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Y outh still brave’

Published on 0ot 7, 2603

Thai youth =till constitute a "brave bree” in society but current
social developments have not led them in the right direction, a
student leader atthe time ofthe October 6, 1876 massacre said

yesterday.

"Theyaren't egoistic and readyto sacrijce themsehes for
others,"said Orissa Ai-Rawanwat, who led hundreds of students
fom technical schools to guand the demonstrators at Thammasat
University on that fataful day.

Oriss3 was delivering the keynote address on the topic o f“"Youth
and olence in Thai Sodety”, commemarating the 27th
anniversary ofthe massacre at Thammasat University.

Aderthree years ofull democracy Hllowing the October 14, 1973
uprising, a right-wing mob and peolice officers attacked students at
Thammasat University.onthe moming of Dotober 6, 1976,
leading to more than 40 deaths and 3,000 amests,

The incident, which saw the lynching and buming o fstudents who
were accused ofbeing communists and anti- monarchists,

remains one ofthe_dardtest and mnst sensitive in madem Thai
history.

Orissa himselfwas seriouslyinjured during the crackdown when
a police office put a gun to his mouth and fired. He was among 18
studentJeaders who were jailed for two vears.

Orissa said he didn't-agres with those who talked about the
frmidable strength o fthe youth in the past while discounting the
yeuth oftodayas being destructive and negative.

“t's unfair to blame today's youth for heing violant be cause they
inherited these wolent ways from sodety. In fact, it'sthose
propelling the courdry who are creating violence, directly or
indirectly, "he said.

The formner student Je ader said that Thai society, which has
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become very consumerist, was dangerous to the young.

He added there was conflict and confusion in the minds ofthe
wung between wluntary work and hed enistic fin, between pop
cufture andtreasured literature, and between sex and religion.

The Ogtober & Martys’ Relatives Fund was also launched
westerday to provide inancizl and other support to the relatives of
-tho e killed 27 years ago, as well to contributa to the bodyof
knowle dge and history o fthe incident. Thase interested in
gupporting the ©undation can call (39) 776 8344 for details.

Subhatra Bhumiprabhas, Pravit Rojanaphruk

The Nation

-

& Nainn MuHmedia Group
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TODAY'S NEWS
Daily Fruouc shory Mot oy
Business
Your honey STUDENT UPRISING §
Sports R .
Sport Bdra Survivors, relatives demand to he told truth of the massacre
Coaching Points
[L(Catabase) Commemoration draws small erewd
Auto Industny
Sundav Perspe gtive
ENTERTA INMENT Penchan Charoensuthipan
Holidas ondine The public’s fack of interest in commemorating the Odt §, 1978 massacre was evident
TRIUCEVS OMINE. westerday, when onlyabout 100 people attended a ceremony at Thammasat University.
Horizons Travel
U_Eu‘tl FZ'I::'F The small crowd called for the revealing of thetruth aboutthe events of 27 years ago.
Bestaurant Revisws Activities included Hod o fedings to 28 monks, wreath laying , speeches honouring those
Bestaurant Search : :
who died and performance s by artists,
BA NGHKOKPOST.COM
Exclusive Survivors of the uprising and relatives ofthe dead attended, and so did Mgj-Gean
BP - Dire ctory Chamlong $rimuang, fermer leader ofthe defunct Palang Dharma party, and Sutham
Breakfast in Banglok Saeng prathum, former university affairs minister.
Chi Miai Bth
Mh Human rights commissioner Charan Distha-apichai said the Oct 6, 1976 ewents were still
Poet's Post not taught at school, always distorte d and mo sthy fergotten by society,
Thai Art Ameonument seemed appropriate butthe stata and secietywers handly intarested, Mr
Thailand & Beyopg =~ Charan said.
‘- . L) - I
Thai-lanquage news Amaro Chaiga-and, whose youngerb rother _ a student activist at the time _ was killed
SEARCH shortly before the bloodbath, said the state had abused the media then in claiming and
Recent Editions getting societyto b eliave that student activists were a danger to society, and many
Complete Acchives people had believed it.
: Wr Amaro said his brother Oraret, who was vice-president ofthe Mahidal University '
SISTER student organisatien in 1976, had bean amon g key activists opposing the dictatorship. el

FUBLICATIONS ) o
Hz said Oraret had been gunned down in & rural developme nt camp in Nakhon Pt

http:ffwaan bangkokpost. comfNews/070 ¢t2003_news08. html 1016/03
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Ratchasima just before Oct 6, and that his death waslinked to the massacra.

M- Amaro said powerdul people had, atter losing pewerin the Oct 14, 1973 uprising, tried  JSDoUr Forum
to undermine people’s movements and prepaned for the retum of Fiald Marshal Thanom

Kittikachom. Castwour vte!

Field Marshal Thanom's retumn to Thailand on Sept 22, 1976, had prompted another
SPECIALS demenstration to protect national demecracy. k was this demen stration which friggered

57 Prominent the cruel crackd own on protesting students and-people an Ot 6, 1976, he said.

.?%m% Ki Kanya Panyacharirak, head ofan October 6 foundation, said relatives ofmost victims
Inbute to the King kille d did not want compensation.

