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TRUTH AND HISTORY

Thailand Hides a Bloody Past

Pursuing justice requires memory and commitment. Much
more needs to be done if Thais are fo face their past.-

By PETER ENG
Thailand has significantly strengthened fts

democracy since the May 1992 uprising against'

the government, but not, unfortunately, one of
its main pillars: justice, Pursuing justice
requires memory and commitment, Buf unlike

several other countries that also rebelled .

against dictators, Thailand still refuses to seri-
ously confront the atrocities of the past—even
though the release of a report on the uprising
has given some outsiders the impression that
this finally is changing.

The 1992 uprising toppled the country § pro- -

military government, but not before soldiers

shot dead at least 44 demonstrators and wound-

ed thousands. The successor government
ordered a probe, but appointed a top general
to lead it. For many months, the military and -
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai—who owes his

political fortunes to the uprising—hedged on .

demands for the release of the report. It
would never have been released but for a new
law that allows citizens to seek the disclosure
of state information. '

When first seen by the public on May 29
more than half the report, including the

names of key military officers invalved, was . .

blacked out. After the media and human
rights activists objectad, Mr. Chuan, who is

also defense minister, asked the ministry to -} '

reconsider. The second, less-censored ver-

sion released on June 21 did cite some bru- |

tality against demonstrators. But it basical-
ly echoed the military's long-held claims
that no one gave orders to-shoot, that sol-
diers exercised restraint and had no choice
but to fire warning shots when the demon-
strators grew violent, and that opposition
politicians instigated the violence. The inves-
tigators focused on why the military’s plan to
suppress the demonstrations failed, not what
happened to those who died and who was
responsible,

They cited neither civilian nor independent .

witnesses, such as the journalists and doctors
who have insisted soldiers aimed directly at
demonstrators and shot them in the backs as
they fled. The report tries to cloud the brutality
clearly shown in news photographs and video

footage shown worldwide at the time. It also -

shed no light on the fate of dozens of people still

reported missing. Agg'neved relatives called it.

a COVerip.

All this is stnkmgly similar to how the coun-

try's two previous mass nro-demoeracy upris-

ings were quashed and then covered up, On

Oct. 14, 1973, soldiers massacred . students

protestmg m111tary rule. The king 1ntervened.

events (official textbooks mostly celebrate the

. victories of the elite in building or protecting

the country, and present all Thais asa harmo-
nigus family)..

In 1994, the ministry approved the wrifing of
a textbook, that included information about the
1973 debacle, It was scheduled for publication

"Jast year but today remains mired in -contro-
versy.-A poet, not-a historian, was asked to' "

‘write it. A son-in-law of Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn, one of three dictators heading the

- government in 1973, was appomted toapanelto

review it. The draft turned in last year not only

had factual miistakes, but it avoided ‘naming -
. people involved in the bloodshed and blamed a
“third party” for if, according to Charnvit

Kasetsiri, a respected historian who is on the

ILLUSTRATION/ H HARHISON

review panel. Mr. Charnvit belisves an accu-
rate textbook will never be produced unless the

government relinquishes its monopoly on the -

writing of history.

Hardly anyone in Thailand talks about the
possibility of textbooks mentioning the events
of Oct. 6, 1976, when right-wing mohs raided
Thammasat University and ‘ma$sacred stu-

dents protesting Mr. Thanom's return from.

exile. This incident was much bloodier than the

- 1973 and 1992 clashes. Whereas a few leaders
could be blamed for those suppressions, every -

institution of the Thai ruling elite was invelved

"in the 1976 tragedy.
Burning questions remain after all three

events: Who ordered the killings? How many

. died? What happened to the missing? Were the
-students of-1976-martyrs for democracy or-were—--
they communist saboteurs who deserved their

fate? Without a public declaration of the truth,

and sent the three main dictators info exile
abroad, Younger Thais know little or nothing.of
the 1973 massacre, or of another that occurred
in 1976, because by law, the Ministry of Educa-
tion must approve ali history textbooks for pri-

mary and secondary schools, The result'is that

the textbooks either ignore or gloss over those

there can be g honorfor the dedd, no hiealing

“for their relatives, and no closure for mermbers

of that generation or Thailand as a nation. To
this day, no one has been tried and punished
for any of the atrocities; indeed 1o one has
even apolog'rzed ,

The result | i5a continuing culture of 1mpun1

R 7,

ty. Last January, for example, security forces
killed all 10 Burmese insurgents who seized &
hospital in Thailand, The hostages saw some of
the insurgents shot at close range after heing
disarmed.

Why won’t Thailand confront the past?
First, many of those involved in the three mas-
sderes remain in power today, holding either
state offices or wielding influence over those

who do. Current leaders who had nothing to do’

with the killings believe they need the support
of the guilty.to stay in power, Others simply
don't have the courage fo reopen the: past to
scrutiny.

For. most ordinary Thais. a complex of. att1-
tudes fend off the past: readiness to forgive and
forget, dislike of public confrontation, and a

submissivenéss to authority are cultural char- -

acteristics often mentioned by Thais them-
selves. But equally important is the fear that

reviving the past will bring ‘turmeil, The large- -

ly middle-class demonstrators- of 1992 are’

unwilling to rock the boat,
In general, Thai politics has focused pri-
marily .on. personalmes and ignored issues:
- Thai opposition groups are weak, unlike those

in the West, where more activists and ]OUI'- .

. nalists seek to force out the truth.

