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THATLAND
FURTIER NELS ABOUT TUE TRIAL QF THE WHANGKOK 18

In the circular of 20 October, I mentioned that the vonue of the trial was-
said to have chonged. The trial is now taking place in the Arry Qu-rtermaster.
Department in Pallwret, Nonthaburi Province. The latest hearing of the trial
took place on 17 Nove:ber having been postponed from the previous date set
for the hearings, 7 Octobor. It is thought that tho court roomn was moved
te Pakkrét, a town not for north of Bangkok, in order to try tp dispel tle
intense pnblie interest that wae shown at the enrly hearings in Bangkok itself.
A report in the Guardian of 18 Noverber suggests that the public interost in

e

the trial has not been suppressed:

"Diplomats from six foreign countries, including the US, Isrsel and

West Germany, werce omong 300 peoyle wio attended the oponing trial of

18 university students charged with troason yesterday.  Another 3,000
checred and vaved flowers and flogs undor canvas morquees or the ground
cutside an army depot where the uilitary tribunal wns being held. A
three-nan vilitary court conducted the procoedings. The 18 were arrested
efter fighting ot Dangliok's Thammesat University last Octobor

when at Ieast 42 people were killed - URPT"

Purther details ahout tho preparations for the procecdings appeared in +the

gﬁ“; BBC Summary of World Droadeasts 14 Noverber:
-

"Sccurity avcunpoionts for "Gth October” trial (Text) A necting of

nmilitary officers, policerien and civilions was held on 10 Novenber at the °
Ministry of Interior to nap out seeurity neasurss toe be inposed during

the triels of the 6th Octobar 1976 cases. which ape scheduled for

17 and 2% November.. The trigls are s’ Tty talke place openly

at a temporary courthouse in.the coupc o the quarteriaster }
departuent, Pokkret, Nonthaburi Province: Sinece the courtroom can
acconodinte only 350 persons, a public addiess systen will be. installed.

to enable about 5000 people or more outside the courtrani to fallay tb.
heording,  Thi. inloawalion nas cone fron the Deputy UndcrrSecretary.pf .
State for the Interior,. Mr Chamnnong Thephatendin Na -Ayuttheya: - Acbordingﬁm‘_‘
to the Deputy Under-Sceretary of State, cach person who wants to listen- T
to the court trinl will have his udentity card checked first before ovbtaining
a special pass to entor the courtroon. None of then will be allewed to

talk with the defendants, he said, Tinally, he added that during the

hearirg strict sccurity ncasures will be inposed - no tapo recording,

photo talking cr filuing will be allowed; he said. {Dangkok hone servige

in Bnglish 000t gnt 12 Nevember 1977)1




Recomner. sed Actions

1. The groups should still folleow the recorended actiocns outlined in the
last circulsr of 20 October. In addition those groups whose prisoners are
on trinl (sce list below) should write to the court judges ot Fakkret
asking for further deteils about the charges ngainst the prisoners and
urging that the trial procced quickly and that the defendants be perritted
legal counsel in the court. Since we are not certain that the some
pilitary judges will be conducting the trial at Pokkret as had been in
Dangkok wé suggest that groups nddress their letters in the following way:

Military Judge
Headquarters of the Quartoruaster Depurtnent
Pakkret

Nonthaburi Province - £

Thoiland

List of the defendants ond the AL groups who are investigating their casgs:

Anupongsce Pongsuwon MNetherlands 121
Apinaon Buahapakdee Sweden 50

Arcn Pongpangon Nethorlands 241
Arthakarn Oopathonpskul — Horway 29 :
Kongsak Arsaphok - Ush 108

Mahin Thanboonpeisl Gornany 60

Orisa Iyarawonyawuthra Dennark. 8
Brophon Wangsiriphithak  G.D. 73

Prayong- Akléarabovorn © Gerpany 50

Hiss Sangium Janedusng  GuB. 132

Serce Sirinupongse Dennark 42

Bonsak Iamtherasaleul Sweden 2086
~ Suchart Phutcharasoravuth Conada 12 . ‘ .
Suchira Tanchainanth Gornony 180 . - Lo Ei:)
Surnchort Banrungsul: Dennark 15 "
Suthan Sacngprathwl G.D. 62 .

Thongchai. Winitchalul Gernany 587

Viroj Tungwonich USA 37

Ye suprest thot sroups.within a certain country try to coordinate their activities
on behalf of the prisomers on trial adopted in. that country (for example . '
G.B. 132, 73 dnd G2} and that if possiblo one of the above 18 groups offers’

to act as # coordinator for oll the groups working on these cases. If oy
group feels they can undertalke theé task of ceordinating the work of oll 18-
groups, -please would thoy lci ite know within the next few wecks. "The job would
cntatl distributing information about the trisl, suggesting further initiatives
that might be undertakon by the groups and s0 on. o .

For your infdfmation :; Aﬁart'froml¥he 18 investigation ca?eé shove, AI_haé'
token up thio cases of 12 other Thai detoinces.. e o S
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