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Call for Samak to explain his actions,
and drop lawsuit

DEMOCRACY acitivists have joined forces fo
fight a libel lawsuit filed by Bangkok governor
candidate Samak Sundaravej, who is trying to
save his campaign from being haunied by the
bloody October 1876 crackdown on
democracy activists.

Samak's campaign trail for Bangkok
governorship took a significant turn for the
worse when Chulalongkorn University
professor Giles Ungphakorn reminded the
veteran politician of his past statements that
might have led to the harsh suppression of
the uprising for democracy.

In the aftermath of Giles' comments, a
growing number of people have begun to
question Samak's suitability to lead the city's
administration.

Samak filed a court petition accusing Giles of
defamation.

Giles called a press conference yesterday to
defend his move.

"], like any other Bangkok resident, have the
right to scrutinise Samak, who is a public
figure, on his past and present activities," he
said.

He suggested Samak should explain his past,
rather than engaging in a legal dispute.

He said he did not accuse Samak of being
directly implicated in, or instigating, the
crackdown on the Thammasat University
students.

"1 questioned Samak on his stand relating to
the Yan Kroh radio station.

June 14, 2000

voux COMMENTS
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"The station churned out hate propaganda
against the students and Samak once praised
it," he said.

After the military and right-wing politicians
had crushed the democracy uprising, Samak
rose to power and assumed the interior
portfolio in a government that was never
elected.

"Samak then proceeded to close down
several newspapers.

"[ want him to clarify his stand on democracy
and press freedom,"” he said.

He went on to demand Samak explain himself
regarding his interpretation of the October
1976 incident.

Speaking to a group of Thai students and
expatriates in Paris, Samak accused the
students of shooting at anti-riot police and
claimed there were Viethamese communist
infiltrators among them.

Samak's account of the uprising differed
substantially to those of Prime Minister
Chuan Leekpai, the late politician Surin
Masdit and the late Thammasat University
rector Puey Ungphakorn.

Social critic Sulak Sivalak said he was ready
to help defend Giles.

Sulak said Giles' [egal defence would be an
opportunity to set straight some historical
records.

"A person with blood-soaked hands should
not be an elected representative of the
people," he said, referring to Samak.

Amorn Rattananon, secretary of the October

network, said a panel of political activists had -

begun to gather information relating to the
uprising for Giles' defence.

Popular activists, including Sulak, Prawes

6/13/00 1:29 PM
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Wasi, Nikom Chantravitoon, and Noranit
Sethabutr, were appointed to the panel,
Amorn said.

Members of the public are invited to donate to
Giles' legal defence funds. Donations can be
sent to the Bank of Ayudhya account No
285-1-10326-0.

Prachakorn Thai Party executive Chaiyasit
Phuwapiromkwan said there were concerted
attempts to discredit Samak.

Samak said he would deal with his opponents
only through the courts.

"The accusation that | have blood-soaked
hands [from] the October 1976 incident is
nonsense," he said, adding that Giles had
cited his imagination, and not facts, as
evidence.

He said he suspected a political party was
behind the smear campaign to derail his
contest for the Bangkok governorship.

The Nation

LAST MCODIFIED: Tuesday, 13-3un~-00 12:11:12
EDT
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Belligerent politician guilty of role in

Thammasat killings e MATL 0 5 e

| agree with Jai Ungphakorn of Chula's
School of Political Science, who has come
out and reopened the forgotten bloody
wounds of the October 6, 18976 massacre at
Thammasat University. It comes at the right
time, when Bangkok voters are on the verge
of giving the man concerned a mandate to
govern the country's capital, a man whose
hands are tainted with the blood of those
innocent pro-democracy heroes.

