nisjer 1aKeco 1‘ukuua pic-
sented a newly<created
“people’s honour” award
{cstcrday to Oh for break-
ng the record of Hank
Aaron of the United States
for most homeruns in a
professional baseball
career. --Agencies ‘

OCT 6 DEFENDANTS

defend them of the charges,
or ever the right to appeal.

The defendants, he charg-
ed, were also not allowed to
be released on bail to prepare
for the trial He pleaded to all
justice and freedom lovers in-
cluding US President Jimmy
Carter and US Congressmen,
to closedly follow the trial so
that it will be conducted ac-
cording to the juridicial pro-
coedings and the Charter of
the United Nations on Human
Rights.

Showing the judges a book
on “Administration in Demo-
cratic System' written by
Prime Minister Thanin Kraivi-
chien, Sutham requested the
case be considered and con-
ducted fairly.

Several other defendants
including Miss Suchila and
Arom asked the court that
they be given more time to
consult their lawyers since
they are currently granted
only 20 minutes per  week
with their lawyers.

The Court accepted their
request and assured the de-
fendants that it would be sub-
mitted to the Corrections De-
partment, which has assumed
responsibility of their welfare,
for conslderation.

Arom also requested that
the documents listing the
charges against them should be

n to them a few weeks be-
~ fore the trial so that they can
--have time to study them
thoroughtly. Military prosecu-
tor Col Uthai‘Patakamin how-

is not as plain as the fake
" cheques have six digits while

JULARLY DR AL prAar ¥3 1 Ll gL
and other regular Thal style
bouts at  Lumpini  Stadium,

6.30 pm.

FOOTBALL: Inter-college,

division two, first round, Pra-

sarnmitr  vs  KMIT Ladkra-
bang, at Army stadium, 4.30

pm.

ever, replied that the docu-
ments were confidential.

In addition to newsmen
and the defendants’ relatives,
several foreign observers who
attended yesterday’s trial were
Third Secretary of the Aus-
tralinn Embassy, Mr Timothy
George, two US Embassy offi-
cials Mr Hank Henricson and
Capt Mark Ramsey.

Secretary for Lcumenical
Affairs of the Church of Christ
in Thailand, Mr lI'rank Youn-
ker, and Director of the Cler-
gy and Liaty Concerned, Mr
Don Luce, were also present
at the hearing.

The hearing ended at 11.30
am. The next hearings will be
held on October 7 and 13.

GIRLS RESCUED

on the door, they could hear
the girls screaming: *“Help,
help.™

Police broke into the house
and found the two girls in

chains. _
The girls told police that
their ‘“‘foster mother”™ had

left tor Chicago two weeks
ago to visit their four chil-
dren studying there.

“Mr Vithan, before he
leaves for work every mom
ing, chain us up. When he
returns, he releases us to do
household work. The food
is placed near where we can
reach and a spittoon is put

nearby to relieve ourselves,”

the girls said.

The two girls also told
police that they were some
times beaten up.

FAKE CHEQUES

one. The number of the real
the fake ones have seven digits.

He warned people to be cautions when receiving the

Rank's inland traveller cheques. .
He added that the pa&er on which ‘the real cheque is

printed is finer than the f

es. Most of the fake cheques are

made out for 10,000 baht and all bear the signatures of the
former chairman and director of the bank namely, Alr Mar-

nomic and tec!

lopment.
Quoting
sources, the

said the Japan
ment .will offe
of “‘commodit
ceiving nations
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Prisons will release

N

A US Embassy offi-
cial among several officials
of foreign embassies who
“observed”’ the trial.

’

OCAL ADMIN MEN

J IN SIX MONTHS

. ol 47 local administrative officials
ismissed or relieved of their posts dur-
this year, Deputy Iirector
Administration Department,
uprasart, said yesterday,

to July
he Local

ns were based on the bfficials’ serious
iscipline or corruption,

ming the same period 23 officials were
ough reductions in salary scales and 39

e pays cut,

ANOTHER 336 permsons being detained on
charges of being “detrimental (o society™ will
be released on Thursday, leaving 1,069 persons
still being detained under the same charge.

Director General of the
Corrections  Department,
Mr Tawee Choosap, an-
nounced yesterday  that
the new group of detamnees
to be released, the (itth so
far, had “improved then
behaviour™ and should bhe
sel lree.

