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Afier the military coup ou 6th October, 1976, many thousards of peeple

cere arrested under martinl low cdiets, and hove still nob been brousht to trial.

Those arrushed frll into two wain cotepories: -

- Over 3,000 people arrested 4t Thar oot University prior to the coups
+ of thogt were rapidly relenged  on bail, beil was only rafused thirty, however
. large aumber of DOOY pooply who could not possibly affort the 1,000 bail stajred

Moat of these had mothing to do with tho Thammaczb

ded Janitorss Noodle Vardors, and ordinary spectators. Fo

Y ..,““.,L' &
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in Jail for almost fi

tration but inelu

1, Only 110 of

except for 20 of thosa arrested at Thammaset have been relaasec.
rrostod are being charged, (mainly for being communi sts) ond will be
) + an upspecified tine in a military courte Thr;y are not entitled to legal
antation during their trinl (which must take place before February, 1978)
- Up to 8,000 people have becn arrested as "Danger to Socloty" ainca
r Gth, 1976 and probably at least 2,000 are st411 being held, Accordingto
vurber £ 2 of the Hational Administration Reform founci (FARC) tiiose people
[ 14 for 30 days at a time, renewable, and' need never be brought. to trial
st In addition to the arresis
anncx,) for text of this doerec Jthere have been many other attacis on human
' e Ly s
- Up to 50 intellactuals, Wrilers, journalists, university professors
ha¢ to flee the eountry, and take up residence in varyious vestern countries,
L often having to leave their familics and friends behind thent.
_1.
i - At loast 600 students, WOYRUIS, and farmess leaders have had to flee to
Lons to avold arrest and detention, whilst larger numbers howe had to go undergrounds
- Since the coup Commmunis ot ingurgencey hns talken a dramatic up=tum

inerensing mumberg of clashes being reported from all parts of the country,

with
nd inereasing casulties noth amongs troops and insurgents as well & s amongst
nt

offorts to deal with the insurgent problem the governmen

irmocent villagerse In its
haa declared increasing areas of the country out-of-bounds to the poneral public |

has introduced long curfaws, snd restrictéd the frecdom of villagers to o great
£ ue :

extent in other wWaySs
|
~ A1 political partics hawve Ime panned, and labour wniong made inoperative '
t e i’
auetingg ond et pitag - Lhose orzanising the most logitennte of

(through disallewring . |
gled g o UDangev Soceity! ' Many mempexs of Spclalist
|

shy{kes hve heen @I

L e S N S LT PP A
¥ L g




-
B i TV SR

_-___ -

partics, leaders of trnder wnions, pnd peasent wilons are amongsy the arresteds

'-.' # Tag iy - -
- Striet eonsorshin regulations have been imposed on a;l,l nags medine

Vany left wing newspapers have been permanently closed, (and the J::mr aligts
worling on them put cub of worlk), and other newspapers have Ire quently been
temporarily clesed, thus meeling ciditicisn of government. In terms of electronic
modin, all these high flovel afi‘:'.cialls who hod opnosed the army controlled TeVe
and radio stotions havabeen rcnlncﬂd, and only moderate right wing stations
11lewed to broadenst. Beoth mgazings and nowspapors, and radio stations of the
cxbromoe right have also been elos scda

~ Hundreds of thousands lof hfl}o'i'{ﬁ have been burnt and banned since
October 6th, ineluding all books actively promobing socialist or communist

more
ideclogies, but also many less radical beoks advocabingitegalitarian and just

develorment policiese| Hany of the banncd books scom to have been panned more
besauge of their authers oriitles, than for their contente At the sametling,
Jundrods of thousands of copics of books written by the prime minister, have
seon printed at government expense and distributed to educational, religions
ndother institulions all over thﬁ'lnmtril::*s.
A1l 4n 211 it can be pecn thab the prosent military baciced government
.~ tnlen nebion agninst all normally accepted principles of Luman rights
Unfortunatoly, bocause of historical lactors (noving from an cbsoluic
monnrehy towrdous forms of rlicta‘l:.;::rship] s it is not yet widely undersio sd that
the people have rights apninst Igistmﬂﬁment by govermment or ibs representatives.

[hus after the Cctober 6fh Magsacre and the subsequent Military Coup, humn

right nctivities wede VeIy slow to st:*.w_'f'h.

Fortunately one existing group, the Nphimsa® or fnonviolence! group
was prepared to take the risk of gat«hur;'ing information, and even visiting
orisoners; ab & time when mass arrests were sbill taking plact. Cradually thi

proup of young Buddhist monks and lw;men bcgm to esbablish links with more

sopior buddhist, catholie, prnfbastant and ral:r.gicm leaders in "The Coordinating

Qroup for Relimion :m. goeicty? (the precise transla.tion fron the Thal has not
yet heon determined), and this group n.greed w0 a.ssist. and help protedt the

acbivities of the young Euddhist “&h;'m*;a“ workers.

The “Guordimting Group for Religion in Seciety" hos members dra'rm

from Protestant, tholic ond Bﬁdhiﬂt 1¢.aders, and includes o thap, 111511

ranldng monks, universiéy prﬂfﬂﬁﬁ?rﬂ " loymen, The most asthive members a




Dr. Koson Srisung

JiEvae Somchart GCha~urthong

Rev, Fr. Progit

Samanchit

Dre. Gotom Ariya

hra_Pracha | Posannmathammo

Mre. Hicholus Bennott

Though this Coordinating Grou
£ i

hraman rights activities. In the humon ri

D 1
SUMMoeIriscd

as followss

- Collect information from eve
theiyr
" the family, and so oni

= Systematically filing and s ¥

1 Thailand,

- Arranging to visit knowm 1:1*:5[5

!

Secretary Ceneral of the Church
A

of Christ in Thailand. (Protestant)

Vicemiloderatory-thurch of Ghrdalicll
in Thnil and

Executive Chairman Jotholic Council
of Thailazia for Dmrelopmeht .

