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ong live His Majes

J/ i Former prime minister Anand Panyarachun
T j;-,}i‘, Sote sy yesterday delivered the keynote address at the
1 o ™ 14th Conference of the International
CANE TO - BT Association of Historians of Asia at
ok Tj?ffanwi- Chulalongkorn University on the subject of
N ABRVPT fEnpas, “His Majesty’s Role In T
———pmady

mAN-RAPL

n The Making Of Thaj
History”. The following is an edited account
N A3 we:| Of his speech. Banceok pos

. T ) A maa H%/_Pf'(f"f

A

ANAND... The significance of His Majesty the King
main themes: the well-being of his subjects,
“his ration, and national unity,

's reign relates to three
the security and stability of



'THE following address is based on , During the reign of King Ramk-
the personal perception of an individ- hamhaeng the Great, the ideal of a
wal who spent 23 years in his coun- paternalistic ruler, sensitive to the
try's foreign service, 13 years in the needs of his people and aware of his
private sector and served twice, albe- ,lduty to gu:idr-',\rt}.il_em, was already well
it for short and limited durations, as '¢stablished. This system was memo-

- prime minister, Hence, I might be rably reflected in a famous historical
deemed somewhat qualified, in an inscription found among the ruins of ;
unscholarly manner, to speal'( of our Sukhothai. It describes life in the

King, the longest reigning monarch first capital and contains the follow-

in the world, and his 50 year reign. ; %(The King) has hung a bell in the

I am sure that all of you here are . 3¢
aware of this historic' event in our |°Pening of the gate over there; if any

country. The entire nation joins:wmmo“"'lil.’ ht}f land Pasta grnai{v-
hands in the national celebrations of 20¢€.. WhlC e wanis 10 maxe

. i
profound understanding of constitu- -
tional kingship as well as the tradi-
tional sources and symbols -of Thai

monarchical tradition.
In his Oath of Ascension to the

.Throne, as his ancestors had done,

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej pledged to*‘reign with righteous-
ness for the benefit and happiness of
the Siamese people”. In his 50.year
reign, he has not deviated from that
pledge. Indeed, he has earned the
love, admiration and trust of his peo-

ing passage: ? ple in a manner that cannot be fully

comprehended by foreigners.

The significance of his reign re-
lates to three main themes: the well-
being of his subjects, the security and

His Majesty’'s Golden Jubilee this known to his lord and ruler, it iSI'lst;ability of his nation, and national

; : e easy; he goes and strikes the be
year. The outpouring of joy, gratifi which the King has hung there; King

cation and pride sees no parallel in -
the more than 700 vear history of our Baﬂ"k_h.a.’{‘}_’ﬁfﬂg_{ ruler of the King-

nation. dom, hears the call; he goes and ques-
It has indeed been a remarkable tionsthe man, examines the case and
reign of a Thai king who succeeded !gecides it justly for him.”
to the throne after the abdication of oy more than seven centuries,
his uncle, King Prajadhipok, Rama yis concept of a patriarchal and ac-
VI in 1935, and the untimely demise  coggible monarch has remained a
of his elder brother, King Ananda ' Thai ideal. The change of capital
Mahidol, Rama VIII, in 1946. . from Sukhothai to Ayuithaya
It could well be said that His Maj-  byought about the Khmer concept of
esty King Bhumibol Adulyadej be- givine kingship and the Ayutthaya
came King Rama IX by accident. He  gyngs incorporated many of the di-
was not born to be King. Assuch, he  yine'features, with all attendant roy-
had little time to be groomed to be ;) Htuals and ceremonies, into the
one. When he, as a young man of 19 fynction of the Throne. The Suk-
years of age, ascended to the throne ' },o¢ha style of kingship, nonetheless,
in 1946, it was only 14 years after' } .5 never entirely disappeared from
absolute monarchy, which existed {he ‘national consciousness and it
for nearly 700 years, had been| a5 resurrected when the rulers of
brought to an end in a relativelyl ihe Chakri Dynasty ushered in a new
peaceful way. The political process. .., in 1782. o
was then still fragile and turbulent.! = gince 1782, when Bangkok was es-

The military wing of the “democrat-' iajlished as the capital, a succession

. ic" movement was gaining domi-; . r Lyjers of the Royal House ol

-nance and losing sight of its initial : Gpalri have contributed to the prac:

.democratic spirit and goals.

unity.