¢ PRINT wius pogs

vaux COMMENTS

What Jai wrote in his newspaper article was
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. | am
one who survived the massacre a quarter of a
century ago and will go out all the way to
uphold the truth. The man Jai re-exposed has
been notorious for his affirmative right-wing,
self-proclaimed "blue-corner” stance. During
the days leading up to the Thammasat
massacre the belligerent politician was one of
the main sponsors of a fabricated theory
crying out about communist infiliration of a
city of which he now wishes {o govern. This
fabrication was made during the Thanin
Kraivixien regime, that of an ultra-right-wing
puppet of the military junta that had abolished
a short-lived Democrat administration.

His fear of communism dates back to when
this loose cannon by a slip of the tongue said
Thailand did not need to lower her flag for the
death of a chairman of the Chinese
Communist Party. A military radio station and
a substandard newspaper with orange
headlines - the main sources spreading fury
throughout the country - propagated this
cooked-up story of communist infiltration. He
in no way denies the truth that his role was to
lead the organised village scouts, the Red
Bull mercenaries and armed hooligans to
storm onto the Thammasat campus, killing

6/13/00 1:33 PM
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hundreds of students and innocent victims
blockaded by the police and armed forces
outside.

[ do not mean this as a political ploy to
destabilise any gubernatorial candidate. The
Democrats, too, have a bloody stigma; we
could re-expose the wounds from the
Thammasat massacre. Thaksin's wealth and
his greedy business instinct also have been
in the limelight for an apparent infringement
of the Constitution regarding ownership of an
independent TV station, while a Democrat
minister oversees the station ownership
contract.

If the charges levelled by supporters of a
certain candidate are well founded, how then
can we trust either of the parties with an
imminent chance of winning the next general
election? It is with a clear conscience that we
give our moral support to Jai and the
"October People", who will continue to
uncover the forgotten chapter in our recent
history.

Chamnong Watanagase

BANGKOK

LAST MODIFIED: Tuesday, 13-Jun-00 09:09:44
EDT
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CITY ELECTION

Samak blamed for NS

HEGEARGH DogIR

Oct 6

Candidate is suing accuser for libel

Onnucha Hutasingh

Governor candidate Samak Sundaravej has been accused of having
played a key role in the Oct 6, 1976, massacre of pro-democracy
students. Mr Samak has denied the accusation by Jai Ungphakorn, a
son of Dr Puey, the late Thammasat University rector, and has started

libel proceedings.

http:/fwww. bangkokpost.co.th/today/ 140600 News02.himl
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Mr Jai, a political science lecturer at Chulalongkorn
University, has published a newspaper article
accusing the Prachakorn Thai leader of having blood
on his hands.

MTr Jai is working to help clear up one of the
grimmest episodes in Thai political history. A panel
has been set up to set right distortions about the
massacre of students branded communists by

Chaisit Phupiromkwan, 5 tharities at the time.
Prachakorn Thai

secretary-general,

g‘m}‘;’ﬁsﬂ'{‘g The panel, with Prawes Wasi as advisory chairman,

timing of their is gathering information from various sources,

g ey, iNCluding relatives of victims, to mark the 25th
ammasat University. , ?

- Jetjarus Na Ranong ~ anniversary of the event next year.

Sulak Sivalaksa, a member of the panel, said politicians with
blemished backgrounds should not stand for public office. History
had been twisted, Mr Sulak said, and vowed to put it right. Jaran
Dittha-apichai, the panel secretary-general, said the massacre was
premeditated and Mr Samak, then interior minister, one of the
plotters.

His allegation drew instant protest from Chaisit Phupiromkwan, the
Prachakorn Thai secretary-general, who was among the audience.

Mr Chaisit asked why a chapter that had been laid to rest for 23 years

was being revived when Mr Samak was a favourite in the city contest.

The motive was political, and he suspected the Jai movement was
being manipulated by a rival candidate.

MTr Jai insisted Mr Samak, as a public figure past and present, should

be open to public scrutiny, especially as he was running for governor.

He said Mr Samak needed to clarify his defence many years ago of
the military-run radio which had provoked ultra-rightist mobs into
committing a crime against the people.

