Uprisings for extra
reading only

Decision after talks with relatives of
victims

Accounts of the Oct 14, 1973, Oct 6, 1976, and May 17, 1992
uprisings will be published for secondary school extra-curricular
reading.

Somsak Prisanananthakul, a deputy education minister, said
yesterday the accounts would be covered to educate students
about the development of democracy since the change from
absolute monarchy in 1932.

Mr Somsak's comment came after talks with relatives of victims.
The relatives said the events were better incorporated for outside
reading than for the mainstream study as the issue may be difficult
to understand.

Amorn Amornrattananond, deputy secretary-general of the
Campaign for Democracy, said the ministry should make clear the
education level the books are intended for. The exercise, he said,
would show the authorities' commitment to educational reform.

Mr Somsak said historical events marking major social, economic
and political changes are emphasised in primary and secondary
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Pongpaiboon, the poet and scholar, would be puEliéhed this year.
The ministry would also sponsor special activities to encourage
pupils to research the three turbulent events.
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School text to instil
love of democracy

Poet iaureate's book gives simple account

Ampa Santimetaneedol

An account of the October 14, 1973, uprising being prepared as a
secondary school textbook will not go into details, but will provide an
easily understood overview aimed at instilling a love for demacracy in
the students, the writer said yesterday.

Naowarat Pongpaibul, a Seawrite Award poet, said the easy-to-read
account, full of illustrations and poems, would comprise 10 or more
chapters aimed at the early secondary school level.

Although it would give no details about the people involved in the
uprising, the textbook was aimed at bringing about students'
understanding of the event and its importance, and instilling political
awareness in them.

Mr Naowarat, who was assigned a team of 20-30 academics and
ex-student activists by the Education Ministry in 1994 to write
textbooks about the Seri Thai movement during Worid War ii and the
Oct 14 event, said he had aiready submitted the preface to the October Lo English
14 textbook to the Curriculum and Instruction Development
Department.

The preface would give readers a background of Thai politics under the
democratic regime since 1932, and important events leading to the
Cctlober 14, 1973 uprising, he said.




atthe time.
He said the call for a review of the history of October 14 was different
and separate fram his textbook. Without a correct history, misleading

acts could occur and continue to create trouble, such as the military
honour given to FM Thanom by the prime minister.

"Such a book would have to be analytical and is not appropriate for
early secondary school. It should be for late secondary school or for
university level," Mr Naowarat said.

Any government which embarked on a review of the October 14 history
would need to have a democratic conscience.

"The democratic conscience that you get from being part of the fight on
October 14, 1973, is quite different from the conscience of politicians
who did not join the fight. Those who fought have another levei of
democratic conscience. October 14 is very important to the country
and Thai youth must learn about it," Mr Naowarat said.
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PROFILE / NAOWARAT PONGBAIBOON

Setting down the
record

The man chosen to write the high school
textbook on the events of Oct 14, 1973
when student-led activists toppled the
country's military rulers was himself a
participant, albeit on the fringe,
althoughhe now sees himself as neutral.

Supawadee Susanpoolthong

N aowarat Pongbaiboon, the winner of the 1980 Seawrite Award
for poetry, has had his name in the newspaper headlines again in
recent weeks after he was selected to author a textbook for early
secondary schools detailing the Oct 14, 1973 uprising.

The reports have attracted unduly broad attention after Chuan
Leekpai, the prime minister, came in for some heavy flak when he
chose to approve an army recommendation for Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn, the prime minister and leader of the junta in
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angry and have demanded an apology from Mr Chuan, who

approved the appointment 1n his capacity as defence minister.

A LAANANSL T

Weekly

The protesters also have demanded that the government set the
record straight on exactly what took place in the days surrounding
the Oct 14 uprising and include it in school textbooks. This
demand has met with both support and opposition.