Post Founder of the Union for Cilvil
Libertieg,University Proffcssor,
Buddhist.

Buddhist Honl.

MESCO Chicf Advisor in the Ministiy
of Education.Buddhist,

has wider activitics than the immedinte

ghts sruag its moin objectives can be

ry possible source on the names of prisoncrs,

charge, where they arcbeing held, the conditions in the prisons, the position

oring this data.

Completing Amesty forms, and translating dotn for other p -rposes,

gners in jail gystematically and rogulaily,

~nd provide them with some welfare (books, medicine, food, sonp, ote,)

~ Contacting thu families of the prigsoners, identifying their problens,

and within our means providing themw ith
|

~ Carrying out the same tjpes |0
| 1

isome assistonces

f activities up-cou:ﬁzy.

-~ Within our means helping otl-iﬂm in difficulty because of their

concicnee, 1.6« journaliste.

- Helping others who arec suffering from the- increasing conflicts in

Thai Sccicty (1.ce wounded soldiers)

- Develop & stratogy so that the various religions can work togetler

for justice, peace ~nd humen developfment.L

Throughout Degerber, January, and Fcbrﬁnry the "Ahinsa®" group, under the

J. jou 4
guidance of the CGRS, visited prisoners {Fringing food, books, and medicincs) as

often as possible, helped the fﬂmi?.icilis of

out os many people as nosgible; and wisib

policomens

prisoners, c¢ollected information, bailed

sl and talked with wounded soldiers and

Digominating where posagible
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I rapidly beeome clear that the amount of work to he donc was wmuch
greater than could be achieved on ar ad-hoo basin, ana thus eyen before any
fundins was availahle, it was decided to establish o permancnt, opel, office,
with full time workers cverating in a systemtic way.
\
This office wnp extablished on the 15th Harch, 19'_?? at
Room 21
16 Thannon Proamon
Silom |
Bangkolk' Tel, 233232021 oxtn 21
and seven members of the “Ahinsa® group agiced to work full time,

Thoge SCOVEN arei=

tir, Paisarn Wongsvorawisith
] Mr., Chaiwat Yao-vapongsiri
Hiss Lawan Kemnphundhu-manus
¥r, Visit Wunawinyoo
lfiss L:L(lc’.m-m.rll Tantivitayapibak
tire Chachawan Sae-Dan
lr. Nit Chantramonklasri
hiographical sieteies of those seven young nen ad Women are included
in annex 3e
The faith of the CGRS, and the above young men and women tho are
worlding full time, as well as obher part time volunbcers vas amply rewarded
0 when chortly after the establishmert of the office, Bread for the World allocated

83,300 baht for the establishment,and first 2-3 months ru:miné costs of the office,
the Mennonites allocated 10,000 baht for welfare services, Armesty International
prorigsed up to ES;DDD baht, and various cther friends both in Thailand and
overseas gave . or promised 20=1j0,000 bahbe IMich moru mongy is still needed
iends both in Thailond .and overscas, hu'h_wé have faiththat given the

from Ir

importance of our work this will be forticominge




FROFILES OF SGME FOLIPICAL FPRISONERS IN THATILAND

Reporter of SiongRath and Muang Tai, two local newspaper of Nakornsri- ©°
t}mz.'.."..:,raj', wag arrested (as & Danger to society) in late Jonuary in

his home town in Pippon district of Nakermsrithammaraj. T

1is wife went to visit him every dey effer his arrest for 4-5 daya.

Ono aftornoon she found that he was no longer in the detention centre,.
Tho policemen %old her that they had released him that morning, bub

ghe sould not find him anywhexro.

She wmnt to aslk the people living near by the detenion centre and

gome of them told her that they saw him last time walking into the
jungle excorted by some policemen (or military men) .

“ho asked the editor of the 2 papers to help her finding her husband
or &t least to publish his case, but her wish did not receive any resF_
ponse, Mr. Jean has one brother who went to the jungle some time ago,
his hometewn, Pipoon disirict, is one of the sirong commmist infils
trated aréns. He, himself had been working as an botive Rewspan

sor.a long time, He is about 40 years old and has several children.

-

A picture of Hr. Jean Sangsalkul is available on ra‘quest.

4b 4

Mr, Somboon Barmeu-silp end M. Vichni Barneu—silp

prrosted 15 and 16 October, 1976 respeotively. They are brothers. Mr.
aomboon has come to visit his younger brother, Mr, Vichei, ot Wat

Paronnivas Bangkok when no was arrested by the police, The arres ting
toom had reided M. Vichai's house and founc many correspondences bet-
ween them both which sxprossed clearly their political ideals. When
Vichai came back home on Oclober 16, he quickly went %o Po.toomwan
on %o ask after his elder brother and then he got into

A% present, both are detainod at Bangren detention

L

Mr.
poiice-stati
the trouble thercs
compe

My, Somboon aged 36, is one of the founders of the Libveral-Socialist
Party end was @ cendidate cn the Jammary 26, 1975 election. o was
also head of & local Agricultural Group, Originelly he lived with his
aged father end his another younger brother at . 58 Moo 8, Ban Kelek,
Taruey district, Jmphur Mueng, Ubon provinca, Mr, Vichai, aged 29, i8
an employer of the Telephone Drgar;izatiun of Thailand and a member of.
the Lebour Union of that arganizatliun. He gaid that he had once argued
with o monk of the wal where he 1ilvar1, on political issue. Both are

afraid that they may beé charged with promoting commuism end be detained

un to 350 days prior to trials.

