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Reply-To: "Kasian Tejapira" <kasian@alpha.tu.ac.th>
From: "Kasian Tejapira" <kasian@alpha.tu.ac.th>

To: "Thongchai Winichakul" <twinicha@facstaff.wisc.edu>
Subject: Santisuk's article

Date: Tue, 12 Sep 2000 04:49:40 +0700

Organization: Thammasat University

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 5.50.4133.2400

Dear Thong,
Does the memory of Puey dominate the 6th October section of Thammasat History Wall

Memorial or not ? It looks partly like it. Apart from Puey's image, Jaruphong and
Wichitchai's are also included but most viewers couldn't know them. I'll ask around about
others' impressions.

Sincerely,

Kasian
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 ABangkok Post

October 7, 2000

Economlc Review . .
ETHICS
CHALLENGE

T'he Bangkok Post has petitioned the National Daily
Press Council to launch an ethics investigation into Main Entrance
the publication by the Nation of a report about the
Oct 6, 1976 bloodbath.

In its Oct 6 edition, the Nation carried the report in
which Ji Ungpakorn accused the Bangkok Post and
Dao Siam of inciting bloodshed.

In a letter to the council, Bangkok Post editor Pichai
Chuensuksawadi said the allegation was unethical

and meant to .damage a rival publication. The Weekly
Nation, he said, had caused offence and had

neglected to give the Bangkok Post an opportunity :Io?zgﬁs Travel
to reply. NiteOwl (Tri
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This is the article the Bangkok Post refused to print today
Why we need to shed light on the darkness of 6th Oct 1976

Assistant Professor Ji Giles Ungpakorn, Chulalongkorn University.

In the early hours of 6th October 1976, Thai uniformed police, stationed in the grounds of the National Museum, destroyed the student movement
based in Thammasart University under a hail of relentless automatic fire. At the same time a large gang of “informal forces”, known as the Village
Scouts, Krating-Daeng and Nawapon indulged in an orgy of violence and brutality towards anyone near the front entrance of the university. The
Thai state’s security forces cooperated fully with these “informal forces™. After all, it was leading members of the Thai state who had
established and funded these groups in the first place. Students and their supporters were dragged out of the university and hung from the trees
around Sanam Luang; others were burnt alive in front of the Ministry of “Justice”. Women and men were subjected to the utmost-degrading and
violent behaviour. One woman died from having a piece of wood shoved up her vagina. Women and men students from the Commerce building
were made to lie face down on the grass of the football field, without shirts, while unifonmed police fired heavy machine guns over their heads.

Auntic Micn, a middle-aged machine shop worker from Makasan Railway yard, was sheltering in the Commerce building along with many
students. As a trade unionist shie had opposed the military dictatorship since before the 14th October 1973 uprising and she had encouraged her
husband to also take an interest in politics. On the 14th October her husband was shot while protesting against the military dictatorship. Mien was
in Thammasart on 6th Cctober 1976 because she wanted to protest against the return of Field Marshal Thanom from exile in Singapore. It was
Thanom's government that was responsible for her husband’s death three years earlier. As Mien was herded out of the Commerce building at gun-
point, she refused to allow police to steal her hand bag and all its belongings. She had previously seen men in uniform systematically rob the
students as they left the building, She also refused to bow her head down as ordered; she felt that she had done nothing wrong.

Many of those who died on that day gave up their lives to save others. The student security force, which was set up by necessity to protect
peaceful student demonstrations from violent attacks, took heavy casualties. This force was necessarily armed because on previous occasions right-
wing goon squads had shot at, and thrown bombs into, unarmed student gatherings causing deaths. On each occasion, the police did nothing. On
the morning of 6th October the brave members of the student guard fired their meagre collection of small hand guns in a last minute attempt to
delay the invading hoards while thousands of their friends escaped out through the back of the university towards the river. They were heavily out
gunned and most of them died.

Travel books wilt describe Thais as “peace-loving Buddhists™. Most ordinary working Thais, like their counterparts throughout the world, are
indeed peace-loving, but our rulers are not. Anyone familiar with Thai political history will not be surprised by these brutal events. Ever since 14th
October 1973, when the Thanom-Prapart-Narong military dictatorship was overthrown by a mass popular uprising, the Thai ruling elite had
‘become worried that their various privileges, all of which had been obtained through authoritarian and repressive means, would disappear before
their very eyes. In 1975 the corrupt right-wing regimes in South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos had finally been overthrown. The Thai elite was
determined that they would not be next.