The prime minister has stood steadfast in refusing to apologise for
approving FM Thanom's appointment, which continues to cause
unease. And so many are hoping Mr Naowarat's decision to

provide details of the incident in a school textbook will help ease Special
the distress. We Care
Street Art

The Seawrite awardee was asked in 1994 by Adisorn Piengket,
the deputy minister for education at the time, and the Curriculum
and Instruction Development Department to help include details
of the activities of the Seri Thai resistance movement during
World War Two and the Oct 14 uprising in school curriculums.

Back Issues

Company
Historians, scholars in other disciplines, writers and participants in Serwcgs‘
the events were approached. The events surrounding Oct 14 were SubSCfiptlons
to be included in a textbook for early secondary school pupils Advertising
while details of the Seri Thai movement were for more advanced
studies. Mr Naowarat was chosen to handle the Oct 14 uprising. Annual
: Report

He said recently: "I think they selected me for this job because I
am neutral. The textbook will not be biased towards any side.
They might have studied my works before making a decision."Mr
Naowarat said he had completed a draft of the textbook and
would submit it soon to the Curriculum and Instruction
Development Department.

The account will not go into too much detail, but will just provide
an easy-to-understand overview aimed at encouraging a love of
democracy in young readers.

" The student movements had a leading role in this incident," said
Mr Naowarat, "so 1 have tried to focus on the point that people of
the same age as the readers participated in politics and young
people sacrificed their lives and spirit for democracy."Mr

Naowarat said the government needed to set straight the historical
E Een Bl 4 o ilin Fient 4immo tha Thai nennle
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those who joined the fight.

"There is no need to ask Oct 14 people what democracy is
because they know well and have a strong political
conscience."Mr Naowarat went on to reject the claim by some
people in power that the writing of a textbook on the Oct 14
uprising was a confirmation of historical accounts of what took
place. He said the record still needed to be put to the test.

"He (a clear reference to a statement by Education Minister Panja
Kesornthong that events surrounding Oct 14 should be allowed to
rest until all those involved are no longer with us) should not
claim that a review of historical accounts is only possible after the
death of all involved. History is always history. World War Two is
part of world history and the historical accounts have been
verified.

"Why should we have to wait until everyone involved in the war is
dead?"Mr Naowarat said the Oct 14 uprising had had a major
impact on the development of his thinking and work.

"Without Oct 14, I would have had nothing to write about and my
work would have stuck to things like breezes or sunlight. But
after I took part in those events, it was like T was reborn.

"If we know who we are working for and understand this, we will
have a political conscience."Mr Naowarat, 59, won the Seawrite
Award in 1980 for a book of his collected poems, Mere
Movement. He has been named a national artist and the
Rattanakosin Period's poet and was awarded with the Sri Burapa
Prize, a major award presented to writers.

Several of his poems have been translated into different languages
and his books have been approved by the Education Ministry as
supplementary reading.

Mr Naowarat's works covering the Oct 14 uprising include Arthit
Thueng Chan and Mere Movement, both collected works.

Most of his work before Oct 14 was poems involving nature and
love. These include his first book of poetry, Kham Yaad.
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According to Mr Naowarat, he memorised many poems even
before he was able to read.

"In such a rural area, there were few toys to play with and not
many places to go. So books were my best friends.

"My favourite place was a likae theatre. That was my
childhood " After completing early secondary school, Naowarat
continued his studies at Thaweethaphisek School in Bangkok.

He enrolled in Thammasat University's faculty of law in 1959, but
his life was shattered soon after when his parents divorced.

"It was so bad. It was the worst situation for me.

"But T was lucky. I fled to stay with my friend at Wat Bovorn
Niwes and found two books on dharma which later changed my
life. One was Phra Buddhadasa's Phukhao Haeng Withi Buddha
Dharma and the other was Somdej Phra Yarnnasangvorn's
Anapanasati.

"] spent two days and nights reading the books. These two books
brought home an understanding of Buddhism to me. While in
trouble, dharma helped calm me down."After graduating from
university in 1965, Mr Naowarat became a monk and stayed at
Phra Buddhadasa's Suan Mok temple for 10 months.

