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IRTRODUCTION

The period covered by this report has been a sad one for all
those concerned with promoting greater human rights and justice in the
country, for in almost every area signs of inereasing repression and in-
justice are beginning to reappear, Ordinary peasants and workers are
asain being arrested in significent numbers outside the sensitive areas;
large mumbers of people are being swmmarily sentenced under article 27 of
+he interim constitution; workers are being forced to accept reductions
in their real earnings; and newspapers are again being closed, and also :
are being "requested" not to print stories on certain matters, Priuie
Minister Kriengsak, in reply to the fAmnesty International May-June ganpaign
n Thailand stated that "national security comes first" and is more impor-
nt than human rights. Though we would not chgllenge the importance of
ational security, we would like to ask the Prime Minister who is the nation?
- the 44 million Thais, most of whom are workers and.famers living in constent
debt on the borderline of ebsclute poverty; or the military, business and
buresucretic elite numbering a few hundred thousand:living a life of luxury
on the fruits of corruption (according to.the chairman of the anti-corruption
committee one third of the government budget goes in corruption of one kind
or ancther) and other ill gothben gains. . v '

This repcrt as usual is divided into four parts. In Part (One, we
contimue the story of the arrested CGRS workers, who were on June 14th again
remanded on bail (of QE,DU{} gach) until the case is ready to be heard. Thanks
to all the efforts of overseas friends, it seems likely that the serious
charges of threatenning the internal and external security of the state, and
communists will eventually be dropped, leaving only the charge on Sukhon (of
having too.many medicines). .

The trial of the Bangkok 1& continues to proceed &t a ‘#nail's pace,
with most of the hearings taken up either with theoretical discussions ofl
communigm, or with circumstantial evidence from police who were probably
irvolved in the attack (e.g. Pol, Lt. Ares, the sixth prosecution witness
plaimed that he went into Thammasat with a Thai flag in oner hand and a gun
in the other "bo negotiate with the students"). There has also been continuous
discussion of how to speed up the trial hearings. Both presecution and defence
apree there should be two hearings a'week, with the defence suggesting Mondey,
Fridey, Saturday or Sundey for the second hegring, and the prosecution proposing
Tuesday or Wednesday when most defence lawyers are tied up with other cases.
Bureacratic ripidities are still preventing ordinary humanity from being shown
to the defendents with the latest case being the inability of Prepon to attend
his father's cremation, -

With this and most other trials the sympathy of the Judges for the
prosecution is far tooc apparent, This was most obvious during cross examination
of the final prosecution witness in the Boonchart case, when only after a very
big fight was the defence lawyer allowed to get a direct enswer to his question
of whether the person being hung in the drama at Thammant-':ns'-'h'e&rirjg an
ordinary soldiers uniform, or one that might be worn by the ecrown prince. n
the end the witness was forced to accept that the former was true.

With most other political trisls (except with that of Supap and his
friends vhich drags on week after week, with each witness repeating the"evidence"
of the previous witness), there are more postponements than hearings, For
example with the Udom Fka-lkrong group (who have been in jail for more than 2
vears already) there have been no hearings during the past two months, and the

next hearing will not take place until August.
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: : 4 tinue to sue for habeas corpus
e T soclje;yﬂgﬂf?ﬂi::rg&;;; 1ost because of the inf 1}.‘.;‘:]’](‘:(}’
o g ne ramﬁszaf-zleasedngetainees gue for damages, again with more
of the governor. Aty :
B t'irli EEEE? gr:r:hﬁh{le, we 15:1uae some s?mizjll:frﬂfoisi;?_ﬂ; i Lt{tfzng
political priscners to gi}ratsig readers an idea o on
e thairP:?ﬁp?;wgwofﬂ:;isuraph;t starts Dfli;i with :tigzcizi T{‘;ﬁ:; -r.-( tlm_-l
ce J 2 -lnterna
Karom_xyathﬂp {E:d;mmg::;ﬂngr {‘;I!gﬁ?fﬂg:pr:iintngut that these eentres infringe
ﬁ;iﬂﬁiﬁﬁn rights in severasl important respects, esp:;l?itnt .‘.::.st
detainees ere not surrendered commnists (which is the _LJ_:BE;' o Mobvdes o .
of the centres), but ordinary villagers who ere forced to "vo Lun*_:_,,:J y"
undergo detention (without charge annfh:ithuut triel) and reeducati on, which
ion for many mo: .
KL NMtT;: :fézzﬂ to which aiticle 27 of the interim ccnstituti-::l (the
cateh-all article which is included in all military drafted c-:-nstitu:i:i:sl
is being used is also causing concern, In a pericd of just over a "]r th
30 people have been summarilly sentenced, ineluding one to death y and mogt
other to long years imprisomment, In one memorable day 18 people were
sentenced, This sentencing carried out by the P.M.,with the advice of a
speeial 3 man committee, the cabinet, and the National Policy Couneil,
takes place merely on the basis of the police report, in a few minutes
between other important matters of state, The defendents are not h ard,
nor aretheir interests represented by any one; and they have no right tc
appeal. Up to now article 27 has cnly been used to punnish people alleged
to have committed economic on social crimes,
Local poliee and government officials contimue to misuse their
power in similar ways to those described in previous reports, The most
notoricus case during the past two months was the attack by the police on a
boatload of Vietnamese refugees, which included E8ng raping of the women on
board, and robbery, Other case are reported from different parts of the

iffering treatment, For “T on
read news-
_ cut by the prison governor, and on
the other hand Supap and his friends are receiving cooperation frcr_’;:r-is:n
officials in establishing a prigon library,

We are becoming worried by the fact that the rate of arrests (par-
ticularly outside Bangkck) of pecple who challenge in one way or another in-
fluential Peaple seems to be inereasi T

dence to s and also by the fact that there seens to be some evi-

b : 8g3in beginning to be arrested
OT newspapers bein informed, Det 1ls of arrests
over the last tys months are included in aeeticgm 28 of Part Tii.q i

untry we continge to draw attention to the
nb48 communist Suppression

campaigns are producing, It that, Very often the govern
: puUve L Ll

ment does not, keop its word W
but after their surrender th A e o msts,
& i i
e Bt iy 0 starts to take oriminal proceedings apainst
a
llows a total of 480 days of N, surrendered "communists”

enting for theip rights, seem to be abls o be
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The povernment seems; after the May Day fiasco, where only 500
workers turned up at the officially sponsored celebrations to listen to the
p.M.; to have abandoned its attempts to woo the workers, During the past

two monthe many retrogressive steps (reported in section 4 of Part Two) have
peen taken ineluding trying to delay and reduce the proposed new minimum wege
of 33 baht; making workers work about five extra days a year for nothing by
cancelling holidays "inlieu" of public holidays that fall on S8aturdays or
Gundays; changing illegally conditions of employment; banning wage increases
or increases in other benefits for all workers who have had any increase

eince 1975; arresting workers etc ete, What the motives behind these moves

to antagonise the workers is not clear, but what is clear is that these govern-
sent moves have produced a new unity in the union movement, since even "stooge"
labour federations find it necessary to lodge protests against these moves,

The F.M.'s honeymocn with the press now seems over, with newspapers
again for the first time since Thanin's overthrew being closed, or warned.

For example after the big communist attacks all over the country on the 7th
and 8th of June, the P.M, "suggested" that such attacks should not be made
into big news., Similarly he "requested" that newspapers not report on the
activities of the PULO (Pattani United Liberation Organisation), Altogether
there is & @erious indication that the government is beginning again to tighten
+he serews on the press, by threats, actions agalnst particular journalists eor
editors, and other legal end 1llegal measures at its disposal.

In Part Three of the report we discuss the activities of CGRS, and
other human rights organisations, CGRS itself, despite continued harassment
by the authorities continues to expand its activities, For example it spear-
headed the internal aspects of the May/June Amnesty International campaign on
Thailand, producing and widely distributing a leaflet describing Al's activities
and publicizing the world wide campaign. In addition it has been more active
in trying to cobtain legal assistance for political prisocners up-country, and
hag published & book on the Om Noi case and the rights of workers, FPerhaps most
significant of all its actlvities during the past two months was the organisation
of a training programme for non-violent action. This two week programme had
about 100 people participating at one time or another and can be considered as
the first step in an attempt to establish a non-violent force in the country.

In anddition to CCRS other groups continue to press for increased
human rights and justice, Most notable and effective are the courageocus group
of lawyers who not only are prepared at great personal sacrifice to defend lage
numbers of political cases, but also to speak out for greater justice, Cne of
the Leaders of this group, Mr. Thongbai Thongpao (who himself was a politieal
priscner for 7 years) went on a six week world speaking tour, timed to coincide
with the AT campaign, which was extremely effective in focusing attenticn cn
the human rights situation in Thailend,

As usual in the Fourth Part of this report we briefly sumparise the
news ns it reletes to the general political gituation, human rights, and labour,

Tn conclusion it can be said that despite increasing governmental
repression, injustice, and polarisation, those who believe in the importance

of eresting a more just and humane society through non-violent means are still
able (with harassment of course) to organise openly, and to continue and expand
their struggle. For the first time in years the labour movement is united, and
for the first time ever the foundations for a non-violent third force, encom-
pussing a wide range of groups, are being laid. Thus though the road ahead

is likel‘; to beeome more fraught with danger and obstacles, those on the road
thing is Alear in all our

are inereasing in mumber, strength and unity, Onoe :
minds, and that is that a more just and peaceful society will not appear by
itself, tut only through the strugpgle and self sacrifice of hundreds, thousands

and more people., We are prepared for this long and arducus struggle.
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Thanks to the contimued support from our ovarscasi friends, a .
despite pressures from variocus pDJ_ica_a officials, uhgn Chaiwat o F_‘;":-!:r_i_':-h‘f?tl‘i,
Sukhon Thantakeyoon, and Boontham Chindawong. appeared b&fc-f'u bhe military

court of Nakorn Sri Thammaraj on June 14th bail at $5,000 uﬂch= was oxtended
until the case is taken to court (which should be in not more than 180 days),
At the time of the court hearings, Pol.Captain Ponpet made t he romari: that he

had gompleted his enquiries, and did not think that there was sufficient

evidence to press the serious chargés of communism, and activiﬁ_ti:::* threatene
ning the internal and external security of the state, Thus if his superiors
support his opinion, only Sukhon Tantakeyoon is likely to be prosecuted for
having too many pills (he is asthmatic and was arrested with more than the

allowed number-100- of anti asthm pills) in a sensitive area, This offence
darriesa maximum sentence of a 10,000 Baht fine and 2 years imprisonment,
However throughout the period covered by this report it seems

~ that Chalart Saengchuto has continued £0 do his best to "help" the police

investigator find the Hecessary evidence to prosecute on the more sc ricus
charges, (Pol,Col, Chalart Saenschuto is deputy commander of the special
branch, and hes been active in trying to "find commmists! in religious
orgenizations, expecially CGRS)

For example at the end of Aprdl Chelart contacted Chaiwat and =
him to go south with him, Chaiwst refused, but asked Chalart to investiga
the case of Pralon Kaewsuwon, who surrendered himself to the pol ice following
& government amnesty offer, and wms then charged with many serious crimes,
(See details of this case in section 34 of part two of this report )

Since (GRS has been helping Pralom for some time, on 13th Ma

c m

@ 5

Police Capt Ponpet interrogated Pralom about Chaiwat, and cn 20th May Chalart
took Pralom to see the Deputy Govenor of Fakorn Sri Thammaraj to try to pet
M o confess to being a communist, so this fact could be used as gvidence

against the cﬁﬁ:ﬂ:‘gers. Fralom refused to make the confession

then tried to persuade the military court T'r;“:nuﬂ" ISOC)
to withdraw the bail, but the head of the court fwhofinf DI‘I.’.".‘..':dE us of this fact)
refused and gaid that it was his duty to j Y

On 10th of June & eable requesting that all chi-lrgeﬁ- be ‘er i was
eodved wide publicity in English and
Many other letters and esbles

On the 23 rg June we contacted the g

that the po1iee investigator had alpes pecial branch, and discovered

dy sent his report to the chief of the
« The chief agresd that it was likely
»,8nd becauge of all the foreign pressures

uly we 8gain contacted Pol Major

Mer special branch commander), he
o0 - either e get some very high

elpful ag Pessible, Aftor he had discussed
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1evel ::f‘f:iciﬂl to intervene (such as the army commander Gen Serm Na Nakorn
the fourth army commander, or the Deputy Ministry of Interior) by writing »
a private letter to the Director General of Police; or ISCC will have to
make a political decision, whilst the Police Department contimues to
prepare for the prosecution in the Military Court,

The file of Sukhon has already been sent to the Director Geperal
of the police department and soon, as we have no influence at the recon-
mended high levels of government, it will be sent back to Ban Na San for
prosectution. Thus in conclusion, unless ISOC decides not to prosecute for
p-:liticul reasons, it seems likely that Sukhon will be charged with having
too many enti-asthma pills, in order to save t he face of all those involved
in the arrest and following proceedings, and in order to do as much damage
as possible to CGRS,

We are however much more hopeful than ever before, because it seems
that thanks to your tremendous help, the most serious charges will sometime
he officially dropped, leaving Chajiwat and Boontham completely free, With
your continued assistance we still feel that there is o chance, that at the
best, charges will be dropped also against Sukhon, and at the worst he will
get o very light sentence, We will inform you when we require your further
assistance., As we mentiommed in our first report on this case it is impossible
for anyone to know all the various regulations in a particular sensitive
area, or even to know when one is in a such an area, thus the fact that an
asthmatic had more anti-asthma pills than allowed by a two year old military
order cannot really be considered to be a serious crime.

This case, is to us a living exanple of the effectiveness of a well
coordinated internal, and international campaign in overcoming unjustified
politically motivated arrests, Let us hope that in future we can continue to
work topether for the release of the hundreds of unknown people still
festering in Thal prisons on similar charges as faced by the CGRS workers
and with a eimilar leck of evidence.




Boonchart was arrested during the October 6th, 1976 inci lent,, wag
released,and then a few weeks later wes rearrested and chargud_:fit}; lesa
Majeste, The first trial hearing started on May 30th, 1977, There were 19
prosgcution witnesses against him but 7 of them were dropped, _ll*:u final (12 th)
prosecution witness gave his evidence on May 18th, 1978, The first n aring of
the defense witness is scheduled for July 21 st, 1978,

Aprdl 14th, 1978: The trial was postponed to May 18th,
May 18th, 1978: Pol,Col, Sa-nga Duang-amporn
e (12th and last prosecution witness)

Prosecutors The witness is the investigator who is responsible for thig
case, He told the court that the defendant Boonchart acted as the hangman
of another student {ﬂpinan} who locked just like the Crown Princc i ,!-,-'_-,-__..‘,.ﬂ-]r

when FPol,Col,8a~nga, during his first investigations showed Boonchart/i cture

my

of the hanging scene, Boonchart denied being the one in the picture, The

witness also emphasized that during the investigations there were many wite
nesses and many films and pictures from various newspapera supporting the
prosecution casge,

Crosg-oxamination: The defence lawyer let the witness and the judge scc the

defence document No,13 in which the defendant accepted that he was the hangman
a8 shown in the picture, Finally, the witness accepted that in fact he heard
about Boonchart's denial from a teacher at the Civil Aviation Treining Center
where Boonchart used to study not from Boonchapt hinself, i

. The witness accepted t arrcgated cther
defendants in this case andthey all seid i’ﬁﬁthfh?ﬁlifﬁainéui fff}’['..f? to satirite
the hanging of two workers at Nekornpathom, that its PUrDoSe was to Brod £REN
first year students to stop doing their examinationg 1:51:15;‘J joih“:h:‘- 'v*v
tion), that the play was performed by the theape. BH o Mamnsart Univore
arers p, Y the National Student Conter of Thailsng. oo B T
arrest Boonchart wag detained Separately from 'Suthm;ﬂ;; F T: o ﬂf : oA
gave similar dilpusit. iom}. group and yet they

In the 1 .
Like the Crown Pring, mﬁ?ﬁfciﬁiﬂﬁ“&?ﬁeiﬁ;ﬂﬂ“”? e o T
clothes which he 48, A3 for Apinanls
that in fact his mg“ﬁ&%i;ﬁf s ohe defence layyer tried to point out
clnthing: not to those worn by the Ermrap:imila.r e B Y =oldierts
with the Witness, vho aften Bty own Prince, After big argument; both
Vo Anpasetl 1088 and refuss to sacoph i syl 1oBically, stil tricd
who apparently (as usual) was on thﬂ":%:L h‘: truth; and alsg with the judge
rowyer's sharp question 1) the por the lavyes g tr16d to stop the
me; the lawyer finally got the witness to

accept that in-fact Apinant to
uniforn, P 8 elothing lookeq Just like an ordinary scldier's

2 %
&Y Quartempnstors Divis ko
Eﬂm 2lon of tha Boval Thaj j‘,.rp-.v__ Hnnthah;ri

arrest of 3,145 student T with the f y
Oct 6th 1976, ang the % workers, and members of the geneszispzﬁigfqtgnth“
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tic goﬂ:furnez‘umt- Of this original number 18 students and workers were picked

(zany it appears at random) as victims and charged with up to 9 serious
offences ranging from Lese Majeste, to killing government officials., The
triil sts:l‘teq at the end of fAugust 1977, lawyers were permitted in November
1977, and the hearings proper did not start until January 1978,

" Because of the wide public, media, and werld interest in
this r::q.su-, the hearings were moved to an inconvenient location 25 lms from
Bangkok, ELL"h'..l iwur:,':attempt possible was made to reduce interest in the case.
The Ll‘”;-.'r'JII‘E:trlcELl_ evidence of the fourth prosecution witness, Prasit Chaithong-
pan was one such attempt,

Even now those who enter the courtroom are not allowed to
take notes of the prcceedings, and those who listen ocutside can often not
hear the proceedings clearly. '

May 4th, 1978

Fourth Prosecutiopn Witmesss Prasit Chaithongpan (continued)
Cross—examination: The witness élaimed that there are 2 types for dictator-
ship; one is communist and is a dictatorship both in form and content, and
the other type is more democratic as the dictatorship'is only in form, but
there is democracy in the content, A dictatorship means that someone or some
group has power to rule over the country, It is the relative freedom of
expression and politieal beliefs which differentiate the two forms of dicte-

torship.

The words "democracy!, "liberation®, "eapitalism",
Ngoecialism", and "Communism" are used both as political and as economic
torms, The witness then went on to give & rather theoretical and confusing
description of the meanings of these terms, which had little 1f anything
to do with the case, Basically he claimed that capitalism was democratie,
helped the people and was just,wbilat focialism involved sll power and
property belohging to the party, the royal institution being overthrown,
and the foreing of -everyone to work hard,

The defence lawyer then asked about the right of labourers,
The witness replied that these rights depend on the ruling regime and the
economy of each country, Thailend has various labour laws to protect labourers,
Lebourers have the right to appeal for higher wages where the old wages are
too low to support a reseanoble level of life, But at present the decree no,
95 of MARC forbids strikes, This decree is to 1imit the lahourers! rights
just temporarily according to the witness,. However the defence lawyer said
that this "temporarily" could be for many years, :

Sahni Samrej is still alive and works in a private company,
He finished prathom 4. The witness thought that he was a communist beocause
he said he had. been trained in Hanoi, and he also spoke commnist jargon,
He said there are two kinds of communists, The first conzist of a group
persons who claim to be communists, but they still try to get their own
advantages., Such. persons are not real conmunigts.’ The other ones are the
real communists with fixed ideals. They don't search for personal advantage,
authority or wealth, The witness only knows about guerilla tacties from
Sahai Samrej, &'nce books about communism are banned. The communists are
afraid of military dictatorship because it is an obstacle to their movement,
on the other hand, the general publie don't fear such a dictatorship.

wf

May 9th, 1978 _
Fourth Prosecution Witpess: Prasit Chalthongpan (continued)

Cross-examinations It is the duty of any government to look after the interests
of the 43 million Thais, the vast majority of whom are farmers and labourers,
If the government looks after the interests of a minority, it is often called

e I
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ctat rg hip‘

P is not

' b2 A $10e sm always like i
: . People who den't like communi : orshi
;"'ﬂmgi’fhﬂ “-Wpiﬂ“ti”m G gy ;cgj{:i::;lr brapey
Megal. b dencnstretion without any gubs, .. er trarfyg
ﬂaﬁ; does not have an intention of owerthrowing the government 1s not ap
illegal dwtm;;em ﬁeating at T.U. on 6th Dcftn:ar 19‘?5 was Tganized to
k25 il nd Thanom out of the country and
mappaqlw a:: E‘lﬁ tE:viabom*:rzoa:Bmkﬁmprathom as quickly as P—FEJ“‘—"*{ Ihanom
1art§hau"'ana o 14th October 1973, after which the government of Sunys

Thammas ties as these were shown t have

; akdi legelly confiscated his proper o o]
been obtained ?lle,ga.lly. That meant that Thanom had committed b ences
accﬂﬁding to the law, Therefore the police shn_iu.ld have arr:-:i'r,-_-._a fim when he
returned. The appeal at that tire was not designed to overthrow the . Ve rn-

: i itness it was desipgned toe foree
nt of M.R.Seni Pramoj, but according to the w Epeaghed ;
?EE government to j_]_la'g;l}r drive Thanom out of the country, as '..-U-_l..l A5 wanting

to create trouble for the govermment, Before 6th October lf;'_?{: both Thanom
and Prapass had returned to Thailand, and after protest meetings at hammagat

University, both were forced to leave the country and the zitrj_:ti n :.1.ct;:;¢-*
peaceful again, On the evening of éth October 1976 = group of persons, (not
the people and students who were holding the protest meeting at I .1_.?' selzed
power from the legal government of M,R, Seni Pramoj, The witness didn't know
who shot into 7.U. There were a lot of people killed both in and out of Ty,
Daily Times newspaper published pictures of beating, burning and benging - of
the people and students in T,U. The witness said he had already seen these,

but didn't know where they had happened, He agreed that a person wh
nurders somecne in those fashiong commit a serious erime, but up until now
none of these mirderers has been arrested, The witness said the pictures

from the newspepers could be trug op false, ;

sS=examinations (Suthipong Laccharoen)
¥ Prasit knows the name of 8ir Robert Thor gon vhom is
accepted as a world expert on éoMmunism. Sin Robert claimed that the person
who has the best knowledge and the best understanding about communist ideals
and methods is or wag 4 commnist hinself, The witness claimed he
genber of CPT, and admitted that, he pog 6¥SE been offiedally appointod as a
specielist on communism, The yitpess 8aid he only ney about communism from &

CID , and from Papers of ISOC, He has never
ommarn i i Somimn st government, He admitted that
ac St party is a merely one particulap type of political party,

The defones davyer said thatthe $stice of rectls
who take state powep through & goyp d'etat are th&t“:ﬁ:;:fermdﬂu ol peop

: fnnounce martial lay
- limit, politica] freedom, abs)igp Political parties, and
outlaw meetings o Bore than 5 peop)e
- I<]=Lhang1a the eivil coupt into military court ang hold
: . earings for certain kinds of offences in military courts
. Without 1awyers, &ppeals op petitions,
= make anounceneant g or decress which are used as lasws

Giwit’h;‘:: bhe signatupe of e King
Ven
strangs that , group of Etug:nﬂhﬂructar istics the defence lawyer found it

the Eovernment, , ts conlq be Accused of Plnttingr to overthrow

The witnesg feni.ed that attempts of the government to g et
2 oy I O the communigst attempts at overthrowing

WS not a
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ineiting the people with the book he wrote about the Vietnamese plan for
bperations in Thailand, in which he stated the places, dates and times of
possible actions. The witness replied that he was nob inoiting bhe pedple,
put merely pointirg out danger from the enemies of the country, :

symmary of Fourth Prosecution Witness Bvidence (including evidence given on 18/5/78)
: The fourth prosecution witness, who used up three ﬁll'—dayﬂ
of hearings, was en ardent anti-communist, who claimed to be an expert on

communism) through having met and corrupted (taken to a massage parlour) ocne
commnist defector. The main effect of his disposition, and the cross exami-
nation that followed, was to bore everyone at the court, and reduce even 1
further the nunber of spectators., He produced absolutely no "evidence" related
to the supposed offences of the accused, and showed quite clearly that he was

g biased wilness in slmost every possible way, His only significance -is that
unfortunately his confused thinking almost certainly reflects the thinking of

the prosecution and the governing elite of the country, The overall summary

of his evidence is thatfrom his subjective point of view communist dictator-
shipa are bad, liberal demociacles play into the hands -of the communists, therefore
military dictatorships which prevent liberal democracies are good, Also ecoe
nomically socialism is bad and capitalism is goed,

May 18th, 1978

|
The defence lawyer asked the witness whether he too was
|
I|
‘i

The cross-examination for the fourth prosecution witness -
Mr. Prasit Chaithongpan was finished. (scc above).
Before the trial hearings started, one of the 18 defendants
Mr. Prapopn Wangsriphitak, whose father had died on May 13th, 1978 while he : I
was s+ill in prison, asked permission from the court to atiend the cremation |
ceremony for his father, that would hake place on that day. He asked for =
leave from 9.30 = 11,00 am, to be accompanied by guards from the Correction |
Department, The ccurt did not object but left the decision to the Correction I
Department officials who after some discussion gave the answer that they ‘could 'I
not allow Prapon to go 28 there were not enough offiecials to control him. |
Mr. Orissa Irawanwat another defendant objected that while he suffered the |
wound irn his mouth, only 2-3 guards were enough to take him to hospital, there- i
fore in this case there should not be any problems, Mr, Sutham Saengpratum,
the first defendant who had once unsuccessfully asked for & permission to
attend his mother's funeral said to the court thati now that the defendants
were in court, the judge should have full responsibility for the defendants”
and could meke a decision by himself.
The Correction Department of ;
not decide anything, thaet the defendants should request permission from
the Heand of the Corrections Department., Mr. Suthee Puwapan, the defence
lawyer then left the court to see the Head 6f the Corrections Depsftment.
And by the time heé returned with the permission, it was already 11.00 am., |
last chance to attend the cremation céremony : J
f
d

ficizls claimed that they could

therefore Prapon missed his
of his father.

