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This report is again divided into f our self contained
partsfor the convenience of our readers, Those who are gainly
rested in the legal aspects of the situation should refer to the
rnart. In the second part we attempt to provide information on
the broader human rights situation, md have three special features;
e dedl ing with the suffering caused to villagers. by the policy of
elocation of villages into strategic namlets; one dealing with the
roblems faced by political prisoners (particularly uncanvicted
prisoners) in Bangkek jails, md one dealing with the problems of
: nder the Kriengsak administrations In the third part we

5]

conciderabie progress being made by CORS and other
organisation; whilst in the fourth and final part we
ief analyses of the political situation and other impor-
lating to the human rights situation.
=rt one starts off with a contimation of the story of

CORS worlkers, who thanks to the great efforts and

. of our overseas friends were released on a bail of $5,000
ach ( o total of 300,000 Baht had to be paid), by the military
in Nokorncritacmmarat on March 17th. Tt ey have to appear in
rain cn Jme lhth, and are likely to be remanded for
o further 90 days, prchably on bail apain, though we garmot e
~ituation is extremely complex as no ene government
real authority over this case {e.g the Police
{ bail, but the military court granted bail)
st that the govenor of Suratthani, the commander
region, and the investipating police officer all
fisiont evidence, the deputy commander of the
police (Colonel Chalart Saengchuto) is trying to
case alive, in order +o cause the masimam ossible problems
4+h which he has had a long-standing fﬂudg

wme tor this case we still need all possible support

from our overseas [riends, both moral and financial (the 300,000
Baht we have had to borrow for the bail fund has put us in a very
difficult financial situation)

We inalude short reportson most of the political trials

The trial of the Bangkok 18 continues to

that are tokinz place.
proceed at & snails'pace, with up to now almost no evidence relating

. .- baon presented, There have been statements
from hoth Thongbal Thongpao (leader of the team of Ll defence lawyers

from, Dol A B

to.-the trial !l

and the military prosecutor a
to row no nractical steps have been taken. Since the Frime
. has arain reiterated that the 19 will be pardurmﬂtl onee

iql is com

sa that they can be completed in less then

ol th e talt

T o : a
8 years is essential, In the minds of the government the 19 are
eensidered very much as criminals,

msi Y and Sutham, for example was not
even allowed to go to his mothers funerale
Other political trials continus +o be postponed more often
than they take place, For example, despite the fact that there is
aily one more prosecution witness in Boonchart sathienthemani's case,
hearings have beel. postponed for seven weekse Hearags for Somboon
and Wichai Banlusilp have been continuously postponed from Januarys
Worst of all however is the case of Udom Flakrong and his group who
will have had ly one hem_r'i.ﬁg intheir case between February and
July = a Tive month period / The court officials and prosecutors

=

)s

about the need to accelerate the proceedings,

olete (cxespt on the Lese Majeste charges), a speeding
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S : the world

stpone casesas if it was the simplest thing in s
x:-mhgs?r;atpraalising that these innocent Iﬂuplg (imiaﬂc;ﬂt- bﬁ:i:if
they have not yet been' proved guilty) languish in ia B e
and years, wconvicted, whilst almost no progress is i
trial, It seens @ fact that iy defended political case takes

ete,

by @hﬁ when the prisomers are aguitted, their problems arc
not over, as can be seen from the case of the Thai Blanket Fact?x-::
workers, They can be rearrestdd, or fired from their jola at will,
no matter what theoretical protection the law provides them. _
In Thailand, as in many other countries the law is a.d:rdnistf:rml in
one way for the poor and oppressed,and in another way for the rich,
A poor man can be sentenced to six months for stealing an egg, a rich
man can get off scot-free after corrupting millions of baht or
plotting the overthrow of the government .

We open Part Two with some information on a situation whic]
is causing usincreasing concerns This is the implementation of the
governrent!s policy of relocating villages into gstrategic hamlets
as a central part of its counter insurgency strategy, L,000 <igh
villages, involving the relocation of 10,000~12,000 villages (acout
20% of all villages in the comtry) are planned, but up to now, °
more often than not villagers are Just forced out of their homes,
and no real attempt is made to resettle them, In order to show how
Anunane this relocation policy is we describe in some detasl in.
Plight and the suffering of villagers recently moved to one such
strategic hamlet, and the way they are being dragged into a fioht
that they do not believe in and do not understand, .

hecording 4o the law, wiconvicted priscners ha
vieita from relatives, have food brought in, ha

rinted mater: » faVe access to legally
pa mterials, and not to be shack]ed etce In our special
report on the life of 5 political priscner we -

: show how the rights
are never granted, and hoy the life of a Prisener is full of .

: Fﬂrticular]_y in this hot :
that in the near future we shaulg: Ot season. We feel
tul
corrections Department, 5o that :ﬁttﬂ“@t to legally challenge the

lea ]
iave the tasic rights Lo whioh they are i, visted prisoners

In the :
attention to the sselion on continuing arrests, we draw special

situation in Nong Khai (in the N+E of the country,

Laos), where the pove i
Of NARC, %0 arrest, and dotqon. ot g g En;'aﬁ;:a .
800,

8t two months he ha
fnr!andmgﬁ- iaea . 8 a than 200 people
st g Fing societyn, Furtunat,ely Some of the arrestgd are

Eovernmen libe .
te 2 Af not Mrif E-Drmgic:g crﬂiite for 1‘t.seral Bunan rights image
t came ¢ : Prisonep ]
to mﬂﬂi‘v: E:;&r ‘n October last - S now, than there wer

pPolice apg

Ve many rights ineluding
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NG In our report from the South we include details of the
c.-:-ndw_tl:?inain detention centres and prisons, as well as on the
increasingly destructive conflict between insurgenis and government
forces (where the villapers obviously suffer more than gither of
the protagonists)s From this report it can be seen ¢leerly that
covernment uses the commnist suppression act as a way of detaining
people they do not like for up to 480 days in atirocions conditions,
mly to drop charges In the end because of lack of evidences

From the NE we have a very disturbing story of a° 16 year
old Thai pirl of vietnamese origin, who was arrested, sold to &
prothel, contacted syphillis, was rearrested, and sent to be
detained in Lard Bua Kaw in Korate

The period eovered by this report is one where the labour
situation has beeeme increasingly confused, The government has
rednead its restrictions on labour unions, and.has allowed meetings
and even scme striies to take place, and instead has been trying
to pefsue an alternative strategy of dividing and.fragmenting
the uniens so that they spend most of their time fighting with each
sther, In this latter policy it has had some success, as there
are now three national labour federations, and the disagreements
ndl rivalries amongst them are so great, that only about 500 workers
tamed up for the officially snongored Labour Day celebrations.
nevertheless the state enterprise labour unions (and vaiiouws publiec
enployee groups) have shown their strength by mounting (or threatenning)
strikes and other actions in defiance of martial law vhich 1s still
in force. ; ; | i

Tn Part Three of the report we discuss the growing
netivities of CORS and cther organisations workiny in the field of
mman rizhts. Despite the arrest of the CORS workers, mnd the
scntinuous harrassment of commitiee members and workers, CGRS has
been zrowing in strenpth during the period covered Ly thils report,hav-
ing increased its staff by three, and started several new activities.
These include supporting tne establishment of a cooperative in a
labour unionj supporting monks who are procducing a journal directed
at rural monks, designed to nromebe thelr understanding of their
sole both in defending human rights and in develomment; rumning &
training programe for activists from many organisations. in non-
violent direct actionj publishing a hook on the Supap Pasaong case etce
The human rightsactivities chvicusly however remain the core of
the groups work, but it is beag increasingly realised that unless

a viable third force and be created it will be difficult to create
any lasting solution to human rights problemss '

ColS is also participating actively 4in the Amesty Ipter-
national May/June camp:.i;ﬂ,pmposed yarious topics and strategies
for the campaign and is exploiting the campaign to create a gn}&tur
owareness of Amesty in Thailand, by producing a leaflet and dis-
tributing 5,000 copies.

Other groups are also becoming increasingly open and 3
active, For example the leader of the team of 1y lawyers defending
the Bangkok 19 is going oa & world wide lecture tour and this group
of lawyers is publishing a book an the Oct 6th cases Tt_le human iights
research group, composed of more than 30 academics 13 just about to
ghart worl. ;

This period of relative freedom of expression in Thall.?nd
Ly CORS and all other organisaticns involved in
to conscienticize the population as mach as
the next wave of repression takes place,

is being explocited
human rights, to Wy
possible, S0 that when
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herder for the government to act. ' e .ﬁ..m.

ummarise the news about the polzr.t-ica S1T1AT10N. F._ 15
wt;a: PyM Kriengsak's government passed through an axlt;re::el_?:
difficult perlod in' March, with the "Sangad Chaloryn" group,

grou actively .'rl-'.*_:,"ilr._ '
"Yog=-Prapass" p, and the "palace" group all ac Y I v
innawr?r;;nssible w;.y to destroy the Prime Minister, HOwever b

getting the three groups to fight amengst themselves the P,M

weathered the storm, and appears now to be in a stronger position

than he has been in for the last three or four months,

e also include a very brief summary of the news relating

to the communist party of Thalland and
MalaysianeThai cooperation, in addition to our usual features o

news relating to human ripghts and the conflicts taldng place in

different parts of the country,

On this last point it appears that last year somethin:

of the order of 300 communists, 580 government officials, and
almost 1,000 villagers were killed in battles between communists
and government forcese This combined with the suffering caused
by summary airests and executions (by both sides), forced relog
cation of villages, and forced reeducation (by hoth sides) seems
a high price to pay for any theoretical ideology, particularly
when one realises that the conflict is becoming increasngly

::::era. With each year more and more death and sufferin; z being
8

{1t 1s realised that in order to bring equality, vesac
and justice to the country, and a development Ea::d on E;"ﬂp“ﬁﬂhq
gpirituel values, a long strug-le lies ahead, In this st _k.
thare will be many advances and setbacks, and thus the mreatcst
hope, courage and commitment are needed. After rnssingbthroﬁr-':
itﬁ;kling Dga.:germ_ls period, those involved in the nonwviolent
e t.lgmirst “‘ﬂr‘: Just society are again regaining their hope




i‘IJ.:l...'I.T ONE
FOLITICAL FPRISONERS

. W R g Holessgd o g 0 @
411 our friends should by now have received our circular letter
about the release on bail of Chaiwat Yao-wapongsiri and Sukhon Tanthalkeyoon
fu1l time workers of OGRS, and their local guide Miss Baontham Chindawong,
Fail (85,000 cesh each) was first refused by the Director General pf the
Police Department, but was later accepted by the Military Court in Nakhen
Sri Thammaraj on 17th March, 1978, after all three had been detained for

30 deys at Ban be San police station, The reason given by the Military
Court for granting bail (ngainst the orders of the Police Departmeht] was
that "the evidence was vcry weakl"

The situation in this case has been and still is extremely
confusing, but alse instructive for our understanding of the power situation
in the sensitive provinces. On the government side there are four main
actors none of whom seem to be playing & completely straightforward gems,
These ares=-
- Police Captein Pon Pet Kemkeow, chief investigation officer
at Ban Na San police station '

— Chalit Pimolsiri, Governor of Surat Thani

- General Pin Thammasri, commander of the fourth army region.

- Police Colonel Chalart Sengchtito, depupy commander of the

police special branch

Captain PonPet, after his preliminary antagonism against our three
golleagues, he seemed to be quite impressed by the frequent flow of visitors
.o Ban Na San,including an IGJ representative; lawyers; Buddhist monks;
fatholic Bishops, sisters and priests; businessmen gte, He thus claimed
to be eaper to help, theoretically agreed to support the original bail
request to the Police Department, and theorelically sgreed to complete
his investigations by s5th of May, e do not know whether he gupported
the bail request or not, but we do wnow that it was turned down by the
1 of the Police Deperftment "heeause the crimes were serious
orimes, with a possible punnishment of life imprisonment or execution',
We now know that PonPet is not making an attempt to complete the investliga=-
tions quickly, but instead is trying to delay its completion as long as
woesible so that further remands can be sought,
Chalit Pimolsiri, seems to be playing many different games all at the
ceme time. For example he was against our friends right from the begin-
ning, and was convinced that they were commnists., He thus sent a message
to the police department asking for permissiﬂn to detain the three for a
further sixty days (after the preliminary detention period of thirty days ),
it about the same time (7th March) he gave an interview over Radio Thailand

nad ordered their release three days previouslys’ This statement

most people in Thailand and

in fact the three were still

Director Genera

that h.l_'
wes widely reported in the newspapers so that
overseas assumed that the case was over, when

in detenticn.
It is possible that his own changes of mind were caused by Capt.
PonPet secemed to have his first change in heart some-
time between his visit to the regional police HQ's in Songkhla and to the
fourth army commandsr on 3rd of March, and his presentation of his prelim-
inary report to police HQ's on the 6th of March, Or it may have resulted
from him being informed ofall the foreign concern on the case,
Nevortheless we find Chalit's behaviour difficult to understand
because on the one hand he announces theprisoners are released, and also
puts pressurs on the Military court to grant bail; and on the other hand
(at the seme time) requests permission for a her 60 days detention,
i . 25118 D dis T8 3 £

FanPet 's influence,

L] [ 1 L ohie L e ] L]
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”lg E;; Pin Thamsri, On 27th February 1978 General Fin gav aa, interviey
E:tg the Nation Review, in which he sai_;’u ‘hhat the army i‘if’;ﬂ*rn _::,;
granting of btail, and thought that the charges -w:e 80 }s{:mc 7
did.not only effect his Tegion tut the whole cmul: Ihry.the QBT < fors vint
to send the detainees to Bangkok to be dealt wit g tgs-u-::::‘-'- Sreden
police, (this statement may have been prempted by Chalart Sengchu
fl see below)
|

| b

adiogram to the
However only 3 days later (2nd March) he send a ra Logz 0 the

| governor of Surat Thani, saying that he had noc objection to cith-r r leasing
ompletely or bailing out the three detainees, _

iy yHe feel that General Pin's and Chalit's {the'lat.!:c-r 5
ing his bets) change in heart was caused by their realisation ).+ :;

L
4 -

arrest of the three was not just an ordinary arrest of “com::-,uni:_' ta'{currently
| | running at over 30 a menth) where nobedy cares and the authorities cap o
what they went, This was partly because of the flood of visitors we arranged

to go to Ban Na San, and to meet the governor, and partly because of the
huge campaign (vith hundreds of letters and telegrammes) our friends over-
seas mounted in defence of the arrested CGRS workers, They thus decide
that it was in their interests to give CGRS the benefit of the doubt.
However the final mjor actor on the government side o

aoes not

ooen to be ullling tq give such & benefit of the doubt £ CGRS, This is

Chalart Saengchuto,

For scme time he has
"communists" in religious organisations s and hag

CGRS, and also followed Cops WOrkers £o the North of Thailand. Durine + e

iland, During the

~- 1 Buddhist, lent {hly.--—-.ﬂqtpbaz:!lﬂ??i.—ha went. to Chiengmat.-to tall .
Santisuk Satisukho) seven times to t

(Phra Pracha Psunthamms and Phra
ry to force thep to disband CGRS, and

time he yag the person who
0 against Dr, Koso] Srisang (first chairman f

in the Church of
In March 1978 he went to Ubol

Bishop Buniuen M it Foader)
3 fansa :rv ha
things he shoulg 1ot say while Py &nd tried very har

Secretly recording the

to get him to say
conversation,
e with the ol :
. case, However on 2lst Febyar
| ¥ he cross ey
g?‘t&.:mmrat T(uith Col Thongghai Fiphitasurakam mili:a.r
hani), This vas reported in a 1gea) ne
On bth of March he s

. . 8 he ]'IEGW
OWer was not in his hands
Fin (who haq already dccepted that. the three could

(saying the three
in some armgyance,
0 released or not,

3 to t etwas not interested
e The next, day we hearg from a gl g L t:;?_ " moihad
halart & Bource that

88 official in charge «

phoned
im whethey they haqg beup i
hajva

e
xbremahr.triuky and danperoua, and

i
|
l.
1.

-
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because of his past fallures in destroying CGRS (end the fact that we had
used kigh level contacts to try to get him to lay off us in January) he

e determined to exploit the arrest of our colleagues to the utmost, It
is for example almist certainly Chalart who persuadedGeneral Pin to meke
his first statement (proposing to transfer the case to the special branch),
hin who got the Police Department to refuse bail, him who got PonFet
to slow down the submission of the investigation report, and him who will
try to ensure further remands when the three appear in court on the 1li4th
June, and him who in the long run will try to ensure that charges will

be pressed, '

In trying to resolve this case we have come to realise the
trepely complicated situation that exists in sensitive areas, with no cne
on having clear cut authority. For example after the original 30 days
Jetention period either the Police Department could order & further. remidnd
for 60 days, or the military court for 90 days, Both could accept or refuse
tc prant bail also, FonPet the police investigation officer falls under
‘he direct authority of the governor, the fourth army commander, and regional
police authorities (end hence the Folice Department and thus the special
branch police). The police are responsible for carrying out all investiga-
tions, but the army has the final say on whether charges will be pressed
ete ete, With such a complicated situation it is difficult to decide

¢ where we, and our overseas friends should be putting pressure.
Nevertheless the current situation is thus that the three are
all remanded on bail until 1l4th of June, are all working in Bangkok for
CGRS (given the large number of murders in Surat Thani we did not feel
-r Boontham to return to her village), and ere all preparing them-
. the possibility that at the next hearings in the Military court
ri Thammaraj, baill will not be granted, charges will not be
d they will be redetained in the central prison of MNakorn Sri
Themmaraj, Some preparation is needed for this eventuality. However
as they have already been detnined for three hours in that prison, and are
ayere of the terrible overcrowding and unsanitary conditions, and of the
way Pcommunist" prisoners are treated there, they know what to prepare for,
Tt is however by no means certain that Chalart will get his way,
heocause as fer as we can gather there is no evidence (true or false) for
the charges of communism, or of threatenning the internal and external
security of the state, Though we reaslise that for political cases in

rrnt]
vt b

Thailand evidence is not needed, we feel that if the case is persued many
important people will loose face including General Pin, Governor Chalit,
the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affeirs (who has informed the U.S. State
Department and other countries that the three have been released), and
possibly the Prime Minister alsc who does not want ancther nonsense
political trial on his hands,

Wo thue feel that if outside pressure can be kept up, the most
that Chalart will be able to achieve will be to obtain one or two further
remnids of 90 days before the charges are dropped. In a case such as
this, where the government does not have a clear cut policy (as opposed
to the &th October case) we feelthat polite outside pressure is extremely
effective and important, We are convinced that it is largely because
of the tremendous support from all our old friends, and hundreds of mew
friends cverseas, that bail was finally granted, but we are equally con-
vinced that this pressure on the Prims Minister, and the Deputy Minister
of the Interior must be kept up if the charges are to be eventually dropped.

The acticn of our friends overseas does not only have an effect
on the government's attitude to CGRS, but also on CGRS jtdelf, It is very
difficult to express the extent to which the hundreds of letters, the
dorations to our bail and defence fund (totalling 73,756 Baht so far), end
the expressions of support and concern have had on all of us at CGRS,
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may the dark clouds of
uppert is like a bright light which pushﬂsh&&rts, for we now realise
b rekindles hope and optimism in our struggle for greater y
S o erst Iafore tist ve ais uch AJelS 19 our .
more B e .. 8
i ol g i:iﬁh:ii:nmﬁﬂ?a good effects, and the ﬂ%"f‘f; g vl .:‘J;gﬂg'uﬂ.‘?,
Eﬁ'ﬂ ::d that EWMEd om0 th;tt-i:'}e ...r‘-‘ bach 1 g own '
and the : n:;aniﬂntiun. No comzittee member or ful d 11-;; } ot 15 &il
rasil%ﬂﬂ or said we shouldn't be doing what we are do 78, but inste e
urdﬁbﬁg:l’mir efforts for our cause, and a new atronie;ni--:.' oy -t:
Geumminity was orssbed, Strengoly ssough CGRS has movo it g
I iod Eith the number of full time worlers increasing from seven Lar
P’Ert tﬂm &t a ime of preatest danger, _ la s ot L8
o hial‘hus vhether our colieagues are jailed again or not, whether Chalart
5 "‘h“.‘ & ‘.,. W )y
tries to destroy CGRS or not, and whether further arrests bhort CORS wi 13
not, we are convinced that with your moral and meterdal Ty WSS wi.l

contime to grow from atrahg’.oh to strength,
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&t the Cr

Erosccution Witnesss Fol, Lt, Col, Ulit Kanjanampa (continued) i
Crosg-cxaminations The tria] s postponed to Mirch 24th because th court
official could not get the documents ag he had lost
after the witness had left the court, the court

ments,  However, the Judge insisted that the
weeks until Margh 24th,

Trosecution Witness; poi, It, Col, Mit Kanjanampa, deputy superintendent
of a Police Frecint's Dep&rtm;nt, of Investipation,
(rose-exemimation: The yitpeoq B RN S TR had been Louohod
:g'a;’?; :gﬂhgimk: & copy of the film on another £ilm, which wowld show
% bonched up, Touching y could make o man's face look
bigger, Squarer, the ‘eye-broy t P

the keys, But soon [,
official brought the o cu-
hearing be postponed for thr

Were sent to the CID, from man Rewspaper includ-
0 Sézn Bangkok Post, Daily Neys and Daily-Timeg. Thgahpfitness
8nsvered thet pe had the feeling that those fiipg that he

e

was ordaered to
T 3 " - » a

but the Frosecutor clajneq thatﬁanng B b iiths;lz ]-ttw: :
8 Songkran

i a}r}. It was

y but the court

weaks to the

= : finally the hear-

Bog o thg ¥s 2€¥en weeks after the

hmnmnr SeYS in fag) gon o .

vious hearing,

further seven &

Prosecutor gpg the gourt weeks for the CONVene .
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2, The trial of the Bangkok 18 at the Military Court of Bangkok,
irmy Quatcrmaster's Division of the Royel Thai Army, Nonta-
buri Province

February 27th, 1978 _

~ond Procecution Witness: Mr, Thanong Laowanich (continued for the

fourth time) : :

Oross-examination; Regarding the witness's former statements to the
putlic prosecutor concerning the students 'protest against the Americen
military bases in Thailand in which the witness had asked why the students
had not protested sgainst the Russian, Cuban and Chinese bases (although
there are and have never been cuch bases in Theiland), the witness
anid in his answer to the lawyer's question that’ the purpose of the Amer-
jcan bases was to fight against the Thai Communist guerrillas in the
jungles, He did not know whether or not it was the purpose of the Amer-
ican basese in Theilend to make war in Vietnam, Laos arnd Cambodia,

The witness, having seen the picture in the English
newspaper Bangkok Post, hurried to see the Frime Minister at the Govern-
ment House, although he ‘could not read any English, The lawyer asked
about why he went there, The witness answered that he wanted to see
Prime Minister to find out what the news was all about, When asked why
he did not go to the Bangkok Post instead, the witness said that did not
know where the Bangkok Post was, it Government House he did not meet the
erime Minister bub instead met a group of about 100 housewives (who
sathered in front of the Government House to ask for the dismissal of 3

E

ministers whom they accused of supporting the students, and for the

appointment of Mr. Samak Suntoravej and Mr, Somboon Siritarn as ministérs
ir their place, The witness showed the picture of the hanging scene to
the crowd, and many women cried and one said that this was a serious case
of Iese M’:Ljn;.-ste. 3
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The witness was asked to point out which of the 18
defendants was the one who scted in the hanging scene a8 it appeared in
the Bangkok Post., The 18 defendants stood up, but the witness could not
identify who the actor was,

March Oth, 1978

Seoond Prosccution Witness: Mr, Thanong Laowanich (continued for the
fifth time) e
sss-examination: The defence.lawyer, Mre Chaf Kaswchmsai referred to
ro witnoss's statemont to the prosecutor in which he said that the
students had no sense of responsibility. He acked if a student whose
father was a farmer and whose mother was a worker joined a demonstration
asking for more wages or for helping farmers with their debts, would it
mean that the student was acting responsiby or not, The witness
replied, "that is not the son's duty, but the parents; the student has

the duty to learn®,

Cr
th

The defence lawyer claimed to the court that the
wvitness slowed down the hearings by not answering the lawyers 'questions
directly. The judge told the lewyer to continue with his gquestions,

; Mr., Sompon Chirapat, the lawyer for Mr. Suchart
Pacharasurawut, the 12th, defendant, referred to the witness's statement
inthe previous hearing in which he said that the American bases in Thai-
land were designed to sSuppress cormmnist guerrillas in the countiry.
Here, the judge said that the witness had not said so, but said that toe
purpose was to prevent interference from cutside the country, There
followed some argument between the dafence lawyers, who insisted that the
witness had said so, and the judge. The argument ended with the defenes
lawyers gave up and asked the witness a new question,
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he Metrcpolitan Electricity Workers Union (Paisal was

k)

oi th ff tha Matr £y o v 2 :
L the ol the Metropolitan Electricity Worksrs Union).
thich .

i E-n_ became the Labour Federation of Thailand had 3
t,to solve the problems of strikes; second, to solve

- » £ 195 § 1 o sme = o Bl 2alady -
ms caused by employers firing workers and not keeping to the

tws; and thirdly, to sclve other labour problems caused by
' On May Day in 1975 Faisel changed "the group of
ions" into "the [abour Federaticn of Thailand", This federation
Tl i 1r had not been lepally registered. Later Arom
! .ree Fonkthawe were elected to be deputy-presidents of the
ion.,. ne were some contacts with the Friedrich-Ebert Stiftyung
n order to ask for money to help in drafting the constitution
ederation, With the support from FESF, a meeting to draft the
¥ n &g held in Bangsaen,
Since 14th October 1973 there were many important
i labourers, For example; the demonstratiocn of labourers
and Samutprakern at Sepemlueng; the demonstration to expel
I strike of labourers at the Standard Carment Industries.
.t labourers were being increasingly involved in polities., -
t nersons who involved the labourers in politics were Seksan

1, Tepipvn Chaidi and Frasit Chaiyo, One meeting wvas held at

ineering School., In the meeting room there were about 20
3, including Thirsyut Boonmes, Seksarn Prasertiul and Prapon
nhita (efendant no. f}}
ARULL Gy L J(0
1 1 Frosccubtion Witnesg: Fan Wongdi (centimaed)
rrc : Seksan was the secretary of the Labour Coordination
| of which Terdpin was thepreaident, This centre always
in wes of labourers'strikes, The above 2 parsons always
1abourers of the centre to coordinate with WSCI, Pan said
f the strikes of the labourers Were for their mouths and
ot t any political aims but many were also for political
 Students Trom ISCT came to meet bim often as he was the secretar
he Ir Industrial Workers fAssociation of Thailand, They asked to
o . in sneaking with the employers, to support their struggles
or with other resources, bub he dida't egree, He said that
h ! -1ieve in or trust the NECT gny longer after the meeting at
L1L¢ £ I Enginecring Scheols Aecording to the Labour Hglation's Aet,
re was a strike people who were ot labourers in the particular
i could not be invelved 1ib the strike. Only somecne appointed
sultant who was known by the er-loyers and Iabour Department
t to ak ot labour meetings.

ed a

~Kand ete, Fan und
wnrathos was designed to in

VLT
Thi

then the monk Thanem ceme into Thailand, the feder-
committees to €O yrdinating with the NSCT, The committee
irom Fongpanjan, auwinal Pinthep, Suwit Prayoonsak and
arstood thatthe poster of the 2 labourers
cite the people and to make them

agted in the events.

