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Readers

The Human Rights in Thailend Reports editor wish to make

apolegy to our readers for the delayed publication of the Human Rights in
Thailand Report, May-June, 1979,
T In this issue, we continue to eppeal to our readers +-
give urgent assistance for 4 pointe g=
1, Somchit Morasilp, a village-headman from the s uthern

.

province of Nekornsrithammarat, was ' invited ! by & navy offi er and
disappeared, His parents and the villagers who urged the authoritics to
to tell about his whereabouts are now facing harassment and threats,
Please send telegrams and letters to ensure his safety and to secure his
unconditional release to the Commander of the Fourth Army, the Minister
of Defence and the Prime Minister, Your immediate action will surely help
to ensure the safety of Somehit Morasilp, (see P,P. 7)

2, Omnod (Supap Fasa-ong) Case will get a court sentonce on
August 15 this year, The 7 defendants in this case are workers and w rker
leaders arrested under communist charges, Please send telegrams and letters
to the President of the Supreme Court, the Prime Minister, « Xpressing your
concern on the case, (ses P,P, 23) :

3, The Minibus Treason Case will get a court sentence on
hugust 14 this year, The 9 defendants had in 1976 led or joined the
stration against a franchise of a bus company and were arrested for T reason
in Kingdom, Please send telegrams and letters expressing your concern on

the case to the Judge hdvocate General, Commander of the jrd Army Precinet,
and Prime Minister Kriengsak Chopanan, (see P,p. 22) :

4, CGRS and many other STOups are campaigning for the abol-

ishm&nt of the MtRﬂ Decree 22 (Endangering Soelety), which allows the police
© arrest and detain people without Passing through judicial process, We
pould appreciate JOur assistance in campaigning for the abolishment of the

Decree 22 by %etters and telegrams to the Prime Minister of

of Thailand,

Ne would 1ike you to keep us informed of your actions and

Send us the copies of ur 1 a 15 £
for Artise igns::m elegrams and lettera, so that we can use them

is always we thany all o1 i
ir friends overseas for your continu-
;:Imiuppnittfor and interest in our Don-violent efforts to create a more
Soclety, where human values end human lives are sacrosanct,




THE HOMAN RIGITS STTUATION

During the past two months the Thai people
the period after election when the political u]imtg gzpllthga:zmt:i:rnu::
relatively open to struggle widely for their justified rights., However
since the open climate was infact a deceptive illusion, given the undem;-
cratic government with the prime minister and most of his ministers not
elected by thepeople and the House of Representatives having very little ..
power and given the existence of many unjust and oppressive laws, such as
the anti-Communist Activities Act, the Martial Law and many MARC dictatorial
decress, the struggle of the people are at the risk of their security and
lives, Already many people were threatened, harrassed, arrested or even
murdered, Whilst the people's movements for their rights and freedom grew
in strength, the rightist groups, which had been very active before the
October 6th, 1976 Coup, appeared again on the political arepa,. by taking
up the Indochinese refugee and the Vietnamese invasion controversial ques-
tions to expand the feelings of chauvinism amongst the people and urging
the government to purchase arms for them to fight against the Vietnamese,

The most active movement during the past two months was that
of the workers who inspite of Martial Law and NARC decrees that prohibit
gatherings and strikes have held protest and demonstration against the un-
just management or demanding for more wages, cost of living allowances, etc,
During the two month period there were protests and strikes in up to 20
factories, the highest figure since October 1976. Although most of the
strikes ended with the workers' demands being met, there were also & few
cases that the workere were dismissed from their work after the strike,
and one case at Thai Rung Union Car factory that 170 strikers were arrested
by the police during the strike,

hccording to ‘the Labour Department announcement on June 2,
there were in Thailand 65,000 factories, 15,000 of which were in Bangkok,
Up to May 21, there were 181 labour unions, 95 of which were in Bangkok
and 86 in the country-side, with 95 unions being in state enterprises and
122 in private business, In the past most of the labour movements were
led by the stronger labour unions in state enterprises, whilst the workers
in private bussiness remained unorganised and inactive, However, during
May-June, up to 75% of the movements were done by workers in private business,
which was & very pleasing point.

Many groups including OGRS have started with the campaign
against one of the most unjust laws pamely the PARC Decree 22 (Endangering
Society) which empowers police to arrest and detain people for 4t any length
of time without passing through judicial process. The campaigns goes well
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particulerly when the House legislation - scrutiny committee approved 5
bills proposed by 4 political parties on July 11 to abolish the NARC
Decreec 22, The bills will thus bs forwarded to Parliament for debate.
The Committee, during the same session, turned down e bill which sought
to revoke NARC Decrees 1 and 30, which state that certain catagories of
cases must be tried in the Military Court.

One of the big news during the past two months was the
arrest of two big persons, the governor of Trat province and the former
Commander of Bangkwang Maximum Security Prison, The provincial governor
was arrested for alleged involvement with the murder of Pichit Kitvirat,
s local journalist and stringer for Bangkok newspaper who was shot dead
on Mey 25 this year, whilst the ex-commander of the prison was accused of
involving in the escape of a major drug trafficer, At about the same
period there was also news (not half as big) on the release of two big
men, Former Fire Brigade Chief M,R, Chetchand Pravit and former deputy
Special Branch commander Thipcharoen Choovej who were charged with compli=-
cation in corruption and murder of a police officer respectively.

It wes the first time since October 6, 1976 that the student
unions of 18 universities both in Bangkok and up-country are able to per-
form & united movement, On June 29 - July 1, student unions of 1€ universi-
ties organized an exhibition of pictorial displays, stage performance and
panel discussion on Vietnam problem at the conference hall of Thammasat
University., The students called on the Vietnamese government to halt its
military adventurism in Indochina, to recognize the sovereignty, indepen=
dence and territorizl intesrity of other countrics and to take more respon=
sibility for its own citizens and the refugee problem, The extibition was
grected by 4,000 people, mostly students, everyday, Earlier on June 25
the 18 student unions had submitted a letter with similar demands to the
Vietnamese Embassy in Bangkok, but the embassy refused to accept the
letter.

Many rightist groups have during the same periocd taken up
the Vietnam and Indochiness refugee problem, through protest letters, leaf-
lets end demonstretions., On May 25 a 'United Mess Power Organization’
comprising ofllrightist groups sent letters to many embassies in Bangkok,
urging the embassies to urge the Vietnam' government through the Vietnam
embassy to stop all 'hostile' actions against the Thai people. On June 18
about 3,000 demonstrators calling themselves "the People Volunteers for
War" cathered at the Government House demanding that the government pro-
vide arm training end purchase arms for them in event of security threats
from neighbouring Indochinese countries, The demonstrators also voiced
support for government action in forcing some 40,000 Cambodian refugees

cut of Thailand.

CGRS is cencerned about this indochinese refugee problem
end the wide feeling of chauvinism amongst the Thal people, an

d has made




g public statement on the humenitarian standpoint supporting the non
pushback policy, but at the same time urging the Vietnam government to
be directly responsitle for the refugee problem end urging other coun-
+ries to take in more refugees to their countries with more kindness
and justice and now,.