“I'm not sure if it is cultural or because of
.. the way the'ruling cliss tries to stay in power

by making history vague, confusing and bor-

ing, like @ good sleeping pill,” says Mr. Charn- .
. vit, the historian. “Thai people hayve been had.
You grow bp. with lots of mdoctrmatlon not .

" with education.”

return o prominence. Last year, Mr, Chuan
sought to bestow military honors on Field
Marshall Thanom, although Mr. Thanom
turned it down after protests by the media and

‘activists. Right-wing politician Samak Sundar-

avej won the July 23 election for the Bangkok

Tn this atmosphere, thé tainted leaders can’

governorship, and most people know Mr.,

Samak’s name from his many years-in high
government posts. Yet few seem to care that
academic Ji Ungpakorn charges he has “blood
on his hands" for his role in the 1976 massacre,
In other countries, candidates would seize every
issue to attack the, front-rimner. But all of Mr.
Samak's main rivals steered clear of talk about
his past, .

Thanks to a few determmed aptmsts not all
is gloomy.. In 1996, participant-survivors
marked the 20th anniversary. of the 1976 upris-
ing by speaking openly for the first time about
their experiences. Delayed for years by politi-
tims of 1973° and of 1976 massacres will be
unveiled this October. There is pressure for the

Telease-of-two other-investigative-reports about
_the 1992 uprising and its quelling. But in school,

community and government much more needs

to~be~done if-Thais are-to~see their past and —

finally escape, as one Thai newspaper put it,

" their “world of 1lfusmn »

P T

. Mr: Eng, a former correspondent for the Asso-.
" ciated Press, is:¢ freelance wrater based in
Bangkok
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Dead 'should be respected’
despite politics

FORMER student ieaders
yesterday called for the record to
be set straight about the October
8, 1976 massacre, saying those
who sacrificed their lives cught to
be remembered with respect
regardless of their socialist
ideology.

Thongchai Winichakul, now an
associate professor of history at
the University of Wisconsin, said
there were people, including
some involved in the movement,
who felt uneasy remembering
those who lost their lives as
leftists and socialists.

"“They may not wish to see [fallen
comrades] further ostracised from
society," he said.

"But we don't have any choice but
to honour the personal dignity of
those who have departed,” he
said.

Thongchai joined about 200
former student activists,
academics and relatives of the
martyrs o commemorate the 24th
anniversary of the massacre at
Thammasat University yesterday.

The group also witnessed the
inauguration ceremony of the
monument built in memory of the
event and people who were
treated with brutality and killed in
_ the massacre.
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About 5,000 students and people
from all walks of life
demonstrated at Thammasat on
that fateful day to protest the

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/nal.shtml

7/10/43
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_those with different.ideas.__

return of military dictator Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn,
who was forced to stay in exile
after his defeat to the people's
pro-democracy movement on
October 14, 1973.

Scores of students and citizens
were Killed while many others
were brutally assaulted and
arrested.

Thongchai insisted that many
students and people who railied
at Thammasat wanted to change
society at its roots to become
socialist.

Whether they were right or
wrong, he said, they should not
have been regarded as enemies
of the Thai citizenry. Nor should
they still be.

"We shouid not deny the past of
the Left in those days. [The state]
arrested them, killed them and
now we don't allow them to be
remembered the way they were.

"We should accept them instead
of softening them or making them
look more attractive. No matter
how or if they loved the nation,
religion and monarchy, we should
allow them to be remembered as
they were," he said.

Thai society has never
accommodated people who
believe in different ideologies
other than those held by the state
and the majority, Thongchai said.

On the contrary, the state has
adopted excessive and
destructive means of promoting
unity that have instead alienated

Page2 of 4

Moreover, it has used sheer force
to control citizens and keep them
compliant, living only within the
framework designed by the state.

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/nal.shtml

7/10/43



A v

‘The Nation - THAILAND

LSk

—The-Nation-- S

"In the name of the national
interest and the majority, the state
has abused the minority," he said.

"Democracy is not a licence for
the so-called majority to destroy
the minority. Otherwise, it would
turn into tyranny in the name of

unity.”

Thongchai cited the Pak Mool
dam case as one example.

Villagers living along the river did
not wish to have the dam
constructed on the river, he said.

However, the government and
Electricity Generating Authority of
Thailand (Egat) insisted the dam
was for the benefit of the country
and turned their back on the
people.

"Thai politics has not really gone
beyond the epoch of Sarit (Field
Marshal Sarit Thanaraft). This is
tyranny in the name of national
benefit,” he said.

The historian asserted that
differences in ideas and
ideologies are not only valuable
assets of society.

They may also become
alternatives for society, when
mainstream ways of thinking are
no longer relevant, by responding
to the needs of people in these
increasingly complex times.

BY NANTIYA TANWISUTIJIT
and

SUBHATRA BHUMIPRABHAS
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A lie

perpetuated in >

the name of =1
truth

The accusers include people who
were neither involved in the
traumatic events nor willing, 24 Weekly

IT news

years later, fo take the trouble to Horizons Travel
seek the truth NiteGw {Trink}

Real Time

Student Weskly

For24 years, the Bangkok Post has been accused
wrongly of inciting the bloodbath of 1976 by

publishing a picture of a mock hanging at cliek Here
Thammasat University which occurred two days Entertainment
before Oct 6. This year, the charge has been & Lifestyle
levelled again. What's on

Dining out
On countless occasions, the Bangkok Post has %ggfmg

o ,(lierponstratt_ed,ﬂlat,itplq}(ed,,novpalt,in,any_plot_to, vy

incite the violent crushing of the student movement. Music
The picture in question was a faithful reproduction Book Review

of the negative. There was no suggestion the subject Beauty
resembled a member of the Royal Family or that the Nuririfion
students had ill intentions towards the institution. e

http://www.bangkokpost.co.th/today/071000 News03.html

rage 1 ot 3
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The negative was confiscated by Special Branch
police on the day of publication, reportedly on the
orders of then prime minister Seni Pramoj, who had
been pressured to launch an inquiry. Had the
negative been changed, the consequences for this
newspaper would have been dire.