The candidate had also trampled on the free press by ordering many
newspapers to close at the time. Mr Jai said he remembered Mr
Samak's interview in which the politician told the foreign press the
students were armed, and that those hanged by the mobs near
Thammasat were communist Vietnamese. "I was lucky I was outside

htip:/rwww bangkokpost.co.th/today/140600 News02.html

6/14/00 3:37 PM
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the country then, otherwise I would have been tortured, burned, or
hanged like many of my friends were," Mr Jai said.

Dr Puey was also accused by state authorities at the time of being an
instigator of the protest and sympathetic to the ideals of the
politically-motivated students.

He was branded a communist and went into exile in England where
he died last year.
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A few questions for Samak to answer

Open letter to Samak Sundaravej concerning the L= MATL 7o A ens
October 6, 1976 events from Associate Professor
Ji Giles Ungpakorn of the Faculty of Political
Science, Chulalongkorn University.

(=0 PRINT s race

T voun
Dear Khun Samak, a2 vour COMMENTS

The three questions I initially posed to you
concerning the events of October 6, 1976 have not
yet been properly answered. I would like to take
this opportunity to add a further two new
questions. I hope that Samak will answer these
questions to the electorate of Bangkok in order to
further the process of open democracy in the
election of the governor of Bangkok.

1 - Why did Samak come out and support the role
of the Tank Corps Radio Station, saying that "this
radio station is good for the country”, and now,
when he considers his past actions, what does he
think?

The Tank Corps Radio Station had an important
role in urging right-wing mobs to kill students. One
announcer urged that 30,000 students should be
killed for the good of the country. This resulted in
bombs being thrown into Thammasat University at
the end of August 1976. (These events occurred
before Samak came out to defend the role of the
radio station.) On the night of the October 5, 1976
the radio station broadcast the voice of someone
shouting: "Kill them! Kill them!" concerning the
students in Thammasat University. This radio
station also incited the mob and a certain police
officer to travel to Don Muang airport in order to
prevent Dr Puey Ungpakorn from leaving the
country on October 6.

(This question does not imply that Samak spoke
over the radio station himself inciting people to kill
students but relates to his role in supporting the
station as a deputy government minister.)
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2 - What is Samak's position on democracy and the
freedom of the press?

After the bloody event at Thammasat University on
October 6, 1976, a military coup took place.
Certain academics such as Dr Chai-anan believe
that "the Thai Nation Party and the conservative
faction of the Democrat Party, together with the
Thanom and Praphat factions in the military,
engineered a political ¢risis in the late summer of
1976". (Morell and Chai-anan's 1981 "Political
Conflict in Thailand", page 270).

After the October 6, 1976 coup, which overthrew a
democratically elected government, Samak became
minister of the interior in an authoritarian
government. This government closed a number of
newspapers, and Samak was a member of the
committee to control the press. For this reason
surely he was involved in the process of press
censorship.

Matichon newspaper (June 16, 2000) has also
disclosed that Samak, as minister of the interior,
sacked the democratically elected governor of
Bangkok and reverted to the old system of
appointing the Bangkok governor. Elections for
the governor were not reinstated until 1985,

While minister of the interior, why did Samak
travel to Europe to correct the "bad image of
October 6" and say: "The students in Thammasat
fired at the police to prevent them entering the
university ... Those inside had guns," and: "Those
that were burnt outside Thammasat were
Vietnamese ... This is because when I went into the
university afterwards T saw the remains of roasted
dog meat."

Does Samak still maintain this story, and if he now
accepts that it was untruthful, how could the
minister of the interior make such an untruthful
statement? Minister Samak's account is totally
contradicted by accounts given by Dr Puey
Ungpakorn, [Prime Minister] Chuan Leekpai, Surin
Masadit and Wichitchai Amorakun, a second-year
student in the Faculty of Political Science,
Chulalongkorn University, where I now teach, who

6/19/00 10:59 AM
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was one of those people hanged and burnt outside
Thammasart.