It is extremely essential that men must help his fellow
huren beings in preserving their lives and the right to live, particu-
1arly when they have greet sufferings and most need help, regardless
of the difference in nationality, religion and ideclogy. Natiomal
snterest must not be used as an excuse to damage other pecple's lives
end security, or to make war on other nations, gince this has always
been the greatest obstacle on our path to a humene and peaceful world,




MISUSE (F GOVERNMENT FPOWER

r Provineial Governor Arrested for Murder a Local Journalist

l . . Governor of Trat Province, Mr, Panya Reuk-urai, was arrested
! for alleged involvement in the murder of Pichit Kitvirat, a local journaiig:
‘ l and stringer for Thai Rath newspaper and Associated Press,

- Pichit Kitvirat (33) wes shot dead on May 25 this year by 2
I gurmen while he was riding a motorcycle from his home to the press office 1

! Muang District, Trat Province, leaving behind his just married and prc;-nar._ﬁ

|

l

| i 1 wife, His death reasoned from his newsreports disclosing the malpractices
l 1 and corruptions of many local administrative offiders, ineluding the provin.

|

i

| | cial governcr,

i The giant Thai Rath newspaper continuously reported on tha
death of its reporter and the pregress of police investigation on the ecoce
| for many days, thus putting pressure on the police department to find the

| ({5 real murderer, Shortly after Pichit's death, two gunmen, a police sergeant,
| ! the president of Trat Provincial Council and finally the governor of Trot
1 1 Frovince were arrested, The deputy director-general of the Police Depart-

} ment said to the reporters on June 12 that thepolice had enough evidence to
1 | support the case against the provincial governor, Panya Reuk-urai, who, along
i ' with 6 other suspects, is believed to have had & hend in the rurder,

~.‘ : Former Prison Chief in Prison
| |

| | The former Commander of the Bang Kwang Maximum Security Prison
| g was arrested on June 21, 1979 for alleged involvement in the escape of major
|I:i . drugs trafficker, Siri Sirikul, from Bang Kwang prison on June 30, 1977.

| ; The police had earlier arrested two 1>w ranking priscn offi-

1 ! ciaels, Boonsri Polsaeng andChamrag Doklamchiegkpfter the escape of the drmge
trafficker from the prison. The interrogation of the two however came oub

| that Harn Pansomboon, who was commander of Bang Kwang prison when Siri eseaped,

i q was directly involved in the forgery of Siri's release warrant,

| ' The ex-commander strongly denied involvement in the forpgery
! Iy Df asany wrrant, However, Gnegsm.u'ue said a witness had given = :
Eaizerge;i :‘:.rlldica,tmg that Harn " rewarded " hinp with 5,000 Baht (U55250)
19'??rﬂamrl s release, and promised a bigger revard later, After June 30,
| frem 100 tgﬂggﬁh;raﬂht?ﬂ »000 Baht in cash, plus several lesser amounts ranging
S84 that to » One member of the three man investigation committec
i rther interrogation of Bang Kwang officials will be carried ont.

H
¢ believed that there were many more officials invelved in this escape.

iceman jailed for ar t

The chief inspector of Khu Mue i %
ng police station, Buriram Pro-
vinee, was arrested on May 5 for allegedly ordering the abr::rti:re assassinati .



of & provincial hussinessman philanthropi Nakha

r pist. Pol.Maj. Sawasd
ws.arrustefl on ﬂhﬂraEg of instructing two junior cfficers, Pvt Sonﬂiﬂi
Proikhuntod and Pvt, Vichien Premvichit, to kill the haminesam;'l on Ei;il 20

Police said Maj, Sawasd alle

. gedly wanted the businessma
Teng Kieng or Chang sae Ung, dead because he kn i
B e o e ’ e knew too much about Sawasd's

Pvts. Songpel and Vichien are alle y
) ged to have tossad a
grenade at Mr. Teng Kieng's car while he was retirning home from work,

: However, the grenade missed its mark and the two policemen
escaped hurriedly, leaving behind their motoreyele which was later discovered
by three other policemen who reported it to Maj Sawasd,

Eut‘instead of praising the three officers, Maj. Sawasd
allegedly reprimanded them for patrolling the aree without his permission,

The three officers nevertheless took the mtter to Provincial
Police Superintendent Col, Niyom Wat janarak,

e While the issue wes pending, Pvt. Scngpol was arrested 1n
Surin Frovince and allegedly came cub with the story of the attempted asses-
sination,

300 Villagers Voice Complaints to Interior Minister

i group of about 300 people from Kenchanaburi came to the
Interior Minister on May 22, 1979 to voice their complaints charging eight
junior policemen of assaulting four villagers and harassing the women.

The villagers led by Suparb Chinkamnond said that they were in
from Tambon Nong Khao in the district of Tha Muang. They had to seek jus-
tice from the Interior Minister because the police chief of that province
apparently ignored the case. The incident took place on April 13 ot Wat
Nong Khao - the venue of the Songkran (Thai New Year) Day's cerebrations,
Eight policemen allegedly herassed some girls and that led to a quarrel

with the four men, The four men then were mobbed by those policemen who
~eported the incident to the police

were later arrested after ®he villagers
e all released the following day.

station of Tha Mung District. They wer

Carstaker Interior Minister Gen, lek Naeymeli accepted the
case and forwarded it to Deputy Fo

lice Director General for investigation,

old men, Luan Vaimitra, was shot dead by e police-
obber on Prannck Street in Bengkok. Mrs.
husband was sitting ab the house gate watch-
the robber ran apainst him. A policeman

h 65 year
men who wes chasing after a T
Thanom Vaimitra said that her
ing his son take exercise when




atch the robber, whilst the other told him to stay awm 4
3&01;::: :gmgniil ;glfﬁ't. Pinit Suks;mbot was able to catch the robber, :.:m,-,i:[Ir
Pol. Pvt.Komson Boonchane stood watehing, The robber took out his gun ang
shot in the arm of Pol,Pvt, Pinit, Suddenly Pol.Pvt. Komson sprayed hig
gun &t the robber, killing hin instantly and also killing Luan who stood

watching nearby.

Mrs, Thanom Vaimitra said that soon after her husband was
killed, a second lieutenant from Bengkoknoi police station came to see her,
and told her to give a statement that her husband had assisted the policemen
and ccnsequently was shot to death; and the police would subsequently give
assistance and reward to her, since her husband was a ' good citizen ', Byt
Mrs, Thanom refused, and disclosed the story publicly, " So that my dead
husband would find justice ", said she.

s T ione rainst ractice

23 Villagers from Pakam Sub-district, Bureeram lodged a
petition to the Commander In-Chief of the Army against the malpractices of

& scrgeant, The villagers said in their petition that Sergeant Sampen Suti-

panya and 7 other soldiers had severly tormented a man during a religious
festival on May 1st., On that day the villagers were enjoying themselves with
a8 traditional Thai Singing (Moa Lam), and Indra Tip-aksorn out of joy Jumped
on the stage to dance. Annoyed by his dance, the soldiers went on the

stagey pushed him down, and began hitting him with their guns and kicking
him until he lied unconscious on the ground,

The villagers claimed that this was not the first time that
Sergeant Sampan tormented innccent villagers, but nobody dared to speak
up against his malpractise,:

a Sacked

The Local Administration Department fired 33 village head-
men, deducted salaries of three others and put two on probation in January-
February this year after they were found guilty of various charges, direc-
tor general of the department, Mr, Damrong Sunthornsaratool announced on

May 14,

These village headmen, including assistant villa
£ i : ge headman
village sanitarian officers ang village inspectors, were found guilty of ,