Dr Puey Ungpakorm, in his article in the book From
October 14 to October 6, published by the
Foundation for Social Science and Humanities
Textbooks Programme, wrote that the face of the
character in the picture run by Dao Siam resembled
a member of the Royal Family. Importantly, the
same pictures published in other dailies did not, he
claimed.

In spite of repeated clarifications, the Bangkok Post
continues to be implicated. The accusers include
people who were neither involved in the traumatic
events nor willing, 24 years later, to take the trouble
to seek the truth from the Bangkok Post.

The latest accusation comes from Ji Ungpakorn, a
lecturer at Chulalongkorn University, who had
carlier agreed to write for the Outlook section of the
Bangkok Post an account of the event to mark the
anniversary. Mr Ji's article included a few words
which required editing. Mr Ji refused to subject his
account-to editing and withdrew the article, saying
he would expose the Bangkok Post's role in Oct 6.
Leaflets carrying the rejected article were circulated
at Thammasat yesterday. The leaflet accused the
Bangkok Post and Dao Siam of contributing to the
bloodshed. Mr Ji made the same allegation in the
Nation, which neglected to seek our comment in a
clear and fundamental breach of journalistic ethics.
This newspaper views with dismay the
unprofessional conduct of an academic of Mr Ji's
standing in what is otherwise a noble crusade. To
threaten to repeat a proven falsehood in a fit of
pique brought on by a refusal to accept limited
editing is doubly unacceptable. Worse, the threat
was carried out. Had we bowed to Mr Ji's demand,
after all, we would have been spared the
manifestation of his pique.

The right to edit is fundamental to the operation of

Page 2 of 3
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any newspaper. Contributions written by staff
members and outsiders alike are subjected to
editing. It is also normal for outside contributors
unhappy with changes made to withdraw their
stories and take them to other publications without
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If our accusers, including Mr Ji, have unearthed Classified Ads
evidence that this newspaper's role in the infamy of Allied Printers
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Apology not enough, :
victims of massacre say B MAIL o rrizno
o MOST of the victims and relatives PRINT -3 poce
R of those who lost their lives in the
October 6, 1976 massacre at v COMMENTS

Thammasat University do not
want an apology from the
government, but would like the
wrongdoers identified so they can
be "punished" by society,
according to a recent inquiry into
the massacre.

Nation search

Sixty former student leaders and
relatives of the "Bloody October"
victims recently testified before
the Public Inquiry Committee on
Oct 6 1976.

The committee is chaired by

academic Chontira Satyawadhna,

who also took part in the student-

led movement. Chulalongkorn

University lecturer Ji Ungpakorn
__ Is its secretary.

The committee asked the victims
who testified what the
government should do to bring
about justice, Chontira said.

"We asked if they wanted the
government to say 'sorry’ and 80
per cent of them said 'no',"
Chontira said.

"They said they wanted more
than an apology, but | can't say
- [publicly] what they want." -

Scores of students and citizens

.who protested the return from
exile of former dictator Thanom
Kittikachorn were Killed at

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/hd2.shtm] 8/10/43
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Thammasat in the early morning
of October 6, 1976, while many
others were brutally assaulted by
police, military officers and angry
mobs of rightists.

Punishment by law is impossible
because the politicians and
government officials behind the
massacre issued an amnesty to
protect themseives, Chontira
said. "But legal means are not the
only tool avaitable,” she said,
suggesting that society can
employ other forms of
"punishment” to bring those with
biood on their hands to justice.

As an anthropologist, she was
interested in the way Thai people
responded to the event, she said.

"Thai society has always believed
in the rules of karma - that
wrongdoers wili be punished in
one way or another,” she said.

"Those masterminding the
violence should face [for one
thing] moral punishment by public
consent,” she said.

Information from the testimony
would be published, Chontira
said. The committee hoped it
would pave the way for future
research that revealed the truth
about the bloodbath, she said.

BY NANTIYA TANGWISUTIJIT
The Nation

LAST MODIFIED: Saturday; G7-
Oct-00 13:29:39 EDT
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All of us must come to
terms wi:trh October 6

IF the Bangkok Post has been
el unable in 24 years to clear public
doubts about its role in the
October 6, 1976 bloodbath, it
should not blame a respected
academic and a rival newspaper.

In its page-one commentary
yesterday and in its filing with the
Press Councit of Thailand, the
Bangkok Post accused The
Nation of congpiring with Ji
Ungpakorn, a Chulalongkorn
University lecturer, to discredit it.
It also accused this newspaper of
breaching journalistic ethics.

Nation search

The Nation strongly denies the
allegations and is ready to make
our case before the Press -
Council. We deplore the Bangkok
Post's attempt to discredit Ji as a
means to extricate itself from the
shame of the October 6
massacre. There has never been
an independent investigation into
the Bangkok Post's prominent
use of a picture of a mock
hanging at that time, but the fact
remains that it was used by
extreme rightist groups to incite
violence.

It was this point that Ji was trying
to make with his report on his
investigation into the October
incident - that the press |

_ . establishment was among the
decisive players.