I memon¢of Prince

%h_ll_dﬂ. hstead, they wanted to know the truth about the events, to restore the honour ofthe
B loples deceased.
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SUPPRESSION OF DEMOCRACY

Govt ‘must apologlse for crimes’

Activities to remind
public of violent past

Supoj Wancharoen

committee compiling evidence on -

the Oct 6, 1976 student massacre
has urged the government to apologise
for past suppression of democracy-loving
students and people.

It also called for the establishment of
a mational-level committee to closely
follow up information on those killed or
missing in the three major events — the
Qct 14, 1973 student uprising, the Oct G,
1976 massacre and the May 1992 military
crackdown on pro- democracy demon-
strators.

Chonthira Satt'lyawattana chairperson
of the committee and an anthropologist
at Rangsit University, said the aim was
to guarantee there would not be a recur-
rence of state suppression by force, “An
official apology is needed because those
incidents were crimes by the state, result-
ing in mental and physical wounds to at
least 100,000 people,” Ms Chonthira
said.

“A  mnational-level committee is
required to follow up government actions
regarding the deaths apd disappearance
of people as well as compensation for
those arrested, detained and wounded
in the incidents,” she said,

The committee will also pursue the
building of memorials, including a library
and museum, to remind later generations
of what happened at the time, Ms
Chonthira said.

Ji Ungphakorn, a lecturer at Chula-
longkorn University, said an apology
would be a state acknowledgement of
the violent suppression and would also
be animportant human rights landmark
for Thailand.

Somsak Kosaisuk, secretary-general
of the labour coordination centre, said
given that this government emphasised
reform, it should also work to reform
democratic awareness and spirit.

The call for an apology by the state
was made at Thammasat University dur-
ing a ceremony yesterday to mark the
struggle for democracy.

Activities will continue until Oct 14.

Deputy prime ministers Chaturen-:.;

Chaisaeng and Prommin Lertsuriyadej,

and former- university affairg :nyinister«~

Pirasak Chinwimolkul, who lost a leg in the student uprising on Oct 14, 1973,
stands in front of a stone monument to the bloody Oct 6, 1976 right-wing
suppression of the student movement, at Kok Wua intersection, Ratchndamnoen
avenue. The annual memorial activities for the two fragic evenis began
yesterdey. — APICHIT [INAKUL

Sutham Saengprathum — who were
student activists in the Oct 6, 1976 events
~— also attended the ceremony.

. ,RéngSIt University’s Social Research Insti-
tq;e,,"sa;q_ the 1mportanc\g;

sWithayakorn Chiangkool, director of -
' youth obsessed with consumerism-while-

stherOetober o
FA o N

events had faded because the country's
leaders were concentrating more orn
mdusmal development.

. Distortion of the facts had left ‘today’s.

'ng ldeology; MrWithayakorn said:
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OCTOBER 14 ANNIVERSARY:
After 30 years, the "outlook
still bleak”

Publizhed on Sep 13, 2003
Spitit of uprising at risk frorn curvent trends: activists

Thirty years after the October 14 student uprising, the outlook For
demacracy and hurnan rights in Thailand remains bleak, advacates
told a seminar vesterday,

1fith Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra atternpting to extend his
power thraughout political circles, the bureaucracy and the
economy, a new empire might be in the making, human-rights
activists said,

"T am afraid our society might be retumning to the political era
bafora the October 14 student uprising of 1973," said activist
Boontan Tansuthepvirawong of the Peace and Human Rights
Resources Centre,

"The spirit of October 14 could be hijacked," added histerian
Charmvit Kasetsiti, another speaker at the seminar, which
discussed the developrent of human rights and democracy after
1973,

Citing 15 major cases of human-rights wiclations, including the Pak
Mool Dam protests and the Klong Ban wastewater-treatment
project, Boontan said that at lzast 10 human-rights activists had
been killed during Thaksin's two years in office,

James Kline of the Asia Foundation expreszed concem aver the
potential physical threat to hurnan-rights activists by provincial
politicians, to which the governrment tums a blind eye, However,
unlike Baoontan, Kline said that cornpared with tha political situation
in Thjiland three decades ago, "hurnan rights have never been
better”,
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benefited from the presence of many of the so-called Tula
{October) generation. However, other participants at the rneating
said they were not certain these people still maintained their
"radical” spirit in the fight For democracy and human rights,

Other speakers said the October 14 uprising had provided
opportunities for democracy, even though much more needad to
be achieved,

OF equal impattance to tha development of democracy and human
tights, they said, was the continvance of social movements
Fighting For such rights. Though acknowledqging the vital role of civil
saciety i the promotion of democracy and human rights, James
Gomez, of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation said that
strategically, attention sheuld be shifted to pelitical patties as the
tool to carry out the human-rights ard damocratic agenda,

Ewen though controversy continues over the peolitics of memary,
as reflectad in the debate over an official name to commemorate
the uptising, Chamvit said he considered the situation positive,

Mulcdawan Sakboon
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Many will call me a traveller , and I am, but of a different kind - one who risks
his life to prove his convictions
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