A total of 2 894 per-
sons had earlier bheen 1
leased in the fust fowm
batches, -

They were all detained
without trials under the
power granted 1o police
and administrative olficials
ungder Order No. 22 ol
the National Administra-
tive Reform Coungil
(NARC) issued on Nov |2,
last year,

All of them were e
quired to undergo rehahi-
litation and training c oure s
before being released.

Thursday's releases will
he conducted throughout
the country.

In Bangkok, S1 out of
129 detainees will be set
free while in the Central
Plaing, 74 out of the total
457 present detainees will
he rnie:u.ctl.

In the Northeast, 57
will be released. There arg
now a total of 259 persons

our Council’ refused
registration

woue  De-
sterday re-
pplicatiion
the *“La-
il” on the
sason that
rise labour
hare menr
council are
ed by the
our  Law.

tives of 15
which form-
ur Council™,
registration

yesterday but the Chiefl of
abour Relations Divi-
sion, Mis Amporn Chun-
manond, immediately re-
jected it

However, on the insis-
tence of labour represen-
tatives, Mrs Ampom took
the issue up to Labour
Durector General — Suvit
Yingvoraphan who assured
them that their application
would  be submitted to

Deputy  Interior Minister
Kanung Luoechai for con-
sideration belore approval.

The council, according
to labour representatives,
should be allowed to be
registered since the Na-
tional Administrative Re-
form Council Announce-
ment No 46 in force since
last October 21, allows the
establishment  of  labouw
council or federation with
~the minimum members ol

ol

: "-':’.‘ ?*'.':"-‘16

15 unions.

Members of the “La-
bour Council” which join-
tly applied for registration
yesterday included seven
Pt &

being detamed i that part
of the country .,

In the North, 1) out of
249 will be released while
m the South 112 out of
VD will be pranted tree-
dom on the same
according o the director
peneral who summed it up
as lollows

“In briel, out ot the to-
tal of 1405 persons being,

detaied  throughout the
country, 336 will be re-

leased in the fifth batch,
9

on - Sepl
wil only be

I'hat  means
1977, there

1 069 llu‘lsnus still being

detained under Order No,
Y2 i all parts of the coun-

American
on drug
smuggling
charge
sentenced

AN American national
was sentenced by the Cn-
minal Court to three years
in - prison  yesterday on
drug - tralficking - charges.

Hichaul 1. Carlini, 29,
the prosecutor said, at-
templed to smuggle out
104 packets of marijuana
weighing 354 kilogrammes
estimated to be worth
about 21,240 baht here.

‘The  marjuana  was
found  concealed  under
several sheets of plywood

which was to be sent to
Vancouver, Canada,
through the V.LP. Com.

K'.mi}: under the name of
ir Paul Kern.

Reds shot

TWO Malaysian policemen
shot  dead one Communist
guerrilla and wounded and cap-
tured another  guerrilla Sun-
day night in a collee shop
i Petaling Jayu, a satellite
town on  the outskirts ol
the city, police said yester-
day In Kuals Lumpur,

Richocheting  bullets  hit
the owner of the shop and two

day,

Sutham (standing) pleading not guilty to the court while other defendan
wait for their turn,

to prison after the trial.

“Good luck, guys,” wall-wishers shouting to the defendants before their retu

House’s reply on 4

I Ll

motions Friday

FOUR interpellations submitted . by lawmakers on unemployment

amon

university graduates, quality of television movies, ancroachment on reserved fores
and creamation funds for village headmen, will be replied in the House on Frida

Lawmaker Sawasdi
Khamprakob, saying that
about [5,()({)0 graduates

from universities, technical
colleges and teacher train-
ing schools are still unem-
ployed, asked the Govern-
ment what is being done
to assist them,

Mr Sawasdi, 4 member
of the National Adminis-
trative Reform  Assembl
(NAI{A?. supgested In his
interpellation that the go-
vemnment should adopt
measures o expand pri-
vate and government in-
dustries 1o absorh  the

televsion  movies  could
be improved has been rais-
sed by lawmaker Yuang
I;mwil); who asks the
Prime Minister's Office Mi-
nister whether some im-
proper movies be taken off
the TV screen.

