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OCTOBER 14 UPRISING

PM wants panel to
review history

Impartiality to be its key quality

Wassana Nanuam

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai, facing protests against his decision to
award a former dictator a military honour, plans to set up a special
committee to review the historical record of the October 14, 1973,
uprising.

It was hoped to clear up any confusion in people's minds about the
events, defence spokesman Lt-Gen Sanan Kachornklam said
yesterday.

Democracy groups, students and relatives of victims killed in the
clashes were irate when Mr Chuan, as defence minister, approved the
appointment as a special royal guard for Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn, whose government was responsible for the bloody
crackdown on unarmed pro-democracy demonstrators during the
uprising in 1973.

Mr Chuan has refused to apologise for his decision, claiming he merely
followed army tradition by approving the request.

The Kittikachorn family has denied that FM Thanom was responsible
for the massacre, which they blame on an unnamed "third party".

Lt-Gen Sanan said members in the committee would include armed
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forces' representatives, academics, representatives of student leaders
who took part in the demonstrations and members of democracy
groups.

"We are now selecting members of the committee. The selected
people must be impartial so that they can establish an accurate
account of the evenis and make it acceptable to the people,” said
Lt-Gen Sanan.

Mr Chuan had occasionally raised the issue with senior miliary officers
and had proposed the formation of a committee to clear up the issue
and ensure the public had a clear understanding of how the situation
developed, Li-Gen Sanan said.

"Prime Minister Chuan has repeatedly raised the idea and wanted the
matter cleared up to avoid new disputes in the future,” said the
defence spokesman, a former classmate of Gen Surayud Chulanont,
the army commander-in-chief,

Lt-Gen Sanan said the prime minister wanted fo straighten the
historical record of the uprising so that students would not be given
wrong information about the events which eventually saw the
departure of the dictatorial government under FM Thanom.

The defence spokesman said the committee'’s study might also include
the events of "Black May" in 1992, when pro-democracy protesters
were brutally suppressed by military forces under then army
commander Gen |ssarapong Noonpakdi.

"This is unlikely to cause any problem with the military, as it will help
create transparency," said the defence spokesman.

The Defence Ministry would soon formally propose the establishment
of the committee to the cabinet for approval. Lt-Gen Sanan said he
hoped democracy groups would support the move, which in the iong
run would benefit the country.

He asked activists to forgive the government for its decision to
approve a military honour for FM Thanom.

The officer said Mr Chuan, only the country’s second civilian defence
minister, was still suited to the portfolio.

"The military does not have a problem with him as defence minister as
he has nottried to use the armed forces for political purpose,” Lt-Gen
Sanan said.

He ruled out speculation that Mr Chuan would quit the portfolio.

The premier would continue as the country's defence minister until
next year, he said.
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POLITICS

Activists question

Y H w S
Chuan’'s contribution :oes
to Thammasat

Deny they're doing opposition a favour

Ampa Santimetanedol NIRRT
Bangkok Past

Year-end
F ormer student activists want to know if Thammasat University has Economic Review
benefitted at all through its association with Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai, who chairs the university council. AutoWeb
The Thammasat University student body decided at a meeting ]
yesterday to write to the council urging it to reveal the minutes of Classifieds
meetings chaired by Mr Chuan, to see if the premier displayed any Jobs

“vision" in contributing to the academic improvement of the university.  Eroperty
Entertainment

The move followed recent action by the students to pressure the prime LU.!LM

minister to step down as head of the council for approving the Education

controversial appointment of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn as an ~ Travel

honorary royal guard. The students insist the appointment was an insult  Sales

to the spirit of the democracy demonstrators who were reportedly : )

ordered crushed by FM Thanom during the Oct 14, 1873, uprising. Mr  Leam English

Chuan has repeatedly refused to apologise for the appointment, as

demanded by the students. The student body also wants the university ~Weekly

administrators to clarify how the university came to oversee the

running of the Thammasat Sports Complex, a major sporting venue for Database

the December Asian Games. Horizons
Motaring

The students dismissed the accusation that the university was NiteOwl

"ungrateful™.{o.the.government.--which-permitted-the-take-over-of-the——Real. Time

facility - by turning against it. Weng Tochirakarn, chairman of the Student Weekly

Confederation for Democracv. denied vesterdav that nro-democracy
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organisations were doing theléppositioﬁ a favour by p'lanning amass
rally against the government at the end of the month.