Apart from his academic
qualifications, Ji has other

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/hd3.shtm]
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credentials that make him an
authoritative source of information
on the subject. Not least is that
his father, Dr Puey Ungpakorn,
was the top civilian leader at time.
Puey, the then rector of
Thammasat University, fought in
vain for peace and for the right of
the students and protesters to
voice their opposition to

* dictatorship and the rightist
groups. The consequences for
him were to be tragic.

It is preposterous to suggest that
peopie not directly involved in the
event should not have a view or
to say that the establishment of
the truth lies solely with the
Bangkok Post. The Nation
believes the search for the truth
by Ji and the public at large is an
ongoing process and that the

- . press can play an integral part in
that process.

The Nation also wants to make it
clear that we published Ji's two-
part article on the bloodbath in
good faith, not because it was
rejected by the Bangkok Post but
because of its own merits. As a
demonstration of this neutral and
independent judgement, we
asked Ji to omit references to the
Bangkok Post and the defunct
Dao Siam newspaper.

The report on the front page of
The Nation's Thursday edition
quoting Ji on the role of the press
in the October 6 event was
translated from a Thai News
Agency report. Ji's statement did
not implicate the Bangkok Post or
Dao Siam as being willing
partners in the rightist conspiracy
but sought to highlight how

. ..Information had been fabricated. ... ... .. ... _
We did not contact the Bangkok
Post because Ji did not accuse
the newspaper of being directly

- involved in the misinformation

~ campaign.

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/hd3.shtml 8/10/43
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The Bangkok Post's editorial
dispute with Ji and its subsequent
refusal to publish his essay after
commissioning him to write it
should not be used as an excuse
to sling mud at The Nation.

It has been difficult for all of us
and not just the Bangkok Post to
come to terms with the horror of
October 6, 1976.

History needs to be accurately
written if such wounds are to
heal. Sadly but truly, we have not
yet done so. That is why the
doubts continue. The political and
social environment at the time
coerced the press establishment
to censor itself in order to survive,
regardless of the truth. It was a
reflex which lasted until the
bloody events of May 1992, when
one newspaper published blank
news columns rather than reports
on what was to become the Thai
people's greatest victory.

The Nation
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Mychildhood: Cholthira
Satyawadhna

Better red than
misled

At the height of communist
persecution in the late '70s,
Cholthira Satyawadhna, a rising
star in the field of literary
criticism, stunned the academic
world by joining the underground
Commounist Party of Thailand in
the jungles.

¢ Seven years later, Cholthira returned to the city, down
with malaria and three months pregnant. After six
months in jail along with other political prisoners,
Cholthira's defiant wish to raise her baby behind bars
prompted highly-publicised campaigns to have both
mother and child released shortly after the baby was
born.

¢ Graduating in 1991 with a doctorate degree in
anthropology from Australia's National University, Dr
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~Cholthira continues her crusade for the rights of -
indigenous peoples nationwide. Her research on the
Muslims of Ban Krua, for example, has been a boost
for this ethnic group's decade-long protest against the
plan to build an expressway link across their

communnity,

http://www.bangkokpost.co.th/today/081000 QOutlook04.htm!
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» A prolific researcher and lecturer at Rangsit University,
Dr Cholthira's days are now shufffed between chairing
the Thai Studies Programme (International) as well as
the institute's first Lecturers and Staff Committee,
sitting on the board of directors of the Dulwich
International College in Phuket, and most recently,
heading the Committee for the Collection of Evidence

and Witnesses of the '6 October 1976' History.

Interview By Vasana Chinvarakorn

"That day I walked out of Lua village, until then
the stronghold of the Communist Party of Thailand

(CPT), remains the most memorable moment of my
life.

" The government infantry was
descending on us; the air was
crowded with heavy bombing. We

» had to pull out, fearing any delay

. & might put the lives of those ethnic

% people we lived with in great peril.

- % “Tears flushed down everyone's

y faces, including mine. I had spent
day and night with these people,
eating from the same plates,
teaching their children, working
alongside them in the fields.

They were crying as they asked me
'Karwon-that's the name I adopted
as a CPT comrade-why are you
deserting us?' I made a vow that as
long as I still breathed, 1 would try every possible
way to go back to see them again. "Back then our
greeting custom was to give each other a
handshake.

As our hands touched for the last time, I thought
what a great contrast there was between the soft,
limp flesh of intellectual elites like us and the
rough, sturdy skin of those villagers. That memory
continues to remind me of the hard lives of the
people out there, how all the comforts we are
enjoying now come at their expense.

"I don't know what was in my upbringing that made
me turn out this way. Could it have been a germ of

-'insanity"deep inside myself? I was born-into-a-————

middle class family. My parents ran 2 hat-making
factory. During the military regime of Field
Marshall Por (Plack Pibulsongkram), there was
state propaganda that promoted hat-wearing as a
sign of modernity.

http://www.bangkokpost.co.th/today/081000_Outlook04.html
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Our business was flourishing then; we hired over a Subscriptions
hundred workers. “Suddenly, the favourable Internet
political atmosphere came to an end. So did my Advertising
parents' factory. Their subsequent venture, forming Classified Ads

a partnership with the Central Group to set up a Allied Frinters

garment factory, eventually experienced a similar
fate-this time it was a takeover by the big
capitalists. Perhaps my personal experiences

- witnessing the rise and fall of businesses as a result
of fluctuations in the political and economic
spheres make me understand Marxist analyses
without much difficulty.

