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INTRODUGTION

In many respects thers has continued to be a downward slide
in basic human rights overthe two months period covered by this report,
There has been,for example,an increasing use of article 27 of the interin
constitution with 51 people heing summarily sentenced (tuec to death) without
trial or defence; increasing numbers of people are being arrested for
Pendangering society™ using NaRC decree 22 (of the previous Fovernment )
newspapar are being "warned" not to print this or that gtory more and more
oftenywhilst editorsand publishers are having their licenses revokeds amd two
couragious editors of Wwo local newspapers in the South were shot dead,
Despite the continuad worsenning of the overall human rights situation, there
are also healthy signs, For example bscause of a united protest from the
labour movement the retrogressive laws on holicdays and severence announced
last June were dropped and the minimm wage increased; more and more people
are beglming to dare to stand up and demsnd their rights (including Juires,

‘and Civil Servants}; the-student movements are beginning toeome to life again;

and in some military circles there is a realisation that violent communist
supression tactics Involving confrontation should be stopped, The general
feeling is one of the government trying to tighten the screws on the 1id of
the kettle without appearing to do so, whilst at the same time the wmter
inside is boiling more and more strongly, sometimes almost blowing the 1id
right off, Given the instabllity of the present situation, a radical awing
to a more opressive or to a more liberal situation are both pogsibilities,

with unfortunately the former being more likely.

+ hs usualy:for the convenience of our readers; *he repert is divides
inko four perts. FPart One leads off with a continuation of the story of the
arrezted OGRS, workers, Despite promises from authorities there heg heea no
progress with this ease atall; no charges have yet been dropped, and tha
three are still remanded on bail of $5,000 each, Continued help from our
overseas friends to get the government to drop charges is thus stiil urrently
required, .

As far zs the trial of the Bengkok 18 is concernesd three issussg
have tended to domimate the hearings recently, Firstly there is the iscue
of why normal anti riot proceedures were not used at Thammasat (tear ens,
water cannons, clubsg etcy. Secondly whether the police and other officizle
gent into Thammasat were heavily armed or not, and whether they were ordered
to shoot or not, 4And thtyrdly how the proceedings could he speeded up, On
the first point no satisfactory answer has been provided, On the second point
all the evidence suggests the government forces were sent into to Thamrasat
heavily armed and ready to kill, On the third point the defence lawyers - °
finally acreed to hearings on Wednesdays and Thursdays despite the fact'that
this would be incomvenient for the defence., On the prosecution side the
military prosecutor has agreed to try to reduce the number of state witnesses,
The generally more compromisingm attitude on this case may be related to the
fact that the US embassy publicly announced that President Carter was taking
& .personal interest in the case. However it should be noted that no evidence
directly relating to the defendents has yet been presented,

is in previous months other political trials have been noticeable
far more hecause of their postponements rather than any progress bheing made,
With the Supap Pasa—ong case, CGRS, tried to bail out five of the defendents
with 1,500,000 Baht of rented land title deeds, but the attempt was refused

by the court because of "orders from higher up",

We also report in some detall about the appeal of three communisi

guerrilles from Surin province, who have besen santenced to death, CGRS. as

& pon-vialent group is obviously inherently apainst the death penalty, but

»




l‘2~

in this case, where there has nc¢t really been & fair {rial the aygunent et
least for commutation to life imprisonment is even stronwer, WYe. would
appreciate if our overseas friends could help carpaign for the lives of
Thongchan Srinual, Sao Saokaew and Bunrurng Sri~udom,
_ - Oné’ very positive trend on the.lepal front is an increasing

number of attempts by endangering society (or ex endangering society) pwiscners
to sue.for habeas corpus,or for damages arainst those fesponeibic for thedlx
&rrést®y The“gore of these types of cases that can be won, the more carelul
the authorities will be in arresting neople under decree 22 &f WARC,

We start Part Two, with a special feature on the varicus times
of, volunteer programmes that are being set up in different parts of the
country by government organisations in order -to encourare orﬁlra“y racple
to becoms actively involved in the armed struprle apainst commmista, There
are ajready at least 200,000 of these para-military forces (not i“Linﬁﬂnr
2.8 million village scouts), who are being inddstrinated, trainsd, ond
armed to join actively in communist supression aotlvz*jeb v*t“*uT Tay and
without compensation for their families if they zet ¥illed or w-undsd,

CGRS. along with many liberal elements in the government are grainst the

idea of persuading Thai people to hate and kill other Thai pecple,  Gorrmnist
supression leaders are also apainst arming unknown and poorly trained
villagers who cannot easily be controlled and who cculd easily turn cub te

be either gangsters or ccmmunists, If the former haprens this does nct

help the government's supressl on activities, as it tends to promote miszuses
in power, thus npushing the people even further away from the rovarrrent,

Justice loving people in Thailand, and overesas, are bacoming
increasingly concerned by the widespread and aCﬂelera\in; uss of tha caten
all articla of the interim constitution ~ article 27, The Prime Minister
has, in the twg month, pericd July-htipust 1978 summarily sentenced 51
people, two of them to death, iltogether people have been sentcnced ou
23 different charpes, These sentences have been carried cut on the hagis
of' the police investiration reports alone, with the accused nct even havin:z
the chance fo.speak in their defence, Coneious of the widespread criticis:
of the illegitamacy of this summary Justi;e, whe PM, has found himself in
the strance position of almist having to creste a paralled lepal system to
Justify his extra-juridical actions, Thus Lhe cabinet, the Maticnal P31lcy
Council, & special comrittee of three, the Narcutics ﬁdvjsory Brard ete et
ara all suprosed to meke their comments before the TH, decides, Degplie this
vindow dressinpg;the truth of the matter remains the same, People arc given
very heavy seabences without any chance to defend themselves, This is why
the ICJ, has recently lod ed a strong prot st with the government on this
matter, -

Unfortunately reports of misuses of power by ordinary police or
officiunls continue to reach us. Murders, tortures and corruption by the
police really seem to be tho rule rather than the exception, Even though
action is  berinning to be taken against offenders (e,g. these who raped
and robbed the Vietnamese refugees, reported in our last issue, are nov
facing trial), the rot seems to be so deeply inprained, that only the pisg
vigorouéfpovernment sponsored campaipn has the chance of success,

Frime Minister Kriengsak has made great efforts to create a liberal
image for himself, in contrast to ex PM, Thanin's very richt wing image,

In realify however the pratbices of the two governments in terrms of human
rights are not widely different, The use of desree 22 of M2RC is a case in
point, Throughout the Thanin government releases of "encanprering soclety"
prisoners, were taking place more rapidly than arrests, Howevar in recent
months the trend seems to be reversed with new arreste nov tzking place
more rapidly than releases,
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In our report from up-countiy we ldentify a uwew disturbing trand
of peasant leaders being assasinated, Thie mirdering of farmers'lesders
was a widespread phenomena! in 1975 and 1976, dbut afber that died down fop
a whilé, However with reports coming. in from the Pattalung in the South,
and Chayapoon in the North Bast, it seems that the process is svarting off
again, - We feel that if peasants are 4o have a chance of living in rejative
security, particularly in sensitive areasg, and have a chance of lodging
complaints about mistreatment without fear of reprisals, then a powerful
and independent "Ombudsman® should be set up, which could receive compleints
from ordinary citizens about mistreatment by offiojals, and take strong and
and public action, Certainly, as our report from Phattelung indidates,
strong action must be taken to prevent a reoccurence of the widescale
massacres that took place there in 1971/72,

_ On the labour front considerable progress hat been mede, bsocause the
workers for once united to fight against the labour protection law numbsr §,
and for an increase in the minimum wage, However having been forced to back
down to the worle.rs.demands, various right wing forces are inteneifying
their attempts to divide the labour movement again,

The government is becoming increasingly sensitive to press eriticism,
and has warned newspapers not to report on a wlde rapge of issues, including
the smuggled Volvo car scandle (involving the brother of Sangad Chalor 7090
and the rightwing monk Kitiwpdho), sensational communist guoerrilia activities,
the robbing or death of tourists, etc ete, Thres news refazines!, and one
newspaper's editor and -publisher.  have had their licenco reveked, and ihe
FM, has even issued a veiléd threat that he might use article 27 againsg
offernding newsmen, - : ﬁ

. __Though there is very little real academic freedom in universities
and colleges pwith censorship of musical shows dealing with poverty, of
books ‘produced by Thammasat law students for lewyers day {7th August) in
honour of the father of Thai law » ete, the situation in universities is
becoming more healthy, This is becausse students are apain, after almost
two years of silence, beginning to struggld arainst university authorities
for their basic rights to orpanise activitiss, run their own' students' union
without interference from wniversity authorities, and be able participate
in development projects, There have thus over the last tuo months been an
increasing number of meaningful student protests, -

: As usual Part Three of the report deals with the activities of CGRS:
and other similar organisations in Thailand, CGRS itself is beginning to
play a more active role in providing legal assistance for many different
categories of political prisoners, 1s trying to broaden its network of support
amongst progressive religious groups, and is spearheading the prepargtion
of activities in Thailand to commenorate the 30th anniversary of the UN
universal declaration of humen rights, In addition to these, and its normal
activities, CGRS, has organised various religious ceremonies to draw attention

_ .o specifie social problems (i.e. in the slums), and also wrote an open letter

to Iang Saray (deputy PMe of Kampuchea) asking for permission to visit Kampra
chea to investigate reports of human right violation, and religious persecuvs,
~lon there, Other groups are beginning to play a more open and active role in

the promotion of human rights and the general level of human rights conciousness
in the country is growing, S '
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We conclude the report in Fart Four, with a general political
analyses, where we show how in the stru~gle between military factions
(particularly over forthcoming promotions), every possible tactic is
used, However it Jdoes aprear that PM, Kriengsak is able to avoid an
issue that mirht unite his oponents. Ue also report on the increase
budgets devoted to amaments, and the expanding arms trade, Finally

-We corment on reports of the.development of a more humane communist
supression stratery, T :

We have been heartenned by General Prem Tinsunaled!'s statement
-that "blocdshed is no cure for insurgency ......v... the real battle .
against communism 1is carried out by those who believe in peaceful .
methods", Though we in CGRS do not believe the battle is for or apainst
communism, but for a more just, humane society where spiritual values
are important, we are encourared when a leading member of the govermment
and a military General, can ccme out so strongly in favour of peaceful
methods, If such ideas can spread our faith in the rossibility for a
peaceful fubure for the country might not be misplaced, : :

Part Cne: FPolitical Frisoners

1. Little Frorress in the Gase of the GGRS.Horkers . _ S
¢ In the May-June issue of "Human Rights in Thailand® ve reported

that 1t was kikely that all charges would be dropped arainst the .CGRS,
workers and voluntecer (Chaiwat Yao~Wapongsiri, Sukhon.Tantakeyoon, and
Soontham Chindawong) except for the charpe a~ainst Sukhon of having more
“than the lez2l number of pills in a sensitive area- (he is astimatic and. .
had more’ than 100 anti-asthma pills on him at the time of his arvest),
Unfortunately these charges have not yet been dropped. o '

At the time thet report was written we had also been informed by
Folice Major Udom Charoen (commander of the 7th Division of the speclal
branch) that the case had already been sent to tha Director General of
the Police Department for a decision, L o o

On the 12th of July we azain went to the special branch, and at
that time were informed that the case certainly would not take more than
a month to be completed, On the 25th of July, checking 2pain at the =
Speéial Branch we discovered that t he case had not yet been sent to the
Director General of the Folice Department, On the 12th of bugust we
again contacted the special branch and were informed, on the 24ith of
fiugust that the case had passcd the Tolice Department with a recommencation
that only Sukhon should.be prosccutcd with the Tctieine charge, and had
beensnt back to the investizating officer in Ben ia San for crward
transmission to the military court at Hakorn Sri Thammaraj, Howaver we
have no indication of the truth of this report,