Mey 25th, 1978

Fifth Prosecution Witness
_PM: 4t precent Pol. : :
company, Police Sergeanti's Sgchool. He had perviously been a subulnspm_;tnr uj:‘

the 3Ird department, C.I.D. inspecting division 5, who had the duty to investigate
nent in politics. In the 6th October cvent,

i to collect news about the meeting at

: Pol. Lt, Watcharindra Heimwanitehkul
Lt. Watcharindra is the comnander of the first

Chinese and other peoples involver
he was ordered to go to investigate anc
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iboon at 9,00 an, on 5th
ornby Pol. Maj, Wicha Chanp e ey, < o
Thmg';:“lﬁ atﬁ;h:gg:t 3 ;11 he went into T.U. by the ‘«‘-1Ub_ oullding and gg,
EE:E t.h;.r& ﬁ;e 3 groups of people meeting in 3 d:}ii"f'e?ent I]’_Q;J the preat
_ ‘and ‘on the football ground where gruﬂm—:d 880 a stage,
bl ot Laftma & group of persons led by Suthanm o S

t expelling Thanom, There were about f_",l:ﬂ_;_‘:[}:_ 3,000 people
:';:::E E%ﬁ?iﬁnﬁ??mﬁ't remember who were the s;.»enkur.:?”. :: "n,
that most of them were students, though there were also a few olvils s,
After collecting news at Thammaset for about 1 hour! he went out by the frong
gate at the Sanam Luang side and went to Wat Boworniwes. ..t Sanan Lus ng,
there was a group of about 100 - 200 people._ They were Cﬁf.'.:.'f'.::.t.-‘_!'_l 7 the
student's drama, Some unknown people gave him a fey hewspapers, including
Dao Siam end Bengkok Posty He saw the pictures of the hanging of the Cp e

Prince from these 2 newspapers,
At first he could not understand Why the Crown Prince s hung,

but later after reading the news he knew that it was only the dram of ths
students at Thammasat, He stayed at Sapam Imang for about 30 minutes, and

then went to Wat Boworn because he heard that a group from NSCT, ‘would go tg
burn down Wat Boworn where Phra Thanom was staying, He brought the 2 newspapers
with him and pave the Bangkck Post to Phra Tansangworn, the abhl ot. He arriveqd
home at about 6,00 pm. took dinner and then listened to the radio, At ahout

10 pm, Yang Kro radie station (a militery station) said that there were more

and more people at and around Thammasat, and later it said that the péocple
who tried to g0 into the university were injured by the shots fired from i
inside,

The witness in civilian clothes went +o Sanam Luang at the o posite
side of the great hall of T.U, He Baw about 1,000 Peéople and thought that
they came to protest the drama of the hanging, These People cursed the N.S.C.T.
At about 11 pn, many thonsands of people were around ang they triedto destroy
the front gate, The witness and gthep policemen tried . Btop them. There
were about 50-60 policemen both 4y Uniform and in civilian olotp, s. While the
peaple were trying to destro;r the front gate, there yme the sound of sh ting

f:-dom inaide the university, 71t sounded like a machipe gun, No one was wounded
ui "0 one outside shot int, the university, Ingide the university g iscussions,
oinging, dram ang Speeches designed to unite the pecple to ny ss the govern-

ment to expel Fira Thanon and to arrest h srara ey o gt |3
at Hﬂkorﬂprz;thﬂm vere &tiil i ng on.ﬂ t L5 mu.rdi..rﬂl‘u of the two LADDUrers

ar llim m- t'hE lﬂrgﬂ ﬂ‘l}mber of Pﬂ‘Uj’.‘-l& ﬂtl SE!’I&J‘.‘ L‘._I-’j.n_' -‘::'i-_‘i
» Every time these People threw themselves
coming from inside, He
he people utgide, At
. At 4.00 8n, the witness went to
o and canmg back to help the People ocutside, At
Wontriwat, | .E.t. 1 U€ Poonnak, po], Sub-Lt, *longkorn and poi, [t Aree
M, 8 pergon WE shot dead, 1t Was said that the man
ets hit 4 PETSONg, but onlv one d4ed
. § L .'.'J_Jr" LHILE Ll LSy
S "
Thammasat,, The NSOT asked the e Shﬁﬂtizfrrgg tzi‘ PUI:'I;."EEI inside
3 : 00 and asked the
Non-violent Protest, Ty, NSCT asyeq e Sl t0 continue their

¢ other policemen went
They DeArly reached the great

oo Bt later there was the sound
Village seouts vent to oy i o1 some Policemen gpg Wounded others, The

thess ran gut of Thamnasat.

- Péople cutside tq 8end in représentas

> -



killed, The witness understood that the shots were fired from the buildi

oaf the Facult.:r,r of Laws, He also considered that this meeting was not a pengceful
and open meeting because it was designed to force the government, In addition
there were shots in the meeting which made some people die

Cross—examination: (Chana Samutrawanitch) i

- 1] -
Then somecne drove e small bus apainst the pate until it broke, and he was
~ He received orders from Pol, Maj, Wicha Chanpiboon on 5th October
1976 to investigate the 6th October case. Before this case he had often bheen
ordered to investiga_ate other student meetings., He always reported in writing
to his F?“ﬁ“{mﬂm‘- He wrote his report on the evening of 6éth October, and :
divided it into 2 papers, one dated 6th Octcber and the other dated on 7th
Octuber, He didn't know vhether they were still kept because a month after
the incident he was tranferred to work at Bangken Police Private School.. |
During the incident the’witness went Bn civilian clothes with 3
other- policemen, He had his own gun, an automatic pfstol colt 1lmm,, with
him but he. didn't use it, He didn't see any acting or any drama of the students
He stayed at Lan Po for about 1 hour, listenning to the speeches. The content ,
of the speeches was to ask the government to expel Thanom, and to arrest the |
murderers of the 2 labourers at Nakornprathom. The speech didn't mention to : |
the Crown Prince, but there were some charts showing the bleod  histery of | ]
the Jueen and the Crown Prince put up in many places, The witness didn't |
take any photographs and didn't report this to his commander because he
considered that this was not illegal, ! '
I
|

observe the events, The witness went to see Phra Thanom beceuse he wanted
to know why the people and the students wanted to expel him. However he di.dn't I
see him because Phra Thanom was sleeping, He only met some C.I.D. officials, I
Lfter thet he went to see Phra Yansangworn, the abbot, The latter asked him
what had happened, He then gave the abbot the Bangkok Post. After being with
the abbot for about 20-30 minutes, he wnnot home,

At home he listened to the programme of Yang Ero radio station until F ,
10 p.m., after hearing that there were some wounded people at Sanam Luang from

|

He then went to Wat Baworn as ordered by his commander in order to ‘

the radio, he drove to the university and saw that the police from Chanasongkram
Police Station were already there, About 11.00 pm, & scund of shooting, like

a shotgun sound, came from the university, The reason for his thinking that it
came from T.U. was that the people would run away from the gate every time the
shots was heard, The witness didn't see the light from the shots, He admitted
that there mipght be some people from cutside the university who had éntered

the university to cause trouble, though there was no evidence of this.

The people who seized puns from the police were a group of young
men outside, not students, The witness was commanded only to investigate the
event, He didn't hear "Stop shooting, please police," from the university,
but he hkeard "Police, please prevent the people from going into the university,
We want to negotiate and struggle peacefully." He also denied hearing such
sentences as, "Please let us take the wounded to the hospitall We want to
get emergency help", "I am an official of Themmasat University, FPlease, police,
stop shooting at the students! They have mo arms, Flease stop shooting!h,

Jupe 1),1%780 ;
Fifth Prosecution yitness: Fol. ILt, Watcharindra Neimwanitehkul

Cross—examination: (continued)
On 6th October, the witness was in the place where the event occured
until 6 pm,, and heard the pleas of the students through an a.mr.'bif‘jfr ?tsking
the police to stop shooting. The police alsc used an amphifier. "Fe Liought
the meeting was an a violent meeting because there were some shots on the 5th
October, He also didn't know whether it had official permission or not.
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The students didn't allow the people to go intf tl?:a Lf;dw 1 L 1" plays
and drama were performed in open places. The ..ru':.aln:,,t _._c'r_n.z ed after a .

rotesting against the students arrived at the r;m:. ztr ;Lti'.. 3o duged
- He admitted that the destruotion of the gate by th Eroup of

uld be considered 2s an invasion, However ':-ht"..' ..u.:_:-,.tf. were

ii;ﬁfﬁe to press the government to expel Thm;:-.-".;‘;::.fi & T the
murderers at Nakornprathom, Nevertheless the ?GFt Euu ob AT that time
gave the right and freedom to hold rmeetings to all people,
Cross-examination: Krik Rewngpai g s PRl :

On the 5th October at noonm, the day he went into T, +» there yug
a meeting et the platform and a discussion at lan Po, Th-.f.t night he wag
not in the university, he wes outside, and went in again at about am, on
éth Octover. The police also held a flag when going into T.U, The witness
spent most of time at the football field and there he met about 100 policemen,
He didn't notice how they dressed, but he himself wee in unifors with a ecap
on his head, He didn't notice whether there were policemen in uniform with
stésl helmets or not, The lawyer let him see the picturcs n o 1=11,

In the picture ng, 2 2 policeman held & weapon which looked like
& basooka which is designed to destroy tanks, On 6th October the policemen
searched everywhere in T.U. ang assembled all the students at t f'ootball
field, and also ordered both boys and girls to take off their shirts as
shown in the pictures no, 9 and 10, The offieials found a lot of weapons
both pistols and rifles, The witness didn't know whether there wvas a memo-

randam about these weapons or not, The students were all frisked, but the
witness didn't know whether liste of the Property taken from the students
were made or not., The witness said that he didn't frisk the students and
never shot any cne either,

Some policemen shot at studﬂnts, but the witness didn't know who
they were and who told then to do that, The chier policemen in the place
were Pol, Maj, Gen, Snei Sitthipan, Fol, Maj, Gen, Pon Phladnaksa, Pol, Col,
Weerasak Wongsuwan and pol, Ool, Samreng Wannakup, The Witness couldn't rem-
embar wvhether Pol, Lt, Gen, Chumpen Lohachala was there or not, He de nied
?eeing any torture at Sanam Luang, and alsq denied beasping the statement
'The officials should stop the torture becayse the foreign newsmen are coming
here," op myy 4 photographer from Chatturat is coming here f ial,
should seige hig camera and films, " After réceiving neys -tt-:,t the st

:u’uld ED t‘ﬂ tﬂﬂ'ﬂ ili&t BGH‘UI'H, thﬂ WitnESE didnlt EI:O t:l tﬁll thr.: ]—-':_;.-:'_, 5
mh&mlicsonglu-mrn Pol. Station, The, Person who gave thig ne WS wes one of his
%w newam_‘ he witness said that he didnit Know from where the policeman got

June §.1ﬂ§
frosecution yitness, Pol, It. wg '
& t : Ube Watcharindra I'-eimuanitch'::ul

0: (continyeq .. Suthee Puwapan)

t he went to see Phr L hancn at i
& “hanom at Wat Baworn,
E-’:;ie ;;i: See whether anyone wag plannint; to injure Thra
Killed a 1ot of students 5 o % 14th October 1973 because his administration
’+ The government ¢ Sanys Thammaset
3 tyrantgn were illepal and
ovisions of section no, 17
0 leave the priesthood when
s In the cage o Phra Thanom, he could
and sent to court,
Alled the protest Meeting only 1p order to appeal that
the Country not that he pe prosecuted,

ct
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On the evening of 5th October, the witness watched T.V. at home,
M.R, Seni Pramoj aaid on T.V. that the government would punish legally the
persons who committed lese majeste. This was the duty of the police, The
witness said that he had listened to the programme of Yang Kro radic because
no other radio stations presented news concerning the situation of the
country. The witness had told the court that Yang Fro radio station had
announced that the people gathering outside Thammasat to protest against.
the students who performed the drama were ghot and wounded, The witness
couldn't Temember who made that annoucement, He went to Senam Luang after
having heard that there was shooting there because he was a policeman. At
that time there were about 30 people standing near the fronb gate of T.U.
which was still closed. The policemen also stood there, The gate had not
been destroyed when a young man climbed over to burn the guard kiosk inside °
the university, The witness, as a policeman, didn't arrest that man because
at that moment the situstion wes becoming very serious, He was afraid that
uch an action might cause things to become even more serious. He went into
U. with a 11 mm, gun; Pol, Lt. Col, Slang held a rifle; and Pol.
Lt.. Aree held a pistol. The policemen sometimes ran sometimes walked
into the university, and at last they hid in & side road, The sound of
shooting came from the Paculty of Lew, and a bomb was also thrown at the

road above them, . 3 e i

= m

a® A

Crogs—examination: (Suthipong Laocharoen)
The witness had never investigated whether some groups of people
tried to ereat a coup d'etat. He had once reported the dangerous situation

caused by conflicting groups of people at T.H, to Pol, Majs Wicha Chanpiboon
both in speech and in writing, but didn't mention this to enyone else, He
didn't investigate the activities of the group of people at the roysl plaza
because no one gave him an nrder,to do so, The picture of the hanging of 2
person who looked like the Crown: Prince in Dao Siam and the Bangkok Post

wers similar to each other, but the witness said he didn't know whether they

Wi 2

were processed or touched up in 8 similar way.

June 15th, 1978

Fifth Prosecution Witness: Pols L. Watcharindra Niemwanitchkul,
Croso-cxamination: The witness admitted that the October 6th, 1976 incident
wae brutal, He however sajd that he did not persacnally eee any dead bedies
in the riot. He also ruled out allegaticns in some locel newspapers that
he opened fire into Thamnmasat University on the day of the uprising., "I
took a pun up and put my finger on the trigger to pose for photographers

but I did not pull the trigger," Lt. Watcharindra said,

He said thet policemen were allowed to shoot at € am, of the October
6th, but he did not know who gave the order or when the order was given,.

Lt. Watcharindra also testified that the students'movement was
legal and admitted that he did not see any tunnel or b vaters in Thammasat
University. He also accepted that if the policemen ound university
for 10 days without letting any food passing through, they could arrpest the
students inside easily.

There was no hearings that afterncon as the witness claimed that

he vas 111,
Finally, it should be noted that on this day & lot more pecple came

to the eourt than usual (around 500-600) as the day was the final day of the
Lmnesty International Campaign for political priscners in Thailand, FPecple

greeted each other and the defendants warmly with flags, cards and the leaflets
about the LI campaign (produced by CGRS), However, the pLilitary guard took
allithose (legal) things fron the people and also took photographs of the

distributors.
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e : : . Watcharindrs Nienwanitchalul
M‘; tizli;egingﬁ started, the Eﬂngk:-‘li._ 15’“'":* the
m@% reconsider their earlier plea for legal i ’fl"f;‘"_*tl-i'!"-
Pﬁliﬁﬁl'?oggtls ~"zenuine! power in conducting the trial of t:‘ﬂ; '--:i:_“shl'??ﬁ
cuse:” T 18 ot L e e
on T . L
triﬂghinmt;‘:agﬁ?%hgmwm:at Univegsity took place before tr.-f :r r._‘w-.';::.:e,-n't.
zﬁdmariial lav, The defendants contended that the Military Court hes no

authority to judge the case, The Military Court accepted their arpenl fop

ccnsideration,

Fol. Lt, Watcharindra testified that he didn't sec r: ec -;."'E ms in
the campus as alleged by Dr, Uthit Narksawas, s member of t1.h~a-+ if‘uTﬁJlfj
League" who claimed hat authorities had uncovered large quantity of used
i ident. .

" aﬁgznzgﬁt;:;:e were no further guestion for Pol, It, Hat,t;'!u;;imim,
the next. witness Pol, Lt, Aree was to give his evidence in the afternoon
gession, -

xth Prosecuti tness: Pol, Iti Aree Montrivat
Frosecubor: Pol, Lt, Aree Montrivat of Zone Two Border Patrol _I—';:li-"-! testified
that it was the mock-han 8hoy organised by the now-defunt National Students
Centre of Thafiand (NSCT), which outtraged many citizens and triggered off
a stormy prostest at Sanam Luang on October 5th, 1976 and culminated in a
bloodbath at Thammasat University the next day,

Fol, Lb. Arec who was then a Crime Suppression Division master
sergeant attached to the patrol car unit then related the sequence of the
events which eventually led to the toppling of the Seni Pram J government,

Flis story did not differ much fron that already told by the former wi tness
Pol. Lt. Watcharindrs,

He said thet at 6 am, the Crime Suppression Division policemen
decided to move into the campus for negotiations with the NSCT.
arabbing a Thai flag in his left hand ang brandishing a serviocepistal

in the other, Pol, Lt, Aree 8lipped into Thammasat University through a damaged
fence, followed closely by a few cther policemen,

. "The firing was intengen said Aree who added that he secon found hime
;:H ghﬂtbaiilithﬂdltﬁﬂbha}ﬁ and then ducked for cover, Shortiy aftervard, a
£ the sudstor b be fired fran a M, 7 oded in front
of the auditorium, 9 grenade launcher, exploded ro
Aree was later brought out of the universit S e Y
: J compound and taken by
ming B.mhulﬂnn{ to the Police Hospital where he was hospitalised for two

! 4 defence lawysr asked Pol, It, Aree to pick out the one
the actor of the mock -
ong Pongsuwan (instesq of Apinan Bua-

sound of the guns

he was Bir:nding on Sanam Luang in front of
W3S possible that the people out-

about: the ﬁrﬁﬂtiipgﬁicmagecm}m 274 ghat th BUN8 &s he had no idea

kg anﬁirbg’.he,cwld not, di rutar e Also he 8ccepted that from where he

Tha t and the National
0t amed forges were gathﬁri::g??a itV

s
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At around 2 am, of Octi 6

s : . » & group of people were gatheri
fl:ft;-.-ﬁu.’lr’ih&i t-D:k all the posters down from thapﬁniverais.}r uﬁlningt tze
e i et
BEAILTE HTE N e of for ing them to do so but did
not pive any orders, Nobody tock any notice of y

BON k. ; them, When asked by the
e A e L e
5¢ -5 gy we.e afraid, However, he
finally added that"be

buszr-'_ cause they had not received any such order fr;m their

L i _‘;'i_"'};lmiltﬂﬁkﬁ why he did not wear uniform, the witness said

because 1 didn feel like it", but he put a beret on his head to alftmr that
he was & p;allcerrm. In answering to the lawyer's question from wh h t
the flag, he said that he borrowed it from S
an uninown man whom he saw waving a big fla

s O i ; g in the street, After he got the
1:]_5;_; :ft . nfft.t 1nt+::"1:-he university with other policemen, ™so as to negnt?ate
with :tt_idents . TI_'xe witness said that he did not heer a voice from inside
thi: u!_"fl:.l’ﬂf]Blt_Y announcing that the Secretary of the NSCT, Mr, Sutham Saeng-
Er;.tﬂll..ﬁ '-_n\: hJ.‘:s fr.}‘enﬂs were going to see the Prime Minister for negotiations,
-__',i}? --:i_;_ul]:; .,-nenm his hand was a sign that "we are all Thais and should not
kill TI._;‘,;_ sther" and the gun in the cther hand "was to protect myself" and
also "I held the gun because I was afraid I might lose it."

Proposal to Increase the Number of Hearing from Once toc T™wice a Werk
_ larzely because of pressure from outside the country, both
defence and prosecution lawyers agreed that the hearings should take place
twice & week instead of once a week, With the start of the Al campaign
on Thai Folitical Prisoners in Mid-May, in which the slowness of ihe
proceedings was attacked, the Military Frosecutor, Maj.Gen,Saming, claimed
that the delaye were caused by the defence lawyers who refused to
hearings more than once a week.

Over the past two months this matter was discussed several
times in court, and the truth of the matters seems to be as follows:i-

— The defence lawyers all who devote their time freely for
this case, have to earn their living by taking other paying cases on
other days. They therefore suggested that the second hearing be on
Saturday or Sunday. This was rejected by the court.