"With a relatively affluent background, I had the
privilege of enjoying a good education, unlike the
majority of my generation. For example, I was sent
to a kindergarten and later to a convent-something
quite rare at the time. And yet, in my free time, my
parents would put me to work at the factory, to
teach me to appreciate how every baht was earned
through hard sweat.

"When my family's business flopped the second
time, my-elder sister had to drop out of school to
supportthe rest of the family. I myself had to teach
part-tinie while continuing my graduate studies at
Chulalongkorn University.

¥

)
Later, I jwas admitted to the teaching staff at Chula.
Somebady told me I was the first lecturer to wear
sarong tG the campus. At the time, the public was
embroiled in a patriotic mood against Japanese
goods. But another reason I did that was simply
because I never cared for any social norms.
Unfortunately, all the pictures of that period were
destroyed as I had to flee from one place to another.
"The first time I learned about the hard lives of
rural people was when, as a freshie, I joined
camping trips upcountry.

I was exposed to the outside world, to have a better
glimpse of how villagers struggled to earn a living
from one day to the next. Some poems, though,
evidently brooding in romanticism, also talked
about the poor, the suffering of the peasants.

"Curiously, for all the six years I studied at Chula,

Page 3 of 6

nobody ever mentioned the name of (radical
thinker) Jit Phumisak, even though he was one of
the faculty's alumni. The atmosphere of academic
freedom was pretty bleak. It was a real labour when
later I worked with some of my students to piece

http://www.bangkokpost.co.th/today/081000_Outlook04.html
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"But until the October 14, 1973 demonstration, I
had been little aware of this tacit alienation nor had
I been exposed to Marxist thinking. I joined the
mass movement on that historic day as an observer,
although I did feel deeply involved. From then on, I
studied Jit's works and others in the 'art for life, art
for the people’ school. All of a sudden those so-
called progressive books came out in floods, and I
had a great time meeting and sharing ideas with
several leading literary critics.

"These radical works became influential, especially
those produced by the Alliance of Artists of
Thailand. Only recently, as I chaired the testimonies
by eyewitnesses of the October 6th massacre, did I
learn about the sacrifices made by members of the
Alliance. As security guards, they were at the
forefront when the carnage took place. Many were
sprayed by bullets; others were slashed in the face. I
doubt, however, that the victims of violence were
merely incidental. Earlier, the Alliance had been
prominent in the demand that the American military
bases leave the country. "My second phase of
‘education’ was disturbing in the beginning.

I'was mvited to discussions where I learned from
other progressive-minded panellists. Many around
me were raising the banner to burn all the
'feudalistic' literature. Years later, a guy I worked
with on an ancient manuscript project said he
remembers me crying on the stage as [ tried to
defend the old works. I had to go through a difficult
period of reviewing all I used to cherish dearly.

1t was doubly hard as I was the one who taught
those subjects! Finally I came to the bitter
conclusion that much of the canon prescribed in
schools and universities, though of high artistic
value, was mostly geared to dull the people's sense
of consciousness. "Gradually, I was drawn into the
inner circle of the leftists. I felt honoured to be
accepted by these people. When my book,
Literature of the Masses, was axed by the

- conservatives, Nai Phee came to my defence in one
of his essays. His show of moral support inspired
me to think that perhaps there might be a ‘treasure’

.. inside the jungles out there

Page 4 of 6
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"Then the right-wing movements started to gain
force. One by one, the leftist leaders-farmers,
workers, students-were murdered. A senior police
officer paid regular visits to my office at Chula. In
one of my classes, somebody suddenly shouted a
threat at me. Once, I was walking home alone when
a group of teenagers followed me, singing a
propagandistic song in a bid to harass me. As 1 tried
to run away from them, one pulled at my hair trying
to jerk me back. Fortunately, I fled from them in
time.

"But instead of scaring me off, all the suppression
propelled me to move faster 'intellectually'. A few
days leading to October 6, I had been staying up late
at Thammasat, joining a protest against the return of
(ex-prime minister) Thanom. On the night of the
5th, one of the student guards came to tell me to go
home, expressing his worries at the eerie
atmosphere.

As I walked across Sanam Luang, I saw a few
village $touts and Red Gaurs members hanging
around the public ground. A hunch told me there
was deﬁmtely something wrong. "The following
morning I went to work at Chula, and learned of the
massacre on television. It's hard to describe what
kinds of emotion-grief, remorse, anger-rushed
through-me at that moment. One thing I knew was
everything was past redemption. "I continued my
daily routines at Chula. But the liberal atmosphere
was completely gone.

No more teaching about Jit nor Nai Phee. Every
lecture topic had to be scrutinised. Although
nobody expressed it, I sensed a number of senior
staff must have been rattled by my presence. All in
all, I feel I was luckier than my colleagues at
Thammasat, many of whom suffered from
persecution by right-wing scholars in the same
departments. "As each of my students took turns to
bid me farewell, on their way to the CPT, my heart
ached.

I couldn't help asking them to take me along.
Finally, T decided to join their ranks, At the time, I
was offered a prestigious Harvard-Yenching

Page 5 of 6

~ scholarship, but I turned it down. My decision was
not a rash one, nor did it come out of fear or a
search for revenge. I strongly felt that revolution
was the only way for Thai society. Another motive
was an academic one, as I had for a long time been
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fascinated by an ethnic group called the Lua, so I
requested to be posted at their village. "T took off
with a close friend from Chula. The last person I
saw was my grandmother. But I only told her I was
going upcountry. Then I wrote a note telling my
father of the decision.