Mrg Pimparn Poo-vapal th

1976 for endangering the societly. She

m{rostad in Surin on 22 Oclober,

was then transfervod to the Youth Punishment Camp (for women) , Lardyao,

Bengkok on 25 February, 1971+ Mr
an an:-mam}:rar of
litical prisoner for ( anntinued’.'..Paga 2)

Mrs Pimparn, aged 46, is the wife of)

Mp, Suthec Poo-vapanih, he National Parliament, who

uged to be detained a8 8 PO
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4 years since 1967 on promoting communism gharge. Originally, they
were Surin regidents. They used to live with their six children ot
17/2 suriyarach Rd, Amphur Muang of Surin province; but now the
children have come to live at a safer plaece in Bangkok. Her husband
ig werking 28 a law counsellor. of Thai Rath newspazvers. She did not
know the real reason for her arrest, She belived that it was because
he is the wife ol Mr. Suthee. 'It was scid that she was a coordinator

legensiration lof dipoconte Htm" farmers, and chosen as a represento-

b

tive to meed the government officersa of Surin, she was also active
in helfing 4o bail out namy poor mrpested farmers. It was also said
that the palicemen who arrested her made up 2 false report saying
vhat the deputy commander-in-chief of the army r;:rz‘_;ez*ézl hor arrest
and that she went on instigating other prisoners.

Mr. Narinthre Somtusna

firrested in Chiensmai on 21 October, 1976 at the same time with many

ther persons such Mr, Teppiiakse Yiriynr, Mr, Viroej Kunthchompoo.,

Mr. Harinthre Somtusna, aged 24, sgraduated from Pisanulek Teacher

College in 19742 and hed been a 'tL,-Z'Lu]"' ' in & school of Nan province
nce then. He used| to 5o the ht: rd of the student ul't—c"u‘ while he
e collepe student. e e2id that he had Yeen. on outspoken critic of

school headmaster about the tieaching methods -Heyhimgelf ftaought
ke

mg studénts on the subject of social scionce, dealing with the

o A

nt world problem; so he emoouraged them fo read newspapers ‘and

various reports which resulted in the head-master's disgatisfaction

he did not want the youth to be conceined with such information.

LA

R ——

o

uring the school wvaecaticn, he went back 10 his home~town-imphur Sarape
)T Chiengmei provincej and was arrestod by the palice there, He wos

hzrged with "endangering the scociety!; ond had been investfigated twice

nd then *ransferred fo be detained at .Bangken, Bangkok.

T

Mr. Sien Kingkaew

.rroested in priesthood by the police at 4 pm. 2-3' Octohery 1576 and

3 eC0 1l

forced to leave the priesthood by tlmkpravincial cleriy at 10 pm. on

|

ame day, He was first taken| to a local government office in Surin

the game skl @

provinee and was transferred to Bangken, Bengkok, on 25 February, 1977.

Mr, Sien, aged 35, had beem in priesthood for 18 years and wes the head
f the monks in 1'!.“.t(~1\nustery)P1arﬂm, Piaram c'[::.*"H'hi::f in Amphur Muang
it Tt
¢ Surin province, when arrested by the-tolice. He still T{Iﬁtl‘."t..“

livins 2% 127 Moo 1 Ban Bueng, Bueng districe of Surin, Hﬂ said that
he had been in confliet with & districe council committee about the

sppanization of a youth group, and alsp with the Governmentol Psycholopical

Warfare Unit's officers at the time they went to show a movies to
villagers there in Wat Pigram without asking for his permissions L
- o S T Y R I R R e AR ety s ey
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Mr, Tongehai Vind jkul

Mr, Tongohai had a role in fighting for the jusiice in societly
since he wos a pre-university student, He was a committee member

of Siem's Youth group. This group played & very imperiant role in

that period (1972). In 1974 he was elected to be the secretory of
the Nationnl Pupil Centre of Thailand, In this capocity, he Joined
the University siudents in many ocotivities such as; supporting
labour movement in fighting for higher wages, supporiing minimum
price rice guarcntue scheme, asking for the departure of the Americen
ir Force Dase,etc, When he was the student of Thammasat University,

4

ha wae elected 4o be the first year students' representative in the

gtudent's Parliament, In the next year, he was clected to be the

od WhdbaSrdd

Vice-President of Student's Orgenizotion of Thammasat Ihiversity for
nal affairs. During the demonstiration against the return of

Thanom, a5 the situdtion became more temse cn Octover 5th,

one nf the organisers decided that he would

1976, Thongechail as
2insolve the demonstration the next merning. But it was too late.
Tho Government seént policemen to ‘nlL::ntlilzf suppress the demonstration.
He is o student leader who devete himself very much for the

e1fare of others. No one ever question him 2bout his sincerity and

WEeLllad

integritys on the Ootober 6, 1976, there was some suggesiion for
v 1like him %o run &away, But he insisted on facing
me fate as the people who were there,

liow he is held in Bangken Prigon under ton charges.  He will

bte iried in the criminal and military courts.

o
Dr. Lert Chirasiri
Doctor Lert finighed his education in medical science from

the Paculty of Medical Science, Siriraj University in 1955, He has
a wife who is a nurse and a daughter who has just finished pre-uni-
versity school. His interest is in traditional medicine. He found

out that traditional medicine could help to get rid of worm from

the intestinc. Therc were WO kinds of medicine that he found usc-
ful to get rid of tape worms and earth worms. -He tried o convince

itional medicine was very useful. He had made

people that trad

£

some demonstrations at the Faculty of Medical Science but to no avail.

no cne was intcrested in this . He also wrote to a medical journal
Sarn Siriraje. That was 20 years 2g0s Jow people just begin to

penlise the importance of traditional medicino.

He went to study in Israel for some time, He went to Gibtbuiz
and was interested in how To build up en ideal community. He saw
deelination of both econumics and spirit in Thai wvillages.

that there was
jhen he was back in Thailand,

needs to retuild villages.