Lawmaker Suchart Te-
jasaen  wants  to know

what the Government has
done and will do to stop
the widespread jllegal poa.
ching in governmant re-
served forests,

Ie cited several loop-
holes in the current laws

ved torests,

The question of handsl
sulfered by relatives of ru
village headinen who rece
ed cremution allocation t
late for actual spending w
ralsed by Mr M) Daenvor
umember of NARA,

Ie said relatives of dece
village headmen have
wait one year before th
receive the whole of 15,01
baht cremation subsidy in It
tulments,

ed

The lawmaker usks 1l
Interior Minister whether |
had heard of the problem ar
whether  gome correct!



common probiems.

said the statement,

given incorrectly.

His statement indicates will lead the Thai dele- the r
that he may meet foreign gation to the UN General blems
- ministers from the three embly conference “D
Indochinese countries to which will bce'n on Sept tude
confirm Thailand’s policy 20 in New York. far, w
to solve border ro%lcms The minister said he our a
throu peaceful means, was still trying to contact porte:
NP 4 according to informed “third countries” to per- Mi
S : sources. suade Cambodia to nego- vyester
- Upadit . Minister Upadit said he tiate a peaceful means to e
’ ' : 7 Kraivi
\ e . v
' %ng wr, SpT-8Q 1977 g
Govt House pledges [
' LR j % 8 : R ' He
. ' g’:rtlil
@ @ i ' u
G ’ UN.m
ustiice 1or € Wi
‘ nister
. ; ¢ ; call a
THE Government House yesterday issued a statement reiterating that | zmbas
full judicial justice will be granted to the 18 defendants being tried in | rope
the Military Court in connection with the Oct 6, 1976 incident. o fth'
The trial, which began last Military Court Act enacted Orissa, the statement said, k “(I)r
Monday, will continue to be since 1955, the statement said. had been given 18 medical | ..
carried out openly and the Reiterating the govern- treatments outside the prison. tions
Press as well as observers, local ment’s determined intention He was visited by representa- PY th
and foreign, will be allowed to to follow the human rights tives of the International Red | in tha
witness the legal proceedings, principle within the legal Cross on May 23, this year, | ment’s
ramework, the statement said and representatives of the In- Q
The statement, it said, was relatives of the suspects had ~ ternational Commission of Ju- refuge
issued “because of some peti- been allowed to visit the sus- rists on July 8 and Interna- U i
tions and interviews had been pects frequently and sick de- tional Amnesty on Aug 26. col:;)tin
tainees, particularly Orissa The statement said of the h
The trial will be conducted Iyrawanwat, had been given 3,154 persons arrested in con- | FUMal
in strict compliance with the  proper medical treatment, nection with the Oct 6 inci- | CANNO
dent, all but the 18 had been | those
released within a reasonable | fides r
period of investigation. C

The Formula 1 Sports shoes

Air Siam a

SHUT down Air Siam appealed to
questing the Civil Court to take into c
against the Communications Ministry
fairly and illegally revoked its licence.

Air Siam attomney, Mr Prempricha 1
agreed with the Civil Court’s earlier w
hearing on the lawsuit.

The court, he said, should accept
merous facts which will be given by se
up the company’s complaint.

The company also charged the Cor
with violating the Cabinet’s decision
after seven months and 12 days of fligh

Continued Page i

Carla claims

A RESIDENT of Amphoe Srithat in
Monday by the “Carla’ depression wi
roads and bridges in the province.
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DEFIANCE

WASHINGTON - US Pre-
sident Jimmy Carter said yes-
terday that Israeli settlements
in occupied territory create
“additional ,problems’ in the
search for Middle East peace
and agreed that lIsrael is sett-
ling such areas in defiance of
his declaration that it is ille-
gal. — AP

New envoy

BRUSSELS - Career dip-
lomat Louis Vandenbiande
will be the next Belgian
ambassador to Thailand, the
Foreign Ministry announced
yesterday.

Currently ambassador to
the Philippines, he is a finan-.
cial expert and has held
posts in Rome, Pretoria, Jeru-
salem, Rotterdam, and Kisan-

 Uganda ‘executes’ 15

NAIROBI — Fifteen Ugandans including 13 men convicted
of plotting to overthrow President Idi Amin were executed
in Kampala yesterday diplomats in the U andan capital said.

