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gowan. 2524b. “BeuNaya1ditan. gauian, 11-17 gaiay, uii 28-29,

wanassA Uszidigna. 2537, “winaamgllli. 45 U ansigaians aningauassuaians. ngann:
AinWuRNMANENAaaITuAIRS, Uil 87-94.

\@nassA Uszidigna. 2543, “611aNTTes AngaLATHINAuATNeenTesLsT T, mﬁz@m‘”ﬂmwﬁ 23-29
AAa1AN, 1t 36-37.

naydne uglia “lupnnanedenulv luauaieulve’, Auau: néreditedenuiiaana, wii 70 - 71

\aun wiansssusietl. 2536, “griauazilszraullag. susunarsuunszuayszaisylng ing, dAn Meuzieasd
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81, 2520, “GIANAN: LABUUNNITUAAIWAY". 9171R], 18 flaTAN, Wi 8-13.

81%nd. 2521a. “5 W EAIAN ABARAINILELAUBAIU ALHINN3189RRT". B171AE, 16 WOHNAN, 1T 8-18.
81%mel. 2521b. “6 fan gnuaulsvan e goydelllindunn’; “gnénmncy @AgR9TU 6 AN 3¥AN 6 5A7 1AeN
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"As both 14" and 6" October incidents happened on the same month and interconnected both in term of people and sequences of events, the term of
‘Octobrist [Khon Duan Tula] was used as generic term in calling people acted to support people movements or involved in both incidents.)

" The revival and construction of Octobrists from ‘failed leftist student activists’ of the 1970s to ‘Octobrists-fighters for democracy’

This morning, | went to pay respect to the 14" and 6" October heroes, as | usually do every one or two weeks. | always buy two wreaths to pay
respect at the monuments commemorating the people’s uprising against dictatorship on 14" October 1973 and the student massacre on 6"
October 1976 in front of the main auditorium of Thammasat University. | place one wreath in the hand of the statue representing the 14" October
heroes and press my hands together and bow in memory of ‘rights and liberty’.

| put the other wreath on top of the granite memorial to the 6" October heroes and press my hands together and bow in memory

of ‘social justice’.
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Indeed, 30 years ago, ‘social justice’ was interpreted as meaning the same as ‘socialism’ before the political crisis of the Thai
revolutionary movement led by the CPT and the ideological crisis of international socialism during the last two decades made this
interpretation fade away.

But the dream of ‘social justice’ remains.

" After their return from the failure of the armed struggle led by the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT), many Octobrists gave up the revolutionary struggle
and continued their lives like any other normal people.

“ Several early efforts to revive the leftist movement failed.

“ Their gatherings during the 1980s tended to be divisive and apolitical and functioned merely as a means of maintaining old boy networks.

"It was only from the early 1990s on that the Octobrists gradually succeeded in reunifying their earlier political networks; they recovered a pride in their
political history in the 1970s and secured public acceptance of their generation.

“"Instead of leftist failures, they became known as the Octobrist-democratic heroes of the 1970s.

" More and more people from this generation came out in public, claiming to be Octobrists. The public and media followed suit.

By the end of the 1990s, commemorations of their 1970s history as leftists were treated almost as national celebrations of democracy.
™ In explaining how this change happened, this chapter will attempt to answer two major questions.

i

Firstly, why did the initial attempts among Octobrists to rebuild the leftist movement fail during the 1980s?

i

Secondly, how did they then succeed in reunifying and regaining public support under the new political identity of ‘Octobrists: democratic fighters'?
¥ The first question can be answered by looking at three major causes: the hostile political environment for leftist movements as the CPT collapsed;

* the loose structure of the leftist movement which hindered any post-CPT revival;

* and the uncompromising internal conflicts that had existed since the mid 1970s and continued during the decline of the CPT regarding past failures and
the future direction of the movement.

" The answer to the second question lies in three major interrelated conditions. The first was the emergence of a new political context. With the end of the
Cold War and the decline of the CPT, the Thai government no longer saw student activists as a political threat.

“" Domestic political liberalisation through the late 1980s, the democratic mass movement against the return of the military into parliamentary politics in
1992, the rise of social movements throughout the 1990s, and the political reform in the late 1990s, all contributed to a supportive and flexible political
environment where the Octobrists could revive their political activities.

™ The second condition was the success of these Octobrists in achieving positions in politics and society. This enhanced their means and status in getting
their message across to the public and promoting their new identity among the elite and middle class.

™ The last and most important was the comprehensive process of portraying their leftist history and elements of the 14" and 6" October incidents in
democratic terms, of making acceptable their leftist reputations and cultural legacy, and of institutionalising ‘Octobrism’ with this reconstructed democratic
history.

3.1 Initial failures of 1970s student activists to rebuild a leftist movement

" Immediately after they returned from the armed struggle in the mid 1980s, some Octobrists tried to keep their leftist background hidden and refused to
participate in any more activities connected with leftist movements. Others still wished to work for leftist movements but failed to reconnect with the CPT or
to convince their former comrades to continue the revolutionary movement, or to reconcile conflicts among themselves.

" At the global level, the Cold War continued. In spite of a ‘rollback’ of direct intervention by US troops in the Vietnam War in 1973 due to their military
failure, a weakened US economy, and rising domestic anti-war movements, the US revived its newly vindicated role and pushed the world and the region
into a ‘Second Cold War’ (1979-1985).

¥ While the First Cold War (1946-1979) focussed on ideological conflict, the Second Cold War shifted toward a new level of confrontation and a
conventional struggle for power between the US and the USSR centred in the Third World. US military outlays expanded between 1981 and 1986.

" While the Soviet Union supported the Vietnamese invasion and occupation of Cambodia in 1978, the US backed an insurgency on the Thai-Cambodian
border, while developing a closer relationship with the Chinese government.

xxvi

In pursuing a balanced diplomacy, the Thai government re-established and fostered good relations with China (Buszynski 1982; Halliday 1984).
" In this new stage of the Cold War, the break between the CPT and the CCP became permanent. Thailand remained very much a "front-line state" and in
these circumstances, the state kept up surveillance on Octobrists after their return, creating an atmosphere which obstructed the revival of radical politics
(Ciorciari 2010, 64-66 and 86).

" Although domestic political conditions were more relaxed than in the late 1970s, the military and several conservative elements that had been
mobilised in the 1970s maintained a dominant role during the semi-democratic polity of the 1980s and this restricted opportunities for former activists to
revive their role.

™ 1n 1977, the ultra-right wing government of Prime Minister Tanin Kraivixien (1976-1977) was forced to step down in a coup. He was replaced with the
more moderate General Kriangsak Chomanan (1977-1980) and later General Prem Tinsulanonda (1980-1988).

“*Under pressure from their supporters, the Young Turks (a group of middle-ranking military officers) in the case of Kriangsak and the Democratic
Soldiers in the case of Prem, both governments pushed more moderate policies, including Order 66/2523, which granted an amnesty for insurgents who
surrendered, and a new combination of military and political counter-insurgency methods.

“* Nonetheless, conservative forces within both military and royalist circles still maintained a dominant position. Prem turned to more senior and
conservative military officers and publicly demonstrated personal allegiance to and support from the monarchy, leading many to assume that government

policies had the tacit approval from the palace.
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o

By the early 1980s, more moderate forces, especially the Young Turks, were marginalised, especially after their failed 1981 coup against what they saw

as the interference of older ultra-right wing figures in the Prem government.

o

And shortly after the amnesty, the Prem regime prepared new laws to retain a dominant role for the army in Parliament, to allow non-elected Prime
Ministers and a nominated Senate, and to set electoral rules favouring the military

300V

Freedom of the press and political activities were still constrained in the 1980s. After 1976, the government empowered the Ministry of the Interior to
use Decree 42 to closely monitor the press and implement various repressive measures against critical journalists.

' Between 1979 and 1984, forty-seven journalists were assassinated and in some cases the police were directly implicated.

" |In the public sphere, even though political activities were allowed, arrests of leading CPT members continued even into the late 1980s as warning
signals to former communists (Chai-anan 1982, 136-137; Pasuk and Baker 2002, 331 and 388-389).

4 Against this backdrop, most Octobrists considered the grim political atmosphere as the ebb in the revolutionary struggle. They suspended their
political activities, first temporarily and later permanently, and kept a low profile.

" Many who had just begun careers in the private sector and started families preferred to put some space between their current lives and their leftist
backgrounds and other leftist political activities. They worried that a leftist profile would have a negative effect on their future career and family life.

" For example, Vipa Daomanee, a former activist from the Faculty of Science, Chulalongkokrn University, later became a successful marketing and
advertising executive in various companies. She had to conceal her leftist identity by presenting a false CV when she first applied for private sector jobs to
cover up the years she spent in the jungle.

* During social gatherings of her Chulalongkorn University activist circle, called ‘Friends of Chula’, many of her friends faced difficulties in explaining the
background of this leftist network to their husbands or wives. Some even had to lie to their families about participating in these gatherings

“In addition to the changes in political environment, Octobrists were also affected by their loose organisational structure and the lack of a prepared
strategy to work in the cities.

" Before the 6" October incident, the organisational structure among student activists was kept loose and secret, even among individual members. Their
networks were loosely defined by their political clubs, schools and working functions.