The groups had staged protests on and off since opposition leader
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh first "surrendered” the country to the
Intermational Monetary Fund's rescue loans programme when he was
prime minister of the previous government, he said. They were critical
of the IMF programme from the outset and there had been no
preferential treatment of any particular government or parties. Mr

Weng said the protest was now being directed at the 11 economic Special

bailout bills initiated by the present government, which were

instrumental to foreign control of Jocal businesses and public utilities. We Care
Street Art

‘The movement isn't about overthrowing the government for the sake
of the opposition's succession," he said,
Back Issues
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Headlines

Oct 14 record to be set straight

PRIME Minister Chuan Leekpai will appoint a
national committee to set the historical record
straight over the events of October 14, 1973, in a
move seen by observers as an attempt to turn
down the heat from the pro-democracy movement
in the light of the Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn controversy.

Defence Ministry spokesman Sanan Kachornklam
said Chuan, who is also Defence Defence
Minister, would appoint the committee members
from interested parties including students and
lecturers who witnessed the incident,
representatives from the military, and
non-governmental organisations.

Sanan said that pro-democracy groups should join
in the effort to set the historical record straight
over the events of Oct 14, 1973, since that would
be of benefit to the public and the younger
generation, who would not then be taught
"incorrect history."

The soon-to-be appointed committee, which will
report to the Cabinet, may also clarify the
historical record conceming the bloodshed of May
1992, he added.

Sanan insisted that Chuan would not resign as
Defence Minister under pressure from
pro-democracy groups. "The minister has not had
problems with the military. He will serve his term
to manage this year's annual military reshuffle,”
he said.

Defence Ministry deputy spokesman Pichai
Siripiboo!, who had earlier called on
pro-democracy groups to forgive Thanom, said
the military and the students had been fighting on
the same basis -- "against dictatorship." "Many
soldiers were Killed and injured by communists in
the battles, but the military has forgiven
communists by granting them amnesty.
(Therefore the students should also forgive
Thanom)," he said.

Pichai said that New Aspiration Party Leader
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, who issued Order 66/23
in 1980 granting amnesty to the communists,
should come out and diffuse the current tension
and conflict. "Why does Pi Jew (Chavalit's
nickname) stay put and why does he not help

nupAwww. nanonmultimedia. commews/UYgaaat. 2. htmi

bring-unity-and-peace-to-the-people?;*-he-said:
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Pro-democracy groups rallied at the weekend to
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urge university and student lecturers to revive the
disbanded National Student Centre of Thailand
1973 as a show of force in opposition to powers
that support dictatorship. The groups yesterday
vowed to protest until Chuan offered a sincere
apolegy to the public in light of the Thanom
controversy.

Kriankamol Lachapairoj, secretary-general of the
disbanded Student Centre of Thailand which was
the fighting force against dictatorship in 1973, said
the matter would be put to rest only after Chuan
officially apologised to the public.

"Anyone, especially academics, who distort history
concerning the 14 October event will be "dead”
(not supported) in the academic field," he said.

Chatchawal Chatsuthichai, another 14 October
student leader, said not only should Chuan put the
correct history of the bloody 14 October events
into the school curriculum, he should support
children of those heroes who died that day in
terms of university education and jobs.

Borworn Yasinthorn, another student leader, said
that an apology from Chuan would now be too
little too late.

The Nation
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Politics

Yuthasak defends recent promotions

THERE is nothing inherently wrong with military officers
involved in the 1892 crackdown gaining promotion in the
mid-year reshuffle, Defence Permanent Secretary Yuthasak
Sasiprapha said yesterday.

Among the 314 military officers listed in the reshuffie
announced on Wednesday, three were involved in coup
d'etats and crackdowns on pro-democracy demonstrators and
yet have still been promoted.

Gen Yuthasak said they had all been pardoned, had
compieted their terms in their previous positions and had
problem-free service records following the events.

The general said the three officers' new positions were not
powerful and did not include the command of combat units.
He also denied that the reshuffle had been politically inspired.

The first officer, Lt Gen Thitiphong Jennuwat, former
commander of the First Infantry Division during the 1992 May
upheaval has since been promoted to the rank of general. He
was appointed as a special adviser attached to the Army on
Wednesday.

The two others are Lt Gen Boonlert Kagwprasit, who became
a general and chief of staff member under the defence
minister, and Col Boonyang Bucha, who became a major
general and Army specialist. Both officers were involved in the
March 26 coup against a Prem Tinsulanonda-led government
in 1980.