As interior minister in the post-October 6, 1976
government, what did Samak do to apprehend the
murderers of the students who were hanged and
burnt at Thammasat? What did Minister Samak do
to discipline the police who fired heavy war
weapons into the university, despite the fact that
the students were unarmed? What did he do to find
and apprehend the murderers of the two Regional
Electricity Board men who were hanged in Nakhon
Pathom? If Minister Samak failed to carry out
these ministerial duties, why was that the case?

In mid-1976 Samak stated that the Graduate
Volunteer Programme founded by Puey had been
"set up to agitate among villagers more than to
help them". Does Samak still maintain this view?

On October 6, 1976 a group of Village Scouts
followed Puey to Don Muang airport with the
intention of causing him injury. They were urged to
do so by the Tank Corps Radio Station.

I sincerely hope that Samak will answer all these
questions without any evasions for the sake of
society.

LAST MODIFIED: Monday, 19-Jun-00 08:01:536 EDT
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Under fire

Assistant Professor Ji Ungpakorn, the
youngest son of the renowned economist,
the late Dr Puey Ungpakorn, recently came
into the limelight for calling on Bangkok

governor candidate Samak Sundaravej to  Yonmbeebie
clarify his role in the October 6, 1976 D
incident. 'Outlook’ takes a look at the life of
this private man :

| LEnDERSHIP
Wipawee Otaganonta | PANACEMENT

BESERBCH CENTRE

Seated in his compact office in Chulalongkorn's Faculty of Political
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Science, surrounded by piles of textbooks and student reports, Ji
Ungpakorn is the picture of a prim and proper college professor.
Giving him away, though, are colourful, eclectic walls that look like
they belong to the bedroom of a teenager-a politically-aware one at
that.

Tucked among family photos and small frameless oil paintings of
scenery and still-lifes is a strip of cloth with "Labourer's Honour"
written on it, plus photographs of protesters gathering during the
Black May Incident, a picture of Karl Marx, and a 1996 poster
touting "seven days of socialist ideas and discussion" in central
London.

The youngest son of Dr Puey
Ungpakormn has never been shy
about his Marxist leanings. Just as
obvious to those who know him,
the 47-year-old academic, while
quiet and reserved, has never been
afraid to speak out for what he
believes in.

Recently, this characteristic
earned him overnight fame when
he took to task the sharp-tongued
leader of the Prachakorn Thai
party, Samak Sundaravej, who is
running for governor of Bangkok. &3

In an article he wrote, published $
in the April 12 issue of Krungthep 3t
Turakij, the Chula lecturer called
for Samak to clarify his
involvement in the October 6,
1976 crackdown, which saw
right-wing mobs and soldiers beat
and kill hundreds of protesters,
arresting over 3,000, and sending
thousands fleeing the city and the
country.

One of the many hate mail letiers sent to the
lecturer’s office. The handwritien one accuses him
of taking money from the "Thai Love Mobile Phone
Party” (an atlusion to Thai Rak Thai) to move
against Samak.

Asst Prof Ji's article, which
carried the headline, "Do we want
a governor with the October 6
blood on his hands?", earned a
libel suit from the star governor
candidate, angry responses from
the politician's die-hard fans, and
accusations of "political
manoeuvering” and "money-taking".

Ji Ungpakom: "Afler the govemor election is over,
whoever wins, the need and effort to clarify history
will remain.”

hitp:/Fwww.bangkokpost.net/today/240600_Outlook01.html
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The lawsuit led to the formation of the "Friends of Ji Group" to help
him campaign for clarification of the facts concerning the October 6
student massacre.

In the midst of this hoopla, the man in the eye of the storm remains
cool and collected.

Qutlook: Tell us about your childhood.