“" Even during their time in the CPT bases, only a few students were recruited as CPT members. They were split up according to their job and their base.
These were really remote from each other. When the CPT declined, they did not prepare any formal structure or process for reviving their work in the cities.
These loose informal structures became one of the major obstacles to the reunification and revival of political activities among these Octobrists

Xliv

Countless Octobrists would still have liked to carry on their revolutionary activities even after leaving the CPT and the bases.

Xlv

But when they returned, they were disconnected from one another and from the CPT.
“ For example, Somchai Phatharathananunth, an activist from Ramkhamhaeng University and recently Dean of the Faculty of Political Science,
Mahasarakham University, left his base in the very last minutes of the CPT in 1985 with sympathy toward many CPT members, in spite of several
disagreements over political strategies and ideas.

' But when he got back, no CPT member contacted him while he struggled to survive by himself in Bangkok. He said that he did not give up on the CPT,
but the party gave up on him

i Similarly, Lert Edison (leftist pseudonym) was a student at Chiang Mai University and worked as a prominent technician for the CPT in Northern
Thailand. He was sent back to the city when his base was destroyed. Nonetheless, he still had vivid hopes for his revolutionary mission. The CPT ordered
him to wait to be contacted about being sent to a new location. After waiting a year in Chiang Mai, no one contacted him, so he returned home to
Ratchaburi Province and lost touch with the CPT (

o Porn-narong Pattanaboonpaiboon, a medical doctor from Mahidol University, and Suthisak Pavarathisan, a medical technology student from Chiang Mai
University, spent most of their time training in various medical schools in China.

‘ They and other friends who were sent to China experienced great difficulty in reconnecting with other leftist friends and eventually lost contact with the
CPT after they returned because they were all sent back at different times and to different hometowns

" Others who were still able to connect with their student friends tried to revive the revolutionary movement but found it difficult to persuade their friends to
resume the revolutionary struggle and to mediate conflicts among different factions among the students themselves.

" Watchari Paoluangthong and Jariya Suanpan, who joined the CPT as students from Thammasat University and high school, experienced these problems
in their efforts to organise retreats among people from the same CPT base and chain of command.

Watchari's base was in a very remote area which kept her isolated from - and in ignorance of - the conflicts inside the CPT and its decline.
v Managing the situation at her base and working with the Hmong people was a rewarding experience. However, she had to leave her base when her
husband needed to be hospitalised in town. She came home eager to continue working with the leftist movement. But she was disappointed; her senior
commanders gave up and went back to take up their lives in the city rather than support her efforts to continue activities.

" In the same way, Jariya found that many meetings among people from her CPT base ended up with no conclusion what to do in the future. Most people
eventually drifted away from the circle and continued with their normal lives

" The third obstacle to rebuilding a leftist movement was uncompromising ideological conflict exacerbated by the controversial impact of their leftist
experience on their lives after they returned. Protracted conflicts and disagreements among the Octobrists lasted from the mid 1970s until their return and
became a major constraint that prevented them from reunifying and continuing any revolutionary mission.

o Ideological conflicts between the 14" Octobrists and the 6" Octobrists before all were propelled into the arms of the CPT, and between the students and
the CPT during the armed struggle had never been reconciled, leaving huge rifts and a lack of trust among Octobrists.

Iviii

The 14" Octobrist generation were activists radicalised in the early 1970s through various ideologies, from conservative liberalist, New Leftist to social

democratic, and they played leading roles in the triumph of the anti-authoritarian movement on 14" October 1973
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lix

They became the predominant political force after the 14" October incident

*The 6" October generation was radicalised through extreme Maoism, and later condemned the 14" Octobrists as * and reactionary. The 14" Octobrists
in turn criticised the 6" Octobrists as Red Guards and extreme Maoists. Conflicts which had started after 14" October continued even when both sides
joined the CPT (further details in Chapter 2).

‘x‘ u’aﬂ’&u’]men top of this, more serious conflicts with the CPT and over life during the revolutionary struggle divided Octobrists and made reconciliation
difficult after they returned.

" Friction over difficult working conditions and disagreement about the command structure and organisation of the CPT, about its policy favouring the
Chinese Communist Party rather than their Indochinese communist neighbours, and about the interpretation of revolutionary ideas and strategies for Thai
society did not stop when the students left the CPT.

"' These activists carried these controversies back home with them. With these confrontations and the unfriendly environment among former leftists,
Octobirists could not even agree among themselves whether the revolutionary struggle should be discontinued or further improved.

b Many, like Tanet Charoenmuang, a leading 14" Octobrist figure from the Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University, found it difficult to talk to
friends who complained bitterly about the CPT and attacked those who still wished to support the CPT in the hope that a revolutionary movement could be
revived (Tanet, interview by author, 14 December 2006, Chiang Mai).

™ (Pirun was one of the most influential mentors among leftist students. Amidst the conflict within and decline of the CPT, Pirun still worked actively to
reunify and revive the CPT upon his return to Bangkok. Nevertheless, he ended up being arrested and detained in prison for several years on charges of
communism. After his release from jail, he started a new life working with numerous newspapers, political magazines and radio programmes through
connections with liberal journalists and his former close friends in the business sector.)

"' Pirun Chatwanitchakul and Phra (monk) Suthep Chinwaro, long-term Communist mentors even before 14" October 1973 from Chulalongkorn University
and Kasetsart University, realised the mistakes of the CPT but still argued that these could be put right. However, after they were released from jail and
returned home, they did not want to argue with their friends who had left the CPT with sympathetic feelings (Phra Suthep, interview by author, 16
December 2006, Chiang Mai; Pirun, interview by author, 2 February 2007, Bangkok).

" Somchai Phatharathananunth faced division and disagreement among friends from his CPT base. One group gave up. Another wanted to continue the
revolution sticking with the old Maoist ideas, while others shifted toward new ideas including electoral politics, localism, or even support for military coups
(Somchai P., interview by author, 29 March 2007, Mahasarakham).

" Students with contrasting experiences in the jungle returned with discordant views of the CPT and the future direction of the movement. Some were
fortunate in their lives in the jungle. They returned home sympathetic toward the CPT and initially looked forward to reviving and improving the
revolutionary movement (#unad Iw, 43¢ uazidnd Tnef@en 21 Junan, 24 NUATLE ey 7 NUALS 2550 MRAIAL NaLTINe).

"* Others who had a difficult time with CPT members #n left the CPT with a bad impression. They wanted neither to dwell on their experience with the CPT
nor reconcile with those with whom they had fought (Parakorn, interview by author, 7 February 2007, Bangkok).

" As a result, Octobrists appeared divided and in some cases did not even trust each other. Their relationships became more and more complicated and
fragile. Interaction among different groups often ended up in confrontation, and gatherings were unable to come up with any common agreement on past
problems and future prospects.

"' At one extreme, we have examples like Kasian Tejapira, a radical activist during the 6" October incident from the Faculty of Political Science at
Thammasat University. He had many difficulties with CPT members and painful memories of his time with them,criticising the lack of internal democracy
and the Maoist and Leninist domination of the CPT.

N his analytical writing on the decline of the CPT in 1994, he even called the CPT ‘out-of-date Communists’ because they dehumanised and de-
intellectualised student activists during their time in the jungle

(Kasian 1984b, 83-84; Kasian 1994b, 70).

i At the other end, there were people who still believed in the CPT who regarded critics of the party as reactionary and accused them of precipitating the
decline of the party. Suthisak Pavarathisan, who was socialised through Maoism since high school, did not find Chinese domination over the CPT a
problem. He instead criticised members of the 14" October generation like Seksan Prasertkul and Thirayuth Boonmee, as problems for the party (Suthisak,
interview by author, 13 December 2006, Chiang Mai).

¥ Aside from conflicts during the armed struggle, the impact of their time with the CPT on their lives after their return gave rise to differing perspectives
among Octobirists.

" Those who did not suffer much after they returned tended to be politically more active with other Octobrists. Suthisak Pavarathisan, who experienced
little conflict in his unit during his time in the CPT, returned with a rather sympathetic attitude toward the CPT. Furthermore, with his relatively wealthy family
background and the advantage of a medical education obtained in China during his time with the CPT, he did not have to struggle as much as others. He
thus found himself with the courage to support the CPT in urban areas and organised several meetings among former activists until the CPT’s dissolution
(Funnmnl Qﬂ%ﬁ/ﬂﬁfiﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂu 13 $U01AN 2549 1Feslua)

Ixxvi

Nevertheless, many did not have family support or missed out on their education as a result of their participation in the revolutionary struggle.

Ixxvii

These people found themselves struggling in their post-revolutionary lives without any support from the CPT.
i Even if they were still sympathetic to revolutionary ideas, some were forced to spend their time making a living rather than regrouping to carry on a
political mission.

Ixxix

At the same time, others with a negative view of their experience with the leftist movement turned their backs against their former fellows who wanted to

revive the revolutionary movement.
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" Some took the view that they had wasted years in the jungle on a pointless mission; other students of the same generation had already achieved

middle-ranking positions in many organisations.

Ixxxi

Others found that a leftist identity caused many problems in starting life in ordinary society.

Ixxxii

Many took a long time to adjust to life in the cities after many years of living in primitive conditions. As a result, many of them did not want to waste their

time on further fruitless political activities.