In all that has transpired up until now two things are cuite clear,
 Firstly, that in a case such as this one everyone from the governor of the
province, the local police chief, the special branch police, the director
general of the police department and the military prosecutor have the power
to say whether prosecution should take place or not, If one of the ahove
is in favour the others are likely to arree, Secondly .that some paople in
high positions are trying to make this case prorress as slowly-as possible,
to keep a burden over the head of CGRS, and to keep tied up a large amount,
of money in bail, o e i

" In conclusion it should be note’ that contrary to letters that might
have been sent by ‘povernment officials to AL and other froups, and contrary
to information we have rsceived, this case is still far frem over, HNo charpes
have yet heen officially dropped, and the threc are still remanded on bail
of 35,000 each, Thus continued assistance in canpairnine for charpes to bhe
dreppel is still required from all cur overscas friends,
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'2) Trials and Leggl'PToqesses

A, Qctober 6th Defendants
1. The Trial of the Banckok 18 at the Militarv Court of Banakolk,
Arnv Quartermasiers Divisioen of the Royel Thai Army, Wenthaburi

A1}l our readers are familiar with the events that led to
the arrest of 3,145 students, workers and members of ths peneral population
on Oct, 6%h, 1976 =nd the concurrent overthrow of -the constitutional and
democratic government, Of this original number 1€ siudents and workers were
picked (many it appears at random) as victims and charged with up to 9-
sérious offences ranging from Lese Majeste, to killing government officialsy
The trial started st the emd of August 1977, lavyers were permitted in
Fovember 1977, and the hearlngs proper did not start until Jsnuary 1978,

July 6th, 1978 ‘ -
Sixth Pfosecution Hitnesss Fol, Li, Aree Montrivat {continued)

(Pol, Lty Aree was a Crime Suppression Divisdon master sorgeant
who “slipped” into Thammasart University with a Thal flag in one hand and a
gun in the other to negotiate with the students,)
Crosg=examination: The witness admitted that the demonstration by the
students to force forwmer Prime Minister Thanom Kiptikachorn. oub of the et
try was conducted peacefully, ' The witness described the asseualt and dvtack
on students on the morning of. Oct, 6th as "brutal'y and after looking at 11
photographs of the Thammasart:incident, {showing a man winating on & dead
bedy, & man being beaten and hanged frOm a tamaripd tree, people kicking
students, and a policeman stamping on a studentsface, ete,), he described them
as "very tad behaviocur® and "extreme brubtality", Wher asked by the lawyer
if the policemen and people who had killed and tortured the dewmonstrators
were investigated by the police or not, the witness sald that he did not know,
and that the {irst time he had seean the plctures was in the court,
: After the lawyers had finished cross-examining thid wituess,
the question of incrsasing the hearings from once to twice a week wes raised
againy but still no agreement could be reached over the additional day,

July 13th, 1978

Seventh Prosecution iditnesss -Pol,Pvt, Prasart Clioosarn

Prosecutor: POl rvt, ‘Frasart &f the SpL01al Cperations Police festified o
the court that he was shot in the left shoulder at about 9,00 am, cn Cet, 6th,
1976 as he went inside Thammasart University, carrying a,38 revolver and a

shot gun, to "restore peace" there, NThis bullet forced me to bed for three days

in horpital and a further month at home before it healed, I was unable to do
any routine work for almost a month", he said,
Cross-examination: Pol,Pvt, Prasart said that he did not hear any shots fired
from outside into the university at 8,00 am, the time at which the defence
lawyers claimed that there was heavy shootling into Thammasart, He added that
he received an order from Metropolitan Police Commissioner ¥ol,Lt.Gen, Vichiaen
Saengkaew under . the Gode name "N, 1", to move to Thammasat University at £,C0
-am, to reinforce the police there, ,
fisked by defence lawyer Suthee vaapan whether he saw students
being beaten or burnt he said that he had not seen anything, "I did not see
any plainclothes policemen either, A1l policemen there were in uniform"; he
said, He added that he did not see anyone kolding M,16, HK, or AK rifles as
claimed by defence lawyers, '"The policemen had been ordered to miintain peace,
not to arrest the students, These who threatenned the peace were the
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demonstrators inside the university",

July 18th, 1978 S S

ghth Frosecution Witnesss Pol,Lt.Col. Salang Bunnag : . :
Prosecytor: Pol,Lt.Col, Salang Bunnag deputy superintendent of the Crime Suppre-
ssion Division testified in court that's 200-man anti-riot police force from GSD's
sectionfive arrived &t Sanam Lueng {opposite Thammasart) at about 3. am,.of Oct,
6th, awating-further instructions from their superiorsy A that time there was
8 crowd of about 8,000 angry anti-student démonstrators cethering, Ab about 6 an,
the witness, along with Pol,.Lt, Watcharindra Neimwanitchkul, Pol.Lt. Arec Montrivat ?
(5th and 6th prosecution witnesscs) and three other policemen went into the univer- |
sity "o negotiate with the students", Hé tdld the court that after. three police- !
men had been shot and wounded, he opened fire to provide cover to the wounded I
pelicemen, He also added that several protestors who tried to get. into the campus
were wounded and pinned-down by intense gunfire, _ _

u<..v . At spproximately 8 am,, the then Police Director General Srisuk .

Mahinthorathep gave-an order permitting policemen to use their arms in self-defenee
and to protect the lives of others., Following the order, several police units '
from CSD,. the Border Patrol Police ahd Metropolitan Police stormed the university,
Cross—exemination: The witness got angry when dsked by a defence lawyer about the
police's anti-riot methods. A4ccording to the witness, the 200 Crime Suppression
Division anti-riot policemen dispatched to maintain peace and order at Thammdsart
University on Oct, 6th were not equipped with teargas, gas masks, bludgeons, shields
or water hoses, but with M 16 assault rifles, M 2 carbines and Ingram machine pistels,

e The witness, who himself carried an Ingram machine pistol, reasoned
that from his own evaluation of the seriousness of the situation combined with the
wide location where the demonstrations and counter demonstrations were being held, o
the use of teargas and other anti-riot ‘gadgets to digperse the crowds would not ’
have been effective, Besides, he said, several policemen unequipped with gasmaske
would be physically harmed, R

7 ' He however agreed with the defence lawyer that tearpass, gasmagks,
bludgeons ‘and water hoses mountéd on fire trucks were basic. equipment used to quell i
rioting, He further said that anti-riot policemen should show restraint and try
to avoid using firearms.unless it was inevitable and their lives were in danger,

ST After the hearing, the question of increasing the number of trial
hearings per weck was raised again, and finally it was agreed that in Cctober the
trial hearings would be increased to twice a week - on Yednesday and Thursday,
even though the defence lawyers: felt that twe trial days without interval would be
digadvantageous to the defendants, _

July 27th, 1978 . ‘ e

Eighth Prosecution Witness: Pol.Lt. Col, Salang Bunnag, o :
Cross—examinations  The witness could not estimate the number of officials on

duty on:the morning of Octobsr 6th, Hewas not sure whether he had seen any
village scouts during the incident, claiming that the pictures of the village

scouts skoun in some newspapers might be fake, He admitted that after the inci-
dent was over the officdials searched the bodies of those arrested and found only
3-4 guns, However, he denied seeing officials taking personal property of tune
arrested students, such as necklaces, wristwatches as claimed by the defence lawe
yers,  He Imd also not scen whether the women were forced to take off their blouses.,

Auiust 3rd, 1978 .

Eight Prosecubion Witness: Fol.Lt2Col, Salang Bunpag o
Crosssezamination: The witness denied that the demonstrators who beat, kicked and
hit the students as shown in the pictures broucht by a defence lawyer were helping
policemen arrest the demonstrators., He accepted that 3.4 students lying dead on
ground a2s’ shown in anothér nicture hed no Firearme with them at a11.

o
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In conflict with a former witnesses testimony, the witness said
that policemen had not been ordered to open fire at the demonstratora at all,
Mor else many more people would have died," He also denied the defence lawyerls
clain that women were forced to take off their blouses after they had surrendered
and that later some of them were raped,

August_10th, 1978 : o

EichthProsecution Witness: Pol,Lt.Col, Salang Bunnag R
Crosg-examinationi: The witness accepted that when he went to Thammasari
University at 11 pm, om Oct, 5th, and guessed from the worsehning situation
that there would soon be riot, However, even though he wzs a superintendant of
the G5D, he had no plans to prevent that rio%t, "I tried to get inside the
university, but failed, so I had no idea of how to solve the problems", said
Salang., "The, students did not allow you into the campus because you were
wearing plainclothes and yet you carried : firearzs with you, ia this right ?",
asked the lawyer, The witness answered that he did not ¥nowu,

Vhen asked if the Police Department had ever triad to arrest the
killers and torturers of students during the Oct. 6th event by sending piciures
of these people all over the cohntry, the witness stressed that that such arrescs
were not his duty and he did not know about the government policy on this matter,

"While you were in Thammaset, did you see piles of dead bodies cf
students?" "I saw only wounded students, I saw no such ‘piles ", answered the
witness, "Don't you believe this picture?" The lawyer said, showing the
pictures, and "do you say that this other picture of a man dragging a dead
corpse also did not” happen in Thammasart on that day", THe witness simply
said, "I do not know where it took place®, _

" Finally, it should also be noted that & lot more pecple (sboub 500}
attended the trial on that day to celebrate lawyer's Day (August 7th), after
the hearings, a bunch of flowers was given to the leader of the lawyers e,
Thongbai Thongpzo, After that a statement was read and everybody listenned
peacefully, At that moment a soldier who was clearing a way to an officialls
car pushed one student and also knocked him dowm, The students and people wiic
were gathering there were very engry but still continued the ceremeny peacefully,

August 17th, 1978
EighthProsecution Yitness: Pol.Lt,Col, Salang Bunnag , . .
Cress—éxamination: The witness told the court that he went to Don Muang Alrpoxd
in the evening of Octobsr 6th, 1976 after having listened to Yankrao Radio thit
Dr, Puey Ungpakorn the rector of Thammasart University was going to "flee®
from the country. He had not stopped or postponed the Singapore Airline nisne
from taking off, but had gone there to guerd Dr. Puey from being assauited oo
harmed by a group of 700-1,000 protestors who tried %o stop the professor from
going abroad. "I hid Dr, Puay from the protestors and because of this he still
survives, " he said,

- Salang denied that he had forcibly snatched a telephone from Dr,
Puay's hand, He also testified that he was told by a reliable Air Force
offiecial that the Singaporian pilot had refused to take off if Dr,. Puay was
allowed on to his plune, . ' :

hugust 24th, 1978

Ninth Prosecution Witness: Fol.Pvt. Suriys Tuichui :

Frosecutor: Fatrol policeman Pol.Pvt, Suriya Tuichui testified in cour: thal

he was shot in the back by a student during the October 6th, 1976 incident,
Suriya and more than 30 other policemen of his unit were assigned

to inspect the incident et Thammasart and were all armed with HXK 33 rifles,

At 8 am. he and the other policemen received an order to enter the university
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andl wevre allowed to use the guns, He sald that he elimbed up te the nigher
floors ‘of the buildirg of the Faculty of Law with a few other policemen, and
forced at gunpoint about 50 students, ineluding girls, to go down fron the
bailding and gather at a rcom on the groundflcor,

i Suriya said he was shot at the back while guarding the studentas,,
He "dénied alle.ations that the arreshed studénts were assualted by police, He
gaid he was sure that the person whe shot him was a student because from the
position cof his wound the gun must have been fired fron the top floor of the
building, He did not believe that police or other civilians conld hase climbed
up the building at that time,
Cross-~examination: The defence lawyers decided not to cross-examine this
wltness as they felt that he had no évidence relating to the defendsnts,
Lucust 30th, 1978 _ : 7
Tench Prosecution Yitness: Adr Serceant Chom Fuchak .
Prosscutor: The witness testified that his rarachute unit at Sur~danm Camp
at Hua Hin recéived orders to come to Bangkok at 2 am, on 6th Oct, About ‘
50-60 parachutists. thea came tc Bangkok by rosd and reached Banykok about
6 eam, Each one of them had been allocated one HK, 33 rlfle and about 70-80
bullets, Only after their arrival in Bangkok were they informed of the
purposs of their comine, ie, to restore order at Thammasart University, |
They were riven permission to use their wearons when they thought it necessary,
The witnsss claimed that he was shot while crawling inside the campus and had
been hospitalized for 8 days, oL
Cross-exzmination: “hile he was in tns campus, he had fired only about 10
bullets. The defence lawyer showad him a ricture of the pun used by the
Barcer latrol 'rfolice, and asked the witness ahout its power, The witness said
that that sun could cause considerable damage to en armoured car,