There were
$ing up a coorporative village. There were

he had an idea of sot
The first step was to organize in a village (or villages)

two stepc.




e R
ki Fib

— e

[YRE]

B e’ 1. = - g P e B s .
T R e

80

=

-
that it wounld ba self-suff oiont in economicse

co the kind of education to help villagers
dhism. He had

The second step
was to introdn to be capable
of doing things for themselves and %o progress in Bud

written & project and sent it up to flis Majesty the King through His

a5

ecrotary. But he received no reply.
that, he was & gerious student in Buddhism.
(Dependent origination)

Lesides He was
the one who understend "Patlceca Smapapada’
very wells He wrote a "Ha d "Book to Study Buddhism” which contain&:.
nore than 300 pages and is Wery intercatings

ed of Endangering the Society was that

The reason he was charg

he used to demonsirate against American

=i

avd when & right wing group came +n a temple ..

a group of friends and weni to "Hydepark" agoinst them,

the -rig_-htist group ¥ery angye He was & member of Socialist Party of
ght, 1t wos

That rendered

Thailand,
roported that the Governor af Nakornrsjosocma didn't ever think to
The idea came from a military Sroube

Bangloke.

arrost hime

Wow he is detnined at . Bangien,

cooL DINATING CGROUP TOR
RELTGION IN SO0CIETY
AFRIL 1977

o= T 11_—.-\—_:—.-.'1;_:7_-"4:_-?_.'“#
e e = e ik

ind this oan be another reason why he was col .
|f

Militory Base in Takornra jseems,

‘n his c‘.iétrict, he called

%
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summary of Activities

1, Report on helping the arrcsted due to the October 6, 1976 coup

RO i

W e el ol i s b E e 3 I P o - R ! vamra 1 oo WY maEnml e
According to the ,:].U-il'ﬂmb..b’u ovn estimatzs, more than 3,000 people

|
were arregsted on Octoberd, 1976 and thers were more than 250 persons sbill be

letained until the 3rd of March 1977. Most of them werc charged against with

the crimes of instirréction ab Thamasat University and of oromoting comminisn
(totaily 10 charges)s and geven were charged against with lese majesté (Totally

harges, one was arrested bhefors October 6, 1976)e Sipce the 3rd of March

ners arrested due to the

1977, there have heen relenses | of all but 111 priso
October 6, 1977 events It chould be noted that almost all the rest had been
held by the government precisely on charges of tho kind describe =d above, they

tndents and lasmen whose names were ligted in annex 3 of

prisoners had been cohvieted in a law-court, although & trial

of these pris

seeeding has begun for .one of them on 22 tarch, 1977. The government claimed

i

ustantial mumhers of detainees had been released.

b el

L ]
e iH

On the other hand, a pattern of wide scale secrct grresis hns continued,
rolving large numbers of people. | It is not possible at t present to give a

the total numbor ofpecple currently arrcsted for the crime

eise estimata of
of lendongering the sccicty? as charged by t.hclnut!mribi_::, but some obgervers
cntimate that the number is higher than 2,000, People centinue to he seeretly
detained in various detention in various detention cor nters, ard tho authorities

are not willing to give any information of these missing personsa.
Almess all "prisoners of conscience! have o be tried by the emergency

tribunal which means that no advecates nllowed, they can‘only be

dveeates of thompolves, Untdl now, they are not, informed of when they will
have thelr trial of the chargcs arningt thems
S50 the st important and wrrent action of owr group a b prosent is to

work on behalf of detained porsons o advocate fairer trials for them and

off their various handicops impos va LJ’ the unjust and inhumnnc guthoritys

1) To cgtablish completed lists of the names, the vhereabouts and the
vriof backprounds of the arrested (now we have the lists of 11l detalinses and
brief kg rouny

fep ko L

56 of those scerctly arrested after October 6, 1976, soe amnex 3)

2) To presecnt the petition of cach individual to the Hational Lawyer

Asscciation asking for pergsenal advice from the lawyers there,

EESELE S '

ilow, Wo have alveady gmiven the petition forms to all those detained at

Ranckwang, Sethsiri, lardyno, and alge those rcleased oub on ball excopl somo

uneontachable and thos Jutained ob B angker who rc geived dircctly from tho

'?;?i"ﬁl" TORAE,
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iomal Lawyer Assoclations

3) To provide books on lational Lew including nsuful advicos bo every
dctainee and some who were relegsed out on bail, asmany 45 ritd.\l«m.

) To contact certain law-counsellors to give prn.r:t:‘-_ce.l advices to
orzanized groups of those released out on bail =60 that thoy 311 imow how t0 |
prepare themsalves for the coming trials. We have alres ady dene this for a
group of Mahidel University student who were charged of promoting gcommunisms

5) To £ill the amesty forms and send to various worldwide human rights
moverents including the Ammesty Il".u.-'..-;‘!‘lﬂtlo"ld.:i..

) To ask & certain person to function as a translztor and intepretor
for the representative of the Arnesty International who will arrive in Thailand
in the ncar fubture, : |

7) To visit as many familics as possible of all thesc prisoners of

conscicnce that arve in need of helps.

2, Report on nams listing and information of the prisontélSs

The objectives are to work for the release of men and women wh ich arc
the prisoners of conselénce imprisoncd anywhere in Thailand for their beliefls,
and oppose the torture and capital pﬁnislmﬁnt. in a1l ceges, and advocate falr
and carly trials for all political n‘"iuﬂrt.r:;, and also work ca behalf gf porsons
dotained wibthout charge or without 't.;x'ml. It is ocur ﬁmim?.um-a.l duty os human
Leings to oradicate such crime agzli_nist humanity = the vi.nl:ztion of all pringl-
ples of human fycedom end of the 111‘0 and dignity of the human puruon.

1) Those who Werc arrestud at Thamasatra University on October 6,

Wle try to collect ;ﬂl i!,ht. pameg of those who were arrestedat

Lanasartra University on October 6, 1976, and follow a1l cases o as to know
the plages where they aré imprisoncd, the persons who are out on bail, and the
onug who are still incareerated; and also b- ablo to sive other helps as wcll
(as mentioned in the previous rﬂpcrl:;s). Until March 3, 1971, 30y prisoners
have been released and 111 persons i.lmve still be;cn imprisoncds Outb of +hess
111 purzmn:—{; 7 pereons have been charged with lesg majeste, Th absorbing in
commmnismy 33 ¥i ot actse He 'br;,r tnhelp them £ill in the ammesty forms and
gall upen individuals, 0 rga.n:l.zat'.l.ans and ﬂnlicﬁ.t-ara to advocats for them.

