son-in-law, Suvit Yodmani, told the press
conference that Thanom did not order the crackdown. He
produced the results of an investigation into the incident,
which cleared Thanom due to a lack of evidence.

Sulak said yesterday that dictators rarely order a
crackdown in writing, and that if they do, they always
issue a general amnesty for themselves afterwards.

He said Thanom not only presided over a dictatorial
regime, but also served the late ex-premier Field Marshal
Sarit Thanarat, "an evil dictator who damaged democracy
and the monarchy with his claim of loyalty".

“| can forgive [Thanom] but will never honour him," Sulak
said.

The Nation
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