;I;E::T].Emﬂnt, diShﬂnEStT; nagliganﬂe, de‘I‘, r::bbery and B-GCEptiﬂg stolen




REPDAT FRUR UF=CUUNERY

In Hep >rt from Up=country in the previous issue of HILTR
pride 1973 ) Jwe RaNe ;_-u_pu::i;rz-i ol the aasassigatiu of two yillapers
415, in Promkiri sub-digfnict, LF, Pew Sapguractaliand fr, Chagai
yubh "he two men were pelieved £o be shob dedd by She soldicrs on
hrusty 28th, 1978 because they were suspected to be commudstst  Only

three nonbis ralken the death of the two, 8 ylllare headman of the same
villa e wasptyinvited ! by bhe soldiers from the same militdry dsmp and

sred ever gince.. he death of the 2 men angd the disappearance’

8 OLBRERE

headuan huve goretliing 'in conpection, The three perBone
by~ Lhe scldjers to have blown up the water tank at Fromloie

sub-digirict, apnd Lhe village headman has strorrly attacked
Fon e dedtl of the 2 Hen,' In addition, shortly after Lhe
= o ndnizape” to the house of the willage hegdman, tryiny

‘=t he 'me able'to eatel the two, who finally corfessed that

The death and dieappearance of the three men from one small
11abe in 8 sHOTE feriodof" time is not an extpagrdinary ease ine the vast
rprvsite ol THailand, Such an incident repezts itgalf rerularly, from

iorbh - Ho the Southy

s

I:l

FAROH/SHR NS Ata T = Me Dsapnehrgice ol & Villacre Headoan

o e 1a91 979 durint u pornthly meetine of T¢mbon and
vl sve éddindn at Frodkir: districh officeé In lNakornsritharmarat, province,
1w Uiy W fTeErS Ted DY Gomsenger Chimvorn Thepyobin agked the permission
; Seomonit Moreeilp, ivillspe headnan' of Bap Moo 74

from SHe ‘GHaEirmal?~to hring

& AL 2l it ] X
be +he milAtery camp at: Ban SSRGS in Tusala distpiel, without  wiving any”
reagens, Dhe - onkys Holil the chairgan thet bhey would sodh hedne Somchit

o+ bhe "interview with CGRS ‘in May ™

o J g mehit MMorasifp durd




until the next morning, Somchit did not show up, Hig
father vabit to g?ﬁﬁtm camp and was told that Somchit had been released
since the evening of June lst,

s and friends believed that Somchit had already
been killed, bacﬂilazs:ai];i:i:ehad been many similar incidents before, that a
reon is invited or arrested and then disappesred and later on found out t,

e dead, Consequently, on June 5th the relatives and 500 villagers went to
Promidri sub-district office to inform the police and the provineial governor
about the incident and urged for justice., fnd on June 7th they made a petition
to the commander of the Fourth Army and the Ministry of Defence, demanding
the authorities to investigate and give detailed report on the arrest and to
give just treatment to the village headman,

At the Fourth irmy the relatives were informed that Somchit
was still alive, The soldiers also let the relatives hear the recorded voice
of Semchit confessing that he had given supplies to the communist guerrillas,

After hearing the tape record, the relatives and the people were afraid to
make further movement,

However, to our point of view, whether the voice is the real
voice of Somchit or not and whether the confession was made by force and
severe torture or not, the relatives and thepeople <mustu continue to demand
o the authorities, at least to produce the missing village headman publicly,
and if there is enough evidence against him, he should have a chance to prove

his innocense in a fair and just court., CGRS, has encouraged and supported
the people to make such moves,

URGENT ACTION NEEDED

Send your letters and telegrams of appeal and

petition, to ensure his safety and to securc
his unconditional release to -

1. It. Gen. Pin Thammasri
Commander of the Fourth Army
Vajirawut Military Camp
Muang Distriet
Nakornsrithammarat
Thailand

2. Gen, Prem Tilasulanonda
Minister of Defence
Sanamchai Road
Bangkok
Thailand

Before Somchit was diss
ppeared, cne of CGRS, workers had &
;ﬂ?ﬁg@:&“&k ﬁth him about the death of the two meq from his village.
ew, lastinc abou; 40 minutes, was tape recorded, The interview
clearly why Somchit was HP cture of the death of the two, but also shows

ppeared, and who did it,



I e

Following is the fine]l part of the intervi

e T ew mA
aftzrnoon of April 28th, at Somchit's house in the South, {GG{}R; i;azhﬂ
already publicized it in a Thai press = Matichon 19/6/ 1979) .

Could wou tell us about the inecident when arrested the two soldier
who tried to shoob youf?

After my friend Pew was killed, I became more cautious, I
got some rumours that they would get me in 10 to 15 days, On that day I
s washing my face at & well when the two men came, I did not lmow them
byt they knew me, They said to me that they wanted %o talk about the soil
to be put on the road. I thought then that these two wantedto et my life.
I invited them to sit in my house and told them that I would follow when
1 finished washing, But I went to the back of my house, calling two of my
friends and weiting for the two men at the front gate, The two men, perhaps
sceing that I was w2y for too long, said goodbye to my father. When they
reached the pate where I was hiding, I told them to put their hands on their
head and searched their bodies, I found a 11 m,m. gun I seized the gun and
brought them back into the hcuse.

They confessed to me that they were soldiers at Pruchon mili-
tary camp, 1 fimally returned them thegun and let them go.

ictep that I went to see the head of the sub=district, I
aaid to him that I could not do oy wrk effactively, I could net make any
move, because my life was in denger. The soldiers threatened me, and tried *
to ki1l me. The sub-distriet headran, Mr. Naruchit Thongsuk, said, " I do
not lnow how to help you, because the country is not ours; it belongs to the
aoldiers ". Iater on, I esked my father to narrate the incident to Captain
Hopadol Churthai, 8o that this can be used as evidence in future.

On 4pril 1st, I attended a meeting at the district-office,
Nevy cormander Chumporn Thepyotin came o sge me, I said, " Commander,
I em in a difficult situation. 1 cannot work well, because the soldiers
xeep following me and try to gebmy 1ife all the time, I cannot think differ-
ently, " He saidl isunderstood; those people were not soldiers. I sald,
" T am sure and insist that the spldiers who threatened my 1ife were the ones
ho killed my friend, " The commander was angry and said, " Village headman,
if T want I can arrest you becausé you nhave a war firearm, & earbin, in your
possession, " 1 cpid what carbin? He said the carbin that I used to threaten
his subordinates'lives - thes ones vho contacted me about the soil, They were
& navy officer, 2 Jieutenant, I told him that the gun was not a carbin, it
wae 8 9 m.m, pistols 1 said to him how could his subordinates be a DAVY
officer when he did not know how %0 distineuish a pistol from & carbin.

A11 the time the soldiers
I do not know what is left
ot and what is ugeful

1 cannot find justice from anybody.

jntimidate and oppress mS. I feel very uneasy.
or right. Al11 I know is that I will do what is corre

for thepeople.




] the soldiers frop
Before I was elected a villageheadman,

tary camp attacked me in public that I wvas a member of the
gﬁﬁnﬁfmty of Thailand, who got 40,000 Baht (2,000 US$) from a meeting
in Bangkok, They spreaded such rumours to many villages, so that the people
were suspieious of me, .

I have talked about this matter to & mavy commander. I agkeq
"ywhat evidence these soldiers had against me? " " If you have evidence they
arrest me, ". Is this the wey the soldiers do, the soldiers whose duty 15 saig
to preserve the security of the nation? I think what they do will only cayge

more conflict amongst the people.

What other things happened to you after the appearance of the two 80ldiers?

