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_Press reports

led to Oct 6
‘bloodshed’

The Nation

IN the massacre of October 6, 1976, the
pro-democracy student movement was
crushed by a concerted effort to frame the
students with yellow journalism ~ lead-
ing to the brutal suppression, Asst Prof
Giles Ungpakorn said yesterday.

H Editorial: A4
B A need to shed light: Ad

Giles, secretary of a public inquiry
into the October 6, 1976, crackdown,
said the evidence indicated a smear
campaign against the students. He cited

newspaper reports, published ahead of

the brutal attack, alleging that the stu-
dents had staged a play to defame the
Royal Family.

“Witnesses and stage crew denied the
press reports published by the Banghok
Post and Dao Siam newspapers. There
was never a play staged to defame the
Crown Prince,” Giles said.

Ciles contended that the two news-
papers’ reports were fabricated to incite
public hatred of the university students.

The pro-democracy students were ral-

“lying on the Thammasat University
& campus to protest the return from exile
o of former dictator Field Marshal Thanom
¥ Kittikachorn. Riot police moved in to
E‘,’ disperse the rally in the early hours of
% October 6, 1976, leading to the murder
E:_ and lynching of the students. The inci-
i dent was broadcast live.
i
% of war to attack the students.
w  “Some low-ranking policemen who
¥ had beats around the university saved
i some students from the brutal attacks,
% They made known their disapproval of
the massacre that took place,” he said.
Members of the right-wing Red Guar
and Navaphol groups, both now defunct,
also led the assault on the students.

v

¥ Giles said the riot forces used weapons-
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timony of 60 witnesses and court state-
ments given by riot police.
The report aims at stirring public and

academic interest in the discrepancies
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Wichitchai, a second-year political sci-
ence student, was dragged out of the
rally, hanged and set on fire by 2 mob

at Sanam Luang.
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¥ had beats around the university saved
1 some students from the brutal attacks.
& They made known their disapproval of
the massacre that took place,” he said.
Members of the right-wing Red Guar
and Navaphol groups, both now defunct,
also led the assault on the students.
Testifying in retrospect people who

used to be close to the Red Guar and
Navaphol admitted that riot forcesised- -+

explosives and heavy weapons, |
Giles said he had evidence to prove that
the members of these two groups had
been paid to lynch the students.
The public inquiry will result in a
report on the bloodshed based on the tes-

timony of 60 witnesses and court state-
ments given by riot police.
The report aims at stirring public and
academic interest in the discrepancies
~between eyewitness decounts and the offi- -
" cial version, Giles said.

ies of the incident, he said.
Chulalongkorn University’s Political
Science Faculty yesterday unveiled a
brass plaque in honour of Wichitchai
Amornkul, a pro-democracy student

It is expected to inspire further stud- ;

Ry ' wY

NATION}’HOTO/KITTINAN RODSUPAN :;iﬁ

Wichitchai, a second-year political sci- ap
ence student, was dragged out of the | wi
rally, hanged and set on fire by a mob | be

at Sanam Luang, ]
In his enlogy, faculty dean Chgiwat

Kamchu said: “Wichitchai’s déath should | i
serve as a reminder that conflicting { Th
ideas cannot be reconciled by committing | An
atrocities. Only tolerance can ensure /wﬂ
social cohesion, If we don't learn the |/boc
lesson, then we might resort to violence |, tes

to quell opposing ideas and this tragedy

who died during the crackdown.

will befall us once again.”

‘CHUAN: Region risks hing feft behind
in era of globalisation.

The Nation

CHIANG MAI - The Association of Southeast
Asian Nations should accelerate the creation of
a regional free trade zone and prohibit members
from backtracking on tax cuts, Prime M1mster
Chuan Leekpai said yesterday

B Related reports, photo: A6, B1, B3

Chuan, speaking at the opening of the 32nd
Agean Economic Ministers (AEM) meeting in
Chiang Mai, urged Asean governments to
strengthen the group’s free trade zone to attract
global trade and investment to the region.

The original Asean members, which include
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand, have agreed to slash
tariffs on one another’s exports to rates bétween
zero and b per cent by the year 2002, with 90
per cent of the euts already implemented.

