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Bangkok weather forecast: Max. temp. 34.5(- Min. temp. 26.0¢.. Partly cloudy sky. chance of rainf:
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BANGKOK, Friday Morning. October 21, 1977

Thanin Govt ousted in quick takeover

- m—

COUP D’ETAT

;*%‘%:Electlons by next year

A “REVOLUTIONARY PAR'IY" led by Admiral Sa-ngad Chalaw-
yoo seized power at 6.00 pm yesterday and promised elections next
year,

Dissolving the year-old Thanin Kraivichien Government, Constitution
and the National Administrative Reform Assembly, the Revolutionary
Party announced that martial law will remain in force.
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SUPREME Commander Gen Kriangsak Chammanan has been given
another vital role as National Peace-Keeping Director by the order of
the Revolutionary Party late last night.
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THE NATION REVIEW Bangkok Friday, October 21, 1977

OBSTINATE OVERCONFIDENCE LED TO
DOWNFALL OF THANIN'S GOVERNMENT

HE “SHELL" DISGORGED the “oyster”
yesterday in a move which had apparent-
ly been forced on the “shell” itself.

The parodysounds paradoxical today. The
Thanin Government, which had all along
described itself as the “oyster” operating
under the firm protection of the military Prime
Minister's Adwvisory Council, chose to _ﬁ:o_.m
the “request” of its protector to reshuffle the
Cabinet to improve its image —— and forced a
showdown. g

The result of the confrontation is now his-
tory.

The signs had come out clear -- if in a subtle
way, wrapped in tongue-in-cheek statements
from leading members of the Advisory Council.

The insistenceand emphasis on ‘‘unity” ex-
pounded repeatedly by the nin
Government was tell-tale m:o:mr Thai people
used to such wellcoated implications, knew
that when “‘unity™ was stressed too often, it
often means that it wasnt there.

The honeymoon between the Thanin
Government and his military advisers could
have lasted longer had Thanin and some of
his outspokean Cabinet members, not develop-
ed that sense of overconfidence to the point
of arrogance which became embarassing to
the very group of people who put them in po-

wer on Oct 22, last year.

Apparently taking a more liberal line than
the civilian ministers, the military leaders
became impatient when the ‘‘government of
reform™ took on an extreme line in almost
all major policies.

When Thanin chose to stress the obvious in
his policy and failed to come up with concrete
positive achievements, particularly in the
economic field, their confidence began to wa-
ver. The advisers n.ﬁ.v_ﬂ could not afford to
risk “backing the wrong horse” too long.

Attempts were made to take corrective ac-
tions while the split was just emerging. But the
advisers soon found that they were dealing
with a government which was intent on follow-
ing its own line of action. In other words, the
advisers began to feel that the Thanin Govern-
ment was taking them just as “advisers” whose
advice may or may not be taken up.

With the unrelenting tough line taken by the
Thanin Government, things began to burst in
the seams. Ocpw._._ﬂsr catch-all blasting at people
from several walks of life from the govemment
ended up with more dissatisfaction among the
people.

The Press, suffering long and hard pressure,
began to chime in. And the muted Press began

to make it plain that the Thanin Government
was determined to push the Press out of
existence.

In other words, the government considered
all kinds of criticism from the Press, or any in-
dividual for that matter, intelerable.

Meanwhile, the government’s much-publiciz-
ed claim of improved investment atmosphere,
of the public appreciating its actions, of more
polit stability and of blessing by implica-
tion by the advisers began to disintegrate.

The country began to fall into factions, as
confirmed by Admiral Sa-ngad last night and
most people feel that Thanin’s 12-year dose of
preparation for democracy was nidiculous —
if not outright unpalatable.

Added to the dwindling position of the go-
vernment was the arrogance and ::no:ﬁomw.
ble hostile rhetoric from Interior Minister Sa-
mak Sundaravej who had virtually alienated
most of the people who had played a part in
placing him where he was.