After that, he worked for two years at Witthayasarn magazine
under editor Sulak Sivarak, writing articles on Buddhism and Zen
practices.

He taught Thai language at the Pattani campus of Prince Songkhla
University for one year and then, in 1973, took a job with
Bangkok Bank where he continues to work.

The Oct 14 uprising took place shortly after he started work
producing the bank's in-house journals, and Mr Naowarat lent his
support by writing songs which reflected the unfolding events for
a folk band, what is known locally as a song-for-life band, called
Chao Phraya.

"The band later split into Kareked and Ton Kla. We played at
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incidents, I also joined the rallies.

"] can say every one of these events gave us new life and
broadened our outlook.

"Now, I hope that at my age I will not have to struggle along
Ratchadamnoen Avenue again," he said.

Mr Naowarat currently is the director of Bangkok Bank's music
centre and contributes a poem each week on local political,
economic and social problems to Daily News newspaper. His
favourite hobby is playing the Thai flute.

The Seawrite Award-winning poet dreams of one day visiting
cach of the Indochinese countries and writing poems detailing
their society, economy and politics as well as the livelihoods of
the local people.
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Postbag
Academics needed

I have followed events regarding the inclusion of the October 14,

1973 ¢vent in school textbooks and I completely agree with tie ‘dea.
However, I cannot help wondering where all the historians in Thailand
have gone as they are very quiet concerning this issue, at least as
reported in the Bangkok Post. Starting with the minisier of education's
controversial definition of history, should it not be the job of the
historians to tell us what should or should not be counted as
history?Besides, I have learned that Khun Naowarat Pongpaiboon has
been assigned to write a book about this event and this surprised me.
Again, shouldn't it be a historian or a panel of people, including
qualified historians who should be assigned to do this job? Khun
Naowarat may be knowledgeable, but I believe that a body of
knowledge should be the result of thorough scholarly-conducted
investigation and research.

A piece of history, particularly that which will be included in a school
curriculum, should not be one's opinion or personal experiences. Khun
Naowarat may argue that he will do his research when writing this
book, but we have to make sure that the content to be included is
acceptable among historians in the academic arena, for Khun
Naowarat himself is not a historian.

I believe that if the Thai contexts are open enough for research and
criticisms (I mean, if academic investigation is not impeded or
obstructed by political or other external influences), the truth about this
historic event will eventually appear, except that Thai historians will
confine themselves to their universities and not investigate this event.

Watana Padgate, Indiana, USA
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SECONDARY school students are about to get a
glimpse into events of the Oct 14, 1973,
democracy uprising, although historians have
warned that the textbook provides no insight into a
tumultuous period of Thai political history.

Students would enjoy the reading, though, as the
text has been written by awarding-winning poet
Naowarat Pongpaiboon.

The uprising happened 26 years ago but debate
rages to this day, focusing on the country's first
popular movement to bring down a dictatorial
regime and on the bloodbath resulting from a
military crackdown executed as protests began to
disperse.

Speculations, including many conspiracy theories,
linger as to what exactly brought down the
powerful military clique and what triggered the
crackdown.

Former student leaders, democracy activists,
academics, former military strongmen and their
descendants, and just about every political
watcher have their own version of the uprising,
pointing an accusing finger at everyone but
themselves for things gone wrong.

For the past decades, books and academic
discourses have been written, trying to put a
democratic transition into perspective. The
Education Ministry has, however, attempted to
explain it all as a "fairest and most impartial"
version of the events.

Naowarat has completed his draft of the 40-page
chronicle of fast-paced, one-week developments
to bring down the dictatorship.

Pending editing by a three-member panel, the
textbook should go into print and be in circulation
this academic year as the recommended reading
of modern history.