!
|
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Arom Refused Bail: Cn hugust 28th, 1978 the brother of Avom PonFpa-nran, one
of the Ccb, &éth defendants requested a btail for hrom, but the request was
refused by the ccurt bhecause Mirom is an influencial person',

2. The Trial of Doonchart Sathientharmani at the Criminal Cecurt

Boonchart was arrestec during the October 6th, 1976
insident, was released, and then a few weeks later was arrested and charged
with lese Majeste, The first trial hearing started on May 30th, 1977. There
wers 1 rrosecution witnesses ‘arainst him but 7 of them were dropped., The
finai (12th) prosecution witness rave his evidence on May 18th, 1978,

The first nearin for the defence witness's was scheduled
for July 21st,-1978 but was postponed to September 15th as the defence lawyers
and witnesses were not ready, _ :

L




'content,of‘thq,doduments, as this would need a specialist, He accerier

B, Those arrested bhefore
1, The Trial of Supep Pazo-one Croup

Supap and six other labour leaders were arrested in Marcn
1976 and charged with communisi, activities threatening the gecurity sf the
State and owning firearms, Their first trial hearings becan on Jamusry Gt
1977, There are altogether 62 yrosecution witness but sc far only aboub &5
prosecuticn witnesses have given then evidedce in court, The hearings
normally take place on a week, {on Wednesday}, Tt is estirated the ~risl
should be complete within a year,

Prosecubdon YWitnesss Pol,Lt.Col, Wisid Yiteyarampa _
Prosecutor: The witness has worked with the Special Security Police
1961. 1In this case he was an enquiry officer who continued to invessi
the case affer the local enjuiry officer had firished his investigat
He had interrogated Fisit and the two other women Nipapan and Sa-ngua
(who fled after heving been released on bail),

' He also studied the documents seized from the defendants

'y
|

sidencz, Those books included as far as he could remember, "Selacted 'izrks
of Mao Tse-tung", end "The Thoughts of Mao Tse—tung™ which had been us=g
g7 A £
for Studying and proprageving communism, Other docunments were these uazzd
heir

for educating workers and peasants so that’ they would. struggle with &
employers for justice, wages, welfare and so on. o
Cross-examinaticn: The witness studied the documenis as to whether thay
belonged to ths~defendants or rot, hew the deferdants zot them, whetnsr
Yhey-had read. them and how they felt about tuem, whether they had let sihe
people read them and why, whother they had used the documents 48 & mgans Lo
educate obthers and so on? But the defendants did not make =ny statercnt
about the docunents_during the police inquiry. He had never studied “ha

T

that .the books. seized were sold in the market during October 1973 w Totoner”
1976 (i.e, at the time of the defendants activities among the workers ang cf
the arrest) although a few of them had besn forbidden to te sold, o

.

July sth, 1978

Prosecution Witnesg: Pol.)aj. Vatana Yururn-ngam

Prosecutors The witness was a police officer at Sampran District wh> joined
the group which raided and searched the four defendants 'residence. Th:s “our,
2t

Supap, Pisit, Nipapan and Sa-nguarnsri did not oppose the search but 1
the policemen search their house freely "to show their innocence", Later,

& policeman from the Special Security Police came and said that the docunents
seized were communist documents, The four were then accused of being involwved
in communist activities, and with the illegal possassion-of firearms, '
Crogs-examinaticn: The witness acceptec that he had never read the scized
books which he had originally claimed to be 'communis? books", nur had he

ever studied comrmunism, When he searched the defendants bodies he found no
weapons at all, As for the guns seized, he found them sfter they had teen

-laid on a tq:le by some policemen; he did not know where those policemen found

them,

July 12th, 1978

Prosecuticn Witness: Fol.Col, Apai Yoradithi _

Prosecutor: The witness was a Deputy Commander of the 3pecial Sacurity
Police and an investication officer in this case, He interrogated Yirapen
and Promma in addition to ths interrogation by obher policemen, The repor®
of the statements ziven by the two hed been given to the court,-

LT TR SR S S 1Y v N -
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Prosecution Witness: Pol.Cap, Tawat Saensukri

Prosecutor: The witness was an investigation officer at Fratumbaen District
Samutrakorn Frovinece, where & defendants in this case (Wimut, Yanta, Tongluer,
Harin and Promma) were arrested. The witness interrogated Promma and Vanta
pnce, According to the witness, the books and documents seized were about
comtunisn, : ; ,
"Lross-examination: The witness.could not remember whether he had informed the 3
arrested about their rights to meet and consult with their lawyers before -
giving a statement, Neither did he remember that the five were denied their
Fights to have visitors, receive bail or meet their lawyers {Infact they
were denied all thede ledal rights), The witness.alSc-accepted that he had
not read any of the seized books and documents, but he knew that they were
all communist books from the titles on the covers, However, he had not scen
the cover of every book piled up at the police station, Finally he accepted
that in fact he did not know what the majority of the books and documents
were about,

The witness also said that after his enquiry he did not thin
that the five arrested in Kratumbaen District would have anything in concern
with those arrested in Nakornpathom Province {(i,e, the other four defendants
in this case who were students: Supap, Pisit, Nipapan and Saenguansii)

July 19th, 1978 'There was nho hearing as it wes a religious holiday.

July 26th, 1978 .

Before the trial began the defendants asked the court to ordap
the prison custodizns to unchain their hardeuffs, claiming that leg shaciles
should be enough, (A1l the defendants in this case have from the begimmivg
had their legs shackled, although they are merely unconvictéd prisonsrs).
The custodians refused, The defendants claimed that they could not take
notes of the hearings with handcuffs and after all the court had originally
said that the defendants need not be chained in court, After some arguement
the custodians gave up and unchained them, (But still they have the leg
shackles),

FProsecubor Witness: Pol,Cap, Lpirak

Prosedutor: The witness has worked at the Special Security Police for 6
years, In this case he was one of "more than 40 officers™ who continued to
investigate the case after the local inquiry officers had completed their
work, He had interrogated Nipapan, Sewnguansri, Promma and Narin,
Cross-examination: = Pol.Cap, Apirak said that after all the inguiries he had
mede, therz was nothing to indicate that Mipapan and Sa-nguansri were come-
munists, He did not know what the purpose of the inquiries were either,

August 2nd, 1978: The trial was postpored as the judge was busy and had no
time for the hearings, :

Lumist oth, 1978 -
Prosecuticn Witrons: Tol,Li, Wasan Mibanchong

frosccutor: The witness has the résponsibllity of finding information

about the political movement of thepeople and workers, During 1974-1976

he carried out this duty in Samutsakorn Provincewhere there.vere many workars
movements, He knew the Samutsakorn Texttile Labour Union wlere Supap and
Pisit worked as advisors, He had been to many strikes in that ares to find
information and reported about these to his superiors, both orally aund in
writing, '

He was also an inguiry officer in this case, During his inguiwies
he had a2 quarrel with the defendants.,
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Cross-exarination: Only he and cne other junior policeran had the responas
8ibility of finding political informetior ir Samutsakorn at that time, 1In
his opinion, the workers movement to stage strikes or make scme dewands
on their employers were non-political but he had to find information about
them to stop any further action that might be taxen.
The Samutsakorn Texttile Labour Union was legally registered,

" The Union eimed at protecting the legal rights of the workers, It alss

provided the workers with representatives to negotiate with their employers
whenever they needed, .

August 16%n, 1978 ] :
Prosgeution Witnesst Pol,Lt, Wauan Fibanchong -
Cross—axaminaticn: The witnezs accepted that some information which he got
from various scurces, both among the employers and workers, were not true;
for example, there had once been news thot the Cmmoi workers would all dress
themselves in green colour and join 2 mass demonstration at Thammasart
University, which turned out to be false,

The Samutsakorn Texttile Labour Union had cnce brought biographies
of some communist prisoners for the workers to read, which he thought was
a way of propagating communism among the workers,

Erosecution Witness:. .Pol,Lt,0ol. Viriya Tumornsuntorn

Prosecutor: During 1972-1977 the witness was a police inspector in charge

of the local police station at Kratumbaen District of Samutsakorn Province,
where four defendants in this caze were arrested, His Testimony ahout

the strikes in that region was quite similar %o those already given by former
witnesses,

Avgust, 23rd, 1978
Frosecution Witness: Pol,Lt,Col, Wiriya Tumornsuntorn
Erosecutnr: During 1972-1977 the witness was a Folice Inspector in charge
of Kratumbaen district police station, The police inspector claimed that
the workers'strikes after the October 14th, 1973 incident wers very diffea
rent from those before the incident, Refore Cet. 14th, 1972 the strikers
and employers could come to an agreement within 3 days since the workers
staged strikes by themselves without interferance from outsiders who were
not workers, and policemen could #o into the factory or stand guard ocutside.
But after Octoher 1973 the strikes were prolonged since there was interfarance
by the NSCT (National Student Center of Thailand), the strikers often barri-
caded the factory gate, not allowing the factory's owners or the police-
men to enter the factory, they threatenned to burn down the factory, and
éven ran the machines and sold the products by themselves, Their demands
also changed, For example, in the big strike from June 7th - Lith, 1974
at the Petkasem 1 factory which workers From many other factories in Cmnoi
and later from otheT provinces (such as Samutprakarn and dontaburi) alsc
joiwed, tihe workers made demands to the government, not to the employers,
“v increase the minimum wages and o be more concerned with the workers!
problems, A4s a result of this the rFovermment had to inerease the minimum
wage to 20 baht per day and the employers had to pay compensation to workers
who were fired from their work without due cause,

In later strikes there was violence, such as at the strike et
Watana Vinile Tile Factory in June-duly 1975, where there was a clash
between strikers and police which ended with the death of one feraie worker,
with eight others being. wounded, One policeman also died, The police did
not arrest the workers for fear that the. vorkers would make further propaw
ganda which might lead to disovder in the country, '
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Five Workers Refused Bail .

In early 1978 CGRS ran a campaign to raise bail money for the
defendants in the Omnoi {or Supap Pase—ong case), At that time a sum of
30,316 Bab% cash was donafed by people in Thailand from 211 walks of life
to rent a land title deeds to be used for the bail, After facing considersble
difficulties in finding a land owner who would be willing to rent his title

everything in order and to request to the court to grant bails t6 % workers
in the case with 1,500,000 Baht of rented land title deeds, paying a rens
of 20,000 Baht for these deeds. :

On August 24th the bail request was refused by the court because
of "orders from higher up' and because the case was being considered at a
"high policy level!, - - : s

It has been decided by seven defendants in this vese that the money
donated from the people should be given to their lawyers to be used for <heir
legal defence, It hzd been suggested that some of the money should be used
to help poor workers, but the defendants argued against this suggestion
giving as reason that "the money will not lessen the permanant poverty of
our peasant families." The seven defendants have also expressed their gratitude
to everyone who #ried to help them, eventhough unsuccessfully,

Gy, From Sensitive Arcas
l. The Trial of Udom Pka-krong group

b

Mro,Udom Pka-krons and ten other persons were arcésted in

May 1976 from Nakornsrithammarat Province and charged with being communists, -
attacking military camp, arson and killing Villege Defénce Volunteers, Detained
for over two years with no bail, their trial proceeds very slowly at the rate
of one dey every iwo months, ’ S g

: There have been no hearings in this case since April 18th,
becuase of the frequent postponements, until August 4 th, when the hearing
was held in the far southern province of Nakornsrithammarat, The witness
who gave evidence there was a doctor who made an autopsy on the VIVs who
died during the attack., No defendants in this case eppeared in court during
this last hearing held in their native town, for fear of the local influencs.