Indirect warnings and pleas from the advi-
sers did not help. Thanin government be-
gan to grow too big for itself and, with the Go-
vernment-Press war boiling up, the situation
began to take a new turn.

e advisers had apparently been having
second thoughts for some months but were

The tantaliz

CTOBER IS A JINXED

MONTH, one newspaper them?
wrote about two weeks ago and Ed:
ant neamntly claead dawn far ite

rumours [ hear? Any truth in

“We are crowded with
rimours. If vou want I'll give vou

the largest circulation,

moming quoted Navy Commander
-in-Chief Amomn Sirikaya as den-
ying any knowledge of a change

thinking of some way of pushing for gradual
changes in the Cabinet. .

Thanin wasn't going to budge an inch. It was
to be a show-down. When he appeared on tele-
vision on Oct 12, he sounded extremely con-
fident. He even laid down the programme for
the next three years. )

But elsewhere things had begun to disente-
grate. The bombing incident in the South
earlier last month had provided the last straw -
worsened by Samak's remarks in the National
Adminitrative Reform Assembly.

Then, he forced the lawmakers to move.
Then, he angered the <onm:c:£ students
enough for them to come out publicly calling
for his resignation.

It was only a natural course to take for the
advisers who asked that the Cabinet be reshuf-
fled if the government was to continue in of-
fice with a better image.

The *‘advice" did not flow smoothly enough.
The advisers, according to informed sources
sought change of 9 of the 17 Cabinet members.

The response was cool and not too obliging.

Then came the ultimatum. ) )

Then came at 6 pm when patience, running
dry for weeks, totally evaporated.

ng pile-up of

rumours...and then the coup

yesterday Under the heavy pressure of
rumours, there will always be wags
who come out with their brand of
macbre humour. One of them
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With the unrelenting tough line taken by the
Thanin Government, things began to burst in
the seams. Outright, catch-all blasting at people
s of life from the government
ended up with more dissatisfaction among the

from several w.

people.

e Press, suffering long and hard pressure,
em in po- began to chime in. And the muted Press began

CTOBER IS A JINXED
MONTH, one newspaper
wrote about two weeks ago and
got promptly closed down for its
astrologically oriented comment.
And then came the rumours,
thick and fast like a howling hail-
storm, beginning Wednesday after-
noon. Under such circumstances a
newspaper office is the target of
both rumour mongers and those
who seek  confirmation of
rumours.

Rumours of all shapes and sizes
and colours were pouring out of
telephones, jamming the lines so
much so our reporters had barely
a chance to. ring their sources
and check the rumours. “The Ca-

biret has resigned™. . . ““The mili-
tary has asked for a Cabinet re-
shuffle immediately"’, “The

Prime Minister says he will not re-
sign”. . .“Many of the Cabinet
ministers are under house arrest”

. .“The Prime Minister is just
now submitting his resignation to

Typical of the atmosphere in
this office was one telephone
conversation. when a foreign cor-
respondent called one of our edi-
83“ -

FC: “What about all these
FORMER Prime

( wnister
Thanin Kraivichien's tenure
as Chief Exccutive of the Ad-

appointed on Oct 22, last

year, mﬂn._ mmu days in office.

His Majesty"’. . etc. . .etc.. ete. ..

el i g anin G O<._~.m

placing him
Indirect warnin
sers did not help.

rumours | hear? Any truth in
them?

Ed: “We are crowded with
rumours. If you want I'll give you
some of the juicy ones.”

FC: *“I don't want juicy ru-
mours. Has the government re-
signed?”

Ed: “That's one of the first
rumours we got. Want any more?”

“Thanks" he said and rang off.

But were they really rumours?
For people who have lived under
newspaper censorship and - have
been totally deprived of investi-
gative reporting, rumour has been
the grist of coffeeshop-talk and
cocktail party chatter. To those of
us in journalism, rumours flowed
down our backs like a waterfall on
aduck’s back.

What exactly is a rumour?
Only hours before the coup was
announced, the National News
>nm=n.._< came up with an “‘urgent
special report” quoting Mr Dusit
Siriwan, Minister attached to the
Prime Minister’s Office, as denying
that the government has resigned.
He said, ““The government is still

administering the country's af- -

fairs.’”” Was that a rumour?
Thai Rathn,. the newspaper with

and pleas from the advi-
Thanin government be-
gan to grow too big for itself and, with the Go-
vernment-Press war boiling up, the situation
.!wmm._s to take a new tumn. ’
e advisers had apparently been having
second thoughts for some ‘months but were

the largest circulation, yesterday
moming quoted Navy Commander
-in-Chief Amorn Sirikaya as den-
ying any knowledge of a change
in government or a coup. *“I
think they are’ only rumours.
Someone called me up the other
night to say there was a coup.
But nothing -happened,’” the
admiral said. Was that a rumour?