There was no official confirmation from the Ugandan
authorities that the men had been executed buta Ugandan In-
formation Ministry official said he heard a volley of shots
in the city 10 minutes after they were due to face a firing
squad.

The diplomatic sources, contacted by telephone, said they
had been told the executions had taken place.

The shootings came amidst continuing speculation about
Amin who was reported by Ugandan authorities on Thurs-
day to be in a coma following an operation. No official bulle-
tins have been issued since.

Meanwhile in London, former Ugandan health minis-
ter Henry Kyemba believes that Amin’s reported coma is
“one of those stupid jokes that one has to get used to from
Kampala.”

He told a radio station that Amin was in good health but
wanted the world” to believe he was in a coma while a firing

gani, Zaire. — Reuter

squad executed the 15 people. — Reuter

Seni: I didn’t order|
mass arrests

. FORMER Prime Minis-
ter Seni Pramoj yesterday
denied his responsibility in
the mass arrests of over
3,000 people "during the
October 6 riots at Tham-
masat University last year.

In a Press statement,
M.R. Seni said: “In my
capacity as prime minister
and interior minister,
merely ordered the arrest
for investigation, the stu-
dents who held a demons-
tration which’ insulted the
Crown Prince which is a
violation of Article 112 of
the Criminal Code.”

The present Govemn-
ment, he said, has recen-

tly stated that the Seni
Pramoj’s Govemment or-
dered ‘the arrest of those
who forcibly obstructed

government officials in
their duties. on last Octo-
ber 6.

“] did not order arrests
for any. other crime and, my
statement was clearly: broad-
cast through radio ‘and televi-
sion on October 5 evening,”
he added. . .

A total 3,154 persons,
mostly - students, were arrest-
ed following the violence at
Thammasat  University in

which 46 people were killed.

In a separate statement,
‘ormer Commerce Minister
Damrong Lathapipat said most
of the former assemblymen of
the now-banned Democat
Party agreed that a clarifica-
tion should be made to pre-
vent further mimndcrxtmfhg
that the Seni Government was
responsible for the mass arrest.

Eighteen. persons, 14 of
them students, are . the only
remain detainces of the
3,154. They are scheduled to
appear at second hearing in
the Military Court on Octo:

ber \7 g
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him as;a dangerous “lefty” -if not a
communist, and his influence is — tem-
porarily at leasft —-on the wane. ',

_ Despite: the -setbacks+of the 1973
revolution: when  .the military . govern-
ment - was- overthrown, _the security
forces are doggedly determined. to win’
back ;' the 4,000-5,000 communist-
controlled villages at the rate of 1,000 a
year. The RTA can field two soldiess for
every. communist, compared with the
Malaysian ratio of 10 to one. But if
officially the problem is “manageable”
the fact remains that the growth rate of
guerillas in the north rose from 300¢%in,
1967 to 2,000"in 1970, and the 9,000
overall total seems to be growing.

The ‘new factor-is Cambodia, and -
officials blame all border incidents on' '
the Khmer Rouge whether initiated’ by -

characteristics of a. communist guerilla’

" job: some of the dead were searched out

of their houses by name;*the attackers '

£

did not carry strips of coloured cloth on "’
. their weapons as do Cambodians to de- -

-» note whether they are regional, zonal or

local troops; and they spoke in Thai,"

-Cambodian and Vietnamese. '
~ - There are three guerilla training

camps inside Cambodia ‘and linked to a - .
riverine base at Stung Treng on the Me- @

kong by a new road. The Voice of the
People of Thailand has promised to

liberate Areas 20 and 30 by the begin-

»

ning of next year and incidents along
- this section of the border are on the
upswing. From the map it is easy to see
why;- the area is on the vital bottom
stroke of the L-plan. . ;
Refugees at the Aranyaprathet - and

the’.CPT or not. In Area 30 (see map) “““other Cambodian refugee camps insist
this village of Ban Sa-Ngae is 90 minutes+ that the Cambodians train, supply and
drive through the flat; savannah border’

e

i Headman, refugee camp ch
area of rubber trees, banana clumps and
tapioca northeast. of the Thai-Cambo-
dian border crossing point of Aranya-
prathet, e Ve By

Ban Sa-Ngae has been attacked by
Khmer Rouge- (officially) and a group |

of 35 Cambodian spies (officially) was""

shot down by Border Police. This must..
be the first time that a band of men,
women and child ;spies has advanced-
over a frontier to spy in broad daylight,’:
but they did not live to set the record:

generally help the CPT in every possible

ot

3 3
e )

- hekd

e AN P ."~ S g e’
ildren: Recalling the horror.