"I ended up staying with the CPT probably longer
than anybody else. In fact, if I didn't come down
with malaria, I might not have left them. I was most
impressed by the discipline and courtesy of the red
troopers. Despite their minimal education, many
could perform difficult work. I myself had three
major operations done by these barefoot doctors.
Another plus was to have an opportunity to know
the leaders of the CPT, who excelled in both
Marxist theory and yet were full of humility.

"Two decades on, I don't think I have veered from
my ideological stance. As a child, I studied the
essence of both Buddhism and Catholicism, and I
feel the Marxist way of thinking shares a lot in
common with them. Fundamentally, I see myseif as
a bridge between the old and the upcoming
generation. "The current project to collect evidence
on the October 6th affair is, for me, an effort to both
heal the wounds of the past and to reveal what

. actually took place, and not what the state wants to
have us believe."
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Hation search

Recailing a massacre

TWENTY-FOUR years ago
today, Jaran Distha-apichai and
Amorn Amornratananont were
two of the roughly 5,000 students
and people from all walks of life
who gathered at Thammasat
University to fight for the survival
of Thailand's fragile democracy.

They had gathered to protest the

return of former military ruler Field |

Marshal Thanom Kittikachomn,
who had been forced into exile
three years earlier during the
October 1973 democratic

- movement. To diminish chance of

arrest or political action taken
against him, Thanom returned to
Thailand as a novice monk.

Last month, Jaran, now a lecturer
at Rangsit University, provided
testimony before the Commitiee
on Clarifying the History of 6
October. 1976 on his experiences
during the protest that would end
in tragedy. He hopes that with the
help of the committee, he and
others can help set the record
straight on the events 24 years
ago, when the peaceful nature of
the October § demonstration was
shattered the following morning
by right-wing forces within the
army massacring many
demonstrators.

An official government report
states that 46 people died in the
event and that 3,154 protesters

__werearrested.

But Jaran and Amorn, eye-
witnesses fo the events, said the
true number of those killed is far
greater.

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/5fe01.shtm]
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"Around 5am on Qctober 6, | was
standing in a comer of the football
field in front of the Law Faculty
building when the first set of
bullets hit the protesters,” Jaran
said.

Immediately diving to the ground,
he first noticed the smeli of blood
that would be so prevalent
throughout the day. "Many people
in front of Thammasat's main
auditorium, were shot," he
recalied.

After half an hour of what he
describes as random shooting,
Jaran saw two white buses .
smash through the university's
main entrance across the street
from Sanam Luang. Not wanting
to stay and find out who was
arriving, Jaran quickly got up and
ran across the field to the
Administration Faculty building,
where he found shelter behind a
counter on the first floor, seconds
before soldiers arrived. '

The invading government soldiers
were members of three major
right-wing groups established and
supported by the government
agencies and military; Look Sue
Chao Baan (Village Scouts)
Krating Daeng (Red Gaur), and
Nawapol.

"They sang 'Nak Paen

Din' (Burden to the Motherland)
and shouted that they wanted to
kifl us," Jaran recalled.

The soldiers drove many people
hiding in the building out onto the
footbali field, but failed to spot
Jaran.

"| stayed there many hours until |
didn't hear the sounds of
shooting. Then | moved to hide
under a staircase in that building,”
he revealed.

http//www.nationmultimedia.com/new/5fe01.shinl* * %% ** "9 *ug, 9/10/43
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Jaran said he became the last
person arrested at Thammasat
when border police found him at
noon on October 7 hiding under
the stairs, where he had spent
the last day and a half.

At another corner of the footbali
field on the fateful morning of
Cctober 6, Amorn was making
the tortuous decision to leave a
female student who he knew was
dying. But he didn't want to share
her fate. "Everyone had to run
away from the bullets,” he said.

" will never forget that girl
siumped on the ground before
me. | saw her student's uniform
full of blood."

Amorn, then 17, was the
secretary-general of the School
Students Centre of Thailand
(SSCT). At the demonstration,
the SSCT had been responsibie
for providing and distributing food
for the demonstrators.

To escape from the soldiers,
Amorn and many other students
jumped into the Chao Phraya
River. But afraid they would not
survive the long and treacherous
swim to the Thonburi side, most
returned to land, where they were
promptly arrested and forced to
lie prone on Tha-Prachan Road.

Jaran, hiding under the stairs,
and Amorn, lying on Tha-Prachan
Road, were unable to see one of
the cruellest scenes to take place
that day. Members of the Krating
Daeng Group had tied a loincloth
around the neck of Jaruphong
Thongsing, and dragged his body
- o ————glong-the-field-before the-eyes of
police and television cameras.

The young victim was a second-
year student of Thammasat
University's Faculty of Political

http://www.nationmuitimedia.com/new/5fe01.shtml 9/10/43
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Science.

Not long after, Wichitchai
Amornkul, a second-year student
from Chulalongkorn, was beaten
and hanged by a Tamarind tree at
Sanam Luang as thousands
looked on. (See related story on
today's dedication of a memorial
to Wichitchai).

"Students ran out of the university
because they hoped that the
police would protect them from
the bloodthirsty crowd. They
didn't think that they would
become victims," said Amorn.

The students were punished for
being 'communists’ and kaew
(Vietcong) in the minds of the
largely right-wing crowd on
Sanam Luang.

The return of Thanom on the
September 19, 1976 immediately
created atmosphere of tension
around the country. Posters
condemning the tyrant were
distributed all over the country.
And on the night of September
24, violence portending the
October massacre took place
when two electricians from the
Provincial Electricity Authority in
Nakhon Prathom were tortured
and hanged for distributing such
posters.