However, as the Asean Free Trade Area
{Afta) goes into effect in the wake of the region's

32nd ASEAN ECONOVIIC

MINISTERS (AEM) MEETINt

CHIANG MAL THA!

=t~ 2.7 ocTomeR 20t
economic crisis, the tariff-slashing pro:
stalled in certain sensitive sectors i
countries. Malaysia, for example, has
that its automotive industry be exempt:
tariff reduction scheme under Afta, in

protect its national car industry.

Because of the “pivotal role” Afta wil
stimulating trade and improving the
investment climate, Chuan urged men
move promptly to fulfil {Afta’s] goals ar
tives and ... go beyond mere tariff reduc
elimination.” He said it is important t
that any short and medium-term se
member nations may have to make
rewarded with substantial long-term
“If Asean stands idly by then it s
chance of being left behind in the ne

___ECI'ICIES

BELGRADE - Demonstrators tdok control of
parliament and the state television head-
quarters yesterday, crashing through a wall
with a bulldozer and burning part of the build-
ing that has become one of President Slobodan
Milosevic's propaganda mainstays,

M Earller report, photo: A9

Protesters said dozens of police at the state
TV building and at federal parliament joined
crowds taking control of both buildings. Black
smoke billowed from parliament after pro-

Belgrade protesters take

testers managed to get inside. Flame:
from the first floor of the TV building

A bulldozer, apparently commande
demonstrators, broke into the TV b
and demonstrators poured inside, Po
out the back.

The melee erupted at the start of aln
the opposition called to force Milo:
accept electoral defeat in the September
tion. In what was apparently the larg:
Milosevie protest since his 13-year rul

- hundreds of thousands of people had

bled in Belgrade, and tens of thousan
were seen streaming into the city.
Witnesses reported seeing army ar

Aguen 38 oA IUNISIBONTIUNINIUIEINA
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‘Bid to root out the

textbook worms

Education Ministry moves to end corruption

KAMOLTHIP BAI-NGERN
The Nation

THE Education Ministry will liberalise
the multi-billion-baht texthook market
in 2002 in a bid to end \Vldesplead cor-
1upt10n

The irvegularities in the textbook
market, in which major textbook pub-
lishers offer kickbacks to teachers and
administrators to force their students to
buy overpriced and unauthorised text-
books, were exposed this year by The
Nation and the Krungthep Turakij busi-
ness daily.

The Education Ministry's strict reg-
ulations on the supply of school textbooks
apparently were ineffective, so it was
decided to encourage free competition,
according to a top education official.

Dr Prapatpong Senarit, director-gen-
eral of the Department of Curriculum
and Instruction Development (DCID),
said yesterday that his office had already
come up with measures to ensure that
the liberalisation went smoothly.

As a step toward this, his office would
next year scrap the system of authorising
textbooks with an official seal, he said.

Under the new regulations, Prapat-
pong said, any publishers, teachers,
academics or private organisations could
write textbook drafts and reserve the
right to either publish or sell them to any
publishers. “But they must receive
approval from a commission tasked
with examining the textbook drafts
before publishing,” he said.

Prapatpong said the commission, to be
errablishe i soon, would include acade-
-mics. parents. teachers and legal experts.

\V

will take part in the decision on the
issue,” he said. Prapatpong urged pub-
lishers to submit their textbook drafts
by the end of the year so that DCID reg-
ulators would have time to examine
them.,

“The scrapping of official embossed
seals and the availability of authorised
textbooks by the beginning of next year
should leave no place for unauthorised
textbooks,” Prapatpong said.

Concerning the three large publishers
found to have been printing and sellin
unauthorised textbooks, he said offi-
cials were still gathering evidence but
should be ready to sue the offenders
soon, .

Each publisher would be fined Bt1,000
per unauthorised textbook published
plus 8 per cent of the book’s cover price.
The publishers are Aksorn Charoen-
that Co, Wattana Panich Co and Thai
Wattana Panich Co.

However, Adul Bussa, chairman of
the labour union of the ministry-run
publisher, Kurusapa Business Organ-
isation, said he suspected the Education
Ministry was not sincere about acting
against the publishers.

“T've heard that the Education Min-
istry’s executives have shared inter-
ests with those of the three publishers
for a long time,” he said.

He said Education Minister Somsak
Prissanananthakul did not respond to
his queries about the progress of
inquiries into the textbook scam.