During the past year when
readers did not believe newspa-
pers and newspapers did not
believe official announcements, a
certain category of journalists had
developed who had become quite
adept in evaluating rumours. They
would dismiss some rumours as
pointless and will say that some
other rumours had an element of
truth.

Some of them in the staff of

" this newspaper evaluated the piled

-up rumours of Wednesday after-
noon and evening as worth worry-

ing about and said that the sheer .

quantity and diversity of it could
not just have been the invention
of some fertile mind. .

They ate the humble pie Wed-
nesday night when nothing hap-
pened but they came back strong
and roved themselves right
yesterday evening. . e

B T T T -

most of Bm_%_movﬂ who had played a part in fice with a better image.
ere he was.

The “advice” did not flow smoothly enough.
The advisers,
sought change of 9of the 17 Cabinet members.

The response was cool and not too obliging.

Then came the ultimatum. .

Then came at 6 pm when patience, running
dry for weeks, totally evaporated. ‘

The tantalizing pile-up of

rumours...and then the coup

according to informed sources

Under the heavy pressure of
rumours, there will always be wayps
who come out with their brand of
macbre humour. One of them
said, “Oh no, there will be no
coup. They (nobody specified
who ‘they' were) dont want
October to be a completely jinxed
month. They are waiting for No-
vember.”

Another said, “Who wants new
wine in an old-bottle?"’

And the jokes went on re-
lieving the tension caused by
conflicting rumours as both the
radio and the television were
turned on for confirmation. idut
Wednesday passed by with nary
a hint of corroboration.

Thursday started with the dis-
section of the previous day’s ru-
mours with the *“‘rumour-evalua-
tors’” refusing to admit that all the
‘information’ over the telephones
was false, :

By yesterday afternoon it had
become clear to everyone that
no government could function un-
der the plethora of rumours
that were again piling up and the
announcement of the coup came
as an anti-climax.

And - again:

Were  they

- rumours?

3 T : Joing some thing it deems un
: : - . - suitable,
Aug. 31: - Thanin Kraivi-
m : m q _\m — = chicn outlines the: six most
S : dangcrous threats to the coun-
try 1n his address to a group of
A ffae. Y. © - s -cotam amalmes .
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LOCAL NEWS

Human rlghts group

pleads amnes T
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THAI puts

off Airbus
- tripdue
"toRP ban

AN ORDER by the
Revolutionary Party to
government and state en-
terprise officials to sus-
pend ‘‘unnecessary’’ trips
abroad has resulted in
the cancellation of Thai
Airway$ International’s
introductory flight for
the Press and honoured
guests.

" The national flag car-
rier had earlier scheduled
to fly its first brand
new wide-bodied Airbus
A-300 B4 on November
5 to Manila and had in-
vited more than 200 dis-
tinguished guests includ-

ing the mass media and’

state enterprises officials
on board..

According to the Vice
President of THAI, Prom
na Thalang, the com-
pany has indefinitely
postponed the introduc-
tory flight because “most
of the invited guests will
not be joining the trip.”

Supreme Patriarch
Snmrdai Phra Arivaswnnn.

try.
The petition, signed by
63%{peoplc from a%l walks
was to be presented
to the RP leader, Admi-
ral Sa-ngad Chalawyoo, by
two coordinators,
Vongvovisith  and Miss
Vani Bangprapa, but they
were told that Admiral Sa-
ngad was not available be-

advance appointment.

Paisal 1s 2 third-year li-
student of
Thammasat University
while Miss Vani is a

aduate from the Arts

aculty of Chulalongkorn.

The two will try to pre-
sent the petition again to-
day

beral arts

etition was or-

p.amzed y thé Coordinat-

Palsal .

cause there had been no |

54 YRS FOR
STEALING

AN alleged thief was sen-
tenced by the Appeals Court
to 54 years in prison yester-
day for 168 thefts.