Suwit Yodmani, the son-in-law of overthrown
dictator Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn,
historian Charnvit Kasetsiri, and archaeologist
Srisak Vallipodom have been tasked to ensure
factual accuracy.
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student activists leading the'popular movement.

The chapter arrangement is done in accordance
with daily events during the historic week which
transformed the political landscape.

Naowarat's chronicle, starting each chapter with a
poem to encapsulate each day of protests, will
guide readers through tumultuous events from Oct
6 to Oct 15, 1973.

The story began when a group of students and
democracy activists started to distribute leaflets
demanding a constitution and were subsequently
arrested. The account went on to witness how the
increasing number of demonstrators built up in
Thammasat University.

It then followed them out into the Rajdamnoen
Avenue in what was the largest-ever protest
march heading to Government House, recounted
the night-long confrontation between hundreds of
thousands of peaceful protesters and fully-armed
anti-riot forces.

The ending focused on the dispersion of
protesters following the government agreement to
bow to their demands, the sudden military
crackdowns at two protest sites, the ensuing riots
after the suppression, and the casualties and
damages from the bloodbath.

One former student activist who participated in the
Oct 14 uprising commented that the true story
might be revealed only after the death of Thanom.
He said Thanom and people directly involved with
the military crackdown had given their accounts,
but set conditions for the release of their reports of
what had happened.

BY PRAPASRI OSATHANON

The Nation
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Asiaweek, 26:3 (28 Jan. 2000)

'I Didn't Order the Shooting'

The former strongman gives his version

Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn held power in Thailand [}
in 1958 and from 1963 to 1973. Today, while conceding he
may have made mistakes - including being slow to
introduce a promised democratic constitution - he insists
he was not behind the October 1973 shooting of student
protesters in Bangkok. In his home in a quiet street near
the King's palace - a house still in the possession of the
state following confiscation of his assets - Thanom spoke
with Asiaweek Correspondent Julian Gearing. Excerpts:

What specific orders did vou aive to the armv and nalice tn  EEE AT 5.5



ordered it or because Field Marshal Praphat ordered it. When property was burned, when police and soldiers
were getting fired on and dying, the deputy police chief gave permission to the police to defend themselves.

What I have been accused of is absolutely contrary to the facts.

Snipers shot at demonstrators from the rooftops, sparking the major
clashes. Do you have any idea who these people were?

I don't know. They couldn't speak Thai. The way they were dressed, they
couldn't have been students. They were not ordinary people. From their
identification, they came from Bor Kor 333 [a northeast military unit]. So they
may have been mercenaries sent in to create trouble, to stage a coup.

Many people believe that your son, Col. Narong [Kittikachorn - labeled
afterwards as one of the "three tyrants"] was in a helicopter shooting
at protesters. How do you respond to these allegations?

The helicopter was not armed. And he did not have a weapon on him. When he
saw the situation, so many people and small children in there [Thammasat
University grounds], he said [to his men]: "You cannot go in there. This is not
the way to do things.”

A police investigation of your actions found no evidence to support
allegations that you ordered violent action against the protesters. Why
do you think the findings of this investigation, completed in December
1976, were not widely publicized by the press?

I cannot guess why succeeding governments did not disclose the findings. The
police found they did not have enough grounds to place formal charges for the
three of us to go to court. The prosecutor's office agreed with them,
Unfortunately and tragically, this was never disclosed. This is democracy. The
ones who agree are democratic; the ones who disagree or say things others don't
want to hear are absolutely crazy.

Many people view your decade in power as a corrupt dictatorship. How
would you like to be remembered?
People see according to their own glasses. Even if they look at a white shirt, they
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will say it is not white. They are influenced by the color of the glass. I would like people to remember me for
what I was - a man who was trying to work honestly and hard for his country, and one who did not order any

suppression of sglngts.