Ji: I grew up mainly in Thailand. For a while, my father went to work
in England, so we spent some time there, When we returned, I
attended Satit Chula (Chulalongkorn University's Demonstration
School) from Prathom 3 to Mathayom 4. I went back to England
when I was 17.

QOutlook: Were your parents strict?

Ji: In some areas, discipline ruled. In others, freedom. One thing was
that when I and my brothers were young, we weren't allowed to
watch much TV. Qur parents preferred that we read.

Outlook: How did your upbringing affect your political views?

Ji: Politics was a regular subject during our family conversations, and
I got interested quite young. I knew a considerable amount about
Thai politics, especially about military dictatorships-I lived here
during the governments of Field Marshals Sarit and Thanom.

QOutlook: Both your late father and your mother Margaret shared
strong political ideologies..

Ji: Both were against dictatorship, and for democracy. They believed
in having the courage to express one's views although it may bring
risk to one's life and security. They taught me and my two
brothers-Jon and Peter-to say what's true and right. They also lived
what they preached.

Qutlook: What were your childhood interests?

Ji: Many things. T liked to read history books, both Thai and foreign.
At one time, I wanted to pursue archaeology, and later on, biology. I
got my Bachelor's degree in biochemistry at Sussex University,
graduated when I was 23. I was about to start my Master's degree
programme at Durham University, in the north of England, in
October 1976.

Then the October 6 violence erupted. Although I was in England, I
was closely following the developments and knew full well what had

Iittp:/fwww.bangkekpost.net/'today/240600_Outlook01.html
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happened to the Thai people and to my father. When he fled to
England, I picked him up at the airport.

Outlook: Astde from the personal impact, how did October 6 affect
your thinking?

Ji: The incident, along with the coup d'etat in Chile three years
earlier, in which the military hunted down and killed a lot of people,
made me come to the conclusion that changing society could not be
done in peaceful ways, because those in power will use their power
to suppress (change).

I didn't go into the jungle. I stayed in England. I didn't join the
Communist Party of Thailand. But I've become a socialist since then.

Outlook: What did you do after that?

Ji: After graduating from Durham in ecology, I worked as a
sub-editor for a science magazine in Oxford, and later I worked in a
lab. Ali along, I spent my free time studying various political
theories. Aiso I became part of the labour movement there. I was a
committee member of the Labour Union of Oxford University
Employees.

Outlook: In 1994, you pursued a Master's degree in Southeast Asian
politics at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies),
Universtty of London. After working all those years in a scientific
field, why switch to politics?

Ji: After the Black May Incident in 1992, I began to study Thai
politics systematically. I went to SOAS mainly to search for answers
for something that had been bothering me.

Outlook: Which was..

Ji: One was the change from feudalism to capitalism in
Thailand-what was it and how did it happen? My conclusion was that
it took place during the reign of King Rama V. I did a mini-thesis on
(it). I was also interested in political developments in Indonesia,
Malaysia and China,

Outlook: With all the world, including Thailand, embracing
capitalism and laughing at Marxism, why do you still believe in it?

Ji: Three things. First, what people understand as socialism, both in
Russia, China, Vietnam and Cuba, is actually not socialism. It is just
a form of state dictatorship and state capitalism. Labourers in those
countries don't have any freedom. If we read the works of Lenin and
Marx, we'll find they define socialism as something the labour class

http://www.bangkokpost.net/today/240600_Outlook(1.html
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establishes itself .

So when the Berlin Wall fell, peopie who think like I do were happy.
They felt it was time to begin true socialism.

Secondly, when you say everyone embraces the free market, that's
not 0. Even in Thailand, many people oppose it. Thirdly, the recent
economic crises in Asia, and ones that regularly crop up in the West,
show that capitalism and the mechanism of the free market have
many problems. Socialistic thinking is still very important in the new
millennium.

Outlook: After graduation, you joined Chulalongkorn University in
1996. Why Chula instead of Thammasat, the university your father
founded?