Pek sa¢ Lim who appuled
against the Criminal Courts
earlier penalty of 105 years’
imprisonment was
with smuggling gasoline from

the US base in Thailand forf _

ing Group for Religion and
Society (CGRS) a small
non-denominational group
concerned over human
rights in Thailand.

The petition said the
group fully supported the

aim of the Revolutionary

Party to decrease tensions
and create unity in Thai-
and.

‘“We believe that if the
Revolutionary Party opens
a chance for - political
suspects to use their abili-
ty to help solve the situa-
tion in the country, all
tension will be relaxed,”
the letter said.

A spokesman said the
group three main cate-

for

632 signatures on petmon ‘

A HUMAN nghts group ymterday petitioned the Revolutnonary Par-
ty to grant an amnesty to all detamed “political detainees™ in the coun-

young Thais on trial in a
Military Courton charges
ot treason and Commu-
nist activities arising fromr
violence - at Thammasat

University on Oct- 6, last

year, some 20 sentenced
under summary power by
the previous government
in ' connection . with an

abortive coup last March
26 and about 1,100 -
detained by police since

Oct 6 last undcr decrees
providing for the arrest of
those . cons:dcred “detri-
mental to society.”

The petition said the
previous Thanin Govern-
ment had applied *‘oppres-
sive measures™ against per-

gories of prisoners in mind 'sons who did not agree

ey e the. 18 opos o
Drug traffickers seized

TWO Laotian refugees who escaped from a refugec ;
Khai were arrested in Bangkok Wednes-

trafficking charges.
Pohcc nabbeg hfn E.wlda 32 who used i

camp in Non
day night on

Khamp

the Thai name of Supachai Lzesuwan in a'raid-on a
shophouse on Sukhumvit Road and seized 350 grammes

of heroin No 3; estimated to:be worth about 70 000 ‘

baht.

Khamphan confessed that the heroin belongéd t

b, 2 Y T Lh 5. e % %




Revolutionary  Party
Chairmari Admiral Sa-ngad
Chalawyoo yesterday cate-
goricall¥ rejected  an
al for amnesty for the
“Oct 6”. 18 accused and
those E‘ailcd in connection
. with the March 26 abor-

tive c%}v.

Admiral Sa-ngad was re-
ferring to aa apg;:al lod-
ged on Thursday g a hu.
man rights: q’oup earing
632 signatures asking for
an amncstg' to all detained
“political detainees” in the
country.

“The case of the 18
ﬁ?mn‘ connected = with

Oct 6 incident has
ahud&v been sentto court.
The Revolutionary Party
cannot infringe upon the
court’s authority. Other-
wise, we may have people

.| one and democrac

- WUWLYYWWaAS & asmasmmssie wmanue

her immediate nei urs.

M.R. Kukrit, w orgau-
od through }f%rjg on%
after a recent 10-day visi
to China, was also quoted

by the maﬁ?u.lnc as saying

t general elections with-
in a lyenr would brin
“complete chaos ” in Thai-

“What I am unhappy
about is the imminence o
general elections within a
year (as promised by the
military). 1 think that
would be complete chaos
and would bring all the
undesirable things. We
would be back to square
would
again be destroyed,” M.R.

ukrit was quoted as say-
ing.

M.R. Kukrit predicted that
if elections were held within a
year, “the Democrats will win
again. My brother (former
Premier M.R. Seni Pramof)
will again become the prime
minister and God helps us.™

Australia
names new

ambassador

GORDON JOCKEL,
Director of Australia’s
Joint Intelli i-
zation ' (JIO), has'
named - Ambassador .to

iland, Foreign Minls-
ter Andrew Peacock &inn

Canberra.
Peacock sald Jockel,
57, has been director of

JIO in the Australian
Defence Department
since 1972.

He was previously a
career diplomat snd was
ambassador to Indonesia
from 1969 to 1872.

Jockel will succeed
Marshal Johnston, 54,
the Ambassador
to slland, who will
:noorm smbassador to
ren.