Interior Minister Sanan Kachornprasart dismissed reports that
several officers who have connections with the Democrat
Party had been promoted unfairly, saying all of them deserved
their long-awaited promotions.

The Democrat secretary-general also said the reshuffle list
was proposed by the military, and that the names had not
been swiiched by Prime Minister and Demeocrat leader Chuan
Leekpai, in his capacity as defence minister.

Defending Group Captain Manas Roopkachorn's promotion to
air vice marshall and chief of staff member under the defence
minister, Sanan said it was normal for anyone to select a
close aide to work with him.

The Nation
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OCTOBER 14 UPRISING

Review not my idea,
says Chuan

Protesters suspect diversionary tactic

The prime minister yesterday contradicted a Defence Ministry
statement that said he was planning to set up a panel to review the
historical record of the Oct 14, 1973 uprising.

Chuan Leekpai's denial came amid protests by democracy groups
and former student activists that such a review would lead to a
further distortion of history.

Mr Chuan said it had never been his idea to set up a review panel
and he was surprised at the statement. The premier, also defence
minister, said the government had never raised the issue for
consideration but admitted there had been outside calls for a
review.

On Thursday, Lt-Gen Sanan Kachornklam, the defence
spokesman, said Mr Chuan was planning to set up the review
pane. But yesterday he said the statement had resulted from a
misunderstanding,

“Lt-Gen Sanan was sumimoned to Government House yesterday to

meet Mr Chuan, who was accompanied by Gen Boonlert
Kaeoprasit, his chief of staff. During the talks, said Lt-Gen Sanan,
the premier said he would not personally set up the panel but
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would be ready to support whoever wanted to undertake the job.
"The defence minister is ready to give his full cooperation if there
is a public call for its formation and will support it," said the
spokesman.

Lt-Gen Sanan said Songsuda Yodmani, a daughter of Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, whose government was toppled in
the uprising, called the ministry to express her family's support for
the review.

Gen Surayud Chulanont, the army chief, did not think a review
would pose a problem but said he was not aware of any such
move. "The army is ready to send personnel to join a panel that
may be set up," he said.

But democracy groups, already angered by Mr Chuan's decision
to approve an honorary royal guard position for FM Thanom,
were firmly against any such review.

Jaturon Chaisaeng, a New Aspiration MP and former student
leader, said there was no need for a review, which could divide
society and further distort history.

Piraphol Tiyakasem, a student leader during the uprising ,
expressed surprise and vowed democracy groups would boycott
any such process. If the military wanted to review its role, it
should do so as an internal affair, said Mr Piraphol. A review
would be pointless because the people were fully aware of the role
played by FM Thanom in the uprising. "If the military wants to
find out who ordered the shooting or who double-crossed FM
Thanom, that's for it to clear up among itself" said the former
Thammasat student leader, who suspected the review idea was
linked to the military honours row. "The prime minister might
want to appease the public."Former student leaders wanted to
meet Gen Surayud and Gen Mongkol Ampornpisit, the supreme
commander, so they could clarify their role over their movement.

A priority for the government should be to include in school
textbooks the events of Oct 14, he said. A panel could be set to to
carry out that task but not to rewrite history.

Kriengkamol Lahapairoj, leader of the defunct National Students'
Centre of Thailand, said the review affair added insult to injury
after the honorary award to FM Thanom and Mr Chuan's refusal
to apologise.
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“*Mr-Chuan-is-considered-a-special person-but-T-have-norespect
for him," he said. "He loves no one but himself and is immoral.
When he learned the government could not find a way out of one
problem, he raised this plan to change the topic," Mr Kriengkamol
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POLITICS / THANOM AFFAIR

Premier will no
longer reply to
apology demands

'He's already made his position clear’

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai will no
longer respond to calls by democracy
groups and student activists for him to
answer for honouring Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn.

The premier regarded the matter as no
longer an issue since he had clearly
explained his decision to approve the
army request to make FM Thanom a
special royal guard, Gen Naruenart
Kampanartsaenyakorn, secretary to the
defence minister, said yesterday.

Mr Chuan would not respond afresh to calls for him to apologise
or resign.

As defence minister he had made his position clear to parliament,
that he did not think he had done anything wrong and would let
the voters judge his actions at the next general election.

"The issue has become a political game. Whatever he does or does
not do now can attract criticism," Gen Naruenart said.
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He called on the public to spare Mr Chuan some sympathy.
"Please sympathise and understand him.

"He has been working hard and he merely followed through the
army request to approve the honour for Field Marshal Thanom,
which was was submitted to him according to the regulations,”

Gen Naruenart said.

