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Praises to the Iate Dr Puey

The following is a collection of farewells made by friends, ex-foes, former subordinates,
colleagues and students, and even acquaintances, of Dr Puey Ungphakom.

Senator Virabongsa Ramangkura

PUEY Ungphakorn was a brilliant economist and a professional pillar who had inspired a
younger generation of economists to pursue their profession with compassion.

"For students of economics, Puey was a role model to emulate on his quest for social
justice and on his impeccable ethical standards."

The death of Puey is the loss of one of the country's finest sons. In iife, Puey laid the
groundwaork for banking, monetary and financial standards. He had also instilled a vision
of what economists can do to help advance the cause of equity and justice.

In posterity Puey will be remembered as an "economic great,” leaving behind a legacy of
ground-breaking works on modern economic management,

Among Puey's monumental achievements during his tenure as the governor of the Bank
of Thailand were his pioneering works to upgrade the commercial banking system, the
high standards for monetary and fiscal discipling, the precedents on banking ethics and
his pivotal role in the establishment of the Budget Bureau and the Fiscal Policy Office.

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai

In his condolences sent to Puey's wife Margaret Ungphakorn, the prime minister praised
Puey as a highly respected figure who had contributed much to his beloved country.

" have known and held Dr Puey with my highest personal regard, recognising his
invaluable contributions to Thailand and his esteemed place in the public,”" he said in the
statement.

The prime minister said his government stood ready to assist the Ungphakorn family
during the time of grief, although the family had already indicated the wish for a private
funeral. '

Former prime minister Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn

In spite of political changes, Puey Ungphakorn has remained a trustworthy friend. His
sincerity, honesty and friendship remains unwavered.

8/12/99 1:14 PM
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Although Puey wrote a series of open letters urging Thanom to relinquish his dictatorial
power, the former military strongman said he and Puey remained friends throughout.

"When in government | received several invaluable advises on economic affairs from
Puey. After | retired, Puey visited me in Singapore showing his sympathy about my
plight,” Thanom recalled.

The former prime minister credited Puey for his groundworks to pave way for the
economic "miracle" which the country enjoyed accelerating growth rates in the 1980s.

Deputy Finance Minister Pisit Lee-ahtam

Pisit mourned the death of Puey Ungphakorn as a great loss for the country and as his
personal grief to lose a mentor.

"Ajarn Puey is an outstanding model for honesty. He is really a professional who refuses
to succumb to the powers-that-be," he said.

Pisit said as a former recipient of the central bank scholarship to do graduate studies in
the Netherlands, he was particularly indebted to Puey for giving him the opportunity for
growth academically and professionally.

He noted that Puey would remain his professional inspiration, emulating on his advocacy
for democracy, social justice, and strict professional discipline.

The minister said his memory of Puey was of a man "who dares to stand up for what is
right and never fears the consquences." Puey was a fearless leader but had never been
trapped by power, he added.

PM's Office Minister Supatra Masdit
PM's Office Minister Supatra Masdit expressed regret for the death of Puey Ungphakorn

"As one of his students and a staff who had worked closely with him, | was shocked,”
she said.

"In my heart | will always remember him as the man who laid down the foundation for
the development of Thailand's modern economy and as one of the pioneers for rural
development," she added,

Supatra said she had coordinated with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to facilitate the
funeral arrangements in London. Puey's family had decided to cremate his body and
planned to bring his ashes back to Thailand.

The minister commented that it was too early to form an opinion whether a monument
should be built in honour of Puey, saying that the Ungphakorn family should be
consulted on this matter.

http:/7203.146.5 1 4/nationnews/ 1999/199908/19990806/47654 hitml
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"Puey is a modest man and he despises the display of extravagance,” she noted.
Senate Speaker Meechai Ruchuphan

Puey Ungphakorn is an exceptionally leading figure for society. His peaceful crusade for
social justice and the devotion for public interest are a legend.

"Puey's life-long works are the testament of goodness."

Even in his death, Puey will remain an inspiration for social advocates to follow in his
footstep on how to achieve economic and social progresses.

Senator and educator Prof Kasem Suwanakul

The country has just lost a finest citizen. Puey Ungphakorn is a good man, a capabie
man, and a patriot who has once been misunderstood by his countrymen.

Puey left a legacy everywhere — in the education field, in the development of Thailand's
modern economy, and in his struggle for democratic principles.

His accomplishments are monumental, though he has to live a life of exile in London in
his last years to avoid political controversy.

Vijit Supinit, former governor of the Bank of Thailand
"Dr Puey was a rare great man and | was lucky to serve under him."

He took Thailand to the forefront of development and give the Bank of Thailand its soul
even today.

The monetary policy was and is still guided by his growth with stability principle. And as
a central bank in a developing country, it has to support and promote needed sectors
such as exports and agriculture where competitive financing was made available.

In his work, he set four principles. The first was to be neutral, honest and the best in
academic work. Great importance was given in the selection of quality people to work
with the central bank who were also given the best education.

Secondly, there was simplicity and no aristocratic hierarchy. Third, management must
be conducted with kindness and with sympathy. There must be ties with the
organisation which gave the central bank the integrity. The Bank of Thailand must also
help to fuel ideas and set policies with other state agencies.

Last but not least, the central bank cannot be isolated from politics but to provide it with

8/12/99 1:14 PM
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rationality and understanding.

Senator and former deputy central bank governor Paisarl Koomalayavisai

Without Puey Ungphakorn, the history of Thai economic development might have {o be
re-written for a worse scenario.

With Puey taking the monetary rudder at the Bank of Thailand, he had installed a
tight-fisted discipline to ensure the economic stability and development.

Despite pressure from dictatorial leaders, Puey stood up for his professional principles.
The monetary and financial infrastructure laid down by Puey later helped paving way for
the economic take-off into a newly-industrialised country.

Deputy Prime Minister Trairong Suwankhiri

The anecdotes on Puey Ungphakomn are a reflection of the kind of man who had lived
and done so much for his country.

The deputy prime minister recalled that he was one of Puey's early students studying
economics at Thammasat University.

"Ajarn Puey is no regular professor. His teaching goes beyond the classroom."

In addition to the class-room discussion, Puey would spend times with his students
talking about everything from the life goals to the etiquette of drinking.

"After class, Puey often took his students for a few drinks and then invited them for a
Bt10 dinner at food stalls in Nana Market."

Using the tasty but cheap dinner to illustrate his point, he would encourage the students
to live a healthy but modest life, his hand-on lesson on fiscal discipline.