(Solicitors are rorbidden in thu cases of luse majeste and communism charg 05 ) e

a) Tlmst: who werc a rrﬁstud after October 6, 1976 with the ehoope of

Lndﬂnfﬂmg tlm snc:i.ut"'.

T.‘llﬂ ar .-3||-L-‘ 011'13'1 1 :‘.1\ e __.k

FIAkees :

3 A T e F";t""'--"
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ce ond’ soldier arcable Lo arrest any suspected one with ne need of any

mes, without specific charge, without trial and within unlimited

Most of the priseners werc arrested in upcountry districts

+of those being

sa vk
= 1

re sent to b Jalled in Bangkolks At present, th

PLFTH R

in guch case is ovor, 1,500, (B angkok FPost March 10, 1

e blh

R 5 TR
Wil e

So, now we are trying to fihd the names of the rest and their

ctention in upcountry disbricts.




P
o

111. Summary of News:

For months, the varioud incidents had sent the political temperatuyre

e T ¥y hr Fra YT 1 -y * - - - - :
here searing) oven e post cauticys observaers thought & 4l4itary coup DOSE iblca
L -

s111ibary officers seemSd to have pXOWL increasingly disappointed with the apppinted

o

povernment's performance. Souros olose to tho military indicated thabt a8 6OOR as

public opinion was guf ficlently prepared for the move, the services of some or all
~ the mimistors might be dispensed with,
3ince the roturn of former Field Mershal Fropas Charusathiara, 1t was
cperelly believed that he was guletly veassembling hip old network of immense

s fluenes in military, businss and political cireles with a view either to @enssuming

!
political pover himself or to dircebing the course of ovents from the gidelincs.

L LG

mmagt retum was undpubtedly oxpucbed Lo gerve as o healing and unifying force of

] mu L] L] | " ol
the Thai ermy which was left leaderloss and dovided Wy the death of Qeneral Kris

(n the day of Prapas'arrival, deputy army commander General YoS Thephasdin

Tl

nushed to see hims So,many chservers believed that Gon. Yos could be in a position
Lo assune thig roles

L

Duying the passafe of time, the stamping out of official corruption and

r

ne rarcotics trade had made the stubborn Thanin and staff, who had no political
|

5, the emity of some sendor military figure. Gencral Thicnchal Sirisemphai, &

tege of Fleld liarshal Propas, Was charsed against by the Gevernmentts anbi-gorrup=

tion committees AL the end of January, o right=wing macazine with connections to the

i

covernnent's Tnternational Securdty Operations Command wag ordered closed on the perso
i |

order of the Prime Ministers Bobth the iche.rgea against Gene Thienchai and Phe glogure

this 1

wrasine were strongly attacked by the popular ultra-potriotic Armoursd Division

Radio Station, under flol, Utharn Senivong - & relative of the Queen, the most impertan

of the army's 100-odd radio stations and the cne ywhich playod & crucial role in arousi

]

popular anger against the students mld!mut:ilising right-aing pressurc groups during tl

cvonts of last October which p:-_-acipit.at.ed tha military coupe So0; the radio staticn'ts

operction Was temporarily gnsnonded and Coke Uthai only just trensferred. About the

same time, many Newspapers yere ordered eloged by Lhe rovernnent

' As o result, 8 rroundswell of opuosition to the Government had boeen build

ing up in certain orranized grc;ups. At the beginning of Tebruary, more than twenty

i1 itary officers of the {ational A,ﬂministmt.i"m Reform Council gigned a petition to

the King asking for a change in the apnointed povernment; bub received no replys

By the middle of ‘Febnmr;l,f, it was reporhed that Crovny Pringe vijiralong+

ified immber of terrorists wien his convoy was almest

orn was ambushed by an unident
j Dase in 1!551.13 Third .ﬂ.rmﬁ: popion. Few days latur; thoe private suerebary to i

the Somde
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cen, M0, Vibhavadi Rangsit, was shot dead while on a helicopter
1ipht over the communiste-infested district of Tienzsa in Surathani while on her way

to distribute Royal gifts to Borddr Patrol policemen.

(ne powerful group trled tq'force the Palace to de away with tho ca binet, or ...
ke o reshuffle, while at luast three obher groups wers plotting for lmminont

anc comnected with the losers of the 1)) October, 1973 incident, nexc oné uas one

1

been stele a march on by the present proup, cnother one was backed up by an intellect~

ual who joined with cconomic group. The former premier Kukrit Pramoj seemed to lmow

L

lot, he used to write in his daily newspaper satire column that Cholad (clovér)

lot, C
a1sc meant a monk who loved to wander to upcount ry military camps as a form of

itmoldnge Also, Kularit used to sev General Tienchal Sirisamphan, the comm

Lop Buri Special Warfare Centre, and Deputy Army Commander~in~chief General

: Thammesiri sonctimes, It was written in a small gossip  cclum of Ban Hucng |
Spaper Feb. 1k, 1977 that Feb, 20 might be tho day. A fow days later omn, the
L srime minister unofficially annovnced that the government got along well with the
'a Days after, many papers recgeived clesuré orders.
Then a month after that or a wecl hefore the March 26, abortive coup 3 it wos
rted that Samal Sconthommch, a lovalist minister, was not injurel in an attempted
aination and two!zankers weru arrcsteds And a day arter tho starting day of tae
srrmental  dry- scagson local feveloprent projects the dremetic coup de!' .tart
te placs atod for 10 hrs.
Deputy Supremne Commander General Xriangsak Chmanon snoke to a. packed Press
---- farence later that "we Imew that th . thing was golng Go talte nlace seven or
gight days ._-;;nv;iaufs].},r”. Bubt, was there anything done if gither the HWARC or tho

crernment had movn in adrance?