The following day, the National
Student Centre of Thailand
(NSCT) organised a protest,
demanding the government to
investigate the murders, as well
as ask Thanom to leave the
country again.

Instead of leaving Thailand,

Thanom showed his
determination to stay, and was

ordained as a monk and invited to

stay at Wat Boworniwet, not far

from Sanam Luang.

_ http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/5fe01.shtml 9/10/43
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The former ruler's continuing
presence in the country ied the.
NSCT to hold a major protest on
October 4 at Sanam Luang,
which was attended by 30,000
people from all walks of life. That
night, the NSCT decided to shift
the demonstration to
Thammasat's football field, where
as part of the protests, they put
on a play focusing on the murder
of the electricians.

In the play, organised by the .
Student Drama Club of
Thammasat University, two
student actors were ‘hanged’ on a
tree to satire the murder. No one
then expected that the satirical
drama would trigger the
massacre that would take place a
day and a half later.

The next morning the Thai daily
Dao Siam and the Bangkok Post
published pictures of the actors.
Many angered readers believed
that in using one actor who
resembled the Crown Prince, the
organisers of the piay had
committed lese majeste.

The inflamed feelings were
exacerbated in the afternoon,
when the photos were published
in leaflets that were distributed all
over Bangkok. Some analysts
say that the photos printed in the
leaflets were doctored to make
the resemblance even greater.

"Yaan Kroh [the military-run radio
station] implored Thais to join a
counter-demonstration,” Jaran
Distha-apichai recalled. "Yaan
Kroh's announcer toid listeners
that demonstrators in Thammasat

. were communists whowantedto

demolish the monarchy."
Coming at a time of instability in

Southeast Asia, the charge hit a
raw nerve in many Thais. It had

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/5fe01.shtml 9/10/43
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been only little over a year since
victorious communists had
deposed the King of Laos,
Sisavang Vatthana, and had
otherwise taken over in Vietnam
and Cambodia.

Jaran was one of those accused
of being a communist after the
police located him. "They found
me by foliowing my footprints," he
said.

Jaran was dismayed but not
surprised to find that the
university was now occupied by
the border police and the armed
forces.

"I was tied with wire and had two
machine-guns pointed at me,"
Jaran revealed.

"They called me Ai Kagw while
beating me. "One of them rudely

.informed me that {Thammasat
University dean] Ajaan Puay had
been shot in the head and later
died at Don Muang Airport.”

At the Office of the First Army,
high-ranking officials told Jaran
that he should be co-operative
and obey them, as otherwise
there would be more bloodshed.

"The history of October 8, 1976
has been distorted for 24 years,"
said Jaran. "I's time that our
children learn the truth for
posterity."

BY SUBHATRA
BHUMIPRABHAS

The Nation

LAST MODIFIED: Wednesday, 04-
e - OCE=00.10:57:43 EDT-
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A hazy piCture for the next

generation
T ’ _ 7 G MAIL vo a rroenp
A MONUMENT to martyred
student Wichitchai Amornkul is
- being dedicated today at the - PRINT -nisroce

Chulalongkorn University's
. Faculty of Political Science,
where he studied in 1978, o COMMENTS

Many present students at the
faculty may have no idea about
who he was, but those who
Nation search witnessed the massacre of
‘Bo| October 6, 1976 cannot forget the
~ picture of the young man who
was hanged on a tamarind tree at
Sanam Luang.

"I saw this scene on video. | saw
militants killing lots of people,”
said Patinya Amornratananont, a

_ 18-year-old student of the
university.

"My father told me that these

. people gathered to-fight against
the dictators at that time," he
said.

Patinya's father was a student
leader. Perhaps not surprisingly,
the story that Patinya learned
from his father is quite different
that which his friends at the
Faculty of Engineering tell him.

"They urged me to believe that
the government at that time had
to do act as they did because
those people were communists,"
said Patinya. -

Even though their parents were
involved in the student movement
of 1976, Satdha and Santdhai
Hunpayon learnt nothing about
the massacre from them.

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/5fe02 shtml 9/10/43
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"As | understand it, what took
place on October 6 was a
massacre by armed people
against unarmed people,”
explained Satdha, 22, a law
student at Thammasat University.

"But my father and mother never
told me about the event," he said.

Santdhai, Satdha's younger
brother who is a law student at
Chulalongkorn University, added
that he had heard from the
military teacher of his defence
territory course that Thammasat
University at that time was
effectively a branch of the
Communist Party of Thailand
{CPT).

"l heard from Ruamsak
Chaikomol that there were lots of
red flags and pictures of
-communist ieaders in Thammasat
University," said Santdhai.

"But my mum explained to me

that the university had only
organised an exhibition about the
People's Republic of China." '

Patinya worries that too many of
his peers lack a sufficient
understanding of the tragedy. Or
that they have never heard of it.
He wonders which is worse.

"l would like to see many people
at the commemoration of this
historic day. The government
should place greater emphasis on
this important day," said Patinya.

"I personally refer to the events of
October 6 as Wan Kaa Phirab

..—.—Khao [Day.that the white doves .
were kifled]."

The Nation

| Chulatongkorn University's
Faculty of Political Science is

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/5fe02.shtml 9/10/43
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holding an opening ceremony for
the Wichitchai Amornkul
Monument at the Faculty's
Building 1 today from 12.30 to
2pm.

Relatives, friends of Wichitchai
and members of the general
public are welcome to attend. For
further information, cali 01-813-
4792

b - - e e e e e e e e

Chronology of events of
September - October 1976

September 19 Field Marshal
Thanom, newly ordained as a
novice monk in Singapore,
returns to Thailand and stays in
Wat Boworniwet.