The untiring professor was also concerned about how his students would channetl their
youthful energy into politics. When Trairong was recruited to join the university staff,
Puey said he did not look for a "book-worm" but a street-smart guide to ensure
constructive student activities.

In one of his pioneering works, Puey established a student volunteer programme for
rural development.

"A bundit (educated man) does not deserve to be called as such after receiving only a
university degree but he should also learn how to apply his knowledge to solve villagers'
problems,” Puey said.

As the central banker, Puey had kept politicians away from meddling with the monetary
policy. Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat once ordered him to print more bank notes but he

bttp://203.146.5 1 d/nationnews/1999/199908/19990806/47654 . hm|
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refused.

Puey saved the country from the peril of run-away inflation as he held Sarit at bay,
ignoring the tempting offers for a new house and a finance portfolio.

Finance Minister Tarrin Nimmanahaeminda
Puey Ungphakorn has played a pivotal role in the development of Thailand's banking

and financial system. His death is a great loss as the country has just been deprived of
a great mind on the economy.

MR Chatu Mongol Sonakul, governor of the Bank of Thailand

Dr Puey has a vision not just in the immediate vicinity but 10-20 years ahead. He
formulated Thailand into the first into first even sustainable development phase.

"What happened to him was not so fair. He wanted the right things for the Thai people.
But he ended up aboard and could not effect many of his own wishes."

The central bank will continue to implement his ideas such a rural development and
provision of scholarships.

Commerce permanent secretary Somphol Kiatpaiboon

The name of Puey Ungphakorn needs no introduction -- his is an icon for public service.
He is a devoted servant of the public, spending his entire life to ensure sound economic
fundamentals as well as safeguarding the interests of villagers and the underprivileged.

The Nation
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Man of reason, victim of unreason

PUEY Ungphakorn had one great misfortune: his parents raised him to become an
absolutely honest man in a chronically corrupt country, writes Ammar Siamwalla.

Puey Ungphakorn's contributions to Thai society are legion. Beginning his working life as
a bureaucrat in the Finance Ministry, he instituted major reforms in the country's
financial management. He reorganised the Thai budgetary system, becoming the first
chief of the Budget Bureau. Moving over to the Bank of Thailand, he nurtured the Thai
banking system, turning it into a strong foundation of Thai capitalism.

Not satisfied with that achievement, he became dean of the faculty of economics at
Thammasat University, surprising many who tended to rank an educator several
notches below a central banker. At Thammasat, he expanded the faculty, sending many
to be trained abroad and opening many new programmes.

But he did not consider turning out would-be economists and bankers to be sufficient for
a university. He opened up a new programme that sent new graduates to remote rural
areas -- and in those days all rural areas were remote -- as much to learn about
conditions under which the majority of their countrymen lived as to help them.

Acharn Puey had one great misfortune: his parents raised him to become an absolutely
honest man in a chronically corrupt country. Consequently, his life had been one long
struggle against the powerful, which in Thailand meant the corrupt. He even crossed
swords with Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat, when he discovered the latter with his hand in
the till.

It is @ measure of both men's greatness that the field marshal backed down and indeed
asked him to help with the reforms which were being introduced at that time. This
Acharn Puey did, but he never "sold out". He continued to work tirelessly against
corruption in all forms, sometimes discreetly in the burrows of the bureaucracy,
sometimes speaking out openly, thereby accumulating new enemies among the
powerful.

That conflict reached its height in the 1970s, starting with an open letter to Field Marshal
Thanom, gently chiding him for abrogating a constitution that the latter had promulgated
two years earlier. As the escalating struggle between the military and their opponents
gathered pace, the former began to pin the blame on their increasing unpopularity on
Achamn Puey and on the communists,

It was only a matter of time before the two were linked together, and Acharn Puey was
branded a communist -- a ridiculous charge, considering his achievements. The
anti-communist campaign by the military reached a crescendo on Oct 6, 1976, when
Acharn Puey left Thailand.

Acharn Puey's life was one of paradoxes. He had a major role in strengthening Thai
capitalism -- the long boom that ended in 1997 would have not been possible without
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the reforms that he initiated, yet he was accused of being a communist. His spoken and
written Thai was limpid -- he once delivered the annual speech to the Thai Bankers'
Association in verse. His concern for his compatriots was profound. Yet he was
accused of being unpatriotic or worse. These paradoxes did not reside in him, for the
man's life was simplicity itself. It resides rather in the society that judged and misjudged
him.

Many of us who can recall the events of the mid-1970s with some horror and who are
now living in less barbarous times, should not forget the memory of the man who set the
tone and stage that made the present openness possible, but who suffered greatly for it.

Ammar Siamwalla is former president of the Thailand Development Research Institute.
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EDITORIAL: One of nation's few good men

IN February 1972, when Ajarn Puey Ungphakorn wrote a letter under the pen name
Khem Yenying urging the government of dictator Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn to
follow the rule of [aw and the constitution, he did not realise the far-reaching
consequences it would have on the Thai political system.

The letter touched off a chain-reaction among intellectuals, students and the younger
generation with demands for constitutional and broader reforms. It resulted in the
student uprising of 1973 and a democratisation process that is still evolving a quarter of
a century later.

Ajarn Puey was an extraordinary intellectual. He was decent and honest and, above all,
he was brave -- a very brave man considering the circumstances under which he had to
live, especially the 1976 political fanaticism. His works and words are now legend.

His famous comment at the US Congress in 1977 still rings in our ears; "The word 'Thai’
means free, and we Thais, living in Thailand, must be free, whether we are poor,
whether we are Third World, whether we are illiterate. | don't see any way of living for
my own compatriots except to be free."

As a civil servant all his life, he knew the power and weaknesses of the system. He also
knew he possessed the ability to change the country. During his long service as an
economic expert, and especially during his term as governor of the Bank of Thailand
from 1959-1971, he helped lay the country's economic foundations and its path to
modernisation. He also oversaw one of the most stable periods of the country's
economy.

Most importantly, Ajarn Puey believed in "Santi-prachadharmma". The term, meaning a
peaceful, civil and Buddhist society, was his -- it was perhaps the first attempt to
construct a civil society. He believed human dignity, social justice and liberty couid be
attained through peaceful and non-violent means. He viewed the Buddhist precepts as
an insurance against oppressive national development. Indeed, the seeds of his
thoughts were sown over two decades ago and now they are blossoming.