Ixxxiii

Phra Suthep Chinwaro, a leading Octobrist figure who did not officially report to the Thai government upon his return, encountered many problems in
pursuing life as an ordinary person. In addition, because of his radical reputation, he did not want to contact other friends, as he did not want to cause

them trouble and difficulties (Phra Suthep, interview by author, 16 December 2006, Chiang Mai).

Ixxxiv

For Porn-narong Pattanaboonpaiboon, his years in medical school in China did not count in the Thai university system. So he had to start again from
scratch. He found that his former leftist networks did not support him in his career. He had to work as a street vendor to pay for his studies (Porn-narong,
interview by author, 7 March 2007).

Ixxxv

Any gatherings of Octobrists and the remaining connections among them during the 1980s were rather divisive, apolitical and inactive.

Ixxxvi

Gatherings were concentrated among people who had a common political attitude from the same political clubs, CPT bases, political functions,
universities and schools. Furthermore, to conceal ongoing conflicts and maintain friendly relationships, most gatherings were not politically oriented but
similar in nature to other alumni gatherings. The meetings functioned only as ‘group therapy’ for the psychological wounds caused by the decline of the

leftist movement.

Ixxxvii

Occasional parties on special occasions like weddings and funerals were common meeting points. Activities to support each other in their careers
were organized from time to time. For example, student musicians who had had opportunities to study at music schools in China with CPT support
organised a Saturday Music School to instruct friends who did not have the opportunity to go (Sukhum 2010).

Ixxxviii

By the late 1980s, in spite of bigger attendances, more formal structures and the accumulation of wider groups of friends, these gatherings of

Octobrists remained divisive and non-political.

Ixxxix

For instance, several key 14" Octobrists started putting efforts into reconnecting the whole 1970s generation through an annual gathering in the name
of ‘Friendship, Sisterhood and Brotherhood (pheuan phong nong phi)'.
** This inclusive and politically neutral rubric for concealing differences and conflicts also hid their leftist identity; the group was no more than a social

gathering among the 14" October generation.

xci

Without a common political agenda, these were merely annual alumni meetings in big hotels and functioned mainly to maintain networks among

participants who were then moving into different political and social settings.

xcii

Jaran Dhitthapichai later became important popular intellectual and human rights advocator. Between 2001 — 2009, he was nominated as a

commissioner in the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

xcili

As Jaran Dhitthapichai, one of the most radical 14" Octobrist figures, said, the Friendship, Sisterhood and Brotherhood annual meetings kept him in
touch with his Octobrist friends (Jaran, interview by author, 15 February 2007, Bangkok). In addition, these meetings offered an opportunity for activists to

help each other and to connect with new non-Octobrist networks they had recently developed.

xciv

Besides the meetings in Bangkok and other cities, many reunions at various CPT bases became common meeting places among former student

activists and local comrades.

xov

Nonetheless, no movement toward any common political initiatives emerged from these gatherings. From the early 1990s onwards, annual reunions at

revolutionary base sites were formalised in many areas. Most activities concentrated on cultural and charitable purposes.

xevi

Memorial rituals, construction of monuments for the dead, and fundraising for former farmers and ethnic comrades who were left in poverty were

common practices at nearly all revolutionary sites.

xevii

Efforts to re-mobilise ethnic minorities and peasants in former revolutionary base areas as a political force were mainly for non-radical purposes,

particularly electoral politics (Chatri, interview by author, 5 May 2007, Bangkok; Prida, interview by author, 11 December 2006, Nan).

xeviii

In summary, during the first decade after they returned from the armed struggle with the CPT, the Octobrist networks were divided and apolitical.
*™ As a result of the oppressive political conditions against leftist movements, and uncompromising conflicts among Octobrists themselves about the
future of the leftist movement, initial efforts failed to revitalise the Octobrists as a political force in again promoting a leftist movement after the decline of the
CPT.

©3.2 Later success: transformation of ‘extreme student activists’ to ‘Octobirist: fighters for democracy’

“ After these initial failures, by the early 1990s the former activists started to succeed in revitalising their networks and regaining public acceptance. This
was a result of new political structures and the new social status of the Octobrists.

“ Most importantly, these former activists successfully transformed their political identity from leftist-leaning students to ‘Octobrists: 1970s fighters for
democracy’.

“"In contrast to the 1980s, by the early 1990s, the five-decade-long Cold War had come to an end. The Communist-led revolutionary threat had gone, both
nationally and internationally. This set the pretext for seeing the 1970s radical activists as less of a threat and just a historical memory.

“ The conflicts between the US and the USSR were reconciled.

“ The Communist bloc collapsed and moved toward political and economic liberalisation. By 1987, Mikhail Gorbachev had announced the reformist
political and economic policies of glasnost and perestroika.

cvi

In 1989, there was a dramatic mass movement against the Communist Chinese government which ended in a massacre.
“"'In 1990, East and West Germany were reunified. Eventually in 1991, the USSR was dissolved. At the regional level, the Communist Party of Vietnam
started implementation of the ‘Doi Moi’ free-market reform process and eventually agreed to withdraw its troops fully from Cambodia after the demise of the

Soviet Union and its growing need for Western investment, trade and assistance.
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cviii

In Thailand, most leading figures of the CPT were arrested and their revolutionary bases were destroyed. By 1991, there were almost no reports of
political activities by the CPT (Battersby 1998; Chai-Anan 1997; Ciorciari 2010, 83-88).

cix

Furthermore, the initial stage of domestic political liberalisation by the late 1980s provided a supportive political context for former activists to revive their
political activism.

“The Prem Tinsulanonda regime gave way to an elected coalition government led by Chatichai Choonhavan and the role of parliament and political
parties subsequently expanded (Hewison 1997). In the public sphere, the printed media again reasserted its independence and role as a public

watchdog.

oxi

For example, in 1991, the press successfully campaigned for the revocation of Decree 42 which allowed officials to arbitrarily close any newspaper
without legal recourse. This campaign created considerable enthusiasm (Pasuk and Baker 2002, 389-390; Thitinan 1997, 221-224).

cxii

A more liberal political environment was created, with an increasing role for new provincial politicians in party politics, for the business sector in the

policy-making process, and for the local/urban poor and civil society groups in campaigns for their political agenda (Pasuk and Baker 1997).

cxiii

The success of the middle class mass movement in opposing the return to power of the military in 1992, the proliferation of radical social movements of
marginalized people throughout the 1990s in response to the negative impacts of economic development, and the vibrant political reform process of the
1990s, all signalled the start of a new political environment within which the Octobrists could participate in politics and revive their political identity.

cxiv

One further point to be considered in understanding the revival of the Octobrists in the 1990s was their new social and political status.

oxv

By the early 1990s, many of them had become successful academics, politicians, writers, singers, businesspeople, etc (further details in Chapter 4 and
5).

cxvi

Inevitably, this new status provided them new academic and authoritative power in constructing a new political identity. In doing so, they successfully
rewrote the history of 14" and 6" October, romanticised life in the jungle with the CPT, and instituted their new identity as ‘Octobrists’.

coxvii

The process of reconstructing the histories of 14" and 6" October in a democratic and moral perspective had been long advocated at the annual

commemorations since the late 1970s.

cxviii

Only by the 1990s was the repositioning of their histories from leftist failures to democratic heroes realised.

cxix

They successfully rewrote their 1970s history; from being seen as a mixture of liberal conservatives and extreme Maoist activists, their image became
one of unified innocent progressive students fighting for justice and democracy against authoritarian regimes, who were forced by the violence and
injustice of the Thai state to join the armed struggle of the CPT.

“*The process of democratising the 14" October 1973 incident started right after the incident itself.

“*In spite of the initial lack of success due to the restrictive political conditions of the late 1970s and early 1980s, these ongoing efforts left a fruitful legacy
for later success during the 1990s. The first anniversary on 14" October 1974 was celebrated as the “1* year after the revolution by the people’ and
emphasised mass democracy and people power overthrowing an authoritarian regime (Prachachat 1974).

cxxii

However, events between 1973 and 1976 quickly replaced this with an image of conflict among leftist students in frantic political activities.

cxxiii

On the 2™ anniversary on 14" October 1975, there were questions about the legitimacy of the students (Prachachat 1975).
““¥ Even until the early 1980s, the annual memorial ceremonies were still relatively marginalised. Only a small group of friends, relatives and the younger
generation of student activists participated in commemorating the deaths of fellow students as the loss of loved ones (Parithatsan 1981).

“* Despite the quiet celebrations, messages highlighting democratic elements and concealing leftist characteristics and their conflicts during the 14"
October incident were constantly presented to the public.

" For example, in 1981, the 8" anniversary of 14" October, Su Anakhot (Toward the Future), a political magazine run by several former student activists,
argued in an editorial for ‘the democratic soul of 14" October’, and emphasised the meaning of 14" October as:

oxxvii ¢

...this incident [14" October] brought us the term 14" October Spirit” whose essence was directly the desire for democracy and using the

efforts of all to get it. All hoped that democracy would be the best way to set national policy through the wisdom of the majority’.

cxxviii

At the same time, the message argued that 14" October 1973 was not an accident; it was political problems which forced the people to stand up. The
positive consequences of 14" October weakened authoritarian and bureaucratic politics (Su Anakhot 1981a).