In the 505 and 60s, he travelled to
‘every nook and corner of the coun-
try, meeting with the people, espe-
cially farmers and the poor in rural
and remote areas as well as the hill
tribes. Gathering information, per-
sonally assessing the farming and ag-
ricultural areas, experimenting his
new concepts and applying appropri-
ate technology at his palace grounds
in Bangkok, he began a series of Roy-
ally-initiated projects.

His nearly 2,000 projects to date
deal with such areas as irrigation,
water-resources management, forest
and fishery conservation, soil ero-
sion and improvement, crop-substitu-
tion, reafforestation, land develop-
ment, rural and community
development, primary health care,
eradication of leprosy, education,
flood control, urban traffic and envi-
ronmental protection. His wide-rang-
ing interests, combined with his self-
:acquired technical knowledge and
pragmatic approach based on local;

His Majesty’ began learning his! tice of deeply-rooted Buddhist beliefs (culture and wisdom, have enabled
constitutional craft in 1946 at the and the benevolence of reigning as the poor, the underprivileged and the
University of Lausanne, Switzer-; their forefathers. Both King Mong- .disenfranchised to lead a more hope-

land, where he changed his speciali-* kut, Rama IV, and King Chulalong-.
:sation from science to law and politi- korn, Rama V — the great grandfa-
cal science. This academic study was ther and grandfather of our reigning |
:merely a primer — at best a theoreti- | King — travelled widely throughout
. cal course. - l ; ultiva

To understand the present-day ' personal contacts and discourse with,
‘Thai monarchy, one needs to go'back - their subjects, however common -or
itg the founding of the first central .humble, and in the process and often

Thai state, Sukhothai, in the 13th incognito learned of their thoughts-

century. The pioneers. of indepen-,and problems. The Chakri Kings,
dence chose to elevate the wisest and | well-aware .of the changes taking.
imost capable among them to be king. | place within the kingdom and the
'The king, having been entrusted’ outside world, brought about reforms
'with the task not out of any divine : and opened up the country to exter-
‘right but by the consent of his peers, ' nal influences and ideas, paving the
;had an inherent obligation to rule way for Thailand to become a modern
the country “with righteousness”, state under a constitutional mon:
‘not for the glory of himself or his ‘archy. ’
+ family but “for the benefits and hap-! o . .
' piness” of the people in his trust. @ ‘“Continuity ana change” is now
! " The king, being a Buddhist, was in - @0 almost cliche’d theme of histori-

ceffect a dharma raje — that is, al 77°c 5" vt the story of the :
: ; . . ry of the Thai
monarch upholding the rule of Bud- g?onircl'{ :
Po e y y demonstrates very clearly -
st mghteouincss, xling in 8 1o 8 o geneal valiity o
. “patriarchal”. The royal code of con- such an approach. Thailand is now a :

duct emphasised the major Buddhist-cc’nSm.“‘:‘m“;il glonarchy andlaé:ouri-
- ‘try aspiring to become a newly devel-,

%rsgels)tsf%ﬁl t};ﬁiTea%ilghﬂga&Es%:r oped society, but the traditional prin-
‘ €30 501D, Y ciples of righteous Buddhist kingshipt

remain the cornerstone of Thai king:i and kingly virtues remain of para- .

ship: ‘alms-giving, morality, liberal"y\ " Srnortance to the present
ity, rectitude, gentleness, self-restric- monarchy. His -Majesty has dis--

tien, - non-anger, non-violence, 1 : :
: ) “ playved, and continues to display, a
forbearance and non-obstruction. & P-a¥e® S piays

L]

the country. They strove to cultivate

ful and constructive life, thereby
strengthening the social fabric of our,
society and fortifying our national
cohesion and identity.