Yes, On April .1lst, one day before the general election, I
went to the district office to get the election poll box for my election unit,
I was standing infront of the office when an official crange Toyota open van
passed by, There were 6 men in the van, After that I went back to my unit,
got everything ready for the election of. the next day, and then went to a
cross-road near Promloke market, The orange Toyota passed by again., Every-
body in it looked at me directly, I got my bussiness done and suddenly I
got to think that there was something unusuel with that van, Mareover, all
men in the van were strangers, I changed my flan to go back to the election
unit, and went back home “instead by a hired motorcycle, But cn my way home
I had to pass the unit. The van was thers, I passed it by, The van started
off and followed me, When I reached the place where there were many houses,

I stopped, got~down, and acted as if I would take my gun out, Then they
drove ths van hack, - :

On that day my father was at the clection unit. He said he
recognized a man, He was the cne who came to ny house to shoot me, Now he
came with 5 other men to shoot me, I have.to be very cautious now, and cane
not do my work properly. I dg not know from where I can find some advise,
or justice, or sympathy, N

What scourity means ds you have? Do vou have to keep Erpon $on
gF o Mo yon ¥ yourself at home all
the time? ; .

No, I cannot always stay at homs, I have gone to see the

Villagers at their home, where I think it is safe,

: I do not know Wy they keep followine me nd trying to get my
life, All that I have done were for the Eake of th;pcar;;le Ve Tou see, I
am still young, ha_x-e. o wife, no children, I only want to work to help the
poor people. Thepeople here love me and have faith in me, This is why they
E:}E“Bd s 1% why do tho soldiers, the govermment officials and the ruling
class always try to getmy 1ife? Is this what they say they are protecting

the people's interest? In opind '
on, t 2 e! t
not protect, I really do nmm{ wﬂderat;mljey R R

' "IN -
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CHIENGRAI - Youne Man Tortured Lo Death in Prison

Thongsuk Muang-in, & young msn of 19 years old, wa
arrested by a village headman of Ban irbo 6, %:::bans
Chanva, Maechan district while he was walking along
a road in the evening of October 9th, 1978, He was
agcused of possessing a pistol without permission.
Thongsuk was going to sell the zun to a friend so
&5 to get the money to attend a training of the
Free People League of Thailand,

Four days after the arrest a policeman contacted his
. s father, asking hiz how long he wented his son to be
impriscned, If he wanted his son to be detained for
9 months, he must pay the police 2,000 Baht (US5100), if he wanted 2 months
then 5,000 Bant (US3250). Thongsuk's father had only 2,000 Baht for the
police. On November 3rd, 1978, Thongsuk wes sentenced by the court to 9
month- imprisonment, He was detained &t the provincisl prison of Chiengrai,

Thongsuk's behaviour was quite satisfled by the custodians,
e was thus allowed to work with the construction outsice the prison and
w8 allowed to visit his home 3 times, On the third tize of his visit, he
told his parents that he would be released on Mey 28th, 1979.

However, on May 6th his parenta was informed by the ice
thet Thongsuk was dead, and his body wes &% the hospital. At noon o May éth,
nis parents went to.the hospital; The dead body of Thengsuk wes swollen &s
if he had died for 2 days; &and yet one could clearly see the wounds on hie
body, as if he had been seversly tortured. Aceording to the autopsy report,

he died " without reascns Lo

His parents and relatives went to Macchan district police
station and asked for reasons of Thongsuk's death, The policemen there
told them to find it out at the provincial police station, At the provin-
ciel police station, & police 1ientenant btold them thet 1t wes the respon-
sibility of the doctors. Up till now tnere is still nobedy responsible

for Thongsuk's death.

Other prisoners who were expected to be released on the
came day as Thongsuk
told Thongsuk's pare
they heard the so :
However, none of them dared to say this publi
Thongsuk.,

(Vay 28th) were all released on lay 6th, Some of them
nts that Thongsuk was called oub of the cell om key 3rd,

; f .. and Thongsuk never came back to the cell.
B b cly or tobe & witness for




Arrests

3/6/79

[6/79

ARREST 4ND HELEASE

Akatni i Athipat " newspaper
inya Akathit,former journalist of "
ﬁtiﬁal Stude::t Center of Thailand's Newspaper before October 6
1976) surrendered himself to government officials at Khamcha-ee
District, Nekorn Fanor Province, (Bangkok Post 3/5/79)

Mrs. Samorn Chongehit (Chit Chongchit's wife),32, surrendered
herself to the Fourth Army Region in Nakornsrithammarat,

(Bangkok Post 7/5/79)

Seven fishermen of "Chokchai Nava 1 " ship named Mad Adam, Som-
phong Fromprasert, Sommai Intago, Somporm Klimklom, Lorn Sinsach-
atheam, Kamthorn Virojkul, Fhaibocn Promkhunthong, were arrested
in Fattani Province, because of robbing gold wvalued 300,000 Baht
(US$15,000) from the Vietnamese refugees, They were charged with
endangering society and emuggling gold, (Bangkok Post 13/5/79)

Five fishermen of " P, Pornphet Bkk, 1245 " Ship were arrested on
the charge of bringing people into the country illegally (320
Vietnamese), They wers charged with endancerine society and de=
tained at Laem-ligob Police Station in Chantaburi FProvince.

(Thai Rath 26/5/79)

A group of 64 Mao (hilltribe people) led by Leng Same Vang, 32,
surrendered themselves to povernment at Ban Ko Luang, Tambon

Thune Kloy, Chiengkam District, Payaso Province, (Bangkok Post
1/6/79)

Somchai Lekvivat, former Ramkhamheng University student, one of
the nine students dismissed by Dr. Sak Pasukniran before October
14, 1973, was arrested with his 2 friends while buying things at
Ban Ha Dee, Kabinburi District, Prachinburi Province, They were
detained at Watana Nakorn District police station in Prachinburi
Frovince for further questioning, (Matichon 1/6/79)

Kosol Thanakorn, 25, gave himself up with Soppanee Kongrat, 13
and Surin Prachak, 15, to military officials in Ban Yangkom in
Fhipoon Distriet, Nakornsrithemmarat Province, (Bangkok Post 5/6/79)

Euonchan Fhupan end his wife, Vinai Hongphu, surrendered to Sakon
akorr_a provincial authorities and were held there for further
questioning, (Bangkok Post 3/4/79) '

Mr, Fanya Ruek-urai ythe Governcr
for alleged involvement in the
viret, a reporter of Thai Rath

of Trat Province was arrested
May 25 slaying of Mr, Pichit Kit-
Newspaper, (Bangkok Post 12/6/79)
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'I “{5:_’?9 Four students who joined CPT, were arrested at the border between

Loas and Nengkhai, allegedly posing &s Loatian visitors. They
were Misez Siriratana Chanthamorn and Anwwat Litlarm, second yeéar
student of the politicael science faculty in Ramkhamhaeng Univer-
eity, Chartchai Boonvirat, M3, 5 student at Sathit Prasarnmitr
Schocl, Frateep Wacharangkul, & second year student of the poli-
vical scienoe faculty in Thammasat University, They were detained
at Civilian, Police and Scldier Joint Information Center in Udorn-
thani Province. (Bangkok Post 15/6/79, Yatichon 16/6/79)