Cross~examinations Thongbai Thongpeo
gava help to labourers of Thailand

including Batu,
I.L.0. (International Labour Organi?
helped to train the

Hany organizations
+the ICFTU, the Frioérich - Ebort Stiffgusg Foundation, the
aation) and the AAFLT, These organizations

labour leaders and their activities were not subversive.
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april 11, 1978 tinued) |
: sg: FPan Wongdi (con EE U R \
HMME%?—:.&& that was interested in promoting a systen
Crogs-exanination

|
- ic situatien and made peonle

of goverpment that improved thﬂ;?;:g?;zted B R et systen o I
peaceful. i AT S M8 T that the labourers had a low '

vernment that a dictatorship, He said g |
educatdon, and only about 208 of them knew about the labour laws, It
:'& :ct.hnra;.‘wﬂ right that gtmi:m should be the advisars of the labourers,

the law, .

i i kBBPH:Dms not interested in the labour Coordination .

: illegal,
Centre.Sachisy & mzﬂ }h_FEan in 1976, ‘there was a celebration IJI‘--::i*_"-.-d ‘
overby F.M, Seni Preamoj, The objective of the celebration was to remind
people of the struggles of the labourers at that time, There w=s alsc
an exhibition ubout the working conditions of labowrers, farmers, and
peasants, He had gone to look at the exhibition at Thammasat Univer- ity |
and remembered that Chuan Leekpai, a minister in the Seni government ,
was the chief speaker at the exhibition on that day, ‘

The meeting of the federation about the case of the

two labourers who were hung at Nekornprathom wes called in order i -
for justice, Usually there was 2 secretary for each meeting in order to '
record the minutes, these minutes would be accepted at the next meetd
The docunent no, J, 76 presented by the prosecution was not the offic
minutes but was merely the personal notes of Pan,
Cross-cxaminations Suthipong laccharcen

- _In a democratic government, sometimes the state po
did not beleng to the people, The cbjectives of eléections wes only to
glve people an opportunity to check the characteristics of the rulers.
The problem of the labourers wag largely an econemic problem which cach |
government wes interested in and tried

to solve, Sometimes the econon ie
edtuation of labourers got better, and sometimes worse, 1In the period

of Sanya Thammasats ' government the labour problems improved, but they
fot worse again during the pericd of Thanin's govermment ,

It was not Necessary that the left wing should alwavs

re uﬂﬂinat the government,, particularl)r when the gwemmenE u—a.J [‘ﬂl" |
ch; :I‘jﬁlt‘;;:stﬁa:fithﬁ people, The general public often gave money to |
t-CII'Hhip.. could be the core of the struggle to resist dicta- .

The labe
mAnagers of ur problems came

£ f t- Mo
iactories who oftep insulted the Tom the mistakes of the

éabm:rera,gainr&d too much

- t give the workers wel-
labourers in the riod of T4 1o e workers i
the government because theypzam ﬂfraii'lmlt}gmbgiirmt directly appeal to

rested, i
Lpril 28, 1978
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studied the theory of commnism in Thammasat University.

In more practical terms, he had met Sahai Samrej
durinz his work at Kalasin, Sahai Semrij was sent by the C.P.T. to swr-
\nd eontrol the lahourers locking for oil in .the sub-district of Kao
Wong, frasit, knew thet he was a comrunist because he alweys spoke 'come
munist jargon, Prasit brought Sahai Semrej to massape parlour in Kon-
kaen, 1t made Sshai Samrej very satisfied because he said thathe had
never known such pleasure whilst he was in the jungle for 5-6 years,
Lfter that Sahai Samrej went to surrender to the officials at the sugges-

¥

ticn of Prasit, He was gent for reeducation for more than 3 months
following the project of Godta Mercy" (Karunyathep), After being trained,
he went back to mewt = Frasit and gave him further informaticn about
comrunists and C.F.T, both in theory and the operations, Frasit said

the first time he knew the real mature of the C.P.T.

n May 1975 Prasit was invited to visit U.8.5.R. an
the invitation of U.S.5.1, government, He also participated the May Day
nelebrations in the U.S.8.R. The U.S,8.t. povernment gave him a medal
.f his courape in fighting for the labourers in a capitalist
.cuntry, Lfter thet there were some officials of USSH who tried to train
hout the way to carry out revolution in Thailend,

prasit deseribed the meaning of Marxist Leninism and
its Lasie principles. 4nd then he talked about the C.F.T.

He said that NSCT and democratic youth's association
¢ Thailand were the fellow travelling organization of the C.P.T. which
were formed to pet rid of the monarchical institution. In the same way,
the lahourer Federation of Thailand, the National Labourer Coordination
Centre and the United Farmers and Peasants crpanisation of Thailand were
als front oreanization designed to destroy capitalism., This meant
hat all operations of these united front organizations were under the

trol of the C.F.T.
At present the C.P.T. vas trying to create a revolu-
i throuph democracy. It divided its revolutionary stratepies into 2

parts; those for the jungle and those for the eity. In the jungle, it
used armed force. In the eity, it used its front orgainzations, The

it wanted to destroy were the monarchy, the power of the

state, the power of the government, the economic system,the political

gystem and the social gystem.

The Gth October 1976 event was the organised by NSCT
which was a front orpanization of the ¢.P.I. and had the objective to
sverthrowing the monarchy, Prasit saw the picture of the hanging in

Dao Siam, Sangkok Post and Athipat, The picture was very like the Crown
;

reanisations

rince so mach so that he believed that it was: a picture of the Crown

rince,

From 14th October 1973 to &th October 1976 there were
a 1ot of outside persons interi‘eri}gg in the strikes of labourers, Most of
those persons came from NSCT z:.ndﬁﬁ $icnal labourer coordination centre,
They came to draw up the plans for the s rikes.

'he exhibition on the Republie of China at Thammasat
University was designed to incite people to become politically active
political ereatures in order to give more power to the revolutionary
forces, It was also organised by & front organization,

The national labourer coordination centre and the
labourer's centre of Thailand were formed illegally. The Labour Council

of Thailend had only just been repigtered 1n 1978,

l;_.:




Detent
Concerning the Oct 6th incident, it has long been beliived that
besidea those injured, raped and killed during the incident in Thuornsat
University, the 19 persons being under the juridical procecdings in ¢
Military Court and Criminal Court and Virat Truen, are the lost vieti;
atill directly suffering from thet incident, However, recently tho e have
been newspeper reports (e.g. Matichon) that there is another rrovr -7
vietims who are suffering as mich or even more than,the ninetecn, Th
are a group of Low-rank airmen who are, according to the nows. beine .
teined by the Airforce under heavy charges, They will eventur; 11y be ¢
in the Military Court without defence lawyers. i A
These airmen had joined the protest at Thammasat University
gﬁﬁ?&:ﬁa z:ﬁgrmdw._ cf Field Marshal Thanom Kitikajorn, and were arrest
) ing Lo the nevs reports, they have been merctly detai
by the air force, hgain according to the reperts, which we haven ot v
confirmed, these airmen have been shackled with m; bi L} h t i
Ez:a ;uh; 1§md out that an airman from this grm;pmha:niiﬂtf'":.'f o,
o a E-‘H ¥ = - Li d LMLy ptatal
flesh, right iu :ﬁu;ﬁf’ Sy Bhﬂcklelh.ad B P dto b
W are trying to find out more prec
mation on this case, and will report on itrpin o

13

confirmed infora
later reports,
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3 The trial of Nikom Pridakul

The case of Hikom pricalkul is notable for his frequent
Arrestse After having been arrested twice and each time being finally
acquitted from the charges due to inadequate evidence,he was rearrested
for the ':j:'i!"t: time,this time charged with being a gangster,on January
25,1978 (See human rights in Thailand report,Jan-Fab, 1978 pp 21=-22)

Oon March 19, 1978, when he appeardd in court, the court yet agein
acquitted him from the charges because therewas not enough evidence
\rainst him, after he had been detained for almost 2 months.

Why this peor man is so frequently arrested cn trumped up
charges,with no evidence, we are not quite clear. The previous time
-5 arrested he was even asked to select his own charge,

3, Those arrested before Oct. Oth -
T 7The trial of Workers of Thai Blanket Factory at the Criminal
Court :
Judpement of the Court: On February 16th, 1978, the judge acquitted 3
ToTendants from ihe chargese As for the other 5 defendants,the judge
id not make any decision. If the prosecutor did not appeal in 15 days,
the defendants would all be set free. After thefiftesn days, the pro=-
_ccutor did not appeal, therefore the 5 remaining defendanis were all

set free.

However, za all the workers who were the defendants in
thig case (except the first defendant) had been dismissed from their
work, the workers appealed to the Lab ur Department that the factory
had fired them illegally, because, according to the Labour Law, the
factory cannot fire my worker because of his participation in a
strike., Later on, the labour relations committee decreed that the
workers should obtain their former positions in the factory, or else
the employers weuld have to pay them compensation. Bub the employers
refused, and appealed the decision of the labour relations committee
to the Ministry of Interior. Consequently, the labour relations
committee and the workers became the defendants in & civil action.

Frateep Prakkratoke, the Tth defendant’ was rearrested just
aftor his release under the new charge of garbling, and was detained
in the prison in Nontaburi Province. Fortunately he was acquitted
from this charge on February 2lth, 1978,

This case is again an example of how it is very difficult
for the poor to get any real justice from the courts. For if they are
not rearrested on some false charge, they are inevitably likely to
loose their jobs, and be blacklisted from employment in other factories.

2, The Trial of Supm Pasa-ong Group
March lst, 1970 :
Proscoution Witness: Pols Cape Songpon Vong tong kam (mntinuE:d)
(Songpon was ameng a group of policemen who arrested
Supap md his friends an March 30 th, 1976)
Crosseexaminations The witness said that he had the responsibility to
Tind information about the movements of both the employers and employees.
He did not know much about Communisi. The reason he stated to the

prosecutor that Pisit (the defendant) was a committee member (infact
he was not) of the labour union was because he had not examined the

evidence throughly.
The witness had been to the labour union only once, end

had not gone upstairs, At that time he and about 10 other government
officials were invited to a workers! party, though he could not
remerber for what occasion. All the officials invited had not gone




to the union!

The

he
books at the labour union, though

was because he was "told" this by the
According to the witness,
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s lihrary nor had they looked

+o the prosecutor that
reason he stated to P a2 nhi
library memberse
the first strikes that tock

lace could reach agreement easily,but the

be able to reach an agmemer_zt.
difficult to resclve were firs
polaris drinking water; gecandly,

In

at the books there,
there were communist
geen thé books himself

later cnes never secemed to

fact the four demands which were
tly the provision by the employers of
-the provision of adequate toilet

and bath-room facilities; thirdly, the granting of cost of living
allovances and finally, compensaticn for workers whose wages were not
paid. The witness accepted that the last demand for compensaticn was
in accordance with the labour law.
Songpon said that there had also been worlers' demands to
be given the minimum wage aé stipulated in law but he could not rémem-

ber either at which factories -;:.g
demandsa. He admitted that hﬂ/ﬁi’;

in how many factories were such
use:the workers! demand as evidence

for arresting the employers for contravening the labour law.
The hearing ended at 11.30 am.
hearing session because the withess had an official appointment.
The next hearing was fixed for March 8

There was no afternoon

March 8, 1978
T’Tasacut{m Witness: Pol. Cap. Songpon Vongtongkam (Continucd)

Crogg=examinations:
inte

~The witness said that whenever the labour unicn
any strikesmore demands would be added,and with most

of these extra demands no compromize or agreement could be reacheds

He accepted however that there were
to the workers' demands easily.

the witness now accepted th

himself but heard about them
names he could
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the

that the

the
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the
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March 22nd, 1978 :

Prosecution Witness: Pols Cape Songpon Vongolongkam (contimed)
Cross-6zaminationsg The witness stated that after the Ostéth coup,
he had arrested about 10 workers from Kratumbaen District under
endangering socliety charges.

He said that both the employers and employees had the
right to appoint their consultants after the employees had set
* their deamdns, and after the employers could not meet these demands

or could the two sides come to an agreement, Cnce appointed, the
sultant could not be regarded as an "outsider" any more.
I cepted that the defendants in the case had teken part in Iabour
negotiations as consultmts or as those directly avolved in a case.

The witness said that the arrest of the defendants on

h 30th, 1976 had benefited the employers, and Mr.Kamchad Sanka-
pitak, an employers representative and personnel manager of 3 factories
in the area had given a basket of flowers to the Head of the Police
Department to congratulate and thank him for the arrest,
April 5th, 1978 ;
Procecution Witness: The manager of Hara Thaland Co.Lid.
Trosccutor:The witness gave avidence concerning the workers! strike
T the Hara Jeans factory, wheh the workers seized the factory and
shanged the name of the factory from "Hara Thailand™ to "Workers
Solidarity", The witness said that during the strike there were
migic and £ilm shows and there were also some students who jolned
the strike., However, most of histestimony had nothing much to
do with Supap md his friends' cases '
April 12¢h, 1978: The trial was postponed to April 19th, 1978 because
the qefence lawyer had not enough documents to cross-examine the
prosecution witness. (The manager of Hara Thailand Co.Ltds)

Tt was agreed that for the next hearing of April 19th,
mnother witness would hive his evidence in the court, because the
manager' would not be free on that day.
kpril 26th, 1978 ' ;

Proseouticn Jitness: Pol.Maj. (Gen. Charoen Sombatsiri
Tross—examination: The witness accepted that it was 2 democratlc
Ticht of the people to stage a strike or hold ademonstrations

This right was only limited under a dictatorial regime, AS a
police deruty commmder of the region, he had never been received
cf-;aplamt:.; about migtreatment of workers by their employers, gn the
contrary, he often received reports on how the workers pressurised
thelr employers.

According to the witness, during the workers! gtrike at
Pechkasem 3 factory, there were about 30=40 policemen faa'.!.th firearms
ruarding the factory, so that the workers could not go in and out of
the factory easily, The witness accepted that the law had forbidden
+he emplover to close the factory or stop employment during a workers?
strike, f{c;*.-:mr&r, on January 1lith, 1975 the employer closed the %‘actor;,r,
informed the pclice that the workers would seize

md, as . a excuse,

the factory.
The witness accepted that he had never been informed that

the workers had verbally attacked the religlon or the monarchy cduring
their strike and also accepted that in Thai history there had never
been any revolution which succeeded through seizing a factorys

Ce From Sensitive Area
. The Trial of Udom Pka=kron
February 2hth, t Tho' trial was postponed for two wnole monthe
To ipril elth-25th, 1978, because the prosecution witness could not
come to give hisevidence to the court before April 2Lth.

Group at the Criminal Court
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Aprid 2lth, 1978 gk | ' -
Prosecetioriiesst Pol.Second Lbs Vanohai Rusngsripuerg, @ police-

man from Tasala local police station
Prosecutor: On May 10th, 1976, wien the Village Defence Voluntecr
tary Camps were attacked by the guerillas, the witness wis
at hishome not far from the police station. After having been
informed of the attack, he and 30 other policemen and civilinns went
to the place, When they reached the place, the guerillas ?.:-.L‘._ all
gone. It was reported to him that there were about 100 guerill:s,
He did not kmow who the guerillas were, because he had not ashel
anybody that question and nobody had told him that they had recornized
any of the puerillas, - :

On May 21st, 1976, the military, police and civilian
officials searched the house of Mr.Chuay Joolapak, md -found 2 shot-
guns and 3 bullets and so arrested him under the charge of illegally
owning firemiegs The investigation took place on that same evening
and lr.Chuay confessed that he had joined the guerillas in the attack,
Cross-examination: The witness szid that 2 shotgns were found cut-

e Ir.Cmay's house. They were burried in the ground, 15 metres
from the house of Mr.Chey Srichaiyot who was Chuayts father in law,
_ flegardingthe investigation of May 22nd, 1976, the witness
did not interrogate the defendant himself; he just listened, He said
L% Uere vas no torture during the oross examination and also ool

that he had not kmovm that My Chuay's brother had been shot dead by
whall 3 t; Al |
the merillas a long time ago. R e8¢ B

ril 2Sth, 1978: The Trial was i s b '
: »- Was postponed again, This time for 3
&Lﬂ-TTTfW 3 mext trial will be on July 26th and 27 th, 1976,

Ita%%; el points about this case should be noted, First, the 11
tﬁagdﬂt;ﬂhi:: d:fgg far been detained for about ? years, yet the

Very slowl s
It seems to be a norma;?thim iruhfﬁguae of the frequent pPostponements,

g authorities t i .
(or even three) months,there ig only SN 2R cus, tig

- oné hearing or no hearing at all,

E::ﬂ ;: Eé‘-:ﬁz' the ge_tainees, this is not go simple for them, because

potement means that they have o spend longer in prison,

t . are in}' unconvicted i g
hey had been shackeq 'i:'l'lt-h leg irons since early 1977 unfﬂﬁﬁgﬁil’
B ! zll:mng 3 daughter petitioned to the corrections

& 18 thus only recently they/MiBaciied, Thirdly,
defendant in . nbretbir jor «Puchong Kaewsuwan who was the
el e e fruc R Tl

ceharges and is going to be tried
his brother, jnd S8 1o be tye
orbure merr, e Proseoution witnoss iy fherd ot
reliable soupces tMtaﬂl;E:Et:E:twimé’fwadlal;va R L oymed. by

been 1 S-endant in this case ineluding

Hilitary Canp in Haaiﬂtmﬂ{ ffiﬁi{lg the investigation at the

vince, and the reason that

to th
R oy ity € authorities that they were guerillas was to
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1. The trial of Sombocn and Vichai Banlusilpa at the Bangkol

=]
—
3

f

Military Court
In the last report it was pointed out that this case was
noteble for its slowness and frequent postponements, because though

+he two brothers had been detained for one year and four months they had

not yet been tried in the court, as the trlal hearings vhich were first
heduled for January 9th, 1978 were postponed again and again several

finally were expected to take place on March 27th and 26th,

Lgain, the hearings on March 27th and 28th, 1978 were post-
noned to May 16th, 1978,

%) Endangering Society

1, Four Priscners at Nongkhai appealed for Habeas Corpus
On March 24th, 1978 four prisoners arrested under endanger-
ty charges in'accordance with Decree No, 22 of the HARC on March
ngkhai Frovince appealed to the court at Nongkhai for
inbess Corpus. The four are identified as Mr, Kasem Wongchanon, Mr,

Kanl v, Prasert Kemthong and Mr, Seng Sae-ia, all of whom are
ents for arranging expert import certificates for Thai-

i
2
=

F'he four appealed to the court in accordance with the Cri=-
minal Code Decree 90 (Habeas Corpus), which allows people illegally
is appeal to the court for their release, They claimed that
illegally arrested and detained, that the ogfficials had
: m as they were innocent, had & lepal occupation
residence, and asked that the court call the investigater
{ Terputtangkul for trial hearings, and release them all,
¢ arpeal was opposed by Eol,Lt, Vanchai, through the pro-
‘ccutor, who claimed that the four hac previously been arrested under
society charges on Oct. 14th, 1976 and had been through re-
education but had not seen the error of their ways. Moreover, the
four had ‘no right to appeal by using the Decree o0, as the decree did
t cover those arrested under ‘endangering gociety charges.

i B, e 2 gl
endanFerii

Phefirst and second hearings are supposed to take place on
v #th. and 17th, 1978 and the cases of all four will be heard at the

gsame Lime, F -
The text of the Decree 90 is that when a person is illegally ,'
detained or imprisoned, his/her wife/husband or relatives, or somebody L
concerncd such as e prosecutor, & prison governor or a custodian may N
appeal Lo the court’' for his release, The court must then hold a2 hear-
ings to consider ©he positions of those who caused the arrest or deten-
jon and the detainees or priscners. If the court considers the deten=’
ion illegal o not in accordance with the court judgement, it may
release that person. ‘

Finally, it shovld be noted that such an appeal f or Habeas
Corpus from those arrested and detained under endangering society charges
has been successfully lodged at least twice, On April 23th, 1977, Mr,
Rurn Chitmen was scquitted of the endengering society charges after his
wife had appeal/E9 the Cholburi Court to consider his case again in
accordance with the Decree 90. (See Human Rights in Thailand Report,
July-bugust, 1977) Llater cm, on November 30th, 1977, Mr. Kaew Leekratoke,
an endangering soclety prisoner, Was glso acquitted of the charges by
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: See Muman Rights in Thailapg
ajerima Court after his E.ppa&l- { ; e i
Eipwmiurgpfﬂct. 1977) Therefore, the Nongkhai prosecutor's statement
El ¥ B o oy -

that Decree 90 did not cover those arrested under endangering society
charges dees not sound convincing,