2+ Royal Pavilion Bombing Suspects-Pload Not Guilty

Four suspects arrested in conneotion with the bomb éxplosion
near a2 ceremony being presided over by Their Majesties in Yala in September
1977 were brought before the court on June 31, 1978 to hear the oharges filed
against them by the Public Prosecutor of Yala Province,

The four suspects-Abdul Romae Harong (19), Lornin Sa-i (16},
Dorha Samae (18) and HMae Pachu (22)-pleaded innoocent, They were charged with
illegel posseszicn of explosives for military use, membership in an illegal
organisation, possessing illegal firearms, treasen, 2ttempted murder and
attempted assassination of their Majesties the King and 4Sucan of Thailand,

The maximum penalty for these charges is death, . .

There are other accused who are sti¥l at large, Hayee Masar
or Hasae Hayesama-ae and Abdul Romae Pakigtan., The gix were accused of
planting bombs which later oxploede at Changpuak Lawn in Muang Dist;igt of
Yala PFrovince on September 22nd,1977when His Majesty the King was giving

flags to village scouts. Several persons were injured by the explosion,
At the time this incident wes widely used to embarass the Tanin governnent,
_Particularly the interior minister Samak Sundaravej,

In mid August this yezr the case was transfered from Yala
Provincial Court to the High Military Court in Fongkok following the Yala
Police authorities who fearcd interference of the
Liberation Orgemization (PULO)

trial by tho Pattani Unided
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~ dgcuments scized from Vichai's house. . s -

.filing communist charges on the two defendents,
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Ds Communist Charges
1, The Trizl of Somboon and Vichai Banlusilpa at the Bangok
- Military Couri - :

The two brothers Somboon and Vichai were arrested under
endangering society charges in October 1976, After having been detained
for 5 months under this charge, a furiher charge of communism was £iled
against them, : I - .

: AT ter six postponaments, their first trial hearings, earlier
scheduled for January 9th, 1978, rezlly began on June 6thy 1678, Below is
a summary of the second hearings.

July 24th, 1978

Frosccubion Witness: Pol.,Lt.Col.Nitat Sewettanan (continued)
P b The witness is a police inspector in charge of Patumwan
Police';5tatioh .in Bangkok, He drrested Somboon when he came from Ubon

province to visit his brother.Vichai in Bangkok, - .

- Cross—oxamination: The witnéss was cross—examined on two points; firstky

on his coixcept on communism and” democracy ‘and secondly on the increminating
According to the witness, although the NARC had after the

October Bth coup abolished the constitution and the Perliament and intreduced
Martial Law, Thailand was '3$ill under Gemocracy as it still hed 2 monarchy,
When esxed whethor a dictotorial regime could still be a democracy, ho saxd
he had rot studied zbout this., : '

' The witness said that he did rot know muoch slout vomsunism,
although he accepted, after some resistence, that he had beon invalveld in
. As for the tocuments, he had been informed tha: Sembcon w
coming to Bangkok to "destroy the documents 2% Vichai's house, He gu
that the red piece of cloth would be used %o make a flag 2s "communist f
are always red", But he had no real evidence about .the cloth; nor had he

. asked the brothers about this., As for the documents urging the government

to arrest the assassinators of peasant leaders, protesiing dictaiorial
power and promoting democracy, and protesting against war, the witness
acoepted that such protests were justified, :

He finally accepted thaet before Oct 6th, 1976 all the
increminating documents in this case were not illegel, and that fror Oct Gin,
1976 to the day of the arrest, there was no evidence that the defendants
had carried out any action that might cause any riot in the couniry,
Prosecutor: The recsons for the arrest of the two were the documentis and
elao the fact that both had faith in, and desire to propzzets communizm,
There was a2lso evidences from: up-country., o Co

The next hearings were scheduled for September 8th, 1978,

" L . 24 Three Deatn Sentenced Communist Prisoners Appealed to Supreme
’ " Coury .

On June 23rd; i976~a group of 30 policemen raided the house

.of Mr,Amnuai Songtip, village~lLeadman of Ban lico 8, Ban Nongpai, Tambon

Ra-ngoeng, Srikorapum District, Surin Province after having been informed
that communist guerrillas had hiden some firearms there, After an e;change
of fire and bombing,; Fol.Col,Prasop Kasemsiri, the leader of the policemen,
was shot dead, and three other policemen were injured, One perscrn in the
house, lr.Tongdacng Saitipprachan woas alsc killed, whilst four oihers were
injurcd and arrested. lir.Amnuai, the owner of the house, fled.. (n the way
1o %ho provincial capital, one woman amongst the group of arrested {¥iss
Pensri Chulari) was tortured to death, " The other three, HMr.Tongchan Srirucl,
Hr,S20 Stokaew and Kiss Punrurng Sri-Udom (who was pregnant) Were w¢ioined
-t 1

Y othae Tantvil Prisan 28 Surin Provings 2ad were shorzadt with illessd




“14-

rossession of firearms and intentionally killing government officinl:
whilst they were on duty. The three confessed their guilt during thre
police inquiry, ' : :
On June 15th, 1977,%the Court of First Instance handed do:
a death penaliy to the “thres, The three immediately appealed to the
Appeal Court,
_ 0nl3&16 - Juna- 1978 1 the Appeal Conrt confirmed the des 1l
panalty on the three, OCn July 17%h, 1978 the three again appealed 1o
the. Supreme Court.
In their zppeal to the Supreme Court,; the three defendant:
claimed that they had not given their atatements during the police ingu-
freely, but were forced to make a confession by being tortured in dif-
ways¥ They also claimed that during the tria] proceedings, their cou.
appointed lawjyer had, instcad of revealing the truth about their tortu.
aonfession op trying to prove thejr innocenco, suggest that they make
same confession in court again, He had also tried to nake the prozen: i
cese more complete and losical (see the three defendants! appeal attoas !
The three defendants have thus- asked the Supreme Court that they e Zi
a chance 1o changé their siatements and have a new trial hearing, The i
also appealed to the Bar Association on July:7th, 1978 to investigate -
 malpractice of their lawyer lir,Cheiyasit Yamsri,
At present the throe are waiting for the final judgement

of the Supreme Court, Thongchan and Sao are now treing detainel at

Bangkwengz Central Prison, and Bunrurng at Women's Yrigon Liéd Yao As T
Bunrurng, Tongchan's wife, she gave birth to a baby in prison. ith
considerable diffoulties she took c¢are of her daughter in prison umiil
May 1978, whén the baby became very ill, so she decided to send it ous
to be ‘teken care of by her mo ther,

ANNEX: Profile of Prisoners
1Bunrurns Sri-undom
Aga e 23 Sex: TFemele Religion: Buddhist
Jﬁf?h at: Ban Kong thﬁg, Amphur Srikhoraphum, Surin Province
Address prior to arrest: 3an Yang Tia, Amphur Srikhoraphum
Profession: farmer . _
Belatives: 9 brothers and sisters. Her parents are still alive, ALL ¢
- VEery poor, -
Familg: Harried 4o Thongchan with 1 daughtbr who was born in the pric:
and at preesnt stays with her grandmo ther) She is detained o -
the women's prison Led Yac, and has to sey pupil's uniforms

It was written in <no three defendants' appeal to the Supreme O

" ¥e three defendants would like to state to the Supreme Court
did not give our first statement as shown in Document D18-20 freely,
were threatened, forced and tortured to an extent that we could not -
and tad {o give those =iatements - Perticularly, the secound defenda§“
A8 evidenced hy Incumerd Dis {a doctor's report confirmingly wounds;J
" a rib_bonc broken, though no impor%ant orgen in the helly hurt, 23
the uounds‘noeding approximately 100 days to bo curod, Evidently
wounds wore not caused by bullets, but by collision with haird abjec-
or c¢rashing force. Homestly, we three defendents wotld like_to.gfe“.
the Supreme Court that cach one of us was brutelly tortured in ule
ways, although the wounds did not show up, For examp?e, ge‘ﬂere tf:
with 2 rope and then dropped in the air, shot at testia with elestic,
in- the rips and belly with a gunstock and so on"




every day.(¢xeept Saturdey ond Sunday)
Detention situation and nuirition: averazge, unchained

Health! normal

2+Tongohan Srihmel )
Age: 23 : Sex lale ‘Religion: Buddhist
Born at: Ban Kang Khong, Amphur Srikhoraphum, Surin Frovince
Address prior to arrest: Ban Yang Tia, Amphur Srikhoraphum -
Profession: farmer

Family: elready married (see above) S
Detention Situation: being chained and detained nearly the whole day in

his cell (which is cbout 95 metres), Tomether with
about 14 other prisoners sentencéd 4o execution,

He has no work to do, and can come out of the cell only
for food and washing. - '
Health: stomachache

e,
SR TSR

3.8ac Saokacw B

Age: 23 Sex: HMale Beligion: Buddhist

Born at: Ban Kang Khong,Amphur Srikhoraphum, Surin Province

Address prior to_srrest: Ben Yang Tia, Amphur Srikhoraphum

Profession: farmer -

Family: simple

Detention Situation: Similar to Thongchang's (as they zre imprisored toctn

together) -

Hoalth: Has been severely heaten up, cne of his eyes im blurred and
sometimes is painful, In addition, he is also in pain from a pain
one of his elbow bones which wes shot.by the nolice,

Es Endangering Society

l, Endangering Society Prisoner Appeal for Habeas Corpus
as Mr,Prapazn Patikapzn , -

Mr.Prapan Patikapan (2l)a mail clerk in Seni Pramoj (ﬁhe
former Prime Minister)Llaw Office who was arrested .under endangerirg society
charges (for having an immoral profession and being gangster) appealed to
the Appeal Court of Bangkok on June 23, 1978 for Habeas-Corpus;_

Prapan claimed that he was arrested on My 8th, 1978 when he
visited his friend who was detained at Samranpat Police Station in Bangkok,
-and had been detained there ever since, although he had done nothing Wrong,
Pol.Haj,Chatchai FPinudom, Samranrat investigation superintendent claimed
that Prapan was guilty of stealing end had been sought by police for a long
time .

On July 25th, 1978 the judge acquitted Prapan from all charges
and ordered his immediate release as it was proved in court that Przpan was
innoccent and the detention was illegal,

: In addition, ¥r.Cuarocon Patikapan, the prisoner's relative had
before this appeal broughi an zction against Pol.iaj.Chatchai and Pol,Sg,
Amporn Chanrod at the Criminal Court for having incorrsctly carried.ous
their duty in arresting Prapan., This latter hearing is yet 10 be held,

be Hr.Thom and lir,.Scnem Kenhokiew

" Mr.Thom ond Mr.Sonom Kanhaiew were arrested for murder
on February 1l7th, 1978 in Keoengkrow District, Chaiyapoom, On the folliowing
day another charge of endangering society woas filed agairs® them, After
having been detained at the police station for 30 days they were sent to
ths Vocational Training Centre at Naekornrajsrima Province where endangering

society prisoners in the NE are hzld. ’
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) On March 26th, 1978 their parents had a layyer make an appeal
to the provincizl court for Habeas Corpus, claiming that although the
two persons were charged with murder, they were not guilty of endangering
society. On June 23rd the judge acquitted the two from endangering
society charges. One part of his judgement read:" the NARC Decred 22 48 '~
a decree that cuts off the rights of the people. Before charging anybody
with this charge, the police officer has to have ¢énough evidence and- has
to consider the case throughly until there is no suspicion or unjust -
detentionh,

After Thom and Sanom were acguitted from the endangering society
charge, the police officer requested further remand from the court for
further investigation on murder charges. But his request wes refused,
as the court felt thet the pre-trial detention period under the power of
the investigation officer was over, Consequently, the investigation
officer had to file the case quickly in court.