“** The democratisation of 14" October was realised in the early 1990s.

“* The celebrations shifted from small annual events among relatives, friends and small groups of younger activists, toward better organised series and
packages of events promoting democratic and other moral issues.

* The 20" anniversary of 14" October in 1993 was a crucial turning point. The pre-celebration meeting of 14" Octobrists on 9" October 1993, at the
luxurious Imperial Hotel on Wireless Road in the heart of Bangkok, was a major symbol of the return and revival of the 14" October generation to the public
stage, because it managed to gather more than 500 14" Octobrists who were then successful academics, politicians, writers, singers, businesspersons,
etc., as well as other non-left allies of the 14" Octobrists (MS 1993f).

A picture of Seksan Prasertkul and Thirayuth Boonmee, who were then dean of the Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University and political and
social commentator at the Faculty of Sociology, Thammasat University, respectively, at the 20" October 14" anniversary celebration dominated the front
cover of several newspapers and political magazines such as, Matichon Sutsapda (Public Opinion Weekly), one of the most prominent Thai political
weeklies (MS 1993c, front cover).

M Subsequently, numerous seminars, celebrations and political campaigns were promoted. All were deliberately arranged to serve one common goal,
which was to depict the 14" October people’s uprising as a historic victory in Thai democratisation. In achieving this goal, three major strategies and

processes were pursued in parallel.

45



nuNiEt lRAgANA

fULINe 2556

v

Firstly, the democratic element and importance of students in pushing forward the democratic transition in the 14" October people’s uprising were
given prominence.

oV

To do this, the democratic version of the history of 14" October was systematically redrafted and popularised.
“*“ There was a series of seminars on revising the history of 14" October 1973, like the round table seminar on the ‘historical position of the events of 14"
October 1973" at the 20" anniversary.

4 Not only 14" Octobrists themselves, but also the famous liberal historian, Chanwit Kasetsiri played a key role in revising the democratic history of 14"
October (MS 1993f).

I Countless books and articles drawn from individual experience repeated the same message to the public of the victory of the 14" October
democratic movement (Jaran 2003; Jaran 2004, 40; Prasarn 1993, 31-32; Wittayakorn 2003).

% Moreover, there were campaigns to incorporate the history of 14" October in the school curriculum (KT 2002a; MR 1999; MS 1993e; Prajak 2005, 10-
12), to establish 14" October as an official ‘Day of Democracy’, and to construct the 14" October monument.

> These efforts were nothing new as many 14" Octobrists had long struggled to institutionalise the dead from the 14" October incident as martyrs and had
been calling for a ‘Martyrs’ Monument’ since the 1970s (818&57819% 1983b; NATUIEIII 1983; NATWIILT 1989; NATUTIETY 1993a; NS 1997a; NS
1997b; ga11AR 1981b).

o Only during the early 1990s did these efforts succeed, particularly since many Octobrists held influential positions in the cabinet, academia and
business. For example, Adisorn Piengket, a former student activist from Ramkhamhaeng University who was Deputy Education Minister during the 20"
anniversary of 14" October played a crucial role in persuading the government and cabinet to support construction of the 14" October monument (NS
1997a; NS 1997b).

ot Secondly, 14" October was interpreted as part of the process of contemporary democratisation in Thai politics together with the landmark Black May
1992 incident. While 14" October 1973 marked the success of the student movement in mobilising a mass movement to end the 15-year-long series of
authoritarian governments including those of Sarit Thanarat (1958-1963) and Thanom Kittikachorn-Prapas Jarusathien-Narong Kittikachorn (1963-1973),
May 1992 saw the triumph of a popular protest led by the middle class in stopping the military from intervening again in parliamentary politics.

*" The mass demonstrations in both Bangkok and other major cities successfully forced the non-elected Prime Minister General Suchinda Kraprayoon to
step down and secured the return of electoral democracy. The similarities of both events as mass movements against military-oriented governments
created a space for 14" October to feature in the newly constructed process of Thai democratisation.

M response to the reshaping of the history of Thai democracy after the May 1992 incident, many prominent 14" Octobrists wrote about the significance
of 14" October in the process of Thai democratisation (Suwit 2007, 331).

¥ Some argued even further that the success of the 14" October incident established the necessary conditions and strong political will for the triumph of
the people’s movement in May 1992 (Tanet 1992). By this time, it became known that the history of Thai democratisation comprised three major stages: the
transition from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy in 1932 was the triumph of collaboration between civil and military groups; the
successful overthrow of an authoritarian regime and establishment of electoral democracy on 14" October 1973 was the success of ‘people power’ led by
student activists; and the middle class mass uprising fought to protect democracy from the return of a military regime in May 1992.

*™ Furthermore, the connection between the democratic elements of the 1970s and May 1992 was emphasised. In doing so, the Octobrists succeeded in
democratising their 1970s leftist history.

o Many 14" Octobrists argued that the middle class in the 1992 May incident largely came from the same background and experience shared with the
1970s activists, even though there was no proof that many of the Octobrist middle class participated in or contributed to the success of the May 1992
mobilisation.

M Anek Laothamatas, a former radical medical student activist and President of the Thammasat University Student Council in 1976 was Dean of the
Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University (1999-2000) and later at the Public Administration Institute at Rangsit University.

> These former students successfully made use of this interpretation in democratising their histories. Both Thirayuth Boonmee and Anek Laothamatas,
two prominent Octobrist academics at Thammasat University, presented similar messages. Thirayuth (1994) argued that the 1990s Thai middle class was

consistently pro-democracy because of its Octobrist background.

cl , . L . o -

Those of my generation are people who have experienced the most political crises, starting with the October 14" uprising,
through the October 6" bloodshed, to the May 1992 event. We are contemporaries of the rebellious young men and women
around the world who turn against the ruling ‘system’ and power

“'In the same vein, Anek (1993a) explained ‘we should keep our eyes on the business executives aged between 30-39 years old, as they were people who
participated in and were witnesses to the 14" and 6™ October incidents’ (Anek 1993a, 185).

we should keep our eyes on the business executives aged between 30-39 years old, as they were people who participated in and were witnesses to the
14" and 6" October incidents’

o Lastly, the celebrations of 14" October in the early 1990s successfully incorporated other liberal ideas which gave the appearance of a peaceful
movement for ‘rights and liberty’.

" This helped to engage liberal academics and members of the elite in legitimising their rituals. A number of non-14" Octobrists participated in the
preparation meetings for the 20" anniversary to show their sympathy and solidarity (MS 1993d). Anand Panyarachun (1991-1992), a liberal Prime Minister,
mentioned his sympathy with the history of 14" October as it helped in reducing the power of the bureaucratic polity and expanding the space for
economic liberalisation (MS 1993c).

cliv

However not everyone agreed with the reduction of the meanings and facts of 14" October into merely a democratic movement fighting for ‘rights and
liberty’. Many Octobirists put effort into revealing the differences and conflicts during the 1970s. However, they were little heeded and marginalised.
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Bandit Jansrikham, known by his pseudonym of ‘Khaen Sarika’, is a former activist from Ramkhamhaeng University. He was then administrative editor of
the Nation Sutsapda (Nation Weekend).

™ The article series ‘Lost Memory of a Youngster' by Bandit Jansrikham, known by his pseudonym of ‘Khaen Sarika’, a former activist from
Ramkhamhaeng University who was then administrative editor of the Nation Sutsapda (Nation Weekend), detailed the different ideological streams,
including leftist ideas, among Octobrists before 14" October 1973.

M Somsak Jeamteerasakul, a radical 6" Octobrist known as ‘Big Head’ and one of nineteen students who was jailed after the 6" October incident, has
been a lecturer at the Department of History, Thammasat University, and one of the most radical Thai historians especially on critical histories of the Thai
left, and the monarchy.

' Somsak Jeamteerasakul, the 6 Octobrist from Thammasat University who later became a prominent radical historian, revealed various conflicting
ideological streams among students before 14" October and argued that they came to be united only on 14" October.

clix

Right after 14" October, differences and conflicts reappeared (Somsak 2001).
°* One of the most outstanding examples was the effort by Kasian Tejapira, a prominent 6" Octobrist political scientist, in debates with the 14" Octobrist
generation and other liberal historians about how to define and name 14" October.

X While other 14" Octobrists like Thirayuth Boonmee and liberal academics like Chanwit Kasetsiri insisted on naming 14" October as ‘Rights and Liberty
Day’ or ‘Democracy Day’, Kasian Tejapira found it unacceptable to define 14" October merely in terms of political rights and liberty, because it would limit
the meaning of 14" October to anti-authoritarianism, and above all conceal the ideas of anti-feudalism and anti-capitalism and the struggle for social
justice and equality which had been the real reasons why people stood up against the regime.

i He argued even further that 14™ October was a ‘movement of radicalism from below’ (which he translated into Thai as ‘left from below’) and challenged
liberal interpretations by sarcastically proposing 14" October as ‘Bourgeois Revolution Day'.

" Nevertheless in the meeting, his ideas caused anxiety for Thirayuth and Chanwit. Thirayuth disagreed and argued that the anti-capitalist ideas and
movement emerged six months after 14" October 1973 and he would like to count the 14" October only until midnight of that day.