13/6/79  Boonsri Polsaeng and Chamras Doklamchiesk registrar at Bang lwang
Maximunm Security Frison, were arrested on the charge of facilita-
ting,the escape of an offender sentenced to over 15 years impri=-

sonment (Siri Sirikul, who was & major drugs kingpin sentenced to
1ife imprisonment on April 18, 1977) (Bangkok Post 15/6/79)

21/6/79 Harn Panscmboon, the feormer Commander of the Bang Kwang Maximum
Security Frison was arrested for alleged invelvement in the
escape of major drugs trafficker, Siri Sirikul, from Bang Kwang

Frison cn June 30, 1977. (dition 22/6/79) - See details on
Fﬂ._{-‘B & l,'|

(=[=8=1=1:]

16/6/79  The Criminal Court acquitted former Fire Brigade Chigf M.R. Chet-
chand Pravit and former depuby Special Branch commander Thipcha-
roen Choovej who were charped with complication in corrupticn

and murder of & police officer regpectively, (Nation 17/6/19)-

1/5/79 The fiftsenth group of 323 endangering society prisoners were re=
Jessed from all over the country, 10 prisoners (33 still deteined).
in Bangkck, 107 prisoners (232 still detained) in central and

north region, 36 prisoncrs (54 still detained) in the porth-sastern
pagion and 170 prisoners (199 still detained) in the south were

relcased, There still arc &AW prisonaTs deteined, The Correction

Depar!;mant apnounced that 941 endangering sooiety prisoners were
already released. (Matichon 5/5/72)




THAI WORKERS START ACTIVE MOVEMENTS - CHALLENGES TO MARTIAL LAW

er the declare of Martial Law in October 1976, the workerg!
protests, strikghand demcnstrations, "which before Martial Law had been a
daily incident in Thailand, were almost dead from Thai political arcna,
However, the relatively open political climate after the general election
on April 22 has made the peried of May-June & good start for the Thai workep
movements to grow again, During this 2 month period there were protests
and strikes in about 20 factories and state enterprises, many of which lasteq
for weeks and even months, Eventhough in many strikes the workers demands
were met, there were also some cases that ended with workers being dismissed
from their work and even arrested (e,g, Thai Rung workers). It is also sign-
ificant that up to 75% of these movements are done by workers in private
companies and factories, whilst earlier most of the movements were led by
workers from what might be called elite labour groups (e,g, in state enter-
prises), who have much stronger labour unions &nd are more educated and less
exploited than those in private business, During the past 2 months the
Labour Council of Thailand with 40 unions as its members have taken up 2
issues to struggle for, first to have real worker representatives in the
Labour Relaticng Committee and secondly to have real worker representatives

. to attend the IL0 annual ecnference,

The workers long protest led by the Labour Council of Thai-
land against the formation of the Labour Relations Committee (LRC), an arbi-
trating body to settle labour disputes, continued, At first the structure
of the tripartie LRC worked out by the Labour Department was that the com-
mittee comprised of 4 representatives each from employers and employces and
7 from the government, But the workers demanded that the tripartiec commit-
tee should comprise of 5 employers, 5 employees and 5 government representa-
tives, The protest of the workers lasted from March to April, and finally
the meeting also clected 5 employees to represent them in the tripartie com-
mittee, The five are from leading labour unions namely, Arom Pongpa-ngan
from Metropolitan Weter Works labour union, Amed Kamthesthong from State
Railway labour union, Chin Vuthinawin from Fort Authority labour union,
Saloul Clarnchantarothai from Bangkok Bank labour union and Saiyud Srisurak
from Metropolitan Electrieity labour ﬁl}{;ﬂn.

On May 16, Vichit Saengtl;mng, head of Labour Depertment said
thet there would be no change in the structure and the members of the LRC.

The Labour Department 8lso appointed three worker representa—
ﬂ;ﬁa to the International Labour Organization anmial econference in}['zenev&
B 0 tatns et BLovoes  Anepite of the fach that ser b s

E >hour Gougodd of Thailand hag planned to elect their representatives

13 however, the workers continued

representatives to attend the con-
ference, The three persons elected are Pajgarn Tewatchainan president of

hr -
the Teijin Polyester labour uz’tionum Fonepa-ngan, end Krisna PR




In order to meke the workers
of Thailand sent a protest letter to the ILO zjﬁcimhza;d%nbheéiﬂbiw E.?.unﬂﬂ
the Thai Lebour delepatlon attending its annual cmnferemepr Piisa.:g Tnat
chainan, president of the Labour Council said to the presa.on that g EE:-
the deleration from the Labour Department is not true rapreaantativeayf :
Thai labour ag it was not selected by the entire labour movement in Tﬁailand
# Ye have submitted the names of 3 worker representatives elected from a :
nation-wide meeting to the Labour Department, bub the government turned
them down, and made up its own delegation and in
of the Thai labour mcvement,” i g i

However cn June 18 the ILO refused to &ccepﬁ the protest,
tut accepting the delegation sent by the government as repreeentatives of
the Thai labour,

Of all the workers protests and strikes during the past 2
nonths, the most striking one wes that carried out by 400 workers of Thai
Fung Unicn Car Company, a company which produces spereparts for Japanese
suzu lorries, On April 28 the workers made 4 demands to the company, which
included demands for 500 Baht.monthly cost of 1living allowances, double pay-
nent for holiday work, 7 special holidays per year and the right to be regu-
ler workers after 60 day probation, But the employers refused to negotiate
4ith the workers and so on May 7 more than 400 workers staged a strike,

The Labour Department set May 14 a negotiation day between workers and em-
ployers, but on May 11 the-company firad 257 workers from their werk,

With the help from the Labour Couneil of Thailand (The Thai
Hung workers have no labour unien), & negobiation wes made (from May 15-21)
wut could not reach an agreement,.  On May 21, 200 policemen from many
police stations aprested 170 workers who were gathering in front of the
factory, and charged them with hindering and damaging other pecples libertyl

Two days after the arrest there was an urgent meeting of
representatives from the Labour Council of Thailand and 20 labour unions to
consider this matter, - The meeting agreed to send representatives to see
the Erime Minister on the next morning (Mey 24). After getting the workers
complaint, the Prime Minister forwarded the case to Deputy Police Director
General Chumpol Lohachala o order the employer to withdraw the accusation

as sooh as possible,

Instead of withdrawing the case, the employsr bailed all
workers from the prison, Asg for the demands of the workers, the employer .
agreed to pay 225 Baht (US$11.25), 'instead of 500 Baht (US$25), cost of
1so agreed to 3 other demends, The workers were
satisfied with this and were peady to return to their work., But the em-
rloyer made the expelled workers sign a new working contrect, which meant
that all these workers were to be under probation again and thus losing
rany rights of old workers. Therefore the workers refused to go hack to
work snd continued with their atrike. Up till now (July 10) the workers

sre still on strike.

living allowances &nd a

i L
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E Union Car factory is one of the many factorieg
and bussiness aﬁngg;iaqgg business and pclitician, who ”"3"-’-1'51_110?3110;;
the victory of the workers in.cne factory t? eéncourage workers in his other
business to do the same movement, The dismidsal, Ehe arrest and the pro-
longed argmement to the great lost and suffering of the pcc-r: workers are
used to threaten the other workers to shy away from the struggle for their
tetter lives, = "¢