Commenting on the liberalisation of
textbook publishing, he warned that
the government should take care to see
that it conformed to the policy of 12

(D ¥ i D

ANTI-GRAFT PLAN REFINED

NATEE VICHITSORASATRA
The Nation

ONE of the country's most comprehen-
sive anti-graft blueprints received prob-
ably its most significant boost yester-
day when a number of eminent
academics and key policy leaders filled
in the gaps at a forum on the topic.

But if the ratification of the blueprint,
which is intended to become a national
agenda, was considered auspicious,
the moment was dimmed by fresh
warnings that graft was moving to new
pastures, '

“Corporatisation of state enterprises
and independent organisations such as
the National Telecommunications Com-
mission are where corruption wiil be
headed,” said Duanden Nikombarirak,
a researcher at the Thailand Develop-
ment Research Institute (TORI}.

The money invoived would be enor-
mous, she and other researchers
warned, meaning an official or politician
who recelved a 1-percent kickback “will
not have to do anything else for the
rest of thelr lives”.

The ratification ceremony was fed by
Privy Councillor Prem Tinsulanonda,
who called for a concerted and continu-
ous effort to combat corruption.

“First, society must have a clear con-
science and then everyone must coop-
erate,” he said. The blueprint, devised
by the TBRI and the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC), envisions a national
campaign involving reform of the
bureaucrati¢ svstem. switt and harsh

v
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or"a long time,” he said.

He said Education Minister Somsak
Prissanananthakul did not respond to
his querles about the progress of
inquiries into the texthook scam.
Commenting on the liberalisation of
textbook publishing, he warned that

" the goveinment should také careto see ," iz
that it conformed to the poliey o of 12.'

years of fundamental educ

“The government should rewse'lts: i
decision [to liberalise the pubhshmg of .

textbooks). The free markef: must be
under a proper framework or glse’the
revised system might do more damage
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trol textbook prices efficiently as parents

_than good,” he said.

ick free trade zone
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ﬁﬁ-slashiné pi‘béess has -

1sitive sectors in some
»r example, has insisted
1stry be exempt from the
s under Afta, in order to
t industry.
:al role” Afta will play in
improving the region’s
man urged members “to
[Afta’s] goals and objec-
mere tariff reduction and
t is important to realise
iedium-term sacrifices
- have to make will be
1tial long-term benefits.
ly by then it stands a
ahind in the new world

architecﬁure; as well as becoming irrelevant
within the new global économy,” he said.
‘To protect regional interests, Chuan sug-

-gested, Agean governments should participate
- more actively in the global multilateral trade

negotiation process, promote relations with
extra-regional markets and secure a more open

" global environment.

Efforts to forge links between Northeast
Asian countries such as China, Japan and
South Korea and the nations of Australia and
New Zealand are steps in the right direction,
he said. :

Australia and New Zealand will attend today’s
meeting to discuss a possible merger between
the two regions while the ministers from the
three Northeast Asian countries will join the
meeting tomorrow to diseuss further econom-
ic cooperation. Chuan said that in the coming
century, Asean will have to make the transition
to more knowledge-based, technology-driven

. economic activity, by bridging the digital divide

that exists within the region.

take over parliament

tinside. Flames spilled

the TV building.

ntly commandeered by
into the TV building,

ured inside. Pdlice fled

;the start of a huge rally
| to force Milosevic to
n the September 24 elec-
wrently the Jargest anti-
this 13-year rule began,
s of people had assem-
tens of thousands more
into the city.

seeing army armoured

vehicles heading for the parliament building
and state TV headquarters. The vehicles were
carrym'g troops in military camouﬂage wear-
ing masks and gas masks. °

Earlier, police had fired dozens of rounds of
tear-gas into the protesters and stun grenades
were heard in other parts of the city. At least
five police cars were set alight and numerous
people were injured.

Yesterday's unprecedented protests were
sparked after a Yugoslav court late on Wednes-
day annuiled the results of the September 24
vote in a ruling widely criticised by western gov-
ernment as a fraud. The decision meant Milo-
sevic ¢éould remain in power until next June,
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EDITORIAL: THE THAMMASAT TRAGEDY

Media must reflect on
its guilt for October 6

he national tragedy that occurred on Qctober 6, 1976, is always identified
with “that” picture. But while there is no doubt the photo infuriated a poor-
iy informed publie, blaming the few editors who published it will blur the
truth about what happened.