X Chanwit even closed the meeting by insisting that 14" October should be the day for ‘yellow bird-innocent democratic student’ and he would not allow
it to be hijacked by any ‘red bird-leftist student activists’ (KT 1998b).

o Questioning voices like these were marginalised and went unheard. The process of democratising and liberalising 14" October was established and
became the dominant discourse.

' From the 25" anniversary onward, the reinterpretation and framing of October 14" in terms of ‘democratisation’ became rooted and successfully
mobilised wider support from new elite groups of politicians, businessmen, etc (Thamrongsak 2010). In his special lecture of for the 30" anniversary
celebration in 2003, Seksan Prasertkul strongly urged the continuing advocacy of what he called the 14" October Spirit (chetanarom sip si tulakhom)’, the
political will to stand up against dictatorship and call for electoral democracy, as well as social justice, peace and harmony for society (NS 2003b).

" The idea was warmly welcomed by all, even among non-Octobrist intellectuals. In preparation for the 25" anniversary ceremony, prominent 14"
Octobrist academics and politicians like Thirayuth Boonmee, Pinit Jarusombat, Chamni Sakdiset, Chaturon Chaisang, Sutham Saengprathum, Adisorn
Piengket, Kriengkamol Laohapairoj, Phumtham Wechayachai and others, acted as a coordinating committee (MS 1998).

obat Through their networks, more and more people from various sectors, who in fact were neither students nor directly involved in 14" October, agreed to
support the celebration. Chuan Leekpai (former Prime Minister and leader of the Democrat Party), Anand Panyarachun (former Prime Minister), and Uthai
Pimjaichon (prominent politician) agreed to be co-chairs.

% Also, Thanphuying Phoonsuk Banomyong (wife of Pridi Banomyong), Puey Ungpakorn (liberal and prominent academic), Sem Pringpuangkeaw, Saneh
Jamarik (Chairman of the National Human Rights Commission), Prawes Wasi, Sulak Sivarak, General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, Bhichai Rattakul and Dhanin
Chearavanont (owner of CP company) agreed to be honorary committee members.

S With support from powerful political and public figures, many projects, including the construction of a 14" October monument and the inclusion of 14"
October in the school history curriculum made significant progress (MR 1999; MS 1993e; MS 1998; NS 1997¢).

clxxi
In 2003, PM Thaksin Shinawatra appointed many Octobrists, including Chaturon Chaisang, as members of a committee to consider designating

14" October as National Democracy Day. He was also supported by many other Octobrists in the TRT party including Prommin Lertsuridej (Minister of
Energy), Surapong Suebwonglee (Minister of Technology), Pinit Jarusombat (Minister of Science), Praphat Panyachatrak (Minister of Natural Resources),
Somsak Pisana-anantakul (Deputy House Speaker), Adisorn Piengket (Deputy Government Whip), Surachat Banroungsook, Kothom Nawarat and Pitsanu
Warunyu (MR 20 August 2003). There were other also Octobrists in the Senate including Karun Saingarm (TN, 20 August 2003, 3A)

o At the peak of the Octobrists’ influence, the 30" anniversary of 14" October in 2003, when many Octobrists were in parliament and the Thai Rak Thai
(Thais Love Thais - TRT) cabinet, they obtained a budget of more than US$1.5 million from the government to organise the commemoration (Chaiwat 2003;
MR 2003b).

i Above all, they partly succeeded in making the 14" October history official. Their initial proposal was to push parliament to commemorate 14" October
as a national ‘Day of Democracy’ or ‘Rights and Liberty Day’.

" Non-Octobrist elements within the Thaksin government counter-argued that the name would devalue other days like 24" June 1932 (the date of the
transition from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy). After long negotiations, the result was a compromise: 14" October: Democracy Day’
(MR 2003c; Prajak 2005, 6; TN 2003).

“*While the 14" Octobrists had their own story of victory and democracy, the 6" Octobrists found themselves left with a rather painful history of failure
and a reputation as extreme leftists, which many of them preferred to forget (Penchan 2003).

chxxvi

Nonetheless, after a long effort, they gradually succeeded in repositioning the history of 6" October by erasing their extreme leftist background,

distancing themselves from the CPT and Maoist history, and dropping the story of conflict with the liberalist 14" October generation.
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chxxvii

Moreover, they represented themselves in terms of democracy and morality by portraying themselves as innocent and heroic student activists who

fought for underprivileged people and social justice and protected the democracy that had been established after 14" October 1973.

clhxxviii

Their long march in repositioning 6" October started right after the incident, when it was disorganised and hardly gained public acceptance. In the
celebration of ultra-right wing success after 6" October, there was no political space for them.

clxxix

For instance, the militant right wing groups of Red Gaurs (Krathing Daeng) and New Force (Nawaphon), dominated the scene in Bangkok and
forcefully demonstrated against the first anniversary of 6" October in 1977. The first anniversary served as an opportunity to call for the release of students

from jail and condemn the violence of the 6" October massacre (Anti-authoritarian Alliance 1977; Athit 1977).

choxx

The situation was better in 1978, when the leading 18 student leaders were released from jail and it was publicly announcement that they were
innocent of the allegation of being communist. From then on campaigns began against state violence, highlighting the death of innocent student activists

on 6" October without referring to or mentioning their leftist ideas and backgrounds.

choxi

The 2™ anniversary at Thammasat University focused on ‘6" October: Bright Thai youngsters forever lost’, ‘The brave: worship the 6" October martyrs’,
etc. (Athit 1978b).

choxxii

The 18 former student prisoners came out to reveal their experience of the violence that day (Sutham 1979a; Sutham 1979b; Sutham 1979c; Sutham
1979d). By the early 1980s, after they had returned from the jungle and as the political climate became more liberal, many Octobrists, especially the 6"

Octobirists, repeatedly condemned the violence of 6" October.

choxiii

For instance, Su Anakhot (Toward the Future), a weekly political journal run by many Octobrists, every year mentioned the massacre and called for

both the ultra-right and extreme left wings who were involved in the violence on 6" October 1976 to take responsibility (Su Anakhot 1981a).

choxiv

At the same time, the reinterpretation of 6" October as a step in the democratisation of Thai politics after 14" October was highlighted. On the 10"
anniversary of 14" October, the 3 years after 14" October was interpreted as the most vibrant democratic period in Thai history. But this democracy was
ended by violence perpetrated by a right wing government against students and other working class people who played leading roles in defending
democracy on 6" October 1976 (Matuphoom Raiwan 1983a; Matuphoom Raiwan 1983c).

chooxv

Despite these efforts during the 1980s to reposition 6" October, most 6" Octobrists were still not able to unify and recover from their public reputation
as leftists.

choovi

The process of institutionalising the democratic and moral elements of 6" October became genuinely rooted after the 20" anniversary in 1996.

clxxxvii
(first secretary general of the Student Centre of Thailand in 1974, is currently a world-class scholar and Professor of History at the University of

Wisconsin at Madison.)

choxviii

The turning point was a campaign initiated by Thongchai Winichakul, a leading figure during the 6" October incident, calling for a revision of the
history of 6" October and claiming back public space for the 6" Octobrists.

choxix

Open letters to his 6" Octobrist friends and countless public talks and writings before the 20" year anniversary inspired and reunited many 6"
Octobrists.

cxe

Thongchai argued that the history of 6" October 1976 was a tragedy which both the Thai authorities who were involved in the violence (MR 1995) and
the victims had tried to forget. For him, there were three major reasons for the silence among both perpetrators and victims of the massacre.

exci

Firstly, many members of the political elite who had been involved in the conspiracy leading to the killings remained very powerful until at least the late
1990s. Secondly, both perpetrators and victims had ambivalent feelings of self-doubt and a sense of moral dilemma. Those responsible for the violence
tried to distance themselves from the painful memory as they were later questioned and blamed by society as perpetrators of mass killings; the victims
were accused of being communists, the cause of chaos, and a danger to ‘Nation, Religion and Monarchy’.

cxcii

Also many of those who later joined the CPT returned home with no pride in their past radicalism, but with suffering, guilt and grief instead.
“! Lastly, there was no pre-existing discourse of ‘state violence’ in the Thai historical perspective. It was hard to place the 6" October massacre in a
historical context. Under the idea of a unified nation under a benevolent monarch, a massacre by the state was an alien concept (Thongchai 2001, 3-5).
““¥ Thongchai called for a ‘war of memory’ over the 6" October incident at both the structural and individual levels to overcome these problems and re-
establish the history of 6" October.

“® At the structural level, annual celebrations and commemorations of 6" October must be carried on to institutionalise the memory in the long term. At the
individual level, Thongchai encouraged victims to stand up and reveal their painful memories (NS 2001).

> At the 25" year anniversary in 2001, Thongchai appealed for a revision of the history of 6" October and for the October generation to pay attention to
the stories of ‘little’ people, the victims and their relatives. Many other Octobrists called for publication of the pictures of mutilated corpses on 6" October
(Makdawan 2001; KS 2001e).

cxevii

Not every 6" Octobrist agreed with this inclusive idea and process of moralising 6" October as proposed by Thongchai Winichakul.
“e Kasian Tejapira (1996, 70-74) outlined three major contesting streams of ideas in redefining and constructing this history. Firstly, the broad and
inclusive 6" October history proposed by Thongchai tried to energise a new meaning of 6" October hero and ‘idealist’ without mentioning ideology (Kasian
1996, 68). Kasian argued that in doing so, Thongchai diminished and blurred the leftist elements, ideologies and identity of the 6" Octobrists in order to
create a broad common value. This process aimed to extend the alliances of the 6" October commemoration in the wider public.