— They then suggested that the second hearing be on Wednesday.
This was rejected by the.court. They then suggested Friday which was

again rejected.

- Finally they were told the the Quartermaster generals H4's
was only free on Tucsdays, Wednesdays and Thursdayse. As these days wereé
rot convenient for the defence lawyers because of other cases (as the
proscoution know) they sugcested that the case be transferred back to
the Military Court at the Ministry of Defence, This was rofused.,

,with the court, though
her day of hearings a week to speed
being prepared 1o make any compromise with

Thus at present there is an impasse
theoretically agreeing o add anct
up the proceedings, nod
the lawyers.
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hose Arrested beflore Qetober 6th

¢ i- iy e Pi:;;ur 12§§:r5 were arrested in March 197¢
ith. &ndammmi' ﬂ:mctlals‘iiﬂties threatening the security ;-1‘1+_ he State
and charged with ¢ Their first trial hearings began on January 19th , 197
and m.. {ir the:: 62 prosecution witness but so far only ub;-u; 30 Prosect.
E?iaﬁﬁ:ﬂ:gﬁaw given their dispositions in court, The hearings n srmally

take place onee a week (on Wednesdays).

- ."r',__l&zﬁ rmer manager of Hara
e e
: ination: e onl inéaresting ddsposition he gave in court was
l Eﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ;?ﬂ& of zie :nriem= strike at Hara Jeans factory, Jtl:‘ the
workera delzed the factory.and produced the jeans clothing -".ﬂdTE.'. 21d them gk
much ‘chesper price thah thet used to be sold by the company, Ib; L..-:}Enefg
‘ accepted that if the products are of the same quality but can be sold at
cheaper prims, then it benifits the masses of people,

Moy 10Lh, 1078

&fﬁéﬁbion Witness:  Mr, Kampol Chatdhammarak (continued) |
Grn-'s:1—:-.~:ﬂm.m‘g;'_g1_: The statenent of this witness is not much connceted
with the chse, As in fact, only the first defendant, Supap-Fasa-ong was
invclved with the strikes at Hara Jeans Factory, since he was an advisor

(from Oct-lov, 1975 only) of the workers in the negotiations with their
emnloyers in sccordance with the labour law,

Yoz 17, 1978
Precosiilon Withess:  Mr, Kampol Chatdhammarak (continued)
ctcag=camirations The witness accepted that after the first strike of

v.e vorkers in the company's two factories in July 1975 inwhich a common
egrocment between the employers and the workers wes reached, the company

%

dismizsed rany workers ! reépresentatives from their work, The expulsion
led to another strike in both factories again and at this time the company
azain dlsmissed workers whilst on strike fﬂct. 1975). The witness cleimed
bttt he and the company had never bean informed by the Labour Department

thst it ymag illegal to dismiss workers whilst on strike

Koy 24th, 1978
frizeontion Witheas s Fol, Maj, Pallop Rungs
Eroesenior: At the time the incident that 1ed to the arrest o

| Supap srd friepds tookplace, the witness Wis a police inspector in r:hur-:-:é

of the locel police station at Sampran Di 3 ..N;:
were many factories, e Strict, In his precinct there

= €Speécially in Tambon (sub-districts Om-yai, Yaicha
lf:ikinﬁ ﬂ":ﬁ_kTﬂt?lﬂd. Whenever there ymg 4 strike, the I‘gctgr:: ar:mer' w-.-tu_'.:_-ﬂ
o =G Prtiection from tho police and the witness would send policemen to
i He said that sinee 1975 the workers'
SR EDE B % 8ccordance with the labour law. with
:3p}£§;§ El:;m aa:azing and foreing theip employers, seizing factories, h.e.-:rirzg
4 t’!f.‘.-a;}' <, sapuzple outside the factory, not &llowing policemen to enter the
- in the be R © founded with students as advisors
! o.xp?ﬂpzu t‘:ﬁgrzet ;rErThgia Sydents alynys caused problems ang troubles, for
274 thus damage tp Nred oo o PaPo8e 80 85 to lengthen the negoiations
’ ~°° W58 employers, used force to close the factory, threatening




e e owme e |

=17

arson, of incited the workers to riot, The worst incidént oceured in

Hara Jeans factory &t Tembon Yaicha, where the workers seized the factory,
changed its name, produced and sold jeans by themselves and also threatenned
to set fire to the factory,

The witness claimed that the demands in every factory of that ares
were strangely similar, so he thought that there mnst be some supporters at
theo. bhek'who exploited the situation to cause riots in the country. Finally
he found out that the organisation behind these troubles was a labour union
in Kratumbaen distriet vhich was ruh by some students. Their purpose was to
pause riot in the country, to show that the government was unable to control
the situstion, to change the country's econcmic system and to overthrow the
covernment. Those in this labour union were political activists and labour
leaders, He thought that every strike cccuring in Sampran and Kratumbaen |
districts was inspired by political reasons, Some activities during the
trikes seemed related to the commmnist propaganda he had heard while on duty
n remote provinces. And while spying on communist activities in his precinet
he found out that the labour union, by helping the workers and at the same
ime teaching and propagandizing communism, were fulfilling a part of a - |
vommunist conspiracy., |

Then on March 29th, 1976 he was officially informed of a move of |
mething, suspected to be firearms, from thet labour unicn to a house,. I !
erefore, on the next morning he searched the house, found a lot of communist 3
~oks and documents, letters, note books, & Thai typewriter, & tape recorder,
special short wave radio, a duplicating machine, posters and 3 guns. From
1 this evidence he felt that this was an extraordinary case and so he arrested i

VT
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al
the four people living in that house, namely Supap, Pisit, Nippapan and Sa-nsr
nguansri,

Mavy 31st, 1978
Prosecution Witnesgs Pol. Maj. Pallop Rungsampan (continued)
rogecubor: The witness understood that the special short wave

lio was for listening to official news &nd secrets, The documents found
were not about the work of the labourers but about communist propaganda - to i
chanre the country's regime to 2 communist regime. He said that every strike
would support communist activities and could be taken as a victory for the
communists as it facilitated the political transformation of the country !
to a communist regime, |

June 7th, 1978

Prosccubion Witness: Pol, Maj. Pallop Rungsampan (continued)
Cross-gxaminations Concerning his former dsposition to the prosecutor
trat the demands of the workers in Sampran District were strangely similar, |
he accepted that he hed investigated not more than 10 strikes, inspite of
the fact that thepe had been about 40 strikes in that district at that time.
From the police report, Supap was seen at t he employer-worler negotiations

at Hara Jeans factory 2-3 times.

June 1.th, 1978

Frosecution Witness: Pol. Maj. Pallop Rungsampan {Cﬂﬂtimlﬂd}
Cross-examinations As far as the books which he earlier claimed to be
"eommunist books" are concerned, he did not know whether they were offiecially
forbidden or not. He did not know gither that those books were sold openly
in bookshops, When asked which kind of bocks concerning political regimes,
cormunism, etc, that people should be allowed to study, he answered, "only
university text books", However, he aceepted that it was the right of the
people sccording to the constitutional law to have freedom to study , through

books or whatever other means necessary.

He saidy that there are communists
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: Loy i inot, However strikes alwayg
but not in his precinc place in
su

communist areas. The witnesa did not want any elections nor 3

i in the country, for he feli thay
; r members of perliament in the c £ 5% 818 1
2;211:';1?:;:;& troubles and problems. This is because "..*3.;.1 “'fu*:“‘l are
natra.wara of their own rights and duties., However, he admitted tha
masseés of the people wanted elections and N.P.s.

June 2lst, 1978 . ,
Prosecution Witness: Pol, Col. Pram H:;kompalj:dl o | :
Prosecutor: There was nothing new in the e_:v:.dc:m_t of this wit
nessj most of his disposition was.similar to the evidence already given
by ather police officers.

Cross-examination: The witness said that most of the workers' demandg
were over their own Justifiable rights, It was only at the Hara Jeans

factory where the demands went beyond the labour law i.e. the dep ands for
the rehiring of dismissed workers, change in the factory manager, and ap
increase in wages and salarlies twice a year, However, he admitted the
provineial labour department had never told hinm whether these demands
were wrong or told him to take action against the strikers, The efendants
were arrcsted while there was still constitutional law in Torce, which did
not disallew any strikes or gathering for the demands of the workers,

. 4s for the so called communist books, he thought
these only gave political, economic and social knowledge and admitted that

o
L

(&P

some of them were still sold openly. Before the October oup the books
had never been officially forbidden. The seized foreign correspendence did
not refer to rebellion; they woere not Bv¥en political =2t z11,

The make of the radio seized was o common make but
sets with such a high frequency reception could not be found on the market;
thus the witness thought the radio mmgt have béen smuggled into the country,

- The witness agreed that there hed not been a single
demand of the workers which was poli tical,

; : : The witness had Hever ordered
any investigation on this case before the arrest of the defendants, Pol,
Maj. Pallop (the former witness) had never reported to him sbout any strikes

in which the defendants wora involved,

C. _FﬂﬂSensit;ve Areas
1. Te Trial of Udom ‘ka~krong Grou
< Mr, Udom Fka-krong a2
liay 1976 from Tagaya Distriet, n
veing communists, atiacking n mi
gziﬁg;rl};::nne ‘Fn{lunteera. The defendants are being tried 2t the Criminal
et d_&gkok with the hearings Proceeding very Blowly at the rate of
¥ EVeTY two months, with frequent Peefponements,

He reparteq in the last re 1 :

; n the 1, “Port that the trial earlier schedunled
Tor Ap:;;i igthi 1978 waspoetponed to June 26th and 27+th, However, on June
b lmaana t;f-t Esﬂaﬁmn Posiponed a fuprthep tWo months - to Auguet 4th.
: . :

ot e ver a 1;1:11‘&13 months period there will have been no trial

n¢ ten other Pereons were arrested in
tkornsri thammarat Frovince and charged with

litary camp, committing arson and killing

! Place very frequently, inspite of
: &refand&nts have not beep granted bail, ang sg,far }im—e
appuliirgntggn 2 yoars, Horeover, most of tne prosecution
8ave very confusing and contradictory
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reason for his contradictory evidence was because he had signed his
disposition, written by the police, without reading " it.

Mr. Udom once wrote to CORS., saying that "Legally, although
the defendants are not guilty as charged, it is very easy for the prosecutor
to detain the defendants in prison if he wants, isn't it? Because he has
legal priviledge and can find false witnesses, In my cese, most of the
witnesses are false, MNoreover, many of my co-defendants had accepted their
guilt during thepolice investigation and also threw the guilt on others as
they could not stand the pain during the torture...."

(For more details see Letters from Political Frisons below, and
also the Report from the South in Part Two of this report)

I, Communist Charges

1. The Trial of Somboon and Vichai Banlusilpa at the Banghkok
¥Military ., Court
g Somboon and Vichai were arrested under endangering society
charges in Netober 1976. After having been detained for 5 months under
this charge a further charge of commnism was filed against them,

Their trisl hearings go on at a tremendously slow pace. The
first trial hearings, earlier scheduled for January 9ih, 1978 have been
postponed again and again 5 times already.

During the past two months (May-June) the trial fixed for May .,
16th, 1978 was again (for the 6th time) postponed to June 6th, 1978. And
finally, on June 6th, 1978 the first hesrings really began.

June 6th, 1978

Tira i Prosccution Witness: Pol. Lt. Col, Nitat Sawettanan

Frosecutor 2 The wiiness is a police inspector in charge of
the police station of Patumwan district. He received an order from the
director of the metropolitant police to find Somboon as there was a report
from the Governor of Ubon province that Somboon was a communist sympathizer
end was coming to Bangkok to get rid of some documents at his brother
(Vichai)'s room at Baromnivat temple. The witness was ordered that if he
found Somboon, he should detain him for investigation and make a report on

him,
He and many other policemen waited for Somboon

on October 15th, 1976 and at 6 am. met him,. They searched his body and
found a letter written by Vichai, which said that the government might
collapse or there might be a coup, that Somboon should gather his farmer
friends to form a political party under the name United Fermers of Thailand.
The policemen scarched Vichai's room and found 10 increminating pieces of
evidence,

1. his diary the most remarkable
government, we must educate the people through
Marxism, Leninism and the ideas of Hao.

2, &a one page document

3., 13 pages of documents

A, Vichai's note about communist studies (27 pages)
5. o book about USSR (25 pages)

6. o book on "Leninism"

7. 23 documents from the USSR Information Bereau
8., o book on the "Indochina War®

9. =2 book on "Easy Like Truth"

10, a piece of red cloth and a map of USSR .
During the second investigation Somboon accepted

that hie brother Vichai was a radical and a communist sympathiser, that he

words in which read "when we Lecome the
state orgarizations about
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and his father had told Vichai to stop his activities but he d

any notice of the advice.
The police detained Sombocn a2t Patum

Station under endangering society charges. On the next mornin
vigited Somboon at the police station and was arrested under
Later, the director of the metropolitan police ordered nhim
whether another charge of communism should be added or not,
Police Department filed the communist charge on both of the
The next hearings are scheduled for
(A letser from Somboon is included

of this Part)

"I-':
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g, Endangering Soclety." % . -
1. our priscmee ot onaihas sckelbd for fabes Cors
L POREF [P e arrested under endangering society charges (for
smuggling things without paying taxes to lacs and of using influence to
threaten end cause fearto others) appealed to the court of Nongkhai for
Habeas Corpus. The four are identified d4s Mr, Kasem Wongchanon, Mr, Noo
Kankaew, Mr. Frasert Kemthong and Mr, Seng Sme-ia. (See details in
the March-April report page 19). b : oo
The hearings tock place on My 8, 17, 1%, and 19, There were . .|
g witnesses for the appeal, including the wives of the four, 2 Thai-Laos
traders, 2 river policemen and one customs officer, There were also 9
government witnesses, including 7 police officials, a newspaper reporter .
and the governor of Nongkhai province, .. Rleg <5 e
The statements of the appedl witnesses were similar. The
river policemen and the customs officials, whose duty was to investigate.
any legal offences at t he border and along the Khong river denied having:
over arrested the four, either for bringing Lao into the country illegallly '
cr for smuggling things aceross the border, They also insistied that
the four had legal professions. -
The government witnesses however gave a statements that the
four had smmggled things into Laos and brought Laos into Thailand illegally.
Pol. Cap., Kosol said that he had been informed by another policeman that the
four were border smugglers who worked with some customs officials. However,
he . ccepted that they had not been arrested under this charge before and as
for the charge of threatening people,there had been nobody who complained to
or informed the police about this.
Pol. Lt. Col, Tepprateep said that Mr, Prasert and Mr. Kasem,
who were agents for arranging erport import certificates for Thai-laos
trade had always exploited the small traders; they would let the river police-
wen and custom officials search any traders who did not hire them for the
arranging their certificates but those who hired them could easily pass
the border, The small traders dared not inform the pelice as the four were
very influential, ’ i
Pol, Lt. Col. Tepprateep said that the order for this arrest came
from the governor of Nongkhai, so he had 4o arrest them. (although there
was no specific evidence against the four,). Police Inspector Bamrung said
that Mr, Kasem had a close relationship with the customs officials and that
the four were backed by some snfluencial men, He said that there had been
some traders who complained orally to him that they had been mistreated by

the four,

The governor of Nongkhai Mr, Chamnan Patchana accepted that he
was the one who who ordered thepolice to arrest the four, He added that
the four had taken money from 20-30 traders Bt 20-30 baht each and gave
it to the customs or the immigration officials, Those who did not give the
money would be victimised,
Judgement of the Court: On June 12th, 1978 the ecourt judged that the deten-
tion was justified, the request for habeas corpus was denied, The four
detainees are thus still being held in the special endanpering society
Mrocational training centre" in Korat fﬁﬁkornrajsrinml‘i’roﬂncﬁ.

Three of detainees namely Mr, Kasem, Mr, Noo and Mr., Seng decided
to lodge a further appeel to the Appeal Court.

Notes 1In fact this is not only a case between the four detainees (who were

appeeling for release) and the governor of Nongkai Province together with the

police, but it is also a case between the customs afficials and the Governor
and police, both of which have big vested interests and influence in the whole

question of Thai Laotian trade, To lose the case means to lose face too,
The problem is whose face is bipgger?

|
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" a) lis.Pimpan Pwapan T
... Mrs Pimpan Puwapan was arreste S aun’ > under engy.
ering SM&F'WE and yas detained for & total of 201 days withoys tria]
Eftar having been released on May 11th, 1978 she brought cne civil and three
crixinal ggtions: aguinat many peopile W0 arrested her or caused her arregy,
(See Human Rights in Thailand Report, Sep-Oct, 1977,pp 17; Marchei;riy 1978,
s The rivil sctions were brought ilgﬂinstt;.:-.r.;r,: high rank
; : inist e District Chigs
ernment officials ranging from the Interior Min stry, of
E;: Police Inspector and the Police Captain for having 1ncc-rf"-._:-*l:.' carriegd ;ut
6p omitted to carry out their duties and for giving falﬂc_-,:vz; nees, for
:L ch she asked a compensation of 200,000 baht, The }1";-9.:«‘:11':_;:'i on her plea hay,
een postponed many times, Last time, the hearings sc.h:.-aliulu;-.: for May 9th, 1078
again postponed to July 24th, 1978 as the proseeution Asmuminta were
- Inésnplete '
b

MroSuvit Prayoonsek was dismissed from his -

R position at
Kurusapa Trade Association's publishing house on November 4th, 197 because
he had been arrested under endangering society charges and thus shsent from

his Work fron October 14th, 1976, After he had boen released, he sued the
Kurusapa Trade Association for having dismissed him from his work with ut
proper beascns and thus demanded he should be ré-employed, He also sued for
defamation of charactor,

As for his first plea for re-employment the he:

irings have
been postponed many times, So far 3 prosecution witness have given their
evidence in court, The next hearings will be on Avgust 4th, 1978,
8s for the second plea for defametion of charact r, the
hearings started on June 128h, 1978, The judge trieq to arrange & compromize
betwesn both parties-unsucessfully, The pext hearings will be on Aucust
15th, 1978,

F, w-ﬂ&mumm
1o ¥r,Surin Suanpan
During the past two months (Ma ave b -
; y-June) there have bean nc trial
2::“1 ]Eof Tuntha case of Mr,Surin Suanpan, & formep member of the Socialist
.. o was arrested under Shdangering society charses in July
ﬂd%?nﬂ%ﬂ theoase fron this charge én Jatuary Tthy 1978 was rearrested
T the charge hiﬂnﬂer to the security of the state,
WA8h were supposed to be on January
- far not yet starteq "t : gl S
3 PArUly because Syrin has changed his
lawyer and thg pey laywer has tg have time 4o study the cage) chan

has now beep stheduled for July 14th, 1978,
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3, Letters from Prisgners

Every week CGRS receives a large number ef letters from politieal
priseners it is in touch with as well as from their relatives, Sometimes -ioic
+hese letters ask fer specific assistance, sometimes they request that
some ackion to be taken to overcome a particular injustice, and at other
times they are a part of a continuing correspendence.

In whet follews we have translated a very small sample of the
letters on file, i

Central Prison of Nakornsrithammarat
20 March 1978

Dear Chaiwat, .
A few days ago I read in a newspapev that you were arrested an
Fobe 16th after you had'visited me on Feéh 12th, and were charged with
commnism, I have alse received a letter from my brather Pucheng from
the Prison in Bangkok telling me that if you were sent from Nasarn Pelice
atation to the Central Prison of Nekornsrithammarat, I and my friends
sheuld greet and take good care of you to the utmost of our ability,
am I and my friends are waiting fer you. New I try to fellow the news
about you in the newspaper and I read that you three have already been
released on ‘bail. 1 am very happy about this news. I might be detained
far a long time in prisen but I still wish for the freedom of the
majority of my friends, as our pmain work is outside the prison, . In prisen
we are restricted, limited, and have no way out, no way to struggle at
all, not even to struggle for our own survival,

I think and worry so much about my family. The military ferces

have driven the people including my family from our home and land,"te
suppress the communists. People have to ask for shelter frem sthers,
T feel so angry when thinking abeut this and serry that. I bave been
decelved by the government. I never thought before that I would
even be deceived like this, However, Imust be free one day.e. :

Finally, I have nothing mere te say but wish you good luck,

1 glve my Hope to all af you,
Yours Respectfully,

_Pralsn Kaewsuwan

Prolam has been detaired since Ndvember 23rd 1977, as the 1zth defen-
dent in the Ud4m Pka-kropg case, His gtory dppears in the repart
fram the South in Part Two of this reports

Bangkhaen
. 24 December 1977
Dear friend, A
Thank you very much for the food yeu brought te us. Yeu are
gs kind to us, I feel grateful to you although I knsw thet in fact

yeu want nothing in return.
Thank you for the book about Cendhi, I like to read and study

about his life and struggle. I feel thet he is @ very great man,
His greatness is so different from many so-called "great men" w_hng: we °*
can easily find today, Today people seem to appreciate the kind of

great men who I would rather aall Mgreat murderers", who are happy te
Iill, exploit and oppress other people, who put innecent

who produce and sell t
hungry and suffering. And while doing all this,

people in jail,

firearms while the majority of the people are
they say that they want
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i@y dn not stop oppressing and k4114 ;
B e o b, sl AT scoscmic i
o) 411 the explottation ShAC takos place) vy they da mot <ry to cronty |
iety where its members cen find peace and happiness,.,

a soclety Before being put in prison I had always struggled in 2 NODm - 4
violent way, hs for your guestion of vhether (in mi' OpiniC‘fJ *urjf-mr:-fna
violent struggle can solve the problems ef our cmmanrg :;‘,i ;.1 Er:;L \; say
that non-violent struggle is pessible in Thailand, 1.vin, it a
1ot of peepls ser 1its value and join the mevement, with pd"}h":':'f .-_i:;i
solidarity, especially if we have strong and wise 1*3'9-'56!‘3: :]‘:t.z:ru
see for whiat purpcses our fellew countrymen are killing e_-:n r:. "
What do they gain from killing but death ? For whose Penmit,:: .are they
killing each other? I think eve~v member of our seziety shcu;ru carefully
consider these problems and use their hrains te salve them| s I.g-ﬁ-1 t_--!.“;-:- ,
seem to think that one can defeat his enemy "only by using ferce Y 1Py
I cannet see 'any enciety “whers man ean defeat his _enernies by f arce and
at the same®time win the hearts of tlie people! The only way to win is
through non-violence, Only through sifcerity, putity, justice, merdy
and férgiveness cari man really overcome his enemjes, |

I do not beliéve in a seclety with a systsm that enables t+ha
rieh to be richer and the poor to be posrer, Such a aystem cannst last,
I believe in creating a society where every persen has enough toe cat, ARG
where there is no eppressian and expleitatidn and where pedple can live

tagether peacefully,

I elvays think of you
. - A Samboon Banlusilpa
Semboen,and his brether Wichai Banlusilpa were arrested under o ndangering
seciety charges im Obtober 1976, After being detained fer £ivemonths :
communist charges ware added, According to the law their trial should
have started on Janiary 9th 1978, The first hearing only took place
on 6th June 1978.. (See Partl Trials and Legal, Prce 'sses) '

12 June 8
Dear Son, i
I have received the 300 Baht you sent together with
. gether with 3 books
Hoout the Ounol Gase and a leaflet about Amesty‘International, I and
Huthgr have read them theough and have also discussed abeut them dnd '
could understand them well, T think that we should study what we have .