L

resigning like the case in |
::l%m,“ Admiral Sa-ngad
On the detention of the
20 persons jailed by an
Wilte: i Article 21 order signed by
he manage- former Prime ister
, of course. Thanin Krai\'iCJﬁCn, Admi-
t it could ral Sa-ngad said: “That
ivate com- case has been closed and at
ill:t.rl’h?g: the momerlx]t. ‘;ﬁ hnvei not
or ven any thoughts to it.”
gt 40 do g Askeg aﬂout tfhe enact-
- ment of a law of amnesty
T Continued Page 3 .
to sell the
:p to neigh- o=
Aslan coun-
tepublic of
| the most
m marketing
Jons in this
as Pracha is
> be able to
duction, and
TV stations
I already be

Stam Shoppe

~N

Ierhmlnnmlsﬂn

game at his Lardprao residence.

volutionary * Party, Admiral

Sangad Chalawyoo, yester-

day granted police investi-
Fton the right to detain
or an indefinite perdod
seven suspects held on char-
E of drug-trafficking and
plngof a minor,
Police investigators had
sought the Xermhdon to
continue holding the ms-
pects on the grounds that
the probe into the two
cases would require much
more time as permitted un-
der the law, -
The four suspects held
on drug-trafficking charges
are Lao Phan sae Yang
alas Phan Su Siang, Pricha
alias Singsa sse Chin, Sal
Continued Page 3

Civil

t's "Art. 20° fro

+ IT WILL be “Article 20” — no
Article 17 as was the case before.
But the basic clause will be the s
constitution will contain an article t
minister absolute power to hand .

punishment sgainst accused in severs
" Tha rrsn weas etanad nn Dt 20
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12 !
standmg and ‘sympathy ‘between Tha1- eristein’s monster.” He is confident that . - Kukrit also took a rather relaxed view | i withi
“land ‘and *her 1mmediate neighbours.” " with Tanin' gone, - ‘Thailand’s" relations . of the recent Soviet delivery of 10 MiG- kE ' from I
''This,” in; any case, was”the direction. with'Indochina will improve rapidly*— .21 jet fighters to Laos. “I don’t see any- E% were a
~which his Chintese hosts would like Thai-, :»in particular,: full diplomatic relations thing wrong there.” Then he added: | | posture
land to take. The message that Kukrit = will be' established between Bangkok  -“What can Laos do with -the Soviet | i‘ . anti-co.
got ‘from Chairman Hua, Hao Teh-clung, and *Hanoi  “within the very near fu-.;MiGs'except to fly around? They have FE  yested
Director of the People’s ‘Institute''o ‘2',- ture.”” The border committee between ‘not’ got:rany -petrol. 1 mean, after all ' relatior
Foreign Affairs (what Kukrit calls an al-=" Thailand and Cambodia’ at’ t could | Thailand is Laos" OPEC [Orgamsatton of local bi
ternate foreign ministry), and Han Nien- . also be :evaved ,: 4 -"'-:,, . 1Petroleum Exporting Countries] U 2as But
lung, Deputy. Foreign Minister in.charge pa RSN : 5 ; LR ‘the ye:
of Southeast Asija, is that “China wants - the m
a firm. friendly relation’ with Thaﬂand ‘policies
“and ‘from_that China would like to see . ‘visory
'peace in Southeast Asia.” He cqnflrmed & disastrc
"that Peking had agreed to lend its “good .} ‘most
offices” ‘ to. work for. peace ' between’ group
“Thailand and its leftist nexghbours Cam-, ‘came k
: bodia, Vletnam and Laos : especm]]y cause ¢
Cambudla _’-‘r : pHE FURERCE S -lenges 1