The Murky Events of October 1973

A book proposal reopens Thailand's wounds
By AJAY SINGH and JULIAN GEARING Bangkok

Will Thai schoolchildren ever get to learn the truth about a defining
moment in their country's modern history? Of all the key dates,
Oct. 14, 1973, stands out like none other. On that day, thousands
of people, mainly students, marched on the streets of Bangkok to
demand the end of a corrupt military dictatorship and a return to
constitutional rule. The protest got out of hand when rioters

A anlrAad manA FAarchad AfvsAsmma s lsildiaas Tha caallicoa ced acea. .




demonstration, calls "the fear of rule by dictatorship.”

Details of the crackdown have always been blanketed in bombast and rhetoric. The incident is not part of
official Thai history and is not taught in schools. Now, 26 years later, there is a move to fill this void. The
Ministry of Education has commissioned one of the country's leading poets, Naowarat Pongpaiboon, to write
an account of the students' revolution and its immediate aftermath. The government hopes to publish the
work, The Oct. 14, 1973, Incident, as a supplementary reading book for secondary-school students.

But the work is stuck in limbo, a "hot chili," as one critic put it, that nobody appears to want to chew on.
Former leaders of left-leaning student groups and their one-time oppressors, including the state-sponsored
"Red Gaur” death squads, are locked in argument over what the book should or should not say. Thais got a
preview of this debate early last year, when Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai conferred an honorary award on
former dictator Thanom for his services to the 31st Regiment, the Royal Guard. Democracy activists were
outraged. Adul Khiewboriboon spoke for many when he said that Chuan, as a self-professed proponent of
democracy, should not have signed his name to the award. By contrast, Maj.-Gen. Sudsai Thephasdin na
Ayuthaya, who once led the (now-defunct) Red Gaur movement, stood up for Chuan and the proposal.
"These activists say Chuan should apologize to the people,” Sudsai, 82, told Asiaweek. "But he has done no

wrong. I have come out to speak. I want to stop the wind."

An embarrassed premier was saved when Thanom, 88, emerged from seclusion
and turned down the award. It was a victory of sorts for the liberals, who hold
sway over the bureaucracy, academia and the national media, though activists
are still calling on Chuan to apologize. But the liberals' attempts to have their
version of events appear in The Oct. 14, 1973, Incident are meeting determined
resistance. "History is being distorted to serve the interests of people who took
part in the uprising," says Suvit Yodmani, Thanom's son-in-law, and one of three
co-editors associated with the project. For Suvit, there were no clear-cut heroes
or villains. Any attempt to paint such a scenario, he says, over-simplifies what
was a complex power-play intertwined with foreign involvement during the Cold
War era. "Nobody is saying the students were not heroes," Suvit acknowledges.
"But young people should not be prevented from knowing the truth.”

Suvit's interpretation of the events infuriates Thais who participated in the
uprising. According to sociologist Thirayudh, Suvit represents "vested interests
[who] should not be involved with the book." Many former left-wingers were
further incensed when the government announced a last-minute delay in the
release of the work, originally scheduled to coincide with the 26th anniversary
last year of the uprising. On Oct. 8, Vinai Rodjai, director of the Book
Development Center, said Suvit and the two other editors had asked author
Naowarat to make revisions and rectify what they said were factual errors in his
manuscript. Suvit described the account as one-sided and subjective, betraying
the author's emotional involvement in the incident.

Naowarat denies this, though he remembers the euphoria of marching on the
streets in defiance of military authority. The poet says he has steered clear of
finger-pointing in his treatise because "the objective is to stimulate the people's
minds about democracy, not to say who is right or wrong.” The schoolbook is
now on hold, with no date set for publication.
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There is no shortage of witnesses to the crackdown on protesters, but precisely what happened is still
unclear. Democracy activists put the blame for the military action squarely on one man: Thanom, who
returned from exile in 1976. But in an interview with Asiaweek, the former field marshal says he specifically
ordered troops not to use force (see following page). As proof, Thanom produces what he says is the last
remaining copy of the order he gave to his generals, asking them to refrain from opening fire. (The
government that replaced Thanom's military regime ordered the documents burned, but one general kept his

copy.)