2, Endanpering Society Ex-Detainees Sue for Damares
a) Mrs, Fimpan Puwapen i .
Mrs. Pimpan Pmwapan was arrested in Cet, l‘?.rj under
endangering society charges and was detained for a total of 201 days

without trial, After having been released on May 11th, 1977 she Lrogght
both civil and criminal actions apainst many people who had arrested hep
or caused her arrest, (See Human Rights in Thailand Report, Sep-let,
First, she sued Mr, Kluei Yensamur for having given = fulse
desposition to the authorities,,
Secondly, she sued Sergeant Sawat Nemchena for false i BP0

sition and carrying out his duties irresponsibly, (Serpeant Sauat wes
the one who accused Fimpan for having critisized the "dictatcerial ad.
ministration of the MAECT), The trial hearing of this case will beprin
in June 1978, '

Thirdly, she sued Mr, Sanur Mulasart, the former district
chief of the Central District of Surin Provines (her home-town), Fol
Maj, Trakul Bakpan, Chief of Surin local police station, Pol, Cap,
Banlu Tiensuntorn, Mr, Kluei Yensamur, and Sergeant Sawat Nouchans for
defamation of Charactor and fop carrying out their duties irresponsibly,
The court reject this last plaint for lack of evidence, ' ;
is now appealing the courts decision or this,
brought a cigrlmllff ¥rs. Hmpan and her husband, Mr, Sutee Fus Lpan

S ac bttm against the Interior Ministry under Minister
Samak ME‘TEJJ » Sanur I‘ﬁﬂRSELI‘t., PDl.:‘ﬂhj_ Trakesn Ral an and Fol
EEP- Banly Tiansuntorn for hﬂving in'-':CIITECtlj' carried :}u:.‘..cp::‘l‘ :u:*H;. &
Lo carry out their duties and for giving false evidence I R
plaint Pimpan and hep husband asked for g e

I P L - .
Mra, Fimpan

1

Mr, Suvit Fra
Ass ' yoonsak was expelleg from Kurusapa Trade
nrrzgzsi;.fms P eomng house on November 4th, 1976 hec:f::z PZ ;r been
8ince Dutube;rlzﬁanf‘;‘r?;ng ?Dciety charges and thye ebsent f‘r'ctm -13 :
K ? i d been el S e
auwt apa Trade dssoclation fep having diﬁmiaszzlﬁisec]’ e ?uex? ; t?h £33
PTOper ressons ang for defg R from his work with-

(See Human Rights

Wwork

be on November 14th
t h :mber 14th,
2 € had not ap

F' Dn t i
1, s"he :ﬁc Y of the State

| M, Surin Suan
Thailand, was arresteq mzinéngaiﬁerﬁi sootaty sihe Soctalist Farty of
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Dengkok street, carrying a paper bag full of illegal

s urging the release of the COctober tth political

prisoners h, 1978 he was released from endangering society

charpes but was remanded because another charge of danger to the security
him,

1§

1S Lz LAE
state was filed on
Phe first trial hearing which was supposed to be onh Januery
| 78 vas post { to Februaery 28th. On February 28th, Surin's

?*. 144 not come to the court because he had to defend ancther case
ay, so the trial was postponed to April 28th, 1978, During
Surin chappged his lawyer, therefore the trial of April 28th
to July 1l4th, so as to give time for the new lawyer
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nment Power
Misuse of Governmen
1) A, Reloeation of Villapes

: r inter-
There is a tendencir fﬁlgov::nﬁgtia uiﬂ xgngigﬁﬂizﬂi?i % e
¥ 1 2 F
o' imwgen?{ltzu&;:gatﬁ?needﬂ GE'B& particular militery EEHW}ME
:E;:E:L::; ::rateg:h The urban based mili‘t&rzhmlaﬁévﬁ;:nfeuri'—‘.u‘ﬁI~=_ 'S
do not understand the love a peasant hasr Gzner:tiuns B s ior
ot g A o D R ekl tain hichml self sufficien-
fact that the peasant wants to maintai el
::rm;ﬁi;gf un:cindel:endencg. Even further, because of thefgd-?q?;‘l:&ﬁ 4
ga.l; that exists between officials and peasants, these o c; t: 9¢ ban
assume that "stupld" villagers can easily be dupfd by terror Jti--,n';m
thus consider that the villagers that they cannot control are thei
potential ;Ei;:;m Vietnam to Rhodesia villagers have_!:een_shuttlir}m 2
around at the vill of particular officials » usually be1r_1g fma‘ll ¥ force
to live in socalled "stratepic” hamlets, which are besically ar:::': s
between an open prison (surrounded by barbed wire, and "protec:t-_:u
military forces) and a charity camp (with free handouts to win the 1
hearts of the immates), This policy continues in many countries all
over the world, including Thailand, despite its obvious failure in 3
Vietnam and other places, The failure of the policy is caused by five,
main factors;- .
= The vills
to move or not,
= The place where the village is moved to is not fertile,
and thus the villagers depend on charity, With corruption, and bureau-
eratic inefficiency this charity is rarely available in needed quantities
b Ly several villages are moved to one "strategic®
jamelet on the assumption that ‘big s controllable”, This however tends
bo break up the tradetional village structure, and becanse the strategic
hamlet ia "cont.rullable“, the villagers are less able to determine their

= fficials lock doyn on the vi

= The villages are often too

Because of 1,5, influence on the direction taken on communist
inaurgemy Supression activities in Thailan

villages has been taking place fq

T TANY years noy
hill tribes, whers villagers from pap

£e in the lowlands _ 8.8,
ever since the Oct 6th 1976
oreation of free fipe zones,
has been taking
lead to Very great, suffering
often when villagers dg net
thus return to their
Rights in Tha.iland, Lpril 1977, wh
in Trang Frovinee ig outlined),
The policy of fore
year or so, beg
larly in the §

BerS are never consulted about whether they want

1lagers and mistrust them,
much like prisons,

in Nan Frovinece), How-

cation of villages, the
strategic! hamlets
These policles
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October 1976 Ban Wang Iung Village in Nakorn Sri Thammarat
was ordered closed, and the people moved to the Wet and the cinema in
ban Don Ka, Many wvillagers were forced to join the VDV!s,
dpril 1977 Villagers from villages 4 % 5 in Tambon Nopitam,
Tasala distriect, in Nakorn Sri Thammara] were forced to leave thelr vill-
ages. In order to prevent them from returning,the villages were entirely
burnt except for the schools and the temples,

May 1977 By order of the Second Army Commander (Gen Prem
Tinsulanant) villagers were prohibited from living in or even entering

to certain areas jn gix N.E. provinces. In Korat alone villagers frop
llages in Korn Burl Distriet, and Lerng Sarug subedistrict were
ed to move from their villages.
August 1977 Vast areas in a further seven N.E. provinces
(including parts of 28 districts) were closed, and villages ordered to
ve out, How many villapes and villagers were effected by this order
wc are not clear, This order was made by P.M. Thanin, using his power
under the anti-communist act, and decree 25 of MNARGC,

sep 1977 200 families from villages 1 and 3 of Samnakteaw
Sub-district, Sadaoc-district, Songkla province were ordered out of their
villages by the commander of the fourth army. No assistance was provided

illa C oK
t

for the villagers, and no schools for their children, The villagers
timated that they were loosing 40,000-50,000 Baht per day from not being
to tap their rubber trees, They petitioned the govermment to be able

to return, but with no success.

Dec, 1977 2,500 villagers in Setun in the far South of Thai-
land, were ordercd out of their villages, to be, temporarily housed in the

district town,
Dec, 1977 it least 600 villagers were ordered to leave

‘our villéges in Korat, and move to & new "strategic hamlet" - Mu Baan
Thai Sammaki (Thai Unity Village) (Ses below),
Feb, 1978 The supreme command headquarters anncunced that

4,000 "strategic hamlets" would be rapidly created by the government in
sensitive areas all over the country. Ccnsidering that each hamlet might
have villagers from 2-3 villages, this will cover a very gignifieant
proportion of the 52,000 villages in Thailand (almpst 20%)

fLpril 1978 P.M. Kriengsak announced in a press conference,
that villeges on the Thai-Kampuchea border would be mgrouped into larger
villages and moved back 1-2 kms from the border,

As can be seenfrom the above examples, it is very much the
icy of both the central government, and local military officials to
push out or relocate villagers. whenever and wheraver they think necessary.
Though all theis pushing around of villagers takes place as a part of the
governments communist suppression strategies, there seem to be three
immediate reasons why it takes place:-~
To help strengthen border defences, :
To allow anything that moves in areas where communist terrcrists

—

are active, t o be shot, ] :
- To prevent the spread of commmnist influence.
A description of one relocation might help our readers to under-
nd the inhumanity with which such forced moves takeplace, and the suff-
ng caused to villagers, i : ;
On 25th December more than 600 villagers from four villages in
Korat (MoonLong, Moon Sam Ngam, Khay Ta lai, and Khay Ta Dum nl]__agas}
were informed by officials that they would have to leave their villages,

J'l'
Lol
ri

S
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Lo from Korat
it Vlll&EE, EG ]cms. 0 e a & T
ove to a strategic hamlet mnggh Eecember. The villagers we:
S8 hai Distriet) on ot to attract the
in Pak Thongehai move S0 85 no
City in re for the
oply given three days to Eﬂpﬂ T -
' mmunists, . mainly maize)
e ;ﬁetﬁﬁ:gﬂrs were forced to leave th;;;czéosg Yeave Tortil,
tanding in the fields unharvested, ThEF_gg.;s sandy plain that noone
. tered forest land, for a drought ridc poor, They were forced
' bothered to cultivate, the land being so p vin their land)
ﬁd]_::i: behind years of inveatmen:i{buyi:gt ;.an;ir i;lgr::o 15:@-1 e
“;E on = iy B wron
SHh Sagide “hamh:g Eﬂegom and cul%ivate& for at _least 10 rﬂ*“l,,nzc ]
TR MR N and do not have title deeds, since everyone Ko
(most peasants in Thail £ the nove vealthy villagers
f land belengs to). Scme o o s B S
who each piecelo t 60,000-100,000 baht in the move, They were forced
i1dra to
Eiaﬂvzaaﬁvzf :a placl; where ihera was & school for fihei: cl;i;ru;}t?lrf'
; = forced to move frem a place where
one where there is none, Thye were : r 8ix months) to one
it at 50% interest for six mo -
thoy could obtain credit (albe B sourity.
| they had no land as se s
where eredit wes no longer possible as . ; et
le their houses and rebuild them agai witl
ﬁ:agegar?ei::;zdi:%gi;ﬁ; Eransportation} from the government, 4? 5
a finag stray, in the new village each household was asked to provide cne
mile to be trained &s & Village Defence Volunteer (Vov), et
This move tock place not because of_an:,rthing that the vzi ‘-r["L
had done, tut merely because their original villages were s%tmtt{i .:_J_h
camnuniet infested area, Acnnrding to the villagers_comnmnl?tz Lat‘t Jo
frequently visit them, and talk and Joke with them 1like Trﬂl"dlﬂ:’ll":}". I,Hh .
They were not harassed or taxed by the communists, and only cne 4:.11?1:
wns ever killed by the comminists "he wag a messenger for the cr::-_rmjmﬁ:;
and probably double crossed them", During the past year the pI“G].IIL.:.T.S“';-:}
the villagers had been increasing, because the Border Patrol Police (BI F
came throvgh the villages from tins totime to fight the commmists , -:.'hlch h
mide the people afraid, because the BFP. wanted the support of the villagers,
but never stayed for long to provide the protection this support would
orceasitate. The villagers did mot have complaints about the tehaviour of

well when in their villages,

e Ng a miserable existence in
the new village, which is infertile and dr

¥ (very effecteq by the present
drought), They have constructed shacks, but there &re no trees to provide

the necessary shade, They have not yet been allocateqd land to cultivate,
and are not sure that anything wily €row 'on theland in any case, They
claim only to receive 3 litres of rige per fortnight per family which is
clearly insufficient, They are forced tq train as YDVs ¢, defend some-
thing which they do not understand, ang which has only brought them suffer—
ing. And finally a1 efforts of any mgeoan officials involved in the
MoV y  who want 1o Provide much greater assistance
win the hearts of tps people” are hamperdg by bure
A1l in all t he villagers only want tg mg
villages, ang i¢ this is net Possible, try to go to 14

anywhere else GXeept in "stratepic hamlets" gyeh
unity),

E N
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1t, for they realise that their only wey out is to be friendly
wniste andgovernment military alike, (for both sides "are Thais"),
then are thev able to live their lives in peace, Unfortunately
e government cannot accept this peasant wisdom, but want everyone to
in their violent struggle against their enemies;

The suffering already caused by village relocation is already
mens If the governments goes ahead with its plan to create 4,000
.uch Mstrategic" villages, it ‘will succeed in alienating a very large
rent of the whole population, Lets hope that peasant wisdom and
ity will prevail of over the military strategies of urban based,

trained officials,

1+
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B) Cther Misuses of Government r
1. Murder of VMr, Samien %IE%M@M
On February 10 th, 1978,, at 10 p.m,, while Mz, Samien Klaipol
aped 21, and Mr, Ko Chiemsat, aged 35, two workers of Thal Seree Mill
at Moo 1» Tambol Klongklung, Klongklung Distick,, Kampaengpet Province
wore welking the 1 lam, from their home to the factory, ,they saw staff

seant Churng Chomdej standing beside his motorcycle, . The policeman

told them to push his motoreyecle to t
1km, from the place, , 1
werehurrying to got
somawhat drunk at the time ) shot fift
fiied away.
L passerby brought the po
both severely injured,, and Mr, Sami
Staff Sergest Churng Chomde]
bail.  Later, on March 1 st, 1975,
appealed to Fol. Maj, .
there would be injustices:

=z
i &

or

The two workergrefused to do so,

Gen, Sa- ngua
or irregularities in the prosecution of the case,

hepetrcl station which was about

, saylng that they

towork in time, . Sudlenly, , that policeman ( who was

cen shot at the twe with his gun

workersto the hospital, They were

gn died the next merning

was arrested but was released on
tha brother of Mr, Ko Chiemsant
n Klongchai as he feared that

d of murder should so rapidly

It is indeed strange that someone accuseé
be released on bail just because he is & policemnn,

Sanaa. Rungrurngwong in jedl
d on April 24 th 1978 under

the charge of edangering
lice station and later was

he died in jail, . The
committed suicide by

..
I
M,

« Murder of
Mr, Ganne RUNEIUTagWOng Wes AIT@sGe
the charge of being a drug; peddler and also
sociecty He was deteined at Bang- yi- kan po
moved to Bangplad police statiom, . Om lMay 6 thy
pclicemen made an autopsy and reported that he nad

henging himself,

2

However when his relatives saw Sanae's dead hfﬂ?,

they felt that he had not died of hanging, because his body was brulsed
all over,, and at his neck there wzs no mark of rope,. The relatives
also found in Bi& -ocket & letter written by the dead mam,

Sanae said in this letter that om Aprdl 29 th,, 1978 at 2 am,
the jeil guard was drunk and hail fallem asleep, forgetting to lock the
call therefore Sanae fled cut: from the leil, He had not gone very far
when the policemen cought: him again = He was severely tortured twice and
was moved from Bang-yi-kan to Bamgplad police station..

His relative there petiticned to many newspaper for justice, .
as they felt that Sanae hed not committed suicide as appeared in the police
report, but had died of torture and mistreatment,
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3. mew ' : J g
Lpril 9 th , 1978 , while Mr . Anan Chelmmkitwntena,, | 1 student

of Rapid ResultsCollege in England,, who had returned on holidey to vieit |

his family) was travelling by a mini-bus in the Central District of Chi

mai, & policéman froced the bus to stop-and dragged him out, pressing o gun

£ }’Hs‘”ﬁé‘&d,‘ “pishing hin down o tﬁjn%ﬁiﬁ galling.gther poligemen t

kick end hit him, That poffcémdd alss s head with the gun until it

bled, 4 lot of people gathered around but nobody dared to help him,

After that Avan went to the policestation to camplain about th
incident, but a sergeant there threatened that he would be detained if ne
lodged an officisl complaint about that iheident, Therefore he lofit th o
policestation, still not ‘knowing why he had been trestéd like that,

Later, he informed & police lieutnant about the incident, but |
nothing has been done either to explain why he was beaten up, or to punnish
the policcmen involved, .

4o Quarrel between soldiers and village defence voluntecrs causad

7 daaths

On Jamuary 31st, 1978, at 1o pm., a group of soldiers had =
quarrel with a group of village difence volunteers at a villape fair at M,
6, Tambon La-e¢i, Chawang District, Nakornsrithammarat Province, becausc they
wented to dance with the same hircd partness, = Their quarrel lérj to a fighting
and shooting, Both Bides used M, 16 and pistols. The fighting ended with
the death of 7 pecple; most of them are comron villagers, By ner
were injured, 7 of whom were severely injured, g

i |

nieng-

L -
Wl il

Thirty persons
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Detention Centres, Arrests, and ‘Releasas
1. Detention Centres
CGRS visits all political priscners detained in Bangkok prisons
on & regular basis, Since it is felt that very little is known about the
onditions of these prisoners '(except perhaps of the Bangkok 19,which
en, in terms of detention conditions, be cthsidered as fortunate
nyictims")., OGRS plans to publish & book on the 1life of political
prisoners inside prison, However we feel that it might be interesting
for our readers to have a brief general idea of what conditicns are
like for the political prisoners held in Bangkok. Nevertheless it
should be noted that bad as these conditicns are, they are very much
better than those in many up-country jails,
¢ should also be emphasised that most of theprisoners visited
are still in ths process of ‘being tried (such as the Bangkok 19, Udcm
Fka Krong's group, Svpep Pasa-ongs group), and as unconvicted prisoners
reny 'rights!, and are supposed to he allowed to wear their own
thes, have any food brought into'the jail, have unlimited access to
lepally printed meterials, have visits from their relatives at anytime
during official hours, and never be put in chains, as if they were
already convicted.
is can be seen frem the following story, prisonmers unconvicted
therwise do not have these rights, -
The Life of & Political Prisoner
In the hot season, like the one we are experiencing now, where

2)

0O 0O 0

temperatures rise as far as 38°¢ people complain loudly that the weather
makes one sweat profusely., They become run down and are generally not
in good spirits, The situation seems particularly unbearable when one
is caught in heavy traffic and unable to move around easily, Many people

lenl with the situation by fleeing to cooler up=-couniry provinces to rest,
Others, unable to join in the exodus for one reason or ancther, do the
best they can to find some relief given their limitations, But, thee is
¢ group of people confronting a situation much worse then any of those
referred to above, For these people there is no respite from the suffer-
ing heat, For these people their only option is to endure,...

In a 24 hour day these people are &llowed outside the confines
of their querters for only eight hours, and, then, they are restricted
to a clearly defined area, (The situation of prisoners scheduled for
excoution is even worse since they are only allowed to leave their cells
to wash their clothes for half an hour each morning,) For normal prisoners
during the remaining 16 hours —=- the time seems so very long and the
spirit suffers so very much during the wait--they must cope with the tepid,
stifling conditions of their overcrowded cells, .The situation is '
I;:'-.r-trimigrly intolerable in the Special Prison/ kok where the cells are
poorly ventilated and the space clearly inadequate for the thousands of
priscners held there, Here, the prisoners must sleep in tightly packed
rows on the floor. One can not turn over without bumping into someone else,
The pure numbers coupled with the lack of ventillation increases manyfold
the heat's oppressiveness, Such conditions wreak havoc with the inmates'
health, In prison, then, pecple do not talk about petting cut to the
seashore or to some waterfall in the foothills to enjoy the air, Here,
the hope is simply to get out of the cell to feel the breeze against cne's
face and look et the moon and the stars. But, this hope, too, is denied
as the following passgae from & prisoner's letter to a friend indicates.
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n,...Have you ever thought ui:;t. it m?::lds!]:; %;1;‘331{ G:";-u:fr--':
to see the stars in the evell B .C: long:

E:agnt!-l::eg::iﬁ think that person would feel? heu’hii::;:i such ~'-1_T__~:-':1:.~J-'-T“-.
¥e and the others here,... we're never able to see suct . ngs. o
day around 4 or 5 in the afternoon we are herded back into Dufhc?—_‘:' 1
so many cattle and water buffalo, They clank the heavy dDG; fiBut ‘on'vs
in that cramped cell and we remain in the dark, heavy aj:r t. e wh i e
Only at dawn is the door opened, « MW svldke this every day., Thfm 8 never *
a change. So, those of us here never have a chance td.] see the sta
times, though, with a 1little luck we might c&?ch & glimpse of the -‘h n
through the bars of the small-windewighwupin the-aeil, ~But t;hih hAppens
cnly on certain nights when the moon takes a particular path, }-.r,r:zt often,
we see nothing, Because I have this burning desire tc feel the wind against
my face, I often stand on top of the toilet and streteh my body up to the
bars in the window, Then, I extend my arm out the window as far as possible
and try to scoop the soft breeze to my face,..aah....it cools my heart,,,"

=] Ty
lh—-r--Fq LD -

For people in jail the ultimate wish is to get out beyond the walls
+++10 go places and do things freely like those on the outside, But, since
this is not possible, they come to hope only to know what is happening on the
outcide. In this way they can have some connection with the freedom they

v
have been denied, It helpes them to know that they have not been removed

from life altogether, Visits frem relatives, friends, and individuals

intérested in their plight are, therefore s anticipated with 1ively enthusiasm.