Be Mother and Son Sue Police .
A mother ond son, lrs.Penkae and Hir,Pairst Sadudeeshivin, asked
the Criminal Court to take legnl action against %wo senior police officers

of Bangrak Police Station who arrested and detcined them without sufficicnt

evidence,

The two plaintiffs said that they were arrested by two police
cfficers,Pol.Maj.Vudhikrai Sridattanavudhi, Bangrok investigation super—
intendent and his deputy Pol.Sub-Lt Vorachart Noppakhun, from their House
and.were charged with endangering society., They had been detained in
Bangrok Police Stotion Srom the dey of the arrest on Hovember 30th, 1977
until their release on Japuary 3rd, 1978, )

At present the case is still being considered by the courd,

¥F. Danger %o the Security of the State
1l.Hr. Surin Suanpen -

fr,3urin Suenpan, a former member of the Socialist Party of
Thailand was arrested under endangering society charges in July. 1977
while he was carrying a poper bog full of leaflets against the government
and US imperialism. He was released from endangering society charge on
January Tth,1978 but was immedieztely rearrested and detoined under the
charge of being & denger to the security of the state,

~~ The first #rizl hearing, originally scheduled on Jamiary 17+th,
1918, only finally begen on July 14th, 1978,
July 14th, 1978
Pirst Prosecution Witness: Pol,.Sgb, Boonshuai Kongkanag
Prosecutor: The witness arrested Surin while he was distributing the
leaflets to the passerbys at Petburi Road, He was travelling to in an
official car but was wearing plainclothes when he saw a crowd of about
20 people gathering there. He got off and saw Surin dis$ributing the
leaflets, He then scid that he was a policeman and arrested Surin,
There were 8 catagories of leaflets, all of which attacked the government,
Later, he searchcd Surin's house and found more documents therao,
Thé cross—-examination will be held in the next hearing,

on September 19th, 1978, -

3. Letters from Prisoners z2nd Ex—Prisoners

rrienvose

Every week CGRS receives lerge numbers of letters from ;
released prisoners, and their relatives. liost of thusc 1dtiers come from
up-country, as writing leitters is the only way CGRS can keep regular
contees  with up—-couniry prisoners, Mast of the letters received zare
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wormal letters, received in response to letters sent by CGRS, and are 2
part of a continuing correspondence designed to moke the prisoners feel
that they are not Torguotten, Sometimes they ask for specific assisthncc, .
or express thanks for assistance received, or request some action be taken
to overcome a particular injustice, R .
In what follows we have translated three examples of different
types of letters received during the past month or so, '

Ayuithya Vocational Training Centre

17th,July 1978 PR .

Dear'Brother-Chaiwat, : o ‘
Today I have already listerad %o Thawee read your letier, You

said at the end of the letter that you wanted me to write you some ledters

too. I myself wauld be very pleased and willing to do so, but I am sad

to tell you that I can't read or write. fThis is one reason why I feel so

inferior which makes me such a quiet person., This is the first time in

my life that I have been a long way from home for a long time, Having only

worked in the rubber plantations and being interested in nothing, I've known

‘only a little about the.outside society, which seems very large.to me,

Most people in my village alivays say that I am a foolish one, dbut all of -

you at GGRS are not like them. This is the first time I have begun to

believe that such words are not at all true, I gratefully thank all of

you, who always give me mercy and encouragement, =Unfdrtunately I conts

find anything to give back to you as my present, I'll remember your pgood

and sincere acts of kindness throughout my life,

Yours sincercly,
Sanan Khukaew

SananKlankaew is an endangering sociéty~prisoners, in being cétaines
at hyudthya Voeettcnanl Training Centyre, '

Nakornsrithammarat

August 10, 1978

Dear brother, . 7 _
I have already bought the equipment for the shadow puppet show

(excapt for: the big drum which is very oxpensive at 2,700 baht, T think

I'1l hire one to use and will buy one later), In preparing my show 1

have to spend 3 months writing the script and studying it until I am well

rehearsed. I'll write to you when the first show will be performed.

During this 4ime I have hardly stayed at home because I always have to -

€0.1e visit my friends in other provinces in order to ask them for advice

about the story for my shadow puppet show. In addition to my own story,

I think 112 play Manora on some occasions, { I cen't do it regularly

because it costs a lot of money and requires experienced players) I think

I have a good opportunity to perform lianhore becsuse now I know a Manora

group named '"Khana Preeya Daresilpa' which has zll the necessary equipments,

Its standard of performance is quite good., I invited this group to perform

at a wedding party near my sister's house on august 3rd, The people liked

it very much, I also ployed with other players, I danced in the style

of ancient Manora as well as singing about my background, including being |

imprisoned and the accusation of the officials, The song was aboud how I ;

tried Yo appeal for jsatice for the people, but my doing so went against ,

selfigh benefits of the minority. I think you would have been 50 pleased

if you had seen my dance and listened to my song. The peaple liked it so .
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much that they gave me more than 100 baht a5 a reward. In addition
this group wanis me to join i4 in 1%8 normal performances and in
writing their siories.. I see that this is a good opportunity for me
to continue a role in a Manora show without spending any money.

I'1) write only the siories which are useful for ordinary people, and
will join in the performences, I also think thet if we have enough
- money I will take it to show here too, Hewever I am rot réady .at this
moment because I have not written any stories yet, I am vwriting one,
but it has to be rehearsed before it oan be played. If you want to
sec¢ it, please send me some information about your irip south many
days in advence,

' Hoping that within 3 months I'11 be able to take my own
groups of shadow puppets to perform for the general people. Also
hoping that my life will Ve better by not getting hindered. .- by the
officials, Finally I hope that my shadow show will be useful to the
majority of people,

) I wish tkat all of you are well. I am well too,.

N ’ Sincerely yours,
‘Julie Klomchit

Julie Klomchit was arrested on March.28%h 1978, from events resuliing in
the burning of the Covenor of Nakornsrithammarat's house in January 1975,
He was bailed out by CGRS in July 5th, 1978, and helped in setting

himself up as a shadow puppet performer. (See May-June report, pages 42-43)

Central Prison of Naokornsrithammarat
August 14, 1978

Dear friend,
' Thank you very much for your letter and advice which was quite-
useful to me, especially the news that there will be elections. I've
heard this news before. The news spread throughout the prison rather
quickly bvecause the prisoners hope that they may he freed :after the
election. Usually when there are official ceremonies both in the royal
family and in the government, prisoners hope they will be granted amnesty
by the goverument, Therefore they are very cheerful when they hear that
the election will take place soon, They only think ¢f their freedom,

and how to get out of jail, They are not even interested in the type

the consiitution, They don't understand what real democracy and

what real frecdom means, They don't know that the néw constitution

is only the crust of a dictatorship , i%{ is a disguised democracy.

I myself have been very bored by elections because they indirectly
destroy the economic system of the country.,

On August 1ist I had met a new political prisonar who had
just been sent here, After living together and discussing with each
other for a whiley I think he is a person who .has fought for justice
in this society, He is such a2 good man, He told me that firsily when he
went to prison he could not see how to fight for his case, I later
explained %o him that the CGRS in Bangkok has a policy %o give help to
the political detainees, Then he seemed more at ease and wantod to
meet a lawyer or any other representative from CGRS to give him assig-
tances that he would have assistance., He i3z now 45 years old and has
been married more than 10 years without any children. His name is
Sakorn Wongnoon whose house is at mu 5, Tambon Thachi, Amphur Ne 3irn,
Suratthani, The following includes some information of why was arrested.

~
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Ban Thache is a village under the influence of the CPFP. 1Its
people always face savagewaves of arresting and essasinations from
officials. For example, Soakorn himself is & person whom the villagers
believed and respected.The official arrested him with meny accusations,
such as he had joined his friends to kill others, bechaved or joired other
{0 behave like & communist, endangered the internel and external
sgcurity of the state, tried to kill officials end had war weapons
with amunition.

I think he should have a lawyer from the CGRS to help him in
the court. Now he is being tried by the military couri.

I'1} write to you again when I have an opportunity. Answer this
letter about Sakorn, please. - .

.

Yours sincerely,
Ratom Banjongchuay

Ratom was arrested in Nakornsrithammgrat undér,mﬁrdér and cbmmunist
charges, On August 22,-1978 he was acquitted and released after
having been detained for three years,
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Fart TWOI The Human Rights Situation

1, Misuse of Government Fower

A, The People War: An intibiotic for Communist Sunression °

During the vietnam war, many attempts were made by the US

Army to "Vietramise' the conflict (i.e, persuade the Vietnamese to kill

each other), One of the most famous of these was Fhoenix, This was an

attempt to arm the general population, and get the people themselves to

fight  against, and ki1l communist guerrillas, Unfortunately Thailand

seems unable to learn from the mistakes committed in Vietnam (esg, with

the "Strategic Hamlets" described in our MarcheApril report), and has

organised varlous different projects, with different names and forms,

glmilar to the Phoenix projects which failed so miserably in Vietnam, i

S Before providing some information on the attempts being

made to involve ordinary civilians in communist supression activities,

we would like to emphasise that the reason we are against such schemes

ip because we feel that every attempt should be made to minimise the

hate and killing of Thais by Thais, and thet no group of whatever politi-

cal hue should manipulate another group for their own ends. N
In Thailand the original idea for civilian involvement in

carmunist supressioncame from ISCC and was proposed by Cen, Saiyud Kevde

pol, the present chief of the army general staff, who once gave an inter-

view about his scheme saying that, ",,,.In the past we (the government) :

did not believe that the communists could have succeeded in persuading 3

the farmars to act againsi us, This was because the Thai farmers, besides

their peverty and laeck of education, have a tradition of Being "domesticated®,

We thought thesoe were sufficient reasons to ensure that they would not -

rise up against our orders, However the communists proved after some time

that these farmers could be arcused against the government, This made us

see how important the farmers are, So we are now trying to draw them back

away from the oppesition!, o
The attempts to involve peasants in communist supression

activities vas started 3.4 yours agd with the creation of Village Defenee

Volunteers (VDVs), Under this schems peasants from some sensitive villages

were trained for o menths and then sent back to work under t he command of

government officials after Sheir training. These peasants are paid 30 Baht

a day for their expences, and thus ths original project was quite costly,

In addition government did not consider the VDV project by itself to be

sufficiently strong to defeat the communiste or win the peasants back from -

the communist camp. Consequantly the government decided to expand the VDV

project into three new forms each apprapriate to the conditions in & partiou-

lar area, '

Details of these three forms are provided in the following ~

table,
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9.
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TSV’ _ SH Ly
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11. Number (Grly s*arted in March 1977, Training only starteq In'May 1978 No reliable data is availab o,
’ Fipures wp to April 1978) However there are 2.8 millj. n
Norfhsast Totul 8,951 PEYSCLS  Norbhweast 250 persons for cach of the less tightly structureq
it is likely that this number lor 2 important provinces, a Total |and controlled Villare Scouts .
will doutle in the asar future{2,250 persons.
ZOWLS {began in 1975) North 250 people in each of 4 -
Total 36,111 persons. provinces, Loei, Chiengmai, Nan,
_ ” _ and Fisanulok. Total 1,0C0 persons
! South T umber uncertain, but  [Central only at Tak, total 250
w0ore than in other regions as persons,
the power 2f the voluntecrs is .
. used mo#: often beeause the
L Supression operations are more
_ scricus than in any other part
of the country.