The overwhelming outpouring of grief among Thais over his death tells us many things,
that what he said about this country remains relevant today. Many fundamental areas of
Thailand have not changed much. The country is still poor, if not poorer, today, and the
authorities seem to have less to invest in "human capital". Finally, it tells us that there is
a deep yearning by the Thai people for more leaders of the calibre of Ajarn Puey.

He was a lecturer who retained his integrity through and through, and never gave in to
temptation to join the powers-that-be. He served his country by being humble, and
without personal ambition.

Ajarn Puey was indeed different. He spurned powerful positions and chose to return to
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teaching, something which he did with a passion. His honesty and integrity, however,

did him no good. In October 1976, Thammasat University, where he was rector, was

transformed into a bloody battlefield when right-wing thugs from a number of guarters
and apparatus of the government tried to suppress him and his students. And despite
his documented dedication to Thailand and his powerful patriotism, he was branded a
communist and forced to flee abroad.

As Thailand mourns the passing of one of its greatest sons, many of those responsible
for the crimes of October 1976 still roam the streets unpunished. Some continue to brag
about what they did. While this tragic part of Thai history will be retold over and over
again, it will forever remain a scar on our conscience unless and until the truth of that

carnage prevails.

Thailand has had few gocd men. Ajarn Puey has empowered millions with his integrity,
his simplicity and his humble origins. In the end, we must ensure he is the last good
man to die in a foreign land.

The Nation
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The high cost of morals and principles

FORCED into exile by military dictators 20 years ago, Dr Puey Ungphakorn never lost
that aura which made him one of Thailand's most revered figures. This special report
backgrounds his life and the service he gave to his country.

In an open letter presumably to Field Marshall Thanom Kittikachorn, Puey Ungphakorn
helped write a new chapter in the Kingdom's political system. In February 1972, when
Thailand was under political repression, Puey urged Thanom to return power to the
people after he had scrapped the Constitution and ushered in a new era of dictatorial
rule.

Puey's historical ietter helped lay down the country's new foundations. But he paid a
high price for his bravery and, as Thailand's fledging democracy got stronger over the
years, Puey could only watch the progress of his motherland from a faraway land.

Puey, widely known as Acharn Puey, was widely respected as a humanist, educator,
economist, democrat. He wrote several articles, including "From Cradle to Grave", to
portray what he believed was the appropriate way of life for Thais.

With his placid demeanour, it is hard to imagine how this man was able to fight so many
injustices amid repression. He resisted abuse of the country's finance and budget affairs
by the military government during his central bank years and stood by his students
during the pro-democracy uprising in 1975.

Puey was born on March 9, 1916, the son of a fish merchant. His father, who passed
away when he was 10, was a Chinese immigrant. Puey, being the fourth child of seven,
once said that his mother became the most influential figure in his life and taught him to
study hard despite the family's limited financial resources.

Puey followed his mother's words. He graduated from Assumption College, scoring high
in French and mathematics. He was selected to become a teacher at Assumption
College in 1932 when he was only 17 years old. With a salary of Bt40, Puey gave Bi30
to his mother every month.

Puey graduated from Thammasat University in 1937 before working as a French
translator for lecturers at the university. A year later, Puey received a scholarship from
the Thai government to study economics and finance at London School of Economics,
University of London. He graduated with honours in 1941 and received the Leverhulme
Scholarship to continue his doctorate degree afterwards.

During World War I, Puey joined the Free Thai Movement in England by working with
the British Army's Pioneers Corps. Under the alias "Khem", Puey was assigned to send
messages to the Allied camp until May 1945.

When Puey later went back to Britain he was promoted to the rank of major in the
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British Army. In 1946, Puey started working on his thesis about tin production
management and was able to finish his studies in three years. With his knowledge of
this commodity, Puey later represented the Thai government in an international tin
organisation.

Puey joined the civil service in 1949 by working at the Finance Ministry and became an
executive member of the national economic beoard in 1953. Due to political pressure,
Puey was forced to quit as central bank deputy governor after serving for seven
months. In 1956, he became a fiscal and financial consuitant at the Thai Embassy in
London, during which he helped the Thai government to sell tin and rubber to England
and other European countries.

In 1958, Puey was named director general of the Budget Bureau. A year later, he
became the director general of the fiscal policy office as well as adviser to the Finance
Ministry. From 1959 to 1971, he was the governor of the Bank of Thailand where he
played a key role in building a strong tradition in adhering to integrity in the organisation.

Being its longest-serving governor, Puey, despite much pressure and threats, created
the philosophy for the bank to be able to handle Thailand’s monetary policy, though that
meant repelling several attempts by the military government to abuse the country's
finance and budgetary affairs. He also helped lay the ground work for the National
Economic and Social Development Board.

Puey also paid strong attention to developing society from the grass roots level,
especially in the field of rural development and education. His devotion received
international recognition. In 1965, he received the Magsaysay Award, the Asian
equivalent to the Nobel Prize.

Throughout his life, Puey adhered always to the principle of "right is might” not "might is
right". As a result of the letter he wrote to Field Marshall Thanom, Puey came under
considerable political duress and he received a number of death threats which forced
him to take up a post as lecturer at Cambridge University in the United Kingdom in
1971.

In 1973, Puey returned to be an economics adviser to prime minister Sanya
Thammasak. In 1975, he became rector of Thammasat University where he called for
the government to return power to the people.

He also urged a sub-committee of the US House of Representatives to investigate
human rights violations in Thailand. in a famous 1977 speech to that US
sub-commitiee, he said: "The word 'Thai' means free and we Thais, living in Thailand,
must be free, whether we are poor, whether we are Third World, whether we are
illiterate. | don't see any way of living for my own compatriots except to be free."

On Oct 6, 1876, Thammasat University was turned into a pool of blood as police-led
right-wing groups and student activists clashed in one of the most bitter episodes in
Thailand's history. The outspoken Puey, a man who abhored violence, couid only look
on in horror. Soon after he was accused of being-a communist.

He was forced into exile by the military regime and barely escaped with his life at the
airport where over 100 pro-military village scouts tried to assault him. A year later, a
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stroke paralysed his right hand, which affected his writing ability.

Puey was married to Englishwoman Margaret Smith. He chose to live in London during
his exile. He last returned to Thailand for a private visit about three years ago. He is
survived by three sons.