Whether they did it on purpose or with glaring naivete, the editors were simply
part of a journalistic community at its ethieal worst. The Thai media, in commemorating
one of the country’s darkest days, often divert attention now to the ultra-rightists,
the Seni government, the police, the military and venomous politicians. But the
truth remains that for every student massacred inside the Thammasat Universi-
ty campus, his or her death has tainted journalists’ hands as well.

Extreme prejudice, blind nationalism, hatred and corruption plagued Thai jour-
nalists during this turbulent period. A glance at October 7, 1976, newspapers will
tell all. “A day of the people’s triumph,” declared a headline of one mass-circula-

_tion daily. A photo caption of another newspaper said soldiers firing into the uni-
versity compound were doing it “for country, monarchy and religion”. All papers
reported that the besieged students fought back with machine guns, and that huge
arms caches were found inside the university after the “communists” were neutralised,

The students were shot, stabbed, raped, hanged or burned alive by soldiers, police
and angry mobs — only three years after the media had hailed the young people
as the nation’s saviours. Of course, much had gone terribly wrong since the stu-
dent-led uprising of October 1973, but among them was the media’s sense of
responsibility. .

After the sweet victory of 1973, the student movement became even bolder. The -
young activists desired ever greater freedom but their ideology was somehow
marred by radicalism. They wanted to fight against dictatorship and oppression,
they dreamt of absolute social equality, campaigned for the underprivileged and
ignored materialism. But in a politically turbulent and deeply divided world, their +
immature minds couldn’t help but become confused.

Protests became routine, and the students wouldn't budge even on what were per-
ceived to be trivial issues. And they were too preoccupied with their political agen-
da to notice that they were alienating the people. Sensing public annoyance and
boredom, the ultra-rightists plotted a scheme to strike back. .

This was where the Thai media utterly failed. Instead of playing a neutral, con-
structive role, journalists took the rightists’ bait, becoming part of a powerful
anti-student propaganda machine. The students’ gennine course was no longer recog-
nised, and the public received only stories about the students’ arrogance and
alleged communist infiltration.

When the doctored pictures reached newspaper offices, the students had already
been isolated, and had become the targets of hatred. When the collaborators were
assured that all media channels would toe the same line in their coverage, they
unleashed the obscene brutality on the Thammasat campus,

“Little birds in orange orchards”, the Thai expression for humble status, surely
was a wrong description of many Thai journalists when it ¢came to the events of

1

he October 6,1976 massacre
I has had a prefound influence
on modern Thai society and
politics. I shall consider three exam-
ples. Firstly, the resulting destrue-
tion of the student movement, the
labour movement and the legalised
Left, became a green light for increas-
ing the rate of exploitation,

Profit rates rose on the backs of
workers and peasants. Durihg
the economic boom of the 1980s and
early 1990s, living standards for
most people rose, but the vast
amount of newly created wealth went
straight to the ruling elite, Thailand

ranked fifth on the ignominions

" Ottober 6, 1976. They had the power to ease the simmering tension, but they did-

w't. Some were used and others were bought. The rest simply decided to go with
the flow. The result was a national defeat.

The media, despite all their pretensions to humility, has unmatehed power to cre-
ate and destroy, to make some so loved and others s0 hated. While the Thammasat.
massacre highlighted the danger of a state-controlled media, it also demonstrat-
ed that the free media is nothing without a sense of ethical responsibility.

Journalists will continue to be in the middle of ideclogical conflicts, which may
or may not be as explosive ds the ones preceding the gréat tragedy of October 6.
Their God-like power thus has to be used discreetlv. If it continues to be used to

list of the world’s most unequal coun-
tries and this inequality continues
today.

What is more, any attempt to sug-
gest that such inequality can be
redressed through proposals for a
welfare state and progressive taxa-
tion of the rich is today met with deri-
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he October 6,1976 massacre
Thas had a profound influence

on modern Thai society and
politics. I shall consider three exam-
ples. Firstly, the resulting destruc-
tion of the student movement, the
labour movement and the legalised
Left, became a green light for increas-
ing the rate of exploitation.