Asked whether he thought the premier should stand aside or
dissolve the House, Gen Naruenart said he could think of no one
suitable to succeed Mr Chuan.

"His critics should try to find the right person to succeed him
before asking him to leave," he said.
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Dateline Bangkok

We deserve the truth

The recent Thanom controversy has touched off calls by former
student leaders for an official review of historical records concerning
the Thai people's fight for democracy.

Their calls should be considered in light of Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai's refusal to apologise for endorsing the appointment of Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn - held responsible for the bloody events
of Oct 14, 1973 - as a special royal guard.

The review, if done thoroughly and fairly, will enable us to obtain

factual accounts of modern historicai events - not only the Oct 14
incident but also the Oct 6, 1976 brutal suppression of university

students and the Black May incidents of 1892.

Most of the people involved in these three events are still alive. They
may be interviewed by a committee comprising respected and honest
people. This can be part of an overali review of historical records, most
of which are now kept secret.

The review, however, must not be one-sided. All aspects of the events
must be examined by neutral people acceptable to ali sides.

The move should not be seen as an attempt to reopen old wounds, or
an act of revenge against any particular group of people. Most of the
people involved in the tumultuous events were pardoned. But the
pardon should not prevent us from uncovering the truth. Nor should it
be interpreted that the pardoned parties had done nothing wrong. They
only enacted a law to give themselves an amnesty.

The uitimate aim of the review must be to discover the truths behind
these events. This will prevent people from distorting the events for
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HANOM ROW /FALL-OUT OVER HONOURS ROW

Rightist move
worries Democrats o=os

Trang rally planned by Red Gaur group

Yuwadee Tunyasiri together with Methee Muangkaew

Democrat MPs yesterday Bangkok Post
pleaded with pressure groups Year-end

to avoid a confrontation with Economic Review
. the Red Gaur (Krathing Daeng)

group, which plans torallyin ~ AutoWeb
support of the appointment of

*Field Marshal Thanom Classifieds
Kittikachorn as an honorary member of the Royal Guard. Jobs
' Property

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai denied any connection with the Entertainment
Red Gaurmove. "I thank whoever expresses support for my Investment
government but I don't want to see them having problems with Education
other groups," Mr Chuan said. Travel

Sales
Red Gaur members are planning to rally this week in the premier's
native Trang province in a gathering that will coincide with Learn English
activities by former student activists to mark the Oct 14, 1973
uprising. Weekly
The planned action by the right-wing group comes as Mr Chuan,  Database
also defence minister, has come under pressure to apologise Horizons
formally to the public for honouring FM Thanom as a special Motoring
Royal Guard. NiteOwl

Real Time

Abhisit Vejjajiva, deputy Democrat leader, asked members of any  Student
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Abhisit Vejjajiva, deputy Democrat leader, asked members of any Student
movement to bear in mind possible consequences of their actions. Weekly

Denying the party was behind the Red Gaur rally, Mr Abhisit said
the development did not indicate the party and the group shared
common ground.

"I don't support this kind of movement because it is dangerous and
could result in confrontation," said the Bangkok MP, urging
pressure groups to respect one another.

Sathit Wongnongtoey, the Democrat spokesman, called on the Special
Red Gaur movement to call off its rally.

. We Care
The Trang MP said the party is concerned and did not want Street Art

trouble to spoil attempts to address national problems. Alongkorn
Polabutr, a Democrat MP, meanwhile, lashed out at Veera
Musikapong, a deputy New Aspiration leader, who accused Mr Back Issues
Chuan of being weak and undermining democracy groups.

Company
"Neither the prime minister nor the Democrat Party can do it," Mr  Services

Alongkorn said. Subscriptions
T Advertising

"Under the Democrat-led administration, these groups enjoy full

freedom," he added. Annual
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Trang still firmly

Current Issues

for PM Chuan i Thslod

Oct 14 activists plan seminar today

Maythee Muangkaew

Bangkok Post
People fiom the Muang and Huay Yod districts of Trang have Year-end

Economic Review

reaffirmed their support for their MP, Chuan Leekpai, despite
protests against his approving the appointment of Field Marshal

Thanom Kittikachorn as a special royal guard. AutoWeb

Ten representatives of people from the two districts met .