¥ HEcst down v
NO - MEETING Kuknt demed he: had ¥ ‘and the
secretly met the Cambodian Premier’ Po] ~ Even
Pot and said the presence of the two in army, |
-Peking, at’ the-same- time was just an- military
:“accident.” “He did " admit  to having | Thailan
learned about Cambodian thinking from ' “banan
the Chinese, who were confident that if - the Pal
China .and ‘Thailand--became good countet
friends the - problem -with, Cambodia changes
could be solved very easily. % . torial 1
+'While , China would like' to see a- sions t
cchange "of attitude in Bangkok, itralso "% : & Aqu s'm”ddem Kmnwk myhﬂ A A Tanin ¢
appears. to have urged moderation on %) N ; his min
Phnom Penh -leaders.” Kukrit' says that ; to stanc
duringthei;visiyto: Poking. bath Pol 5 e m |tq ry m U sc e |n
Pot and leng Sary [Cambodia’s Deputy TWO PC
Premier in charge of foreign affairs] 0 ed to
probably had -a kind of sensible'talk = - g / - By Richard Nations ‘ : f resignin
with the Chinese leaders and it has given Bangkuk After a year of Prime Minister ‘in society.,” Sangaad, however,% tem- pointm.
them some sort of change of view .. Tanin Kraivixien’s crusading anti-com- phasised that Tanin’s 12-year timetable raised (
they = probably 'received : some very ~munism, the same generals who backed :for a return to' democracy was ‘‘too mander
moderatmg influence from the Chmese him 12 months ago overthrew his gov- - slow” and *“not in aceord w1th the emergec
leaders.” ernment early on the evening of Octo- .wishes of the people.™ ‘ made n
(In fact,’ on October 24, Radlo ber \20 in the name of :liberalism ‘at i ' The Revolutionary Party’s first press nin’s pc
Phnom ~ Penh broke its nine-month home and detente abroad. conference, - the following = day, ~was the twe
silence on Thailand and mentioned the The first announcement by the new 'marked more by good-humoured relaxa- | month.
meeting' between Ieng Sary and Thai ' Revolutionary Party — almost to a man tion than hard quest1onmg or apprehen- were rel
Foreign Minister Upadit Pachariangkul ~ the 23 generals who-seized power on sion, =/ -+ i tions a
at the United Nations. On its part, the October 6 last year as the National Ad- Adm. Sangaad, who was chauman of October
new ‘military regime has retained Upadit = ministrative’ Reform Council (NARC) — ‘the NARC and defence ministet in the young
in the post despite the dismissal of the promised press freedoms, the lifting of ~Tanin Cabinet, surfaced as the Chairman aligned
Tanin cabinet.) . martial law and return to open politics, 'of the new party, with Supreme Com- monarc
As Kukrit sees it, the problem be- general elections in 1978, and a new ap- ~mander General Kriangsak Chamanand | But |
tween Cambodia and Thailand is basical-  proach to the: d1plomat1c: deadlock w1th (National Peace-Keeper) and army com- slow fo.
ly that of unmarked borders — alegacy Indochina. .mander-in-chief * General/ Serm . na- . initiatec
of history. A good beginning wasmade,  The tone of the ¢oup was in sharp Nakorn (Peace-Keeper “of Bangkok) last we
he says, when in 1975 leng Sary, sent  contrast to that of October 1976. None completing the triumvirate. Friday
by. premier Chou En-lai, visited Bang- of the tension and fear that followed in This year’s coup was no better plan- young
kok, and established -diplomatic rela- the wake of the Thammasat University 'ned than %Yhe last, and the ruling trium- Colonel
tions. “We were all very friendly, very riots last year was apparent in this often ~ verate that emerged-from it was the re- spurs’” ¢
chummy and then Pichai [Rattakul] nervous capital when 150 troops occu- -sult of an 11th-hour compromise which kok's 41
came and carried on with the good pied Government House at 6 pm to de- :failed to resolve the conflicts in the mili- ters anc
work. Everything stopped when Tanin, tain the Cabinet. People in Bangkok tary that kept/Tanin in office far longer ing the
that funny little man, turned up.” The were for the most part indifferent. than most had expected. nisters.
deposed Tanin, he says, “is so absorbed The first speech by Revolutionary This time, though, the confllcts in the Thephat
in fighting communism that he does not  Party Chairman, Rear Admiral Sangaad . military arose over not whether to.re- of the a
know what he is doing. He mixes up for- Chaloryu, read: like a: liberal counter- .move Tan}n, but how. A year .of Tanin’s nin whe
eign “affairs, foreign relationships, with - point to the stern and doctrinaire tone -McCarthyism at home convinced  key army
doctrinal struggle.” . of deposed prime minister Tanin’s first :generals that Thaijland’s elite 'would not | Adm. S
Kukrit says with a hearty laugh nationwide address last year. Tanin then - long survive alienating the press,/ /labour, suade T
‘“Tanin was made to be a Pinocchio of dwelled on the “dangers of communism students, , politicians’; .and even the None
the army but he turned out. to be Frank- “which:seeks to.instil hatred and conflict  bureaucracy. /Bloody; *border.. claehes ‘upper r.
NOVEMBER','1977 FAR EA!
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- initiated the chain of events:that led to,