Profit rates rose on the backs of
workers and peasants. Durifig
the economic boem of the 1980s and
early 1990s, living standards for
most people rose, but the vast
amount of newly created wealth went
straight to the ruling elite. Thailand
ranked fifth on the ignominious
list of the world’s most unequal coun-
tries and this inequality confinues
today.

What is more, any attempt to sug-
gest that such inequality can be
redressed through proposals for a
welfare state and progressive taxa-
tion of the rich is today met with deri-

that the peor will always be poor and
the rich wiil live in luxury and rule

those who believe in fighting for a
just society should use the present
opportunity to talk about October 8
to raise fundamental questions about
privilege in Thai society.

A second legacy from October 6 is
that many of the victims have been
persuaded into blaming themseives.

censors itself, wary of calling for any

elite very well.

back in 19767 On October 6 the stu:
dents were protesting against the
return of a former military dictato‘x}
who was responsible for gunning
down unarmed demonstrators in the
street three years earlier. They were

also protesting against the murders
¢

sion. October 6 established “as fact?

over the rest of us. For this reason, .

As a result, the left-wing opposition
significant change. This suits the

But did the students “go too far‘i

m Assistant Professor Ji Giles Ungpakorn, arguing the

need to shed light on the

October 6, 1976 violence,

says the crushing of the student movement left politics
in the hands of the rich and influential.

in Nakhon Pathom of two Regional
Electricity Company workers while
they were putting up posters sup-
porting the student protests. Previ-
ous student protests had been con-
cerned with issues like the US
military bases in Thailand and the
rising price of petrol. Is this really
“ooing too far"?

For over 20 years the memory of
October 6 has created a climate of
fear among anyone who wished to
question the status-quo. It is only
recently that wuniversity students
have been able to study courses in
Marxism and read socialist books
which were banned and burat by the
post-October 6 government. Some
might say that it was necessary to
ban all discussion of communism or
socialism in order to protect democ-
racy. Yet the student movement
proved it was quite capable of main-
tdining democracy and socialism

' together. One of the reasons why the

Communist Party of Thailand col-
lapsed in the 1980s was because the
students who went to join the CPT
in the jungle became disillusioned by
the CPT's lack of democracy.

A third legacy for modern Thai
society resulting from October 6 is the
present corrupt electoral system.
Before October 6, various left-wing
and socialist parties contested eleg-
tions. They stood for policies which
would benefit the poor. The elec-
torate had a real choice. After Octo-
ber B, the electoral system became
devoid of class politics. It has now
become a monopoly for elite capital-

ist parties, all of whom have more
or less the same policies which only
benefit the rich.

In such circumstances, election time
is when citizens can choose between
various big-shots who will enter par-
liament, promising to build a local
road or two. The qualification for
becoming a big-shot is to have enough
money to buy votes at election time.
In other countries, such as Britain,
corrupt pork-barrel politics were the
norm until a working class party
emerged. Similarly in Thailand, until
working class or peasant parties are
established, vote buying will contin-
ue as sure as the sun rises each

-morning. It makes little difference
whether we have an Election Com-
mission under the new Constitution
or not. In preparation for the next
election, it is common knowledge that
all the major parties have started to
buy votes.

As long as those in power who
order or condone massacres like Octo-
ber 6, 1976 or May 1992 continue to
hold official positions, enjoying the

fruits ‘of their brutality, instead of

being forced to account for their
actions, what hope is there of build-
ing a true democracy? Until a pub-
lic apology is carried out by the Thai
state for what occurred in its name
and the relatives of the October 6 vic-
tims, and the survivors of this painful
event, are properly compensated,
there can be no justice in Thai soci-
ety. Without this, these who perpet-
uate violent oppression will be
encouraged while those who wish to

The state must
intervene to solve
the NPL problem

- Ithough I am mostly abroad, I try
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10 buy convertible bond schemes

issued by the banks to match further
provisions for NPLs. Match the need-
ed US$10 billion or more with this

scheme, It will work as a part nation-
alisation of the banking and financial
sector in the front end. Construct the

|~ Xto keep myself informed of devel
opments here. I am a little surprised
at the abrupt market sentiment
change for the worse here in Thailag
this year.
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Two years ago I contributed two
ar o o AT 4t cementen ae bl MLERS

bonds with-long maturity-and-reason--—;
able interest rates (56 per cent) and
conversion exercise prices (250 per
cent, for example, of market prices).
When the sector is back to health the
state can sell the bonds to the market.