.way, Clearly, it' suits the Thais to say
* that all incidents in the area are initiated
by the Khmer Rouge rather than admit
the CPT is behind them — even if they

‘. arey % 2 ;

.. Ithas also been arguéd that the Khmer:
“Serei anti-communist Cambodians pick-
“ed fights with Thai villages and were
‘responsible for past killings. But talking
: to_Thai soldiery on'the ground left this
+ correspondent in no doubt that. they
' have a two-way fight on their hands: by
2 day they watch the Cambodian border’
- for Khmer Rouge and at, night they

GRENAﬁ‘Es'::‘A}'z"fo as the aAttaickl-fOI;‘Tfhé-, ;must also_ be on their_toc?s against CPT..
village is concerned, ., the:identity and. guerillas. in..the mountains of the L

numbers of attackers and dead .seem
to change with ‘every group of reporters
visiting the ‘place. The 49-year-old
sergeant in charge of the defence of the:
village, Chamlong Sornsee, saw service
in Korea and Vietnam and told the
REVIEW that the 2.30 a.m, attack was
heralded by a flurry of rocket-propelled
grenades which caused (still visible)
damage. It ended with 14 villagers dead
and 13 guerillas claimed dead but taken ;
away by their comrades on the back of
a stolen water-buffalo,

The attack appeared to have certain

FAR EASTERN FOONAMIC PE/

- behind  them, Whether . the raiding.

-groups are CPT or Khmer. Rouge seems’
to matter little; they act in collusion
and by their attacks are bringing a new
dimension to CPT action. *

Of Ban Sa-Ngae’s normal complement
of 740 villagers, only 200 remain; . the

rest are.in a Thai refugee camp in near-.-

by Ta-Phraya, where the headman of the
- neighbouring village told the REVIEW
that his
- assault on his village was seeing his four

- children tossed up into the air onto the

bayonets of the black-clad attackers.
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i By Richard Nations
Bangkok: More than just the defendants
went on trial in Thailand last week
when 18, mostly university students,
were charged with an indictment that
read like a list of all the political dirty
linen taken in over the country’s three
. years of turbulent democratic rule: con-
' spiracy to incite public disorder, pro-
voke labour unrest, overthrow the
Government
monarchy. .
_ Those arraigned before the military
 tribunal are the “Thammasat 18” — the
alleged hard-core of the more than
3,000 arrested in the wake of a police
~assault on student demonstrators at

z- Thammasat University which left at
1" ‘least 46 dead on the morning of Octo-

ber 6 last year. .
,These 18, the Government charges,
were involved in the communist con-
spiracy which the military blocked by a
coup against Seni Pramoj’s democratic
- government. dnd declaring martial law
Z-on the :same. day. But along with a
“ sweaty [ tangle  of foreign television
i1 crews, correspondents, embassy staff,
. overwrought parents and the 18 young
and excitable defendants, a host of dor-
.mant political jssues has been crowded
- into, the stuffy:little courtroom tucked
away behind the massive facade of
Bangkok’s Ministry of Defence. K :
Ironically, the legitimacy  of-:1last
" October’s coup will be closely linked to
"how well the prosecution makes out-its
case of communist activities, treason
.and [2se-majesté — conviction on any
"one of which could mean execution by
. firing squad. ol

s Any hopes that thé defendants them-

“'selves. might defuse 'the situation by

. throwing themselves ‘on the mercy of .

the court were banished by the broad
smiles and victory signs they sported on
_entering the courtroom. All spbsequent—

-1y pleaded innocent.

: 'The outline of the students’ defence
-is foreshadowed in a letter written by
their relatives: to Prime Minister Tanin
Kraivixien, and echoed in the statements
of each. defendant, often cut short. by
‘the presiding judge. They deny the au-
thority of military courts to hear their
case under martial law decrees passed
“ after the coup which .deny them the
.right of appeal -and legal counsel.
. Moreover, they claim they were pro-

tected by the democratic constitution of

1974 which, until the coup, allowed
them the right to organise and demon-

and bring down . the .