W1th: Cam‘hodm, “ hos propg
from Hanoi, and a bad press in the US ?
were; ascribed to Tanin’s cold-wamor

posture towards cominunism; -And- his
:anti-corruption drive - threatened , the ;
vested' “interests, of some generals® COZy

relations: with corrupt bureaucrats and
local big business. ;

¥ !
But above all, Tanin had learned over

the year to exploit the divisions within
the military itself to force _through
policies which many on his Military Ad-
visory Council thought ridiculous: if not"
disastrous. The former prime minister’s’
most embittered opponents - wlre a’

group  of  field-grade .officers who. be- N

came known as the “young: turks” be-
cause -of . frequent criticism®and [chal-
lenges to his Cabinet which’ Tamn faced
down with, support from Adm. Sangaad
and the navy,

Even . though Tanm alienated: the

army, King Bhumibol opposed an-open'.
military takeover.for fear of demotmg
Thailand’s image: abroad. to that of ais
“banana ‘monarchy.” Sources close ‘to.
the Palace claim.the King would only
countenance smooth and constitutional ,

changes of government. But the dicta- -

torial 1976 Constitution had no . provi- :
sions .to':allow . Cabinet * changes and
Tanin' adopted the. tactic of backing all -

his ministers so the Cabinet would have ;

to stand or fall a8 One, ;. .y .ty

™0 POLES" The on'ly ‘way out seem-.

ed to be-.to embarrass Tanin into -

resigning., Andafter .the ‘military ap-:;
pointments- at: the begmnmg of October -
raised Gen, Kriangsak to Supreme Com- -
mander, . two clear. poles’ of - power
emerged, . Privately, - Gen. - Knangsak

made no secret of his distaste for. Ta- ﬁ

nin’s policies. Personal quarrels between '
the two became more heated early last

month. ‘These . differences at the” topy“

were reflected in small street demonstra-
tions 'against: ‘Tapin'in September. and
October And the ultra-nghtlst activists,
young * tirks | ‘and . /liberal ‘newspapers:
aligned against Ta:‘un in the'name-of th
monarchy. ‘s MM A

But the sirateg‘y of attrition was oo
slow for the impatient young turks ‘who

'I!I

last week's ‘¢oupi#Omn Octobor 14 the:
Friday' before the ‘coupi ‘a«group’ of /
young . officers led by Lzeutenant-‘-
Co]onel Prachak. Swangchltr, the “hot”
spurs” of the young turks; met at Bang-
kok’s 4th: Armoured! Dwmon headquar-
ters and drafted an'ultimatum demand-
ing the resignationof seven Cabinet mi- -
nisters.- Some’ soutces say- General :Yos
Thephasdin, deputy commander-in-c¢hief
of the army, carried the message to Ta-
nin who rejected it:/Over the weekend,
army commander-in-chief . Serm and
Adm. Sangaad reportedly tried:to' per-
suade Tanin to'bend.:He refused.
None of the key ‘power-brokers ifr'the
upper ranks of the army can afford to

FAR EASTERN-ECONOMIC .REVIEW
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e of :the attahon

the: . past; ‘.however,.,Serm,;. oS :ran
'Knangsak thave: managed; to,sevade the

last-minute * ‘compromise. , But: this. time ;

“~the rupture between Gen. Kriangsakiand"-
X . .:}:J" ER

Tanin was too deepiy 2w
-Gen,, Knangsak ‘backed th lyoung
turks‘*ultlmatum by calling .the: Prime"

Ministerto' a heated" isession fat the Su-"

. vpreme:Command. on, Tuesday: morning,

:October-18. Tanin :was told either to re- .

'shuffle. the: Cabinet ‘or resign. He refus-
-ed.i+ Unconfirmed ::ireports v:say . ‘that
‘Kriangsak then went to Tanin’s office in
Government. House: the. following day,
.and. warned: him: of  the: coup 1f he re- °
‘mained intransigent, +.. . ik
According to the same account even
Serm and.Sangaad: threw their support

behind ithe coup when. on Wednnsday"

*inight.. the Palace refused .an audienge to
Tanin:..The | gesture, was taken. as.the
King, washing ;his hands of. the matter.