Aot studied, As for Mother she can uhdersta is friend
much better after having read the bool, Bd Promna and his friends

We thank you Very meh for your kindness to Premma, fer in

this way we know he is well careq f i
with
to see him in Bengkok, We cap hg 4
* u'wﬁhenewsabmrtPr
through you, I_Qish-yﬁ;'& 1 success with your verk, e Y ‘ e

J‘_ ]
. With love frem your father and mether,
. | AL
tfai?iﬁ:n:; Egﬁi h:a frem the mother ang father of Premma Nenerk, enc ef
tarch 31t 1976, and bt trae) 1o 220280 Proma has been Geteinid o ince
take at least a.’furt.h' ik L poosding. vey slowly and likely to
o tWo years before completion, Hig story appeared
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Special Prisen of Bangkok
18 Jamary 1978
:Dear frlianda )
Everytime I go to court I see one or twe of you who ecme te
cheer me andmy friends up., Although I have never seen my relatives
at all since I was sent to Bangkok, I feel as if I were among my own
closest relatives, Although I wanted so much to talk to you, when
I saw you I could not find the words, I was afraid that my words i
would be wrong. It is the typical feelings of a country man whose =-
life is used up in the rice fields, who struggles throughout kis life
only for survival, and who never gets assistance £rom anybody, . And ., -
now in a far off place I suddenly find mercy from some justite loving
ople, and I cannct find any suitable words or thanks, The peasant
just blinks his eyes like men without conscience,
I write this letter to ask for some help and opinien from
you, I have written 2 stories, The first story tells the 1life of
a young country girl who lost her parents in a big storn that
occured 15 years ago, She and her sister had to struggle in the - -
selfish society, It relates the real lives of the Eountry people. .
This story is more than 100 pages long., Another &tory tells about my
own reality, including the injustices I have faced from the loecal
authorities, nnd the inhuman torture I received from the scldiers.
I would like you to publish these 2 stories for me, Fleassalso consider
whether thase 2 stories will have a negative impace on my case that is
gtill in court or not, .
May you all bz hlessed and happy.

pe
1

My love and respect,
Banchop Chuaipan

Bancuop Chuaipan is one of the defendents in the Udom Pha-krohg case,
which is Temarkable for the sluwness at which®it is taking place., He
has been jailed for over two years already, with the end ou his trial ;
being nowhere in sight, Is anyone interested in printing or translation ‘
Banchop's stories ? . _ : &
Ladyao, Bangkck i
10 April 1978 i 3

Dear friend, :
How are you these days? You mst have lots of work to do.
Lt present the weather changes everyday and many pecple inside the
prisun became ill, but both of us are strong andhealthy, You outside
should take care of your health tno, as people outside can be 11l
easier than us inside because of the hard work and the pollution,

We are fine in prison and are msy*st.ud],ring end exchanging
knowledge ammongst ourselves, Every minute passes preciously; we
have tried to spend our time as usefully as possible, We two at
Ladyao are taking up & rursing course in prison again} after we had
stopped for some time to study our case (at that time we were still
not allowed to have lawyers). As for music, we used to learn to play
the guitar from two uther' inmates, bub after they were released in
January last year we have to learn ourselves, :

Thank vou very much for the books, papers, and writing mategrisal,
and above al? for the encouragement which is sent through the bars every
time we meet, No words can express our feelings for all your kindness.

Please give my thoughts to all friends

Luve
Sa-ngiam - Suchira

* Befure the arrest, Sa-ngiam was a nurse at St,Louis Hospital in Bmgkuk
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: eirls amongst the Bangkek 18,
Saeng hira are the only two g . Fongck
They iﬁ:ﬂaiu;n jail since choh:ljtgﬁihgngt:z“igg;:q firat
ch har&her treatmen fendents {
year suffered mic ) :

the case,

RIGHTS SITUATION

i N TR b

For sixteen years now the Internal Security Dper--,til ns Command
(I3(C) has been operating special reeducation centres in nll +i .. aBte
of the country which are classified as sensitive areas, Thos. centres
were originally designed to provide "re-education" for c:::r.".‘:r.i::;: :
ssurrendered to the government, and according to official fijurcs o e
than 11,000 such surrendered communists have passec through the centres
in the 16 years since they first began, (Over the past ton yonrs
5652 in the NB, and 1090 in the Soutth,) However as we discuss belo
the centres have been used for a much wider group of people than

JALEK (TR 8 5

deredeommnists " alone, about whom these official figures refer,
For example though over the past ten years only 1090 "communists®
surrendered in the south, last year alone .ore than 600 people were
"reeducated" in just gng of the many centres in that reqi- n,

The centres are usually called "Karocnyathep" (or god's merey)
sentres, but sometimes called "Sant{suk® (peacefi] haprdness), or
demoeraey training centres, We believe that there are altogether 22

" such reeducation eentres, most of which are concentrated in the North
Bast, and the South of the country, with at least two in thelNorth
fovever we only know the precise 1acation of nine of thess; in Surat-
thange, Nakhorn Sri Thammarsj, ]’h&t&llm&,‘, and Songkhla in the South

» andiEoratifntthe Nopth Eagt, andPhitsanul
and Chiengmai in the North, These centres are alvays situated, in or
behind a military or police establishment, and are bhys inaccessable to
vhe general public, In the North and North Bast the centros whuge
socation we kmow, are behind police training schools, whilet in the

South behind pilitary camps, Ganeraliy tr ople 11ving near the

tentres don't even knoy b e Ple living near the
or clain they don't know) of their . xistene

o o,don't know thatpeople are detaineq tort © R ploine

are, This is particularly

noties board y +by an ordinary eorrugated iron fence with no

] €
F
o g
T
&

are generally
2 two sets of clothes
durrendered "nmmuniatanl H ‘fdeFandigg whether they are arrested or S
and having song freedom 1;011?5 dormitories yith mosquito nets,

the adjoining "informati % around inside the fence, conditions in

e e are quite different, 1n these in-

reoms" ang ; 3 »5 §
ogations which gap take ;;ﬁtﬂrﬁ’ cells to disorientate

& a8t any time of the
PLgeons™ arg ygeq +. et i
! the confidence
¥,80d tc help extpaat their cnni‘assigng_ Thzs::]::*i S;L}d
®d in the cell with the
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new detainees, and try to befriend<rkm only to betray him, Detainses, only
transfer out of the "Information Centre", to theKaroonyathep centre wlien they
they have confessed that they are communiste, have given all possible infom
mation to ISCC interogetors, and have "voluntmwilyhgreed to undergo reeducation,
. Though Lhe programme was coriginally designed for surrendered
compunists, at least since 1976 (spd probably before), the majority of people
in the centres have been beasants, and other ordinary people, usually from
sensitive areas, who have been picked up by the police, army, border patrol
police, and other paramilitary forces, suspected of being commmnists sympa-
thisers, or of having given food to the communists. Immediately after :
October 6th 1976 significant numbers of students and teachers were also detained
in these centres (e.g. 30 in Chiengmai, 10 in Phitsamilck) but this dees not
seem to be happening any more, :
Sometimes in particularly sensitive areas virtually the whole of
the remaining (those who have not fled to the jungle) adult males are detained,
_ Thrse detained in the centres are not charged with any offence, and
are not t#ked, They are merely arrested, (or are surrendered communists) kept
in poor conditions (either in the information centres or in local police

stations or military camps), heavily interrogeted, threatemned with long periods:

of detention followed by a trial on serious offences, and at the same time
offered resducation , as long. as they accept their guilt, and agree.
voluntarily to their detention.” Cbviously most detainees, partienlarly unso-
phisticated peasants agree, to go to the centres, but equally obviously so do
most real communists, which explains why so fewcof the 2,200 "oommunists" who -
have been arrested or surrendered (in a rate of 416) since Oct 6th evercome '
to trial, Like all such carrot and stick psychological methods, once guilt

is accepted further information is required, which sometimes leads to the :
arrest of other innocent people, and scmetimes to criminal charges being placed
(see section 3 below).

The reeducation usually tekes about 2 months, (though sometimes, for
example for released endangering society prisoners, special two week courses
were run in Ulorn last year). The curriculum concentrates on the benefits of
"democracy" over "communism", and on promoting mational loyalty, extolling
the merits of the Nation, the Religion, end the Monarchy, The importance of
Netional Seeurity, and the cooperation of the people with the government and
military forces is also emphadised, There iz no discussion of ecconomic
problems, or of the ordinary life of the people.

During the first 20 days of the training the detainees are care-
fully watched, and these whose behaviour seems "good" are given special
rriveledges, whilst these who are Mhad" have their conditions worsenned.
Throughout the training "stool pigeons” eontinue to try to gain the confidence
of the detainees to got further information, and ISCC officials try to persuade
deteinees o become their spiés when released.

The actunl reeducation usually takes two months, with most detainees
held for a total of at least 3 months, In many cases detainees have to pass
through a% least two consecutive reeducation programmes before Mpassing" the
curriculum and being released, We have no jdea exactly how the ISCC officials
deeide whether scmecne has "passed" the curriculum or not, The average
detainees spends about four to six months in reeducation,

Wo do not have statistical information on the mmber of detailnees
being held at any one time, but as an example we can give figures from Ban
Cha-ien Democracy Training Centre in Nekorn Sri Thammaraj for the first three
courses in 1977; first coursse 185 detainess, second course 235 deteinees, third
course 211 detainees., Of the detainees in the third course /50aimeerheld for

a further course, and 10 charged witheriminal or anti communist offences,




—28#

From a basic human rights peint of view we

o mTﬁxibﬂlﬁ;d for much more than their original logal puppege

¥
i { surrenderad cmmmniat.s: .
the reeducation snd rmﬁ“ﬁ;ﬁeg without charge and detained in these centres
bem;sza:xu::nthin]m that they are c?mm.mist sympathisers. This piveg
Irm:;;lgw mach power to local officials and spies.

4+

gre pgainst these ¢ entrog

i h Bdudatiﬂﬂ 15 EuppDEEd t-_'!. be v 'Zl_-:u]'_‘__'_r;:rx:l_.-, thcugh
e fl into accepting their guilt and agreeing
most detainees are tricked or force
bk - ;.;1: location of the centres is kept quite gucﬂrct:"c:-ﬁ 1:;1.,. ¥
not encouraged, This can lead to misuses of power particularly during interrg-
gation in the adjacent information centres,

B. I I HEE :f Eﬂiﬂ& gz nﬁ $|Ilﬂ Hiﬂtiﬂi Egnﬁhj;"f.jfﬁ"
' the "revolutionary party" in
The interim constitution promulgated Ly ary party
| November 1977, like all militarily drafted conmstitutions, inf:lu.E_-.-; f.:; :-.:‘tth
| (article 27) which allows the Prime Minister, with the approval of the cabinet

and the National Policy Council to give any sentence to anyone, for t .."-I_ic-'.tllg.’
any "erime" they are supposed to have committed, an}ﬂ::h-am (in or out of the
country), at any time (before or éfter the constitution) eame in forco,

| Exactly why such an article is needed when there is a panal}cu:-hl-_-, .:_:.';rti--‘l_ law,
communist suppression law, the Writ{g society decree {-;.L;-c:{':.--:- 2f or .:...-_f.G}
: ete is not quite clear, particularly WITH all these it 18 possible to detain
1 pecple for any period of time, but what is clear that this article has bean
1 increasingly used over the last month or so.
Il Early in his administration the P,M ammounced that he woull use
1 article 27 for "soonemic and socisl erimes®, The first use was on the 12th
1 April 1978 against log poachers, The second against tin. srugglers on April
' 27th 1978, Those first uses wore then followed by . & whole spate of rumc
| that erticle 27 would be used against this or that group, Increasingly in
. late April and eerly May there was evidence that high officials were threatenning
to use article 27 to obtain bribes y Whilst others were trying to use il
article oo minor actors in erimes in order to protect the influential peoj
behiﬂd.
il Thus at the end of April, supposedly to prevent these misuses the
cabinet set up & special sub-committes of +he cabinet ]
27 cases, This committee iz chaired by
] and includes Sutham Pathrakom, Minister of Justicell; and General Prem Tina-
‘ sulanonde, Deputy Minister of Interior, ‘However meither this comuittece, nor
|'|

to consider all article

Sompop Hotrakit, Deputy Prime Ministers

the P.M, nor the Cabinet, nor the National Policy Couneil, ever give !:"-:-j
accused a chanee to defend t.hemsalves, fut make their decision o

A
5y e
w8 re g L o

»  Since everyone is aware of the
| weakness of most police investigations(50-70% of peorle taken to court are
f normally EQuittedf end also the far from elesn 152551::- tﬁe -,,=i1+2f“:1ﬁ3 ig
| & very strange form of justice, o podlice Ul

Since the formation of this speci & i ibaa LEpaR
has been rapidly increasing  uge of pecliel three man sub co mmittee, there
th

of article 27, For example ;-

(wo of the thyas egen T el
c npa es
~ Five perscns Sentenced t ¥ Fosy

= Thres
an 1llegal say mul:lﬁrsnm sentenced 3 to 25 years imgris{:m:zant. for operating

| logging, © 3 years imprisonment for illegal
= Trwmﬂ“pelsﬂaz;:n:eiiﬂtenged to 1ife imprisonment for drug peddling.
logging (both escaped arront) need %o 25 years imprisomment for illegal
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- One person sentenced to 15 yeers for leasing a sawmill for I
{1legal operationa, ;
- One formetry official sentenced to 20 years for aiding the [ '
loggers. ' r
- Three persons sentenced to five years for illegal logging.

5th Jung 1978
- One person sentenced to 30 years for illegal logging il |

- Two drug trefickers sentenced to life imprisomment

- One person sentenced to fifteen years imprisomment for illepgnl {1
logging. I
- One person sentenced to ten years imprisomment for illegal
logeing, (he escaped arrest ) .
~ One log poacher sentenced to five years imprisonment.
- Two persons sentenced to three years imprisoment for using |
alectric current in fishing., : '

-~ (ne alleged rapist murderer sentenced to death and executed,

20th June 1978

- Three people were sentenced to five years imprisonment for
using explosives in fishing

T 3 .
Tn each of the above eases, in addition to the sentence, all - |
related property, such as saw mills, tmcks, logs, taxis,boats, motors ete
were confiscated,

Altogether in a period of just over a month 30 people have received KR -
sentences under article 27, and most of these sentences have not been light.
fven the most efficient court working round the clock over a month could hardly
be expected to reach just conclusions on so many cases (including 18 -in one
d&ytl‘) particnlarly since most of the defendents pleaded not guilty. How the
P.M, his committee of 3, the Cabinet,and the National Poliey Council, can be i
expected to really understand any of these eases in a few minutes between '
other important matters of state, particularly when the accused are not
even allowed to defend themselves (except through the police prosecutors
summary reportl!)is not clear, It is also noticeable that many of the most

influential of those sentenced were released on bail and escaped arrest and
detention,

We are certainly not in anyway in favour of people who destroy
tho environment, push drugs, or whoraps and ki1l, but nevertheless we do not
believe that in this corrupt socliety (or in any society for that matter) any
erime is so clear cut that a summary punishment (including execution) can
justly be decided by busy men in a Pouw mimites. We consider it is a basic
human rights that allthese accused of a erime, however horrible the erims,
should be given a real chance to defend themselves before being sentenced,
and should never be assumed guilty merely because the police say t hey are

guilty.,

This increasing use of Artiele 27, cen only leaed to an increase
in the power and influence of local and central police,and to an increase
in their misuse of this power. However weak the existing penal code
might be, it does at least provide some protection to the ordinary citizen
against summary sentencing, and thus t should be upheld and improved.
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) .Other Misues of Government Power

1. Seven Thei FPolicemen Loot am_i Ra ? Hr:fe_tftff't;:‘qi‘ k_____l::
TREREIRY, N £ p-0%0 07 3bout 30 Vieinameng
refugees was landing at Ban Nasuan, Tambon ﬁ?s':zfn}ﬂh+: District,
Suratthani, 2 group of 7 policemen led 1_33 Po Lt :|._+,:. ;+r 1 openneg
fire with M.16 assault rifles on. the ship, fﬂr?ixg 1.: .,: turn back to g
open sea, The Vietnamese ship duly nomplmc:t with thapa‘ u.:_. : .

.In the evening,however, the al_up Paacler_} for the shore agajy
Fol.Lt.Vichit, who was still around, immedmte;;;_lr.-;.. }:_:. men on a motor
boat to board the ship. Men on the ship were quickly forced at gun-poing
to the bow white women were moved to ‘the stern where all o: them were
allegedly undressed and gang raped by the policemen. The _ .
looted the Vietnamese of their gold ormaments and other valusbler oPhi
leaving the ship. ' .

The group of Vieinamese finally was able to land =+ Tambon
Nasuan and wag later sent to the refugee camp =t Songkla province,

This story was exposed only after the refugees reported the

cage to the local refugee control officials in Songkla who
petition of complaint with the Hinistry of Interior,
Although Pol,Lt.Vichit and the 6 other policemen were
transferred, from Hua Sai 4o Pipoon and Tung-y=i local police stations o
prevent them from influencing the probe, the investigation did no+t
proceed easily because many gignificant witnesses, including a buddhis

novice, who was present at the time and asked the policemen ta
shooting,

On June 13th, 1978 the seven policemen were - sted and
charged with robbery and misconduct on duty. All pleaded not nilty and
released on bail, The cutoome of the case is 8till unknown.

2¢ Five Policemen thot Dead three Civilians
; Five local policemen from Prachinburi Frovince took
civilians to a remote area in Nakorn Rajsrima Province and shot

Two died on the 8pot and one wes Beverely injured,
i

On June oth, 1978 at 4 Pem; the three men-: dentified ag
Mr,Somsak Kankaew (23) from no 63, Moo 3, Tembon Tungpo, Nadi
Prguhinhum %’ruvinca, Mr . Thonglaw Songwut and Nr,Prem P"’I!_"l.‘.'! ¢€ng were scen
being t{:kan into a green car by five policemen at Ban Klon;' Pogpeg near
2 shooting range of a Police school at Tambon Weng Namkiew, Paktongchai
District, Nakorn Rajsrima, 3 i - 3

them,
adi Sub-distriet,

The three ware fourd later 1vi ; :

. ; WERE an blood, two of them were

::g-: uigqt:ﬁ:rhndma bruised ag if they had been tor :;r,_-.-_z before be ‘-'_’pg
L] e : L : 10T in
hospita], S8 Was severely injured and yag instantly

L The five polic
eI Irom specia)
Submfisted P force y

BEen to  the

emern were evidently 1

nit or from the loosl

rom Prechinburi Provin
icts One of them Was known as "Pglicen

Police station at Nad
2n Yong-yut",

3 MWGf Alleged Offender
g Sergeanty wore charged with to'r_turinz_z; an alleged offender
' f::m:x :as earlier arrested op drug
®10% Police station, Sonskla
commi tted mcmaﬂu:;zi; i‘?'d' dsd the police made a yreport tll“l;-_tdﬁiuﬁ;m had
Minigtry o ' 18 mother who knay the truth appnealed %o +he
: T % re-investigate tne e . o

0

By

s

w1 Dy Sergeant Boonchal
®¢ Sergeants have been arrested
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The mother also acoused Pol,Lt.Wira B i i i

= By ; . . utpo, the investigation

of ficer of Songkla district _v,_}ohma station, of ha.v:".ng given false evidence,
a false FfPort and & false signature to help his subordinates. FPol.Lt.
wira has been celled for preliminary examination in court on May 3rd, 1978.

4+ Prison Gl_lstr:rdian Tortured a Prisoner to Death
fawatchal Nammual (22), a prieoner af the central prison of
o H\{‘:v”.n.m_”‘?“s beaten and kicked after being found'drunk by a prison
cus todian I'LT'P]."nlt Ngarnkuntod on June 10th, 1978, Tawatchai was sent to
hospitel and died the following day. . I
The custodian was arrested on June 21st, 1978 and vﬁhéﬁgéd with
manslaughicl’ e b pal

5 Police Shot Dead Inwilling Detainee
11&,]I1{un81n, 2 1] year-old boy who was detained by police at the 1
request of his wealthy father so as to eradicate his "good=for-nothing" '
conduct, was shot dead by Pol,Put, Thongbai Chaiwong (24)(who was drunk) ' |
on June 26th, 19708. | _
~ The boy was lying on the floor of the detention room at Sisatcha- 5
nalai district, Sukhothal province police station when the drunken police-
man came to inspect the place. Pol (Frt.Thongbai was guoted by police as
gayineg that he felt disgusted with the boy, and because of his drunkenness,
angrily sprayed five tullets killing the boy instantly.
According to police report, Fol.,Put,Thongbal was charged with _
"nd detained at the Police Station of Sawankaloke district. ’

manslaughter
6., Policeman Shot Dead Two Fleeing Prisoners ;
Two out of four prisoners fleeing From Pukiew Central Prison in '
Chai-yapume Province were shot dead by a group of policemen, At f a.m on
May 5th, 1978 whilst the prisoners having their daily wash outside the
jail, four prisoners glipped from the bathroom, climbed over the prison
wzll and ran to the mouniains nearby. A group of policemen led by Fol.
lla jo Pramual Wankowit followed them to the forest, and shot dead two
prisoners, Tieb Chuer-Charuern and Wanapum (Mee) Petpirom, while two other
prisonerg successfully fled,
7. Two Ciwvilians Claim to Have Boen Tortured by Policeman
Two civiliens complained to Karp-churng district police station
urin Province that they hoed been tortured by Police Lance Corporal
.Sommai Sritoo and lrs.Tua Salisuke claimed .
and beaten them with a gun on '

of 5
Chaluay Abdon. The two, Wr
that the policeman had kicked ,punched
May 24th, 1978,
Iuring the police investigation. Fol
allegation., However, he was charged in Surin
The outcome of the irial is stild unavailable.
Pive Handcuffed Prison Wardens
he were arrested, because of personal conflicts
with a police officer at a brothel, and were tortured both on the way to
the police station and in jail on May o5th, 1978. At 00,10 a.m of tha‘f. day
the five wardens of Bangkwang Frison. Nentaburl Prison had & quarrel with
Pol.Lt.Anan Pau=-in at @ brothel in the provingce. Shortly after the qt_xarrel
while the five were drinking coffee in the market, & group of 7-8 policeman
arrasted them without charges, handeuffed them, and on the way to the prison,
kicked and beat them alls Or- reaching Fontaburi central pnllc:ta‘s’f.a.tiun
they were sent to the investigation room when Pol.Lt.Anan was waiting gnﬂ.
continued with the torture. At O am. they were Offlﬁlﬁ-ll:{ chaig? %
for being drunk, and after being fined 10 Baht, they were & 1kse_ {25).
The five wardens Were jdentified &8 Hir.Chainarong Wongkawl '

Mr,Somchai Pongpipatpenit (21), lr.Panthal Prommi ttikul (23), Mr .Chauwall®

jeceman Chaluay denied the
Court on May 3lst, 1978.