Ji: Mainly because Chula had an opening then, so I applied. Also, if I
joined Thammasat, people would always look at me in connection
with my father.

Outlook: What are you teaching?

Ji: This semester, Southeast Asia Politics and political science
report-writing. Next semester, Introductory Marxism.

Outlook: What are your goals as a teacher?

Ji: I want the students to think by themselves, to dare to express their
views, to be able to sort out conflicting ideas. They should have their
own stance, but be able to consider opposing ones.

I always tell my students that I don't hide my own stance, and they
can have different ones and still get an 'A' from me.

Outlook: Tell us about your family.

Ji: I got married for the first time in 1976 to a Briton. We had two
daughters, now 20 and 18, both of them living in England. We are
now divorced.

I remarried, also to a Briton, just before moving back to Thailand.
We have a son, now one year and three months old. His Thai name is
'Jun', which means 'sandalwood'.

Outlook: Do you spend much time caring for him?
Ji: Not much. I try to spend weekends doing that. My wife also

works, in planning for the use of technology for the future, at the
National Sctence & Technology Development Agency.

http://www.bangkokpost.net/today/240600_Outlook01.html
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QOutlook: What else do you do on weekends?

Ji: Besides playing with my son, gardening. My house has lots of
trees.

Outlook: Your article in Krungthep Turakij calls for the clarification
of the October 16 crackdown. Was it inspired by your personal
experience of it?

Ji: Certainly, I was affected through my father. He was lucky,
though, that the Luke sua chao baan (village scouts) who came
looking for him at the airport that day didn't know his face. If they
did, who knows what would have happened.

The unlucky ones were those who were burned, beaten, shot. One of
them was a second-year student of this faculty. He was hanged at
Sanam Luang. But it was part of history that was covered up.

What kind of people played a role in this incident? Would their
stance in the past affect their stance in the present? These questions
remain unanswered.

Now a person who was involved in this incident is offering himself as
a representative of the people-we have the right to question him.

He must have the courage to answer. If he does, the people will
decide. Whether he is elected or not is a minor issue. After the
governor election is over, whoever wins, the need and effort to
clarify history will remain.

Qutlook: Some people question your motives in bringing this issue
up at this particular time.

Ji: There has been an effort to clarify this part of history. Certainly,
right after the incident, there was no chance to do that. When Maj
Gen Chamlong (Srimuang) ran for Bangkok governor, he, and
Samak, were questioned about their role in the October 6 incident.

When Pol Gen Salang (Bunnag) came out to defend the policemen
who shot dead six suspected drug traffickers in Dan Chang, Suphan
Buri in 1996, his role in the October 6 violence was also questioned.

These attempts to clarify history were made long before Samak ran
for governor. But they have never been answered.

Outlook: When writing the article, did you think about the possibility
of getting sued?

http:/fwww. bangkokpost.net/today/240600_Outlook01.html
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Ji: Alot. I consulted friends about it. But I think since (Samak)
offered himself (for the role of governor), he must be questioned. If
he grows vegetables and keeps cats at home, it may be another story.

None of those who have run against Samak during past MP elections
and in this race have had the courage to ask him these questions.

Outlook: What about the Black May incident? Are you calling for
the clarification of that part of history as well?

Ji: The Relatives of the May Victims Group is trying to do that.

Outlook: How did the Friends of Ji Group come about? And how do
you feel about it being set up?

Ji: I was moved. These are people from several fields. They invited
me to a meal to show their support and told me they were about to
set the group up.

These people don't agree with all of my views, but they are for the
clarification of the October 6 events.

On July 1, the group will hold a function at the Royal Hotel, to raise
funds and to discuss the October 6 clarification campaign.

No one is giving us three million baht, that's for sure.

Outlook: You and the group have been accused of taking money
from the Thai Rak Thai party to sabotage Samak's chance at winning
this election.