' Tte main reason that persuaded the government to organise such projects was in order to use the

pcople as the front line in Tighting against the communists, It is a combination of phycol orical warfare and armeq
struggle. Howcver, a very important point is to use the minimum WMmMmﬁ possible, and to avaid baving to spend money
on the 'salary or allowznces for peasants or to be responsible for they are wounded or ¢illed, From the oririns._
tion of the 3 projects 'mtil now training.related to the projects has taken place all over .he country. It is esti.
mated by reliable sources that ot including village scouts, about 200,000 people have alre dy passed throurh trm

ina
ings of cne kind or another, & former ISOC official implied that the projects were not -co populer or successfyl
in an article in Thai iikorn as followings: Meveeesseamy opinion is that the army and - he police scem disatisfiec

with such prejects beeanse they are in reality ocutside their contrzl:. Since many voluntee *s have & lot of wer Wwoapor
officlels ecan no longer arrest them (even though they often misuse their power)., It is ale, unreasonable to create
strong feeling araiqst the cummnists, since this will cause Thai people kill each other, "y therefore belicve mwwozm
that thesy afe very wicked nrojects, The peopls's duty is to help develop the country and sroduce,not to hold muns 4
kill cach' other®, In snswer tc the criticism that these volunteer forces were not effect! vely controlled, on July 2
1978, Gen,Prem.Tedsvlanon (former commander of 2nd regional army (north-eastern region) anc now Deputy Minister of the
Interior) decided that all the different volunteer groups should be more-closely coordinatc 1, and thus ordered all the
various voluntecrs, (more than 200,000 people) to be dotned together under the name of "Thas Volunteers for Protectineg
the Hation"s The overall duty of this group being to-develop and to protect villages, unde: the overall control of
Ministry of Interior, but with tredping provided by the appropriate regional army.
: In conclvfion we would like to again emphasise that we are arainst these volunteer schemes for twe
main recasons, Firstlr because the tendency to militarise the Thai population, train them for an armed struggle, and
encourage them to hate and kill other Thais is net only contrary to the principles of all religions, but elso will on}
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lead to greater confliet in the society. Secondly these volunteers, because
the government does not fully trust them, and wants to control them, ae mest
Likely to be pawns manipulated by influential groups, rather than people
participating in their self development and struggling for their own. interests,

The future of the country can only be ensured through greater
trust, cooperation, participation, conciliation and -non-violence, These pre-
jects aiming at inecreasing manipulation, conflict, and confrontation can only
lead to.a deterioratipg situstion, IR ' - :

L 3

B, !lncreasing Use of Article 27 of the Interim Constitution ..

' In the May.June issue "Human Rights in Thailangd® pages 28-29, we
expressed concern over the increasing use of the “eatch all' article of the
Interim:Constitution - article 27. During that period 30 pecple had been
sentenced under that article, Unfortunately the. government seems determined
to make increasing use of article 27, for during the period covered by this
report (July-hugust) 51 people have been sentenced inecluding two to death,

- For all these concerned with Justice it is extremely worrying
that such widescale use should be made of extra-Jjuridical pracesses, and
that this use should be increasing (70% higher during the past two months
than in the previous two months})., It should.also be noted that it is nct -
only with article 27 that there is increasing use of extra-juridiecal pro- -
cesses, but also with Decree 22 of the now cefunct Nabtional Administration
Reform Council, where arrests and detentions have been taking place at about
150 people per month, :

What is most worrying about these uses of extra-juridical processes,
is that they are being used for normal eriminal cases, for which there is
adequate provision in the pendl cede, It seems that these processes are used
to bypass established legal methods, and thus there cannot but be a suspicien i
in the minds of people who are aware of the widespread dishonesty and corrugtion
of police and government officials, that very often these processes are used
for cases where there is insufficient evidence, or where personal interests
are involved. In this respect it should be noted that neither the Thai police
nor the prosecutors are renowned for the strength of the cases they present !
to normal eriminal courts, since between 50% and 75% of these cases are aquitted |
by the courts because of insufficient evidence., For these reasons the denial
of the basic:right to a trial {(Universal Declaration of Human Rights - article
10) has a very much more serious implications in a country such as Thailand i
than in’ other countries where police and prosecutors evidence are stronger,
and officials less corrupt, :

. : This increasing use of article 27 is fortunately beginning to pro-
voke international concern, particularly when people are summarily sentenced to
death, For example on the 4th of August the International Gommission of Jurists
protested to the Prime Minister about the Summary execution of two alleged drug
peddlers, .

The following is a 1ist of the cases where article 27 has been used
over the peried July-hugust 1978, It should be noted that though each case
18 suppesed to be considered by 4 special three man committee, the National
Policy Council, the Cabinet, and the Prime Minister, before sentence is passed,
decisions are based only on the police investipatsrs report, and none of the
accused have any chance to defend themselves iw

i
i
{
!
i

4th July 1978 8 suspecte” log poacherswere ordered detained for a further 90

days to give police time to complete their investigations, Folice were also

empowered to make any other arrests they deemed nacessary, - However since all
wers out on tail, none of the eight were immediately detained as they could

not be found,
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6th July 1978 Four persons were sentenced from 5-15 years impriscoment
for illegal lorging, {three of the four escaped arrest),
17th July 1973 Two people were sentenced to 25 years imprisonment each, for
drug trafficking. '
18th July 1978 O{ne sawmill owner was sentenced to 40 years imprisonment for
1ilegal logging. ' y
g4th July 1978 One owner of a taploca exporting firm was sentenced ito life
imprisonment, his assistant to 25 years in jail, and the company fined 2
miljion baht for adulterating tapicca for export, :

On the same day 15 people were sentenced to 5-25 years imoriscnrant
for illepal logging (three managed to escape arrest),
2rd hugust 1978 Two alleged heroin producdrs were sentenced to death end
executed, despite the protest of the International Commission of Jurists,
They were executed within 12 hours of theiTr sentencing, .
17th hueust 1976 Four drug traffickers (including a Spescial Branch police-
man) were sentenced to life imprisonment,

In addition on the same day four alleged lop poachers wore
sentenced to ten years imprisonment, and one to five years impriscnment,
{one excaped arrest), o _ .
22nd August 1978 Eight persons were sentenced to five years imprisonment
each for illegally using dynamite for fishing,

From the first use of article 27 {(April 12th,1978) tc the and
of August, article 27 has been used to punnish 94 people for 23 different kinds
of offence, Three people have been executed and 68 are being held in prisen f:r
periods ranging from 3 years to life imprisonment, The remainder of those
sentenced have escaped arrest, i

: During the past two months on cne memorable day 17 pecpls were

sentenced to harsh prison terms, and a company.fined 2 million bant, by a
busy Cabinet, National Policy Counecil, and Frime Minister on a wide range
of+different offences, a record which few courts working full time over a
pericd of months could challenge. This inecrcasing use of article 27, un-
fortunately enables local officials and police to threaten many people, and
thus obtain benefits for themselves, In one case for example a Mr, Mi Chon-
ladet was arrested in Krabi in the South of Theiland, suspected of illegal
logging, he was releassed on bail on 9th August 1978, but the police said trey
would recommend the use of article 27, On the 14th of hugust he committed
suicide,

- It is our view, that this and many other cases indicate that
the 51 people sentenced by the Prime Minister under article 27 during the
past two months are only the tip of an iceberg of .injustice, since almost
certainly a much larger proportion of alleged offenders (particularly if

they are rich business men)} never have their cases considered by the
"committee of three', the national policy council, the P,H,, or the Narecotic
Control Board {which makeg recommendations on drug cases}, but instsad find it
wiser to settle with local police and officials, whether they feelthey are
innocent, or guilty, .

We certainly do not support drug trafficking, profiteering, or the
destruction of the environment, bubt feel that it is essential that everyons,
however strong the charges against them, should be given the chance to defen?
themselves, Only if the rule of law is upheld can gross misuses of poWer of
government and police officials be prevented. We do not believe that the
window dressing attempts to create a further juridical system (in additicn 1o
the normal criminal and military court systems) through the establishment of
the "committee of 3", of the consideration of drug cases by the "Marcctics
Control Board", can help in any way ensure that real justice is done, =s this is
is impossible if the accused has no chance to defend himself, and sentenc:s zre
passed by busy men in a few short minutes on the basis of police reports only.
The increasing use of this article should cause justice loving people in and

At a3, Fha Aasnntamr s d e Al Aaane
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Cs Other Misuses of Government Pover

Since the November/Dscembar report, we have been reporting on the
general serious misuses of power by policemen, and gpovernment officials,
We hed hoped that by divulping and diseminating such stories in the press
police and officials would become more careful and responsible, and the
frequency of the cases wouvld reduce, Unfortunately this has not happened
as can be seen with the following reperts. The phenomena is not one .
restricted to any particular part of the country, or any particular rank
of official or policeman, but aprears to be generalised and widespread,
and certainly we have the fecling that the cases we report on are only x
the tip of a much arger iceberps— -
, i We feel that the rot has set in so deeply, that only through a 2
fhorough resducation, at least of 2ll :policemen, combined with effective
and just pr secution of all cases, is there a chance of improving the
situation, - ‘ P
~ Three villevers vere arrested and disappeared :
0 On July 6th, 1978 uhile Mr, Pon Sa-nguansai (66), Mr, Thong-di
Sa-nguansai (26) and Mr, Somwang Keewkaem (20) were working on their
ferm in Panomtuan District, Kanchanaburi Province, a group of policemen
led by Pol,Lt,.Col, hkorn Kantedara came to the farm and began to beat up
the three severely before taking them away in the police van,
! : Later, Sommng's son went to the provineial police station to ask
about the arrest and the charges on his father and brother, Police informed
him that no charges had been filed on the three and that they had already
been releasoed on the day after their arrest i;ei on July Tthy He waited
for his father and brother for elmost one month, but they did not return
home, so finally on iupust lst he made a petition to the Police Opération
Headquarters in Bangkok aboutb the disappearance of his father ang brother,
The outcome of the police investigation is still unknown; '
Folicemen hired gunmen to kill 3 villagers

Pol,Sub,Lt, Kanchai Roipromma hired 6 gunmen bo kill 3 villagers
who opposed his intrusion upon a big public swamp in Tambon Koksi of
KonKhaen Province,

¥r. Wan Wongkoksi, a Ban Kogsi Village-headman; and Mr. Witoon
Datumma, were shot dead on June 18th, 1978 and 2 days later Mr, Sank
Roita was similarly shot dead by & punmen, Policemen later arrested the
& gunmen on July 26th and charged them with murder, The six confessed,
but also claimed that Pol,Sub,Lt, Kanchai and the former Koksi Tamhon-
headman had hired them for 15,000 Baht to kill the 3 villagers, The two
however did ‘not pay them the money as promised and in addition had hired
another gunman to kill the six to cover the case, Feeling angry with this
deception, the six made & confession to the policemen, Pol,Sub,Lt, Kanchai
was later arrested, The charges and outcome of the case are st 11 umavailabla,
4 Drunken Police Instector HangsTwo Children

Two viilagers from Konkhaen Frovince appealed ta the Commander of
- the Police of the 2nd Precinct that their childrer aped 12 ane £3ywhks had
been arrested for stealing money were tortured Ly the Police Inspector in
charge of Fang-ruer Police Station, Pol. “aj, Tawee Lurng-arum, on iugust
4th, 1978,
: On that day Police M.jor Tawee came back to the police station,
Qeviilren, at, 11 pm, and 4n.:led the two newly arrested schoolboys, Boonchu
Suithong (12) anrd Sotiep Praniraksa from the jsil, He tied a nilon rope
around the nec* i the two boys and huns them from a hranch of a tree,
tErocleuing then that if they ded not confess they would be killed, The
two boys could not stand the rain and finally confessed that they had
stolen the meney, In addition, one of the boys (Suthep) was beaten by the
policerzn wntil his face bled,
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The commander of the police second precinct accepted tho appeal and
promised that there would be an investigation on this case, claiming that
such actions of a high-rank police officer would only further worsen the
bad imege of Thai policemen,

Police Serpeant Shoots Dead a Gjvilian

" Mr, Wichai Tongsiri who lived ot Nonsa-ad District of Udornthanj
Frovinee was shot dead by Pol,3p, Sutham lMairae after a personal eenflinst
on August 4th, 1978, Before being shot dead, Wichei had a querrel with
the policeman in a restanrent where they both have dinner, "iAfter the
quarrel, the policeman who was still angry, followed him to the railway ~
station and drrested Wichai, Wichai resisted, saying That he wes aob
guilty of anything and would go to the police station by himself on the
next day, The policeman then shot him with his ,38 gun, :Yichai diad
immediately, L :
Three Villarers Killed by Policemen