However, the struggle of the Thai Rung workers f‘-:;? better
lives, the struggle of 40 labour unions to have real representatives of
workers in the Labour Relations Committes and to make their vcin_e heard 4in
the International Labour Orzanization, although not succeeded, did not dis-
courage the overall workers from their Justified struggles, as cﬂﬂ be seen
from about 20 protests and strikes oceuring during the pericd. The ‘workers
should have got a pood lesson from this that with the existence of Martial
Law, the HARC decrees that prohibit gatherings and strikes, with the govern-
ment and the Labeour Department that do not really try to help or solve the
problems of the workers, it is éxtremely essential for the workers to get

organized, to educate themselves and to really be united, if they want theip
lives to be improved, \

B A

SUMHMRY OF WOAKERS PROTESTS 40D STRIKES DURING M.Y - JUNE 1979

May 1 Thousands of workers celebrate May Day at Sanam Luang,

May 2 1,300 workers of Beonrawd Beer Factory staged 4 heour strike protest-
ing unjust salary ircrease. The employer agreed to make new adjust-
ment in the same afternoon,

400 workers of Thai fung Union Car factory staged a strike,

May 7
May 9 2,100 workers of the Thai Germasn Dockyard Constructors staced two-

hour walkout to protest ag2inst the manacement which rejected all
the wrkers demands for ap increase in wages by 2 baht (USCent 10)
Per one working hour ang g monthly cost of living allowances of

300 Bzht (US%15), (n May 11-14 the 2,100 workers staged a strike.
May 1. the management agreed to all demands,

200 wrkers of 2081 Blfo staped a strike after failing to reach

dgreement with the employer over 200 Baht (us$10) monthly cost of
1iving allowances s 50 Baht (US$2,50) mont
and the demang for the

toilet, May 11 the management fired 138 o

the strike continued, (n May 14 the manag.
demands and accepted al

trikers from werk but

ement yielded to all
1 workers back to their work,
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June 1

200 workers of B, Grimm and Co, went con st i

Y - rike after failing
Eeagh ar._reegent with the management over increment in 5&13;15, a?ﬁ
cost of living allowances, hgreement was reached only on salary

increases and adjustment of annual bohug, < -

1,000 workers at K,Cotton and Co, protested s ainst me

after failing toreach an agr&emenlt} over the Eem&idstggr %mt
(US$25) monthly cost of liwing allowances, for drinking water and
medical treatment and 1 hour break, The 1,000 workers gathered in
front of the factory after work everyday until May 20. The manage-
ment finally agreed to pay 150 Baht (US$7,50) cost of living allow-
ances and agreed to other demands, but the workers had to sign in
a contract that. they would not make any other demands until October
1, 1980, : ke

200 workers of Sammit Manufact went on strike demanding the
management to yleld to the workers demands which had been gsubmitted
since Mey 9. The workers had demanded the ranagement to abolish
the cld unjust working contract, to allow the workers to 10 days
holiday a year and to give 500 Baht cost of living allowances,

100 workers of Vessawat Ges Stove Fectory staged a strike, demand-
ing the manegement to hire & doctor in the factory, to accept them
to be regular workers and to give 500 Baht (Us$25) cost of living
allownrnces,

1,000 workers at the Indian textile oompany Thaj Rayon staged a

strike to protest the ranagement which neglected the workers demands
for more wazes and welfare.

100 railway workers of the State Railway of Thailand gathered in
protesting against the new work schedule which made the train dfl-
vers, technicians and workers work longer but get less payment.
They threatencd to stage @ strike on June 4. On May 30 the State
Railway agreed to use the old work schedule,

200 guerds of the Port huthority submitted o00 sick-leave letters
to the management in protesting against & reduction on the guard
spots. The reduction made the guerds have wider area under their
responsibility but. get less payment., On June 4 the mane sement

apread to the workérs demand,

1,500 workers of the State Rail of Thailand stipge & gtrike on
June 4-5 while 1,500 others gathérar.‘l inside their offices and

staged a go=slow. The workers demanded
the salary. to be equivalent to salaries paid to
tricity workers, On June 5 the Frime Minister prqmiaad to adjust

the salary within 2 month,




500 workers of Bangpra-in Factory staped a strike from June
8-12, demanding for more wages, The menagement agreed to the workepg

demand,

1,500 workers of Kura Saphe Treding ®vganization staged 2 po-slow,
The workers demant! the government to adjust their salary scales
to the level of the Telephone Organization of Thailand, and to
change the status of the orgenizdtion from that of government
agency to that of a state enterprise. On Jume 25, 500 workers
marched to the Government House to voice their demands to the
+government, The Prime Minister ordered the concerned suthorities
to see whether it would be possible to sdjust the salary scale,

300 workers of Kimberly-Clerk Corperation staged a strike to pro-

test the management which had dismissed 2 worker, whome the manage-
‘ment suspected to.lead the workers to demand for more wapces,

200 workers of A,S.L, Electric (sleectric pot) f?ctor:,' marched to
the Labour Department to hear the outcome of their demends earlier
submitted to the department for arbitration, Gn May 25 the manace-
ment dismissed 200 workers from their work, by accusing them of
being absent from work pn June 20. The case cannot yet be settled.




ACTIVITIES CF CGRS.

Yisitin Helping Priscners and their Families

During the period of May-June 1979 CGRS, s
continued with ite regular work of visiting and hzlping mﬁﬁc:f;mﬁlgn-
ors and their families both in Bangkok and up-country, (n its visite
(at least once & week at every prison in Bangkok, and on & less regular
tasis at the prisons 4n the country side), CGRS, provided prisoners with
necescary assistance such as clothes, sandles, soap, toothpaste, medicines,
books, ete,, and also with moral support and encouragement, It also gave
regular assistance to poor families of some prisoners, and from time to
time arranged for the families to visit the prisoners or attend the trial
hearings in Bangkok. .

After the death sentences being commited to life imprison-
ment, the prisoners in the SURIN THREE case are now detained seperately
in different zones, Boonrurng Sriudom has to work very hard all day long
vith the sewing-machine until ehe now has great pain in her knee, where
she was shot during the arrest and did not have adequate medical treatment.
If she stops working, she will not be given food tp, eat. The thres prison-
ers in the case are detaineﬂfi%eﬂﬁﬁagﬁ cells ss/¢riminals,

At the special prison of Bangkok, prisoners in Udom Pla-
krong case were not sllowved to-have their supper on the day they go to
court. (Normally they are ‘allowed 2 meals a day - breaifact and supper).
Therefore, at the court when we give them food at lunchtime, they have to
stook some food for their supper alsos

Becatise GF restrictions and limitation of bime &b each
visit, one important way of exchanging informaticn and thoughts is through
T

letters., Following are two letters, one from Hoo and the
other from Banchob Chuaipan. Both of them are farmers arrested from the
countryside as they were accusad of being and supporting communists. The
letters reflect their sorrow and fustration of being cut off from friends
and loved ones and yet do mot lose shrength and faith in rightness, justice

and f reedom,
Special Frison of Bangkck

25 June 1979

Dear frined,

for your letter. We are glad to
of my g.tq;amant given in
the last hearing, I hope you can gend it

pefore our next hearings on August 7th,
: can study it and thus be

1 will also write a

Thank you Very mich
kniow that you have made photocopies
the court during

into the prison
that the other defendants in my cAse

well prepered for the next hearings.
o 19 -




copy of the statement and again have to ask you tosend it to
my witnesses in the south,*

I € & pood statement, These days I have been very
:ohiﬁiednjgaut -ft, always thinking that the statement i{s not
good enough, After returning from the court, I havfa been
thinking over and over until T had headache, But ywhen know-
ing that the lawyer wes satisfied with my statement, I fec]
mich better, I am gled to know that your friend was gp move
by my statement that she wrote a short story on it, 1 wish
that her words will make the readers see into the black
covered by uniforms of those inhumane human beings,