The Nation
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Tributes to a dedicated public servant

FROM e-mails to the editor (editor@nation.nationgroup.com)

DR Puey Ungphakorn was the epitome of integrity, inteliect and far-sightedness. During
his tenure as dean of the Faculty of Economics, Thammasat University, from 1964 until
1972, Dr Puey initiated many academic programmes, internationalised the faculty with a
modern economics curriculum and visiting professors, created the Economics Library
from scratch, built up the faculty from six to 60 [ecturers in a matter of six years, and put
in place a decentralised, highly-democratic administrative structure that endures to this
day.

He has left an invaluable and enduring legacy both in terms of his well-known
contributions to Thailand's development, and in terms of his exemplary character. To Dr
Puey, personal wealth, position, and personal gain had no appeal. But without wealith or
position, he was able, more than anyone, to command the respect of friends and foes
alike.

At the faculty of economics, Thammasat University, we have fond memories of his
principled personal conduct, his keen sense of public service, his sharp intellect, and we
will cherish the memories of him enjoying simple pleasures like a good game of bridge at
lunchtime. We are all fortunate to have had the opportunity to know him.

Sirilaksana Khoman

Dean, Faculty of Economics Thammasat University

THIRTY years ago, [ joined the Faculty of Economics under Acharn Puey as dean. |
remember him as a dedicated public servant, as a firm believer in the possibilities for
human progress, and as a teacher of the importance of personal and social values.

From that day, | have counted myself among his many devoted disciples. The world will
be a lesser place for his passing but memories of him and his achievements will continue
to be an inspiration to us all.

William A McCleary

Faculty of Economics

Thammasat University

IT brought me sorrow to hear that Thailand just lost its most brilliant economist of the era
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who had commanded the highest respect among educated Thais and foreigners alike.
His name and lifetime work for the good of Thai people wil! forever bear in the mind of us
all.

I remember "Nai Khem YenYing" (Mr Tough Extremely-Coot), Archan Puey
Ungphakorn's penname signed in his daring yet straightforward letter to then strongman
and dictator Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn. In his historic letter during the reign of
the military "Tyrannical Trio", Archan Puey not only gave the dictator a lecture in
Economics 101, but also the first-ever sermon on good governance to the devils, which
include Thanom's son Col Narong and the young tyrant's father-in-law, Field Marshal
Prapas Charusatian.

| wouldn't be surprised if foreigners not familiar with Thailand's political affairs might feel
that this sounds like what happened in a banana republic. Indeed, Thailand was on the
verge of being one under the Tyrannical Trio.

Thailand has lost one of her most venerable citizens who had been forced to live in exile
for the latter part of his life. | would suggest that in a proper gesture the nation could

make it up for him posthumously by naming him as a statesman. May "Nai Khem
YenYing" rest in peace,

John Watgase
From The Nation (www.nationmultimedia.com)'s message board

DR Puey, you set out to build a modern Thailand, secular in its approach, socialist in its
structure. It was a task not to be finished in your lifetime. Thailand has lost its most
illustrious son.

Suraphatra Wongwiangchan

phatra@hotmail.com

Soest, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany

THAILAND mourns the loss of one of its most respectful and leading figures, Dr Puey
Ungphakorn. Archan Puey laid the foundation for Thammasat University, Bank of
Thailand and the nation's economic system. He was a great teacher and economist who
served this country with great distinction. | extend my most sincere condolences to
Archan Puey's family and all people who love him.

Sittiporn Patckawn
ksittiporn.th@hunton.com

Bangkok, Thailand
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A GREAT man who led a normal life, teaching us by the way he chose to live. A great
contribution to our society and country, though not his way to publicise. A great act -- a
tough one -- to follow. A great ioss to the people and the country. Archan Puey, we
salute you!

Somchai Kungsamutr

somchai@cptrading.co.th

Bangkok, Thailand

DR Puey was certainly a far-sighted intellectual and economist with the highest moral
standards, whose name should forever be engraved in the history of democracy and
human rights in Thailand.

Dr Warawit Kanithasen

warawitk@starnet.com.eg

Cairo, Egypt

Thank you so much for what you had done for Thailand. My love goes to you and your
family.

Sakchai Chuaycham

james--cc@hotmail.com

Chino Hills, CA USA

From Pantip.com (www.pantip.com)'s Cafe (Rajdamnoen Room)

Acharn Puey was an ordinary man who loved the country a lot and had done a lot for the
society. | felt very sorry over the death of a great man.

Methi

LET Acharn Puey's family know that all the Thai people appreciated what he had done
for the country and he will always be in our heart. It's very sad that a good person like
him had to die abroad but several bad guys could die here. Worse still, those bad
persons were honoured after their death.

http://203.146.51 4/mationnews/1999/199908/19990807/47688.html

8/12/99 1:15 PM



Editorial & Opinion : Tributes to a dedicated public servant hitp://203.146.5 | 4/nationnews/1999/199508/19990807/4 7688 itml

Wallee

ACHARN Puey was the great statesman in the heart of Thai people. May he rest in
peace.

Kananath

ACHARN Puey's death was a great loss for the country. He was such a great statesman
who had devoted himself to the country. | extend my most sincere condolences to his
family.

Noppawan Banyongkasena

| WOULD like to join the mourning over the loss of a great person. It's too bad that he
could not die in his motherland although he was more Thai than many people here.

Pinit
LET him rest in peace, and we who are left behind will continue his ideology.
Phanit Rangsanleela

His article -- "From cradle to graveyard" -- has taught a lot to the society. It's too bad that
a good man like Acharn Puey was not welcomed in Thailand. | am sorry for all Thai
people.

Ekkarat
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Puey cremated in UK, ashes to arrive next week

DR PUEY Ungphakorn was cremated yesterday in London, where he had lived in exile
for nearly 20 years until his death on July 28, his eldest son Jon Ungphakorn said.

His ashes will be transported back to his motherland next week at a date to be decided
later, Jon said.

A statement announcing Puey's death was released by his three sons -- Jon, Peter and
Jai -- yesterday morning.

Puey, a former rector of Thammasat University and ex-governor of the Bank of
Thailand, died of complications from aortic aneurysm, an abnormal dilation of a blood
vessel filled with clotted blood. He was 84.

In 1977, Puey suffered a massive stroke which partly paralysed him to the extent that he
could not speak nor write properly. In 1991, he was admitted to a hospital to be treated
for aortic aneurysm.

The Thammasat University will on Monday hold a religious ceremony to make merit for
Puey, rector Prof Dr Naris Chaiyasut said yesterday.

Naris said he was informed of Puey's death on Monday, but kept it to himself at the
request of Puey's family and relatives. He added that the family did not want to trouble
others and preferred to organise Puey's funeral quietly.