““*In doing so, Thongchai was well aware of two major problems he wanted to overcome.

“ The first was the political constraint caused by the limited space for leftist ideology and heroes. The second concerned the changes in both the ideas
and social status of former 6 Octobrists, or what Kasian called ‘mindfulness of the turbulent and diverse politico-ideological aftermath of the 6" October
incident’.

However, for Kasian, this is, on the one hand, a strategy for urgently mobilising the power of those who would help to remember the 6" October incident.

On the other hand, it is rather subversive because it attempted to disguise the political conflict between left and right (Kasian 1996, 70-74).
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ccii

Secondly, there was an exclusive meaning of 6" October proposed by Somsak Jeamteerasakul, against the first stream of Thongchai. For Somsak,
commemorating 6" October was to celebrate and remember student activists who fought for the socialist movement, and in his opinion, the ‘6" October
hero’ was the equivalent to the brave people who are prepared to die for socialist principles.

CcCiii - : , o : o :
The 6 October incident was the most outstanding symbol in Thai society because it was the incident that genuinely

demonstrates the beliefs and ideology of the student activists and people and the struggle to advocate socialist principles.

This was different from 14" October [1973] and May 1992'.

ceiv

Somsak’s strategy was not to expand alliances but to remember 6" October correctly. For him, it was better not to remember than remember
incorrectly.

°“ Thirdly, there was the idea of a debatable radical history of 6" October proposed by Kasian Tejapira himself. He agreed neither with Thongchai
Winichakul in ignoring the socialist elements of 6" October nor with Somsak Jeamteerasakul on what Kasian argued was a rigid and unsophisticated

perspective toward socialist elements inside the 6" October movement.

cevi

He instead firstly argued that the 6" Octobrist movement was neither consolidated under the guidance of ‘the CPT" nor under the broader definition of
the western ‘socialist’ movement. For him, the 6" October movement was defined as a ‘Thai socialist movement which was formulated through three main

contesting ideological streams: the anti-government movement, Maoism and the 1960s Thai left.

covii

Conflicts broke out among these three different streams when all came under the CPT. Kasian further argued that amidst this process they even
formulated not only ‘October socialism’ but also ‘October nationalism’ (Kasian 1996, 68-69 and 80-82). 6" October is therefore a history of contesting

ideological movements.

ceviii

During the debates among these three approaches, the broad and inclusive approach of Thongchai Winichakul became dominant and was influential
in the process of repositioning the history of 6" October. At the structural level, most leftist elements abated. Liberal and moderate progressive ideas were

integrated into the process.

ceix

The official legacy and declarations were reconstructed through a rhetoric of peace, freedom, democracy, ethics, social responsibility, social justice,

etc. (20'h Anniversary of 6th October Preparation Committee 1996; Boonlert 1996).

cox

The whole celebration was overwhelmed by statements, seminars, exhibitions, etc., which portrayed the 6" October incident as a history of the student

movement fighting for social justice and democracy by peaceful means but suppressed by violence from the Thai state.

coxi

For example, an installation of more than a hundred pieces of art was arranged under the theme ‘Spirit of 6" October’ with a statement by the National
Artist Alliance of Thailand (MR 1996; Penchan 2003).

coxii

Moreover, it emphasised how the progressive lesson of 6" October contributed to Thai politics.

coxiii

A series of seminars integrated all kinds of topics including state violence, political hatred in Thai society, mob and state, green politics, Buddhism and
political crises, and political violence in Thai society, some of which were relevant to 6" October and socialism and some not.

“*¥ At the individual level, the example of Thongchai’s angry testimony of his firsthand experience of violence on the football field at Thammasat University
and the loss of many lives in front of his own eyes was powerful and inspiring (MR 2000a; NS 2001; Thongchai 1996a; Thongchai 1996b).

> Subsequently, many other 6" Octobrists lined up to write memoirs of their untold stories as victims of state violence in the form of books, newspaper
articles and personal online memoirs (Pichit 2009; Sarakadee 1996, 161-163; Sucheera 2003).

For instance, the students involved in the play which was claimed to be an act of Iése majesté and was a trigger for right-wing violence on 6" October,

came out to relate their own story to the public (Sukhum 1996a).

coxvii

There were four major consequences of this success. Firstly, in the historical context, the leftist image of the 6" Octobrists was diminished. Its historical
status was treated like other ‘idealist’ people’s movements.

' By the 1990s, more and more intellectuals started referring to 6" October as the equivalent of the 1932 transition to a constitutional monarchy and the
14" October movement (Prachatai 2008). Above all, the 6" Octobrists became known and remembered by younger generations to the same degree as the
14" Octobrists.

“**In a survey conducted by Thamrongsak Petchlert-anan and his team of 136 subjects in three universities (Thammasat, Silapakorn and Rangsit) x on
their perception of 14" October 1973, 6" October 1976, and May 1992 (Thamrongsak 2010),

> it was clear that the democratic historical version of 14" October was rooted among the public. Nearly 80 percent were aware of its history and nearly
100 percent viewed it either as a democratic movement or an anti-authoritarian movement.

“* At the same time, the process of repositioning 6" October and giving prominence to the democratic version of the event had made some progress.
Even though less than half of the respondents knew the historical background of 6" October, nearly 95 percent of those who were confident to talk about
its history described it as a continuation of 14" October, calling for democracy from an authoritarian regime and opposing violence against innocent
students who were accused by an authoritarian government of communism. Only 7 persons referred to communist elements among these students.

coxxii

Source: Modified from survey results of Thamrongsak Petchlert-anan on ‘Future of 6" October 2008
" Secondly, the transformation of the image of 6" Octobrists from the painful experience of being seen as extreme leftists to being viewed as defenders
of democracy was welcomed more and more by 6" Octobrists themselves, especially those who had earlier refused to join any commemoration (20"

Anniversary of 6th October Preparation Committee 1996; Boonlert 1996; MR 1996).
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coxxiv

Many felt that they no longer needed to hide their own backgrounds as part of the history of 6" October. In Thongchai Winichakul's speech for the
celebration of 25" anniversary of 6" October, he argued that the success of the 20" anniversary helped to eliminate the uncomfortable context that had
haunted his generation for years and years. All preparations and activities before and during the celebrations allowed space for Octobrists to tell their own
stories (NS 2001).

“*' Thirdly, this success also welcomed new non-6" Octobrists into the celebrations and the historical repositioning process. For example, the chair of the
Coordinating Committee of the 20" Anniversary of 6" October was Gothom Ariya, a non-6" Octobrist liberal and human rights advocate.

" The fund-raising dinner talks for the 6" October celebrations were organised on the broad topic of ‘collective action for new politics’. The key speakers
were Anand Panyarachun, Prawes Wasi and Thirayuth Boonmee. And the event was broadcast through various national and cable TV channels including
Channel 9, Thai Sky TV, and ITV. In the same vein, at the 30" and 31 anniversary celebrations, more and more non-6" Octobrist public figures were
invited including Saneh Jamarik, Apirak Kosayothin (Bangkok Governor from the Democrat Party), and other luminaries.

> Lastly, many tangibly successful landmark projects were also conceived. With the support and collaboration of all parties, the 6" Octobrists
successfully convinced Thammasat University to construct a 6" October monument at its auditorium, and created a ‘Martyrs’ Monument’ at Chulalongkorn
University (NS 2000; Vipa n.d.).

e A commission to reinvestigate the victims of the 6" October incident was set up and launched an independent report to contest the official history.
The ‘6" October Martyr Fund’ was also set up as along with campaigns appealing for compensation from the government for the families of those who had
lost their lives (Penchan 2003; LWN 2003a).

> Besides reframing the 14" and 6" October histories in ‘democratic’ and ‘moralistic’ terms, the former activists also successfully normalised their leftist
histories and leftist ideological legacy, cultural objects and icons. In doing so they made a legend of their lives as communists in the jungle and realigned
their 1970s leftist ideas with other liberal ideas and figures.

“** From the 1990s onward, countless interviews, books, films, plays and articles about the stories and experiences of the Octobrists both before and
during their time with the CPT in the jungle were published. But rather than revising and focusing on their leftist socialisation and ideological debates,
nearly all these historical records contained four major messages which all appeared to support the process of normalising their leftist ideas and identity
from their history in the 1970s and 1980s.

> First of all, the history of leftist socialisation through cell units and CPT domination among radical students between 1973 and 1976 was replaced by a
claim to be self-organised and independent of the CPT, with their radicalism influenced by the vibrant political situation before and after the 14" October
victory for democracy.

" The explanations of why and how they joined the CPT were dominated by stories of bright students who were forced by state violence and injustice to
join the armed struggle with the CPT after 6" October 1976. These messages concealed the reality of the many connections they had had with the CPT
long before 6" October as well as stories of students who had yearned to join the CPT for some time (Warasan Phleng Lae Dontri 2002; Prasarn 2003, 60).
e secondly, their 1980s public image as militant communists and guerrilla fighters was romanticised and they were now portrayed as innocent and
dedicated students working for the underprivileged and democracy. Countless interviews, books, articles, documentaries, films, websites and plays about
their romantic life and daily struggles were produced and re-produced.