8, Policemen Torture
Five prison warde
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j d Mr.Samart : .
Sae-jang ;Eis &;rest ar'ld torture led to demomstration of 560 wardens ang
people in front of the police station, with many pas_’:frs attfcf‘”—:{ the
policemen for torturing innocence people,making profit out of brothels
and gambling houses eto, ! _ e i

2 Pol,Lt.Anan accepted that he was very drunk on:that day and wag
very disturbed by the five wardens, :

2 Detention Centres, hrrests and Releases
A, News from Deteoticn. .Centres
1, Letter from Arom Fonppa-ngan to His Deughter

Are you thinking of your father?
If you want to hug your father,
Tc be loved by your father,
You must be able to endure,
Because this is the ides

Cf love,

That I am so proud of,

When you have these things

The hugs of your father

Will be real,

hnd you will feel close to me,

What is the point of me letting you have dreams
That are not based on reality?

The jail will certainly not keep all of Your father
Since my bbdy might be detained '

But my spirit is free.

My warm embrace

Is floating over the whole ares of the country,

If you, my child, ean endure ’

You will feel me touching you,

The kisses of a weak father

Has what value to you my child,
To be tied to love

Might be deceptive,

Only & father who is brave encugh
To ecreate a good sceiety

Is & real father,

If you think of me

]
Tou should also think of the poor and de rived peopl
ople
Because they are the life of your i‘atherl.} g
If you want to hug your father,
Open your arms
ind hug those wh are poor and oppressed,

Such people who are being tortured iy such

ire your father, o

Arom Pongpa-ngan
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!' y and Sp-ngisag nicd the Righ o Read o ok

Suchire Tanchainan ans Saengiam Jamduang, the two female detainses
{n the Bangkok 18 case who at present are imprisoned at the female prisom of
Lad Yao have continuocusly faced problems of not being pranted the legal right
of pre-convieted prisoners, The lateet event in a stitng of illegal restrie-
tions is denying them the right to read lsgally published newspaperss

puring the firet year of detention both of them weren't allowed to
read eny newspapers (as with the other detainees in this case), However -
recently after trying to appeal for newspapers, they have been allowed to read
newspapeTs which the governor of the prison has already read, This means
that every newspaper reaghes them after they have been read by the governor,
Those newspapers were not readable sinee some news was eut out before the
papers were sent to the 2 women, even interviews with some of their frines
in the cage,

Being allowed only to read those materials that passed the governor
was inconvenient also because they sometimes would reeglve ne newspaper when
the governor was busy. In addition, both of them were reluctant %o conti-
moously ask her for the newspapersas They thus wrote a letter to the governor
to ask permission to receive newspapers from the boy who came everyday to
deliver newspapers to the officials in the prison, They wanted to receive
the daily and weekly Siam Rath. Their friends who often ealled on them were
willing to pay the costs involved, \

The governor answed, "even if you yourself buy directly the newspapers,
they must still pass the censor?; But later the governor wrote to them that
ngogording to the rule of the Corrections Dept., primbed materials brought
into the prison are not allowed %o be taken out. ' Therefore the governor can't
allow you to buy newspapers because it seems that your case will take a very
long time, Thus by the time your case is concluded you will have a lot of
newspapers, and sccording to the rules those newspapers must be kept in your
room which as you know. ie a very small.rodm. In addition, there are other
fomale prisoners in your room and they are not allowed to read anything,

So if you keep the mewspapers im your room, that means those prisoners can
read them $oo, This wlll cause us much trouble because they will knmow news
about the country and the politlcal situation”

Thus we can say that Suchira and sa-ngiem ave still denied their
besic rights as unconvicted prisomers, and are still not allowed to buy
ordinary newspapers.

It should be noted that other unconvietedprisoners in other prisons
(such as Udom Pka-krong and his group in the Bangkok Special Detention Centre)
face similar if not even more serious restrictions,.

ALl

AT St ancgs oot L)

e b & a B 2
Tt is strange that whilst Sa-nglem and Suchira are demied their
basic rights of reading newspapers by the governor of Iad Ydo (See 1 above),
some of the lower level officials and gection commanders do everything in
their power to help encourage & reading habit amongst prisoners.

This is particularly the case in seotion six of Klong Prem-lad TYao
maximum security prison-where Supap and his friends have been held for the
past 27 months. There are about 500-600 prisoners detained both for eriminal
and political cases, They are of all ages and come from gvery part O -
Thailand as well as from Bangkok, Some of them are foreigners too, There
is A ‘dde range of educational levels, 1inguiatie abilities and customs,
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sinee some have finished their bachelors degree, some have chce been governp.
ment officials, whilst others can't even read or write. B
It is noticeable that most of them want to read books, Scne bory ok
from friends in the same or other section, and some ask friends or ri_'l-itiveg
from outside to bring them books. Given the al;cwa situation the warden 4ip
charge of the sixth section thought of organizing e library in the secction
th the follo aims:=
wi a) T:r“::iﬁuurﬂge a love of reading and writing amongst the prisoners,
and to respond to the desire for books by the priscners
b) To inerease seientific knowledge, rational thinking and iﬁ"f—'-'-'it‘ﬂtic.n,
end to promote the culture and personability develapment of cagh
prisoner,
¢) To improve the mental state. of the priscners,

Supap and the other Om Noi detainees agreed to help the seetion
commander crganise and run the library., They agreed to make an appeal for
books, manage the library, organise the checking in and cut of books, and
carry out all other administrative tasks. Supap explained to us that in his

view the aim of the library was to solve the problem of the shortage of books,
and to enable the prisoners both to find enjoyment, end to increase thoir
knowledge, In addition he felt that if the priscners could be- occupied they
they would be less likely to break prison rules and be punished,
The first step was to prepare a eireular, asking for books
typed and distributed by the On Nei group, This circular ocutlined
ground to the project, and then continued as follows:e
" The project is divided into two parts, namely:-
- & Library designed to provide many kinds of books on loan for
each prisoner,
= in information board to be used on important days such as
H&t_ioml Holidays,or religious days, and also to allow prisconers to exrress
(.o4r views, In additdon it wil) be used to describe events or peoe. . .-
the past or Ereseat, and to mount exhibitions on subjecte such es addict
drugs, ete, : R
This project has to be crested o t of ocause we have ne
budget, no bocks and no other facilitias.u The Eﬂ; :E‘ b;c;:]Ebr:L :‘.:f s
creative ideas and faith in the outside world, and thusngc: are tire that
thera wilile be Bc::ehapraple prepared to give us’h.elp, T e
ease refore o : :
enable us to turn our im:ﬁiﬁiggu iﬁ:arz‘:.li:? e o
TI;BTﬁind of books we reguire are; ¢
a magazi a .
hi ﬁé kings Ugﬂgh:‘;liﬁ ?g{g legal and not obscene
c
stuﬂgakm;ili]n.gszc:dmﬂ books on subjeetssuch as science, sccial
a ) P Py, religion, education, lay et
YuuPr;fE;mm minuals and text books, =& @ '
e e .
Frem maximm sew&it;t;fiszsmﬁﬂﬂﬁmkg o toeclth.seotion 11bra; 7, Hlong
prison yourself, Th ks s € %uen, BK 9 : or take the books to the
Flea prison is at Ngamwongwan St,, BangKh 2
58 aceept our gratitude in anticipat.ién e e

vhich was
e backs

c+
=

The 6th Seetion Library
2 Klong Pgem Maximum Security Prison
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mﬂteri&ls, end thus Supao and the other organisers are extremely greatful
for all the help already obtained, i

; 0f oourse all bau.::ks have to be censored before being allowed into
the library, and eutomatically all those banned by NARC in 1976/77 are not
allowed in1. Tn addition Supap told us no Mpolitical beoks can be brought
into the 1ibrary. He could not however define what was a "political book",
because t‘ha low level officials who were encouraging the schems were Very
ofraid of being critieised, and thus banned @ wille range f bocks that could
not really be considered political, )

The main hope cu‘;‘ Supap and his friends is that the idea will spread
to other sections and prisons, so that the basie right of people to knowledg®
(even if they are priscnerc} is not denied, ' i
iny help from frinds cutside the country for this project would be

most welcome.

B, Detention Centers

1. Nakornra jsrimz‘. Profession T}La;;ila_i_gg Center ;

Nakornrajsrima Frofession Training Center was built shortly after
the NARC announce Decree 22 (in Oct, 1976) and arrested people on endan-
gering society charges. The people arrasted in the North-Bast region
under this charge are detained there. The training center is gitunted in
the town, next 10 the central pPrigon. The number of the detainees changes
from time to timej in March 1978 there were about 60 detainees while in
May 1978 there were 54 detainess. Every two months & group of prisoners
(number also varying) are released, The next release will be in July
1978, Prisoners are allowed to be visited twice a week (Monday and Friday).

Although the center ig called & uprofessional training Center",
the only profession being taught here is ™egetable growing", The vegetables
grown by the detainees are sold to the central prison nearby. However, the
dctainees who grow them have nothing in return for their hard work.

Names of some prisoners here arc as followed: fik

1, Mr.Kasem Wongchanon
2, Mr.Noo Kankaew
3, Mr.Seng Sae-it
4. Mr . Prasert Kemthong
5+ Mr.Tongdaeng Kesa—ngam
&, Mr,Sanan Saisilp.
2. Ayudhys Profession Training Center
The center is in the central district of Ayudhya Province, 72 Km.

from Bangkoke. Originally the center wasa detention place for those
arrested on nnn—puli‘tical charges in the gentral region of the cauntr;,lr
under the endangering society decree. Earlier all political endangering
society prisoners from all over the country were sen

t+ to Bangkhen i
prison in Bangkok. However, &t the beginning of this year the government
changed its policy ©

f detaining political prisoners in one place
only, and now mixes up pulitical prisoners with criminal pr‘%zanerﬂ, so as
to make it less obvious apnd to hide the real number of pulltical prisoners.
Those arrested under endang

-ering society charges for political reasons
are now sent to regional profession training

centers; however, the general
conditions prwidad for them 18 nsually worse than for non-political
prisoncers.

At Ayudhya *t pel
art of a i tars The risoners Canno
: s Fcont T E:he:.r are allo igit on Mondays and Thursdays

meal times officially, : A
from 9:00 :, 12 :00 ams and 13300 = 15;00 pme buat practma.ll;.r they can
be visited only 15 minutes &

ne political prison e detzined in 2 geperate
a eave their room except at

day
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The profession being taught here 1ie rattan grafts
such things as baskets, bags.and so on, But the detainees

i ir work. _ .
i fz: ;::; as we know, there are 3 political priscners here, namely
le MryTawee Yindipot é}ﬂ}
EI Hr.SaImn Klankaew (21
3 MryPrasit Petuboe (21)
The total of the prisoners here is about 100,

Ce Arrests and Releases

Arreste
A villager Mr.Sawat Saitong was arrested and shot dead by
& marine at Na Tep, Tasala district, Nakornsrithammapat, The marine
accused him of being & communist, ESiengrat 23/3/7
15/3/18 Ur.Jae-ha-ma Jahow,(23) a former marine, was arrested and
firstly charged with assasination, then with endangering society becausze
he owned dangerous weapons and a bomb, He lived at 45 Moo 2, Tambon Baha,

Muang district, Pattani, He was imprisoned at Wusng Police Station,
{Siangrat 23,3’3;?

21/4/78 Mrs. Kimlee Wongkhom (35) ywho lived in Nakornpathom
arrested with the charge of communist insurgency after fighting wit}
police in Moo 12, Tambon Klong Narn Ching, Rataphom dis triot, Songkla,
She was imprisoned at Had-yai Police Station. (Chaotai 26/4/78)

26 8 Three suppliers for a muslinm separatist movement surrendered

to the governor of Yala, after realising that they had bLeen spied on by
the police., The thres are identified as Mr ,Wae-Hayilatae (47), Mr.Kariya
Hayilatae (24), Mr.Jae-soe Ii-tae (44) from Moo 3y Tambon Ba-ngoisinac
Yaha district,Yala,

578 Two villagers of Ban dunsad » Tambon Nong Tako

Kranuan
. A y ]
ri:.str:.ct! -I-{E’-.._.._. nkhaen were arrested, Mr.Tongchan Ta~ua was suspected of being
4 communist representative in a village, while Mr,Sommai Nawang was suspected
of being responsidle for contacts between Ban Dunsad and Ban Suksomboon
villages,

- § MrSrisamai Bueng-suwan, a communist leader surrendered

;: B:: ]_Suet}g-ﬁtaha.npens, Tambon Toa~ngoy, lHuang distf'ict, Sakonnakor:
W investigated by the governor and the information division of T e
(;n?ernal Security Operations Command) +then 8ent to the second Armv
dlvlaionEHaiﬂ_ (Sakonnakorn 21—31,/5,1’?8} nd Army
! Three communists frop different villages of Sewans-nikon
subﬁ::.atriu't. Ubonra ‘athanee, Surrendered tg th: Zﬁiiﬁ,g E:Lu e
g? Bai il?;n—?hls three werec Mrs,Bnaw-sorn Vichitphan, aged 27, a resident
sbd Mreyies Thng’ Ms.Klin chnra.wd, aged 20, a resident of Ban Kumkhs
.2 Burabutr,aged 2l, a resident of Ban Nongno, (Daily Times
LL The-suprem: command reported that 28 communist :;:;s:-_::.-’-’-'lﬁs
By "0 he governmen’t Guning Aovi1 . 1o prsziir s am
and g April - 19 from the NE
5652'?{};';;:11?112 Sou't-h.‘ It was algo stated that gyer the rast ten v
ists hal.d given themselvas up in the NE ang 1090 in the South,
Folice inspeato? of Ra-ngae district, Narathiwat {H« the
dntriot wgr};hﬁ.'rs (the £ifth was arresteq o May 27) in the
Bandi t Gusgine m&‘ﬁ em with end&ngering society by supporting the
lived at 184 Tonents The 5 prigoners Wer's Mr.Yusoh, agzed 36. whe
s TnmbunHEQ_E’ Tambon Ja-nae, Mr Seu-mae Jae Ma, ,_Lgfjd g? ool éqz
& ~ ! | = 4 ' (L0
Mr.Haé..qua Budmz'eéggg.gg;mgj Ara, aged 23, from 65 Moo i 14 '{‘a,m‘:,-q_u Bo-ngo,

ooy

ooy es
of ElllE g

n 205 5 ma ; !
2ged 27, from 106 Moo 6, Tamb,;.nu” 03 Moo 2, Tambop Ja~nae and Nr,Kode or Alo,

Tonyonglimo, (Ghaotai 1/6/78)

-
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E?f“’;{ia Ten stevedores in Sriracha district, Cholburi, were arrested
on the charge of dusturbing the peace =and order of the siate because of
their leading role in the Hay 26 night sirike and rally with hundreds of |
stevedores who asked for more pay and a guzrrantee of further employement. '
phey had also blockaded the entrance of the harbour. They were Mr.Daeng
srisuk, Mr.Dan Srisuk, Mr.Somphong Samleeon, lir.Sanga Naem-suksai, Mr.Maek
prun, Mr.Prasit Phitsawong, Mr.Narong O-kitloa, Mr.Kao Sae-heng, Mr.Uthai
chumphanthong and Mr,Somnuk Beuw-kacw, On the evening of May 26, 2 stevedores
were also arrested during the strike with the charge of possessing guns ,
without licenses. They were Mr.Sangad Sae-lee and Mr,Suchard Netrnimit. '
(Nation § Dan Muang 28/5/78) | | '

Mr,Noi or Lob Thamthura, & villager of Ban Khonsa-ard, Moo 5, 11
Tambon Don Arang, Nong-kee district, Buriram was arrested with the charge of 1
being & sommunist and posséssing war weapons. He was imprisoned in the
Nong-kee Folice Station. (Daily time 8/6/78)

Eﬂf%f'fﬁi Twe southern separatist bandit - Mr.Tusoh Musor,,29, and. . |
Mr.Mala-oh Sani, 19, were captured after a2 gun battle with government forces
at Ban Du ¥u in Bajor district, Narathiwat, (Nation 31,/5/‘?8]

3/6/78 Mr.Man Laikew (34), end Mr.Vichit Sathengin, livdng at 174 1

Moo 9, Tambon Ehola, Waeng district, Werathiwat were arrested and charged |
with sending medical aid to the guerillas, (Chaotai 11;’6{?8} ‘
6/6/78 Mr,Saeng Sabsook (40) and Thongdee Chanta (30) were arrested H

i

in a house of a suspected communist terrorist leader,2t Doi Phonpng near il
Ban luang-tam—thang district, Chiengmai, along with three other un- ‘
identified pereons. They were chzreed with being suspected terrorists. |

12/6/78 lie.Suphorn Kanchanasanit (19), a rubber plantation worker
apd former communist , in charge of the insurgent supplies division, |
surrendered to soldier of Royal Thai Air Force Marines at Ban Nai Thung,
Moo 6, Tambon Thasala, Thasala district, Nakorn Sri Thammaraj. She was
lzter sent to be re—educated at democratic school in Ban Nei Thung, | ;
(Serirat 14-16/6/78) | |

—

19/6/78 Three Cambodian refugees lir,Tan Kwae (28), Mr.Fin Tif (21)
and Mr,Han
three are now detained at & local police station in Lranyapratate, | .
A village defence wolunteer who arpested the three had earlier shot dead '
Mr.Sam Pao for fleeing from the refugee camp, after being accused of [
robbery and killing one government officials. (Bangkok Post 20/6/18) |

- wal were arrested for fleeing from the refugee camp. The

Releases |
5/5/18 26 prisoners charged with communism were released from ‘ |
Ramkhamhaeng Reeducation Camp in 2+  Amongst the 26 detainees | :
were 20 women and 6 men, 20 Thai communist and 6 Malaysian communists, :
17 who had been arrested and 9§ who had surrendered. |
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3. Report fron Up-country

Report from the South s g5
A, Previous reports on Humen Rights in ﬁﬁﬁ;ng;?pggé}t i: :1.:1;5
hip cause 18 1I The
ail with the suffering and hards ; i
goverments comnist supeselon cometgne. T T8 TORTL 0L ORI L
pblem including (W3 el SVPRS oA .0y e
:opli::nrf;ﬁiucpgnt vilfg.rgers who are victims ol a ccni‘usf:d Slthﬂf-'n_u{;}em
eﬁeryana and anyone can be suspected of communisi, What is Eltt{.. zlﬂn-{_‘j icant
about some of these cases is also the broken promises of government o fficials,
who offer an amesty (after reeducation) to all those who surrender, but then
oceed to prosecute, or detain illegally for long periods of time,

%E:lit;nal Priscners at Nakornmerithammarat Centra]l Prison

1, Pralom Haewsuwan 5 Th s
Pralom is at present detained &t the Central Prison of Nakornsri-

thammarat, and was arrested on November 23rd, 1977 a?cl:xsud of ‘:.'.'L;'.‘"l:':,_“l;',::]_‘t in
& robbery, killing and trying to kill government ':.:lfflCL!Ell'il.- on dujr,;' and commite
ting arson which caused death to cther people - i,e, 51:&11'11}_3:151:1;-. s and
causc of arrest as esmthe Udom Pka-krong group which /“Pien arrested
and detained since/ %%m gerefore becomes the 12th defendant of tl case,
He has Yeen charged in court on February 17th, 1978 and the first hearings
are acheduled for July 3rd, 1978,

Although he is charged with criminal offences, it seems highly
likely that he wes in fact arrested for political reasons, His letter bolow

[

shows clearly how the incident happened, how he, an innocent man, was forced
to surrender to the government and was then charged with serious offences,
This letter also shows how people living in a village in a 'pink arca' suffer

from communist suppression campaigns and how thesc campaigns and all the
government officiels'mistreatments drive them into the jungle.
Letter from Pralom Kmewsuwan

I, Pralom Kaewsuwan, lived at No, 86/1 Moo 11 Ban Wang Lung, Tamben
Inkiri, Sub-smphur Promkiri, Nakernsrithammarat Frovince.

The story of my arrest begen in mid 1976 when & communist insurgent
band from Krungching Cemp on the Bantad mountain range attacked a Village
Defence Volunteer training camp at Ban Seong Praeg School in Moo 1 .y bon
Huatapan, which was only about 1 kilometre from Tasala District of Nekornsri-
thanrarat,  The guerrillas'attack resulted in the death of six soldiers and
their f‘ami%‘.y me;nba;s -and the injury of a further seven,

our to five days later a joint military and police operation against
the communists wag launched at BanTungchon, Ban TfI:-mg Luig, 5ahg¥sﬁi;u1 ~~E

Ay Dl

Yod Luerng and Ban Noppitem in Tasala District, The ion f zsted
. operation forces arrested
6 n;:an from Ban lang Lung, 4 men from Ban Tungehon end one from Ban Nei Tul
8 . Emk then to tl:m Military Camp at Wat Don Hong, The arrested were interro-
i ed by day and night, were forced, threatened and brutally tortured for 3-4
th::avgj? tgzipth?ﬁ:zuéd confess that they had joined the guerrillas' to attack
. 4 ong Pracg School, The arrested had t -ﬁd:'* thei i1t
0 " " saw fheir lives, The officials recorded their comfecsions 8o

evidence, Those who did not confe .

’re tortured until they fainted. and
the officials wou 3 bE Ware unti ey fainted, an
o 1d then pour water on thepm to wake them up only to be tortured

Another group of comm : . "
from Ban Wang Tung. IE thein iﬁgi:tisupressmn officals arrested 7-8 civilians

was, Th : P gation they asked those arrested where I

oith thaDZEeﬁﬁﬁ ans;crr.d "l'.hﬁffr 1w@s in the village end not in the mountains

about the imuuie: .Es 1:;11250 Ei‘-'lllans were released soon afterwards end told me
€Y saw that I had always been n good citizen and was

* The eleven are now standin
edse!  (see Part 1 o Tri

g cowrt trial in Bangkok, kn s 'l
own as 'Udom Pka-krong
g&ls and Legal Prnceases}l

.
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trusted by the }fil}qgcrs in Ban Don Ka, Ban Wang Lung, Ban Huai Teng a&nd
Ban Tl_’-r-ECh':_m' _ had never brought trouble to anybedy but tried to compro-
:.’..].Er.‘__i;[‘,ﬁ rudur_:urany conflicts and problems among the people. The young
people also liked and trusted me. And it was because of this that the
government authoritics suspected me, i

: I hid myself in the yillage and ljstened to the news from some
good villagers. They told me that I must certainly not let the government
arrest me, because those who had been arrested were seversly injured from
torture; and nobody knew if they would live or die, I asked them why,
They told me because those people would not confess their guilt. T asked
them how could they confess when they were not guilty., Those people said
that they themselves who had been called for investigation end then released
were not sure if they would be treated in the same way or not. They also
advised me to flee,

1 did not know where to go and so I stayed in the village. How-
ever, a few days later a newspaper reported that I and Mr, Narong were the
leaders of the communist guerrillas, that we had given firearms such as
rifles, M, 16, H.K.'s to other guerrillas to attack the VDV, Camp at Ban
Song Praeg School, I was even more frightenned and worried, I could not
sec a wy out, 1 was very afraid of the arrest and the torture +that would
surely follow. They would inhumanly torture me for their own personal bene-
fit., A4s the District Chief Mr, Prakit, whose last pame I have forgotten
hed lost face now that the guerrillas had &tg:.&%}lced the VDV, training
camp not for away from his district office, he indly arrest his personal
s, and anywall'mmown villagers, and accuse them of being communists.
He wes thus able to make a good report to his boss that he and the police
and military were able to arrest the communists who attacked the camp, there-
fore expecting that they would be rewarded by rank, money and fame, They
did not however think of the trouble they were causing to other innocent

pecple.