The elite established, recruited and trained the Village Scouts, Krating Daeng and Nawapon. They used the media, especially the Tank

Corps Radio Station, to propagate a continuous campaign of lies about anyone to the left of Adolph Hitler. Even Chuan Leekpai, the present Prime
Minister, was called a “Communist”., In the months before 6th October, the Tank Corps Radio suggested that tens of thousands of students ought -
to be killed “for the good of the country”. The Nawapon priest, Kittiwuto, announced that killing Communists was not a sin. On the 5th October
the radio station announced, falscly, that the students had insulted the Crown Prince and called for a mobilisation of right-wing forces to “deal with
" the students. Announcers urged people over the radio to kill students . Afier the resulting blood bath at Thammasart University, the Village
Scouts were thanked for their work by politicians and top members of the Thai ruling elite at a gathering on Rajadamnern Avenue in the

~Tafternoon.

An important question faces Thai socicty. Does the end justify the means? Can democracy and frecdom be saved by destroying freedom and
democracy? Can anything good be prolected by acts of evil?



What kind of Thai socicly was “conscrved and protected from going the same way as Indachina” by the acls of brutality on the 6th QOclober 19767
These acls were carricd oul in the name of three institutions; The Nation, Religion and The Monarchy. Was il necessary 1o carry out such acts of
brutality to protect thesc_three institutions? Those that say that it was, should consider how this reflects upon the nature of these

institutions themselves,

Some political leaders and public figures who were involved in ordering and condoning the brutalising of students and pro-democracy activists
still hold office. Police officers who showed no discipline and relished 1aking part in the killings, were not punished. Some de not scem to have
changed their ways. Only recently onc such officer was associated with the case of a group of alleged drug dealers who were shot dead by pelice in
cold blood alier they had atready surrendered and been hand-cuffed in front of the media. On the night of the 5th October, according to what police
officer Salang Bunnnag said on the Tank Corps Radio the next day, he was itching 1o go in and deal with the students. Both he and the Deputy
Chief of Police Chumpol Lohachala claimed that they were “unable™ to contain the right-wing mob cutside Thammasart, Why were police officers
who seem to have been so ineffectual in keeping the peace not removed from their posts afler the event?

The answer may li¢ in the fact that the police force which entered Thammasart University, appeared to behave as if it was an invading army,
bent on destroying the student movement. Once they had entered the university it seems lhat they acted as any victorious army does, kicking,
robbing and brutalising their vanquished foe.

The 6th October 1976 has had a profound influence on modern Thai society and politics. 1 shall consider 3 examples. Firstly, the resuiting
destruction of the student movement, the labour movement and the iegalised Left, became a green light for increasing the rate of exploitation. Profit
rates rose on the backs of workers and peasants. During the economic boom of the 1980s and early 1990s, living standards for most people 1ose,
but the vast majority of newly created wealth went straight to the ruling elite. Thailand came to rank 5th in the ignominious list of the world’s most
unequal countries and this inequality continues today. What is more, any attempt to suggest that such inequality can be redressed through proposals
for a welfare state and progressive taxation of the rich, is today met with derision. The 6th October established “as fact” that the poor will always
be poor and the rich will live in Juxury and rule over the rest of us.-For this rcason, those who believe in fighting for a just society should use the
present opporiunity to talk about the 6th October to raise fundamental questions about privilege in Thai society.

A second legacy from the 6th October defeat is that many of the victims have been persuaded into blaming themselves, As a result the lefi-wing
opposition censors itself, wary of calling for any significant change. This suits the elite very well. But did the students “go too far” back in 1976 ?
On the 6th Qctober the students were prolesting against the return of a former military dictator who was responsible for gunning down unarmed
demonstrators in the street threc years earlier. They were also protesting against the murders in Nakorn Patom of two Regional Electricity
Company workers while they were putting up posters supporting the student protests. Previous student protest had been concerned with issues like
the US military bases in Thailand and the rising price of petrol. I this really “going too far” ?!