Thanom's accusers are not inclined to believe him solely on the basis of a single piece of paper. Many
activists and former left-wingers accuse the one-time premier, along with son Narong and Narong's father-in-
law, Praphat, of being behind the violent crackdown on the demonstration. Critics say that if the army was
indeed not directly involved in the action, it was because Thanom had lost control of his troops. Whatever the
truth of this, the Thanom-Praphat-Narong triumvirate could not hold on to power. After Thanom had an
audience with King Bhumibol Adulyadej, all three left the country.

One vital, unanswered question is whether there was a "third hand" behind the killings. Thanom and his
colleagues insist it was not the police or army that started the shootings. They suggest an agency was
involved that wanted to discredit the dictatorship. The officer allegedly connected with this mysterious force is
Maj.-Gen. Witoon Yasawat, now 74 and ailing. In a recent interview with the Siam Post newspaper, Witoon
admitted he acted on behalf of a third party. But he refused to identify who it was, saying only that "the
secret will die with me."

The first shots, according to sources close to Thanom, came from rooftops and were fired by Lao mercenaries
in the pay of the CIA. Narong told Asiaweek that two senior Thai officers were in league against the military
command. "They took those forces that were fighting in Laos and brought them here. Half of them were
dressed as students and half as military people. Nobody wants to talk about this."

Narong claims the snipers started firing on demonstrators - providing the spark for a wider conflagration that
culminated in the massacre. According to his version, some very senior members of the armed forces wanted
to topple the ruling trio through a "silent coup." This is another question that Thai historians have failed to
examine.

Did the alleged plotters use CIA-funded mercenaries? And, if so, why? A clue, suggests Thammasat
University's Seksan, might be found in recently declassified CIA files covering the intelligence agency's actions
in Southeast Asia in the 1970s. But even if evidence does lie there, will it ever be published to let Thais know
the truth about what is called modern "Thailand's most important day?" Judging by the wrangle over a school
textbook, the answer is probably no.



role

SHOULD the son-in-law of a former dictator be appointed
to scrutinise what would be the first school textbook on
the historic events that toppled his father-in-law, Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn?

Pipop Thongchai, a leading political activist, is strongly
against this move. "No matter how we look at it, it's really
inappropriate," he said.

The Education Ministry has appointed Suwit Yodmani as
one of the three panel members to review a high school
textbook on the Oct 14, 1973, popular uprising. The other
two review panellists are academics Srisak Wallipodom
and Charnwit Kasetsiri.

Deputy Education Minister Somsak Prissanananthakul
said the review would would be completed within two or
three weeks.

"Dr Suwit is a respectable man, but his relation with Field
Marshal Thanom could raise a lot of questions. Some
people may ask why relatives of those killed in the
bloodshed are not represented in the review," Pipop said.

Suwit has often campaigned on Thanom's behalf to refute
charges that the former strongman was responsible for
the political tragedy.

The draft of the textbook was written by SeaWrite
award-winning writer and poet Naowarat Pongpaiboon.

Another democracy activist agreed with Pipop, saying
Suwit "is by all means not suitable for the job". Adul
Kheowboriboon, who lost a son in the May 1992
bloodbath during the harsh military suppression of a
peaceful demonstration, said even if Suwit did the review
job neutrally, there would always be suspicion from the
public.

Meanwhile. Adul vesterdav threatened to mobhilise




ana would also request Chuan to help trace those missing
-- and presumed dead -- following the military crackdo/n.

He also said he would meet with Chamlong and
opposition leader Chavalit Yongchaiyudh to seek their
support.

Despite official denials, speculation lingers that hundreds
of people classified as missing were actually shot dead
and buried in remote military sites to cover up the
atrocities.