Ji: Tt's ridiculous! I'm a socialist. Thai Rak Thai is a capitalist party. It
will never have anything to do with mel!

Outlook: All these happenings have turned you into a hero overnight.
How do you feel about that?

Ji: A hero or villain, I'm not so sure. [laughs]. I don't really want to
become well known. It goes against leading a simple and easy-going
life. But it's a duty to speak out for the right thing. I'd rather teach
quietly.

Qutlook: The Friends of Ji Group is positive. How about the
negative response?

Ji: T got some really vicious letters. One threatened to put a bomb
under my car. I think of the senders of these hate mail letters as
cowards, not daring fo sign their names. They want me to be afraid.
I'm not [laughs].

http://www.bangkokpost.net/today/240600_Outlook01,html
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Outlook: Your case is now in court. How has it affected your life?
Ji: My mother as well as my daughters are a bit worried. For myself,
I have to work harder, collecting information. There is plenty about
(Samak's) role in this incident.

Outlook: The court has moved the next hearing in your case to
August 24. What will happen then?

Ji: The court will decide whether or not to accept the case for
hearing.

Outlook: What if, at the end, you lose?
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: TVE ween June 11 and 22, collectin

 BULLELIN BOARD survey between June 11 and 22, collecting

responses from 2,259 people. It was found that 58
per cent of the respondents said reports
N [Go.  surrounding the allegation would not affect their
P decision when voting, About 15.2 per cent said the
allegation would affect their decision making while
26.8 per cent were unsure whether the issue would
have any influence on their decision. Other
respondents, who do not support Samak, were
asked whether rumours, allegations or reports
surrounding any of the candidates would affect
their decision, and most replied no.
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For example reports that Shin Corps was in the
process of taking over iTV did not affect the
decision of voters who supported Sudarat. Fifty
per cent of Sudarat's supporters said the news
would not change their minds.

And 57.4 per cent of Samak's supporters said
reports that New Aspiration Party deputy leader
Chalerm Yoobamrung had formed a group to help
Samak campaign would not cause them to change
their minds.
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Attempts by Giles Ungpakorn to undermine the popularity of
Samak Sundaravej have done little to affect the governor election
front-runner, said Sukhum Chaloeysap of Dusit Poll.

The Prachakorn Thai leader has gained support since The Friends of
Giles Group accused him of involvement in the massacre of October
1976 because there was no conclusive evidence to prove the
accusation and a large number of people were not old enough to
remember the bloodshed.

Referring to Mr Samak, Mr Giles asked the readers of Krungthep
Thurakij if they wanted to vote for a governor who has "blood on his
hands".

Mr Samak's popularity has steadily increased, leaving Thai Rak

Thai's Sudarat Keyuraphan far behind.

Mr Sukhum said voters caught "Samak fever" because they did not
want a fresh face but an experienced, professional administrator.
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Bangkok voters seem easily swayed
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| write to express my admiration for the
eloquent piece by Chang Noi, "Samak can't
shake ghost of 76" [The Nation, June 26,
page A5]. At a time when Samak appears to
be rising in the polls for Bangkok governor,
such critical pieces are an important reminder
of his tainted past.
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It befuddles me how the Bangkok electorate
can still be in thrall to the demagoguery and
corrupt ways of reactionary politicians. It
appears after all that modern Bangkok can be
swayed as easily as its rural counterpart by a
charismatic and domineering personality
devoid of substance and vision.
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It is only mildly ironic that as Bangkok seeks
modernity in all its technological glitter and
industrial strength, it unwittingly seeks the
leadership of traditional politicians steeped in
the rhetoric of the Dark Ages.

The Thai middle-class might easily forget the
vicissitudes of its past, but it does so at its
own cost. Just as the Philippines elects
buffoons as presidents and conveniently
allows the plundering cronies of the past to
regain power, so Thailand must beware of a
similar danger and of the economic
consequences such choices entail.

Erik Kuhonta
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