Naris said the university, however, would hold functions in honour of its late rector,
including a religious ceremony on Monday. The function is scheduled to be held at the
Pridi Ground in front of the Dome Building.

A panel discussion on Puey's contributions to the country is scheduled to be held today
at the Pridi Ground, where social critics Sulak Sivaraksa and Prawase Wasi and former
Public Health permanent secretary Sem Pringpuangkaew will be among the speakers.

Starting yesterday, the university made available at the Rector's Building of TU's Tha
Phrachan campus condolence books for the public to write their last farewells to Puey.
A large number of students, academics and members of the public formed a long line to
express their condolences.

The Bank of Thailand headquarters, too, prepared condolence books and opened
Puey's old office to be photographed.

Dr Puey graduated with honours in economics and finance from the London School of
Economics, the University of London. He served as rector of Thammasat University in
the 1970s during a tumultuous political period. Earlier, he was the governor of the Bank
of Thailand for 12 years, from 1959 to 1971 -- the longest term of any central bank chief.
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Naris yesterday praised his predecessor. "Dr Puey was an elite civil servant. He made
great contributions to the country. As a member of the Free Thai Movement, he helped
liberate the country. | think the government will join everyone in expressing condolences.
The prime minister may have been informed of his death already and should ensure full
honours are given.

"Dr Puey was a democratic man. He had fought for democracy throughout his life and
never bowed to a tyrant,” the rector added.

A press conference was called at Thammasat yesterday afternoon, where university
executives took turns to praise its late rector.

Asst Prof Sukhum Attawawithichai, director of the economics post-graduate programme,
said that Puey was very honest and hated cheaters. During his tenure as dean of the
Economics Faculty, students who cheated in their exams were epelled and not allowed
to be readmitted.

"He said people with high education must be honest,” Sukhum recalled.

TU rector Naris said Puey did not allow political intervention during his tenure as the
governor of the central bank. "To serve the country, you don't have to be a politician.
There were calls for him to accept the post of prime minister but he refused,” Naris said.

Assoc Prof Sirilaksana Koman, dean of the Economics Faculty, said at the press
conference that Puey, when serving at the central bank, cautiously formulated monetary
policies to ensure stable economic growth while maintaining suitable inflation and
unemployment rates.

She said he would be saddened when learning about the "crisis of faith" the central
bank suffered following suspicion that some of its top executives took advantage of their
positions. The irregularities were partly blamed for the collapse of the Thai economy in
1997.

Sirilaksana said she had found Puey's letter to former TU rector Khunying Nongyao
Chaiseri expressing his intention to return a Bt400,000 award given to him along with an
honorary post. Puey wanted the money to be forwarded to the university's library for its
use.

The Nation
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Monument to honour Puey urged

THERE was an outpouring of grief yesterday at the death of Puey Ungphakorn as
leading personalities and members of the public called for the building of a monument in
recognition of his contributions to the country.

The youngest of Puey's three sons, Jai Ungphakorn, showed reluctance over a
monument for his father saying it was against his father's wish to pass away quietly.

Jai said the monument should be erected instead for democracy advocates who had
died in the 1976 uprising, the event that forced Puey to flee the country.

A large number of people lined up to sign their condolences at Thammasat University
where Puey was the dean of the economics faculty between 1964 and 1972 and the
university rector between 1975 and 1977.

Puey, also a former central banker, died on July 28 in a London hospital after having
been an exile in the British capital for more than two decades. He was 83.

His body was cremated in a private funeral on Friday and his ashes are expected to be
sent back to Thailand.

Justice Minister Suthas Ngernmuen praised Puey as the guiding light for democracy,
patriotism and intellectual pursuit.

Prof Prapasna Uaychai, chairman of the Social Welfare Association of Thailand, said
Puey had ieft a legacy for public service.

"Dr Puey was a weil-rounded academic, a modest man and a dedicated civil servant
who had never been tarnished by corruption," he said.

Thammasat University law lecturer Sacwanee Asavaroj urged the university
administration to build a statue in honour of Puey.

His statue should be located at the Thammasat Dome Building, in the university
administration centre, to remind a younger generation of scholars to emulate his
professional and ethical standards.

Chavalit Sethamaetheekul, deputy director general of the Excise Department, also
voiced support for a monument for Puey.

"Puey's monument will serve as a reminder of his contributions to the country,” he said,
adding that Puey should be properly honoured to encourage the emulation of his good
deeds.

[n yesterday's public memorial service, jointly organised by Thammasat University and
the Komol Keemthong Foundation, poet Angkarn Kallayanapong read out a poem as his
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tribute followed by eulogies delivered by Thanpuying Poonsuk Banomyong and Dr Sem
Pringpuangkaew.

Meanwhile, Thammasat University announced that it will conduct another memorial
service for Puey tomorrow.

The university will also host a ceremony for members of the public to pay their [ast
respects after Puey's ashes arrive in the next two weeks. The date and details of the

ceremony will be announced later.
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Brilliant economist who was an inspiration to the younger
generation

PUEY Ungphakorn was a brilliant economist and a professional pillar who had inspired a
younger generation of economists to pursue their profession with compassion.

"For students of economics, Puey was a role model to emuiate on his quest for social
justice and on his impeccable ethical standards."

The death of Puey is the loss of one of the country's finest sons. In life, Puey laid the
groundwork for banking, monetary and financial standards. He had also instilled a vision
of what economists can do to help advance the cause of equity and justice.

In posterity Puey will be remembered as an "economic great", leaving behind a legacy of
ground-breaking works on modern economic management.

Among Puey's monumental achievements during his tenure as the governor of the Bank
of Thailand were his pioneering works to upgrade the commercial banking system, the
high standards for monetary and fiscal discipline, the precedents on banking ethics and
his pivotal role in the establishment of the Budget Bureau and the Fiscal Policy Office.

Senator Virabongsa Ramangkura

IN his condolences sent to Puey's wife Margaret Ungphakorn, the prime minister praised
Puey as a highly respected figure who had contributed much to his beloved country.

"I have known and held Dr Puey in the highest personal regard, recognising his
invaluable contributions to Thailand and his esteemed place in the public sector,” he
said in the statement.

The prime minister said his government stood ready to assist the Ungphakorn family
during their time of grief, although the family had already indicated the wish for a private
funeral.

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai

IN spite of political changes, Puey Ungphakorn remained a frustworthy friend. His
sincerity, honesty and friendship never wavered.