But even this small pleasure is severely limited., At the Special Prison of ‘
Bangkok, for example, visits Aare restricted to 10 minutes (even for uncenvieted
prisoners) and each PETSOR can receive only one visitor on the desipmated

day. If & second relstive or friemd should happen to show up, the priscner

Will be denied parmission to receive him, When a prisoner at the Special

Prison of Bangkek receives his visitor in the room set aside for such

purposes, he must sit on o long bench set next to the bars, He sits in =

row, among the other Frisoners receivin their visif . % el ‘
soner and his visitor there is a tripleglayer of si;::iing?ﬂtgzgsn EE;J Eri,
general noisy atmosphere makes it very diffieult to hear anythinf?.k*If any- |
ﬂf{:' ;n ﬂ;;l;r bo hear better standg up to press his face against ﬁthﬁ BoTe ol
us‘g,dif‘i‘:mntb: warned immediately by the guards to sit down, The latter |
handed and harslicmﬂizzist;'gznggﬁ}ggiEI?gninEé $OMe, are quite heavy-
iﬂcner 1 '. ¥} od . i epends on the guard, If g
ﬁttan it EET“'E-;EE%EEEE ::uzfl:nlaf his shirt, the guard will order him to |

intense heat
it 1s important o 100k neat,  Thoriy. Loqb causes one

little things 1ike that .
ey hf.wa, the attitude :_rf EEE: with regard to those fey rights prisoners
when the pris

do not Tread

reduced even moye

8. This is often done
the details of thzuczzﬁgsgzio?;?chlftii:iﬁentham i
o e i 9F are enfringeq upon, if not tzta?i‘wal.{:re— ;
the. ottt k the baste mrel, Clesr. There 1o

" Prevalling viey is thay 4y 44 nstcn:g:i:;;nii i

&
ct
0
-3
[i4]
fo ¥
)
=
(i)
=
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living conditicns and health of priscners. Quite ,
as if the authorities have forgotten that the prisoners - |
beings who have needs with respeet to food and health | 1
in any considerable degree to those of the authorities
© us on the outside, except, perhaps, the really poor
at the sight of the food served in prisons.
not let any of it touch our 1lips, Feor example, there
with salted fish that smells as though it is spoiled.
served, it ls rather difficult to locate the meat, Thee
=d curry sauce however, When one does manage tc find
it is difficult to believe the tough substance one is
:at, Perhaps that's why the prisoners eall it "rubber ’ 1|
whose cwners treat them well certainly eat meat that is ' '
ns, then, the |

I-v-
h |
i

o

er than that fed to the T;']_E oners. For these reas

f ¥ is brought by visitors becomes an important r:ler".e‘;nt in the diet of
t But even in this respect, there are many restrictions govern-
1 can not be brought in. Thx—.e restr r::thr-.s ssem to have
111 tification e ept Lo s 1(. ta tha ¢u'fE"‘1n.e of “the ’:JI' 1SOIET'S & For I
exampl the NarrmisWbatanB*inoBenter (lad Yao), the restrictions include : |
bananas, fish sauce, chili peppers, sugar, sticky rice, stuffed foods and a '
h At the Special Prison of Eang;!cck the restrictions are
E aions I have seen a truck load of vegetables being
t ""'-ch time these trucks are carrying the same
Kwan and stale one might think they were t e boiled
and f .Alqu.n is snother priscon staple, h foods ©o
1ittl of the inmates. With such & diet :
Livin ail, prisoners vhose resistence
£ liseases, The situation is pr'__-t..
their. young in the ;}ﬂnls In pener 1
ficult time fending for hPI.“*L,l'L.J ia -
1 ¢hild t-lﬁ_:_-iy care the Situ&tian becomes even WoTs f
chanos these children will receive the foods needed to syj l:ﬂ '"Hnt _ |
o, from their mothers m:_i even canned milk is often refused entry. | 0 i
' i n who have not yet built up natural immuities to - |

f‘l fficult time, H::urr* orer, when a child gets sick, '|-
. 3 it tn the prison doctor if the guards do uot

very seriou How Jhaqe guerds can be allowed to make II
PPicult to i =1J srstan + 43 nobt d@ifficvlt to understand, .

gven if she may hu a priscner, would i‘e-e;_ in & .Jltuntian i
turn to for helj p o |
3 gver the jails themselves is maintained 4T
- aken to court, :'LL"?‘.'"'. armed gmards, ths prisoners are [1§]

evf e
Culled

vicious animal would be E.:‘-::
yet been found guilty of any crire

ayy they have difficulty walking, A . |11
r-, but these are neople who have not ‘

d bound in shackles ac

tad no wo

; Control also to the realm of ideas, Taere are regulations L
which prevent prisc from receiving daily newspaners .'1'.‘.(1. li.f'-.L-czll'z:',ngl: to \
adio broadeasts, Sone r::‘,ﬂ-‘ allow o T‘?:““' i _fr_;.'.‘&r 1:11&.:.-:.*Juuver‘ ] -__\
except, on occasion, sextbooles which may be permitted after special Considera- -

tion, : .
ra which is described abhove represents ser-

The treatment of prisone

=

ious physical and spiritval deprivetion. For & priscner the prosp oets are
only physical end spir 1LJ.1 deterioration, 3 I
Phe treatment of prisonere described &ibove duriip the years

ﬂ‘f th&”" dﬁ,hbntlon, 'l-'J.thL.-. nu.l‘ll'l t 'l:.-;l ,T-.’ Uan 'I-rllf P\..u- -L-F"'".-
whilet waiting for the result of their appeal, or oOn convi
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; EI']']'] lEEI'E. to ph!Ei: 1 ﬂEbEIiCIabi on B'Ild mulal de[}! ESSiGH. Gf-,.-l,_;_l
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i 1 e p;l‘ ﬂde ‘tth Wltlh thEiI‘ Clnl}' ra}" (] hl::lr)e uring
the qiﬂibﬂ fI'DHI. 2 ts dB ¥ f ,]

the long years of their incarceration,

2) rinz Soeiety — The Use of Decree 22 of MARC By the Governor

m%%le are not aware that after the overthrow of the Thanin

r in force
Government on Oct, 20th 1977, all the decrees of HMmt‘ sm&inﬁdn}1:n-:er‘_::‘
luding decree 22, which allowed people to be arrested as "endangerin
énciut- ﬂgwit.hn\lt sp;cifiﬁ charges, to be detained for 30 days in ?..',}I.u firgt
i:c::t:nge and then for 60 days renewable /“infinitum in four 513'3‘0151}\""-’ Ca-
tional training centres" (Ayudhya, Korat, Songkhla, and Fhilsanalok),
Those arrested theoretically have no legal rights, and are normal e SR
way invelved in the considerations for their release, Though :cha ma JL,I?t}F
of the 8,000 people who have been arrested under decree 22 have nob E,EH"
arrcgted for political reasoms, Their arregt and detention still involves
a gross infringement of their basic human rights, shiy
After the original burst of arrests in October-December 1576,
in most parts of the country only a few people (of the order of 150 people
per month) have been arrested under this charge, and as releases mta ‘::-u,-::n
taking place every sixty days, the numbers Still in detention have fallen
to less than 1000 people, (0Officially 532 only)
There is one exception however to this general pattern, and that
is in Nong Khai (in the North East of the country of the Laotian bLorder 3
where the provincial governor has been using decree 22 of NMARC almost as
& perscnal toy, which allows him to arrest whoever he wants to, whenever
he wents to, He finds it the most convenient way of dealing with people
he does not like, as, with decree 22 he does not have to bother about,
finding any evidence, In our next report (May-June 1978) we intend to
nave an in-depth study of the Governor of Nong Khai's misuse of decree 22,
and perhaps will try to use the evidence collected in a campaign to ammul
this deeree, However we will provide cur readers with some examples of
the extent to which the governor has been using (or misusing) decres 22 to
arrest whoever he wants to as "endangering society":- g
= Nov, 1977 He personally led a midnight raiding party of 700
pelice, village scouts, and village defence volunteers to the largest
refugee camp for Laotians in Thailand, and arrested 32 refugees as

"endangering society", Two weeks later he led the
night raid on twe villages a

BEmé group on & mid-

iRy nd arrested a further 8 people on the same
= March 20th 1978 There was

4 protest of villages, who w
being forced to J.F_mve their village, The governor ordert-:-g tfxewagr;:ieof
4y of the pr:testmg villagers as "endanpgering socletyh
= hpril 16th 1978 During the Songkran (Thai New Year) festivitiss

the governor ordereq the arrest of
&8 "endangering society", * of 181 villagers who vere playing cards,

= April 29n4 The povernor
s _ ordered the arrest of eople
st Gl T e o 7 e
of robbing a lactian rﬁfugez.mmem’ 5% St iiioaeere, suspented
The above casea d
in Nong Khai undey
where large groups

© not include all arrests that
decree 22 over the l2at few month have taken place

8y but only the es
of people have Eﬁan arrested at une’tinm ,Dzng{ ;:Essﬁiges
em, 88 thi . :
the need for avidanc:a. At ti:ii‘;m SeAF dnde flnats

30 d ¥ least it allows people
are officially placed. &¥8, &8 opposed to the normal 7 days, before chzrggi




Fortunately the power of the governor is being challenged by
four people, arrested for a second time under decree 22, Details are
included in the first part of the report.

3) Arrests and Releases
ses: Endangering Society Charges
On May 5th, 1976, Thawee Chusap, Director General of the Correc-
tions Department said that there were 532 endangering society charged
detainees still held, but he did not know how many would be released,
for 15 out of the 22 in Bangkok, (which would be the ninth release.)
ition to those 532 there are probably another 300 being detained in
poli¢e stations all over the country.
However, it scems that the official statistics about endangering
i .rs are always unreliable, On the 8th release on March 7th,
2 the Corrections Department declared that after the release there were
600 still in detention, However, it seems Very unusual that ovéer 160
-ndangering society prisoners In ve been "secretly released", (For usually,
people are secretly arrested and publicly released), Where
oy the Corrections Department has underestimated
rg, we do no know exactly.,

0

= .
Ui ]

clie ;-1'i.\ru-:
“"Ir.l' y L y P .,

3/3/78 A joint military and Border Patrol Police unit launched 2 raid
en "Kao Soon", capturing tw elatives of & notorious commnist leader
along with an assortment of weapons, Captured were Darb and Scmboon
Chonechit who, officiels said, were close relatives of Chit Chongehit
who was on the government's 'most wanted" 1list,

~0/3/78 Mr, Tawee Yindipot (37), a taxi driver, was arrested in Bang-
ok for distributing leaflets attacking government and charged with

ine riot in the country and with endangering society, He is now

ned at the Central Frison of Aydthya Provinee,

0/3/7 44 villapers of Ban Kokwan, Certral District, Nongkhai were
arrested for trespassing and endangering society charges. Before the
arrest, 300 villagers had petitioned to the Governor of Nongkhai Mr.
Charnan Potehna for the owmership of 1,077 Rai land, where the villagers
had lived for over 5 years, The pgovernor refused, eaying that the land
was a reserved forrest, There followed some argument and finally the
governor ordered the arrest of the villagers.

4 communist suspects were arrested in Bangkok. Policemen first
wo persons for producing false 5 baht coins, and on searching
suspect!s home, they found a lot of "communist books and docu-
menta" and so arrested another four persons staying there, The four
persons, identified as Miss. Srisamorn ‘uenboonwong, Mr, Sutep Chotampai,
Mr, Pa-yao Apaiwong and Mr, Montri Unrat, were charged with communist

of fences and at present are detained at Bangkhen Temporary Priscn.,

One of the detainees, Miss. Srisamorn, & graduate teacher, told
us that while she was detained at Banp-yi-ruer police station, a policeman
tel and told her that if she slept with him, he would help
saw a police officer who was his

i
-

tock her to a ho
her with the case, But at the hotel, he
own boss, so he drove her hack to the jails _

4/4/78 Talok Jator, aged 20, was arrested in Central District of Yala

Province as a communist sympathiser,
5 /4/78  Tho Tran Van, a Vietnamese and & salesman for Universal Electric

Company, was arrested in Central District of Khankaen Province for giving
supplies to commnist puerrillas operating in Udom, Loci and Khonkaen,

During the interrogation Tho Tran Van admitted that he had provided supplies,
' ce times a week for two

mainly food and medieine, to the communists thr
consecutive yeers without being caught.




|

- 32 -

Ban Fasak waa arrested {n Th

Diks a villager of _ oe ol
y_‘%ﬂt uIS'aHangkhy:Iil’for possession of illepel i:lrifr Fz - :;:,C
gizdit Mekehai , 'escaped before police raided 8a's house, Folice

o] 1oy it | =
uncovered six US. - made carbines and ammunition in the suspectis

d in from Lacs,
lieved the arms were smuggle A s LSRR
ThEF be Police c]" Eaﬂ Sﬂ- N'J.th mgllnlf_' arms to aid o EIMUNI ST
in the Northeast.

1978 with 19,239 pieces of processed wood, :
16/4/78 161 eard players were arrested for éndangering society
Farkard, Phon Pidai District, Nongkhai,

£

Home Homsombat, aged 26, a communist insurgent was

in Bungkern District in Nongkhai Province, Home yms

Nengebarn in Tambon Chenpooporn which is e comunist infested ar

had joined the communist guerrillas on Pu Sing mountain last year,
Suban Hathiyu, aged 23, was arrested in Central District

Nakornsrithammarat Province with communis

2 Bao

complice,

said they
house,

i tlsurge]jts

ls reports disclosed that 574 Suddl?iat and 9 .-::'I}"'T"'E. g i P
%&Eﬁaﬂﬂ giié:‘fiia wérg killed in communist supression activities during
UL Ig‘igm?z}bﬁnister Kriengsek Chemanan invoked the power ir.'l.fu:ted
in him by brticle 27 of the interim Ct_::nstitutiun_fc;r the :J.:'" r : .-.-.eFta
summarily sentence three persons to fwa-—;.rea:r's 1mp1_*i:3-._;r:..ul-. b each, after
finding them guilty of log poaching, The Prime Minister als .1-9_.:.1
the confiscation of 19,239 pieces of lumber and some 13 1te s of equip-
ment used in wood processing, PM, Eriengsak announced that the three,
identified as Mr, Prachak Ponglekhanon, Mr, Kovit Sarcemitr :_.‘.":
. Beklee Sae-ung, had Jointly operated a saw mill at Tambon Tha ! -.-__-:'L;u.d
in Mae Sot Distriet of Tek Province and were arrested on February 20th,

at Tambon

originally from Ban

5 arrested
- A Fe

: t documents, He is originally
rom Chavang District of the same provines,
2174/ Son Faisong (40), a comminist insurgeant, give himself up to
Bung Kau District of  Nonpkhai ,

£ IS0C officials, ¥DVs, lactian and others (22 in a11) were
arrested for endangering Society for robbing a refugee,
el tIE.'r Filcitnﬂmasa refugees fleeing frop Vietnamese refupee camps in
' B.E. to work in Konkhaen Frovince were ar t ne of them, Mrs, Wee
Famati (45) had £leq frop B s o, S b,

the camp in Sake] Nakorn, and the other nine

were from the Camp in Udorn, The were fined ~f Py
sent back to the camps, ¥ ¥OFe Sned of 500 vaht end

Police hag expected to arre
& woman ridin: g motoreycle, had gore throug

®8 8bout the arrest, Theref
themselyes before the police cma.ﬂremostgf

hn unidentifricg

Wk

insurpe =
5an Mang Digtri o, in Seko Feant was arresteq in nan Huay Mak

1 Nakorn g -
0ffieinl reports g S ten

WeTre arrested apg

23/4/78

30 minute clash,
communi st s

isclosed that during &
5 Surrendered,

gh the toun to tell the
thefleeing refugees b

aTe :11

st more People, but before the arrest,

fleeinh
ad hid

Bia,
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3} Report from Up=Country
1) TReport from the South
a) E‘he__-:_-ﬁn.lticn of political prisoners detained in the south
Thailand
! Arrests Qf-?ea;:nle suspecteéd of being communists or
of supporting the dommndsts in the jungle sometimes take place without
any apparent evidence although, it should be added,the number of arrests

Generally,the police at first hold suspects ocn two

- beingz a communist and
-  encangering society (decree 22 of NARC)

The meximum punishment on the first charge is impri-
somment for life or execution, whilst the second allows people to be
detained indifinitely, '

Detainees are not investigated before being accused
and therefore the cause of arrest may simply be for perscnal reasons,

such a5 TIrevenge
i Police have the right to hold detainees on the comm-
charce for 30 days on the authority of investigating officials
an also request the Director Ceneral of Police to allow them
n to hold Jetainees for a further 180 days., The investigating
can then malte ‘further requests to the military court to hold
ineces for three further pericds each of 90 days
This means that the detainee may be held at the pcl-
iee statior under investigation for 210 days and imprisoned at the
Halkorn Srithammarat Maximum Security Prison (in the South there is only
a military court in Nakorn Sri Thammarat) for 270 days making a total
of LB0 days. Most Cetainees are freed with all chargesbeing dropped
after being held for 48O days because of insufficient auidence, It
seems quite wrong that people can be héld in Jail for 480 days without
there being only real swvidence,
b) The situation in the Jail at Na-Sanp FPolice Station
X 5th political and common prisoners are held in the
same cell, which is 9/6 metres with a bathroom and toilets The nuiber
of prisoners changes,sometimes there are as many &g 2l, sometimes
ag few as 19 since priscners held on eriminal charges are either bailed
out or sent to court within 7 days A
On}y necessities are allowed in the cell; food given
by relatives is not allowed,
Food There are iwo meals a day,breakfast and dinner. The priscner
Teeeives 3 baht (15 cents) for each meale This is not sufficient so
priscners are allowed to buy thelr oun food. However,prisoners without
money have to survive on the two meals at 3 baht each
Visiting Visiting times are 8,00-9,00 in the morning and 4«00-5,00
in the afternocn. Visitors have to wait in front of the police station
and stand about 8-9 metres from the cells
During visiting time the visitors and their prisoners
have to shoub Lo cach other since they are 8-9 metres apart,while
" everyone else is doing the same. The police always annoy or threaten
those who come to visit the political prisoners in order to make them
afraid so that thoy won't come againe Thus most political prismners

rarely have visitors.




ew prisoners are t 1tened Dy those alr:ear:y in
custody to give them any mcney or valuables_thay have on E.:-e:-.._ If
the new prisoner doesn't hand thessover he is beaten up: the police
don' intervene while this is cceurring, _

When Chaiwat Yaowapongsiri wasarrested the police
told a prisoner who was teing held for as mdangerir_:g society t-:. .Etﬂl
Chaiwat's money because they wanted to intimidate him, Hm-:r:-.ru_-r,_nl,-z.l-_-
priscner refused to do this and instead came to Chaiwat and told him
what he had been asked to do,

Sometimes,if for some reason the police are not
satisfied with a particular prisoner,they will take him out of the cell
and beat him up This occurs to priscners held on either political or
criminal charges
d) The general situation in Nalkorn Sri Thammaraj Maxi mum

Security prison
!l'Ea pﬁaﬁ is crowded and political priscners are

held in the same cells as ¢d on criminal charpes, Conditi ons
in the prison are bad, ¥atep is not sufficient and & dirty. A prisoie
ner is only allowed to wash for three minutes each day, A¥though
in the jail(unlike at the Police station) there ig sufficient food
(8 baht eq. L0 cents per day) it is of poor quality, since the good
food is taken by the puards or by powerful prisoners,
Mecdical assistance is poor. There is only one nurse

who is not interested in the prisecners

' | Because the prison is so crowded the priscners have
to slaeg_: together, with SCarezly enoush space +g turn overi There is
a joke in the nrisen that when you 60 to the toilet in the night your
sleeping place has Cisappeareq by the time you come back, ?

' SRl

: oners, and sometir nrisa
are punishes thEi_ng whipped, 1 ometimes prisconers

Anoredaes 1 Most prisong ip Thailand are like this which only
Pressure on theg .
may be innocent, ® W are arrested,even though they

&) Some details op people bging

are in the police stat on

I held in Bap Na=Sarn Police Station
Ban Bn charcen (35 ars old
?ﬁﬂstea on 11? 'FIE':? 1977 afl Muai =Mud ket , Amph
Na ] 3 3 : mar sdmphner
mfﬁ'ﬂ;gfzgﬂm Province, pe Was in possession of medicine and

= Bringing medicine into g cont
bn i, d rolled area without

= Being a commumist
- Lndangering society

£%.4 : M, Securityprison in Nekornsritha-
Mmarat,where he yagq tried in the py Ltary eourt,,md was sentenc:::'ld




ALY, o

Presit Doonraksa (23 -ears old)

Arresiec or October,1977 accused of:

- Jein a commnist

- Attempting to kill rovernment officials

- Endan-ering society

Frasit and two friends sew soldiers enter Ban Knanem
en; ns & part of a supression campaim, and so they ran away. The
soldeirs fired at them and Prasit was hit. His two friends cscaped.
The soldiers found one 8 mm bullet in him,

He will be held at Ban Na=Sarn Police Station for
120 days, until 13 May,1978 when he will be sent to Nakornsrithammare]
maximuim security priscn.

f)Torture and disappearance after arrest

Police and soldiers fighting against puerrillas may
be extremely ansry because their friends have been injured or killed
in the fightinr. They moy thus seek revenge on those whom they capture
cither by beating them up, or by torturing or killing them.

Senior district officials sympathize with the police-
men and soldiers, but the beating up, torturing, or killing of prisoners
only cccurs in scme arens, such as in Amplar Phipoon where the amphur
heat and his assistant have a poicy of using viclence. They have
tortured and killed prisoners, for example they killed three Budchist
monks in 1977,and a2 villager named Nai Dams A soldier of the Eighth
Coordinating Centre said that Nai Dam, a villager from Ampher Phipoon,
came out of the junpgle by himself to surrender to govemment officials,
and was killed after one month. This isdafinitely against zovernment
policy which encourares commnists to surrencer, anc thus the case
is now being investipnted by officidls. The result of thls invest-
ipation are not yet available.

When the army tells villagers that they must leave
a certain area because of mititary operations, some villagefs refuse
to leave becausc their livelyhood depends on the working in the area,
for example by rubber tapping, or by working in mines. As 2 result
if they are found by the soldiers they are accused 8f being communists,
and may be killed unless they can e@cape.

The soldiers fighting against the guerrillas don't
undrrstand the language,cultiare or traditions in the villages in southem
Thailand, since they come from the céntral and other parts of the country
where the language,culture and tracitions are different. When the
villagers can't answer the soldiers' questions,or answer them in their
own language,they sre threatened, Sometimes,after capture,villagers
are simply killed. A soldier stated that at the beginning of 1977 sold-
iers based in Petchaburi in the central part of Thailand were sent. to
carry out operaticns in Ampher Na=-Sam and Ampher Vieng-ga in Surrati-
hani Province. They killed a large number of billagers before being
sent bzek to Petchaburi where the Commander of the Fourth Army heard

what was happening.

From official statistics,howerer,the ratio of deaths
from the fighting appears to be cne guerrilla for every iwe gsoldiers
and three villagers. This means that it is the villagers who are suffer-
ing most as a consequence of the fighting, more than the soldiers,
and much more than the commnists who areskilled at melting into the

Jungle.
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2, BReport from the Horth-East

_— o s les iy r,*.-'r*'j_.:.
Korat: Situstion of Thais of Vietnamese Origin at Ladbuakau Detention
o __;"‘__-‘_

ﬂiﬂﬁhe present time there are 56 dctain?eaﬁin LtE h:ﬂ_
tion centre in Korat amongst who are 34 men ard 2.a.‘+ ;.ﬂ_f;n nc L is
pregnant), There are also 7-8 children following b ~t-F*M-‘ Iﬂ.t
detained in the center, Mr, Buttipong Dang-_-uan, _ar-:_s. L-\. over ox 1 g *
6th incident at Thammesat University was bailed out on April 25th, (inspite
of the fact that his name had been on the release list), £

On Lpril 12th, 1978, two persons were _senﬁ tc-‘_thr.- Jatention cen-
ter, one of whom was a 17 year-nld girl named :ha.ng_'_ o Nang 1s E':':Etj g
girl, though absent-minded and very quiet, Before zeim_':-l?':u..- L nd sent,
to Lad Buakau, she had once been arrestcd because B'hi.;‘ had gone out f her
restricted area of residence without permission, Being very poor, she

and her family could not afford the fine (US § 25) and consequent ly she
was detained at the immigration center at Nekorn Panom Frovince, (r

day a proup of card-players were arrested and sent to the center; ne man
in the group learnt about her problem and offered to pay the :‘_‘E:;- . Finally,
Bang's fine was paid by that men, who sold hepr to 8 brothel, Since ".j-_-,-n‘
she became absent-minded, She alsc contacted syphilis, She was arrested

again from the brothel and yas sent to Lad Buakay Detention Centre, Th
only property she had was the clothes she was wearing and 10 baht,

Lt Iad Buakau she has been suffering from Syphilis, She is s )
weak that she cannet CArry any hcavy thing because it hurts her bon
Other detainees have to cock for her and take care of her, They have also
denated 300 baht and asked the official to buy injections for her
it takes such a long time before she can ret permission tc
the hospital, as the officials have to agk for & permission from the
authorities in Bangkok before allowing any detainees to be hospitalized,
I:Bxuept for some Bp=cial Urgent cases that the conmandar of the detention
center may cive the permission),

Korat: Arrest oft & people from a printing house
We have been informed Aduri

ng our visit tn Korat that & pecpl
:E;‘; E;I‘?E:'Ed tm mnths a{-"{} fI‘{.:.'.". a Frrint,in-:" h-’uuse f'i'-I" T""ii".t"ﬂ" t:':-_' E
2oved Works of g Tse-tungt, The 6 people were Mr. Van. 4 R

: . i & S van the owWner

of the F“hhshingr house, and his Wi op il s ;
4§

) be cured in

o,
LLI S,

fe, and four othep type compositer :
At present the 6 ape 86111 detaineq ag the pc yp posi
8rima (Korat) Provinee. . police stati

on of Nakornra

°re has been some improve-
of the workeys who were = 8. For example, most
ELITESt*l:I a ey 12 B [

the ney Fovermment ajloweq ed ag encangering sgﬁie:y: WIJT r?lﬂ{,‘fi,:]; i

gistlered and allowed
labour unigng were permit—
¥ 8pproved that the state

¥ 88 the private enterprise

B the Moyacy workers goyig not find any job
S Ao :E ~ligtgn distrituteq Amongst employers;
Labouy Department officials who had érvated by police and
considered "politicaln ,p other prop 0 8top the meeting if they were

ects were being discussed,

111 being gpg
the rjipht t
ibiteq subj
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Moreover the Lﬁb-:-xirﬁ'taﬁﬁ%%tth& right to dismiss labour leaders, and
tnrn down requests for the formation of new crganizations if they felt
these were involved in "polities", Alsd labour union lesders and workers
were still threatened, harrassed, attempted to be killed, or killed,
Finally, the basic right to strike is still prohibited under martial law,
2, Ihc new government policies and the role of the labour Department
Inspite of emphasising the importance of labour unions s the
revolutionary commitiee and the new government policies on labour has not
wnged very much, Frime Minister Kriengsak Chamanand, in receiving con-
ic from all professionals after being appointed as
M, stated that “"lahour unions are necessary and labourers have an impor-
tant part toplay in prometing a democratic system", He continued to say
that he didn't see why labour unions should not be allowed to be set up.