1




strate. “‘Charges that they organised the
Hara textile factory and Dusit Thani
Hotel strike‘(critical to Thailand’s na-
scent labour'movement) may not stick.

Even if /the students. were involyed it

was legal under the labour laws at'the
time,” a sympathetic lawyer comment-
ed.

ranging a People’s Republic of China ex-
hibition which the Government claims
was intended to. incite communism . . .

tions with China at:the time after (for-
mer premier) Kukrit’s visit to Pek.mg in
1975. And the students had a pohce
permit for the exhibition,”

:The emotive and complex - issues m“

th1s case are likely to be judged quletly
in people’s homes where the Thammasat
18 may become a cause célébre symbo-
lising defiance of martial law. The Gov-
ernment’s best chance to win the case
there is to establish clearly the alleged
link between the defendants and a com-
munist conspiracy reaching back to De-
cember 1973 to -overthrow the mon-
archy.

STRONGMAN: The key to the Govern-
ment case could be proof the students
intended to hang in effigy Crown Prince
Vajiralongkorn at the crest of the
demonstrations ' against - the return of
exiled former strongman Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn. The ‘“hanging”

followed a mock trial meant as a protest: -

against the killing of political actmsts
by a provmcml official.

“The sime goes for the charge of ar-

i

M Al e m"‘w l.m BoTAy s:w.-

0 ¥ ‘uau#n.ll..“m--_m_mﬁn‘\;gx.

SINGAPORE ~ *' /" "

Photographs in the local presé'shovw-"

ing a remarkable resemblance between

the student playing the accused in ‘the -

mock trial and the Crown ‘Prince pro- .
voked a flood of royahst Vﬂlage Scouts
to back . the right-wing. groups who:
set the siege of Thammasat on Octo-.
ber 6.

However, the Government so far has

: only produced at best circumstantial ¢
* evidence in a separate trial of one of the
.- :actors in‘ the mock hanging event, The
Thailand wa$ opening diplomatic rela-

prosecution has also charged another
32, mostly  former student leaders
still ‘at large, in addition to the 18 in

_court. The names of many of these have
“figured in recent Communist Party of
“Thailand radio broadcasts and commu-

niques.

At the same time, it could be embar-
rassing for the Government to leave un-
explained the deaths of at least 46,
mostly students, who were beaten and
lynched by right-wing activists-during a’
hysterical five hours of bloodletting in-
side Thammasat,

Diplomatic observers note that the;
Tanin Government has stuck close to~

masat detainees. Over 3,000 of those

initially arrested were released. Those

held were reasonably well treated
throughout most of their detention,
Tanin has assured open trials. And the
defendants have been allowed legal -
counsel outside the courtroom, .
Ironically, some comment, the mamv
difference between the defendants and’
the mﬂxtary in ‘whose courts they are
.‘{5(/‘“.»41 3 A
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LAWYER‘ Gopalan Knshnaﬁ Ramian has’

retracted a confession that he had ac-'

companied Dr Poh Soo Kai (now under

detention) to treat an injured urban’

guerilla, Revealing this in answer to a
parhamentary question on the contmu—

ing detention of the 39-year-old lawyer,
Home Affairs Minister Chua Sian Chin’ -
said Raman was being ‘held because he’

was required for further interrogation
over the visit to the guerilla. '
_In a handwritten statement following

his arrest on February 10 under the-
Internal Security Act, Raman said that °

in December 1974 he went with Dr Poh
to Masai, Johore, to see the guerilla who
had been injured in a bomb explosion in
Still. Road, Singapore, ' earlier that
month, - g

The Home "Affairs Minister told Par-
liament on September 2 that Raman
had since retracted what he had said.
Commented Chua: “, . . after that bomb
incident the police issued a statement

FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW

By A Correspondent - L

requestmg doctors and hosp:tals to're-
port any person seeking treatment for-

_injuries from the incident. For a doctor’
to have clandestinely gone to the aid of

and to treat the injured. terronst was a
serious matter,
“‘On’" February '28, 1977 G.: Raman‘

‘was brought before a District Judge be-

fore 'whom he made a voluntary state-'

ment reaffirming his-allegation that Dr:
Poh Soo Kai had gone to’ Masai to treat .

the injured terrorist.