Cu o

3

I,saw nowhere to flee, 80 I finally contacted the communist
guerrillas and went to stay with them for my safety for about 20 days. When
the joint military and police troops noved away from the village, I came
back to my village again,

Later on, in 1977 the communist suppression marines established a
unit at Ban Wang Lung School and also three cannon bases on the Noppitam
road between Ban Don Ka and Ban Nai Tul, at Ban Wat Put and at Ban Noppitan.
They ordered the people to leave the villages. The villagers would not leave
their homes for fear of having no land to live on and no house to live 1in.
The marinse +then arrested the villagers and detained them at the Demoeratic
School at Ban Cha-ien Camp which was under the control of the Fourth Army.
The marines fired their cannons at the villages (Ban Huai Teng, Ban Yod
Luerng, Ban Wang Lung and Ban Noppitem). The villagers were shocked and
took their ehildren out and went to 1ive at the temples or the deserted police
stations or rented rooms in the market, The shells fell on many rubber plan-
tations, on coconut trees and on people's houses. The newly built house of
Mr. Kam and Mra, Chaem was completely destroyed, not a single wooden plank
or a roofing sheet was left intact, Kam had spent 2 years and about 40,000
Beht building this house, Having been foreed to leave his house by the
marines, he asked for some shelter at Don Ka Market, A man u!tm earne@ a
living by emuggling things from the relocated villages told him thet his
house had been destroyed, Kam sneaked into the village and saw that his
house was really destroyed, 0 he informed the village headman 2nd then went

to the market and drank alchohol to drown his sorrow. whilst drinking he

questioned whether the government wos suppressing the communist guerrillas
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ard what he was seying and called hipm ip

ola nimaxam;r;:{f;eh:arelﬂsSly because he was ‘.’EI.‘}’ j';rfgr:,- shout
o, prase is!'i‘he m::rines forced him to stop speaking or ?]jr:1'tn~,-:,~ would
b3 hmlﬂﬁt- he was a communist and shoot him, Kam was afraid and stopped
i A Sut inside himsdf he was angry that thu:,* marines had such a
ﬂmlﬂmjﬁ‘w over the pecple and could do anything they wented, Apd
1ﬂMmm‘lrez were speechless, Kam became a hired worker in a rubber planta.
::Empinwanuther village (Ben Na Klang). Such incidents i'.lS:r_‘: occured to
many cther psople in many villages - in Ban N&!:lg Lung, Bz_a.:z1tiut-f w—, 3&11:1
Yod Luerng, Ban Noppitam. Most of the people in these v:..h-:r_if-_-_.. '-fl-f'-d‘rucber
plantations but after the suppression campaigns the;_,r hid tol leave their
homes and land to stay in the temples, and become hlI‘ll:.'.u workers,

The soldiers shot the coconut bunches down when they wented to eag
coconute and shot the villagers'pigs and hens toc eat, They burnt down

or the people,

more than 80 houses, Sometimes they shot the cannons into the _mountains but
I doubt whether the guerrillas in the mountains were hurt c-.t_:-J.] g

it the end of 1977 the marines held a village meeting and deeclars
that I was the cause of the people's sufferings and troubles, that if I
surrendered, they would let the villagers come back to their homes and land,
Some villagers believed them and were angry with me, some asked e to
surrender, But I would not, The marines told the villagers that if I
surrendered, they would not barm me or arrest me as it was the government
policy %o show compassion. At that time the authorities had also thrown
leaflets from seroplanes urging the communists to surrender sy and promising
that those who surrendered would not be arrested or harmed. Many people
believed this and contacted me many times to surrender, including my
relatives, my brothers and my mother.

I thought about this a lot. I believed that this promise was
only government deception but still I wished thet the pecple would find
peace and happiness if I surrendered, Finally I decided to surrender,

I surrendered to the marines at Ban Don Ka market, I was sent
to the Marine Headquarters at Ben Nai Tung and wes interrogated, I asked

the investipator about my offence and yas informed that I was not puilty of
anything st all, not even of the attack on the VDV, camp, I was sent to
the Demoeratic School at Ban Cha-ien and was told that I would be held there
for nbout 1-2 months and would then be relsased, I was interrogated again
for 8-9 days, During the investigation one soldier said t hat the communists

were selling the country to the Chinese, I was puzzled as I saw no Chinese
in the mountains, I saw only Thais, T told the investigetors that the

e

guerrillias said that the Thai Government was gelling e ke thie
Americans, I thought of the words of the two sji'desga:;g dfiu:ti
what was what, I did however know that when I wes in the mountains vith
the guerrillas, we were attacked by the government troops R e
back to th:‘e government, I was cheated and harmed by the fl:‘.-‘-?E:I:ﬂ.."‘f'-nt -:1'\'5'1_ N
After T had been detained at Ben Cha-ien for 12 fiays: a pi 1iceman
la Police Station, He out the chains
T&mﬁy ah?;dgh:rm Sald i i th‘? military radiced to him tr:urfr.lzzkc me from the
Py g¢ me with attacking the VOV, camp. While I was detained at the
Po station I knew from othep prisoners that all the prisoners there were

L] t' t

ou can be to me, ang my fellow vi in fi
illagers finding
uld be most highly appreciated, e ¥
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2, Sombat Charankul £

The case of Sombat is snother example of how an alleged offender
is detained in prison before his trial starts longer than is legally allowed,

Scmbat was arrested on June 10th, 1976 for owning an unregistered
firearm, He was sentenced to 3 months imprisonment and was detained at the
Central Prison of Surathani Province, After having been released, he was
jpredietely rearrested and remanded under communist charges,

He was sent to be detained at Ban Nasan Police Station, Suratheni
Province on Sertember 8th, 1976, During the investigation he confessed to
having been involved in communist activities. According to the Communist
Suppression Act, people can be detained for an initial peried of 30 days
followed by three successive periods of 60 days under the power of the
investigating officials, followed by three periods of 90 days under the
power of the Military Court, making a total of 480 days before the alleged
,ffender has to be prosecuted in court. (However, after each period a
detaince can either be prosecuted or sent to one of the regional democracy
training camps.) :

Obviously, the pre-trial detention period allowed in the Tommunist
Suppression fAct is much longer than that allowed in the ordinary criminal
law, which allows people to be detained for only 7-90 days bofore specific
charges must be lodged. (number of days depending on the severity of the case)

However, as & matter of fact, many people have been detained much
longer than that legally allowed period ., Sombat is another example of this,

From September 8th, 1976 to April 4th, 1977, 210 days altogether,
he was detained at Ban Nasan Police Station legally. On April 4th, 1977 he
was sent to the Military Court of the Fifth Precint at Makornsrithammarat and
o further detention was ordered, According to the law he should have been
prosecuted by December 29th, 1977 - when the 270 days of military detention
, but up till now (July 1978, 6 months leter)he has not yet been
prosecuted, and has not been given any reason for this at all.

3. FPraoyoon Rajpien o

The case of Prayoon Rajpaen is an example of hov an innocent villager
who believes in his innocence and in the government's promises can be arrested
and detained easily with very little evidence .

Prayocon is 22 years old and lives at Moo 3, Tambon Wang-ang, Cha-uad
Distriet, Nakornsrithammarat Province, a village where the communist
suppression activities take place from time to time, It seems that his family
has been one of the most unluckiest victims of these suppression campaigns,
In 1969 Prayoon's brother who had fled to the jungle was killed during an
attack and in 1977 Prayoon could not stand the oppression of the government
authorities anymore and so left his hometown, He was suspected of joining the
guerrillas,

On November 30th, 1977 a group of communist guerrillas killed a

wos over
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t who had alweys threat
named Sopon Ratanawichi e catensg
1thEEI‘ P or Euppc}rting t,he. CD.'H.ELHJIGt.:- :.I‘.'.E :"E:F.:_rted

vo
village defense £ being g o
- ammada:?:n:iﬂ&g?gsvarnmen; authorities, He had also led hig mep
these accus

ot Prayoon's house and threaten his father that 1f he did not brip,
e to him, he would be killed, took his gun and 1
Prayocn ;the uwerrillas shot this VDV, they tock h;.L p:: an _.':"?'_&
leaflet denouncing all the melpractices and Ofprgzsg?lt&m Hebrer proeg
ea A 4i8d, Howaver, the
tly why he had tc el I8
on the villagers and ggnsequﬁ: : that leaflet, therefore {he govern
ut Prayoon's name on e | R
e e,
B0k et 19 Brayoor 439 not surender, b would die, but 1f he surrendereq,
father :y kmaw the truth, So on february Tth 1978
Prayoon would not be guilty as they i fi A [
i surrendered to the Military authorities, He was sent +. vha-ien

; ; i for a few days and then samt to
. cracy Training Camp, was interrogated fo : 1 thep
gﬁu&d giatrict to be &etained under ende.ngarir_}g society c.'m:rgk%-q tor 1 month
and then sent to the Central Prison of Nekornsrithammarat on :-.E-?;_ th, 1978,
Inspite of all the promises, he was charged with killing the village defence

voluteer, Sopon Ratanawichit, FPrayoon hes already been chﬂz*j:ué in ¢ ourt,
tut his trial hearings have been postponed 4 times so far, The next (first)
trial hearing is supposed take place on July 12th, 1978, He is still
imprisoned.
4+ Ratom Banchonsehuai §

Ratom was born in 1954 in Moo 3, Tambon Samtambon, Ronpiboon
Distriet, Nekornsrithammarat Frovince, In 1968 when he was 14 years old the
military men and soldiers in their communist suppression campaign forced

uuuuuu

the villagers to leave the village by setting fire to the houses and killing
those who did not leave, His father who had left the house +c join the

guerrillas in 1965 came back .and brought Ratom into the Jungle, In 1973
Ratom surrendered to the government as he believed the govermment's promises
, that any puerrilla  who surrenderedwould not be punished,
| i | On April 26th, 1975 he was arrested in Nekornsrithammarat for

i ) having no Identity Card and bringing more things than allowed into communist

| | | suppressicn area, He wag sent to Ronpibeon Police Station and was told that

|: he would also be charged with killing 2 village defence volunteers y Mr. “huen

_ i Tongboonyang and Mr. Noo Kongpan, on June 5th, 1973, and lager communist

.' l charges wore alsy filed op him, He has been detained at ¢y Central Prison

| | of Ha.kornsritha:rmarat Ever since and has not been allowed bail,

! ! On July 26th, 1976, when the Pre=trial detention period (420 days)
JAs over, he was brought to the Military Court of Nakornsrithammarat to stand

trial, The trial Jagteq only two hours, g i i - '

: » during which time there were 2
grnsecutiunwitnﬂsses » ineluding 2 village dafence volunteers the murdered man's
rother and father, Ratop had no defence witnesses

occured he was in the guerrilla arny on Bantad oun
t
witnesses were ip the jungle, Ratom said th: ¢
t wh ¢ jung
he had never been in the a but in g prcduct:[mi}l\emﬂ&ying T Tt

¥
appealed JIE: ;::::n% t;%@.’é:_d hi.m from a11 charges on that day but the prosecutor
. cas b R o
detained for about, 3 Years, ® 18 stll under “Ppeal, So far Ratom has been
it
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88 when the incident occured
ain range and all his

» 1978 and charged with causing riots,
ate and participating in
to cause dismpdey i the country, The
ok place on January oy and 22, 1975 when

e demonatrated fgainst their governor
@venteen Pecple were arrested
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in many provinces ?n the gouth and alsc in Bangkok, However, one year lafer,
the ;_':avarmnt:-nt tock up this case apain,und rearrested 9 pecple (including
Julie); the other 8 pecple fled before being rearrested, Thus out of the
:"I‘iE.'inﬂill"_l? people only nine are being prosecuted in court, All of them,
except Julle, have been btailed out, Originally Julie was also bailed out,
tut the persan who provided land as security, withdrew the land, so he was
rearrested again,

There are 103 prosecution witness, amongst whom are 62 policemen,
The defendants have to go to different courts in 11 provinces, depending
where the witnesses live, After two years have passed, only 40 witnesses
have rpiven their statements in court,

Before the arrest Julies was a progressive teacher and a famous -
shadow puppet performer,

On July 5th, 1978 CGRS helped bail Julie out of prison, as we ware
sure that the trial would continue for a very very long time, and he was
badly needed at home Bo help his 54 year old mother make ends meet. :

B, Report from the North-Ezst

Ladbuakau Detention Centre

We have frequently reported on the situation of Ladbuakau Detention
Centre, a detention center for Thais of Vietnamese orgins who are usually
arrested and detained for going out of the areas to which they are restricted
without permission,

In the last report (March-April 1978) we reported on a female detainee
named "Nang" who was arrested, taken to a brothel and then rearrested., We
reported thaet she was completely absent-minded and had syphilis but wes not
receiving any medical threatment, The other inmates therefore donated 300
baht and asked the officials to buy injections for her,

During the past two months (May-June) Nang has already been hcepita-
lized at the Police Hospital in Bangkok, again using money donated by the
obher immates, Aecording to the prison rules, any inmate who is very 11l
can be sent to a hospital in the province - with special permission, or to
Bangkok, but they have to pay an allowance for the policemen who guard them
and also have to pay for their own medical threatment and medicines. Although
she has been hospitalized for som¢ time in Bangkok, Nang has not yet recovered
either from the syphilis or from her absent-mindedness (her m-?ntal state
developed after she had been raped in the brothel), It is still the hope of
other immates (as she herself has no hope anymore) that she should have further
appropriate medical treatment.

We reported last year, that though the detainees at lad Bua Kaw, are
neither charged, nor tried, nor convicted of any offence, bLut have merely Fhﬁ
misfortune of being born from parents of Vietnamese origin in Thailand, The
only way they can be released is to undergo "training", and then pay a bail
bond of 20,000 Baht (which is refunded nn;y when they leave the country).
Training : " tales place once 2 year.

i I]E"Tﬁiu;-}%{htﬂgining wgs completed on June 4th, 19?3 and one _‘jf the
participants was Mr. Wirat Truen, an ex-Oct 6, 1976 detainee who After thet
release from Bangkhaen Frison in Bangkok rearrested anr} sent to this detention
center because he was of Vietnamese origin. He has still not yet been bailed

out.,

n Genter is a Vietnamese Refuges Camp
being detained in rather bad and poor

Behind the ladbuakau Detentio
where there are about 1800 refugees
conditions,
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4, The Hupan Bichts Ei:hm#mn_qi.ﬁhﬁ_ﬂﬂrkari

The period covered by this report has in ;bi‘imi_rii Elhi‘":l“qfi‘
the workers, been the most significant perdod since P.li. ngsak took power

in r f because the government he
in 1977. This is for three main reasons., Firstly be @ 4 S

finally made it quite clear that its interests lie with supporting the capitaligt,

! agains i wage of 39 baht a day (whilst they are iriven t,
bﬂriiﬁtigimas ani}]:igm workers work five more days ¢+L‘v- Fhr'“ﬂlgh
:ithdmwing holidays in lieu of public holidays that biﬂl]'- o; ?m,?u .H :: sundays,
by reducing the amount of severence pay that has t]cr: - E;‘n: Lo ;.lu..,u wcsr]r.ers;
and by disalloving any wage increases to thﬂ$E1 workers ::ric. :1;1:‘# ‘l_",: an _lrnﬂreasn
sinece 1975; - all these at a time of re?.pid inflation, .L:-,,-;‘--,,-;.; Ys the gov ::‘Ilmn*
has started to arrest workers again, with ten stevedores zr« Sri c Distriet
in Cholburi who went on strike being errested a.nd charged 1?1thl ,rbl unrest
in the country, Thirdly, on the more positive side lfhou“t.rr- r,Jn to
realise that unity is essenvial, and it appears that the L..;ﬂr ern: : 's efforts to
divide the labour movement, through the creation of two nda%t lonal ;'.‘.!_L'-C‘,::r
federatione to oppose Faisal Thavatchainandla NCTL, are beginning t i ;-.;1'1‘
Though this two month period started with tremendous disunity over tho May

Yoniin
“-—'\.-'f ]

Day celebrations, it ended in o wified protest against the government policies,
Gradually the workers are beginning to realise that the whole
system, at least in practise, is designed to Suppress their interest,
For example when 7 workers died and 24 were injured in a boiler
explosion at a riee mill, the Iabour Department tried not to have to pav the

legal compensation, saying that the Iabour compensation only covered or linary
working hours, Compenaation wag only obtained after the workers went to court,
and if the factory had employed less than 20 People no compensation would
have besn paid.

Another example is the labour relations committes, which is supposed
to arbitrate labour disputes, However this committee is completely biased
against the workers as can ke seen from its settlement of the MEL
workers dispute, & 200 bahi per month increase for all workers was demanded,
but the camittoes decided tn g rant increases from 184 Baht to 500 Baht (the
higher inereases going to higher paid executives) with the workers mn ving to
pay their own taxes meaning they got very little inerease altogether,

The Deputy Ministep of Interior, Mr,Dempi Noimanee, is considered to
be the person working most against the interssts of labour, His unjust acticns
include the delaying of the announcement of the ney mintmum ying
mes that the case is
nistry of Finance - and the Labour Protection

: Public holidays that fall on
Jaturday or sunday, Tt is saiq that this law has politicg_rl motives, to cause
P the mininum wage demand.
The Netional Laboyr Development fdvisory Board (NLDAB)
government, 5 from the employers,
) has done very little, and has even
i wepe lssue, T a mi:love
;‘ap;'esantatives on the boatd refuse to carry aﬁstiiiseﬁﬁﬁ:s f'h;l:aiz?tizy
dgﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬁk}g tﬁhs employees reprosentatives Who are strong ang active, and
p ir srell mumber gap Paitially dominate its dings, Thus the
employers fird that their most fruitey) & protesdings - Thu

action is ¢ s board func—
tionning ﬂtlall by boycott-ing most nectings, © #%op the boaid func
ther comman tactic or tmployers is

i

ligg?ﬂtur E:O:ifﬂtagrs " %0 make the Workers go further than allowed by the lew

is a case in Iilgt. whileerroesion on the workers, The MEA yworkers strikes
bPolnv,whilst the wilon wag tl‘}Fng Lo persusde t he workers to

afe = gaying

-
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ET : .
stop thedr strike (because of martial law) several workers in the pay of the |
employers, persuaded the workers to continue their protest, This provoecation
roduced the disired results, as the P.M issued an order banning both strikes
and patherings at the MEA,

private employers are treating this period of martial law as & _
period when they can break the power of the unions, This is because the unions |
themselves cannot struggle in & normel way to improve the conditions of their i
nembers, as all strikes and protests are banned, In addition employees '
(particularly of femals workers in the textile industry) are told that unionists
are commmnists and are threatenned that if they support the union they will

we fired from their job.
The labour law though theorstically providing protection to unions
and labourers, seems to be ignored by government and employers alike. Cabinet f

announcements, such as the ban on increasing salaries or improving services
of workers who have had increases since 1975 is against the labour law, |
Government committee decisions, sych as the decision to meke MEA workers pay their |
wm taxes (thus changing conditions of emplayment} is against the labour law, 1
Private employers threats to fire union members is against the labour law, |
Fven the labour Department in its attempts to block compensation to injured |
or killed workers is acting against the spirit of the labour law, A1l this |
proves that the labour law is of little help to labourers, unless they have |r |
the power to nol ~violently demand their rights. I |
Even thepolice are becoming active against labourers, as is confirmed
by the report that 10 stevedors, who acted as guards when 1,000 stevedors
gathered to demand more wages on May 26, at Sriracha Harbour, Cholburi, were ' !
arrested and charged with creating unrest and another 2 stevedors charged
with cproseseing guns without licenses, This is another good example of how
the workers are not only blocked by laws, but also by the police or governmental l
|

officials,
Even children are not exempt from gross exploitation, with there
being frequent reports of children kept as "slave 1abour", forced to work
from 6 a.m to 10 p.m, given no wages and little food, and forced to live in
unsafitary conditions. In such cases the employers are arrested, then

released on 50,000 Baht bail (half the level demanded for the arrested CGHS . | ‘

workers|) and this ig/ &t one hears of the case.
411 in all, with wages fixed (or even being reduced!) and inflation |
increasing, employers and govermment working together, the labour law ignored, ‘ l
and unionists being victimised it seems that worlersare entering into a dark il
period, It can only be hoped that they will realise the importance of i
uniting, and realise the importance of carrying out their struggle in a
non-violent way, so that the government does nob have the excuse to crush

|

I

them, and remore their few remaining rights. ‘
|

|
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5« MAcademic Freedom i :
e ega8 = e n Oetahar Se
| % Hi;iﬁ? Eatgverthruw Of "She *hsnin government B Sober
| ent led by Prime Hinister Kriengsak viomanan sugegs.
: il o R:Hdg;verr'ﬂ:self a new image of being more liberal thr, 1gh laving
| i . : ; -
Tully created for ; ewspapers, with care- an
| 5 Hina IF ﬂu-ﬂugh which the newspaper s W4l CAre ang
' ahoneymoon with the PIERS "y tories unfavorable to. o slight)
- ics, are able to print news and s R by rERYy
' :::ﬁéﬁgﬁg the government. However, lots of people guf"-l*:wu.-- ‘Y the
| iy -rﬂaliﬂﬂd the fvﬂct that tha Ip_],"'EEE C-Duld Stll;ﬂ-i..ﬂ_' :I' ...."I. I".'.._-" _-j_\_?'PESEEd
as the government still kept in forge the NARC Decree 42 ol Jorly de
| the preéss to publish eight different catagories of new:i words “nd pictupes,
If the prees breaks this decree, tha punishment ranges from a line ap

e impri ' f the newspaper.
imprisonmenty to the closing o Spé .
|I ‘ | : AE present, although Prime Minister Kriengsak, in hig speech

. [ | on 28/5/78 to reporters from the Daily News Newspaper, said that he dig
i' . = not believe that his honeymoon with the press MR Qver, c.__.1 the a:.-:_1:1r:ne;s
| that have taken place during the paet two months, or even befo; that,
i have made it clear that Tinally Kriengsak is Wrning more and more 4g
|' ' | use his executive power to closze the ears ‘and eyes of the Thai people
{ ' through press oppression, The press is increasingly facing probloms af
' i threata of tensorshin newspaper clogures and many other method: which
; I !.II force them tg report only news favourzble to the government,
|,' , 1 After the Oct. 6, 1976 Coup, 13 newspapers and magazines were

N B [} closed down, and so far one Thai newspaper and 4 Chinese Nnewspapers
f}' ' 1l have been allowed to resume publication, Two Chinese newspapers
! "Tong Hua' and "Sing Chong Yien® WEere reé-opened in late March-shortly
r. before PN, Criengsak trip to China, Later, a Thaj newspaper "Ruam

: Prachachart" 2 Chinese newspapers "Thai Hua-pPag™ and "Sing-Fu-Pag"
| I Were approved /" Ye-opening by the Frime Minister on May 16,
it | b During the past two months, a pro-Taiwan Chinese newspaper

| | ! "The Universal® yag closed down on June 30th, 1978 (until it changed
e ' both its publisher and editor)as its Standpoint wag against the sovern-

il . '. ment pnlic;,r_uf Tecognieing only the Chinese sovernment at Peking,
. { Another Thai newspaper Siengpuungchnn was closed down for one day on
| ! | 22/6/78 as it had publisheq {on its Birthday) 2 hals front page picture
| - of the mass demonstration oy Oaofober 14%h, 1973 (when 100.000 people
: demons trated for » Constitution) which accordin r e or
Y '8 "eould provoke pig4 and disorder amongst the people”,

g to the closure order
] :! "I a8 3 Minister of Interior will not close down
i

£ 7 TR e —
Sily [IRWE

| Paper unless it eu;langera the 8ecurity of the country, {:eanins the .
| government?) Iy ¢ i8 such a danger, I will net hesitate to close
: 1t down, Now I have al1 the evidence on every newspapers reporting,
There might come 2 time when I win burst ougin said Prime Minister
Krienggak ;.s 4 Warning to the Dress, , B (e
€s1des such closures ang w'a.rnin 8, the
Le Praciising a tactie of Punishing o purafnisuch &8 an editor or =
nolummt, 20t the whole newspaper erpubligherp The edi *:r“*d'-; jt" e
of Matichon Newspaper wepe Tecently called b ' oA el

about the contonts of their ¥ pecemen and warned

editorial colug ol : R A b
bfhetherlhg,r influential people column nother tactic used

PR

Eovernment seems t9

i i ; : One progressive Jjour-
E;J‘;?: g;‘u‘]’;;”ﬁi’nunchgl was lgllled‘. in Nakon Pannam, ghuf dead in 'f-mnt
"Nakh rml {:t-nd 2841n on 1544 Moy 1978, a Sukhothai newspaper i

on News Publisher Kitt] Prempri, was similarly Ehofi;id

o
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~Besides, there is a special order of the government. press office
on ECJEIT{:} Lo every newspaper not to write reports which suggest that
the PULO Muslim separatist movement is a big and significant movement
as this would cause disorder in the country. On l3fl5f?5 F.M. Kriengsak 1
also "asked" the newspaper not to report too much on the attacks and |
movements of the Commnist Party of Thailand for the same reason. As
a result the news about all the CPI''s attacks seem to have digappeared
from every newspaper, especially in the English newspapers, the Bangkok
Post and Nation Review where there have been virtually no news on those i
attacks at all since then. l
I
!