Gen. Cholad Hiranyasiri was a former commander of Thai forces in Vietnom and

briefly Depuby Army Comm nder-in-Chiasf. He was suspected of trying to stage a

nter-coup to the National Aduinistrative Reform Council. %Yhen he was pub off

aoti service, he took up the monkhood, Fearnwvhile, 1t was rumoured that former

Wihe Gl L

hatthei Political Faty's mombers were planning to gottle old scores Also, it was

abLnal [

rumoured that another econcmic group callud Porn-Sithi-Arnuay ghich had thelr base

+ and banlk business had bribed many colonels and lieutcnznt colonels for

political puUrpoOsSCSHs ;

According to sources made ava ilable to us, W hich could not be officially

onfirmed, the coup olotters imewr that ancther group might do a coup on March 26,

mrch on the same day for being afraid of being stole &

ther ceeided to st ocl o




' nak B

m=rch on themselves. It all started Bbout L ame vhich wns still in the curfew “dlimr.:

when about 300 rebel goldiers from the 'Hi_nth Division stationed in Kanchanaburl

rted moving into the Vieinity of S8yan Ruen. These "rebel® soldier told passcrs-by

reported by the press later that they they had not Imown why they had ween

ko

brought to Bangkolts At the Intunmtidr al Security Operations Command (1soc) thich
the command centre of the rebel proup fully armed soldiuvrs were much evidence

ot road junctions nearby to leep curdous onlookers aways Bubt only small groups

of roople could be sédn ab the Public Relabions Department and at Sanam Suapa, the

headgnaters of the Sunreme Gomtiand Forward Section, Apart from the thres oy areas

+he rest of Banglok functioned normally almeut as if nothing had hapseneds

The situation became more specific soon after 2 am. when Hadio Thailand began

bk b W », -
LC - gl

"stins announcerents from a "Revolutionary Party" which claimed te have taken

wirel of the country o "stop furthcr deterioration of the situntione”

- crics of directive; were issued by Genoral Prosert Thammasiri and General

» Chnlad Hiranynsird befoiw the Army Tolevision Channel 5 began transmitting a
counber announcement that the Jovernment wes still in power and that all three
avined forees have pledged loyaltye Coloncl Utharn S8anidwong who attained fome as
n armeuncer on the Armourcd Vechicles Radio station dwring the October 6, 1976,
tnlen=cver by the lational Administrative H;ui'om Council camoe on television to
warn the high officials against Lurning up: before the council., Then followed |

4o uar with each side claiming o be in control and each side calling on

[l B B &

it _ A | 4 - 1 o
radio stations to ignore the other side's tyansmission. But by aftcrnoon it
became clear that tho attempted coup was fajling as one radio statlon after the

'} othor switched over to the side of the one which cla~imed to be of the Governmente.

SJidla ] 13 F'

The var of the radio waves ended for the "Rewolutionary Council" wien the arsa

vhore the bu llﬁm._,ﬂ cceumicd by the "Re-u-o].utlcmry Gouncil® troops was eut off

the cleectricity supplye Defence Mindster Sa-ngad Chaloryu, Alr Force Commander=

inwchicf Kams) Dejatunglha, Guns Kriangonk, Gon, Yos Thophasdin and other armed
|

wices but nme of the Thanin and staff appeared on television to reassure the

Y
e W Al

public. Prime finister Thanin Kraivixien who was in Bangkol throughout the

incident appeared on televislon very lﬂtﬂlf in the evening. As scen in the pro-

gram, Gen, Yos and Gen, Kamol svemed very e:frﬁmrmaacd.

3y noon, it was annsunced by the 'Egj_ng..t.n-win side that Cormander of the

L st Army Division Maj-Gon Aroon Thaw.bmailp yviag ghot dan_d by rebel ‘trc—-.}['.. in

Suan ffuen dufine the coup e.ttt':mpt becm);_sa hc;. refused to cow-gperate with the rebel

group, It ves also announcud that ho dicd from nine runshot wounds at Vochira

W'—Mwmdmm
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nital. But in an hour be

cr;; that, ths coup chtempting

nt to promobte Gene firoon and| Gen, Thongtorm to high ranks which was sudflenly

gunter-cnouneed by the claimed Government side ta warn both not to join. And

1lso it was said later by Captpin Kittisak who had served with Gen, Lroon for two

az a pabient there until nows

“ni17 It was rumourst that there was pn.c‘l gre

from abroad visit his family cduring that pe

Menglmt Hospital that nisht

Minister Gen. Boonel 14l

Vitoon vas a co—-wlowcr

ciutionary Gouncii

|
ars that "Cen. Avoon went tdq Sunan fuen by himself, without my punse™  Cen,

-n was o vory conservative  loymlist. Her Majesty Had sent a condolence note
via widowe W1t Blso moant t]‘m*t'. yia have lost & 1 fricnd whom woe. lmown and
stedh, the condolence note saids