PROPRIETY:
confession reflected on the propriety of
Dr Poh’s professional conduct, Raman

was brought before the senior state

counsel to ‘enable the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s Chamber to lodge a complaint
with the Medical Council against Dr Poh
Soo Kai, At this juncture Raman re-
tracted that portion of his statement
relating to Dr Poh and the Masai trip.
He must have known that the Attorney-
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being tried is that the former is charged:

. its own rules in dealing with the Tham-¢ with plotting the overthrow of a demo-

cratic government, while the latter
actually accomplished it.

The prosecution claims to have over
200 witnesses which at the normal pace
of the Thai courts would stretch the
trial out for years. Insiders say the best

- hope for the defendants is an act of

‘mercy from. above. Many are looking
* towards the King's birthday on Decem-
ber 5. ; :

General wanted to use his -’evidence for
legal action against Dr Poh.:Raman, be-
ing a lawyer, must have also realised
that his own part in the Masai episode
could be reported to the Law Society -
for dlsmphnary actton agamst him-
self.”

Chua said that Raman was bemg held -

-under a two-year detention order. Gov-
‘ernment policy was to release detainees

who renounced communist involvement

. and denounced the use of violence as

advocated by the Malayan: Communist
Party to ‘topple the elected govern-
-ment. “Many, including those involyed'
‘with Raman, ‘who have ‘satisfied these
conditions have been released,” added
.Chua,

When the Muustry of Home Affairs

‘announced Raman’s detention earlier

this year it accused him of working with-
a group of Eurocommunists through the
Socialist International to exert pressire
on the Singapore Government to release
hardcore communist detainees. Raman
was also said to have tried to instigate
local groups, including students and
workers, to resort to agitation as part of
‘a plan to rebuild the communist Umted
Front in Singapore.
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hours of torrential rain which also caused
failure in nearly half of Taipei city, police

ar, which started late Wednesday night,
»f 315 millimetres (12 inches) of rain and
he city into a sea of muddy water this

police, the victims, including two chil-
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The eighteen defendants fac-
ing multiple charges over the
October 6 riots are against  the
idea of moving the trial from
the courthouse in the De-
fence Ministry to the Army’s
Quartermasters Department in
Pakkred District of Nonthabu-
ri.

~In separate letters written
on their behalf by their rela-
tives to the Military Court
and Judge Advocate General
Lt Gen Saming Tailangka,
they claimed that the trial in
an army compound will create
a ‘‘bad atmosphere”,

“The Quartermasters De-
partment,” they said, “is too
far and communication is in-
convenient gince there is only
one bus line plying that
route.”

The defendants said they
had earlier requested the trial
be opened to the public in the
Criminal Court where ‘‘the
atmosphere will be better.”

“If the authorities really
want to move the trial to a
new site, please open a tempo-
rary courthouse in the premise.
of the Police Private School in
Bpngkhen where we are being
detained,” they said.

Lt Gen Saming earlier an-
nounced that the open trial
will be moved from the De-
fence Ministry to the Army's
Quartermasters  Deopartment
where a new courthouse will
be erected to accommodate .
about 2,000 to 3,000 ple.

The next trial will be held
on October 7 and 13,

i also make

ay,” he said.
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The eighteen defendants fac-
ing multiple charpes over the
October 6riotsare against  the
idea of moving the trial from
the courthouse in the De-
fence Ministry to the Army's
Quartermasters Department in
Pakkred District of Nonthabu-
ri.

- In separate letters written
on their behalf by their rela-
tives to the Military Court
and Judge Advocate General
Lt Gen Saming Tailangka,
they claimed that the trial in
an army compound will create
a "‘bad atmosphere™.

“The Quartermasters De-
partment,” they said, “is too
far and communication is in-
convenient since there is only
one bus line plying that
route.”

The defendants said they
had earlier requested the trial
be opened to the public in the
Criminal Court where ‘‘the
atmosphere will be better.”

“IIP the authorities really
want to move the trial to a
new site, please open a tempo-
rary courthouse in the premise.
of the Police Private School in
Ban khen where we are being
detained,” they said.