September 1922 Various groups
protest against the return of
Thanom.

September 23 Prime Minister MR
Seni Pramoj resigns, saying that
he is unable to control the
escalating protests.

September 24 MR Seni Pramoj
secures the support of four
politicai parties and forms a new
government.

Two electricians of the Provinciat
Electricity Authority in Nakhon
Prathom are tortured and hanged
for distributing posters criticising
Thanom. '

September 2526 The NSCT
organises a protest in
Chulalongkorn University,
demanding the government to
_ask Thanom to leave the country,
and to investigate the murder of
the two electricians.

September 29 The NSCT
organises a protest at Sanam
Luang. 20,000 people attend.

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/new/5fe02.shtm! 9/10/43
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October 1 University students
refuse to take their examinations
in protest against Thanom's
return to Thailand.

October 3 Relatives of the
heroes of the October 14,1973
hungerstrike start a protest
against Thanom.

October 4 The NSCT organises
a demonstration at Sanam Luang,
which later shifts to Thammasat
University.

At Thammasat, the Student
Drama Club puts on a satirical
performance about the murder of
the two electricians in Nakhon
Prathom province.

October 5 Two newspapers
publish pictures of the two actors
'hanged' in the play.

In leaflets published and
distributed throughout Bangkok,
the play's organisers are accused
of intentionally using an actor
resembling the Crown Prince.

Military Radio implores people to
join in counterprotests against the
‘communists' in Thammasat
University.

October 6 Dozens of students
and other protestors are
massacred at Thammasat
University and Sanam Luang.
More than 3,000 protestors are
detained.

LAST MODIFIED: Wednesday, 04-
Oct-00 10:57:49 EDT
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Battles still raging about

1976 inCident [l MAIL vo arreEnD
ASSISSANT Professor Ji PRINT -5 riae
Ungpakorn's integrity was

yesterday defended by the o COMMENTS

chairperson of the Public inquiry
Committee on the October 86,
1976 Incident.

Rangsit University's Professor

Chontira Satyawadhna came to

Ji's defence while around him
Nation search debate raged.

R

The Bangkok Post has accused
Ji and The Nation of leading a
smear campaign against the Post
and its alleged role leading to the
bloody murder of students on
October 6, 1976.

The Bangkok Post on Friday filed
a complaint with the Press
Council of Thailand requesting an
investigation of an alleged breach
of journalistic codes by The
Nation.

Bangkok Post editor Pichai
Chuensuksawadi stated in the
complaint to the press council:
"The news report of The Nation is
considered a violation of
journalistic ethics and morality.

"It exploited an opportunity to
destroy its rival the Bangkok Post
newspaper by collaborating with

- —— -~ ——MrJi;who harboured-displeasure

from the fact that the editor of the
Bangkok Post requested minor
language adjustments to make
his article suitable for publication.”

, ﬁttp:/lwww.naﬁonmulthnedia.com/new/hd4.shtml 9/10/43
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Chontira said Ji, who has been
researching the incident for the
past month, had carried out his
work with responsibility in the
search for the truth behind the
incident.

Ji was not available for comment
yesterday, as he was flying to
England.

Scores of students were lynched,
shot and burned to death around
Thammasat University and
Sanam Luang 24 years ago.

"He collected all the details of the
event, in every building in
Thammsat University [and
regarding] all times - from the
moment M79 grenade-launchers
were fired and machine-guns
heard,” Chontira said.

"l am impressed with Ji's work,"
she said.

"His method is scientific, because
he takes accounts from primary
sources.

"His presentation of the events is
thus very reliable and accurate. It
will lead to the unlocking of many
of the mysteries that are still
burning in our hearts," Chontira
said.

The Bangkok Post yesterday
stated in a front-page comment
article that it doubted Ji's
qualifications, because he was
not involved with the traumatic
event.

However, historian Charnvit -
Kasetsiri, also a former rector of
- -~ “Thammasat University, said that -~
at times people who are not
directly involved with the incident
write an even better historical
account.

] l:lﬁpi// www.nationmultimedia.com/new/hd4.shtml 9/10/43
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Social critic Sulak Sivaraksa
added that history should be open
to everyone o debate, otherwise
there would be no point studying
it.

Chontira said that to some extent
the CIA must have been involived
in the incident, because students
were demanding the withdrawal
of US forces from Thailand and
opposing American imperialism.

"If my memory serves me right,
the Bangkok Post ran the photo
before Dao Siam [newspaper].

"The question is, where did it all
start?

"At that time it was known that
the stance of the Bangkok Post
was not close to the people.

"However, the Bangkok Post of
today has gradually become so
much more clear that it is different
from the newspaper of 24 years
ago, especially in its front-page
news and Qutlook section, which
is sympathetic to the sufferings of
the Tivai people.”

Charnvit said that the fact that the
photo which appeared in the
Bangkok Post depicted someone
being hanged who bore a
resemblance fo the Crown Prince
"was a coincidence".

Sulak said it was unfortunate that
' the person who wrote yesterday's
‘ front-page comment piece had
not been around 24 years ago to
run the newspaper. '

"The role of the Bangkok Post
was_closely linksd to_the ruling

elite," he said.
Sulak noted that the Bangkok

Rost i wot heen-olkmed . down at
that time, while liberal

" éii\ga;//w;ii;dionmultimedia.com/new/hd4.shtrnl 9/10/43
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newspapers had been.

He did, however, add that the
newspaper had much improved

since.

BY PRAVIT ROJANAPHRUK

The Nation
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