After 10 hrse, the conp attempt failed, Rebel troops ]1c~.n-ﬁlu:1. over ihie

to the gevernment ferges without any fighting. It was reported that Gen,

ranle. o men who always did for himself, decided to: let the Iive coun lottors
3 P

nEaalt, &1

ave the country in cxehenpes for the lives of two high~rariing military officars,

talen hostane-Gen. Prasert who had a vory pood credit before and Gone

ne Viraprec the Ammy Chief of Staff, However, the pilot refused to fly off il
ke il
thei,  Inguirics wore telexed to Taiped thich respondad that the five were ‘:-E'
- . B
neoeptable in Taiwan, Pub the UEX sald that it was just a trick. Soj; CGone Chalad, i
3 i
i
PR " 5 " L - - : el " It i
ltra richtist, and his "low Toniting co~congpirators ~ Licutcnant - Colonel i1
i
X i )
nan Fachomprasart, Major Boonlert Kaewprasi it, Major Visit Xhong pradit and Hajor l“}
_ :
i )
T &
iramynsiri, Geons Chalad's son = had to tried by courtemrtial for troasons (&
ca Cen. lLriangeak told the press himgelf of his personal opinion that "IL I were f F
: : 1]
n. Cholord who had been trained abroad, and had been an the planning ghaff, then i-_i_,
g

did this writh only 300 men, T would be crazy’s What even more clfagy was Lo
comconspliators wWeiv low ranleing and unexpe riencedmilitary officers; and he

net wlan to arrostlen, Serm, CGene Sa-ngad, Gen. Boonchal, Aftor the game was

ard Cen, Pragort and iene Pralong werc released, Gen. Prasert rushed to Pra

and was recuperabing from severe exhaustion snd stayed

Cn ’c.l'u., whole doy, the winning side broadeasted from

vannel Five disputed the claim thot fens Prasort headed the HE

f¢levision Cl
111 and also that the voice was merely a tape voice of G

it possible thotthere was double cres 5 somovhere or' that the coup wmep

mant Gens Tithoon Yasawat former assistant Ch:.»-f-of—Sta.ﬁ for Manpower who came

rigd wuas involved. Dut Doputy Prime
grid that "Vitoon and Chalad could not get along,' and if

the coup might succeed.”

hecording  to uncificial reporto

i sk ﬂ“"“‘?:-f"" :

cne Prasort l

ater 1m'|::11.r~.-n nt in nlanning and Licu-|

5 MOTEG than five military officers were arrest
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in connegtion with the abortive poup. It was officinlly repoyied that &

com two newspapers,l & former Public fglaticn

ot dbed Wad Ao

" IR R 3y | R S Sy e P o P - . - - | pon pm T -
s 3 o) 1Lator business man vwhio was 4 ractox

svnds WD & R e T el KTe A e -
bmocral MP and a professol’ Wore GUoe

incidents And Gen. C

1 e Mge Pomi Ta 4+ 3 s 3 esewn el arrashed al
rimited by his family.. Is it poagible that some iny olved werc nob arregtoc al-
m re arrested as ummnied persong?
0 the ineident be called f coup? Will there bo a coup 200R bliat m
on the situation? A muber of details invite .susplclOlle
i
e e P R . [ . D R e H
=) 38 . R e o
| oot HOa ‘4. of tho RARD
O e
r - , o  Znmmrasd AW
e & Governmenta police have the authorities to ingptct and
; ; Hesman o eyt They ar
investirnte those who are considered "gndanger Lo gocichyY, JNEy arc
- . 4o
LR ER| o
:
|
1
N " ol 1 & A 1 ttapindlaneer £o
In, 3 After 30 days in dotention, if those who are conss ered Yandanfer 1o
L i 41 ., Ny o o wm ard e tha ,‘_.11,.,“_.1_.
gacicty? deo not behave prope rly, they conbe transferred by Lae oriti
i . § . e i AR Y L . F mProuinecces 2
of Police Chief.Commander in Ban glcole and Governors of provinces 14
T b R
pther provingees.
i =R ) e
a, 21 of Congtitubtion (1976)

et s e

._:-._. J. H":‘rE.JJ
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restrain ani subdue the endangering lingdom and throne

- S Ty 0
tor of Dusit 1T

4 1.- iTI‘.,

DT

" 34
st

Lilanle T
neLGeInd

health of people no mtter happen insice ox
or after tho annowicement of this Con wstitution; he has the

to giv

+he Prime Minister in the case mentioned is law

soaspgEe R RRRRdn
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shich will degtroy the peacefulness, moral, resource
§ i

outgide the country

auth

s any order +rithin the agrecment of the cebinet and the c
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Profiles of Priscaners

e e e . 2 e - - —_..—..1—-

Mr, Jean Sanpgsalal

e a_..-....._,,._..,,

eporter ag Reth andl Muang Tal, two local neyspapel ofNakormsritham
raj, was arrested (as a Panger to socicty) in late January in his home

town Plpoon digtrict of 1‘::1!{01‘1151'11‘.‘.'1|“:r.f*.r3j-

L]

s wife went to visit him every day after his arrest for =5 dayss.  One
aftermoon she Tound that he was no longer in the detaintion centres The

.
oolicemen told her that they hnd released him that morming, but e could
not find him anywhora.
“he wend to oale the people living near by the detaintion centre and some of
‘hem  told hor that they saw him last time wollking into the Jungle exorted
@ policemen (or military men)

she askod the editor of the 2 papers.to help her finding her husband oX

T EE

ast to publish his cape, but her wish could nch geb any YesSpolisces

¢, Jean has cne brother who went to the jungle somctimg 4gC, his hometowm

istrict is one of the strong commuiist infiltrated ercas. He, nim-

!_.I.,”. 3

4 def il

1§ hed been working openly as neéwsmal for o lonz time as an active ane,
b ehould be the roason for his miste rious disappcarmcee He was about

1,0 voars old is married and has geveral children.

- District large nmumbers of peopls have been arrested, as o

vho is suspeched as helping commnists ig snbomitically arrested. Nang

disnppedred, bul no names av avallable.