Although Puey wrote a series of open letters urging Thanom to relinguish his dictatorial
power, the former military strongmen said he and Puey remained friends throughout.
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"When in government | received invaluable advice on economic affairs from Puey. After
| retired, Puey visited me in Singapore showing his sympathy for my plight," Thanom
recalied.

The former prime minister credited Puey for his groundwork to pave the way for the
economic "miracle" which the country enjoyed with accelerating growth rates in the
1980s.

Former prime minister Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn

DEPUTY Finance Minister Pisit Lee-ahtam mourned the death of Puey Ungphakorn as
a great loss for the country and expressed his personal grief on losing a mentor.

"Ajarn Puey was an outstanding model of honesty. He was truly a professional who
refused to succumb to the powers-that-be," he said.

Pisit said that as a former recipient of a central bank scholarship for graduate studies in
the Netherlands, he was particularly indebted to Puey for giving him the opportunity for
growth academically and professionally.

He noted that Puey would remain his professional inspiration, emulating his advocacy
for democracy, social justice and strict professional discipiine.

The minister said his memory of Puey was of a man "who dared to stand up for what
was right and never feared the consequences".

Puey was a fearless leader but had never been trapped by power, he added.

Deputy Finance Minister Pisit Lee-ahtam

PM's Office Minister Supatra Masdit expressed regret for the death of Puey
Ungphakorn.

"As one of his students and a staff member who had worked closely with him, | was
shocked," she said.

"In my heart | will always remember him as the man who laid the foundation for the
development of Thailand's modern economy and as one of the pioneers in rural
development,” she added.

Supatra said she had coordinated with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to facilitate the
funeral arrangements in London. Puey's family had decided to cremate his body and
planned to bring his ashes back to Thailand.

The minister commented that it was too early to form an opinion on whether a

monument should be built in honour of Puey, saying that the Ungphakorn family should
be consulted on this matter.
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"Puey was a modest man and he despised displays of extravagance,” she noted.
PM's Office Minister Supatra Masdit

PUEY Ungphakorn was an exceptional leading figure in society. His peaceful crusade
for social justice and devotion to public interest are legend.

"Puey's life-fong works are the testament of goodness.”

Even in his death, Puey will remain an inspiration for social advocates to follow in his
footstep on how to achieve economic and social progress.

Senate Speaker Meechai Ruchuphan

THE country has just lost its finest citizen. Puey Ungphakorn was a good man, a
capable man, and a patriot who was once misunderstood by his countrymen.

Puey left a legacy everywhere -- in education, in the development of Thailand's modern
economy and in his struggle for democratic principles.

His accomplishments were monumental, though he had to live a life of exile in London in
his last years to avoid political controversy,

Senator and educator Prof Kasem Suwanakul

"DR Puey was a rare, great man and | was lucky to serve under him."

He took Thailand to the forefront of development and gave the Bank of Thailand its soul
even today.

The monetary policy was and still is guided by his "growth with stability” principle. And as
a central bank in a developing country, it had to support and promote needed sectors
such as exports and agriculture where competitive financing was made available.

in his work, he set forth four principles. The first was to be neutral, honest and the best
in academic work. Great importance was given to the selection of quality people to work
with the central bank who were also given the best education.

Secondly, there was simplicity and no aristocratic hierarchy. Third, management was
carried out with kindness and sympathy. The Bank of Thailand was also to help fuel
ideas and set policies with other state agencies.

Last but not least, the central bank cannot be isolated from politics but provide it with
rationality and understanding.
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Vijit Supinit, former governor of the Bank of Thailand:

WITHOUT Puey Ungphakorn, the history of Thai economic development might have
had to be rewritten with a worse scenario.

With Puey taking the monetary rudder at the Bank of Thailand, he had installed a
tight-fisted discipline fo ensure economic stability and development.

Despite pressure from dictatorial leaders, Puey stood up for his professional principles.
The monetary and financial infrastructure laid down by Puey later helped pave the way
for the economic take-off as a newily-industrialised country.

Senator and former deputy central bank governor Paisarl Koomalayavisai

THE anecdotes on Puey Ungphakorn are a reflection of the kind of man who had lived
and done so much for his country.

The deputy prime minister recalled that he was one of Puey's early students studying
economics at Thammasat University.

"Ajarn Puey was no regular professor. His teachings went beyond the classroom."”

In addition to the class-room discussion, Puey would spend time with his students
talking about everything from life's goals fo the etiquette of drinking.

"After class, Puey often took his students for a few drinks and then invited them for a
Bt10 dinner at food stalls in Nana Market."

Using the tasty but cheap dinner to illustrate his point, he would encourage the students
to live a healthy but modest life - his hands on lesson on fiscal discipline.

The untiring professor was also concerned about how his students would channel their
youthful energy into politics. When Trairong was recruited to join the university staff,
Puey said he did not look for a "book-worm" but a street-smart guide to ensure
constructive student activities.

In one of his pioneering works, Puey established a student volunteer programme for
rural development.

"A pundit (educated man} does not deserve to be called as such after receiving only a
university degree, but he should also {earn how to apply his knowledge to solve villagers'
problems," Puey said.

As the central banker, Puey had kept politicians from meddling with monetary policy.
Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat once ordered him to print more money buf he refused.
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Puey saved the country from the peril of run-away inflation as he held Sarit at bay,
ignoring the tempting offers of a new house and a finance portfolic.

Deputy Prime Minister Trairong Suwankhiri

PUEY Ungphakorn played a pivotal role in the development of Thailand's banking and
financial system. His death is a great loss as the country has just been deprived of a
great mind on the economy.

Finance Minister Tarrin Nimmanahaeminda

PUEY had a vision not just for the immediate but for 10-20 years ahead. He formulated
Thailand into the first-ever sustainable development phase.

"What happened to him was not fair. He wanted the right things for the Thai people. But
he ended up abroad and could not fulfil many of his own wishes."

The central bank will continue to implement his ideas such as rural development and the
provision of scholarships.

M R Chatu Mongol Sonakul, governor of the Bank of Thailand:

THE name of Puey Ungphakorn needs no introduction -- he is an icon for public service.
He was a devoted servant of the public, spending his entire life to ensure sound
economic fundamentals as well as safeguarding the interests of villagers and the
underprivileged.