At the seme time however, he warned that he did not mean to encourage
labour unions to do the wrong thincs and asked all lsbourers to co-
percte for the sake of the country, He also stated his government!s
labour poliey ",,w2s to promote understanding and harmony among
employers and employees in both private and public enterprises. The
-overnment also aimed at improving the living standards of working people,
"o upgrade the workers' education and technical skills and to maintain
justice in matters relating to employse employer relations,

These beautiful statements are in contradiction with the way he
s M, and Minister of Interior, has dealt with all the labour problems
geecured in March this year, He did not show his strong feelings and
sincerity Tor the workers when they asked for an increasse in the minimum
wazes when the cost of living rose repidly because of an inerease in the
.xos on 141 kinds of imported goods (including petrol) at the beginning
of Marei. _tis difficult to be just cverycne; the raising of taxes
affected the poor very little, if they can endure, they should." he said
shortly after the taxes wore raised,

In dealins with the railway mechanics, drivers, and maintenance
workers! problems, he wes more gentle than when he dealt with provincial
waterworks employess and the Thailand Tabacco Monopoly employees. He told
these workers to "obey the law" and not to'forece or threaten" but to help
in building the country's unity and progress. fLlthough it is said that
these state enterprise workers' problems had some political causes and
motivations, we could hardly say that Ff, Kriengsak proved that he really
wanted to solve the labour problems rather than merely te make use of
labour as a part of his power base, Since the country is still under Mar-
tial law 1.,e, workers basic rights to strike and to hold meeting dis- "
allowed, work $ leaders are 8till being detained and many murderers of
workers are/ﬁgi aet&ined or prosecuted, e AR PR
Being aware of the potential power of the workers, one of his
projects to pain more popularity ameng the workers was his setting up of
the "Fouadation for Thal Workers" to promote the education, bargaining,
welfare, and occupations of workers and to be a middle force between
employers and employees, However most of the' committee members are mili-
tarymen and right wing labour leaders e.p. Thanong Laovanich and Sanan
‘urfo.n:_-suthﬂe . and this foundation has not yet done anything constructive

in solving the labour conflicts. !
As Minister of Interior, PM, Kriengsak called Vichit Seengthong

the former Deputy Director General of Labour Department to be Diractar-cf
the department in November 1977. He was very strict in carrying out his
duties, For example he orderedthe dismissal of two railway labour uniocn
leaders from their posts because they were involved in "politics" when

they asked for Amnesty for "Thammasat 18" and all other political prisocners.

LT
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: ionAl Labour
He turned down the first request for :z:g;;aohiamoghzhgagbjective‘s i
Council led by Faisal Thawatchainand Nool4tics®. Although the labour
to "mromote democracy" thus involving "po ' B (it -
l-fadgrs gsked several times for fr?adom of aﬂﬁmﬁi‘t&; afficiﬂ].s;tthay
being continously ubseruﬁ a,lgﬂ f:rljlasg ;—:‘: iﬁﬁ—gs §80 Ly that they
4 S e 2 b, 4
iiﬁlgoﬁehﬁaﬁ:ﬁwﬁ arrested as'"endangering society" if they dared tc
e Strmﬁa'kpril he was strongly attacked by Faisal Thamtcha::.af{lfq
an the grounds t-h,:ttr he caused confusion about the place for a mectinp
which tae National Labour Council (NCL) had called, o

411 in all Vichit has not been helping labourers; o‘] _ z;.":;:‘tﬁ“
unions solveé their problems, but hag frequently created more difficulties them
gl &xlt:tf.‘ur the rcle offﬁ%aur Relations Committee, this C'F.';I‘.E‘.J.*:‘!'.t'!-;.-
seems Lo be more concerned with statistics than action and i:a Ea.htl:"\-.] 1,
with its figures of a reduction in the number of disputes, The cal L:*,-,TTLL:E
tries to compromise in the interestof employers and thus the employees
feel that it is not the impartial organisation it should be, :

The tripartite board for labour development came into existence
at the end of Yarch (and held its first meeting in the middile of April)
Former Police Chief Gen, Prasert Ruchirawongse was elected as cheirman
and the former chief of the Labour Department Tien Atchakul as deputy ‘

chairman,

This board 1s heavily biased towards employers since it only
has five representatives from the workers, and 15 mere concerned with the
interests of the employers (5 from employers and 10 from government),

Another crpanization which is concerned with the labour move-
ment is IS0C, This organization hag tried to brainwash everyone, includ- '
ing the workers and keeps 2 close wateh on progressive and leftist labour
leaders, i

In conelusion government policy does not help much in solving
the labour rroblems or improve the human rights of workers, Paisal Thawe‘e
chainand said recently that the workers 'aituation during the Thanin's !
goverament was like that of a man who is hanging whilst with the present
government the neman has put/Sheiy under his feet of the person being

langed,
It is in faet very difficult for Kriengsak to be really just ‘
with the workers, becauge hisown power is based on various military

groups, most of vhom have business interests, Thus he cannot offend

the bip capitalists ang employers, On the other hand he tries to give

the impression that he is helping the labourers ang 1 1t]
: 1 1ah ians, with-
out giving then eny real freedom tg struggle thamselvesuur v
as he has the power of martial lay '
2 Basically he ig trying to

L for their rights
behind him ag well as decres 22 of

be recognised as the at Ehp
tron of £ : paternalistic
Eﬁa uoli:e,lahﬂur’ whilst at the Bame time rrotecting the interests of

|
3) E oyers! role and Poligies f
Most of the employers want "mpe "

; PTofit", so they 100k for influential
E:E:i’n;“f:;a“ matary, police andpoliticiany tq Protect their intercets
s thmﬁ:izlatian of the basic rights of workers, Perhaps the bif.re'e;t
the minimum v G;mplggem 15" hen the worlers agkeq for an increase in
ciana and bla:f:[2| i den 5 baht, ployers, military men, politi-
ware would caus:gngg:ﬁg: céai:ad hehoon Ehat the i oi"minimum
foreign exchage st s destroy the "investment atmgphererr’ locse
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However even the present minimum wage is not payed., Damrong

sunthornsaratoon, GChairman of the wage Comittee said that over 50% of
+he empleyers in Bangkok did not pajy the minimum wage. Most of the tex-
tile factory's employers rezard new werkers as inexperienced, so that °
ghey can pay less than the minimim wage, i

Employers, even those in state enterprise still threatem or
diemiss workers who try to fight for their rights especially the union
Jeaders, For example in March,3, workers of Vivat Industry (vhich produces
nTip" vepetarian oil) were dismissed, accused of "behaving unproperly"”.

The real reasons was thatthey tried to ask for a cost of living allow-
according to the law and permission to establish a labour union.
Another way employers use to destroy the unjons is to buy or
Lribe the labour leaders to work for the employers' and the attack the
other union leaders. | il
In addition any unionist who is arrested and released, cannot

find a job because of the "black—lisis‘.’ ] X
In order to rain more profit sometimes the employers trans-
fer the workers Trom a skilled job sector to an unskilled one so that

------

workers recruited. This happened in Phromphan Wood Industry in Aduddhaya.
nother taectie used is for the employers to lay off as many workers as
ssible so that the workers have to reapply for-the work, and their wages
tart ot the bottom of the scale, This tactic has been used mostly in
textile factories.
rkerg 'Rights Situationt : . g
The first and igportant right of man is. the rights to live,

lalking about this right amongst the workers, it is suprising to discover
that their right to live is not their own, For example in most of Textile
Faoborics workers work in & loud ndise with dust heat and poison chemicals
a1l around., The workers are often d1led or injured accidentally. Recently
in February, 23 workers died and another 23 seriocusly injured in an explosicn

* 2 boiler in a Wood Factory. fhccording to Iabour Department figures the
number of injiired workers increased by 8.3% and of killed workers increased
by 29,54 during the last year) .

is for the labour court, considering workers 'representatives

(both right wing) - Sanan Wongsuthi and Thanong Laocvanich - and two eme
ple 'mrs'rcpresghtntives: ob Vasurat and the workers could not expect mmch

af its

fheir wapes can be reduced, or old workers are fired and new lowee peid

ot g B

-

l

it present, the labour unicns face a serious problem of a splits,
Kccording to the order of the national Administrative Reform Council No,
L6, at least 15 labour unions can form & labour council, thus apart from
the lational Labour Council which consist of 23 Jabour unions (NCL) under
the leading Paisal Thawatchainand, there is another registersd la bour
eouncil named the Council of Labour Unions of Thailand (CLUT) under
Thanong Lacvanich, Another 1abour council which is not yet registered is
the NGTL laad by Senan Vongsuthee. The two latter labour ccuncils some-
times cooperate with each other to attack the NLC over issues such as the
celebration of the National Labour Day - Moy Day - and the increase of
minimm waje proposed hy the NIC.
This [ighting amongst unions makes it rather hard to improve
the workers'condition, besides the CLUT and NCLT usually try to obstruct
any improvement in the workers ! human rights as well, since these two coun-
cils have close connections with influential employers, thus they take the
empliyers'side rather than those of the workers,.
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Unless unjust laws can be changed, employers forced ti;_ka_e_—_
to new better laws, and workers given the right to strike and .?df?g,?t{,&m
when they feel their rights threatenned, there can be no rzgljdf_,ic_ for
workers, It is thus essential that the workers crganise o -:hfd;p_htmmw
selves s0 that they Jnew what their rights are, and how they should struggle
Tor them,

5) headenic Freedom

(=11 versit . i

(n Moreh 30th, 1978, leaflets produced by students from 7

faculties of Ramkamhaeng University were distributed ell over the campus,
The leaflets protested against the University's proclamntion dated March
23%h, 1978 vhich allowed student representatives to take pert in the draft.
ing of the student union regulations, hetording to the leaftlet , these
regulations did not give the student representatives the right to oppose
or change anything during the drefting; and their function was mer

erely to
give some opinion to the university committees, The students felt that
this lack of eny reel power or responsibility wes very unfair for them
because theunion regulations would affegt the students directly,

hlso, the students objected to the date set for the election
of student representatives by the university, as the election

day (April sth) - Was during the summer wcation, therefore very
few studente would kmow about

it, Moreover, the uwiversity autherity
fixed the date with a very short notice,;conaequantl}r, it seemed that
very few students would come to v

cte,
On April &Eh, 1978, one day hefore the election, Mr, Kamtorn
f“i’ﬁﬂ"mi mc;;r hgaf] o - CNEERIEY Bede & apoech fo tho students
LR Nalvaes Ly on the matter, He insisteq W
certainly pain their rights, : 8 hat the students would |

but not now, One student representative
also made a Speech eand said that tha univﬂmity WS not a?ncere My |

the student elections, and that it yag intantiunally vioclating academic |

freedom,
However, the cheirman tried to elose

the meeting to stop the |
argument, Therefore, the gt ents A -4 p !
hall, They mde spoeches /g-ﬁ wached-out and gathored outside the

adminstrators There yms 8180 & msic ghg play satirizing the university




N N

TTIES OF CGRS aND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS GROUES

ALLIVILIAS

1) Ahetivities of CGES .
In the past two months, CGRS/¥ti11 confronted with at least
two main problems occuring from outside the group, One was the problem

71 arrest of two of our ¢olleagues, Chaiwat and Sukhon, and the, other
was the problem of the legal registration of the group as an association,
On this latter point there has been a strong indication that CGRS, would
not be allowed to be registered as an association. However, these outside
problems could not shatter the strength inside the group, On the contrary,
they have proven to us the strength and unity of both the full-time workers
and the committee members; since nobody was scared or withdrew, Furthermore,
in such a time of danger, CGRS has gained 3 more full-time workers, so that
the members hawe increesed from 7 to 10,

Although during the past two months CGRS had to spend much time
and offert 4in dealing with the problems confronting it, it still continued
with a1l the basie regular activities such as wvisiting, helping prisoners

| their families, listening to trials and so on, #lso it has taken on
¢ other speecial human rights asctivities, including organising a non-
lent training programme, publishing & book on the Omnol (Supap) case,

i the establishment of cooperative in a labour union, supporting
1orks who are producing a journal directed at rural monks, and co-operating
with the Amnesty International on its May eampaign on Thailand,

1\, Visiting, Helping Prisoners and their Families in Sangkok

OGRS has contimed to visit pelitical detainees in Bangkok at
least once a week at every prison, The detainees we visited regularly are

1, The October 6th detainees a2t Bangkwang Central Prisom,

gkhenTemporary Frison and the Women's Detention Centre (Lad-Yac).

2. Mr, Udem Prakrong and his friends (total of eleven persons )

he Special Prison of Bangkok,
3., The labour leader, Supap Pasa-ong and his friends (total of
even persons) at Klong Prem Central Prison (Lad-Yao). ‘ .
4. The farmer, Mr, Somboon and his worker brother IMr, Vichai
Hanlusilp at Bangkhen Temporary Frisom, _

5. The labourer and member of the Socialiet Party of Thailand,
Mr. Surin Suanpan at the Special Prison of Bangkok. Ik _

&, The Thai Ameriean basc guards Mr, Jai Noo-Yam and Mr, Viehai
Chaemniyom at the Special Prison of Bangkok. : :

7. The three priscners from Surin province sentenced to death
for copmnist activities, Mr, Tongchan Srinual and Mr. Sao Smo-kaew at
Banglwen; Central Prison.and Mrs,” Boonrurn Sri-udom at Women's Detention
Centre 'Lad-Yao),

8. The tescher newly arrested in Bangkok under communist
charpes, Miss. Srisamorn Suebboonwong at Bangkhen Temporary Frison,

In the visits CGRS has concentrated more on thr.n:::e _prisf;mers who
usually get very few visitors or none at all, like the priscners sentenced
to death from Surin Frovince and the Udom Pka-lkarong group. In part "l_;.hrae
of the last report, it was I‘ép{.‘rrtaﬂ that the @aughter of Boonrurn Sri- -
udem, who was a prisoner among the Surin province group, was ill and CG
had tried in vain to bring the instant milk for her, both through niﬂr'mﬂtlf
visits and by post. Now Boonrurn has decided to send her dau[-;htarfcut o
the prison, and for the time being the child is being taken care of by
Boonrurn's mother,. Now that her baby is away, Boonrurn had to move to
another building which is mich more restricted, Her husband, ¥r, Tongehan




Srinuel, who is detained in another prison, is still suffering frop the
: : i . saTdrne +
tumrcﬂmﬁthwgh these sentenced to death prisoners are ﬂ_?_ﬁp«:r:.].;...u_.
the Appeal Court, they are hopeless and worried, One of thg;. I‘L!:'.{: 1:,,:
this also results from the fact that they have not secen their lawyer or

v letter from him, since they paid him his i‘ues._ CGRS, ';:-'.-'“‘
:::?zdbgz :gnéc the lawyer for them, but finally h&'.riz:: been inf ormed tha
this is not allowed until the Appeal Court makes a Judgement, and th
case goes to the Supreme Court,

Visiting in the provinces :

(n s less repular basis CGRS have visited political prisoners
up-country particularly in the North-East of the country, F--,r_c-:r.n:-_; le,
in the North-East Mr, Wirat Truen and othep Vietnamese at Iad Bua Kay
Frison in Nakernrajsrima Provinee have been visited, Mr, Kasen Wongehanon
and friends (arrested under endancering society charges) at Hongkhai
Frovince, ete, In the seuth CoRs has momentarily stopped visiting the
prisoners; however, it still gets in touch with the prisoners'relatives
and the COGHS netewark there, and it was in such a way that esscntia)
information can still be obtained, At present some new tactics which
are being planned would enable the work in the South to be continued
during the next few menths,

- stening to Tri

CGES keep listening a

trials of the following people:

1. uctm}m 6th detaifiees (Bangkok 18 and Boonchart Sathi
mni i 3 R

i
L

nd noting down the Proceedings of the

entham—
2. Udom Fka~krong and hig friends,
3. Supap Pasa-ong and his friends
. 4s Somboon and Vichaj Banlusilp,
Js lHikem Pridakul,
6. furin Suanpan,
7. Fnpan Puwapan,

I
48 for some cases Up~country,

CGES wor -
trials repularly; hovever Morkers cannot, attend

the
: they kept following t at i
the trials frog time to titma, asldgg tbo B ses o T o

ut t he pr P & A e
themselves ¢p from theip lawyers, Examp Bir o LEem the A

les of such cAges ¢ ose of;
1. ¥, Bamrung Charan_ynnqn ' e Doss oty

2. Mrs, Pimpa; Puwapan

g;ﬂig-l‘- fasen ng chanon andfriends (appeal for Habeas Corpus)
iy lisf;snf Noting down the proceedings of the trial,

g # 10T example, for those who
be foung for them ey i

1 ) as i > of Mr,

- Kornstithapmapat province: e catdid
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» The book wiiy appear on
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+he market on May, The purpose of this book is not only toeducate the
workers, but also to conscienticize the pecple about the worlers'human
rights problems and about the Omnoi case, Any foreign friend who would
1ike to purchase copies of this bock, or sponsor its distribution to
(10 baht a copy) should contact OGRS, |
______ __ -nt Training: During the past four months, one full-time worker |
from CCRS, has been working with two yourg people’ fromy/ .%‘imaa group in the
preparation of a Non-viclent Training Programme which is planned to take
plece on May 15-28, 1978 in Cholburi’ Province. Fourty-two activists will “1

be attending the training, amongst whom are representatives from variocus
~elirious activist groups, university and college activiast groups, some
full-time workers and volunteers from CGRS, local teachers and local
ivists and others, The last two days of the training will be a seminar
n "Non-viplenee in Theilend", at which thirty more people, including
jersity professors, religion leaders, writers, journalists, labour union
ete, will be attending.

It is hoped that this training will help promote non-violent |

jealdel’s

action snd strencthen the non-violent movement throughout Thailand, and

to surply those who are already activists with' details of the tacties and

pratifss of non-viclence,

! v Internaticnal Campeign on Theilands: |
Though there is no efficial link between Amnesty Internaticnal |

GHS, becasue of shared objeetives, there has always been the closest '

le cooperation between the two organissticns on matters involving

the Thai situation,

Thue when Amnesty International deeided to have an international
gampaign to try to improve human rights in Thailand it was chviocus that
they would ask for suggestions about the topics and strategies for the

ampaipgn from CGRS, Five major campaign issues were suggested by CGRS
as follows =

- Victims of the Oct, 6th Coup.

-~ Misuse of Government -Fower,

Misuse of the Communist Supression Act.

- Political Trials, & Jrocess of Delay and Injustice.

- Special Detention Camps,

For oach of these five issues background inf ormation was pro-
vided, as well as suggestions as to what improvements the campaign should
be demending for each of these main issues.

For example on the fourth issué - "Political Trials" we sugpested
that the campaign should coneentrate on the following points:~

-~ A speeding up of all political trials so that there are hear-
ings at least once a week, '

—~ VWhere processes Seem likely

to be long drawn out, an automatic

granting of bsail, : _
_  Provision of adequate compensation of eourt appointed lawyers,

particularly in up-country areas. !
In this campaign we consider one point to be extremely important,
and that is that people in Thailand are kept informed of the international

initiatives that are teking place, so that suitable information can be

leaked to the press here, and public opinion ef fected by the international
concern, We therefore hope that our overseas friends will inform CCRS

(or any cther groups in Thailend) of the initiatives that they are taking,
so that these can be used in Thailand to further the main objectives of J
the campaign - the improvement of the Buman Rights situation throughout f
the country. If letters and telegrammes 8re only sent to povernment
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leaders, these can be quietly filed away and forgotten, but if they
be publiecised here they are less easily forgotten,
by I j 4 3 uEﬁ i

2N Rthes ﬂzgﬂth:tgag&m months there has been increasing cooperation
between all groups involved in promcting human rights » .'?r :fmr_'?f""_"”":'
land sent a delegation to the isian Human P}ights :,eminar *H_J:Ehr‘
(April 23rd to 30th) made up of two full time workers of GG:.:,. one of the
Oct 6th defence lawyers, and two members of the human I‘iE{htE re,_:.::-__-:::-:r_-‘,
group, In addition CGRS has contracted some of the Oct 6th fj.:_:-;r,-f:;L law-
yers as their legal consultants, and has also help:e?l arrange th lecture
tour of Mr, Thongbai Thongpao, It is hoped that this cooperation between
the different groups will contimie to become inereasingly close in future,
October 6th Defence Lawyers Group ; {1

This group of 44 lawyers, headed by Thongbai Thongpao (who him—
self wus a political prisoner for 7 years, from 1958-1965) is becoming

inereasingly open it its activities, Thongbai hipself will, as a part
of the Amesty Campaign, (at the initiative of overseas Thais not Amnesty)
£0 on a lecture tour from 8th May to 15th June, and speak about the Oetober

6th trial and other human rights issues, On this tour he will go t
Honolulu, Los kngleles » Chicago, fhiledelphia, New York, Washington
raris, Frankfurt, Coppenhapen, and Stockholm, Funding and detailed
ments for his trip are being madé by toncerned Thais living abroad, |
In addition the lawyer group is publishing a book on the October [
I

|

6th case, dedicated "to those who lost their lives in the events of (et -_-'.th
1976 and Oct 14th 19731, mhig jooky 40 Thai, will come out in about the
widdle of May, and will be divided in to five Seclions as follows:.
- Legal Backf:round, im:l‘m:h'_ng;.r the universal declaration
human rights, the constitution, the regulations of NSCT
Council of Thailand,
~ The illegality of the Pruceedin[:s, ineluding arguments on
such topics as the retroactive yse of laws, the NARC decrees cte,
: - Frofiles, photoes,and persona] histories of all 18 defendants ’
and the nameg of the defending leyyers,
- SPI‘OCHEﬂingE in the court, for the first
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three witnesses,
ty both from within
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1) The General Political Situation

The period covered by this report March-April 1978 can be
divided into two distinet parts, The first period, covering the whole
f Yarch was one of increasing rumours, increasing strikes, increasing |
pposition in the press to F.M. Kriengsak and his government, and quite | 1
a h I 31bility that a coup might be forthcoming, However the Prime |

Minister and his government successfully weathered the storm, and it

be ar during 4pril thet he had agein managed to divide his

.
s, and regain the uoper hand, In March however things were :
ly B0 eclear,

For example the. controversy over the properties of Field Mar-
shals Thannom and Frapass ($19.3 million) continued, with the president
i the supreme court saying (3/3/78) that Thannom had no lepal rights to
his properties any more., Similarly the conflict over yhether the First
rust Company should be licensed as a bank or not continued, with Prapass
] hands with Sangad Chaloryu to try to get approval to register
s became such a controvercial issus that everycne went

18 1 bank, Thi |

ut of their way to deny that they had anything to do with this issue

including Gen, Yos Tephasdin, leader of the Frapass fection in the army,
I
|
[
|

——

advisor to the First Trust Company, who claimed to have nothing to
with the company).

One of the most significant successes of the P.M, during this
period wag to pet control over the village scouts., On 3/3/78 Police
Major General Charcenrij Chamrasomoran (leader of the village scouts)

sransferred to an inactive post., Various factions in the village -
uts tried to arrange a demonstration on behalf of Charcenrif (25/3/78) ' |
but these attempts were successfully thwarted, One of the first people
sentenced under Article 27 for log poaching was a village scout leader
2/4/78) and the local village scouts protested, which resulted in a
very strong reaction from the P.M., with the support of most of the press,

Cenerally it was agreed that village scouts should not interfere in (i
politi nor in the administration of the country, and thus it was

set up a special centre to ensure more effective control of 1
village scouts in all parts of the country. In many respects this vic-

tory in the village scouts issue ‘can be seen &s a victory of the P,M. (|

over varicus '"Palace' factiona,

The tax increases proposed by the government on March 7th (in-
cluding an increase on pascline tax) probably produced the most concerted
and virulent attacks in the press that Kriengsak has ever had to suffer,
Even high military officers such as General Pralong came cut publicly
against these tax increases (Dac Siam 17/3/78). The attacks in the press
were mainly a middle class reaction to increases in duty on 141 Iluwxury

heless this violent reaction successded in further

=1 o

items, but neverthels
alienating large groups of the eiite from their active support of the pre-
sent government, However, despite the fact t hat the tax increase have
produced an increase in thecost of living, rost economists who understand
the.situation feel that these tax proposals do not go far emough either
to significantly effect the balance of payments, or to have any real
effect on the distribution of incomes.

