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'‘Moonhunter' title change irks Seksan
Published on Oct 18, 2001

Pro-democracy activist Seksan Prasertkul yesterday said he
was unhappy about the change in the name of the movie
"Moonhunter" to "14 Tula: Songkram Prachachon", and also
about its critical reviews.

Critics have scorned the movie for making Seksan, who
wrote part of the screenplay, out to be the hero of the
October 14, 1973 pro-democracy uprising and minimising
the role of the people.

Seksan blamed the name change for creating
misunderstanding among the critics.

"Originally | named the movie 'Moonhunter' but publicists
argued that was not marketable and changed it to '14 Tula:
Songkram Prachachon' [October 14: War of the People],"
he said.

The story was supposed to be about the trials of a colourful
man caught up in turbulent times, but this is not reflected by
the new title, Seksan said.

"Most reviews said the movie failed to deliver what its name
had promised," he said, adding that one of his rivals, an
extreme leftist, was bent on verbal attacks through the
media no matter what he did.

Seksan said the film's distributor had ignored his opposition
to the name change, so he refused to attend any of the
promotional activities.

He added that he had coined the title "Moonhunter" as a
reflection of his days spent in the jungle while fleeing the
military government. He said the word characterised his
days as a radical student leader fighting the government, as
symbolised by the moonlight he was always chasing.

If the movie appeared lopsided in its depiction of the October
14 uprising, Seksan said, it was because it was meant to be
a personal story, not an historical one.

Userna
Passwo

register
now

vels b
doubt

10/17/01 2:01 Pi



Welcome to The Nation

2 of 4

mailing list

Receive regular
news and info
about this site !

@ Subscribe
o Unsubscribe

fe-mail

http://nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=3&id=450&usrsess:

a personal story, not an historical one.

"The plot line is about my life in the jungle and not about the
uprising," he said.

Director Bandit Rittikol tried to alternate scenes of his jungle
experience with those of the uprising to highlight the
underlying conflict between the student movement and the
dictatorship, he said.

Sukanya Lim
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Movie name to stay: Five Star
Published on Oct 20, 2001

Chaithas Kowitpornpichet, Five Star Production's assistant
public-relations manager, said yesterday that his company
would not change their film's name back from "14 Tula:
Songkram Prachachon" ("14 October: War of the People")
to its original title "The Moonhunter".

Chaithas argued that the switch back would further fuel
public confusion and derail the promotional campaign.

"The movie's life at the box office is short, therefore its
renaming is not justifiable," he said.

He argued that the name of the film, which was changed
for marketing reasons, was not totally misleading as the
story involved the October 14, 1973 uprising as told
through the lives of Seksan Prasertkul and his wife Jiranan
Pitpreecha.

Seksan, who wrote part of the screenplay, had complained
about the change in title as he said it was misleading,
creating misunderstanding among critics. He said it was
meant to be a personal story, not an historical one.

The film will be distributed abroad under the name "The
Moonhunter", its English title, he said. Chaithas said earlier
this week that his company had had to rename the film
because otherwise it could have been mistaken for a
horror or adventure flick.

Chaithas claimed that changing the name to "14 Tula" for
Thailand had successfully attracted a broader audience
and helped the picture rake in Bt10 million in five days.

Veterans of the October 14 uprising expressed anger at
the film, saying it took liberties in its representation of their
activities and the portrayal of Seksan's opponents as
half-heartedideologists.
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