' His work in all these development
jareas stems from his conviction that
‘the well-being of the people is tanta-
mount tq the well-being of their sov-
ereign. The two are inseparable -and
inter-related. . :
‘His concern for the security and
stability of the Thai nation is reflect-
ed’ in the innumerable trips and
lengthy visits he, the Queen and oth-
er members of the Royal family, have
made to the sensitive areas of the:
country which were, at one time, con-

" fronted with communist insurgency

movements or separatist, ethnic and
religious-inspired bands of rebels

. and bandits. His frequent visits were

a morale booster to the populace. His
royal projects to uplift the living con-
ditions of the people in those areas
underline his own personal commit-
ment and dedication to the people.
He has proven by his deeds that he
has an overriding interest in his
subjects. ’ L
After a state visit to a foreign
country, His Majesty inspired the
then government to embark on the
first national economic and social

-development plan, laying the founda-

tion for-the country to move in a

Continued on page 5
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.ore systematic manner from an agrari-
- an society to an agro-industrial one. He
also built up close personal relations
with other monarchs and chiefs of state
of major powers and neighbouring
countries which, on many occasions,
helped to avert potential conflicts and
reduce tensions along the border. His
personal diplomacy, exercised judi-
ciously and unobtrusively, has contrib-
uted to the harmonisation of national
interests and consolidation of ties of
friendship and international cooper-
ation.

1 have so far dwelled on the varied -

activities that His Majesty initiated,
developed and implemented. These ac-
tivities do not normally fall within the
domain of a constitutional monarch.
But the fact that he has persevered in
these activities for the long-lasting ben-
efit of the Thai people has very much
endeared him to his subjects — so much
g0 that the Thais, in general, willingly
and unreservedly accord him the confi-
dence and trust that no other monarch
in our history, or for that matter any-
other ronarch in the world, has ever
enjoyed. The King has, in the process,
kained the “reserve powers” which he
has put to good use whenever circum-
stances require. - . ‘
Now I shall deal with the King’s con-
stitutional role and how he has discreet-
ly and deftly irfluenced the course of
our political history. We must bear in’
mind that the young King, after his:
accession to the Throne in 1946, had to
tread cautiously through the shoals of '
political and military bedrock. Pelitieal
intrigues and military machinations:
were the order of the day and His Majes-
ty, while widely loved and respected, ;
was- still relatively a figurehead of a.
people who had yet to know their own
sOvereign. oot )
" As I stated previously, the King em-'
barked early in his reign on a journey to
know his subjects and, in the process,
allowed his subjects to get close to and
_know him. At the same time, he used his
_time wisely to accumulate “constitu-'
tional” experience. He has been
through 15 constitutions, 17 coups
“d’etat, and 21 prime ministers. He has:
an acute grasp of constitutional rule.
i He remains detached: from politics,,
- playing a non-partisan role in the coun-:

" try’s political process and development.

As a constitutional monarch, howev-
er, he possesses “the right to be consult- !

“*ed, the right to encourage and the right'

" to warn”. Under normal 'circun‘istances,,

he exercises these rights through pri-!

~ vate audiences he grants to the prime

minister of ‘the day.” What"transpires’
during these meetings femains private-

. and confidential, ‘and ‘evén dfter the

statutory silent period; parts of the con-’

- sultations may not be made known. |

In a constitutional monarchy, the \

. King does have certain powers and re-

sponsibilities under constitutional pro-:
visions. In exercising this power, he’

must be ever conscious of his responsi- i
bility and objectivity. All bills approved

by the National Assembly are to be pre- v

sented to the King for signature. Thisis
not just a formality, as the King retains
discretionary power to withhold his as-
sent temporarily. In private consulia-
tions with the prime minister, the

King’s comments, be they “encourag-
ing’ or “warning”, provide an impor-
tant input for the head of government, if
he wishes, to reevaluate the govern-
"‘ment’s position and direction.

His Majesty alone possesses continu-
ous political experience and has always

. kept to constitutional proprieties. His

remarks, whether made privately or
publicly, have always been listened to
with great attention and circumspec-
tion. His indirect influence on govern-
.ments’ policies and measures cannot,
therefore, be underestimated. ’

A constitutional monarch may dis-
solve Parliament, appoint a prime min-
ister, high-ranking officers and civil
servants. There have, however, been a
number of “extraordinary political situ-
ations” where the King has had to draw
on his “reserve power’' to defuse nation-
al crises. .

It is public knowledge that there were
two occasions when His Majesty used
this reserve power.