Mhin ann ha Aneslanad o s wrin eitne.

Suthep forming one of the back-
grounds. With Ad Carabao and his
fellow artists singing, you can drink
the happiness. But when Buddhism,
as symbolised by Phra Dhatu, is
treated as just one particular of the
many particulars of Thai-ness that
ireally-celebrates-the happiness of - —
heer, it is stripped of its universe-
embracing truth. And even ridiculed!
To be fair, Boonrawd’s ad alse
shows the pagoda on a distant moun-

taintop as one of the idyllic back-
avannda far the friandshin hatwesn
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need to shed light on the

Qctober 6, 1976 violence,

says the crushing of the student movement left politics
in the hands of the rich and influential. .

in Nakhon Pathom of two Regional
Electricity Company workers while
they were putting up posters sup-
porting the student protests. Previ-
ous student protests had been con-
cerned with issues like the US
military bases in Thailand and the
rising price of petrol. Is this really
“going too far"?

For over 20 years the memory of
Qctober 6 has created a climate of
fear among anyone who wished to
question the status-quo. It is only
recently that university students
have been able to study courses in
Marxism and read socialist books
which were banned and burnt by the
post-October 6 government. Some
might say that it was necessary to
ban all discussion of communism or
socialism in order to protect democ-
racy. Yet the student movement
proved it was quite capable of main-
taining democracy and socialism

! together. One of the reasons why the

Communist Party of Thailand col-
lapsed in the 1980s was because the
students who went to join the CPT
in the jungle became disillusioned by
the CPT's lack of democracy.

A third legacy for modern Thai
society resulting from Qctober 6 is the
present corrupt electoral system.
Before October 6, various left-wing
and socialist parties contested elec-
tions. They stood for policies which
would benefit the poor. The elec-
torate had a real choice. After QOcto-
ber B, the electoral system became
devoid of class politics. It has now
become a monopoly for elite capital-

ist parties, all of whom have more
or less the same policies which only
benefit the rich.

In such circumstances, election time
is when citizens can choose between
various big-shots who will enter par-
liament, promising to build a local
road or two. The qualification for
becoming a big-shot is to have enough
money to buy votes at election time.
In other countries, such as Britain,
corrupt pork-barrel politics were the
norm until a working class party
emerged. Similarly in Thailand, until
working class or peasant parties are
established, vote buying will contin-
ue as sure as the sun rises each

-morning.. It makes little difference -

whether we have an Election Com-
mission under the new Constitution
or not. In preparation for the next
election, it is cormmon knowledge that
all the major parties have started to
buy votes.

As long as those in power who
order or condone massacres like Octo-
ber 6, 1976 or May 1992 continue to
hold official positions, enjoying the
fruits "of their brutality, instead of
being forced to account for their
actions, what hope is there of build-
ing a true democracy? Until a pub-
lic apology is carried out by the Thai
state for what occurred in its name
and the relatives of the October 6 vic-
tims, and the survivors of this-painful
event, are properly compensated,
there can be no justice in Thai soci-
ety. Without this, those who perpet-
uate violent oppression will be
encouraged while those who wish to

m Assistant Professor Ji Giles Ungpakorn, arguing the Pstand up and fight for a beter soc-

ety will be discouraged.

October 6 was not just about what
happened fo a small group of
“gxtremists”. Three thousand stu-
dents were arrested in Thammasat
University while many escaped. Their
friends, relatives and supporters
watched the scenes of brutality on the '
TV screens in horror before they
were blanked-out by government cen-
sors. Shopkeepers and ordinary
house-holders around the back’
entrance of Thammasat tried to hide -
students from the police until the
police threatened to open fire
on them. The students were not
kicked-out by these people; they left
so as not to bring trouble to their
hosts.

It was not only Thais who were
touched by the images of the event.
Pictures were broadeast by televi-
sion stations throughout the world
and carried on front pages of news-
papers.. Students and workers in
other countries showed solidarity for
those arrested. At a meeting about
the October 6 massacre held during
the annual conference of the British
Labour Party in 1977, a Kurdish stu-
dent stood up in the audience and -
declared his solidarity. He told us
that, as a Kurd, he knew what it was
like to be oppressed.