Lt Gen Saming earlier an-'
nounced that the open trial
will be moved from the De-,
fence Ministry to the Army's
Quartermasters  Department
where a new courthouse will

be erected to accommodate .

about 2,000 to 3,000 people.
The next trial will be held
on October 7 and 13,
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Two of the defendants, Sutham Sasengprathum and Surachart Bumrungsuk (se-

~ \

cond and third from right) being escorted by wardens and policemen to the court-

house.
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" Trial of ‘Oct 6 accused’
postponed to next month

The accused in the case concerning October 6 riots were summoned
to the Military Court yesterday to be informed over the postponement
of their trial, carlier scheduled for tomorrow and next Thursday, to

November 17 and 24.

Police urge
Art 21 for
traffickers

The Police Department
has Krupuscd to the Inter-
ior Ministry the using of
Article 21, authorizing the
Prime  Minister  absolute
power on criminals,
against eight drug traffic-
kers, six of them women,
an informed source said
yesterday.

The department  said
the eight had been impli-
cated in several drug traf-
fick with foreign traders
and they were arrested on
June 15 this year with two
kilos of heroin in  their
suitcases, the source said.

They were identified as
Miss Ampom  Nisaicha-
roen, Mr Kongsak Purin-
harinchote, r Somkiat
sac Kang, Miss Chitraporn
sac lleng, Miss Sompong
sac Heng, Mrs Varapom
Ilamchira[(ajnm, Mrs Bun-

m Plaiyan and Mms

upapom FPurinharinchote.

The court also com-
plied to the defen-
dants’ earlier request
for the public prose-

Dan, was fined 80 dollas
by tho same court Sept 20,
and i serving a two-month
jall term because sho could
not pay the fine.

he prosecutor, Ustaz
Saad Bin Saidin, said Lebai
Omar's first offence with Do-
yah was two years when
thoy were both fined $264 and
paid the penalties After the
sccond offenée they were
jailed for a month with no
Mnes.

This time, the prosecutor
appealed for leniency and
said the couple now planned

to marry, since Doyah has
divorced  ber  husband  of
15-years.

Lebai Omar told reporten
he met Doyah about three
years ago when they were
working in a sugar-cane plan-
tation. “"We like ecach other's
company and get along very
well”

Alert and quick with his
replics, Lebal Omar told re-
porters he podaled a bicycle
to court during his trial from
his house, five miles away.

cutor's documents on
lawsuit against them so
that the defendants
could thoroughly stu-
dy .them before the
trials.

As for the defen-
dants’ request to be
detained together in
the same prison so
that they could joint-
l*; prepare for the tnial,
the Military Court said
it will have to be per-
mitted by the Correc-
tions Department, and
not the court.

The court also turn-
ed down another re-
E}ucst made by the 18

efendants to move
the trial site from
the courtroom in the
Defence  Minist to
the Private olice

School at Bangkhen.
The trial will be
moved to the Army
Quartermaster Depart-
ment as earlier an-
nounced by the Judfe
Advocate General’s
Department.
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Today is the last
dt:i' of the National
Administrative Reform
Assembly’s second ses-
sion and it is expected
to be a hard day for
law-makers as eight
bills are on in the
agenda for delibera-
tion.
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Five of them, sponsor-
ed by the Cabinet, include
the Insurance Bill, the
bill on civil responsibility
for radiation leakage, the
amendment of the Land
Law, the bill on the esta-
blishment of Sea Trans-
portation Council and the
amendment of the Civil
and Commercial Code.

Law-maker  Songsuk
Pakkasem introduces the
bill on the establishment
of Agricultural Council
and the other two propos-
ed by Mr Chakchar Chari-
yavejwatana are the Insur-
ance Bill and the amend-
ment of Civil and Com-
mercial Code. 4o

The NARA, m‘canwhile,
reported that 38 bills have
law-ma-

been a&aproved b
kers following 35 meetings
in the second session

which started from May

Of the 38 bills, 37
were proposed by Cabi-
net including the Budget
Bill, and only one was In-
troduced by a member.
The NARA “also approved
four Royal Decree sub-
mitted ¥)y the Govern-
ment.

All of the passed legisla-
tions have been enforced,
a NARA official said.

It was also reported
that the high figure of 103
interpellations had been
filed by law-makers and
only 48 issues were re-
plied by the Government.

Law-makers also sub-
mitted to the NARA 12
urgent motions requesting
the government’s clarifi-
cation and eight of them
were given their reply.

The House Speaker will
read the Royal Decree to
declare the closing of the
session at the end of to-
day’s meeting.
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