> Bandit Jansrikham in the Nation Sutsapda (Nation Weekend) actively promoted many new columns written by former comrades about their lives in
the jungle. He himself also wrote many articles about the history of that period.

¥ Furthermore, the mushrooming annual celebrations in the revolutionary bases, the skeleton-collecting activities, and the construction of monuments
commemorating the dead, mainly focused on cultural activities and made heroes of those who died in the jungle during the armed struggle.

e More former comrades in the cities were attracted to join these nostalgia-packed commemoration trips and events which included the recounting of
romantic memories, celebrations and the construction of monuments to the dead, charitable activities for poor comrades, concerts of revolutionary songs,
and adventure trips back to remote revolutionary bases.

2 Thirdly, stories of disappointment with and antipathy toward the CPT were highlighted. The CPT were depicted as Chinese-dominated, authoritarian
and orthodox Maoists (Caravan 2000, 32-33).

e Students were portrayed as innocent patriots fighting for social justice and democracy, who were forced to join the CPT for lack of any other option
and who were disappointed with the corrupt and undemocratic culture of the CPT.

2 Kasian Tejapira’s writings showed his great frustration with Chinese domination over the party which alienated him from the core structure of the CPT
in spite of his respect toward many of its members (Kasian 2001b).

> Surachai Jantimatorn, a prominent 14" October student activist singer, showed respect for his tribal comrades in their long history of rebellion against
the Thai even before joining the CPT, but argued against the CPT’s claim of success in radicalising these people (1985a, 19).

> The success in retelling these stories concealed the dedication of many CPT members, the sympathy that other former student activists had for the CPT
even after leaving the jungle, and above all the problems for the CPT created by students which later partly caused its decline.

oot Lastly, many celebrations embraced the non-leftist status of Octobrists and non-leftist figures in order to tone down and legitimise their leftist militant
histories. Many Octobrist politicians were invited to act as chairpersons in ceremonies at the revolutionary base sites.

i Adisorn Piengket, then Deputy Minister of Science and Technology, was the chairperson at a merit-making ritual in 1997 for those who lost their lives
during battles at Phusang revolutionary base (NS 1997a).

¥ |n 2006 and 2007, General Surayud Chulanont, a member of the Privy Council and Prime Minister (2006-2008), whose father, Comrade Khamtan, was
a 1950s communist soldier, was invited to chair the opening ceremony of the ‘People’s History’ building, ‘Mong-Lauo’ tribal museum, and Solidarity
Monument at the former revolutionary base at Phu Payak, Nan Province.

cexlv

The speech given by Surayud about his father, a great Thai soldier, who was forced to join the CPT because of his disagreement with the authoritarian

Phibun Songkhram regime, helped to legitimise the militant background of these students (NS 2006a).
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cexlvi

Besides romanticising their communist history, the Octobrists also successfully normalised their leftist image and cultural legacy.

cexlvii

They selectively dropped leftist elements and then linked their reputations as former leftists with other non-leftist ideas and figures, so that they then
appeared in a more favourable light as merely progressive and radical liberal.

cexlviii

Firstly, in term of ideas, in recounting their leftist socialisation, most prominent former student activists claimed that the initial ideological source of their

activism was not socialist and they were only later forced to convert to leftist approaches.

cexlix

They also argued that they had already abandoned leftist ideas and turned to liberal and other moderate approaches.
' For example, Pirun Chatwanitchakul, a leading leftist mentor among radical students who joined the CPT at a very early stage, recast his story, saying
that his political activism had been leavened by liberal and democratic ideas. However, he was berated for being a communist (Pirun, interview by author,
2 February 2007, Bangkok).

oct Similarly, Thirayuth Boonmee argued that three ideological streams influenced his initial political activities including western progressive ideas, social
volunteerism and self-searching during his time at the university. Although he admitted that he was committed to Marxism and other leftist ideas before 6"
October and during his time with the CPT, he claimed that he abandoned these extreme views and turned back to his original roots in rational Buddhism

which he had learned when he was young (Siam Post 1993).

cclii

Secondly, the Octobrists succeeded in converting their earlier leftist cultural objects including leftist and revolutionary songs and literature, into ‘songs

and literature for life’.

ccliii

They organised countless revolutionary music concerts. However, these events were treated as cultural and historical commemorations rather than as
cultural tools for potentially revitalising radicalism. The concerts and music performances were frozen in a historical time capsule. For instance, patterns of
performance were apparently kept in the original, singers marched out in red star military uniforms and everything was decorated with red flags and yellow

stars.

ccliv

To diminish the leftist public image of their earlier literature, it was either leavened with other non-left material or reproduced in the name of the 14" or
6" Octobrists.

cclv

Tthey also successfully re-identified leftist literature during the 1960s and 1970s as a part of the development of the progressive Thai literature
movement which had begun in the 1950s including the ‘peace revolution’, and the progressive journalists’ campaign against the authoritarianism of Phibun
Songkhram (Editorial team 1998).

cclvi

Furthermore, to legitimise their history, several publishing houses run by Octobrists, including the Khosit (Proclaim) and Saithan (Stream) publishing

houses, reproduced countless pieces of radical literature, especially those on the list of the 100 books banned during the 1970s.

cclvii

In doing so, they argued that banning leftist literature during the 1970s was damaging to Thai wisdom and the intellectual environment (Monsikul 1997).

cclviii

The 14" Octobrist generation established the 14" October Academic Institute’ to revive the literature which had influenced their generation, a set of
the 30 most influential works.

cclix

By the mid 1990s, they were relatively successful in mainstreaming these into Thai society.
A major landmark came when many influential 1970s books were included in an official and popular list of the 100 ‘must read’ books for Thais, as a
result of many prominent Octobrist academics and writers being members of the selection committee.
™ Moreover, their new status helped to erase their leftist reputation. The image of Seksan Prasertkul, Thirayuth Boonmee, etc., as leftist writers gradually
faded away after they were named as National Artists in Literature, a conservative and conventional award granted by the Ministry of Culture (MS 1993a).
oo Thirdly, in diluting their leftist elements, they infused and integrated their leftist icons with liberal thinkers and ideas.
cclxiii

a liberal-monarchist intellectual in the 1960s, was the most important point of access to networks and support from the liberal-royalist intellectual
elite. Due to his upper middle-class family connections, education and activities in England, and his prominent reputation upon his return as a social critic
and writer, Sulak became a bridge among different groups of people (Anderson and Mendiones 1985, 26; Morell and Chai-anan 1981, 139-140). The
Parithatsan Sewana (Dialogue Review) group which he founded became a forum where 1970s activists regularly met and exchanged political and social
concerns and mobilised political support from progressive intellectuals and the elite.

cclxiv
was one of the most prominent liberal intellectuals and technocrats in Thailand. Puey was a member of the Free Thai Movement during World

War Il. He was then Governor of the Bank of Thailand for 12 years, Dean of the Faculty of Economics and then Rector of Thammasat University in Bangkok.
In 1965, he was awarded the Magsaysay prize in the field of public service.

cclxv

On the one hand, they highlighted liberal royalist and liberalist thinkers as their influential icons during the 1970s. Sulak Sivarak and Puey Ungpakorn

were prominent examples.

cclxvi

At the 20" anniversary of 14" October, Thirayuth Boonmee argued he was inspired by western progressive ideas through Sulak and social

volunteerism ideas through Puey (Siam Post 1993).

cclxvii

Thai leftist thinkers of the 1950s also replaced the earlier dominant picture of the CPT.

cclxviii

However, the process was far from straightforward.
oehix Many leftists of the 1950s intelligentsia were re-appraised as merely progressive intellectuals. Even though the 14" and 6" Octobrists were influenced
by many other radical ideas, such as western liberal and leftist thinking, the significance of Marxism and Maoism among Octobrists was toned down and

the role of Thai leftists was promoted.
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celxx celxx

From the early 1980s onward, the biography, songs and literature of Jit Phumisak ™" were again reproduced. But this time, Jit was distanced from the
CPT. His participation and connection with the CPT was defused. The focus was more on his rebellious behaviour during his life as a student at
Chulalongkorn University and his intellectual contribution as a Thai thinker and political hero in Thai politics and literature for life (Athit 1978a).

™! Countless events celebrating the life of Jit Phumisak were organised and supported by both former activists and other non-left and liberal intellectuals.
Chanwit Kasetsiri played a vital role in establishing the Jit Phumisak Trust as a means to popularise Jit literature and songs with little mention of his
relationship with the CPT (MS 2009).

ocbodt Similarly, the political contribution of Pridi Banomyong toward Thai democratisation and radicalism was emphasised. In 2000, Sulak Sivarak and many
Octobrists acted as main sponsors of the 100" anniversary of Pridi Banomyong.

ool Rather than promoting socialist elements in his political work and the connections between Pridi and the CPT and CCP, his biography highlighted
mainly his role in the 1932 democratic transition, the Free Thai movement (seri thai or khana thai isara) during World War II, and the establishment of
Thammasat University.