One direct effect of thrse tax increases was to preduce & new
spate of strikes (and threats of strikes), as well as renewed interest
in the power of labour unions, Strikes broke out in many organisations
including & go slow in the State Railways of Thailand, o strike in the
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strike at the Bharat Bank, and tl‘:re&ts of strikes
gfaéaignh:::tﬁngyht’h: Provineial Water Hnrl_ra w?r]mrs ’ Mass Tr'rf-m-
anisation workers, Express Transport Organisation Workers ’ a '-"‘r.'-._,.,
grgthe police (in this latter casc a demonstration was calleu“fc,.f 1/4/78
m{d then called off), It is significant that most of the gtrikes or

threats occurred in state enterprises or government corporations, Basically

t ed down to the demands of the various protesting gr ups
E gm IE:?I{‘ 's visit to China things quietérmned down, ;

However the growing power of labour, did gncourare ‘..-'HI"J. ous
right-wing groups to persue their age old tactics of splittlzf_zg_ the workers
80 that now there are two National Iabour Federations in addition to that
of Paisal Thavatchainant and Sunthorp Kaewnet, This splitting of the
labour movement was so successful, that no agreement eould be reached even

¥

on the May Day celebrations, and only 500 workers turned up for the officia

11y sponsored ceremonies, Since P.M, Kriengsak was the keynote speaker,
It showed that his policy of building a power base amongst lahour groups
was not proving to be very Successful,

The combination of the village scout issue, the wave of strikes,
the problems over the Fipst Tryst Company and the Thannom and Prapass
properties led to a wave of Tumours that a coup wag forthecoming, Most
of these rumours centred around Ldmie a1 Sangad Chaleryu and his navy
friends, and around Gen Yos Thephsadeen (Leader of the Prapass, Thannom
faction in the army), The bipgest confliots Seem to be between Admiral
Sangad, and I,N, Kriengsak, these conflicts being caused by the fact that
Sangad feels thet he is gradually being easeg out of any position of
power, It peems however that Tor the time being Sangad has accepted
defeat saying .on March 6&th that "Jaws wil1 never land" (i,e, the Navy
will not stage another Goup), On the 18/4/78 Admiral Senpad went abread
to Europe on a prolenged (6 weeks) private trip, which sugpests that for

help restore his imege in the Pre-Chalarq f

The one day electrictity blackout that
2 i
entire country gn 18/3/78, not only shocked oo oted almost the

(who realised that the whole ing i i

ustrial 1ife f th
§0 easily paralysedl, but alse led to g il
sabotage, nf commini st ini‘iltra.tiun in

merchants, ang
rrested, T, £
have been arrested ths planned. Crackdugznhzig gagozan Suspected communists

taken place, Thig is.
i's i?m Position {g pey ve
royal factiont 4 Masically not in
ral Approach, and ymg the only perﬂr::j: dropped
ber 20th 1977 cou ¢

Ty securs,
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.n;:"_g., Kriengsak seems to be regaining an upper hand
ry £¢ilifull use of the media, and through creating an image

- ag a liberal, but alsc a strong liberal who i prepared to

3 © 15 necessary, He has attempted to appear strong and firm, whilst
11 ime time avoiding to use the power he has too directly and firmly,
ple his use of article 27 for log poachers (11/4/78) and for tin
appeers liberal compared with ex P,M, Thamins . use of his article
ince there have been no €xecutions, and since no key people are being
s1 11y punnished. His foreign trips also have done munh to build up
L8 mApga ., i
His mejor strategy in dealing with his opponents has been to
them frecdem to plot, and to carryout their various schemes agaimnst
him, whilst at-the same time allowing the media to take up the issues,
and by careful manipulation having the media diseredit those who are against
hir le has been very careful not to cveract to any of the provocations
the § opponents have made (particularly in terms of labour, village
. lice, and border problems with Cambodia) and thus has provided
thi ith no really etrong issue around which they covld attack him,
Un] 1€y ean create an issue where the various elite groups (especially
C serm Na Nalorn) can agree that Kriengsak has taken a vVery wrong
path, iittle chance of a coup., 'The closest his opponents came
t in isoue wis over the increase in taxes in early ¥arch, which
( the poclels of many of thelelite, but their attempts to expleit
1& situation fafledbecavse some action against the huge balance of pay-
ts deficil obviowsly had to be taken, and because he cleared these
with the Xing, and the National Policy Council before announcing
Gl
Thus all in a1l Kriengsak has emerged from this two month pericd
lei stronger than he onbered it, Not stronger, because he has a wider
ier base (his Lese has probably shrunk even further), but stronger
ca L1 atbenpis of various right wing groups to create an explosive
nanaged to be defused,
He s41ll Lowever does nobt have the power to tackle any of the
really pressing inbternal problems, because he fears that in so doing

3 (8

'-;Et';-j-:' wide the "Praress-Yoss", the "Sangad™, and the "palace" groups
with the issue around which they could agree to bury their disagreements,

v awr Bl .k .
viuW ALOUE Sau

sent the CPT, has about 8,000 armed perscns throughout the

that st
coulitry, ' In

f gfieanl

. This is the dilemms he is in,°

ivities of the Communist Party of Thailand

evcmer of eGoh year the activities of CIT,, especially
vulotunately at a higher level than at any other
* i3 rg gmeeption, Kriengsak's government realizes

11, /™96 of its power base, ean do very little to
1ietn b aiming a% real recongiliation, Ildeutenant
ong Socnsird who is Deputy Secretary of ISOL, gave an inter-
Glbivy obleas relating to communist guerrillas, He said

n alone there are about 1,000 armed communists,

ol Y.
% S (R

After the Oct. 641 ¢ 1, more ithan 2000 people had fled into the. jungle

to joifvths TFP, PFs
before milite
Supressian eamnaisneg

munist couniry or not?' Lt, Com. Prasong answered that it

becoms o oomr

FT Fe pointed out that the CPT. always uses progaganda
1°y foree, but will use force whenever the officials attempt
In answer to the questi on "Will Thajland. ..

depended on $lio pronle ead also the government, "how much trust and

belief the go

~rernocn’ cives to the peopls", (Thai Nikorn, April 7, 1978)
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About 3 months ego, the cabinet passed a resclution to give
rewards to pecple who fought with the communists guerrillas, Sunthon
Hongladarom, Deputy Prime Minister, was the person who issued the crder
fro Tre Minister Office giving rewards to people who help officinls
fight with the communists, The fcllowing rewards were proposed:-

- The first prize, a semi-automatic 5 bullet shotgun with
25 bullets and a certificate of appreciation, The winner would be the
person who plans or gets news which enables communists to be trapped
80 that an impentent communist is killed, or dangerous weapons and
erucial communication equipment is seized,

- The second prize, a special shotgun with 25 bullets ard
& certificate of appreciation,giwn to & person who accideEﬂ; nth
communist guerrillas and is able to kill them and seize their apme

= The third prize, an ordinary shotgun with 25 bullets ang
a certificate of appreciation given to a person who is able to fig
with and gei ; 21 Vi o

5615; the arms of a communist guerrilla

- The other prizes, for e le, T adih : o B A
e cthr g o he comnits s b ey e L
whilst someone who persuades a communist guerrilla to sur z:i ..,,rD+ .!hht;
officials will get not more than 3,000 baht, i

We £ P4
R Dreinﬁaihthat this system of providing large rewards to neople

oLher ways harass supposed " n oz T 3
ous policy, that can lead to very great misee. . s oo 2 18 & very danger-
are not even government, officials, It reises o Lo oL PY People who
of bounty hunters that i in‘th Ugimlnds one of the hated system
1y 5ot & policy that wil) lead to peace (paevireory €0t It 18 certain
Qﬁen Paid in Fﬁﬂpﬂna] peacea {Pﬂrticulﬂ.rly a8 rewards are
In dealing with int
g to t has ; wEosUTl8L prodlem (whic A Or (-
ing to AEhit has dngo) e Eﬁ“;”ﬂm"’f“ errorist problem (which accord
the last 20 years) ig extremel;pdzﬂ :dure of 300,000,000,000 Baht over
Holdbrook, the assistant & pendention US Support, Mr, Richard
Pacific Region said 1. 7 fgietafy of State for the East Asie and
t? gfst;e the military ﬂssistm::vigww:;:?t United States would continue
of §31 mi1lion of miys 20 Thai government, through the troviss
tary credits, He also said Ehat Ul.lg . E_.._Em;:émn

fact ¢

al very much from the poiicy mFDr uxamp?:E EE: ;:iiigeii EE:SoiiEdE;?fzif
Beepte 411 the ‘apiey 1118 10 the rostrispeq poe,ne”s, oL (eiT
imited success, withhsnng:

» For emﬁ?‘éﬁriﬁﬁgﬁ,tm

, he sa
Were killeg » Bnd almpat zetﬁi::aﬁdmy
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uninvolved wvillagers, As alwavs ha i t it i
the inngecent’ who suffer most, 4 Ty el AN e
In addition to the terrorists killed over the last 10 months
321 "communists" were arrested, and 2 further 485 surrendered. There
course no statistics of new recruits who joined the communist
We are convinced that the present method of dealing with the
coammnists - through supressi on is not succeeding, and is leading to-
unnessary death, destruction, disunity, and suffering, We believe that
1y when everyone (on all sides) is prepared to work together can we
hope to solve the problems of the country, As General Frem Tinsanalanund
said (but the government did not hear) "communists are also patricte |
If we can have a proper dialogue with them we can save & lot of lives,

3) Military co-operation between Thailand and Malaysia

In 1955-56 during the period of Tunku Abdul Rahman, the Malaye
sian Communist FParty was supressed very strongly and thus retreated into
the area of Betong - Sadao in the South of Thailand. Since then they
have grown more and more powerful, until near the end of .the Krukrit
government when they reached their highest strength. At that time the

rder patrol police in Betong said, "Betong is nearly completely Malay-
sian Lommunist. It only waits for the red flag to be pulled to the top
I the flag pole',

lhe fear of communist influence makes the Thai officials worry
very much about this situation, eventhough CPM has often announced that
it won't spread its influence into Thailand (though as a result of “he
Julnt supression campaigns last year there has been more cooperation
between CFM and CFT than before)., The Thai border patrol police know
very well that CPM won't fight with them when they meet alone together,
but when they go with Malaysian soldiers violent clashes occur,

However in the South of Thailand the government faces many
problems ineluding seperatists, bandits, gungsters, Chinese Malaysian
communists, and also Thai communistg, BecAuse of these problems the
Thai leaders went to Malaysia in order to agree to co-cperate to
Euppress communists and others witht he Malaysian army.

The first co-cperative military action took place in the per-
iod of Ex Prime Minister Thanin; and wes called "Musna", this was followed
by "Musne 2" and then by "Sahaya Bena", Now "Salam-Sawaddi" is being
lzunched by the Kriengsak government, "Salam-Sawaddi" started on 10th
March 1978 and lasted for 30 days. .

Malaysian soldiers concentrate on supressing the communists
in the border area, Thesé communists can be divided into 2 groups; the
first is the group of Ia Suk Mi Jin who is a Marxist Leninist, and the
other group is the group of Chin Peng who follows Mmoo Tse Tung,  The
group of Chin Peng cperstes in Malaysia and when necessary escapes into
Thailand-,
The problem is that this joint operation gave the Malasian
army the right to penetrate Thai Territory throughout the length of the
border, During their campaign they killed many innocent Thai villagers.,
They operated as a jeint Thai-Malaysian unit, Thai officers were in
comnand and Malaysians were appointed as deputy commanders, - The Malay-:
sians refused to help suppress the Thai-Malay seperatists. :

Becanse of the violence of the supression campaigns S0l - a3
the restrictions placed on villagers, Lt.CGol. Mamud Snliman, the com-
mander of the Malaysian Norhtern army was very angry and resigned quickly
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i aysian, He was not happy because the Dptfr-:lf-}cn
:ar:e;iiizgrzlﬁttzfmilnnﬁent villagers both Thai-Buddhas and Thai-)Mys.
o The military co-operation between Thailand_ffnd P'T-Eliﬂ‘r;l‘t
made Thai government become the enemy of the seperatists, t -:j g g,
Malaysian commnists and also the Thai communists (CFT) who have forned
a united front, whilst, Malaysian still only has the CPM as its only
s O i‘ia.ruh 19, 1978, Col, Scmsak Intmpol, an E}ffici&l .T.t"
propaganda centre, together with Lt.Gen,Pin Kesorn, director of the. .
general information office, spoke about the movements of thle communiets
on the Thai-Malaysian border area, They claimed that the {;nim:sr:
Malaysian communists offered to compromise with Thai officials » and
sent their proposals to the officials at Na Thawee Distriet, Songkla
Province, They asked for 2 important concessions, namely:

- To get rid of check points,
= To stop the military co-operation between Thailand and

Malaysia, -

In return they offered the following :-

~ They would not eontimiously cross the border between Thai.
land .. Malaysia, | .

- They would not interfere with Supression campaigns carried
out by Thai officials, |

Unfortunately the Kriengsak government, is not prepared to

negotiate, or reach agreement with communists of any type in Thailand,

and consequently a new joint supression campaign is noy being mounted,

where innocent vill gers wil] again suffer, and inereasing numbers of

people be alienated from the government,, | ¥

4)  Labour
March &y 1978 . Dap Siam
Mrs, S i

ment told the journalists that ther
mini mum Wage according to different kinds of ind i

A4 ustry and ceey ation,
It: Was expected that the changing seajes would be announced wiEh in this
year, Mrs, Somspq S41d further that fran March 1st, to April 30th,
Survey industries in Banglok,

- This projeet would include eve
kind of ibdustr.naxeept agriculture and . government, departments, The %

abﬂut tlh m 2
of workers and the kinds of industpies in & location, the number

¢ the trends in the
i:ﬁéi:;agfaiggﬂﬁ;ia:nznd the labour market S50 that the laboyr Dﬂpﬂr;n;ent
labour . pm Program and train the workers to meet the needs of
M

Nati on and Matichon

» 811 of them undep theprivate
on March 7th t, Submit an application

Oganization of Thaijeng. u the Oouncil of Enp)oyees Associations

The department aq t
promised a TELly within 7 d GEI_:} Myfhpe

Pplication fopn tonsideration and has

: & Laovanich, oaqe
5 - * of Boonrayg ;
3 couneil inglugeq Thailang Textiles Labous Um@n,ﬂ$:iw§§¥i$b§ﬂuﬂggillﬁﬂian

hese ].__B.bc:ur lmiﬂﬂﬂ
othep ‘office bearers 5
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reccha Rodmanee was _\Llf_‘,t,u_,"r‘ a8 rreside ’ z
3 president, Chom Fhum-Pradat as vice-pre~

sident, Phallab Na-Ranong also as vice-president, and Anusak Bunyepranai

. “r. Ireecha contended ‘that the new Employee Organization Coun-
cil did not imdicate a split amongst workers, "™We merely want to act as a
balancer - for the bensfit of the workers," :

'S Sag] The‘-l ;'._irn:; of this council are similar to the first one, led by
aisa .:;iawc'.tcnaj:.zand, in that they both express a desire to promote employee
and E.-.':_;:u_rlt:,', provide employees with education, ineluding skills
=lopment, LEProve and promote better relations between employers and
employees and encourapge a democratic form of government,

i 11th 1978 - Siam Rath
~ Director general of the Labour Department said that if the
_-,t.r:-._:--_;i_-:.i_:‘.rr of the tax on 141 kinds of goods, affected the
price of goods and worles'! cost of living, the department would help in
lmproving the minimum wages in line with the cost of living, "But I don't
1bout the result yet, so I have to wait for a period of time", he

- Duptham Fhatthrakam, Minister of Justice, said that his ministry
was considering an act to establish a labour court and the method of consi-
dering cases in the court, He though that if there were no problems with
the cabinet or the Naticnal Aseembly, the court could become operaticnal

ing the life of this government,
March 1ith, 1978 - The Nation .

About 1,000 employees of the Thailand Tobacco Monopoly (TTM)

h h, protested apainst their management which announced a one-
‘etroactive collection of income tex from their cost of living allow-
The protestors most of them, wearing black, marched from the

=.'1i':-'. factory to 'J_;:,; wredths to the statue of the late Luang Chamnan Yuthasilp,
the founder of the TTM,

The TTM labour union leader Charn Klapkasam said, the labour union
lad earlier requested the management to review the order about paying in-
come toxs on the workers! cost of living allowance, but no reply was given,
March 12th, 1978 - Banglck Fost
The Metropolitan Electrieity Workers Union, on Merch 11th unani-
monbly elected Paisal Thawatchaimand (42) to serve as president for the

HS el 2
third time,

Thirty-five comittes members elected by all the 3,328 members,
voted in favour of Paisel as president and Veeravuth Soonmelhli as secretary-
general of the union. .

Setting up co-operative stores and housing projects as well as
relations between workers and employers were the important issues that the
union deeided it should work on,

March 13th, 1978 - Siam Rath
F.M. Krienpsak Chamanend said when he went to Saraburl Frovince
> raise taxes werc easy, but to find wagee that were just for everyone

that ¢
- workers, farmers, povernment officers was an important isswe, He stated
further that raising taxes affected the poor very little, He asked the

workerg to bare the burden if they could,

Meanwhile Faisal Thawatchainand, president of the National labour
Couneil in an interview said that "the raising of the oil price would affect
most of the people and said that a bstter way would be to be mich stricter
on the ecllection of existing taxes,

Teo often businessmen avoided taxes and duties by meking false
accounts,
He emphasised that he and other labour leaders would shortly sub-

mit proposals to the government for the urgent consideration of government,
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March 13th, 1978 - Matichon and the Nation

The Maticnal Labour Council held & conference at1 2‘5:1{19._1 Hotel
on March 12th in order to select their representatives con tni-. -L'.:.__- c -“:1- ¢
Relaticns Committee of the Labour Department. 50 representau}u-,; from 23
labour unions participated in this conf‘eren::f whiph also cons ‘_d.fq-.“-f-'.' the
administrative problems of the council and the Laammﬁﬂesﬁar:?lf .-1'-'+'"':'
project. During this conference police from Bangkok Police Station :
observed tock notes, wrote down the mames and photographed all the partiei-

Paﬂtﬁ "

After the morning session Pol, Lieutenant Colonel Cl‘.-‘:::‘-:':.-;;;
Watanasin, the inspector of the Police Station, went to ask Aree Thavee-
phok, the secretary of the council, whether permission for this confer-
ence had been asked for or not., Aree indicated that this conf érence was
to educate the members and select Labour Relations Commitiee members, thus
did not involve in "politics”, However, Pol, Lieut, Colonel Cheudchai told
Faisal Thawstchainand, the president of this conference that without his
permission the conference was held illegally, so it could not carry on, The
afternoon session t about the increase in minimum wage was therefore cane
celled since the main issues were already discussed,
March 14th, 1978 - The YNstion, Banckok ost

Faleal Thawatchainand, leading labour activist and assemblyman
stated, that the Hational Labour Council would demand that the povernment
incra*:ise thepresent minimum wage in Bangkok from 28 baht per day to 50
baht per day and also alloy the right to strike, "The Government has
always preached about democracy, thus it should allow us the right t
strike and seek justice from our employers™",
Siam fath
Ch_arn Manutham, lepislative member and vice president of
of ?haila.nd stated to "Siam Ratp® that he was in favour of increasing the
minimum wage based on a consideration of the consumer price :mdur r the
cost of living index, Tn his opinion it was better t pwait LS
much the impert tax would affect the pecple who pmai ; k3 F.ll'lﬂ . Yol .”'.r
thcaurht. that it had little arf , #ained little 11’:4:.';'.']15!.. ne

BIfexted on workers. 17, increase the minimum

wage is not the problem, but if the minimum e e 4 . S e
goods would alsg increase, What sh T fiisined, VRO e of
each other - gnplo should be done is that ye should consult
atah SMployers, employees and government . to find & pood compro-

Employers Council

Sunthorn Kaew-Net, :
el o Slan Bath that, the sovemmecs oy 00", Of Jetional Labour Gouncil,

) érnment raised the § ort taxi without
E::v;l:izg irgﬁemr:iamﬂ of the price of goods, This :?fected ﬁcnr]fis-ihilst
¥6 Bny orer ¢ :}rs out  becapse they could not strike, They didn't
could strike thﬂ rfain, In ansvering the question that if workers
that the workes flirdwﬁzid :i‘um troutle, he said the cause of tr;ubie was
never oceur, §e% enough wages, if they aig » the troubles would
Lo = Matich
Local Ldmigiiiz:ratiml: Director General ﬂamronp Sunthornsaratonn
would not.intend to (s ‘minimm wagelt commitiee éaic} the comittee

minim e
time to see noy mich the price g coause he should

« to lose about 100,000 beht; per. menth,
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March 17, 1978 - Bangkok Fost
bour leaders would meet Fi{, Kriengsak Chamanand at the
National Legiesletive Assembly today to submit a five-point proposal namely:

that the Govermment allow labourers tc call a strike, that the Government
speed up the appointment of its representatives in the National Labour
Development Council; that the minimum wage be increased to 50 baht per day

for workers in DBangkok Metropelis and neighbouring provinces and reasonable
adjustments made in other provinces; that the government should expand and _
impose proper control on the retail shops supervised by the Commerce Ministry,
and that the Government must get rid of the middlemen,

These proposal was submitted officially on March 21 on behalf of
the National Labour Council.
March 18th, 1978 ~ the Nation

Over 200 werkers from Samutsakhon, Nakhonprathom, Samutprakarn and
Prathumthani marched to the Revenue Department a Rajdamnern Road on March 12th
to protest against the departments order to cut 20% of thelr salaries as
"demitory rent" which they described as "unrealistic.',

The workers said they actuslly stay as a group of 8 to 10 persons
in one room, therefore each person should only have to pay about 20 baht to
the Revenue Department,

The workers protested by presenting a black wreath to a Revenue
Officlal and requested to see Revenue Director General Nukul Frachuatmch,
Hut this request was rejected, They proceeded to Government House where they
met with Deputy Prime Minister Sunthorn Hongladaran, Finance Minister Suphat
Suthatham and Mr, Mikul, They were satisfied with Mr, Mulul's explanation,
March 20th, 1978.- The Nation

Chairman of the National Assembly's Standing Committee for Labour
for Tavich Seniwagse warned the labour leaders who demand to increase the
minimum wage to be "reasonable'.
Siam Rath

Suphat Suthatham, Minister of Finance, spoke apainst the demanded
increase in the minimm wage claiming that it wes, "boo high" and would
affect people's cost of living, - . .

Ob Vasurat, president of the Employers'Council also criticized
the proposed increase saying that the 3 groups (workers, employers and
government) should consult each other before making propesals, He also
claimed that an increase in the minimum wage might increase unemployment,
especially of women and children,

March 19th 1978 ~ Tawan Siam

On March 19th, Thavat Ninsaeng, president of the Electricty
Producers Workers Union said to the journalists that the causes of the greal
power failure on March 18th, did not come from the labour union, The real
causes were technical reasons already deseribed by the Dirsctor and Deputy
Director of the Authority.

March 21st 8 - Bangkok Post

Y. Pirun Avudhpetch an employee of the Telephone Organization of
Thailand (TOT) hung a wreath and a poster attacking the management onto the
wall of a brilding in the Ploenchit Rosd Headquerters of the TOT on Mq.rch 20th,
The poster attacked among other things, the appointment to import-

ant positions under a patronagesystem, and the law bonus and inadequate wel-

fare benefits for daily wage earners,
However, all these allegations were denied by the TOT, Deputy

Director Col. Pak Pukkakuptor,
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o EEM‘P:%EI-“TSE:EEE—?HM&, rresident of the I-ietrcrf-litﬂn Els ctricity
Labour Union, gave an interview to Zan Muang's reporters uihantffbm _;;;:t
demand to increase the minimum the said wﬂ{{ﬂ. That he ;ra;” uﬁ:;;.;.:.; of 1
because the present minimun wagze was very low, Most o ute t:”__;_: o
earned only this amount could not afford the essentials for theps alves le
i thEirIiﬁ;:z;ng the question about the forces pushing workers , Paisal
said that in welected zovernment pecple felt more i‘m_:-e 1..e. the y, could
gathering to protest in case of government's wrong doing or ar:tl---r_. u_:t
a law, But with the presont rovernment people had no freedom to Ao 80 be-
cause of martial law,
March 22nd, 1978 - The Nation
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In e sllent probest apainst the wana-ement of v.ie State Railways

of Thailand (SRT), reilvay mechanics, drivers and meintenance workers

staged a ‘massive slow-down strike on March 21st, causirg delays to a1l trains
departing and erriving at fualampory and Bangkok loi stations from 20 ninutes
to up to 5 hours, !