Governor Chalermchai Preechanont at the provincial hall ?I;ssnﬁeds
obs

yesterday morning to discount a rumour that people of Trang

would turn against the prime minister over the FM Thanom affair. Property
Entertainment

They said most local people would continue to support Mr Investment
Chuan. Education
Travel

Charoen Sutthichai, who represented Huay Yod district, said the  Sales

villagers had closely followed the news about the appointment of
FM Thanom. Learn English

- They were fully aware that the controversial proposal hadnot ~~ Weekly
been initiated by Mr Chuan but by the army under former
commander Gen Chettha Thanajaro. Database
Horizons

Motoring
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He urged those protesting against the prime minister to cease their Motoring

activities for the sake of the country. NiteOwl
Real Time

"If they were acting on behalf of the interests of the people, we Student
would agree with them. Weekly

"But the people of Trang will never join them in protesting against
the appointment of FM Thanom and calling Mr Chuan a tyrant.

"This issue should not have been dug up again," Mr Charoen said.

He accused some political parties of trying to turn the matter into
a political issue, with the aim of custing the prime minister.

The Trang branch of the Network of the October 14 1973 Special

Activists has planned a seminar, "Historical Value of the Oct 14 ‘

Event for Thai Society" today at a Trang hotel. We Care
Street Art

Yesterday, the group faxed an open letter to the media, accusing
the Democrat Party of trying to block the Trang people's protest

over the issue and misleading the people to falsely believe the Back Issues

group was trying to convince them to oust the Chuan

government. Company
Services

The Trang governor said he had been informed that the seminar Subscriptions
would be just a reunion of the Oct 14 activists, but the province Advertising
and police still needed to be alert for any information about
possible moves in Trang against the prime minister. Annual

, Report
"I don't know if there is anything behind the gathering of these
people or if it is polically motivated or not.

"We will have to wait until that day to find what will happen.

"There will be no problem if the gathering goes ahead with good
will and in peace, " Mr Chalermchai said.
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SERI CHON MEDAL

Former rebels stay
away from awards

Four of Sanan’s nine nominees show up

Interior Minister Sanan Kachornprasart, who nominated his
deputies for the honour, said they deserved it for their role as
deputy commanders of the Territorial Defence Force, of which he

Two cabinet members who joined
i the communists in the 1970s did

- not show up to receive Seri Chon
medals at a presentation at the
army auditorium yesterday.

Chamni Sakdiset and Phinit
Charusombat were criticised as
being unfit to receive the honour,
normally presented to those who fought the insurgents or who
helped the Internal Security Operations Command.
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Mrs Chaweewan, Maj-Gen Sanan's wife and advisory chairman of
the association, and Thavorn Senniam and Ekkaparb Polsue,

assistant secretaries.

Of nine people nominated by the interior minister for the medal
presented by Gen Surayud Chulanont, the army chief] only four
showed up. They were Maj-Gen Sanan, Kamol Jiraphanvanich and Horizons
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Man Pattanotai, his assistant secretaries, and Manida Yuwaboon,

president of Interior Housewives Association.
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OCT 14 UPRISING

Poet Naovarat to set
record straight in
school textbook

Sirikul Bunnag

The country's first extra-curricular textbook on the Oct 14, 1973
uprising will be available for lower secondary school reading in the

term beginning next month.

Somsak Prisnananthakul, deputy education minister, said 30,000
copies of the book written by Naovarat Pongpaibun, the poet,
would be distributed to schools under the National Primary Schoo!
Commission, General Education Department and Private

Education Commission.

The book recounting the Oct 14 event would be supplementary

reading for social sciences.

Mr Somsak said the book would not be for sale and reserved as
library material for research. But the ministry planned to make

copies for sale to the interested public.

lof2

NI Naovarat would Teceive a4 100;000-batit copyright fee for the — Weekly
book distributed to schools. But for the copies published for sale,
the poet, a former Sea Write-awardee and named national artist

for literature, would reap a royalty worth up to 10 percent of the
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cover price of every copy sold.

The book, he said, would go through a final revision after Mr
Naovarat finished with the economic, social and political
circumstances that led to the uprising by students to overthrow the
government of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn.

Before publication, the manuscript would be submitted to a
proof-reading and screening committee chaired by Kasem
Sirisamphan and to the ministry's advisory panel for final

consideration.

Mr Somsak said it was his ministry's policy to make it compulsory
for pupils to read the book. Pupils are required to go through the
book in order to participate in activities on subjects relating to the

uprising arranged by the schools.
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MILITARY

Defence aide to quit
over Chuan rebuke

General concerned by Thanom award

Sermsuk Kasitipradit and Wassana Nanuam

The secretary to the deputy defence minister tendered his
resignation yesterday following a rebuke from the prime minister.