: J ' I am happy to know from you thst our lawyer has saig
|
I
|

hearts

Now I rescall the days when I was arrested and the
days later when I was detained in a tent in & military camp,
I will never forget that sag day, the day I was lying on the
ground with high fever from Severe torture, ang Suddenly I
woke up to the ery of a baby which reminded me of my.om child,
I put my eyes closely against a small hole in the canvas and
looked through it, My breath almest stopped. It yas really
Ay own child, 1T say ny wife CArrying my little baby, swaying
1t with her hangs to consele it, My eldest child Stood close-
1y to her, with one arm around her waist, Their Byes were
Stering at me byt could not see me, Forgetting where T am,
I shouted tq them, 71 ap here, " The soldiers on puard
Scolded at me ang ordered me to lay flat on the ground,
. Alas | my wife and my children travelled a 1ong way to see
l . me, but were driven amey and had pno chance to see me at all,

I have done hothing Wrong,
| / colour on me, Now I stand
{ | Know where 4o £O,
L _| be going,

They put communist
here, looking around but do. not
T kesp asking myself in which way I should

| ( I wish 4t rains more 80 thit the weather will be
(| [ less het and the fg

| : LoTmers vill be able to begin with their
! i 'ﬂli work in the fielg 2gain, I think they start sawing the
I Seeds noy at oy home,
. (i

With Love P
|
Banchob Chuas pan’

§ el
i °ng case have given their statements
|I [ il din court, and Bancheh Was the fourth, ATter aly defendants have given

_ ' their statements » the hearings of 4, defence yitn

. 1] i in,  Tha
o886 1s expectad be pe, Ti0ished within g yoan & 09598 Will begin




Ladyao, 5th Cell

23 April 1979
Dear friends,
I have received the parcels Yyour sent me with d

thanks, I have nothing in return to your kindness, All I
can do is to embrace it within my heart.

eep

5

I an now in the positien of being unable to help
anyone, Socmetimes to help myself alone is already hard,
The word ! prisoner ' is something not weleomed by anybody
but when we have no other choice, we have %o accept it and ¢
try our best to adjust ourselves to it so that we can live
in the present,

In the prison, I get up early, take atbath, wash
clothes, have breakfast at 8 am, and then go to the working
rcom to sew the children's school-uniform. At ndon I have
lunch and have one hour free-time which I usually-spend in
the library. 4% 1 pm. I work again and stop in the evening,
take a bath and go back to my cell, I spend all my time
working end reading, By this I can pass my day, day after
day, It is much better than having nothing to do, since
thisz will only makes me too worried,

I have got the written confirmation that my
punishment is commted to 1life imprisonment., I have made an
appeal to the King and am now waiting for the result., T hope
it does not take too long for the result o come out,

I want to write to you more often, but cannot,
because I am allowed to write only one letter in a week, I
hope you understand,

I am quite well here, We need to make the trou-
ble and cbstacle in our lives to be our lesson, to pave our
way to success, Everybody has both personal and scecial pro=
blems to solve, whether he is inside or outside the prisan.
However, no matter where we are, let us continue to be good
pecple, " Good people " - is something very easy to write
and to speak of, but before we reach it by action, it is n.:.ut
at all easy,. t as long as we do not lose our faith in life,
and as longs as we believe in goodness, it is not beyond our
ability, I strongly belisve that you are the onme who can do
it, and always wish for your success.

I

I-Iy,' warn thoughts to you.

Boonrurng Sriudom




t-CITrE and i Leﬂ.lﬂd

£GRS has been trying hard to ensure justice to political
. ing unjustices, that at least they should havye
fzézzn:ﬁt:ﬁigﬁsigg f:;;ggen:itives and feir trials in jud?t courts,
CGRS has not only given direct assistance such 2s finding exp;;ienced de=
fending lawyers for the prisoners, helping raise and arrange bail, ete,
but alsc has been trying to give assistance to l!mj_.rers defering politiea]
cases, help organize lawyer groups, organize campaigns for the release of
prisoners and against unjust laws, and so on.

The MINIBUS TREASON CASE will get a court sentence from
the Military Court on August 14th, 1979. The sentence was earlier schedul-
ed for July 4th, 1979 but was postponed because the judge could not make
& sentence in time,

On July 3Jrd hundreds of people from Prakonchai district, home-
town of the 9 defendants in this case, who were rrepared to take minibuses
to the court, were stopped by policemen., The police said that this action
would be enterpreted es ' demonstration ' and thus anybody involved in this
journey would be arrested, (n July 4th the court was guﬂrfi.w] by more than
10 palicemen,

Mr, Bamrung Charan-yanon, his pregnant wife and 7 other per-
sons wers arrested on June 10th, 1976 2t Prakonchai district, Bureeram Pro-
vinee because they had led the people and the minibus drivers in 2 demonstra-
tion on June 8 - 10 against a franchise of a bus company, The demonstration
broke out affer the death of a rreégnant women who died on her way to the
hospital because the minibus that she hired wae stopped and the road blocked
by the influencial bus,

The demonstration wes held peacefully, but in the afterncon
of June 10th, 9 persons were arrested with severe charge of Treason in
Kingdom and 3 smaller charges of hindering traffic, using amplifier without
license and livelling government officials,

URGENT ACTION NEEDED

T2 ensure justice to be done to the 9 persons, please send
letters and telecrans €xXpressing your concern and urging

that the 9 bersons get all the justices ang have the right
to appeal, to

Judge Advocate Ceneral Maj.Gen, Dampa Prayoonsorn
Lt.Gen.Pratin Pattanatham ° Commander of the 3rd Lrmy Precinct
Ministry of Defence Third Army Precinet

Sanamchei Road Muang District

Bangkok, Thailand Ha.l-:crrn.r:ajsrima, Thailend

Pri.'.ne Mnister Krie g8ak Chomanan
Thai Xu Fas Building
Bangkok, Thailand
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; It is Etxl:!ectad that a.lJ. defence witnesses 1;1 ﬁl‘ﬂiﬁl (SUPAP
P4Sa-ONC) CaSE will finish giving their: statement in the sourt in Awpust © -
this year, There are now only. 5 defencé witnesses left to give their state-

menthin court. In Jily“the ¥ieatings will be increa.aedrf'mm 4 %o 7 times a
month. : :

Thé s'even dei‘emanbs in this case were before -their arrest
worker leaders who had been very active in the labour movement. Two of
the defendents, ‘Supap Pasa-ong and Pisit Patanaserse were university gradu-
ate and student. who before the -arrést had ‘been assisting the workers in
many factories te set up thelr ldabeur unions, The 5 other defendants wers
active workers, They were arrested on March 30th, 1976 under 3 charges of -
communiism, activitiss against the security of the state and possessing
firearms, The first two charges were very severe charges, So far they had
been in jail for meore than'3 y'eurs.

The Onnoi case is oné SF-the most welknown political cases
in Thailand, Since the case will be-finish ﬂfﬂwt this ‘year, CGRS
now plans‘a campaign on the caseto take place irf around ﬂngust, ;on,
the last day of the hearings (the date is not certain yet),

International interest, and campdignare alsc something
that are greatly r sede Your dction of concern will surely and signifi-
cantly help to ensure justice for these 7 people,

JRGENT ACTION: NEECED

To ensure juﬂtice 1o be iinna to the ?' persons,
please send letters end telegrams expressing
your concern and urging that tha ‘f persons get
all the justices, to : ;

1. Judge P“apc-t Tiraw&t
President of the Supreme Gourt
Ministry of Justice, .=~
Ra_aa.danmern Road - ¢ .
Bsngkok 2y Thailanﬁ P

2, . Prime Hm;iate:* Krien.gﬂak Chomanan
Thai. Ku Fap Building
Bangkck, ~ Thadlgnd.