For over 20 years the memory of the 6th October has created a climate of fear among anyone who wished to question the status-quo. {t is only
recently that university students have been able to study courses in Marxism and read Socialist books which were banned and burnt by the post- 6
th October government. Some might say that it was necessary to ban all discussion of Communism or Socialism in order to protect democracy. Yet
the student movement proved it was quite capable of maintaining democracy and socialism together. One of the reasons why.the Communist Party
of Thailand collapsed in the 1980s was because the stidents who went to join the C.P.T. in the jungle became disillusioned by the C.P.T.’s lack of

democracy.

A third legacy for modern Thai society resulting from 6th October is the present corrupt ¢lectoral system. Before 6th October various left-wing
and Socialist parties contested elections. They stood for policies which would benefit the poor. The electorate had a real choice. Afier 6th Qctober,
the electoral system became devoid of class politics. It has now become a monopoly for elite capitalist parties, all of whom have more or less the
same policies which only benefit the rich. In such circumstances election time is when citizens can choose between various Big-shots who will enter
parliament, promising to build a local road or two. The qualification for becoming a Big-shot is to have enough money to buy votes at election
time. In other countries, such as Britain, corrupt pork-barrel politics were the norm until a working class party emerged. Similarly in Thailand, until
working class or peasant parties are established, vote buying will continue as sure as the sun rises each morning. It makes little difference whether
we have an Election Commission under the new Constitution or not. In preparation for the next election, it is common knowledge that all the major
parties have started to buy votes.

The 6th October-was not just about what happened to a smail group of “extremists”. Three thousand students were arvested in Thammasart
while many escaped. Their friends, relatives and supporters watched the scenes of brutality on the TV screens in horror before they were blanked-
out by govemment censors. Shopkeepers and ordinary house-holders around the back entrance of Thammasart tried to hide students from the
police until the police threatened to open fire on them, The students werc not kicked-out by these people; they lefl so as not to bring trouble to their
hosts. .

It was not only thousands of Thais who were touched by the images of the events. The pictures were broadcast by television stations throughout
the world and carried on front pages of newspapers. Students and workers in other countrics showed solidarity for those arrested. At a meeting
about 6th October massacre held during the annual conference of the British Labour Party in 1977, a Kurdish student stood up in the andience and
declared his solidarity. He told us that, as a Kurd, he knew what it was like to be oppressed.

~"As long as those in power who ordered or condoned massacres like the 6th October 1976 or May 1992 continiu€ to hold official positions, enjoying
the fruits of their brutality, instead of being forced to account for their actions, what hope is there of building a true democracy? Until a public
apology is carried out by the Thai state for what occwrred in its name and the relatives of the 6th October victims, and the survivors of this painful
event, are properly compensated, there can be no justice in Thai society. Without this taking stock, those who perpetuate violent oppression will be
-couraged while those who wish to stand up and fight for a better society will be discouraged, .
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Bangkok Post Aug 25, 2000 - Samak withdraws bloody hands' lawsuit

Governor Samak Sundaravej yesterday withdrew a defamation suit
agatnst political lecturer Jai Ungphakorn for comments made during
the city election campaign, at the urging of the court.

http://www . bangkokpost.net/250800/250800_News03.ht

Mr Samak filed suit against Mr Jai on
April 21 for an article "Do we want a
Bangkok governor whose hands are
soaked with blood from the Oct 6 1976
incident?", published in Krungthep Turakij
newspaper, which was also named as a
defendant.

Mr Samak and Mr Jai appeared in the
Criminal Court yesterday before Judge
Kanchana Rithithis, who initiated the

City gift

Governor Samak Sundaravej presents
a hand-made dofl.to Miss Universe,
Lara Dutta of India, when she visited
City Hall yesterday. - Somchai

o Laopaisamtaksin
reconciliation.

The judge congratulated Mr Samak on his election and said as
governor he should not waste his time with the lawsuit and
concentrate in his work.

Mr Samak agreed without hesitation.

Mr Jai said he was indifferent to Mr Samak's action. He issued a
statement affirming he had sufficient information to raise the
guestion in the article.

"If Mr Samak thought I was wrong, he would not have withdrawn
the case. "All Bangkok and Thai people will have to draw their own
conclusions about the withdrawal," the statement said.

Mr Jai vowed to continue a campaign to clarify the Oct 6 1976
tragedy.

| tmducing'
_ the
| Bangkok Post's

20of3

8/29/002:21 A