On 19/5/78 there appeared a new order from the Prime Minister's
ecretariat which fortade reporters to enter the Government House to
ind news as freely as before, except when there were press conferences.

In summery it seeme that during the past month or so, there |
haeg been a gradual and slow return to a situation where journalists
and publishers are being guietly threatenned not to publish stories
that are noct favourable to the image of the government. We can expect -
even though article 27 in the draft constitution does provide some |
considerable proteciion for the press - that the government will +ry |
even more to gain & tighter control of the press during ite difficult i '
months shead, using decree 42 of NARC, and all other measures available.

Lr
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PART THREE

hctivities of CGRS, find Other Human Rights Groups
1, Activities of CGRS .
During the past two months CGRS, still continued with all its basic |
regular activities such as visiting and helping prisoners and their families; ' |

listening to trials and providing legal aid to political prisoners and so
on, Also it has taken orn some other special activities ineluding orgainising .
a non-violent training seminar, making a simplified summary the legal rights l
|
|

_L- — =

~f the unconvicted offenders and defendants, and co-operating with Amnesty
Toberpetional with its Campaign on Thailand,
ping Prisconers and their Families

CGHS, has continued to visit political prisoners in Bangkok at least
once 8 week at every prison in Bangkok, and also ¥isits political prisoners
up~country on a less regular basis. (n every visit it provides the prisoners
both moral support and encouragement, and also all necessary assistance
according to the prisoners demends and neecds, inecluding money, food, clothes,
books, writing materials and other necessary commodities. Also, it provides
similar support to the poor families of the priscners, both on a regular
basis and in pesponse to special and immediate needs, |

B, Listening to Trials and Providing Legal Aid . ‘

CGRS, keeps menitoring and noting down the proceedings of the trials |

of ahbout ten groups of political prisoners both in Bangkok and up-country,
g s, it has also provided some prisoners with legal aid, For example,
it found lawyers for Mr, Fralom Kaeswsuwan, Mr, Sombat Charankul and Mr, ||
Frayoon Rejpaen, prisoners in the Central Prison of Nakornsrithammarat, |I
(See details in Part Two - Section 3-Report from the South}. Realizing the
fact that most of the political prisoners are poor and thus lawyers have to l.
defend them free of charge, CGRS, has, in order to help both the lawyers and

A,

———

the prisoners, given financial support for documents, end travelling and

lodping expenses of the lawyers in defending many political cases, for

example, the cases of Mr. Somboon and Mr, Vichai Banlusilp, Mr. Surin Suanpes,
Migs Srisamorn Suebbunwong and alsoc the three political prisoners mentioned
above, Also it has heiled out Mr. Julie Klomehit from the Central prison of
Nakornsrithammarat on 5th July, 1978, through hiring land title deeds for the
beil. (See details in Part Two - Section 3 - Report from the South) '




o

j CGES
C. Other Activities of CGRS )
1, BNon-Violent Training Seminar
Background n the pelitical arena Thailand hag
it g0 g Bl Eljc.tober 59’?6 farmers leaders, students
bedome inereasingly viclent, Befora- ' inated: demcnstrations Ltri:-'-:-.
R T 0 ononatTauions, strikeg
and Ether forms of protest resulting inm lese of 1 ﬁ? ;v*-“; --f;;l---‘:r:_-, A
vioclence and killing of ones political opponents, o s ‘*_:_! ;.'r:i M58 M2
disagreed with was being openly advocated by pecple in political and ovep
eadership positions, : £ ot e SRS ¥
religious 1 prenil tiapﬂct- Gth events, whlchtw!tlt,h{-s 1m:it-| vi 'LD'."'_ blll,.hhiugt
i i inatitutionalised vidlence became the
i G;Et;ieTigidG;Tgfiiﬁzdﬂﬁrdatainad at will, political assassinaticms
e i p § fe Y wthority to arrag
zgfitinued, offieials in some areas felt th?.t they had the-fhti{: ;4. y bo .-‘.:.::ut
and kill whoever they wanted to, and guerrillas wep fare with wanton ki1 11ing
both sides intensified, Res. lanu . 7h0
i The stape is rapidly being reached *rrh-':re I_‘-C-J'_'.T_x-lx":_'l h.j-t‘;.:_;._t_ .
from whatever side feel that the anly way to achieve their goals is through
violence and killing, . Dol .
CGHS, however believes violence can never n,chlfs_v-_ asic
ﬂbj'ective of all politieal ideologies, i,e, the ereation of a new ;-.F_-‘._, ty
where suffering is minimised, It believes that:violence cannot create, ‘E:u?
can only destroy; cannot bring people together, but can.rsniyl furt Ner polarise
the society; and cannot sclve protlems, but only intensify the rroblems that
exist even more, .
Furthermors it believes that any future, ideal society canno

constructed on & political and raterialistic framework alone, but must also
have a strong spiritual and valus structure, All religicns in their basie

principles and tenets emphasise love » and not killing,

It felt that neither sctivists, nor relirious youth and leaders
in Thailand were awvare of the tremendous potential of non-viclence in help-
ing solving the myriads of problems that exist in teday's society, nor of
the many tools and methods that heve been developed in the struggles in
other countries, Even fewer are aware of the successes non-violence has
had in countries all over the world, and the potentinl that it has in Thailand.

eate a non=viclent third
foree, which can bring the two extremes close together and help develop the
country on the bases of lgve and spiritual valyes y rather than on the base

of hate and materialism,

: fhe first step in the creation of this foroo
training and concientizatio

= To create an Swareness of the essentialne and potential of
ron-vlolense for solving the problems of th U

~ To promote the formati on of -7z oups off many
different types throughout Thailang SIREE S, a5h1on EE R,

= To deve] non-viglent ;
and religious proups, olent skills amongst activist

LS, social workers,
= To find out Waye in which
the immediate and the long +
and long rs,:m.JII A

these skills can be applied to solve
in Thaj Society in both the short
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Seminer Programme
A The seminar was divided into two main parts.

The first part (12 days) included discussions about the philosophy
and ideas-behind non-viclence, as well as practical training in various tools
and methods of non-violence that are commonly needed by non-viclent organizers,
For example methods of organising groups, running meetings,.campaigning, mob
control, rumour control, role playing, street drama, using gymbolic action ete,
This first part also dealt with the application of these tocls to the problems
of Thai Society: Here, various issues relating to the concern of the participants
were selected (e.g. human riphts, peasant organising, community development,
ete.), so that the participants could see how they could apply the tools that
they had learnt, in dealing with specific issues and problems that they face in
their day to day . work.

The second part (the last two-days) was devoted to a seminar on
nen-violence and Thai society (with much expanded participation). The partici-
pants discussed the ways of spreading the ideas and practice of non-violence
as widely as possible in Thailand, and also discussed and agreed upon the follow
up of the seminar,

Participants

During the first 12 days there were 40 young participants and two
foveign consultants, one from the Movement For a New Society (USA) and one
from the Canadien Friends Service Committes, The 40 young participants included
representatives from active religious youth groups (Buddhist, Catholic, Muslim
and Protestant groups), young progressive activists from various parts of the
country, including university activists, slum teachers and organizers, teachers
in sensitive areas, peasant and community organizers, minority (hill-tribe)
workers, etc, and also full-time workers and voluteers from CGRS, During the
middle weekend of the first part a further 30 activists (with similar background
to the ..ibuvey bub who could not get away from their work) joined the seminar
for two days.
During the final two day seminar, in addition to the 40 participants
in the first part, a further 30 older people, such as university professors,
religious leaders, writers, intellectual leaders, trade unicnists, lawyers,
doctors, and eivil servants jolned.

Followed up
The participants of the seminar agreed to the following follow-up
activies:-
Organizing another non-viclent training for rural workers.
up-country around the end of this year.

Organizing a documentation center on non-vislenoe,

Orpanizing a study group on non-violence and religions.
Froviding assistance to active non-violent groups wherever
possible.

L co-ordinating committee made up of representatives from five
bodies was elected to co-ordinate the werious work groups and participants, _
This coordinatingcommittee as well as working groups for the follow up activities
have been formed and have started to work actively already,

2. Amnesty International Campaien on Thailand

Mealizing that the Amnesty International campaign on Thailar_ﬂ from
15th May - 15th June (later expanded to 30th June) would have scme benefits to
both political prisoners in Thailand and in conscienticizing Thai people about
huwrnan righte problems, GGRS. has given the closest possible cecoperation and
support to Amnesty International. It made supgestions about the topics end
strategies for the campeign, provided background information; and also made
supgestions as to how improvements in this campaign could be made. In addition,

-
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rtant point was that Thai people should be
reaﬁﬁgr::gtugn:hi;ﬁ:gtimﬁl init-i?:tives that are E:}rln;:}q , :*-f“E
kept info 000 leaflets about Amesty International and its campaip nand 4
produced 5, Theiland, Ths leaflets were distributed to people from all iy,
ﬂﬂtiﬂtiﬁﬂénm also ie&ked information about the campaign to verious loca)
o e and magazines, In addition, with the hope of Strﬂilg‘t_:lr_;ll'..‘;:_-:‘;.f. the
2:::5:;;1';“ by Amnesty Internation&iidﬂﬁﬁﬁ. ﬁzﬁ ai.z:r cc??:ff: v‘ .Ild.v,h _:: h 1 n*';‘;ie
1iving abroad in organizing a mrld-la & :Ee?n iy chs_’ -, Jume
%ﬁ} f‘;" tE: ;gzd:’itﬁf ’:;13 :ﬁ;ﬁ:’ mui; different groups of Thai and forejgn
pazplggaa';-nut the human rights situation and political ;ariscm;-r-: ila 3 1l~'r,m"] in
many ccuntries including Japan, US, Canada, England, *rance, Gerrany, Denmark
and Sweden,

Inside the country, both the AI campaign and Th?-n:-:s-.i’:; _:.ri-lj
received considerable press coverage in newspaperaﬁ&nd l!‘.-fl??-{:l!'.l.:":'i,\‘..-l,ﬁ."}“in F-ﬂfigkok
and up-country, In addition; medical students at Siriraj hCJEFlE-'.L:_ ::3_;9:1.;;&%
arranged news wallpaper on the campaign; CGRS, leaflets were z‘:ia-._:;;:_ listributed,
and finall)r on June 15th, the original final day of the campaign :T'}:'_. h was also

a trial day for the Oct, 6 detainses, students and people arranged t have a
special pathering at the compound of the court to emphasize nnd support the
demands of Amnesty Internationsl relating to political prisoners in Thai land,

3. Sumary of ierml Richts of the Fre-convicted Offenders and Defendants,

(=

Almost all prisoners in Thailand, both political or non-politiea],
fact that

are denied their basic legal rights in one way or another despite the
these rights are clearly stated in various laws and repulations, They are

Jy are, for
example, not allowed to read neéwspapers, have medical treatment or pot medicines
or any other cofmedities from the relatives; some are not allowed to he visited,
are detained longer than the leral detention period; some are being chained
on have leg shackles although not having been convicted 3§ others are not allowed
to wear their own clothes 3 et others ‘are not allowed to consul t with their

lawyers,

. CGRS, felt that the denial of
resulted from the fact that the detainees W1
and thus cannot ses clearly what they should be demanding an? struerlins for,

CGRS, has consequently made a summary of the legal rights of both the un-
convicted offenders and denfendants, in

basic leral rights at least partly
are not aware of their own rights

5 simple lanpuage, Tt will publish this
in leaflet form and distribute as videly as possible, both inside and ocutside
prisons,

4 CGHS and the Press
-'..‘_".'—-—lll—"__-_"
3 . During the pagt two months CGRS has received considerable attention
from the press, both possitive ang nerative, The neéws that obtained the greatest
coverage was ahout the case of the arrest of its 2 full-time workers Chaiwat
and Sukhon, Fqr example on June : hon

: : 13, 1978, five newsparers Matichon, Siengpuang-
%m, Daily Times, Nation Review, and Banzkok st, ;Ei’_--.}rtél‘j on th"ﬁ; front page

ﬂ»ﬂ;.ﬂ: an appeal from cleven human riphts eroups in USL o FM, Kriengsak Chomansnd
u;'i:i:ﬁ that ell charges bo dropped when the three were to appear in front of the

e thary court on June 14th, 1978, nd 16, Matichon and Siamrat

i €8s In-the following week there was

' ]
z? 3:?1;31; E:J_;}'m Bﬁ_aeciulﬁranch ind Relipious Groups! in Si;m F.:;t :'eu]cl:f magazine
- ! S, € same e he : irview with Chaiw
and 2 woman from Lhimsa froup S ey mzfaéiﬁedfhintﬁ; g coghon
ame week, a committee members of '
magazihe to be a 'secret supporte®
"hreateneg everyday by telephone',

S

behind the group ¢ - ri;ri*qbﬁa{;”hit
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In the following week Fol, Col, Chalad Saengehuto of the Special Branch
(sec. Part Cne of the report) wrote an open letter to Tawanmai accusing '
Chaiwat of being an "aggressgive" man, and of misreporting facts in his
jnterviews the previous week and told the story of the case of the arrested
CGRS's workers in a completely different way from whet is generally
understood,

Other newspapers, both in Bangkok and the provinces, continued
to report both true and false stories about CGRS with some regularity,
particularly over the last two months in relationship to the AI campaign,
and the publication of the book on the Om Noi case and the rights of
WOrHers.

o, hetivities of Other Human Riphts Groups

During the past two months the most active and courageous of
211 the other groups of people interested in promoting human rights has
heen the extremely courageous and dedicated group of lawyers who at great
personal risk and expence are prepared not only to take up political cases
in all parts of the country, but also to publish articles, make speeches,
and in the case of one of their leaders Mr. Thongbai Thongpao go on a
world wide speaking tour to promote human rights,

Tn order to try to help this proup become stronger, and expand
its membership, preliminary steps are being taken to establish a legal
aid foundation, with the support of ICJ and various international religiocus

orpanisations,

Tt ie heped that this foundation will provide bail and legal
assistance for politiecal priscners, run geminars and training programmes
for lewyers, and publish pamphlets on topical legal issues,
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PART FOUR
SUMMARY OF THE NEWS

l. Elegtion or Coup de'tat ? U -

Ej Since he is a staff-officer, Prime Minister }Fl‘li‘.n{_l;ﬂﬂ]': ’,:..1,1_.:11;; has
no militery power~-base; therefore, he has to ogEpromise with verious
military and political groups. At present,Gen,Serm na Haxorn and Gen.Pren
Tinasulanonda are those who lead the most important military factiong
supporting the government. A scurce told us that Admiral Sa~ngad .::.L‘.lr)r‘?u,
the Chairman of the National Policy Council who is at present 63~years old,
is trying fo seduce Gen.Serm na Nakorn and Gen,Yos Thephasdin na Ayudhye,
After a seven-week private trip to Burope and Lafin Americs with Cen.Serm
ddmiral Se-ngad told the press that "there were réeports saying that some
people didn't want to see me back" (The Nation 5/6/78). At the same time,
he also plans to set up a political pargy together with Gen.Yos who isg
said to have linkage with Former leputy Prime Minister Field Marshal Prapass,

This coming September, a group of 56 top-ranking military offi
will be retired from various posts, Top of the list is Cen.Krianes :
prominent officers include Gen.Yos and Navy Commander-~in-Chief Admiral
Amorn Sirikaya (Tewon Siam 8/6/78). Gen.Kriangsak will vacate his interior
portfolioc to clear thea way for Gen.Yos (Ban Muang 3,/{3{’?8}. But soon after
Admiral Sa-ngad came back, Prime Minister Kriangsak flatly dismisseq Tumours
of an imminent Cebinet reshuffle (Bangkok Fost 6/6/78) s Ovviously = POWEr
game 15 going on, The extreme right-wing groups, some in the cabinet as
w'-%ll,_tr.v very hard to destabilize the sovernment, especially Krianpsak's
position. The plots are on: many crucial issues such ag :-

i) Extreme rightists who used to be against workers! strikes, unexpectedly

Fncourage workers in various enterprises to create unrest, such as in the
Shn OF (U I#Etropul.‘_;tan Electiricity Authority workers® strike; but Paisal
Mhawatchainan a leading wnion leader Wes awere of the situation and informed
Kriangsak; therefore Frime Ninister Kriangsak banned the strike and affirmed
in @ public specch that Mthe govexnmpent will not allow anything to challense
law and order",(Siam Rath 26/5/18). ol eadehime
:1-} tITapﬂHB' “Hiom and Narong asked for the return of their confiscated
asaets, l_(hun;,fmg Sawai, Prapasg! wife, 2lso asked for 86 return of har
gold bullion which she claimed to be worth about B Siaiion 'bc.l-{.h-'-.lgrﬁ

;:ea::fﬂatwid:a—spz_'ead reaction among the People; thcrefcre, the fovernment

whiph ; n l:.r in dilemma, Frapass also broposed to get up a sammE:- 1

{Ba.r(i kalf ;éud Eugld be aimed at helping poor farmers and agriculturists

i ;t /6/78) Uty the Prime Minister said he qignts Sh vy

said :n i ;re::i::;?mﬁmlﬂltgm‘kﬁ at the moment, On the 24th of June, Prapsss
érence that n,, : , T L

.Ei!ilitiﬁ:“ (Br?-ngkok Post 25/5‘/?5}: «in the future I may be forced to play

to attack E‘;ﬂg S.ouPs such as yillage scouts helped some political groups

King, The '11:5:&:E Ebﬂut_hlg Presentation of China's invitation to the

thero has boen 5 eperss 2Ol She 1.5 0DOUE & coup de'tat, Meanwhile,

g Er B r CT rﬂm he k] ! L2 s =aaWWil : 3
suthorities Prohibiting village Bwﬁ:e;?:; aleiry %o various concerned
upcoming elec- ; i
wlt::-::- is f;iﬁ: tii?;:.t_T?m WOVE Wae strongly Attacked by Thamanoon Thien-~nguen
iv)  The g‘wernn-zv;t “’_ NE grouwp of the formep Frachathipa+th Folitical Partye.
i Thai*‘ﬂﬂl‘ﬁhﬂdi'a;-l c:;:s Bt;ongly.ﬂritiaized about the events occurring on
of the formes o utrThag_m? order, by People such ag from Chatchai Choonhawon
18 in conflict 1-;ith Fra iyl (bujt this party is not 8trong since Chatchai
the border will Hot af}zzin%}:ail{;;:anggs?k‘ howev“?rr 8ald the incidents along

odian relationships (Ban Muang 2/5/78).
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But, Gen.fos sald 1t does affect these (Siam Rath 11/5/78), And Gen.Amorn
said that the government should not keep passive but should sirongly and
violently react (Siam Rath 9/5/78). i
v) The fact that the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) has grown larger
despite the suppression has indirectly damaged the present government
especially Kriangsak's position. Moreover, some officers, whether inten-
tionally or not, have exaggerated the situation; and this made Kriangsak ask
the public not to get "overly excited”, He also ordered provincial governors
to exerclse exireme care in giving Press interview about the situation in
communist infested areas, (Bangkok Post 18/6/78)

Lt.Gen.Vitoon Yasawasdi, & very intelligent staff officer who
has just come, back from his "hibernation" as Student Superintendent in
Tokyo was summoned to see Prime Minister Kriangsak; he spent more than one
hour with the Prime Minister but said nothing to reporters éxcept that
"there might be a change after October, but not now.". At present, Gen,
Vitoon is officially attached to the Supreme Command, (Siam Rath 24/5/78)