Commerce permanent secretary Sompho! Kiatpaiboon
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TRIBUTE TO DR PUEY UNGPHAKORN

A TRIUMPH of lies over truth in the 1970s sent an honest, capable and patriotic man
into exile where he spent the rest of his life. But Puey Ungphakorn did not leave without
"sowing the seeds”, and as he passed away peacefully on July 28, surrounded by only
the closest members of his family, some flowers of freedom have managed to blossom
through rock-hard earth.

Today's Thailand remains a far cry from what Dr Puey had described in his famous
"From Womb to Graveyard" wishful essay, which explains his view on civil society. Yet
the outpourings of respect and tribute by compatriots from many walks of life means the
brick wall at which he was among the first to throw the hammer has crumbled.

Such credit will be the iast thing wanted by a unique individual who cherished
co-existence and believed strongly in the power of unity. Dr Puey was a simple,
down-to-earth person who didn't want to be called a hero despite his bravery and who
tried to fulfil his noble ambition with humbleness and non-aggression.

His death deprives the Kingdom of a great son who gave so much and suffered
likewise. An outstanding economist and technocrat who could actually be called a
"father" of modern Thai economic management, who brought the human touch to policy

implementation, and a democrat who never swayed for one single moment from what he

stood for, he was branded a communist when ultra-rightists swept back to power in
1976. Dr Puey's last pictures of Thailand were those of police, soldiers and mobs
storming the Thammasat University and lynching his students.

Without true freedom, distortion or blatant lies were easy. Pictures of a pipe-smoking,
umbrella-dangling Dr Puey talking to protesting students were published before the
massacre by those who wanted to give the impression that he was masterminding the
protest for malicious political purposes. Rumours were spread that there was a secret
arms depot in Thammasat. Dr Puey left the country with a badly-tainted image, with
people who had faith in him in disarray.

"One day truth will prevail," he wrote from exile to one of his numerous contacts later
that year. "History will correct itself eventually. Calling us communists is their sin, not
ours. The truth is that if one day Thailand is ruled by communists, Thammasat wil}
absolutely become the centre of anti-government protest again."

Dr Puey had fought dictatorship with subtle messages, issued in non-aggressive style
but with resounding impact. When Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn abrogated the
Constitution in 1972 and began an iron-fist rule, he wrote an open letter urging the
strongman to return power to the people.

"Nothing is worse than the pollution caused by the fear of intimidation. Such fear
poisons people's minds and wisdom. This can lead to permanent brain paralysis. In the
worst case, poisoned brains can erupt into something horrible as many nearby
[countries] have experienced," he said.
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While a democrat, Dr Puey was also a realist. In 1976 he observed that the student
movement was on the receiving end because student activists had been spoiled by the
victorious uprising against the Thanom regime three years earlier.

"He told us to resort to non-aggressive means, but we did not quite listen," said a former
student activist. "He never favoured violent confrontation or the idea of pushing one side
to the extreme corner."

Though the students failed occasionally to listen to him, Dr Puey was still one of the
most influential figures for young Thai people at that time. He led with examples of
selflessness, simplicity and conscience that were translated into action. He drove an old
Austin car to work, initiated and took part in student volunteer programmes, all the time
telling his followers not to forget weaker people.

Throughout his working career, he touched base with everyone he came across, a
perfect boss and beloved teacher. All subordinates and students remember his
kindness and wisdom.

While the past political turbulence often comes to mind at the mention of Dr Puey's
name, his contributions to and work for the Thai economy were enormous.

Dr Puey could truely be called "the father of Thailand's development" and was
recognised by [eading technocrats of today as a visionary planner well-versed in the
complexities of macroeconomic management.

He left a mark in economic institutional building, setting up the National Economic and
Social Development Board and seeing to it that the first national development plan for
the country was launched. He also initiated the Budget Bureau to take care of state
spending and helped to establish the Economic Councit for the first time to strengthen
public economic policies.

Dr Puey engineered Thailand's membership of the Worid Bank -- when in the
post-World War || period the country was facing a slump.

As a man with an unyielding principle, he stood firm against Field Marshal Sarit
Thanarat, who before assuming the post of prime minister owned a gold frading
company and was upset at Dr Puey's call for Thailand to leave the Gold Standard. He
was subsequently moved out of Thailand and posted as economic counselior to the
Thai Embassy in London.

But Sarit appeared to have come to respect Dr Puey and when the former became
prime minister, the latter was recalled and made governor of the Bank of Thailand where
he stayed for the next 12 years.

"Dr Puey was visionary, broad-minded with kindness and bold enough to fight those who
used their powers without justice. Although he had to deal with army generals, he did
not have a problem. He had a perfect way to talk and the ability to deny through
comproimise,” said former Bank of Thailand governor Nukul Prachuabmoh.

Another former central bank governor, Chavalit Thanachanan, described Dr Puey as
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"not only the most dominant economist at the time, but also a man of reason and a man
of integrity even in face of politicians, in addition to being a persuasive, brilliant speaker
and a man of tact".

Chavalit quoted Dr Puey as saying that to be a central banker was not to be a saint.
Thus, a central banker could not ignore the directives of the government, but at the
same time must have the courage to withstand and oppose the government's decision if
necessary.

"If you asked me what Dr Puey had done for the Bank of Thailand. | would say that he
made the central bank into one of the most respected organisations. Certainly this
happened before the bank's reputation was tarnished a few years ago,” said Chavalit.

Dr Puey was very sick the last time Nukul saw him in England last September. He was
living in @ small and modest house in an area where most of the residents were working
class.

Dr Puey suffered a stroke not long after he went into exile in England, losing his ability to
write and having difficulties speaking. Visitors described his strong wili and few knew the
intensity of his nostalgia. One who came close recalled in an article that he once pointed
a shaky hand to part of a song's lyric.

It says: "Where do you sleep tonight, little yellow bird?"
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Students champion social change

AS A tribute to Puey Ungphakorn, who died on July 28, The Nation summarises his
book on the Oct 6, 1976, bloodbath, the event which sent him into exile in London.

OCTOBER 6, 1976: MASSACRE AND COUP D'ETAT
PURPOSES AND ATROCITIES
PUEY UNGPHAKORN

At 7.30 am on Oct 6, 1976, the Thai police force under orders from the Seni Pramoj
administration forced its way into Thammasat University and shot indiscriminately at
anyone in sight. The attack was reinforced by rightist Red Gours, village scouts and
Nawapon (a conservative coalition). The university was surrounded by attackers who
assailed anyone fleeing the killing field on the campus. Some died under fire, others
were maimed, still others who fled had to face no less brutality outside: Some were
lynched. Others were doused with fuel and burned alive. Many were tortured. Official
figures put the death toll at a little more than 40. Unofficial estimates put the number at
over 100 deaths and several hundreds injured.