" sawanee Liminon mentioned Pridi Banomyong as the leader of the Free Thai movement rather than as a leftist thinker (MR 2000b) in a book published
by the 14" October foundation for the 11" Children’s Art Exhibition ‘Democracy is the Heart of Peace’ (The 14" October Foundation 2003).

o The genuine success of the Octobirists in reviving and regaining their political status was the result not so much of their efforts to ‘democratise’ and
‘normalise’ their 1970s leftist history, but of institutionalising themselves with the new identity of ‘Octobrist’. There were three parallel processes involved
here.

R The turning point started in 1996, when Seksan Prasertkul, a former 14" October student, conined this term during his talk for the 20" anniversary of
6" October 1976. The initial intention was to use this term as means in lessening gap and reconciliating ideological and historical conflicts between the 14"
and 6" October generations. He pointed out that the ‘Octobrist’ represented the whole 1970s student activists (Harnsak ?2??, 70-71)

‘| [Seksan Prasertkul] am the one who coined the term of ‘Octobrist’ in 1996 during my special talk for commemoration of 20" year of 6" October. My
intention was to lessen gap between 14" and 6" October generations. At that time, | did not know that it would became process in branding our generation
and creating new collective pride among us, in quoted in Harnsak Sea-gno, ‘In the movemem Pursuing: Courage in fighting for goodness for society, pp.
70-1 [mmﬁnm i n “IuﬁQﬁuLﬂﬂ@uiuﬁ ‘lummmmﬂm” mumu mmm@mwemmmmw]

‘Octobrist’ Seksan Wmmmm “ﬂumaumm" Nm’adl,ﬂuﬁuﬂmmumum‘luﬂ W.A 2539 mmﬂmmmfimlui@mmmu 201 66A1 2619ﬂi30ﬁummﬁmlm
ﬂmﬂmu‘ﬂ’am’]ﬂnmmmmqﬁum 14UaL 66AN me@ﬂ’mmu‘m u'ad'| mmﬂu@uuu\mummﬂu
Nuuﬂiummem’amuuimﬂmtlLﬂuﬁﬁ’aﬂﬂmﬂ@ﬂ’mwmﬂul‘ﬂlﬁﬂnﬂmuwmm mumnmamLﬂummumwmuuuwummumﬂnulﬂ

Lmﬂ’anummm N@mimumummmﬂu’ai‘fmmﬂuunM@qmd’amdu@ﬂm’Wmuuﬂ’aan’aw%u’a%mmmﬂi:mi‘ 1lsznisusn A19n “ﬁum’auﬂm” mdﬁmﬂijqq
soiulivesey “Feudy eflitiomilont Tnsemzauiundeiianingnisilfiveniuusniaguiagnadoresauguns VenllAdiunminéiilazes
winsnllul 25161u 2519

Usznnssiean Ausdiudnduliesaudetaninfeusn fdn “puiieunan” uenlfusfiunaespusuamitlulssmelng uwildlfesuadnunsiniuetuazie
lFuenanmeasanluauneu wesnuuLwiiReduiaRRazadaiy udlaqiiu “audeuren” fldddufesmilausuauell wnf‘iuf:m"\imﬂrhummqm
ungasanunasse 11 ldlEdnusdnu “ﬁumfaumm” Fenu ‘WmmI,meu'aLLmﬂﬂ’a’afaﬂTﬂLﬂuﬁuumm@umm uﬂmimmm’aumm ummmi‘mfaumm 1in
ﬁiﬂmm’aumm ﬂimnim@umm mi:rmﬂim’aumm L’amimm’aumm m’al,l,mimwmniﬂm'aumm 0 Lmmemmmummm\im‘ﬂwmei’mﬂummn
umwmﬂ‘mwmmmq ﬂxﬂum’ﬂdLﬂ?;lmﬂ']’]ml,ﬂﬂﬂﬁdﬂﬂﬂﬂluLi’ﬂdu’Aﬁl"iWﬂm@’aﬂ’ﬂu m’mﬂiwwqmmmummﬂm@mﬂﬂa

Quoted in ‘mmﬁﬂm uléa “luﬂQWuLﬂ@@uiuq "Lumwmmuim" AUAU: nmmamwamv‘mwmm pp. 70 -1

ochot Firstly, ‘Octobrist’ was used to embrace both the 14" and 6" October generations into the ‘1970s generation’. The earlier differences and conflicting
ideologies were reduced and blurred both among themselves and in the public eye.

" Both the 14" and 6" Octobrists started calling themselves, and being called, ‘Octobrists’ rather than being treated differently and separately. Many
activities, institutes, websites, monuments etc., were constituted in the name of the ‘Octobrists’ rather than specifying which October was concerned.
" The outdoor art installation which had been originally intended as a monument for the 6" October incident was instead named the ‘October wall.
Much 1970s leftist literature and music for life was reproduced and renamed as ‘October literature and songs’ rather than with a more specific designation.

celxxx

Secondly, Octobrists used the term ‘Octobrist’ in distinguishing themselves from other generations.

celxxxi

On the one hand, in publicising the existence of their generation, they included other politically active generations, including those involved in the
‘Free Thai’, in May 1992, etc., in their celebrations.

celxxxii

On the other hand, in distinguishing and emphasising the unique and outstanding attributes of the 1970s student activists, they persistently blamed

younger students for being politically inactive and ignorant in comparison with the ‘Octobrists’.

celxxxiii

What they hardly mentioned was that they were actually a minority among their own generation and the political conditions which stimulated their
political radicalism had changed (KT 1999b).

cehxoxxiv

Thirayuth Boonmee and Seksan Prasertkul were the two most prominent figures among them who persistently mentioned their disappointment with
with the low level of political interest and social concern of the younger generation and their addiction to consumerism (Prida and Thongtem 2003, 66;
Kamol et al. 2003 p. 31; Seksan 1994).

ochooes Lastly and most importantly, the term of ‘Octobrist’ successfully enhanced and supported the process of democratising their leftist background and
history.

cehoovi

The concept of ‘Octobrist” helped to enhance the harmonious picture of the 14" and 6" October incidents as a continuing effort of the people to

protect democracy from authoritarian regimes.

cehxooxvii

In brief, the broad term ‘Octobrist’ helped to integrate 6" October into the successful democratic history of 14" October.
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cehooxviii

Countless stories related the 14" October movement as a successful movement against authoritarianism and the 6" October incident as a landmark
in the continuing fight against ongoing inequality and a corrupt political structure (Testimony of many Octobrists in Sarakadee 1996, 133-174; Seksan
2009).

celxoxxix

In his public talk on the 27" anniversary commemorating 14" October in 2001, Seksan Prasertkul called their generation ‘October warriors’ in the

battle for democracy who kindled hope for the entire nation, as well as rescuing national pride and dignity (Seksan 2001).

cexe

Through the 1990s, the Octobrists successfully recovered a political identity and regained acceptance from the public through three parallel

processes.

cexci

Firstly, their efforts in democratising and moralising the history of 14" and 6" October were successful. Secondly, they succeeded in normalising their
leftist backgrounds both before and during their time with the CPT. Lastly, the construction and institutionalisation of the term of ‘Octobrist: democratic

fighter’ prevailed as their new identity.

cexcii

Under the grim conditions of the ‘Second Cold War’ and continuing military influence in Thai politics in the 1980s, most student activists discontinued

their political activities with leftist movements after their return from the armed struggle with the CPT.

cexciii

At the same time, reuniting after the collapse of the CPT was made difficult by the legacy of loose structural networks ; and the internal ideological

conflicts among student activist themselves.

coxciv

In this uncompromising situation, those who still wished to carry on their unfinished radical missions could not persuade others or reconcile the
ideological disagreements among themselves. Most remaining connections and activities were either divisive or apolitical. Gatherings functioned mainly as

alumni reunions rather than as political meetings with a concrete political agenda.

coxev

From the early 1990s, as the Cold War came to an end and political liberalisation began, these Octobrists eventually succeeded in reunifying their

Octobrist networks and regained their prize of the history of the 1970s.

cexevi

However, this time, they re-emerged neither as radical activists nor revolutionary warriors, but instead with the new identity of ‘Octobrist: 1970s

democratic fighter'.

cexevii

In doing so, they democratised the history of 14" and 6" October in parallel with normalising their 1970s leftist historical backgrounds, ideological

legacy, cultural objects and hero idols.

cexeviii

They highlighted democratic and other liberal elements in their 1970s history, and diffused the leftist component with these non-leftist ideological

elements.

coxcix

Concurrently, they triumphed in their efforts to integrate different and conflicting groups of Octobrists into a loose unity under the term ‘Octobrist’, and

institutionalising the new identity of ‘Octobrist’ or 1970s fighters for democracy for their whole generation.

cce

By the mid 1990s, these processes were concretised. The 14" Octobrists utilised the political asset of the success of 14" October people’s movement
in blurring their leftist elements, while the 6" Octobrists recovered from being a lost generation by turning into fighters for democracy working side by side
with the 14" Octobrist generation.

ceci

The public no longer viewed the 14" and 6" October histories as leftist but rather as the path to democracy of contemporary Thai history.

ccii

More and more non-leftists joined the celebrations and utilised this history in promoting democracy and liberal ideas.
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