Gen Panlop Pinmani made the move after Chuan Leekpai, also
defence minister, chided him indirectly and doubted the officer's
attitude towards the Democrat Party, sources said.

The secretary, who once stood for the ruling coalition party in
Bangkok, drew indirect criticism from Mr Chuan over his remarks
about the appointment of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn as a

special Royal Guard officer, they said.

Mr Chuan made the criticism in talks with Gen Wattanachai
Watisiri, his deputy, following the appointment that upset

democracy groups.

Gen Panlop, a graduate from Chulachomklao Military Academy's
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A number of senior officers at the ministry, including Gen
Wattanachai, shared Gen Panlop's concern, they said, and the
former supreme commander was surprised when he became aware
of the planned appointment.

Mr Chuan had not consulted Gen Wattanachai, a Kanchanaburi
MP, about the appointment, the sources said. The deputy minister
was upset when asked by military colleagues why he had not
given Mr Chuan advice on a number of ministry matters.

According to the sources, Mr Chuan suspected Gen Panlop was
behind the move to discredit him in collusion with Lt-Gen Pirath
Sawamiwas, a classmate, who has been critical of the premier.

Gen Panlop had cautioned Gen Naruenart Kampanartsanyakorn,
another classmate and secretary to the minister, that the
appointment could backfire and cause political tension.

Gen Naruenart's wife is a younger sister of Gen Yuthasak
Sasiprapa, whose wife is a daughter of Field Marshal Prapass
Charusathiara, deputy premier during the Oct 14, 1973 uprising
when FM Thanom was premier. '

The sources said Gen Wattanachai told Gen Panlop to stall the
appointment by holding it for nearly a month in August before
passing it, on to Mr Chuan in September at the request of his staff
officers.

Ger;Panlbp was said to doubt the motive of Gen Chettha
Thanajaro, former army chief and a close aide to FM Thanom,
who initiated the special guard proposal.

"FM Thanom has no desire for the honour as he already holds the
position in several army units," said one source. "Is there anything
behind Gen Chettha's move?"

Gen Panlop, whose resignation takes effect on May 1, handed his
letter to Gen Wattanachai and has the interior minister, of his
decision.
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Phallop quits over Thanom row

THE assistant secretary to the defence minister has
resigned from his post and from the Democrat Party
over his comments on the appointment of Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn as a royal guard.

Gen Phallop Pinmanee said Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai, who is defence minister, was upset with him
over his comments on the appeointment of Thanom
through Deputy Defence Minister Wathanachai
Wauthisiri and Interior Minister Sanan Kachornprasart.

After meeting Chuan, Wathanachai directly blamed him
for the incident, Phallop said.

"I have made up my mind. | cannot continue working in
a situation like this. Wathanachai also told me that the
prime minister had said | tried to destroy the Democrat
Party," he said.

Pﬁéllop had made the comments to the press after
Chuan came under attack by the media and the
pro-democracy groups.

He said when the appointment was being processed, he
opposed Chuan's decision by warning him through his
staff that he had made the wrong decision which would
lead to a lot of trouble.

Phallop denied that he instigated the protest against
Thanom's appointment.

He submitted his resignation to Wathanachai who would
forward it for Cabinet acknowledgment next week.

Phallop said Wathanachai had asked him to review his
decision but he refused.

He also submitted a resignation letter to the director of
the Democrat Party.

Asked if he thought Chuan trusted him, Phallop said

Chuan was not happy with_his.comments to_the press_..____

l1of2

about the military's internal affairs, such as his remarks
about Chuan's decision to cut the fringe benefits of
military officials without approval from the military.

http:/fwwav.nationmultimedia.com/news/30aa06.html
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He said he was not the one who revealed the issue but
Lt-Gen Pirat Sawamiwat.

"Chuan thought Pirat is my friend so he blamed me. But
| rather stand by my friend. The secretary's post is not
that important," he said.

Phallop contested the last general election under the -
Democrat Party banner in Bangkok Constituency 1. He
joined the party in May 1996.

He is in the Young Turk group of the "Class 7" of
Chulachomklao Military Academy, or those who
graduated in 1955. He took part in the April 1981 coup.

Phallop said Chuan politically destroyed several people
in Class 7 including Col Prachak Sawangjit and even
Maj-Gen Chamlong Srimuang.

"Chuan was the one who said Chamlong led people to
their deaths in the May bloodshed,” he said.

The Nation
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