On July 23th, 1978 three persons were found dead with their bedies
burnt, in Tambon Mzkamong, Danchang District, Supanburi Provinces the
hands of two of them were cut off, Folicemen at Danchang District naid
they could not identify the three dead men because their bodies had been
burnt, There were however some villagers-who saw the murder but they
dared not speak about it, . _

The incident finally came to light when a woman vhose nephew
had disappeared, took the picture of her nephew to a doctor at Tambor
Tekamong, The doctor insisted that her nephew, Boontirg Musngwong,
was one of the three who had been murdered, Befnre going to ses the ductor,
the woman had asked a police officer at Dancranc aboubt the pictures und
clothes .of the three cead men, but was informed that those things were
unavailable at the police station,

Feeling sure that she could not rely on the officer at Danchane,
she appealed to the Police Operations Deputy Commander, who began investigate
the case, It was finally disclosed that the killers were policemen at
Danchang police station, Pol.Sgb Banchong Suwon and Fol.Spb Nirut Seikantesns,
These policemen had also taken part in the log poaching and illeral log selling,

The two policemen were finally arrested, It was only after thiir
arrest that the villagers dared to disclosed their mistreatmsnt, The villagers
claimed that anyone who spoke about the deeds of the two would had their
lives threatenned; were tortured or even killed, The three Fersons murdered
Wweras an example of this,

The case is now under investipation,

A& villeger lLrrested end Tortured to Death in Jail

The case was disclosed by the wife of a man killed by peliceman,
She appealed to the press in July that her husband, Mr. Somnuk Chaiyarit
and his friend Noppadol (lest name unknown}, who were accused of stealing
a motor cycle, were hortured by 3 policemen until her husband died, ¢n
May 30th, 1978, the three policemen kicked and beat up the two persons
until they fainted after accusing them of stealing, The two were later
brought to the central district police station of Kampanppet District,
Noppadel was kept in jail while Somnuk was tied up under the police
station and charged with stealinp and offences arainst officials, On
that night taff Sergeant Chairat Koedyindi ang other policemen tortured
Somnuk to death,

Somnuk's relatives appealed aboub this tu the pelice officer there,
but he did not accept the appeal and threatened them not to caunse discrier,
In addition, Samnuk's wife and other eyewitinesses had their lives threatened
by the sergeant if they pave evidence in this case, Some of the eysuitnesses
have decided to sell their homes and land to flee Trom the influencs of these
police,
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Former Demiy Villace-Headman Arrested and Killed

Mr, Sanit Kongkam, former depuby villape<headman of Moo 2 Tanbon
Pruyai, Central District of Nakornrajsrima was drrested ’3uIy 18th 1{j} </
by three uniformél pelicemen who said that the police wan u@gtl
him, However, when his wife visited him at the po;;cs,statibn, Sanit was

not cdetained there, Lator the police inspg Tn charge of the police
station said to the reporter who as out: Sanit's disappearance that
he was not sure whether tEfaﬁhpe persons in police uniform who had arrested

him were poliggmﬁn.nr_ngggtg _ : .
Orihily 17th, 1€ anit's hody was found dead .in a swamp, his legs
and hands tied together, after some investigation, Pol,Sg, Wichien Napkasom

was arrested for having taken part in the illegal arrest and murder. There
s still no further repart about’ the names of the: other +two policemen
involved or the outcome of the case,

. B,  Arrest apd Releases
hrrésts
Scuths
31-5-78 Two communists, Mr, Sawat Kaokong (46) and Mr, Pon Saengthong (30)
vere arrested in Trang Province after the government had discovered that
there were communist guerrillas coming to Yantakao market repularly to buy
food and other commodities., The two confessed that their camp was on Bantad
Mountain and the food would be sent to Pa-lien District and perhaps even
further, Aif{ter their arrest they were sent to the Fourth Army HQ's in
Songkla Province, (Thairat  1.6.78) .
1-7-78 Two members of FULO (Pattani United Liveration Organizatlon)
separatist movement, Mr, Yakoh Direk (23) and Abdul Lohtohlong or Tapu-
nga (23) were arrestec from theirhidins place in Tambon Raman, Yala Province,
(Deo Siam, Nation 3-7-78)
4=7-78 One member cf CFM (Comminist Party of Malaya) Mr, Ho-nguan Sae-Tiew
(17) surrendered to the Thai povernment forces since he could noit stand the
strong suppression of the joint supression forces, His home was in Ya-hor
State, Malaysia, (Chaotai 7-7-78

11-7-78 Two students, Miss Benchawan Chotrakam (21) and Miss Chuenchit Sri.
kaew (21) were arrested in Ban Donsak District, Suratthani Frovince when they
came to town to buy food and cormodities, The two confessed that they worked
in a production unit at B,5 camp in Ban Frupi, Ban Masan District, Suratthani
Before joining the communist puerrillas, Benchawan was a second year student
of Suan Dusit Teacher college, Rangkok and Chuenchit a first year student of
the Law Faculty, Ramhamhaeng University, Bangkok, (Deo Siam 14-7-78) (Bangkok
Post 13-7-78 reported that the two had ~ surrendered as they could not
stand the hard life in the jungle),
15-7-78 Cne member of GPFM, Mr, Daw-law Bin-iso (22), surrendered to the
headman of Tambon Lao-jud, Waeng District, Narathivat Province as he could
not stand the starvation in the jungle, He confessed that he had Joined the
CH4, on Feb, 22nd, 1976, (Tawan Siam 19-7.78)
22-7-78 - L former Bangkok school girl, Miss Wannee Charuchana (19}, was
arrested on a southern train from Chumporn to Hadyai while it storped at
Tambon Frupl, Nesan District, Suratthani, with 375 bullets and a package of
nedicine, The police as sumed that she was bringing the amunition and the
medicine to the guerrillas in Frupi region, Wanneo denied the acousation
and was sent to the Filitary Information Center at Nakornsrithammarvat,
(Nation, Bangkok Fost 24~7-78),

1~31 -~ 7 ~ 78 ..ccording to official report, during July 1978, 12 communist .

guerrillas had surrendered themselves to the government and 35 were killed
in the South of Thailand, (Nation 11-8-72)
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13-8-78 M villager suspected to be the brain of the FULO, Mr. Korde Dara-
choa (45) was arrested zt a checkpoint in Moo 6, Tambon Taluwoa-Muer,
Central District, Marathivat, vhen the officials found some documents on
him about a plan to kidmep government officials and hold them as hostages,
His home was at{ Tambon Yalang, Pattani, (Tawan Siam 16-8.78)
14-8-78 Four merbers of PULO were arrested in a house at Moo 4, Tamben
Nongrad, Ya-ring district, Pattani where they ware rathering to-hold a
religious ceremony, Three other persons were killed during the arrest,
The four are identified =2s Mr, Ya Fute, Mr, Chcharon Sulaiman, Mr, Dawhao
Hama and Mr, Samang Vachi,

Mr. Hayl Paochu and his wife, Déuriyau, were also arrested for piving
shelter to the four FULO members,
North:
2=7=78 Five villapers from Tambon Huai-Kaew, Sankampaeng District, Chienrmai
were arrested,accused of being involved in communist activities, They are
identified as Mr. Yuen Taratta (36), Mr. Somboon Fuag-inlang (31), Mr. Chamnong
Inda (31), and Mr, Ma Payainsiyang, Police had discovered that there were
some comrunist guerrillas who were spying ongovernment forces, -supporting
communist troops with food, and propagating communism in Doi Lan, Tambon Kuai-
kaew, They therefore arrested the five, (Tawan Siam 12-.7.78)
23:24-7-78 HNine communists in Sermengam District, Lampang Province surrendered
to the government, Mr. Ying Ud-soi (20) and Mr, Boon or Nipon Srivichai (22)
surrenderec on 23-7-78 and earlier Mrs, Daorueng Boontem (22) and Sompong
Boonthem (25) who were reported to have received trainine in Leog also surrendered,
On 24{-7-78 Mr. Boonyang Pootue (24), Mr, Tongsuk Un-ping (22), ¥r, Chantig
Chaikammng (23}, Mr, Charoen Chaikamuang (21) and Mr, Wira Sesains or Surichen
{24) of the same district surrendered, The nine were sent to the Milltary
Information Center at Chiengmei, (Siengenuer 4w8-78)
23(or 27)~7-75 Two villegers, Mr, Boonying Bootsoi (20}, and i, Bosnnipon
Srivichal (22) were arrestcd for supporting the communist guerrillee with
food and commodities and were later sent to the ISCC infermaticn centre
{(karoonyathep) in Chien;mai, The two were villagers of Tambon Mee-rieng,
Serm-ngam District, Chiengmai, (Mation 2.8-78)
25-7-78 Four communist guerrillas working in Serm-ngam District, Lampang, and
Ii. District, Iampocn surrendered to the povernment, The four are identifisg
as Mr, Boonyane Funieng (24), Mr. Thongsak Ung-ping (22), Mr, Chantip Chaikam-
wong (23), and Mr. Charoen Chaikamwong (22)., (Nation 2-8.78)
21=7=-78 . communist guerrilla, Mr, Wira Sutchan (24) who worked in Serm-ngan
District, Lampang, surrendered to the rovernment. (Nation 2-8-78)
North-Fast: ' '
Z=7=78 4 communist suerrilla, lMr, Totsakan Montrai (16} surrendered to the
government, iccording to his confession, he usel to work at Suan Kwang Moun-
tain, an area joining Udorn and Kon Kaen Frovinces, Before surrendering he
wa s §oing to move to Pupan mountain in Sakornhakorn Frovince, (Sieng Saeb 10-20 -
7=78 . . ’
1=3) = 7 - 78 iccordine to official report, during July 1978, 19 communist
guerrillas had surrendered themselves to the government,, 7 were arrested and
14 wers killed in the Horth-Eist of Thailand. {Nation 11-878)
16-8-72 Two communist fuerrillas, lr, Udom Muengkhol (24) and Mr, Berd Sona-
chan (22) surrendered to the fovernment, They used to work with the fuerrillas
in fmnatcharocen District, Ubonra jthani after having been trained in Laos,
(Bangkok Post 17-8-78)
18-8-78 Four members -of "Siem Insurgency Orranization surrendered to the .
governnent with their automatic rifles, They are Mr, Kongeri Singtothong (23),
¥r, fmnat Piwanrom (19) and Mr, Boonying Boontierg (23), Before jeining the
organization the four wsre farmers in Surin provinee. (Danpknak ootk 20"7"?”).
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24=-8-78 4 former villagd headman of Ban Sanom Village, Sanom District,
Surin, Mr, Burengnong {or Kim) Tonchai, was arrested in a minibus at
Frakonchai District, puriram, with food supplies and other necessary
commodities, Police suspected that he was carrying t hem to the commnist
guerrillas in Lshansai Distriet of that province, His friend, Kem Kingmala, -
managed to flee, (Mation 26~8-78)

24-8-78 i communist puerrilla, Mr, Tong-on Malitong, (25). surrendered to
the government and disclosed the locaticon of a secreét guerrilla ammunition
dump and supply depot in Nakorn Rajsrima FProvince, Soldiers later found a
large quantity of weapons and medicines, According to the report, Tongwon
claimed that he had been a local commnist leader in the province. {Bangkok
Post 25.8.78)° .
Centralj ' .
26-8-78  h student, Mr, !Clakorn or FPakorn Chantip (17) was arrested in
Sena. District, Lydthya with some communist propapganda documents, It was
reported that Nakorn had been trained of communism in Samierng jungle in
Chiengmai province for one year and came to Aydthya to proparate commmnism
in Sewa District. Before his arrest he was a student at an agricultural
collepe in Chiengrai province, His home was at Fang District, Chiengmai,
(Dao Siam, Daili News 27-8-78)

Releases

22-8-78 Mr, Ratom Banchongchuai was acquitted from murder and communist
charges and released from the Central Frison of Nakornsrithammarat after
having been detained there for 3_years. (See Human Rights in Thailand Report:
May-June 1978) ,

31-8.78 Miss Srisamorn Suchboonwon arrested on March 22nd, 1978, under
communist charges, wes detained at Bsngkhaen Temporary Prlson in Bangkok

for five months befere being released on 31-2-78 because of weak evidence,
{She claimed after her release that she had been mistreated by a police
officer who tock liberties on her during the investigation and tried to

take hor to a hotel, This case has been reported in May-June issue of

Human Ri:hts in Thailand).