Leaders of SRT Labour Union, Sawad Lookdode, said the "silent
protest" vas staged since Morday.by a Erovp of workers, and not by the labour
union,

The gronp Teprecencing 1,780 mechanices s drivers and maintenance
workers throvphout “ha conntry had submitted their 7 peint demard, mostly

for better compinsavion and more se;yrt! g, an Guby, ‘tolthe 8" map.- emant on
Feb, 27. Howeve:, ng “EpLY¥ cr elarification to their demands heg yet been given,

The protesting worke ra claimed that the go-8low was in line with |
the SRT regulations vhich state that the train will reach its destination l
late if the departure jis dalayed,

Amonpst cthep thinzs Lhey were demmding a1 adjustment of the -
miniyum wape of drivers from 1,650 baht t5 3,025 baht and an additicnal cost

of living allowsnee forg11 workers,

SRT, Covarner Sa-nga lhvichﬁroesn, meanwh
ment saying that the dsmands fop w2ge inerease and hettons Working condition

" TR LR A ) Sy i gl s

were being negosisted tatween the mengpement and employees in accord with
the 1975 Labour Relatics. |

Securtty FEasuras are also hein
a8 the sipnal aystem as peags usted,

The g VATTEL 5. J
o A wouncerant varned that a4 deliberate slow-down is illepal

o on of the Labour Relations det,

This dispute went to the Labour Department (The Nation 25 /3/1978) : ‘

ile, issucd an annouce-

g taken into consideration as well |

sine P et i
c&main ut.:h: gﬂ‘f“"& SN bhiween p Cvesiing workers eng their manacement
ngs Neviah Eﬁ&lock: Bacause this &mmouncement Signed by Spr Governor Sa
41 A R L - ¥ 5 £t a HAVETINOD bl
{Té?ﬂ arueﬁn 3413 that four of the seven WOrkers deperd« rs (ARt Tla
ha hﬂ.tiﬂn 2:,"‘"}!1':1"5) SRS WeIs kg '_{_‘,'.___J_. Ablea,

} " the Yo
for wage inereas: for driveps P disaereement was the demand

|

|

P Vers from g rontk 501 h - )25 hah Tl l

other points Were aloul the 8ignel lichts A e ey, e |
after ona fall week of the g

o : the po- i |

and leaviniz railuny stations raturnad Ea i hiki i T il of |

88 normal of Mare) 261 £61T owin b ot AN the afternlon vere crerated
whe tolg a8ix Tepresentativy £ the int

8L Er sy ervention of py, Kriengsalk Chamanand
bo sea. Mthe country in l:rr'derl“g'-fl::ef E _Prﬂtestlng workers that he would like
(The Matign 27/3/78) | Ore leaving on his CHe-weelt visit to China,
The railimy workep

a8 Ilﬁadﬁl" Gk )
ment mediated by t). b Deparited G?EE?-;.ITuuapngnd
workers recelving loss than 25100 baht 5 month 'ETI;G

Accepted the agree-
Uﬂd{lr J-.'r}'.IiS D.,:Il‘EF:Z!’]E‘I}t, G
have passed the train
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drivers l:z* :..:111 rtaceive about 30C baht more salary, These earning bet-
ween :_-f!_J',L_':_: baht to 2,520 baht will receive about 200 baht more, and those
sith a salary over 2,650 baht will have their income raised by about 100

W e

e bt
March 23, 1978 - The lation
The labour pressure for ware increeses took a new twist when
two major rival labour groups - namely The National Council of Thail ILaucur
(NG _"'.'.';1;-_.:1 by SananVongsuthee and the Couneil of Labour Unions of Thailand
(CLUT) led by Thenang Laovanich with & combined membership of 41 labour

unions refused to endorse the proposal submitted to the government on
Monday by the National Labour Counecil (NIC) which was seeking, among other

thinrs, an inerease in the minimum wage from 28 baht a day to 45 baht.
Sanan Vonpsuthee, secretary general of NCTL said that his growp
considers NCL's proposal, especially the point concerning the wage increases
s "excessive" and "inappropriate!, is submitted at the "wrongtime® without
endorsement from the majority of the Thai Labour,
CLUT exccutive member Tanong laovanich charged that NLC leaders,
Paissal Thawatchainand and Sunthorn Kaewnstr were "opportunists" trying to
fevour of the workers, The NIC's move would kill all the investment and

win fevpur ol Ghe
vy more workers jobless,
However, the two agreed that the present minimum wage was too low
il the workers could hardly make a decent living out of their wages.
Sanan suggested thet the best way out of the present situaticn
‘or the povernment to provide social welfare for the workers instead of

waze inerease,

Thanong, on the other hand, pointed out that any demand for wage
inereascs should be directed to the existing tripartite commitfee on wages
which was headed Mr, Damrag.Sunthornsarathoon, director general of the Local
Administration Department. He also suggested that the gevernment should
consider fixing varying rates of minimum wage for different industries.
¥arch 23, 1978 - The HNation
Liter 18 months of delay, tripartice board for labour development

in to official existence.

Tinally come i/ Lo
FM, idienrsak in his capacity as Interior Minister, on Tuesday 22nd

aftornoon siened an order appeinting 10 persons selscted by the - government,
labour representatives and 5 representatives from the privete sector to the

Hepresenting the government on the board are former Public Health

Minister and police Director General - Prasert Rujirawong, former Fublic Wel-
fare Dirccbor Genersl Tien Atchalun, Deputy Rector of NIDA, Dr, Paijit Ertha-
weekun, educationist M.L. Tui Jumsai, former Vocational Education Director

General Dr. Chai Muktaphan, Lawyer Mr., Thawee Lerkchamnang, factory safety _

xpert Alr Marshal Noi Vanikkabutr, Deputy Secretary General of NESDB Mr, Vira
Osathanand, Deputy Secretary General of the Board of Investment Mr, Dache_u 1_30.:::—
choochuay and D, Paisit Pipattareakeen a labour law expert from the Juridicial

Couneil.

The National Admistrative Reform Council stated in its 47th order
dated Oct 21, 1976 that & tripartie board would be formed to handle labour

problems, either those involving the labour and the business employers, or

these between the lzbour and the governmant.
March 24, 1978 - Matichon

Vira Chibbanchong, Phollob Thongvijhit and Somkit Kitudom, repre- {1

sentatives of workers irom Viwat Industry Company, which produced vegetarian j'j
cil "Tip", wemt to complain to the labour Relations Committee that they were _

dismissed by the manager hdul Adulvifit accused of badlrgé;:;ﬁ;gu? they had




o B o

2 180 other workers had signed their E]:-pro'-ic;;. T!:leir
Sgﬁgﬁeﬂerzﬁﬁ :ﬂ;cl.:gst of living allowance and 'bhe. I:ayme;tr 3+ H;."::.thlme
when working an holidays. They also demanded for to establish a trade unien,

LT o Netion : :
Bk fﬁ Ebziz E,D{]ﬂ-emplayees of 179 provincial water we r-‘..P ,v ies
throughout the country have threatened to cut off water S‘L.ippllh::-‘-r.. h.;,]:# 28,
if their demand to have the Provincial Water Works Authority raised i state
e Z?ut;;iafﬁr];:nzz }Ejn?:try has reportedly opposed the plan on the
grounds that it would jack up expenses by more tha:_'x 50 m, ba_iht a

3. The cabinet, on March 21, who were informed in advance concluded
that the plan was not practical, (The I»I&tion_z'?fjflg*?s) The employec
planned to walkout on Saturday April 7, 1978 if the government rejecte
demands,

0

4+ In the meantime, the PM, on March 27, summoned a meeting with
Deputy Interior Ministers Prem Tinasulanond, Demri Noinanee, and Chomn ng
Dhephassadin la Ayuddhaya, under-secretary Winyu Angkanaraksa, Police Chief
Montchai Pankongchuen and Labour Director-General Vichit Saengthong for a
discussion of labour problems, M, then issued a stern warning that the

overmment will not back do Lo any unreasconable demands nor tolerate any
yiolations of the law, (Bangkok Pogt 28?3;"”?3)
L Meanwhile,

Fublic Works Department Director General Damrc ng
Cholvicharn warned that employees yill Posgibly face stern legal action if
they stage a work stoppase as Mghe country is currently under martial law,"

6. A&t last on March 29, the employers agreed with the government 's
decisicn to hand cver the matter of changing its statys to the National
Institue for Development Administration (NID4) to study over a period of 45
days, They also assured the police that during the period, there would be |
no disruption of services, (Bangkok Post 30/3/78)
March 27, 1978 _ Banglok Post

: Newly - €lected president of the State Raivays of Thailang Workers!
Union, ﬁhﬂﬂd‘ﬂlmmtha}', on March 26, declared thet his policy was to set |
up a federation of transport workers 'uniong during his tyo ;,rs;me.;«s tenture, I
replaced Sayagqd Locgdo® ' the farmer president, But the
gﬁi;nmnn Centra) Comittee algo picked Savasd . vice president of the SRT
farch g - The Nation Bangkok Poat

e 3,000 8,000 - The Nat :
who staged g me—éay ait:in str o g Sl o e e el

ing Promised that a sajap

N ik, 2 PEKers oot of 1iving siiounce

Joint anp cuncement,
representativeg, 4, } by workers,

management, agreed it
apainst thg Strikers, Th;;,r alao ajreaq to Esuéd
b0 pay back .~ tayes

Management and Finance Ministry
not totake punitive action

; money from the provident fund 3
% ol Lividg 811 oymnge but the workers had |

o i T Dew salary,
_ some emp] i
thair’q.mrk it Tployees of the Thailand

ment to speeq Up consideratq R demanding their i
30 days ingteaq of 60 d&FaE on of the adjustment of new wape ‘scaies within

In an Amnouncement g
Charnchai Leethavorn : Sued by Fina_ance Underaecreta of State
30, or "face gie osa1n | oquested a1 emp] g

and entit] Migaaln HFg 05’2;-: t? return to work on March
an o . ¥ is a :
Ll rermisate thiosy emplnm:i‘g%itiﬁz zidzis:éiéf
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ooy Al In t:f morning of ‘Murch <9, Deputy Finance Minister, Chalang
Pungtrakul £old the workers that he would complete the consideration withe
in 30 days @s the employees demanded but he failed %o persuade the workers

to roesume thelr work,

52 coployees of the Bharat (verseas Bank in faowaraj China Town
steped & onc - hour strike in the morning of March 27, demanding higher
salary and 300 baht cost of living allowance, ’

March 29, 1978 -~ The Nation
_ Chairman of the tripartic wage committee Damrong Sunthornsaratoon,
vealed on Mareh 28 after the first wape committee meeting that over 50
reent of employers in Bangkok and outlying provinees arepaying their workes
salaries lower than the minimum wage scale of 28 baht a day as fixed by
e government, He indicated that the price index increased by only 8.4 %
from 1976-1977 which according to Mr, Damrong, is eonsidered low and it does
nct effect the standard of 1living,
30, 1978 -~ Matichon
rM  [riengsak pave an interview about the internal situwation and
said that he“was not worried because 80% TTM employees resumed their work,
if the 20% left did not want to do their work, so let them resign, He said
} ¢y should bring the proposal to the labour advisory council, There
t right way to solve problems. He would not let the mob's law to be
the law, He said firmly thet he could not allow disorder in the coun-
v sit 4 ibed unity and progress,
h 245 1978 - Matichon

Cir March 27, at Labour development ' Institue, three representa-
cervers from 87 labour unions-were selec¢ted to participate in
the social welfare law and country development seminar which held by the
Fublic Welfare Department during 17-28 April,

IThe three representatives were Sawasdil Loog-dod vice president
f the State H,._'l'i.l‘-n’ilj’ of Thailand ILabour '[]nj._nn' Aree Fhokthavee of the D-il
wind Fetroleug FProducts Labour Union and Fiyacherd Klauw Klard of Kurusaphe
3¢ Orpanization Labour Union, The 6 observers were Vichai Thosuwanjin,
phorn ¥hajeeram, Narongrit Pancha, Mamut Niyomsapmanee, Ms, Somsri Vanicha-
nant and Surapol Sithikorn,
dpril 1, 1978 -~ Banckok Post

: L, The state-run Bangkok Mass Transit Authority (BMTA) on March
31, Temporarily suspended its new allowance sch me which was to go into
effect today to averta strike planned on April 1, by its busmen,

The amnouncement of the new allowance scheme, which caught
the employees by surprise sparked off misunderstanding and dissensian
among the workers, particularly bus drivers and conductors, who felt their
inceme would bhe reduced rather than increased as claimed by the management,
The workers then threatened to hold & strike,

The basic change proposed by management was to reduce daily allow-
ances 4ni pay a commission on tickets sold instead, It wes felt by many
people that such a commission might meke travelling by bus even more hazard-
ous than it already is.

=

|

e et

Vichit Seengthong indicated that the announcement of BMTA, was
apainst the Labour Law on the grounds that the announcement changed employ-
ment eonditions, Thus the management should have first got the agreement of
the labour unicn, If the labour union did not agree, the management had to
inform the Labour Department within 24 hours., The department would arbitrate
within 5 days and if agreement could still not be reached the maftter would
be transfered to the lebour Relations Committee within 30 days.

A
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z isupte azain an April 7, the wore

dfter failing to settle the pay d A 17, the vore

esentggﬁa list of 51 demands to the management on April ELAEH ‘:-'.“:'.'fﬁl 321
gzindp: were that a cost of living allowance of 300 haht per month be _."u.‘u £

laries and a new cost of living allowance o RS Tu.
:iﬂizﬂgha E::gangknk Post 12/4/78). These demandstzarim ?um'e%d}'ﬂ: ;.
' : t. So Fayom Boonprakong, president of. he MTA asks pFea 400 - |
ﬁfﬁgﬁ:;{;cial lizl?‘jng allowance" as well as abolition of the new hl:-’:_}_. condi-
tion scheme in favour of the existing scheme,  (Bangkok Post 13/4/78)

B, The Nation

Jlrmyl- Commander - in Chief Serm na Nakhon warned the workens
particularly those responsible for public facilities that they should not
walk out of their jobs as it will affect the publie,

hpril 2 - Ban . 4
Pol, Lieutenant general Champcl Lohasala, Deputy leect;; General
of Folice Department for special activities answered questions from journa-

lists about the police's demand to adjust their salaries so that they w uld

W

be equal to those of soldiers, Hs said that the rumours about a planned pol4

demonstration at thepolice department the morning were not true, He hed bee
to the department to look but nothing was: happenning there,
Aprdl 4, 1978 - Banskok Post

4. The tripartite Nationa] Labour Development Advisory Board will

be asked to consider aproposal to have all workers registered with labour
unions, (as suggested by IM Kriengsak before leaving for China) Sunthorn
Kaewnetr, a board member disclosed on hpril 3,

B, Deputy Prime Minister Sompob Hotrakit o

n April 3, told all state
eénterprises to give simdiap wages and welfare to their employees in a bid to

reduce the differences among state workers,

"It is & Cabinet policy to ensure equal opportunity among all
state employees", Dy, Somphob said to 60 eXecutives of state-enterprisc at
Government House

v He alsg Announced theeatablismuent of Stat

Centre as g organ to provide technical information and cg
enterprise,

e Enterprise
operation among state-

C. Represantatj_.ves of labour unions throughout the countprv will

the preparations the Lab o promise minimum Wage increase pr posal,
3 rati or the our Da celebraticns on Mav 1 o e Bt q
emendments to the labour 1ays, v ¥ 1, and the pProposec

D, Nation - The BCTL {led by Sanan v
day that it OPPoses the move of HLC in urging

ongsuthes) announced yester
the govermme msolidate
labour unions int, one labour counciy, g nt to consoli

Slel=

E, k Post -~ The Werkers Union of th ‘uthaori
. : : & Water Works autherity
of Thailand Saturday submitted to itg mnagement a gevep demnc‘.sf i:‘;:ludi;;
I fr:!.nge benefits, 1

» 8aid that the manacement shonld

a8 promised earlier, and that

Workers 'Ung on ondpril 3,

oy » Whose management
e secand J or workers,
ance paid to dpy point asked the Mnagement tq adjq

ver
tripa, S8 boat DpErat.am”
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The others points included welfare, security of workers, amainst
corruption and lastly improving the management,

Negotiations were set for April 10th but on that day, only the
two first points were discussed, and no conclusion reached,

It was agreed that there would be no strikes or work stoprages
and nepotiations would take place within the framework of the law,

G, The Nation Employees and the management of the Port Authority

land (FIT') on April 3, held the first round of negotiations over the

g five-point demands submitted on March 27 for better welfare and

The management, after two days of negotiation agreed to most of
the demands, Including deducting union dues directly from salaries, providing
two free uniforms to all low paid employees, using the standard salaries of
er state enterprise workers as a yardstich, andpaying come other special
swances, The point that could not be agreed was thepayment of a 400 baht
I nonth accomodation allowance, This disagreement was sent to the Labour
Department ,for arbitration, (Siam Rath, 8/4/78)

It was agreed by the workers that there would be no strike, but
thers was a lunchtime show of unity by 200 workers at PAT (Matichon,6/4/78)

The FAT, claimed that it could not pay the accomodation allowance
because its income was reducing, Nevertheless they said they would try to -
pet the National Housing Authority to tmild the necessary accomodation,
(Matichon, 8/4/78)

15, 1978 = Bangkok Post

A, L4 proup of powerful labour unionists in the State Railway of
Thailand (SRT) hhmsd Khamthethong and S8awasdi Lookded, the union president
and vice-president on April 4, made a plea to the government, their fellow
workers and the general public to seek effective ways of solving the soaring
cost of 1living,

B, May Day - Siam Rath

- Director General of the Labour Department, Vichit Saengthong
said that this year May Day Celebration would not need permission from the
department., but from the government officials,

: - Faisal Thawntchainand revealed that on April 11, he and
other 12 representstives went to submit a demand to Fi, Kriengsak asking for
permission to celebrate "May Day". In the celebration, they would int_:lu-ﬂe a
parade and show by several latour unions at King Rama Vis Etatue, music, sell-
ing € commodities exhibitions andplays at Amporn Garden, e would ask the
EM, to speak at the ceremony toc. He elso objected to the anncuncement about
the May Day Celebration of NOLT led by Sanan, (Matichon, 12/4/78)

~ The PM, pave permission to hold the celebration but "still had
consider the content", (Bangkok Fost, 13/4/78) ;
.. The M asked two rival labour groups namely NIC led by Paisal,

and NCLT led by Sanan to celebrate lMay Day together at imporn Gardens (Nation,

Aikdas

HEs <]
T ~ Faisal led 10 other representatives to seek for a 300,000kaht,
donation from the povernment for the May Day Celebration. (The Nation, 17/4/78)

~ On April 17 there wes a meeting of more than 100 wor}:mrs from
4 seperate labour organisation - NLT, led b}"_}?ﬂisal, NCTL led by .:u‘n&n, CLUT
led by Amusak Bunyaprsnai (or Thanong lacvanich) and the State Railweys labour
union led by Ahmad Kamthesthong to prepare for the May Day celebratTm::ls.
This mesting ended abruptly after half of the participants (led by Faigal)
walked out followine a feated exchangs of words over a proposal to elect one
chairman,

o =y
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Finally, Vichit Sacngthong was elected as the chairman »

; labour representations
ing committee on Aprmil 18, by only 10 . il 17
:;;:Eh;sau:gfur the election, Those who walked out of the meeting cn ipril 17

did not attend 1

Faisal, hovever was appointed as vice chairman but he turncd don
the position, (3engkok Fost, 20/4/78)

Aprdl ©, 1978 - Siam Rath . R ol
. The conflict between Paisal's NLC, and Vichit Sayngth-,,-l_.f_‘, continued
the selting up of co-

over an argutent about where a meeting to discuss g fc
operatives for workers and other matters should be held, at the I,sj.u-_ﬂ..t' .
Department or et the MEA labour union, Feisal feels that Vichit is tryin
to destroy the NIC,
april 8th, 1978 - Siam Rath

Dawrcng Sunthornseraticn, Director Genmeral of the Departmen
Frovincial Administration and Chairman of the minimum wage committee said
thet the minimum vage deliberations would be finished in the next meeting

'
L

at the end of this month, The committes was surveying the price index con-
sumer goods as well as fipure about the workers 'eost of living,
General Thavich Senivong Na Ayuddhaya, former Minister of Deofense

and former Chairman of Labour and Welfare Committee of NIRC stated “hat h
agrecd with the adjustment of the minimum waga, but the government zYould
settle the level of the wage inorder not to cause inflatior,

One of the Committee member's - Suphon Mungvicha - gaid the
minimum wage should be ennsidered according to the size and kinds ~F business
He felt that with the proposed new minimum WARE ol A0-.5 baht small business

would eollapse, (iatichon g

The Labour Department semt officials to Survey the cost of living
of poor people in slum areas » the results of which would be taken into con-
sideration in detemining the new minimum WegS. [Siam Hat: . 15/ /72)

On fipril 27, the wage commities eonsisting of 1/ persors fron

four different grovps, namely - amplayeeg, emplayers, the Tabour De '.'-I.:‘f-.'?':?:‘,t-

and intellectuals met azain., After the meeting the chairmen i:forrod +he
press that infcfmtinn on the workersteost of living wag stil: r'ﬁl c:,,vh '
thus the committee had set up another sub-committee o Belteh for more

i!]i‘ﬂrnﬂti DI:]- h{thI'E Hﬂ-]lr 181 HiHI Eﬂthimt Sﬂuﬂdikul tht: .-_-_---u-.l_a-wlFE. r‘-.-_- ..:1 S S T
tative said, the swvey of incomes of People from slun areas showed an oooe
income of 21,80 baht per day, ; 8 showed an average

hpri 8 ~ The Hation

In an effort to Prevent the wi
wides immerd abour unre
or labour (i.e, Viehit Sae h £y4s e 3 A e

I?tgriur LTnduf-ﬂecretary of StaEEtng}i;?? E;Etg:gs:ifiiiihw {11:.&;‘1:'?}{-13?
;:.unk:ntml‘InmJ_lireuca Department Maj, Gen, Banpote F&::‘R;EETZLK:-TM--1':::=‘uw
: ng refL.resﬁnt&tives from the Interna] Securit ‘tf“ 7 g ‘h] ot
0 an urpent meeting to Jointly work out soluti £ ~_-1'1 E*_G-'-’-"'-Tm*",v =
e S g ol ons and preveative i B Sures
April 18, 1978 _ Banckok Fost

Former Police Chief Ge i
Chairman of the Nationa) Labour Dg;aﬁﬂsert Ruahlramngsn f 188 alocted

; . : lopment | : he NTDAT
first, meeting on Apri) 17, declareq t,hapf e ;g:iﬁ?gg E;:T?rgumng the hﬁnﬂ.!s
poomnCTehace of ywalfare

workers ovep thepropogeq mirimum Waps adiustmont

It
algo that ths formep chi meeting of the NGDAR bt :
nief Wlce a maonth and
be deputy chairpar % !#LDILE?f the Laboyr Department s Mr, Tien Atchekul, would




April 23, 1978

_ Folice helped free 63 North Eastern children aged 8-16 who were
being forced to work in a silver and gold paper producing factory named
nSeng Heng" at 339 Trok Tou Npok, Suntiphab Rd. Pom-Prab District. The
nildren were bought from their parents by "1 ,000 baht, and were forced to

k from 6,00 am,.to 8.00 pm, everyday without wages, Most of the children

were never allowed cut of the factory, and many were suffering from skin
liseases, The owner of the factory (already releassed on bail) would be taken
to court for employing underage children,

5 Jorth=-East

During the last two months, there was an increase of clashes
between” the communist insurgents and govermment authorities, especially
in Ubon Ratchathani and Buri-mm provinces. Also, there were many

ysterious caseés in which villagers been kidnapped or disappeared., Like
1 the Bagt, the Ihmer Rouge was accused of being involved in many of the
incidents that recently happened,
In the last report we included brief detalls of the attack on
d the abduction of about 250 villagers:s This story
]

1
Pat Um wvillage, and
continued o be widely discussed with many different explanation being
iy the raid took place and by whom - Thai Commnists, Free

given as to why
themar, -or EKhemer Rouge.