Many confessed to crimes under police duress and others, under torture, implicated
their fellow companions in crimes.

The October 1973 incident that changed the nation towards democracy met with
resistance with the tenet that decimation of some ten thousand students or so would
bring the country back to peace and order. A political party went so far as campaigning
under the slogan, "All nuances of socialism are communism®”. And again in the lead-up
to the October 1976 incident, some said a pogrom of around 30,000 students would be
a cheap investment to make.

Some in the military establishment, the police force and the landed capitalists, who did
not want democracy implanted in Thai soil, tried to destroy interest groups considered a
threat to them through campaigns by radio, television, the press, handbills,
word-of-mouth, poison-pen letters and written threats. They systematically created
organisations just to achieve that end.

They carried out McCarthyist persecution as communists against anyone who opposed
them. Former premiers Kukrit Pramoj, Seni Pramoj, or some of the cardinal Buddhist
monks were among the victims. Patriotism, faith and monarchy were among tools used
for conformity controls.

Qusted field marshal Thanom Kittikachorn re-entered Thailand from exile in Singapore,
wearing a Buddhist saffron robe. And the Thammasat attack was carried out under the
false pretence of preservation of the monarchy.

Lynching
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Thanom's return on Sept 19, 1976, prompted a protest from students, labourers,
farmers and members of the public. The government was given an uitimatum to either
banish Thanom from the country or face a general protest. Three rallying students were
attacked. Two Provincial Electricity Generating Authority (PEGA) employees in Nakhon
Pathom, west of Bangkok, were hanged by local police for putting up anti-Thanom
posters in public areas.

The gathering in Thammasat University built up to about 500 demanding that the
government explain its handling of Thanom's return and the murder of PEGA
employees.

Two students entertained the rally with a pantomime mocking the PEGA lynchings.

The following day local papers published pictures of the pantomimed lynchings that
some said resembled the likeness of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn.

A number of lecturers who attended the performance denied there was a resemblance
to HRH. But the pictures carried by the Dao Siam

daily newspaper, a staunch critic of students activities, bore particular resemblance to
the likeness of HRH that some said was a fouch-up.

The military-controlfed Yan Kroh radio station, also a harsh critic of the students who
choreographed an atfack by the rightist Red Gour members on Thammasat University

in September 1975, pilloried the students union on the air for two days, beginning on
Oct 5, and accused the students of being communists bent on abolishing the monarchy.

Rallies staged on Oct 4, 1976

The Oct 4 rain led to a stampede by the ralliers, numbering 25,000 to 40,000. They
ducked out of the rain and into Thammasat University. The rector of the university
reported the forced entry to the Chana Songkhram police, which despatched 40 officers
fo the scene -- only fo find themselves helpless in face of such crowds.

The Red Gours and Nawapon gathered in a counter rally at Wat Maha That across the
street from the university.

Working the crowds and the mobs

Yan Kroh radio began a campaign, urging the abolition of communists in Thammasat
University and calling on the government to introduce a new line-up that included
Samak Sundaravej and Somboon Sirithorn in the new cabinet.

From Oct 6 midnight to the following dawn, the university was fired on and the
atmosphere was punctuated with return fire.

The rectory of the university was kept in the dark of the intended attack from police.

Arms caches on campus
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Despite a flurry of accusations against Thammasat, pofice found and paraded two
assault rifles, one pistol and a number of grenades. But no machine guns.

Police charges that the university concealed a caches of arms in the basement were
only refuted by a tour of the compound by Fublic Works Department director-general
Damrong Chonwifarn who assessed the damage sustained by the university as a result
of the raid.

Mobs ruled over democracy

Yan Kroh radio's spearheading calls for including Samak and Somboon in a new
cabinet and for sacking from the Seni cabinet “left-winger" ministers like Surin Masdit,
Chuan Leekpai and Damrong Lathipipat met with a glitch.

The radio called to arms the Red Gours, village scouts, Nawapon and other right-wing
groups in a bid to pressure the government to cede to the military's demands. Seni
complied, just to find one or two hours later that he was no fonger at the country’'s helm.

Ever since the QOct 14, 1973, popufar uprising, the student-labour-farmer groups had
been accused of "manipulating the masses” and "succumbing to the rule of the mobs at
the expense of the rule of law", but what was employed against the
student-labour-farmer groups was nothing more than a manipulation of the masses, a
rule of the mobs and toppling the rule of law at the muzzle of the gun.

The Internal Security Operation Command (ISOC) had, since 1974, set up the Red
Gour group, tapping its members from alumni, current or wayward students of schools
of commerce with a purpose to counter any activity pursued by other students. A
foreign-language publication identified Col Sudsai Hasadin as the backer of the group.
He never bothered to deny it. It was the ISOC which not only founded the group but
offered boot-camp training to its members and put them on its payroll financed from
secref funds. Red Gour members cartied arms issued by ISOC in public with impunity.

The ISOC was transformed from an anti-communist body that was first run on a
Bt13-million budget. It now (as it was accounted) boasted of a Bt800-million budget and
covered some 30 provinces nationwide. The body resisted any parfiamentary attempt to
make jts secret budgef public. And the secret funds were used to undermine
democracy.

Like the Red Gours, Nawapon was spawned from the ISOC. The body comprised the
gentry, the capitalists and Buddhist monks who did not want to see the existing social
order change. The spiritual arm of the ISOC, with a mission to wage psychological
warfare, Nawapon was headed by US-trained Watana Kheowimon. The body was later
joined by noted literary figure Sod Kuramarohit, who was lured into it by promise of a
new social order through cooperative management. Sod became disiflusioned
afterwards.

Village scouts were introduced with decfared non-political purposes. The Interior
Ministry was instrumental in setting up the body. It had a veiled agenda of influencing
general elections so the managed outcome could be reaped. It was an efectoral too!
introduced unsuccessfully by the US in Vietnam, but found a fertite ground in Thailand.
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Students are a pure political force that champion social change. They were effective in
1973 so much so that many politicians went fo great lengths fo pamper them. They
even affowed students out into the country to "teach democracy”. There was no known
place in the world where democracy had been successfully taught.

Students applied the same strategy they had used successfully in 1973 in a changed
situation in 1976. They made an issue of everything, trivial or major.

They began to use the university compound for their political activities far too often.
They were weakened by their complacency and unimproved strategy.
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