“commandets ‘who-control the traops:In.

o

But the new power* alhances in the

u ‘army w Knangsak Yos and the young

Tturks = were’ guickly camouﬂaged bylan -
“attempt to return to the old formula of
1 civilian- leader — Sangaad s retired ~
‘with. the. military in the. background.

~.But. the .compromise appeased neither
~ side’ and - began to become unravelled

“within a week. .
Sources cIose to the Palace say the

“King was unhappy with the coup. When

Adm. Sangaad approached the Palace
_~for the traditional post-coup blessing, he

. was received /coolly. According to this

“account, the King turned his back on
‘him and said simply:. *I wish you all
well.”?

Three days later, the King broke tra-
dition by wearing a business suit to a
‘royal ceremony honouring his: -ancestor,
King Chulalongkorn. Protocol demands
ceremonial half-dress, The gesture was

§ ‘interpreted by some of Thailand’s well-
5 informed‘ aristocracy as a symbol of

dlsappro\'
‘Nor-are: the”young turks happy Adnt;

‘Sangaad .backed.. the -Cabinet. against .

hem.:in® past feuds and . theyiifear he,.

cleft between;the,young:turks and tho,-' too,z will: stum; into? another*—Tanmnm i
;Palace: over. Tanin’s: resignation: with:a® | time.. On - October 24, Prachak:led: an- -

.- other delegation fo' Gen Serm’s thouse
;in-a bid.to. push:theicoup:to- its conclu-
“sion,remove all frontmen, and: bring:the
.army.up-front under aconstitution thét
_would.'ensure’ that. the: civilian cabinet

- would take orders from the'military and

. not just accept “advice.”. iy iy
~«On the.same ~day; the announcement
of a civilian cabinet and an interim con-
‘stitution . was postponed and a ‘“‘tem-
porary’’.. administrative ' reorganisation
was set’ up:. Adm: Sangaad remained
leader of the Revolutionary Party, but
Gen Kriangsak was put at the head of a
““secretariat” that grouped the govern-

iment - ministries ‘under- various “‘direc-

torates ” Informed observers: viewed it

as ' anotheri! comprormsn ‘which was
“bourd to crumble, - il
LAl the!vital questxonsl raised by the
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Order No. 20 making it
possible for government
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Military

The amendments came
in the 25th announcement
of the Revolutionary Par-
ty. They will go into force
a day after t eﬁ are pub-
lished in the Royal Ga-
zette.

Under the amendments,

le

-US ship to visit

The USS White Plains, a
16,500ton US Navy supply
ship, will make a threeday
“routine™ visit to Pattaya be-
ginning today.

While there, members of
the 437-man crew will be

given liberty.

isal bombing
0 Lebanese

vere Lebanese in
;¢ of Azzieh,

wvastated by' air-

at lasted three
ccording to a
1 for the gover-

Sarkis lifted a three-month

Jdo news blackout on
southemn hostilities,
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Act amended,
defence and appeal allowed

THE Revolutionary Party yesterday amended the Military Court Act to allow
more room for defence and appeal.

ourt

defendants facing trial in
military courts on any
charges, will be allowed
lawyers. But defendants
on court martial will not
be allowed lawyers.

Either the plaintiff or
the defendant can m?ﬁpul
the verdict of the military
court operating in normal
condition within 15 days
after the verdict has been
announced. But verdicts

of military courts opera- |pant

ting in abnormal condi-
tion and verdicts of court

gaamals cannot be appeal-
A will be t-
ed from cases originally

not allowed under  the
existing law even before
the operation of - the
amendments if there had
never been any verdict
by any military court. -

Constitution expected today

THE interim comstitution is now expected to be officially

promulgated today.

A source in the
Majesty the King had
after the RP presented
at the PhupanPalace.

The delay in official promulga

Revolutionary Party said hast night that His
signed the interim constitution yesterday
the draft through the Royal Secretary

tion, earlier expected last

night, was caused by the wait for the original draft to be re-
turned to the RP in Bangkok from the Northeastern Palace in
Sakhon Nakhoa, the source said. :

to the Irrig
ment, has
four milli
of water 1
lands in fir
Nokkao, P
Yang and
Huay Ya
total area
land.
s £
jted pe
the reservc
staying at
=i
His Mai
seen here {