T, T - RO LR, [ Mo
obthers nITesLoQ nave

vowever talk about people being taken up in heliecopters and being licked out

ey B i

¢ the mountain or buaning priscners in putrol tonks Villagers talk

about ot least 100 people being killed since Decembelr,

A picture of lr. Jean Sanggokul  is ava ilable on requuste

Mr, Somboon Barmouesilp and Mr Vichai Barneu~silp

serested 15 and 16 Octobex, 1976 respectivelys They are brothers.

iting, hls younger brothur, Mr. Vichai at Wat Barommivas

= = ¥ N N
Somboon Was i B ALY

Bangkok when ho was arrested by the policue The arresting toam had raided

M, Vichai's! house and found many correspondencus bulween them both which

s et unTly X ,._)-tr o"!itlun_l i[iC-.,"'.lEa- W-I':u'!'i 'I-:I-' vii_‘.‘l'lﬂ.:t cemo .Il\:':"_ci:_ 510:.}-’ on
\fdll..,_..;..rl Cl--r...n._. (G p

October 16, he quickly went +o Patoomion police-station to ask giter his

elder brother and then he | got the trouble therc. At present, both are detain

at Banglken detention camps

¥r, Somboon aged 36, used to be ths a5t ablishter of the Liberal-Socialist

PR




nEn

Ty mrf am .-.... l 1 Pt 3T =
Party imwhich he ---l-’ij--nu only{ member so that he could be a pendidate on the

o i | = P

Jamary 26, 1975 clection, anfl also used to be the head of the local &¢ nuct.lturisJ
O oun O a1l 401 X i 17
Groupe Ordginally he lives with his aped father and his another youngsr brother

."-'.' LR w = TR 4 <) ¥ m i
ab 50 Moo ﬂ, Ban Kelek, Taruey district, Amphur Mueng, Uson provinca. i

2w T alae e o0 4 = . 1 4 |
Mre Vichal, aged 29, is an officer of the National Telephone Organization and |

Ll

P, T T R s i’ . . - .

a nerber of the Labeur Union of that organization. Ho said that ho had argued
soundly against a monk, of the wat that he lived, on political issuc.

Both are afraid thot they may be charged with promoting commmnism vhich they

can be detained 360 days before trial.

Arrested on 21 October 1976, He was first taken to the local amphur office and |

wns transferred on Decermber 13, 1976 to Dangken, Bangkok, with other 28 prisoners

Irem Surin. He told us his school head teacher informed the police that he was

Mres 3irme] was a teacher at Koo Jan-van Jm-v.n district, Amphur Sunkla of

Surin provinces His fether and mother are. peasants. e is single, has one

clder brotier who is a soldier and one younger sister. All his relatives do
not afford to visit him at Banghkens

Mras. Pimparn Poo-vapanth

R ...-'o.-ql' R

roosted 4n Surdn on 22 October, 1976 for endangering the society. She was then

B

transferred to the Youth Punisghment Comp (for women), Lardyno, Banghol on 5

PR

s 1977» Irss Pimparn, oge d L6, is the wife of Mre.Suthee Foo-vapath,an

February,
eemenbor of the Hational Parliament, vho used to bed etained as a political

er for lj years wince 1967 with promoting communism charge. Originally,

they were Surin residents. They used to live with their six children at 17/2

Suriyarach Rd, Ampuur Yueng of Surin provincej but now they all hawve to live at

a safer place in Bangkok. Her husband is working as a lav counscllor of Thal
lo she did not lmow the real reason for her arrest. She b

kY T2 =
-\_"Ll'!l. FLEVE T'}"-h.-ll B
o e -
o

1ieoved that it was because whe was the wife of Mr. Sutec, It was said that ghe

ueed to be a coordinator, in a previous demonstration of the discontented formers,

in contact with the governmental officers of Surin; and used to l_mo.]_p many poor

It was also sald that police

farmers be released out from prison on bails

eport saying that the sccond commander-in~chief

who arprcsted her mde up a false r

aftermard she still instigated other prisoners

have the order to arrest her and

to discbey the warderss

1
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hicngmal on 21 Cetober, |1976 at the same time with mahy other pérsans such
|
T [RSIRRR 4 F. [P S Wlon TR e ' 10 TR o 1 it b e Sambunnn A Al
CAREE ¥ .L.?-.-h--.r.-'-;_- MHls ¥ .l..-l."FJ 1“‘1mt""'::1-‘"|1"‘"1° Mrs Rarinnil SOMLUEIELy SEEW &y
ron Pl ok Teacher College in 1974; and had been & teacher in & school of
i 1 u 1 ol i T 11} 23185 ha 1
cince then. Hd used tojbe the head of the student art-club while ho was
denty He said that [“*'*.d been on cubspoken critic of the school head=
% L : - 3 . 5 ho 11h
the teaching method, himself tenght the young sbu dents on thec subject oL
T 4 | P PR TR . T .|
2o, dealing with the present world problem; so ho engouraged them to réad
1 mele toun reporto qlted in the head-master's satisfaction
1] malke irlous reports which res ilted in the head-maguel o gal
b . PR L LA i TR
ot want the youth tofconcerdarith such informa tion. During tine schooi
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Textile Company , Semuthprakarn,

never had a chance to learn in & school, 'fery my parents

fac tory oimce I was 7-8 years old, and never had a chance

Yo have spme news from you soon,

GROUP TOR RELIGION IN SOCIETY i

Yo you in hoping foTy your help. My mo thar! is ihe family<

wit

is too npoor to ball. me out and is owver occupied by the

nomic hurdens, My| father had passed a"ray gince I was wery

together five brofthers and sisters, T am the thind, A%

(=]

Iy
dest brother has his own family to loolgaf'uer, my elder

led with the charge of drug addiction, wmy two younger Lel

low paid labourers, My mother is a textile b v‘aorker:ﬁ

i -
W

is very old is working so hard and even harder these days

5 prize, I ﬂlways drean of being aule %W

thing rockets its pri
; i
al o hex, i\’;"

Miss Leohua Sae Jewr, My father is named Kiatel, my

e, T was born in I959 , in Bangkok(caumnotl remember tae

by

¥ - x5
of 'l;_‘:n?"L';l;:,‘-}:{l‘EEf:jlt address is 050 Soi Jarernsook, Rama 4rd,

sphur Prakanong, Bangkok IX, Now I am I7 years old,

children and my father was dead many years ago and ny
1d and we all live in poverty. I worked all day long

.._.n..

en joy my early years, Before bheing arrest-ed, I work at P

statements are tr¥e,

Lee Hua Sae Jeer-woman prisong
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