The opening of the October 6 mon-
ument is part of an on-going attempt
to throw light on the darkness of this
event. The opening ceremony starts
today at 8 am. Please come.

The author teaches at the Faculty of Politi- '
cal Science, Chulalongkorn University. This '
is the last of a two-part series on the bru-
tal massacre of the October 6, 1976 student
movement. The first part appeared on
Wednesday.
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issued by the banks to match further
provisions for NPLs. Match the need-
ed US$10 billion or more with this
scheme. It will work as a part nation-
alisation of the banking and financial
sector in the front end. Construct-the —
bonds with long maturity and reason-
able interest rates (56 per cent) and
conversion exercise prices (250 per
cent, for example, of market prices).
When the sector is back to health the
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Suthep forming one of the back-
grounds. With Ad Carabao and his
fellow artists singing, you can drink
the happiness. But when Buddhism,
a8 symbolised by Phra Dhatu, is
treated as just one particular of the

—many-particulars of Thai-ness that

really celebrates the happiness of
beer, it is stripped of its universe-
embracing truth. And even ridiculed!
To be fair, Boonrawd’s ad also
shows the pagoda on a distant moun-

taintnn ac ane af tha idvllic hack-

Averting suicides
at universities

Many people believe that a uni-
versity can teach a person to
_be mature and experienced in the
process of thinking.

The university girl who tried to
commit suicide by jumping from
the fourth floor of her dorm
shocked Thai society so much,

especially since the reason she
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OCTOBER 14 ANNIVERSARY

A pro-democracy activist adjusts pictures of those killed in the Oct 14, 1978 uprising, at a ceremony yesterday at
Democracy Monument on Ratchadamnoen aveniie. — APICHART JINAKUL ’

Heroes ask for public support

Comrades ignored
for long enough

Ploenpote Atthakor

Veterans of the Oct 14 uprising and
their relatives pleaded for public
understatiding yesterday during activi-
ties -at- Thammasat University com-
memorating the 27th anniversary of the
historic clashes. o

Activist Prapat Chua, who was cap-
tured on film as a lone protester hold-
ing a stick and challenging troops dur-
ing the 1973 uprising, said his Oct 14
comrades have been ignored long
‘enough.

event with full conviction, not by acci-
dent. We did what we should bhave,” he
said.

Those who " fought for democracy
deserved better from society than they
have received so far, he said, despite

the construction of a monurment com-,

memorating the event.

His criticism was aimed at the Fund
for the Victims of October 147 which
was set up by the Sanya Dhammasakti
government immediately after the his-
toric event. The fund now has assets
totalling G0 million baht.

Three years after it was started the
fund was turned into a social welfare
fund and the word “October 14" was
dropped from-its name. : —

Since then, the fund had veered from
its original objective and started mak-
ing donations to other welfare organis-
ations unconnected to Oct 14, Mr Pra-
pat said.

Society at large does not know how
the heroes and their relatives have suf-
fered, he said.

honour society has given them,
“But they have been suffering in real
life and need the support of society.”
Mr Prapat said he recently set up
another fund with contributions from
people involved in the protest.
Uprising veteran Pirasak Jitwiboon-

kul, now a food vendor, said he was
grateful to Mr Prapat’s fund and his
efforts in forming the organisation for
relatives. He and others could now
have a sense of belonging.

“While we have attended the com-
memoration every year for over two
decades to pay tribute to our loved
ones, this is the first time we felt com-

. fortable. erough to come out in public..

“In the past, we just observed the
activities and quietly left.”

Mr Pirasak lost his left leg during the
clashes. At present, he receives 5,000
baht a month from the government’s
fund. He said many others received
nothing.

Kimsiang Ritwanit, 70, lost her hus-

- f'—*f—'iPeople—fought—for—democracy.in,that,ﬁﬁiTheyﬁdare+not_make,__clemand,s__“bna_1:1_d in the tragedy and had six child- |
because they fear they would betray the

ren to raise alone.

“My husband was a hard-working
person who took care of his family
well,” she said.

Prof Nikhom Chantarawitoon, pres-
ident of the October 14 Monument
Foundation, pledged to provide welfare
to veterans and their relatives.
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