On this matter Prime Minister Kriengsak Chamanan announced
that the forces which attacked Pat Um were Thal commmnist insurgents and
not Khmer Rouge. (Bangkok Post 4=3=78) It should-be noted however that
e povernment at that time was trying to reestablish relationships with

There was a report saying that a Thai Communist movement called
ganization " with sanctuaries insgide Cambodia was the groop thazb

" Siem Or
eted willagers living in Burirem,Ubon Ratchathani and Chanta-buri
(in southeast) recentlye (Bangkok Post I0-3~78)

On 9th April, seventeen persons including five policemen were -
killed, and at least 20 others injured in an attack.on a self-help
setblement in Buri Jlam's BanKrual District. which was suld to

involve the heaviest government casualties in a single clash for

quite gome: +ite (Uangkol Post 10-1-70)

The Prims Minister said thet there was no definite proof that
Chief-of-Staff of the Suprems

Ehmer Rouge were invelved in the raid,
gaid the attack was aimed at securing -

Command, Gen, Charoen FPongpanich
suppliee, abducting villarers as hostapes and establishing an uninhabited

zone along the border, (Bangkok Post 11-4~78)
Army Cheif-of-8taff Gen, Sithi Jiraroj who was assigned by
Gen, Serm Na lNakhon to investipate the ineident said Kimer Rouge soldiers
were respornsible for the burning and killing at Ban Kruad, (Bangkok Post
14-4-78) But Gon. frem Tinsulanonth pointed out that the attack was
dong by Thai Commurist insurgents trained in Communist sanctuaries
locsted in Cambodia and receiving help from the Khemer Rouge (Matichon 0
13-{~78) However, Gen, Chumpol Lohachala, deputy police chief told the
: he povernment wag yet certain who attacked Ban
Siam Rath 15-4-78)

press that no one in bk :
ad self-help scttlenent in Burd-ram 1
v ;‘Ek_*i were 84411 many small cases in which & few policeman,
soldiers have been :i1J3i and injured in various clashes with 1.71'@11f ;
insurpents in Duri-ram Province, | The news always mokes people co uaz
5 oh In most cases, Commnist insurgents of the Gamhc_m{s—
: the hiteand-rum assault against

abour "who did it? e
backed Sien panpization are accused 1.B.
s g - *:'ﬂr-:;nﬁui District of Buri-ram (Bangkok Post 20-4=78)

three army oubposts in L
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In Loei Province, the main strategy of the Communist insurpents

strate-

tructing the st:
bush the construction unit which had been cons
;za;nr::ld from Dan Sai to Na Heel (Tawen Siam, Daily Time 12-3-78, Thaj

v ls-}ﬁlln Ubon Ratchathani, besides the Pat Um case, there were &
few cages published in newspapers which gave the communist inﬁurserjts e
bed reputation, such as the burning of monk cells at Wet Ben Na Iwhq,nf.-'1;u._
in Ral S1 Suk District (Daily News 20-3-78), the bombing of local brid .-
at Ban Kok Noi-Kok Yai which resulted in the death andinjuries of many
villapers (Dao Siam 10-3-78). The major happenings in cther provinces
cen be summarigzed as follows, :
8i Sa Ket, Commmnist insurpents blev up a bridge in Kantharalak Dis:tnr_rt
cutting off hundreds of villagers from the outside world (Bangkok World
13-4~7¢) lNakhon Panom, the military road construction team assistin: the
provineial mobile development unit in building o road between Ban Nong
Kan and Ban Piad in Dong Luang Sub-distriet was ambushed by communist
insurgents who also, occasionally, harassed the roed eonstruction unit
by districuting leaflets warning people apainst helping authorities in
the project, (Nation 20-4-78) |
surin, six passengers were killed and many others injured when their bus
struck a land-mine on & road in Karb-cherng sub-distriot (Bangkok Post
21=4=78) There were also a few cases in Kalagin and Nong Khai in which
it was boasted that some communist lesders had elther surrendercd to op
been arrested by the authorities, (Mtichon 23-4.-'?8}, Netion 19-4-78)
In Chaiyaphun, as an effort to cut doun supplies to commnists, the
government had declared 32 villres in thres districts as "offelimit™ areas,
A1l people, the order s2id, are banned from entering or staying in t'ﬁa‘“m-
hibited areas except for receiving permission from the Anti-k-ﬂoﬁ:zunist "
Operaticona Mractor in the provinee, !:Hntion 2—3—'38:'

Loei Provineial Governor told the ‘press that
of various forests lmproved the situation since this made the armed
aubhorities mich more 6ffective in ®tting rid of the communist insurpents

ocal ‘supportors, (Siam Rath,
: FPENEd, many fopegts ! ge
zimfdtﬁuj guvgrnmani‘a Ericrity concern ig Ec- aﬁgpreas themgi::hr:iigiméss
osed fajor Gea, Arthit after a forestry mecting - (Mati 5 ) Z
A 2 5 £ : uh 1 oy a
However, due to the limiteq budpet, the authorities were u:c:zhlg io’?m:faviﬂﬂ
besides, the deforestation rate in thu » e, § e e whan

because loeal capitalis's hag BupFGrtE ¢losed forests hag been rising

€d villa pers ¢, cut down trees fop

BE-ll_T.ﬂ,r-_!' illﬂ!’;‘ﬂ_ll B
(e Miang 23—3-%:' Specially in Ubon Ra‘t.gh'bhanjr and Nakorn ey

In this Horth-eastern region,

the elosing

; Vietnap
o oles flecently, Tany had been arpegteqg e:lt.he:ﬂgc;eizﬁirsmaiﬁéll‘mﬁ

livir.{: without the Permisgion of e Ay aun rs
th
- 3 ” thurit:}es or baing Suspected uu:.pliﬂ-

(Banpk ok Hﬂrld&nM?E' Dao Sian 25-4ung) 0 U Ofploel and Khon Kacn
intamﬂtin{r reCent
offiecr disel o AE items of News wag tha
Burd Ram an:;l] E’:Ed ot some 400 Thai People from the g B hig}-l milityy
°R vers detained by the ¢ reas bar‘derlng Surin,

Rouge forces aboyut 30 ki o 18t Party of Thailand ang
] K
cine back aa "apiean up i.cmﬁtsra i Gmbmia; these Thaj Villag:: g v

their g ng, would haye : and, if the d
members of th ’ ¥ did not carry out
EU"L-?EFﬁBut, how reliable 4g this neii; fanilies killed, fBﬂngkﬂk World
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6) The East

- J .27 A T 2o

{ 2 The sitElﬂticn in this region is quite similar to that of
_1:_-1; =.x-=-rt13-n.-_1.st » @speclally to that in the Southern provinces of the Northe
BEast == Buri-Ram, Surin, Sri Sa-kes and Ubon Ratehathani,

On the fifth of, March, nearly 300 villagers were abducted

by a group of Eai-ﬂcral at a border villge in the sensitive district of
Pong Nam Ron, Uhanthaburi, The abduction was the third case of its kind
at the sensitive Thai-Cambodian border in the past two month, The raid

was similar in pattern to two incidents in Buriram and Ubon Ratchathani,
(Nation 7-3-78) There were many conflicting reports &s to who kidnapped
the villagers, Earlier, a report to the Police Department said’ Khmer
Houpe soldiers we.e responsible for the act., However, a subsequent report
from the Chanthaburi provincial poliee said thatthe massive kidnapping might
have been committed by local communist insurgents operating in the province,
(Banpkok Fost 7-3-78), Prime Minister Kriangsak told reporters, after the

iscussion with the National Security Couneil, that the intrusion was
by Thai commnist insurpents who have taken sanctuary inside
and it did not involve the Cambodian Government, Assistant Gover-
hanthaburi alse claimed that few students who hed joined the commun-
insurgents were also seen among the raiders. (Nation 7-3-78) Some
papers suggested to the public that the most effective solution to the
lem is to launch full-gcale operations against all terrorist elements -
r KXhmer Rouge, Khmer Seri, communist Insurgents or the CFT (Naticn

78 quoted from Tewan Siam)

On the 13th of March, four villages in Pony Nam Ron District
were attacked apain, Wanting to take revenge, the villagers armed them-
lves and set up a self-defence frontier with the help of the povermments
a0 Siam, Sieng Puanz Chon 15-3-78), Mr, Upadith, Foreign Minister, told

1

he press that "Siem Orpanization®, which he said was a group of Cambodians
ying to overthrow the present Cembodian government, was behind the ineident,
Deily Times 9-3-78) Bub, Prime Minister Kriangsek stressed that "Siem
resnization” is a branch of the Thai Communist Perty; and its main function
is to train abducted villagers and left wing students te carry ocut subversion
in Thailand, (Matichon 24 snd 25-4-78)

On the 15 th of April, a police superintendent of Trat Province
a province well-knowrfor its gem mining, was killed along with four others
in an ambush; it was said to be the worst single terrorist attack in this
province (Nation, Bangkok Post, Daily News, Thai Rath 16-4~78)., It should
be noted that there had never been a sericus incident in this provinece before;
and this inecident occcurred after the government anncuced certain areas to be
sensitive areas ond moved out the local villagers. (Daily News 17-4~78)
The poliee chief and Trat Governor confirmed thet the ambush was carried cut
by loeal terrorists "as there is no evidence indicating that the Khmer Houge
are responsible”, (Bangkok Fost 17-4-78) :

Security measures were strengthened along the Thai-Cambodian
horder in the North-Zast and the East, an increased number of marine forces
were despatehed to help track down the intruders, and Border Patrol Folice
and Villa ge Deferice Volunteer will be built up to full-scale within a month,
declared Prime Minister Kriangsak (Siam Rath, Matichon 25-4-78) And the
National Security Council agreed to let the Army have full control over all
the operations spainst communist insurcents in all resions, (Matichon

18478 )

(
A
(
0

Deputy Scerctary General of theNational Security Council s?&ted ;
that since the armed authorities carried out more severe suppression against
the terrorists, the terrorists . reacted much more violently than ever.

(Matichon 17-4-78)
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Secretary to the Royal Thai Army, Col ViChitﬂE:mW'"'ﬂ‘E: ‘u]"diﬂ
in his summary report on the general situation in the Thai .Lﬂ;tufnn;c;i‘fﬁr,
especially in Aranyaprathet, that "Small groups of intruder e % rom Lambodia
continued to launch brief forays into Thal border areas, and to plant land.
mines, The mumber of incidents of arbitrary shelling across the btorder by
gunners on the Cambodlan side was increasing", (Naticn 16-4-78) LA Series
of mortar shells were directed into Aranyaprathet district town on the 1st .
17th and 29th of April, Many berder villages were attacked as well, The
road between Klong ILuek and Aranyaprathet was reported closed to civillian
traffic, In the latest incident of this kind, on 29th of April » 2 major
rocket and prenade attack was launched against all Thai border villa .- in
Aranyaprathet, and a barrage of rockets was also unleashed into the central
township., The attack had forced all shops to close and sent hundreds of
fripghtened inhabitants moving out to safer places in Watthana Nakhen Distriot
a?:i even to Ba?ggmk, 300 kilometres away,

7) The Scuth (4

Communist insurgents still hold eonsiderable influence" over
the populace in slx gouthern provinces Surat Thani, Nakhon Sri Thamarat ,
Trang, Ppattalung, Satun and part of Songkhla; they are extending their
influence through politieal as well as military operations., Previ ously,
the Communist strength in the Scuth was estimated ot 1,800 strong. liow
the figure has risen to 2,000; not ineluding some 500 students yho abandoned
their normal life to join the Communist movement after the Oct 6, 1976
ﬁl‘ﬁiﬂﬁmh ;:id I?gh gfrr?ls?ardnhai Suksri, Chief-of-Staff of the Fourth

=gion, on y

However, the sity : 2 A A

Pongaskd satd the ride in tneurpmny e ret THANL is frioved,  Gen,

geney in the other provinces was the
result of extensive suppression by Government troops in Surat Thani +}
insurpents there fleeins to nei hbourd S e g,
Surab-thanis It yas said iha Fidouring provinces, (Bangkok World 14-4-78)
the authority, ang someleven Enzn;}*ﬂ Sﬂ”’?‘u”i*’*“t iisurgents had surrendered to
(Daily News 5-4=78) “eeived g1TYE from the provineial governor

Petchaburi: There wore 8150 few cases of ambushes in"this southern orovince

which ig very eloae tq Bangkok, For example, on 1lth of "ipril F. 1_”1;1 o
1% . ] — ik bk -

;:;;ég gﬁfji:ﬁ;‘fi :}éfmwmr’ta_&m‘:’usm‘i & police patrol unit in Nong-
tE:E‘ (Dao Siam_l.’r;&;'?é}_ng T Peoe otiger and ong village defence volun-
I

b:  (Ban Muang 2.3_9
di I B v 8} Tha Fg‘urth T ion Canagra
Ecﬁsggamt G‘;m] St insurcents and Landits operatggmingsﬁs;{*ﬁ:?? 1«.;111
bnrdar-lmﬂmﬁéwem HurﬂkflgnhﬁﬁﬂiiTmhaipfmp}tlur Ne-hon sines thesc ﬂrm.; j{ Ehe
{4 - “rat and its nEithDuI‘iﬂ'-' rovinees Kra-
phur Chawang mh;niéc Yoreover, due t, the mining business Erp;g“ Socn™" hr,’._m_
iz the ares which hﬂgme an outlawed apeq once again, wharéas .:Lﬁ-m]""l'r:T'l,!.'I;"-.'"VPr.'i
Sieng Puang Ghon Benpigﬂp P::Enﬁ_n;tf%gﬂted by the Governmont 'ﬁ_ji':‘r:in,'.!'” :
3 5 i ‘:1 L] = LB lly
of 507 o e Berines vore k1110q 054 81 ofhare iﬁfﬁz’: i df—"rt,i}l e
: unded when a ban
Tucks while the were on
oot to brin g vHey we
Ban.gkgﬁ PH"I“*E Ching Mountain in Nopbitanm Eu’f!;f;i:? Y & mrine unit at the
©8%, Nation and Tayopn Sian 9.3.7g) rict, (Ban Muang 11.3.78,
t
Patrol trip g I:meg Ching Mountain in Tha Sala

and 14 others wounded
ad by communigt insurgents . s
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Sieng Rars, Ban Muang 11-3-78) An unknown mumber of cemmunist insurgents
attacked a police kiosk in Tha Sala, a policemean was wounded and a communist
_-]_;:_}.u[‘-'E'nt killed.

Siepg Puang.Chon 12-3-78) Pradith Fun-saen who was seid to be a communist
ader, when arrested said that the present communist leader in Nakhon Si
marat is Mr. Smarn Leurd-wong-hud, ex-president of Thammasat Student
nization; he added that Smarn bought the local villagers to join the
comminist group at the price of 2,000 baht per family.

(Metiechon 29-3-78) A seven hour curfew was imposed on villagers living

n various tambons in Tha-sala, Lan-sks District and Phrom-kiri Sub-district,
(Panckok Post 16-4=78) A former communist who had justbeen released to jein
his family over a weeck ago after completing a re-orientation course was shot
dead in front of his wife and family members at their house in ‘hz Sala Dis-
(Ranckok World 18-4-78) Four wvillape defence volunteers were shot dead,
while o sehool teacher was spared his life by the commmist insurgents .when
they recognised that he was not a defence volunteer, :

Satun: & very big news in this southern province was that on the first of

Arril, Colonel Saokoom Iemjaruen was killed by an unknown mmber of communist
insurcents in "Kao-Darl" while he ‘drove his car on the way to examine a

i body of an insurcent, (Siem Rath, Sieng Puang Chon, Metichon, Dao Siam,
i-Rath 3-4-~78) A strong and appressive measure in revenge of Colonel

m's case will be taken by the Fourth Army Regien (Thai Rath 4-4-78)
pabis  (Deily Time 10-4=78) Three men were spared their lives by a group

f communist insurrents after they were recognized as not being policemen,

1t wes reported that the leader of the group ecried in regret. that his men
injured these three men in mistake; he also asked the driver of a passing
bus totake these injured to the hcapltal,

L reliable source reported that at present the communist in-
surpents under CPT, had spread widely their influence over the southern
popilace, eovering almost all the southern provinces, Besides military
and peychological cperation, they lad built up "1iberation culture" which
wis aoid to be compatible with the culture of the southern populace.,

The South (B)

The Pattani United Iiberation Organization (FULO), & separa-
1ist movement established a fewyears ago, was said to be most active in
Patteni, Yala, Nra-thiwt and Satun, especially along the seam of these

four southern provinees, The PULO, obvicusly, operated much more AgEre=

ssively after Thai and Malaysian governments agreed to have joint opersations,

It's main recent activities as known to the publie are to continuously

attenpt various aects of :subotage, and to distribute snti-povernment leaflets,
On 10th of Mareh, four people accused of planting bombs in

n ceremony presided by the King in Yala were sent to court, (Dzily Times

G-3=78) :

On 31 st of March, a bomb in a Bangkok - Haad ¥Yai express
train &t the Hua Ium Fong Railway Station exploded; and four passengers
were injured., A stack of anti-government leaflets, signed "Black Decem=
ber" was found; the leaflets demanded that 1) stop teaching Thai language
in the southern primary schools 2) recognise Islamic religious tenchers
and preachers as government officials 3) employ only mslim eivil servants
in Pattani and recruit' Muslim pradustes to £ill offiecial positions in the
southern provinces 4) provide employpent to Muslim in Fattani 5) stop
suppressing and using violence acainst people in Pattani, (Siam Rath 1-4-78)
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On 11th of April, four perasons wers killed and 41 cthers
were wounded when a hand grenade was hurled onto & "ramwong" stare ot
& fair attended by hundreds of people in Yarang District of Fattoni,
Folice said that every time Thei-Muslim people co-organize a fair, they

always received trouble, (Bangkok Post 12-4-78)

The autheorities had Jaunched a suppression operaticn ca]j—
ed "Tan Yong" Plan, since mid-April, after realizing that more ani rorg
villagers had joined the southern guerrillas and separatists in lra-thivat

Theplan was operated by a newly establishedunity comprisingabout 500
personnel from the Provineial Folice Commission, the Special Operati:
Unit, the Marine Unit and volunteers, Sophisticated weapons ineluding
armoured personnel carriers had also beenprovided to the unit for sup Ie-
ssicn and launching psychological warfare, (Mation 21-4=-78) i
The South (C)

Thﬂ ﬂmnist- Fﬂ.rtl}r ﬂf Phla i& GHI ha bheoas 6l rnmes
the Thai-Malayeia border on the Thai sideyia. 1(n Bitcn? éfi (3ot of Yaln
Hﬂenﬁ District of Nra-thiwat and Sa-dao District of Sofigkl‘lﬂ- Bovavorssi
the “oreign Committes of Thai Government used to say tl_-mt ‘c;} 1'1r-:. et
& threat to national security,CRd always triedto avoid clas :i et
Tim.i h:rmed authorities; but whenever the Malaysian troops jniﬂ"_ with
clashes occurred, In th : = RIDAL0G, -BeVare
seldon found (Tawon Mai ;ﬁiﬁg}mﬂaated by Thai Commnists, CPM were -

Due to ‘the ext
however, bad converted She Jifﬁ zii_g:}t;;wénng policy, ex PM. Thanin Krai-vixien,
tries to help set up a joint militar . andpersuaded all ASEAN cou
bqrder. {}htiﬁhﬂn Ry J ﬂperatl[]ﬂ ﬂ-lﬂng?, thf: Tl"'EL"_—14.,.J avoian
Thai 17-3-78) The Central Information Unit of the Rova?

£ Arny informed the press that GPM hag b 9 .0f the Roya
often harassed the officials working in th een very active in Yala and
Lang of the provinee, Moreover GPEi al e it o Budt in By Beng
’ 80 gave military training to

e

- ¥y

Thai Communi

of ﬁ&:[{ Pr‘“:;mi:sﬁlf‘g&?::ei:l“e r:Eion. (Dac Siam 254e78) . ‘The Governca

th Y said in n Lot X ITI A __,._..__: ~
e southern Provinces received trainin?frci :Ll:tm;?-{l Thai terrorists <n

m TR i
the joint I'h&i-bhla:rsian operations, no matter whather

they are Big 54
E ar - T‘ﬁlsm l &lﬂ 2’ ﬂPerﬂtiﬂn S&h&yﬂhem b 410 wrﬂ,_,_

men:':md Swerdi, had compelled CPM to be more at enmity with Thes
In ¥arch, a Thai-talaysian joint exercise was lauch:
: c;miﬂatiﬂnﬂ and all nv'-ergt:-—r:.—::ﬁ.j
z hPfat 4=3-78, 10.3.78) On .-'1{*.;1:1-
e1d & meeting in Kuala Tummur to die
operation apainst cqmr:u'-i'-‘4“:.'-":'“1‘;-1"“_“—
Ts Many southern local nzr'ﬂt""‘f'._n

e

t_e rlcreat new enems as and
i peopler, (ie, Trai-Hr:ni[]h_.-i: 1 m

r €l eVery where
of Thailand Was sighteq ° 0 Surat-thani; end recently
v+ (Nation 17~4=~78 quoteq fing‘?i:;::nrhlglf -1 ;hu :iik !
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8) The North
The attacks in this region mostly came from the commnist insur-
gents' opposition to the road construction, Since January-February last

year there had nearly 80 attacks by the insurgents; during January-February
this year alone, the road construction units were attacked over 40 times,

Llmost 21l contractors of the road construction in Chieng-rai, Fa-yao,

Phetchaboon, Luei and Tak Province were private companies (Matichon

Ly o]
L

Nan,
17-3-

It was said that at least 42 persons of the road construction unit
have been kille@ since the Last January, (Thai Rath 23-3-78, Nati on 7-3-78)

(n March 6th, a combinated force of Border Patrol Folice, military
and specinl action forces (Red Gaur and Thai defence volunteers) were ambushed
t bend of communist insurgents at kilometre no. 58 on the Mae Sod - Umpang
; ik Province while they were returning from providing security for
workers (Banrkok Post 9=3-72)

Over twenty died in fierce gunbattles, during the first week of
April, between the government forces and the communist insurgents in the
mountaincus area of Bann Sonp Kaew in Wang Pa District of Chieng Rai., The
CFT insurgents blew up several vehicles of the road construction company,
and also killed workers and security ruards, (Bangkok World 13-4-78)

Three communist insurcente were killed in a clash between a Special
Letion forece Unit and an unknown pumber of communist insurgents in Mae
Charim, (Bangkok Post 17-4~78)

Sevenpovernment and village defence troopers were seriously wounded
in two separate communist attacks in Phetchaboon (Bangkok Post 9-4-=78)

Lt present the ISOC has a pelicy to employ hill-tribesmen %o pro-
tect the ' noad construction units in replacement of the protection units
eurrently employed, (Daily Times 5-3-78)

Si% hill-tribesmen in Fhetechahoon were killed by conmmist insur-
gents, (Dac Siam 9=3-=78)

Several wvillapers in Kumpsengpech Frovince were killed and injured
by Meo hill-tribesmen who wers cccuscd of being & group linked with Thai

Lo G

comnunist insurgents (Siam Rath 28-3-78)°
Five policemen were killed in an ambush by over 50 communist

insurprents, while they were on their way fo follow 2 trucks carrying rations
and 12 midled students into the commnist infested area of Fhetchaboon

Frovince (Dao Siam 5=li=T8)

The povernment will send planes over jungles of the border region
of Loei-Phetchaboon - Thitsanulck provinces to drop "safe conduct" passes
to some 100 misled students who fled into the jungle after the Octcber 6,
1976 bloody coup. (Bangkok Post 2-3-78)

)

o

g The Central

Though there was only a small plece of news concerning the attack
of the communist insurgents, it was of great importance since the incident
was the Uthai-thani, a province which is only 307 lm. from Bangkok.

On March 24, a police bzse at Ben Mai Village in Klong Wa, Bann
Rai Distriet of the province was attacked by a group of 20-odd communist
insurgents, Two policemen and a young man were killed, two drivers injured.

(Thai Rath, Tawon Siam 25-3-78)
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