Activists have pinned their hopes on the Pichit report,
which focuses on the military anti-riot operations, to shed
ligiit on what had triggered the crackdown on the peaceful
demonstration against unelected premier Suchiriau
Kraprayoon seven years ago. L Ol
Mandated by the second Anand Panyarachun
government, Privy Councillor Pichit and former Supreme
Court president Sophon Rattanakorn headed separate
probes into the May 1992 incident, concentrating their
investigations on the military operations and those
missing, respectively. Both had already made their reports
public in 1992, but the Pichit probe had classified most of
the military details.

Chuan, who returned from a visit to three South American
countries yesterday, is scheduled to hold a meeting with
military leaders next week to sound out their views over
disclosure of the report. -

Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Surayuth Julanont
yesterday reiterated his stand in favour of disclosure,
although the prime minister would have the final say on
the matter.

Meanwhile, a senior Defence Ministry official, Maj-Gen
Kamthorn Chuenboon, revealed that the ministry was
processing the disclosure petition filed by the local press.
Citing the Official Information Act, The Nation and other
newspapers had requested public access to the Pichit



sSimply cannot teach

THE first high-school textbook covering the October
1973 popular uprising met with critism from a leading
historian yesterday. The first publications covering the
event failed to provide a balanced view to students
studing recent Thai history. a member of the committee
reviewing the books and son-in-law of former prima
minister Thanom Kittikachoin said yesterday.

Dr Suwit Yodmani said triere were several inaccuracies
in the new school books in terms of context and
balance.

"The textbook should present both sides of the story to
students, yet there are several inaccurate sections," he
said.

Pro-democracy groups have opposed the appointment
of Suwit to the three-member committee reviewing the
textbook covering the crisis siiice he is the son-in-iaw of
Field Marshal Thanom. The latter was the piime
minister responsible for the violent crack-down on
protesters.

The draft of the textbook was written by SeaWrite
award-winning writer and poet Naowarat Pongpaiboon.

Suwit, a historian by training, said he had respect for
Naowarat but he was not a historian although he was a
great poet.

"Thai historians should join hands to write the book and
disseminate accurate information," he said.

Suwit said he had written officially to the Education
Ministry and and the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction Development to inform ther:: of {he mistakes
he had spotted in the draft.

He also said he supported Army Commander-in-Chief



When told that several newspapers wanted tc invoke
the Official Information Act in order to see the reports,
Chuan said: "It isn't only the media: | want to see it
myself. I've not seen the full report yet, only reac the
summary."

The Nation
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OCTOBER 14

New textbook now a
diary with no details

Not intended to be historical record

ISiness
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Sirikul Bunnag

| Zlangkol {ost
The textbook on the Oct 14 uprising will not be in the form of a | Eco A0
historical record as intended but a diary without details of the figures :

involved.

The Oct 14 1973 Incident by Naowarat Pongpaiboon, the SeaWrite
laureate, has been completed and will be edited by a panel to be
chaired by Noranit Setthabutr, former rector of Thammasat

Weeki‘\__-'



ALASAALLLLL A& L ALAGAILEAILASALLAAA LA L. AT AR AL ASALILLLAL LLGALS LAAW ASNALELLLLANSEL AYAREALLER T

and Mr Naowarat had agreed to the change from a historical record
to a diary to recognise the heroism of the people and to instil a love
of democracy in children. The book will deal with related incidents
on a daily basis but not go into detail about those behind the use of
violence against the demonstrators.

Any students wanting to know more about the uprising can study
from books produced by private publishers.

"The book was meant to be a historical record but this led to
conflicts of ideas between extreme rightists and extreme leftists who
wanted different angles covered," he said. "They could not find
common ground.

"This caused a delay in publication from October last year until
now."The Chart Thai MP said the change of form was inspired by
suggestions from academics and Anand Panyarachun, former prime
minister.

Witthayokorn Chiangkur, a lecturer at Rangsit University who took
part in the uprising, said the ministry had bowed to pressure in
agreeing to the change of form. Students could not be expected to
gain a good understanding from the textbook, which has the depth
of a news bulletin, he added.
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