On the 15th of June, there was a2 party organized by Gen.Serm for !
high-ronking army officers at Suan Ruen, It should be noted that no i
outsider or reporter was allowed to join this party, and Kriangsak himself | ;
abruptly left the ASEAN conference held at Pattaya to join the varty. il
I: ’

|

Tawor Siam 16/6/78) Frize Minister Kringsak -called for a spe¢ial meeting
on the 17th of Juna among 211 ministers, provineial governors, airector
generals of ali departments, directors of six state enterprises under the
Interior Ministry, commanders—in-chief of the three armed forces, srmy _
commanders of oll regions and provincial police commiesioners at Government | |i
House. (The Nation 16/6/78) el

E) The draft constitution, containing several controversial clause,
went to the legislative body on the 23rd of June, and came under heated
and severe attacks from many members of the Netional Legislative Assembly.
Consequently, the debzte on the draft constitution was postponed. (Siam
Rath 24/6/78)

Some of the highlights of the draft constiftution are as follows: 4
la In case that there is no Crown Prince to succeed to the Throne, ||I

a Frincess, with the approval of Parliament, can succeed to the Throne.
2. The Prime Minister can either be slected or appointed with
the approval of Parliament. i
3« Mobilization of lzbour is prohibited unless it is done by .
virtue of a special law, (Bangkok Fost 11/6/78) I |
4« The appointed senators are given overwhelming power because l
|
I

they comprise threc-fourths of the total number of MPs, By this, the draft

constitution gives the right to the NPC chairman (presently is Admiral

Sa=ngad) to become the prime minister. (Siam Rath 3/6/78). :
However, in an effort to minimize the number of politie_ml perties

in the upcoming general election, the Interior Ministry, which Kriangsak

is presently the minister, will impose a minimum membership of 5,000 for

the formation of & politicsl party. (The Nation 20/6/78)

2e Military Defence i
i} The US government will supply necessary defence weapons to Thailand
and will reaffirm its commitments to Thailand under the Manila Pact and the
Dean Rusk-Thanat Khoman communigue. (Bangkok Post 5,:‘5,"]’5] : &
But, the effectiveness of Thanat-Rusk and Manila Pact could h:.,rtl;.r
be considered valid in prectice unless Thailand faces an ext?rnai_r. jtlgr:a .
(The Nation 7/5/78) Commenting on US Vice President Hondalg ;t\rls:. 101 ”
Asia, Vietnam accused the United States of hatching 2 new military p
Southeast Asia. (The Nation 5/5/78)
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ij) a1 news " reporters will b?mﬁﬁzigsdlg%}?gf-tﬂ attond a’ po litiea)
Grient?:ﬁn ﬁdﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁntﬁiﬁﬁst s&iad has been set up by the
Spﬂclal Hﬂrfﬂrﬂ' Gantrei {Eangkﬂk PGSF }5/5;’?8\!3' a large r;umh';l‘ of ""b.."}t'.'l-

iv) The Santisuk (Peace) Association g A g numbor of shotguy ,,
ammunition to the Prime Minister to be distributed to defence v iunteerg,
(Bmgkilf P;li: igﬁfa?ﬁz‘.nister's 0ffice has just ismf:l aﬁnm-: l“ on
giving shotguns and cash rEHardEa io clvlléans who manage to kill s
communist insurgents. (The Naticn 31/5/78) B o

vi) IS0C will $rain civilians to take part as the buffer in
communist insurgency.( Matichon lﬁ/ﬁf?ﬁ}

—

£OP Buri

3« Insurgency Py

The Macist-oriented Communist Party of T’.‘-.L'i}iaf_‘ﬁi \Lil) hag uui up
its arms operations against the government 1nq42 ol {‘3 DI‘JHJ* e 1
country. The CPT now has an estimated armed_mrce_:}: at least 15,000 and
has succeed in setting up many sirong bases in various mouniainous and
border areas in the country. Officials reported that t-{:t‘.:rf;-.-z? January 1
and June 13, some 111 insurgents were killed and J2 captured in the entire
country, (Bangkok Post 16/6/78)

4t present the CPT has some conflicts with the Communis &
Vietnam, and cocuses Vietnam as being revisionist, A scurce said that it
has also closed down its "schools" in Laos which provided politic
arms training to Thai insurgenis, The closure of these schools hes resulted
in the establishment of more "schools™ in Cambodian territory, (The Nation
6/5/18 )

Unfortunately, as can be seen from the various reports from +
regions below, insurgenis attacks; and government Buppression activities
seem to be increasing at a rapid rate, 4s is always the case it is usually

(3

the innceent and confuszed villager who suffers mosty, through the wi lenning
armed conflict that is taking part throughout the country. How n bo

the government forces and the CFT learn that the Wy to solve the peos
problems is not tarough killing and counter killing, but through
finding a middle way, ond sincerely trying to solve the myriads
fecing Thai people, and their root caused

4s Reports from the RE.‘.’IiGﬂE
d.) The South

The situation in the south has worsenned because of governmen
la.unchu:.rr.l ocffensive operations,and increasing attacks by elements of 1
Communist Party of Phailand (CFT), the Communist Farty of Malaya (CI
Sepiratist movements (such as PULDf and common bandit gangs, A sours
indicated that CEN is now closely Co-operating with CPT, and the separatist
Movements have recently set up the Muslim Liberation Front undes CPT,

A% present, a Thai-Malaysian Joint-operation called "Selamai-Sewadee"
hos been launched against an estimate 1,000 GPN insurgents in Tarn-to
district angd Betong Salient of Yala province, Artit Magazine reported
;l.}hﬂ'.l} the Hala;.ra?.an troops engaging in anti~CpEy campaign in southern
Thailand have killed gverp one thousand innocent Thaji villagers, (The
Kation 15f5f73) PULO which is active in Pattani
of planting a bomb in a Provincial fair
(Dao Siam 10/5/76)

- 4s for the CFT, it is reported to Le sotive along the Ban-tha
gfuntﬁi? TAnge and the adjuining arcas covering Suratthani, Nakorn Sri
Thammare,j, Krabi, Trang, Pﬂt"‘:t‘-luna,ﬂatun and Sonmgkla, The areas whor
ineidents occured during the last two months.can be listed as follows

L 172 a0
and Narathiwat was accused

in Narathiwat on the 9th of May.
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a) Suratthani: Wiengsra district, Panom district, and the main
nighway between Suratthani and Ta-Kua-Pa district of Fhang-nga province,. |

1) Nokorn Sri Thammaraj: Ron Phiboon, Nabon, Toongsong, Cha-uad |
aistricts and Krung Ching in Ta Sala district,. '

: Deputy Interior Minister Gen.Prem Tinsulanonda, after inspecting
the Nabon 1;1::1';11-,nt in which 10 civilian dﬁfenqa-qolunteers were killed
gaid that the insurgents are stepping.up. thoip offensives against d.efe.:!me
volunteer units. (Thée Nation 20/6778) G o - .

in army officer was urgently recalled . to ISOC headquar%%f'for an |
explanation after s, Thai newspaper published his statement saying that the
communist Krung Ghing'ﬂamp T‘“-'ff‘é"n,ﬂ:x;.t}ﬁp.jbul"ﬂd by the forces had been retaken
by the insurgénis. {Iﬁa'.ngkf.;nk-'Postﬁ'?;?‘lfﬁf‘?'ﬁ} i
o) Trang: Yan Ta Khao district jify .
About 200 communist insurgents forced policemdn to surrender ‘

Y g ' el

o razed the ;;.3']3’__,31;-_ stoition tn ground, Authorities said that some insurgents !
1uk-:; the oen tral dialect and looked very young. This incident occured
f ber the :;El't-h;:I‘l‘t:_LE:‘:ﬂ operated the "Yoothakarn-Wathana" plen to suppress the
11*-5111‘&-?'-'?11-;3 in the infested area along the border line between Pattalung end Trang. il
d) Pattalung. fuan Kanun district , : ‘
The Prime Minister assigned Gen.Prem to inspect the incident
which 12 Border Fatrol Police were killed and 24 injured when communist
jnsurgent attacked their ouiposte (The Nation gfﬁf'fﬂ} |
¢) Songkla: Sadao; Na-thawce and Sabayoi districts | !
Pol. Gen.Montchai said that the worst part in Songkla is Il i
Na—thawee whore clashes ocour almost every day; he also' added that he . ‘ |
welieved that there are students in the insurgent groups. (The Nation 4{6{(?3} |
!, guppression operation celled "Kit+ithep 2" was centred in : |
Na~thawee and Sabayoli districts. (The Nation 16/5/'?3} | |
) Satun: Kuan Kalong district f |1
‘g) The Horth |
Many cources indicated that the Central Committee of the CPT has ‘
its base in the owverlapping mountainous areas of Payao and Fan provincesj
where Mitr Samanand the present Secretary-General ise. CFT also succeed in
settings up strongholds in' the overlapping mountainous areas of Phisanulok, |
1t a2lsc has other strongholds along the border line “

Petchoboon and Loeil.
in Tak, lae-hong-son, Chiengrai and Utharadith provinces, and in the
soutbern parts. of Chiengmai, Lampoon and lLampang provinces,

During the last two months, the situation in Nan province was _
reported to be extremely grave; a district chief said that CPT intended to _
seize complete control over the northern area of the Nan River basin |
coveringz Thing Chang, Chieng Klang, Pua and Wung-pa distr.‘lr.cta by the end [
of this year, (The Nation 13/6/78) There were also many attacke on
strategic road construciion units such as that on the road between lae .
Sod and Um-pang in Taek provincey Li and Serm—ngam between Lampoon and |
Lampang provinces, Pang-po and Bang Kum in Chiengrai, and Iub-Lae and
Pan Kok in Uthradith. Other incidents that occured were in_}langchut
district of Lampang province, Mae 3ai and Chieng Kong n}istrlcta of
Chiengroi province, Mae Jam district in Chiengmai province, f:‘fhat—‘tr&“km
and Nekorne-thai districts of Pitsanulok provinceé;j and Ban-ral district
which covers two-thirds of Uthai-thani province (only BUT‘M- from Bangkok)
wag reported to be under the control of the insurgents. (siam Rath Efﬁf'fa}
The Netional Information Gentre reported that in Fetchabour_l province
alone, at least 3,000 yillagers has recently became communist supporters.

(Siam Rath 6/6/78)
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el rth-East
| e g:: gzct}nd army region command said ‘!:-hat the CFPIh%‘:.d announced that
it would liberate the sourthem part of Nortikeast frgm 5:}%*5&-:‘,45 N
rajsrima within this year, (Sieng Puang Chon 16/‘5,/?_} The 81tustion
this last two months has been much more severe than in {:jﬂ{‘;lﬁ e, s
(Siam Rath 17/6/78) Communist insurgents have also révived a 8irong. oampajg
to gain suppori from villagers by dispatching mobile medicazl units 4o Temote

O

villagesiin the Northeast to provide free treatment. (Bangkok Post 29/’5/?5}

&kﬂrn..

The CPT stronghelds in this region are in the.]-'u-parp mountainons
areas near Nakorn Panom province, The situation in various other northe
gastern provinces can be summarized as followsi= -
loei: Communist insurgents launched rocketd 8t and attacked the road cop-

struction unit of the road linking Pak Chom district to Nam Som dis triet in
Udornthani province. (Daily Times 8/5/78) There was also an ambush on a
DPF unit in Chietig Khan district. -

- Udons theni: Apary from the atgocks ‘that occured along the sirategic road,

I the insurgents 2lso attacked and razed Police statiovhs in Ban Docon- district
' close to Sekonnakorn province, (Tawor Siam 4,/5/78)

| Nakornpanom:. Communist insurgents attacked " a road construction unit of

| the road linking Nakorppanom, Sakérnmakorn and Karlsin which is along the

Fu-parn range, (Nakorn Sarn 15/5/18)
| A group of 40 youths, believed do be former students, was reported
to have sneaked back into the country at Kwanyal sub~distriot. (Pangkok
| Post 5/6/18) : :
| Khon-Koend 4 group of 11 village headmen in the seneitive district of
B Hranuan reeigned, (The Nation 5,/6,’?8} The provincial administration
g sought permission from the Second Army Region to declare
i Kranuan, Chumpae and Seechompoo- (B
i Fost 10/6/78) But the army said that situation in Khon-Kaen ic not serious,
| i Tawon Siam 20}'5{?3] However, a source told us that the mountainous arecas
| } covering Kranuan in Khon-Kaen, Sri-that in Udornthani and Nong-¥rungsri
[ i Ore sensitive after the military launched a
Suppressive operation called "Pog Hung" which commenced on 11th of
' { | Ubon-ratchathani: Wam Yuen district township was gtormed with BFC roc
|

three districts-
to be communist infested areas. (Bangkok

i' in Karlsin have become much m

grerlmdes Eli.nd automatic gunfire, (Bangkok Fost J.Tfﬁ/’?ﬂ} However, _,:
an investigation, Fol.Gen,Choompol disclosed that the incident secmea
Susplclous since 2 report said th

o D &t the attackers were drunken and a village
W ntentiona tilled whereas i in jure Sieng Ubo
i 21{5{?5) no officer was even injured. (Sieng Uben
. Buri-—rum,_ﬁurin. Sri-sa-ket: These three Provinces were said to b
I m;?st sensitive areas of the North-East, especially Buri-ram., Acco
. high ranking officials of the Supreme Gc:mmand, the insurgents inten
obstruct the fonsiruction of Laharnsaj-Ta " rosd 148k
ram and the EBasterp province of Fraghin

D The East

The my anncunced that 141 incidents had cecured along the

Gmnbuflian-—ThaJ, border over the Past four months and declared that "strong
ruta,l:!.a.t::r:ir meéasures have to be taken™, (Bangkok Post 19/5/78) Deputy
Interior H:.z}mter Frem Tinsulanonda announced that Yhmer Houge soldiers
IEE;& ;een directly involved in the killing, of Thai people along the border.
a;t:r E;ﬂﬁ :’:0/5 78) But, lir,G.il.8taley the Australian Ambassador said
to atdin 'T;;? t?lﬂr&nya:pa.that fﬂhc’zt "there is no reason for the Cambeodian
b 1 villagers", (Thai Rath 6/5/78) A district chief said
JUev JUGgIng from the tactics used, Communist insurgents were not involved
in the killing of Thai people along the border. (Matichon 6/5/18)

g the
"

Phaye strategic road linking Buri-
Buri. (Bangkek Post 16/6/18)
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But that CIA, & leading rightists in Chonburi, and a group of White Khmer I
employed by ISOC were behind the border incidents, (Santi-parb, June 78)
Lord Mayor of Aranya-pathet admitted that some 20 per cent of incal residents
numbering about 14,*1"'2'[.} have been evacuated intend with some going as far as
Bangkok, Nakorn Rajsrima and elsewhere, (Bangkok Fost 11/5/78)

' I:_Iamb-::);.ilf;] authorities have moved their villages 25 km. away from
the border, said Gen.Serm. (The Nation 16/5/78) And Thai authority have
imposed a lE-—h:?ur curfew on four border villages following an ambush on a
passenger bua in a border village which left 10 dead, 17 wounded and 1
several missing « (Bangkck Post 25/5/78) '

4s far as the CIT is concerned,the biggest stronghold of the
insurgenis in this region was reported to be located in an area some 80
kme north of Ilor-rai sub-district of Trat province. (The Nation 14/5/78)
::cc::l"il!-__; t:.: an army spokesman, CPT declared to make Tapraya district in
Prachin-burl proviunce 2 liberated area before the end of thia year.

(The Nation 19/5/18

5. Labour News
- mzjor issues have dominated the news about labour over the past
two months, namely: the May Day celebrationsj the proposals o increasc
the minimum wagej; workers demends and strikesj industrial accidents; and
finally =and most seriously the new regulation number 5 of the labour
protection laws
A) lMay Day |

The disunity of the Labour movement was fully illustrated by the
fact that the three labour federations (ie.the Natiomal Labour Council-hIC!
led by Peaisal Thawatchainand; the Naticnal Counecil of Thai labour-NCTL~ ¢
headed by Senan Vongsuthee; and the Free labour Council of Thailand - FLCT- .
led by inusak Boonyoprapai) could not agree to join together for the May ‘

Day celebrations.
Thus three separate events took place. Firstly the government and .
PLOCT sporsored sctlivity in Amporn Gardens; secondly the NCTL celebration |
n Samut Prakarnj; and finslly the NCC sponsored activity in Rangsit. |
The government had hoped that the Amporn Gardens activity would he .
notional celebration with the Prime Minister making an opening speech.

But only 500 workers came to greet PM, who in his speech urged all workers ,
to stay united, and praised the workers' "sincerity, gacrifice and patience" |
thus helping to maintain peace in the gountry .

Thie celebration was boycotted by the NCL with Paisal going to
Fekings, Union leaders - Amad Kamthetthong and Suntiorn Kaewnet said that
government officials interfered in a workers' affair. (The Fation 15/78)

The PM explained afterwards that government didn't interfere the
May Day celebration and didn't have ill intentions to ferment disunity !

Ay

among the workers. (Bangkok Fost 3/5/18)

B) Minimum Wage |
The minimum wage committee announced on May 15th that wage would be |

raised to 35 baht a day - an increase of T baht or 25 per cent— fro Bangkok
and the surrounding provinces. -
The roate was ‘worked out on

t+he basis of data from gseveral national
sources and a survey carrised out by the committee on the earnings of a
sample of 93 low income families which came out at 569 baht a monthe

The committee also made three other recommendations on ways to 1_1'311’-’
workers, namely by arranging betier welfare, stabilising the prlcei f:fr- o
consumer products and eatablishing consumers ' co-operatives. (Bangko 1

15,17/5/18) .
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1 inister of Interior, charge of labour
affairs rmif:;m:::;ﬁ:ﬂ? nzw rate claiming that ‘thit':re ;f—i-mt Eimu gh
i i d data and thus he could not pass the recommendations of the
information E':a the cabinet., He added that most of the employers alreagy
camm;tt“: ;Enﬁ to pay even the former rate of 28 baht, and thus the
coul n°h 1d 5: reu;msiﬂ.ered by the new minimum wage committee(consig ting
matter s “usenta‘tives - 9 from the government, 3 from emp:‘lﬂyerg and anothen
gffizmriizeemplﬁyees} beccuse the term of the former committee expireqg on
May 18. The announcement of the new minimum wege would not be made unti]
October. géﬁgugﬁmﬁigﬁg{zﬁimamcament produced strong reze ti-uz? from Pajigay
Thawatchainan, who blamed Damri for "4rying to incite unrest and protest

I

the capitalist's interest,.as well as from.pther labour leaders, (The Nation
2&/5';?5} The protests from Paisal and others over the proposed delay in
fixing a new minimum wage, forced Damri to_hac.k dom:i, and. agree tc pass the
cxisting proposals on to the Ministry of Finence, with his recommendation
that the wage would be 32 baht.

C) [Morkers' Demands and Strikes vy

The cabinet zpproved in prinsirle the Proposal to upgrade the
Frovincial Water Works Authority to a.state enterprise &s demanded By +the
workers in April, (Bangkok Post 10/5/78)

Throughout May and Junc there was a large number of demands and
strikes over economic issues, including to inclease living allowance, wages
and other benefits (such as funersl, medical andhousing allowances eic).

For example "Ihai Daimaru" workers went on strike on May 2, (Siam Rath 3/5/18),
the Siam Cement Group Trade Union gave their demands to the exeoutives on

May 8 (Siam Rath 9/5/98) s Klouw Nam Thai Hospital workers on May 13, the

Oil and Fuel Organization (OF0) workers on June 1.the State Railway of
Thailand workers on Junc 5y the Telephone Orgonization of Thailand Workers

on June 2 ete, (Nation 1{5)?&, Bangkok Post 2/6/78, Matichon 10/6/18)

The most significant Case was of the MEA (Metropclitan Electricity
Authority) workers who demanded an increase in salary of 300 baht for the
workers earning less than 6,000 baht, (The MEA Lebour Union sent 10 point
demand %o the excoutives on May 12), 'The workers went on strike on May 24
when the executives rejécted the demand end saiq that if the salary was to
be raised, the workers would have to pay taxes themselves, The Prime
Hinister as the linister of Interior and Director of the Internal Security
Division issued urgently 2 orders on May 24 ordering the workers to go
back to work,

The workers tricd 4. compromise b
baht, but this wag not accepted, thue the g
Relation Committee on May 28, The decision, announced on June 27, stated
that the sallmry would be raised fur everyone including executives by an
amount ranging from 184-500 baht dccording to the present salary scale and
that the workers would have to Pay their own taxes,

The MEA workers then wope mourning clothes for T days from June 29
Eﬁm]{iﬁgr: ;I{‘Si??]:l at ﬂmlﬁ Hﬁﬂ to pruterﬂtﬁgainsjc the Labour Relation
Ministry of T;t:i;;‘?‘bﬂcas LA Labour Union d.acldgd to appeal to the
: ] 8¢ this decision was unjustified and against the

Labour Law because it chonged the employment condition ( i

. n (by making the
workere pay their ownm tax) (Sian Raht 16 s Th 29, /6
Daily News 25/5, Matichon Eﬁfﬁf‘}‘ﬂ:} /3 R B e

J accepting an increase of 200
espite wgs sent to the Lazbour




D.) Workers' Accidents

Miss ohabaprei Yodkarn, aged 16, a worker at Siem Meat Products
ractory,lanawa, Bangkok, was caught in a mechine for an hour without help
until her right arm was almoet cut off on May 2nd, Mrs.Chamchan Muwnnikorn,
+he owner of the factory, said that she would take responsibility for the
event 2nd pay compensation,

Seven workers were killed and 24 injured in a huge steam boiler
explosion at the Lee Heng Chan rice mill in Soi Chet Chamrerng off Petche
kasem Road, Thonburi, The boiler had been used for 17 years, Police arrested
the ohief mechanig of the mill, Pae Hienthong, and charged him with negligence
leading to death and injury.

The CGompensation Fund of the Labour Department only covered those
rilled and injured whilst on duty with the relative of those heing killed
being given 6Q% of the last salary for 5 consecutive years plus 5,000 baht
for funeral cxpences, Those injured receive 50% of their salary until they
precover and medical expences not exceading 20,000 baht each, A4t first the
Labour Department claimed the event did not take place during working hours,
but after the csse was taken to court agreed to pay compensation.

E' Cabinet 's Announcement and the Labour Protection Law No.D

According to Paisal Thawatchoinang the cabinet's announcement
prehititing any lncrease or ad justment in the wages of state and private
enterprise workers who had already geined increases sincé 1975, was completely
unjustified. (Siem Rath 27/6/18)

Even more sericus was the fact that the MNinistry of Interior issued
a new regulation (the Labour Protection Law No.5) which stopped the companies
having 1o give their employers "a holiday in lieu" of any public holiday
which fell on Saturday or Sunday,., The Law glso stated thaet any employer
who paid a dismissed employee a bonus or welfare fund that was equal or
hicher than the legnlseverance pay would no longer also have to pay severance

[=

Py
The anncuncomentd together with the cabinet's approvement one)

drew an immediate and engry response from every labour leader end all tbree
labour councils. (Bengkok Fost 28/6/78) Thus this two month period which
started with the May Dsy disunity amonget labourers ended in & united protest
against government injus ticey

—— e
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