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Larry Ashmun, 05:23 PM 6/18/04 -0500, Bangkok Post Friday 18 June 2004 - Family to publ...

FIELD MARSHAL'S DEATH

—

Family to publish Thanom's memoirs
Kin hope to lay to rest bitterness of uprisings

Wassana Nanuam

The death of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn
will add a new page to history when his own
private accounts of the Oct 14, 1973 and Oct 6,
1976 uprisings are published in remembrance
books released upon his cremation 100 days
from now.

Thanom's memoir recounts his feelings and

experiences during bloody uprisings which led to

! the former strongman's fall from grace as prime
minister and his seclusion until the day he died.

et

Supapim Harinsut, niece of the late Field

Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, weeps over

theth?_gv of l;e: rElran':l:a’thetr |tillur:ls; in Soi The record, kept at Thanom's home in Soi

yesterday's bathing rites at his home in So . .

Ranong 2. - APIGHIT JINAKUL Banopg 2, comprises his own words and an
interview he gave 10 years ago to a

Chulalongkern University [ecturer about the events.

Dubbed a tyrant by families of pro-democracy students crushed in the uprisings,
Thanom, 93, died in hospital in Bangkok on Wednesday from heart failure and acute
blood infection.

Khunying Songsuda Yodmanee, Thanom's daughter, said her father loved to write about
his life, but he had asked that his work be kept private for fear of offending others.

She said her father's death should lay to rest the bitter acrimony of the past and the
family felt the time was ripe to make the memoir public.

Following a stroke, Thanom was admitted to hospital on Jan 19 and spent the next five
months in the intensive care unit.

The field marshal slowly recovered and was unhooked from the respirator. He was taken
out of the ICU, but two days later his blood became infected and his condition
deteriorated rapidly.

Bathing rites have been performed on Thanom's body which will lie in state for seven
days in a royally sponsored ceremony at Thakelsuk Residence. The body will be
cremated in 100 days.

The late field marshal headed a military dictatorship that was driven out by a pro-
democracy uprising on Oct 14, 1973 following his bloody but futile suppression of
democratic forces, He became a Buddhist novice and returned {o the couniry in yellow
robes, triggering a student protest that ended in a massacre at Thammasat University on
Oct 8, 1976. Scores of people, mostly young students, were Killed in the two incidents.
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THANOM KITTIKACHORN: 1811-2004: Democracy’s bitterest foe '

THE NATION
Published on Jun 18, 2604

Until the last days of his life, Field Mar-shal Thanom Kitti-kachorn insisted he was
not democracy's worst enemy, and that he was a victim of a political conspiracy.
He sounded sincere in his strenuous yet largely ignored efforts to rehabilitate his
name, and must have passed away wondering why the labels “tyrant’

and "dictator” were so hard to shake off.

Historians may continue to debate key factors that triggered the 1973 popular
uprising and the October 6, 1976 Thammasat massacre - the two related
political upheavals closely associated with the strongman who had the
demeanour of a kind-hearted grandpa.

But the conspiracy-theory advocates will have to overcome one damning piece of
proof of how Thais in the Thanom era felt about his military regime - the
gathering of hundreds of thousands of demonstrators on Rajdamnoen Avenue on
October 14, 1973.

Those were the days when "democracy" turned from an abstract university
textbook waord into something Thais seriously yearned.

Through oppression, rampant corruption, political domination and greed,
Thanom's empire inadvertently gave birth to a collective spirit of freedom that
won on Rajdamnoen, lost at Thammasat and reappeared in May 1992.

There had been military dictators before his ftime, but it was not until Thanom's
reign that Thais uncovered their "people power” which shook the formerly
untouchable monopoly on power that the top soldiers and the elite enjoyed.

For the friends and relatives of the people who fell victim to his wrath, Thanom,
who passed away on Wednesday night was simply a dictator whose tyrannical
rule continues to haunt them today.

He is remembered for the shooting o death of more than 77 pro-democracy
protestors, mostly students, in the October 1973 uprising, an incident that led to
him being driven him into exile. The number of people killed has never been
independently confirmed and the figure is still disputed.

The bloody episode repeated itself when Thanom was permitted to return to the
country three years later, wrapped in a yellow robe as a Buddhist monk.

His return friggered a mass protest that set the stage for the return of the ultra-
right-wing, whose mobs raided the Tha Prachan campus of Thammasat
University on October 6, 1878, slaughtering dozens of students and quietening
the previously vociferous democracy movement.

Thanom consistently dismissed any responsibility for the 1976 incident and
maintained that he did not give the order for the 1973 shooting.

After three decades of low-profile existence, the Kittikachorn family last year
decided to tell its version of the October 14, 1973, pro-democracy uprising.

"Disclosure: October 14", a book compiled by well-known historian Thepmontri
Limpaphayom marked the first time on public record that the "dictators" - Field

Marshall Thanom Kittikachorn, his son Lt-Colonel Narong and Narong's father-in-
law Field Marshal Prapas Charusathien - had their say about the upheaval.

The book stated there was a major power play, and students were being used.
But accounts from various other sources confirmed that his government had
ruled with an iron fist and was corrupt beyond control.

Printed for Thongchai Winichaku! <twinicha@wisc.edu> 6/17/04
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"Viclence at the hands of the state was a regular occurrence during Thanom's
rule. It was a government tainted with blood and a lot of innocent people were
killed...more than under the previous dictater, Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat,”
said Prajak Kongkiriti, a political scientist at Thammasat.

Anti-government protesters were rounded up. Press freedom was dramatically
curtailed and the closing of printing presses was a normal occurrence.

To avoid confrontation, editors and publishers turned to light-hearted
entertainment news as food for thought for the public. Civil society was stuck in
infancy.

Thanom wrote in his autobiography, "Dictatorship or Democracy”, that

he "provided maximum rights and freedom of the press, as long as it was within
the framework of the law". He did not mention Article 17, a draconian law that
permitted the government to bypass lawmakers and take unilateral action like
closing down printing presses or execution without frial.

Foreign policy during his reign saw Thailand align itself in the US camp. The
country was an active participant in the Cold War that saw Thai troops in
Vietnam and a number of American military bases set up on Thai soil.

His supporters insist he was a devout Buddhist, an honest powerbroker who was
able to bridge the differences among the various bickering factions within the
Thai Army.

Thailand's old hands said he mastered the art of compromise that left a long-
lasting legacy that provided a source of stability within the Thai Army.

Even during the last years of his life, the country's top brass continued to visit his
home and offer their respects on his birthday and other important dates, while
the late dictator continued to be the guest of honour at numerous military
functions.

These admirers alsc often point to the fact that he hardly ever interfered with
the working of the country's bureaucrats unless it directly involved the security of
the nation.

Thanom saw himseif as a man who devoted much of his life to the state and
who wholeheartedly served the monarchy.

"Those who know me vaguely or héve never met me might see me as a dictator,
But the truth is | love democracy, like all other democrats,” wrote Thanom in his
autobicgraphy.

But history will continue to be unkind to the controversial leader who made a
concerted effort fo clean up his image, distancing himself from a brutal episode
of Thailand's modern history.

On the surface it appears the late strongman had made some headway. But for
the victims and their relatives, as well as the majority of the general public, the
scars that the late field marshal left behind will remain deep.

During the last days of his life, much of society seemed to have forgiven the man
who led an undeniably dictatorial and corrupt regime, but he must have learned
that nothing has been forgotten.

Page 2 of 2

Subhatra Bhumiprabhas
The Nation
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