HER




Campaign Against NARC M s8re .

o g okt ared for the campaign acainst the Decree 2

(endanzering Enggiy decree) Ggr gfﬁatinnni Administrative Reform Council

for many months, through lobbying with many groups of people (politica] Parties,
MPs and huyerus s through discussing with groups of pecple such as students

and workers, to join in this campaign, We hope that the law students from
every law college in Bangkok will join in the campaign by taking up 1;:1113_ issue
as & main emphasis in their statement and campaign on the Rapes Day | :
(Lawyer's Day) .on Augvst 7th,

To facilitate the campaign CGRS, has printed an in-depth bagk.
ground paper on the decree (the unjustice and misuse of the law, numbers of
people arrested, gituation of the detention camp under beautify] nane of
! Profession Traihing Center ! ; and the challenges to this law). The papers
were distributed widely.

e
o

NAKC Decree 22 wis™proclaimed in October 1976, It allows the
police %o arrest and detain any persim at any length of time without passing
through a judicial process. Up till now-about 12,000 pecple have been detained
under this decree, (See more details in HRTR, Jan-Feb, 79)

We would appreciate your assistance in campaipgning against
this decree by letters and telegrams to -

Frime Minister Kriengsak Chomenan
Thai Ku Faa Building
Bangkok, Thailand

Statement on @ﬂgggse Hefugee Froblem

» [aos and Vietnam into Thailend, Eventhough
great number of refugess is too big a burden for the

WE &re also worried about the
government's poliey to pushback’ these refugecs back to the ses or to the
battle field in their country, We are 8lso extremely worried about a wide
feeling of chauvinispy amongst the Thai people, We feel that it is necessary
for a humen belng to help his fellow human being from suffering and death,
regardless of the difference in nationality, religion and 1deniogy.

On.July dst, 1979, GGRS, rage ¢ i :
our support to the PM, x 4 Tade & public statement, expressing

's statement to France Forei ' =
: : En Minister that he
would not pushback the Indochinese refugees out of the country. (GRS, also

urges other countries to accept more ref 2 n
more kindness ang Jjustice thm]:t ugees to their countries with eyen

] WoW. It 8lso urges the Vietnam government

Eﬁi gﬂ;iﬂ iizﬁﬂnwﬁgi:%ﬁgrtn iti people - and the refugee problem and to face
¢ ople .

can be solved at its ron}f i ﬂnﬂuther fﬁmr@@?ﬁ’-—_ ..Sﬂ..ff{.lat t1he _nroblfm

. DA




oy for Ball of Somboon and Vichai Banlusilpa

Since February this year CGRS, has been ca 2igning £o rais
hail monay tt:u baill. Sombocon' 3nd Vichal Banlusilpa, the tuﬂmgguﬁherg arrss:e;
under comrunist charges. CGRE, produced pamphets, telling about the back-
ground of the case, and distributed them widely sc as to ask for contribution
wirde the 30,000 Baht. ($1,500) needed to rent land title deeds to be used
s sceurity for the 500,000 Baht bail, Until the end of June this year, CGRS
reocivad up to 8,700 Baht ‘dontribution, and was ready to lodge the court for
he bail, The reet of the money will be borne by CGES, ' '

o H B ol

The two brothers were arrested in October 1976, This ease is
welknown for its delay and fregquent postponements of the hearings, Their
lawyer had carlier estimated that the case would not be finished within a
year, although there were only 5 witnesses left, However, because of a wide
intercet in the cese et present, the trials are speeded up, and the case will
he finished within 4-5 months, :

Tt is therefore agreed upon by Somboon and Vichai, the lawyer
and CGES. that in such an unexpected situation where the case will be finished
in 2 short perisd of time, we should not lodge for the beil. To the two
inprisoned brothers, they feel that the money should be used to bail other
priscners who will have to stay in jeil for longer time than they.

is for the &,700 Baht we got from people both inside and out-
sids Thailand, 4,000 Baht has been given to pay the debts of the two brothers'
family, =nd the rest (4,700 Bght) will be put intoc the * Bajl Foundaticn "
of CGRS.

Sominar on Buddhist lMonks and Village Develcopment

0GRS, has zasisted in the caordinating and organizing of a
seminar on " Buddhist Monks and Village Development " which was initiated by
a group of monk teachers at Mzhachula Buddhist Mouk University in Bangkok.
The scminar was held in Bangkok on July 3-5. The participants comprised of
nonks involved in village development from all parts of the country, monk
students, and observers from dif forent religicns groups involved in social
and development activities, The purpese -f the seminar was to exchange ?dmas
and experiences on buddhiat monks role in village development, This seminar
is finaneially supported by the Catholic E?uncla;l of Thailand for Development.

Surport Indicenous Rural Development Group

has only rccently started with the rural development
that throughout the country there are
groups of Aedicated people and groups struggling to improve their quality of
' narticularly in the rural arcass Most of these groups 4re working

lij:ljs

F A the
sntirely their . have no idea how other people are dealing with
entirely on their out, e Pam e to help them.

CGRS,
gebivities, We have long realized

samc problem, and foel that they are al;ne Wi
- R
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: Basically our idea is to interfere as little as possible ip
the éirectiun of the rural development taking place, but merely to establigy
an urban support network for these groups, so that various essential serviees
from the urban areas can be provided,

S e _'Lf. praseni; CGRS. is supporting a group of teachers at Banys

'Snlfdul,' Tambon Side, Bua Yai district in the northeastern province of Nakorn.

rajaima, 'The children in the village are suffering from melnutrition., The
teachers thus try to give lunch with high protein to the children, (These
ghildren are too poor to have lunch), through sclf-reliance agriculture,

GGRS, supports the teacher group through following activities b
1. Gampaign for money for the food of the children, Every month
the scheol spends 30 Baht (US§1.46) for one month lunch for n child, — CGRS,
pi‘odﬁ-::ed pamphets giving background informetion of this-program and the majl.
nutriticon problem in Thailand, and urges the people in the urban area to
contribute their meney for lunch for the children, By this activity, not

~only the children will have focd to eat, but the urban people will alss be

awared of the serious malmiirition preblem in the rural area,
; jul
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2. arranging visits of the teacher group to & religious based
group in Surin Frovince, which is quite sticcessful with the self-reliance
agriculture pregram,

2« Froviding urban based support services to the group, particu-
larly services rrom student groups,

4+’ Supporting student groups to study the malnutrition problem
in Thailand deeply, so that publication and slide-get on this problem can be
rmede to ceneienticize the peneral population,

FHT A
STOP PHESS

The SLSIENCE date of Omnoi (Su Paso-ong) Co S

khe C il Uose has been fixed to be on
AKUGUST 15 this year, The lewyers have sut off the rest 5 defence witness,
and the hearings of defence witnesses was thus finished on July 11.

URGENT ACTICH

gy
ggg::c:crla %Et,ﬁemﬁm‘i telegrames, urging that all charges against the seven
ALs To be dropped, are mded, (See more details on Papge 23 )