The first was the student uprising in
October 1873 when demands were made
for a permanent constitution and an
end to government by martial law. The
arrest of student leaders provoked a

massive popular demonstration, which
unfortunately led to the killing of a
number of student activists and inno-
cent bystanders. The situation was
threatening to erupt into a destructive
national confrontation. The Govern-
ment had lost control. The King, sens-
ing the suffering of the people, inter-
vened in a dramatic television
appearance. His Majesty was able to
reassure the people that the crisis had
subsided and that the three key military
figures had . decided :to leave the
country. _ -

The King then took the unprecedent-
ed step of appointing one of his Privy
Councillors as the next prime minister
of Thailand. Normalcy was soon re-
.stored, much to the relief of the people.
A new eFa of democracy was brought
into being, but the process remained

- fragile and téntative. It came to an

abrupt end in October 1976, -

The period between 1976-1991 saw the
~*ups and downs” of our national efforts
to develop democratic institutions, ori-
ented towards stability. Progress was
made gradually and steadily until a
bloodless coup took place in February
1991. There was thereafter a period of
national reconciliation and consensus
building. Success eluded us and we as a
nation siccumbed to one more traumat-
ic episode.”

The May 1992 tragedy was a .classic
case of a government out of touch with
the times and the sentiments of the
mass. The attempt by demonstrators to
topple the government gained momen-

© tum outside parliamentary confines.

There again, senseless shooting precipi-
tated the outbreak of mob mentality,
resulting in a horrifying showdown,
The King, closely following the in-

creasingly tragic developments and ac-
curately assessing the country's mood,
‘summoned the two antagonistic-leaders -
to the Palace in full view of national
.television. He quietly, but sternly ad-
monished them for the dire conse-
"quences of their actions. The whole
Kingdom, and international viewars of

. CNN and BBC around the world, wit-

nessed on their TV screen how a nation-
al crisis had been resolved by His Maj-
esty’s reserve power. '

His sense of timing was of decisive
importance. A premature intervention
might not have produced the desired
result and could have exacerbated the
already explosive situation. Hence, it
can be said that the timing of His Majes-
ty's actions is determined by the gravity
of the state of affairs of the country —
in other words, when he senses that
total breakdown is impending or that
the country is on the verge of a political
vacuum.

The bioodshed stopped immediately |
thereafter. The prime minister volun-
tarily resigned from his post. Some two ‘
weeks later, a new civilian prime minis-
ter — a non-member of the House of
Representatives — was nominated on
the afternoon of June 10, 1992, by the
President of the Parliament and ap-
pointed by Royal Command that
evening. :

To what extent our arrival at this
juncture has been due to His Majesty’s
non-partisah guidance during his 50
year reign needs to be fully assessed and
analysed by historians. As a layman, I
have no doubt that his sense of justice,
his overriding concern for the well-be-
ing and security of his people, his sense
of history as well as his pragmatic and
gradualist approach, have made a high-

- Iy significant impact on the political,

economic and social development of
Thailand. He has the skill and integrity

. to influence politics without being po-

litical. .

Without His Majesty's guiding hand,
we would not be where we are today —a
nation which has consistently demon-

' gtrated its inner strength, political re-

silience, social harmony and economic

" dynamism — a trait which has enabled

the Thais to survive many a threat and
misfortune in their long history.

The course of modern Thai political
history will run smoothly and peaceful-
ly if and when the Thai political system
pursues the middle path and a balance
is achieved between freedom and stabil- *
ity. His Majesty’s adoption of the bal-
_anced approach during his 50 year reign
serves as an inspiration for the gover-
nance of Thailand. i

To the Thai people, the monarchy is
not an abstract concept, but a real, tan-
gible, human and caring institution.

His Majesty the King personifies pos-
jtive elements of our national charac-
teristics and he is the very embodiment
of the common character of the Thai
people of all ethnic groups, religion and
culture. He is our inspiration toward a
stronger, more secure and Prosperous

. ‘destiny. He has deservedly earned the

respect and trust of his peopleto the

point that his baramee (in the Thai lan-

guage) would overcome all adversities.
He is the soul of the Thai nation.
Long live His Majesty.
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