3-9-78 r, Tawee Yindipot, a taxi driver arrested on March 20, 1978 for
possessing illegal documents and later was charged with endangering society,
was released from ALyudhya rrofession Training Center where he had been .
detained for 5 months, On the next day he was prosecuted in court for the
charge of possessing illegal documents, The judze sentenced him on that

day to 6 months 1mprlsonment but due to his confession the punishment was
reduced to 2 months, But seeing that he had already been detained for 5
months already under ancther charge, the judre set him free,

Endanrering Sceiety Friscrners Director General of the Corrections Department,
Tawes Chocsap announce. that the 11th Group of endangering soclety prisoners
would be released on Suniay 3rd of September, 4 total of 296 persons would
be released, 11 from Bangkok (Laad Yao Women's Prison}, 81 from the central
region (iyudhya VocationalTreining Centre), 56 from the North (Phitsanulok
Vocational Training Centre), 36 from the North East (Korat Vocational Train-
ing Cdntre)} and 112 from thD South (Songkhla Vocational Training Centre), He
claimed that 5,183 rcople have zlready been released, thourh our own estimate_
is much higher at about &,000.

Before this releasc there were 907 endangering society prisoners
officially being hel@,ilﬁ more than in May 1978 when the lasi official
announcement wis fadc., After the release 611 persons were still being detained
under Decree 22 of MRC in official detention centres, and a further 200-300
in police stations throughout the country.

i
{
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hs was reported in the March-iipril 1978 issue of “Human Rights in
Thailand", the decree 22 of NuRC (which allows detention Tor 30 days 4n
the first instance, and then 60 days renewable, withoub trial, and wibhout
- the detaines even-being‘informed,of.hisAchargej—has,over theﬂpast-yearﬁ___,
been largely used by the police to arrest and detain people for lonrer than
the lepal pre-trial detention pericds, when they have insufficient evidenca,
In very few cases over the pest year has it been used for political cases,
with most of those arrested being detained either on suspicion .of arug,
or eriminal offences, or over questions relating to the personal benefit »f
officials (er. commissions or bribes not being raid, conflicts between
groups, etc). Thus it seems that what wasToririnally set up as a wiy of -
dataining opponents of the N6RC, 1s now being used by police and other
officials to hypass Lhe provisions of the ordinary penal csde.

Finally it should be noted that despite the Kriengsak rovernment's
efforts to create a positive human rights image for itself, since it tock
over power last Movember there has been no reduction in the number of pecple
being held under endangering society charges, and over this rast few menths,
on the contrary, there has been a considerable increases in the number
arrested. It is indeed worrying that arrests under endangering society
charges, running at at least 150 per month are taking place at a more
rapid rate than releases,
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3) Report from Uo-Country

A, BRgort from the MNorth-East N _ _
hAsgasination of Fcasants Leaders besins acain

"Why do you have to kill each other?", Lt,Col, Chuang Boonyota,
chief of Chaiyapacm provineial ISCC-asked the villagers of Ban Huai Konta during
the funeral of "Grandfather Rod" as if to show that the govermment officials )
had nothing to do with his dsath, But his words have no meaning to the villagers
who know where tha truth is., "No villager would ever think of killing him,
Everybody loved him, not only people in this village or this provime, but in
the whole narth-east regicn. Only the govermment officials wanted him dead,

He was shot, by/&? 16, end.ne villager ever usesthat gun', said one villaper
angrily, amd stared at t he senior army officer as if to find out the truth, - -
. "Grandfather Rod" or Rod Thani was shot dead on the dark night
of July 5th of this year in a farm hut, 6 km, from Ban Huai Konta village of
Nong Bua Dang Bistrict, Chaiyepoom Province, He went to stay overnight at the
farm hut fo look after his rice field with his wife and his nephew, It was
around 10 pm, when he heard somebody call his name in the darkness outside,
He got up,lifted the mosguito net,and at that moment two M,16 bullets were fired
into his body. He died immediately,

The provincial ISCC leaked out the news that Rod Thani was
killed by the Communist guerrillas as he was a traitor, and at the same time
tried to cover up and stop the news; but it -could not close the people's mouths,
thus not leng after his death the news of the assination had spread widely,
Almost everybody who knew Red Thani believed that he was killed by the goverrnment
officials who had kept/?gllcving hir for a long time, For example after the
assassination of the Northerm Peasant Union leader, Intha Sribunrurng, and many
other peasant leaders in 1974-1975, Rod Thani had been warned by his friends
to take good care of himself, since he was one of the most active and couragecus
peasant leaders in the N.E, In 1974 he was elected a leader of the North-Eastern
Peasant Union and also the deputy-leader of the Peasant Union of Thailand, and had
led and joired many struggles of the peasants,

hfter the October 1976 Coup, Grandfather Rod was arrested without
charges and sent to Karunyathep Democracy Training Centre, a reeducation center
under ISCC, for surrendered eommunists or those accused of being communish
sympathizers, However, in the official report made after his release from
Karunyathep Centre it was written that "Rod Thani is not as accused, (communist??)
but merely a justice loving person who likes to help his neighbours”, The day
he was released hundreds of villagers from his village and the neighbouring
villares held a traditional weleoming ceremony for him, During that ceremony,
he said, "They accused me of being communist, I asked them what a communist is,
I asked thea if a person like me, who struggles for t he sake of the people and
for justice, 1s a commmist? But they have not given me an answer,"

Two deeths follcwed )

Eot long after the funeral of Grandfather Rod, another man of the
same village who had been expected to be chosen as the leadsr of the peasants
after Rod, disappeared from his housa, There was only blowd stains leading from
his house to the field, In the house his wife was found shot dead, \

Lfter the death of the three, one villager said, "Now we have
realized that Grandfather's question is already enswered by the government",

!
i
f
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3, leport Trom the Sonth
Pattalung — fhe Provinee of Tear
In 1971/72, as u part of the povernment's communiet svpprers-
ion activities at that time, there were large scale killinrs of pezsants. in
Fa'talunr province. lrfchution about these macsacres did nob b?COﬁP rublic wntil
the HSCT (h&tional Student Centre of Thailand) released details to the rress,

-and_held a demonstration in Bangkok in 1975, In these HEC! Aisclosures it care to

licht that large numbers of villagers urre tortured end killed in the rost abrecious

N3YS including beirpg burnt alive in nefrol drums, and nushed qut of heliconters
into %he sca or junsle. The allegations of the. ESCT were finally accepbed as irue

by a high ranking ISTUC official.

Since then news ahovt Pattaluns seems %o have died ous “rom
the nress except that from time to %ime there are revorts about armed clarkes
beburen communist guerrillas and governnment forces, However, like other people
in tke rar-southern provinces, Jh e in Pattalun still 1ive a 1ife ¢f rroat
fear and anger, because killing and torturing of villagers stiii poes on, but irn
more sudbtle uways than before. The supression forces no lonwer indulge in larze
scale massacres, but instead use wore indirect methods, cuch as emnloying.
"agrassination uni*s“..

- CGHS, has recently investigzted reports of villarers killed
in -dttalung, and have the rost corprehensive duta on Abdulmani Abdulla.

Abdulrani wes o muslim 1oacer, ﬂho was active in disclosing

rmentioned above, wvas dra -ged from his house in the- _

alternoon of July Ilth, 1978 by -a group of pelice~ . TRy :

men, YDVs apd BPF, end was.later found 'dead, with
tvo hullets in his chest, his forhead srashed in,

and his neck broken to such an extent that his

head could be turne@ right around, Cn that. day at
TP, 26 policermen, Villare Defence Volunterrs and
Border Fatrol Tolicemen came to his house at Ban-

Ko ong Thong, Tambon Fabon, - ak«pdyoon District,

Three of then asked hlo wile for water to drink and
then drapped Abdulmani from his bed, while seven
o%hers searchea his house and took a licensed Cun

and 7,900 Baht cash away with them. They took him

- Lo uhe forest and threa.ened the villagers not to,

follow them by shoating their -HK rifles in the ait.,_ . Abduhnanx Abduﬁa

Mis wife and neiphbour found him desd in the. -forest, thd evening at 6 pm, Yo
nudy accepted vesponsibility for his deuth, Howevar the BFP plauoqn commander
did accepte that he had aordered the arrest but claimed thati he knew nothing

. aboub the murder, .

e Abdulmani had been an uctiie lcader of tve muslims in many
snuthern .rovinces, both .in sceial and rn1ig10uﬂ activities, He used fo e
one ot the first trainers in the Villagre Scout training propramres irn many
southcrn provinees, and used to he a Yillaze Defence Volunteer but resirned:
il ¢ seoing Lhat most of the VDYs were using btheir power to oppresc oihez
vitla;ers, - Ue alsa used to work for She ISCC but -resimied for +He same leason
In !9#5 he was most active in- disclosing the murder of pessants by the rovrernment
authnritias; he had led the students and the Journalists to his villace to inves-
Licate Lhe cuoe didd went Yo Bungpkolk with 18 other villag=os %o rpeak to Zhe
densnstrabors @) Sonam Luang on February 14%h,. 1975, During that time Abdolrmani
e Bie 1Te Whrratomned 17 ke 6id aw - stop msking disclosures nhoub the pascaer
Obyfously, anly o fey ol the larpe numher people yio had ween h“Lhﬁl’y killed

wvers el oo cualon pmorelitcs) Ghe e jority 0f Shem hwinzy ondy oommon vwhllagers
* : 1 . . . ~ -
wheo nbaci up aoalne dntlneatial people ol the provtuce s had Tov exarpte
tierally ew, e valuable trees in thousands of acres ol foresi on the lantad

mouhtvin i e, Alklulnani'e active role in disclosing the killin~s nad ciused
prest apeor to bobl dinfluentigl peorle #nd to the local authorities. -
) 1




--- Cne obher reasen lor
Abdulsani’s. deach was an
ineident which hoprenad

¢ only 4 months before he
‘was kirled. At that time
he joined an islarmic

relipious ceremcny in
'bhanc Takuz villare, vhere
a BFP camp was situated,
At-night 4 BFPFs went to the

2% house of-a-widow, One of

" them told the widow that he

W vwas a co-munist guerrilla

@ and was ordered to kill her,

“ But he eould riot do that,

{ibut "would mather take her

" daughter to the jungle

" instead, He then went to

the .piri's room and took

iy M‘WMMJM Al e it A

Yod Ahdulia, Abdulmont s wife, dnd haet ﬁ"fe - T liberties with her vntil
qmonih oia Son after Abdutmanis’ d.e.ath, " the mother® could nét & +and
. - 2viY Any lenger and eried for

. halp, Qrdulnaﬁl cnd some other vzllagers rushed to the house; arrested the four
and sent them to the district head quarters for punishment, After the fonr had
hoen bailed eut from jail they asked Abdulmani to negohiate with the widow to
withdraw the cese, but she refused. Finally the fou“ vere fined 90” “aht-each
This rede the BPFPs [eel very<&ngry with Abdulmani, - ¢ “

Abdulmani was only 48 years old:when he was wurdereo. te was
married and had 6 children; the youngest one being only 3 months old, Wis death
ras caused great anger amonp the villapers and the muslims in the souths: This
' is nol only because Abdulmani was a much loved leader, but also because this kind
of kiilirg and torturing have hnpvenned over and over agaln” Too many innocent
people have died, Their {riends and relatives knew whé the killere are, but threy
cannot do anything to stop it, or even lodge official complalrts abcut it, -

Abdulpani's murder is not an isolated case, For example three
months hefore Abdulmani's death San (last‘nane unknoun) the village headman cf
Pan ku, Kongla Sub-dicztrict, was shot dead by a soldier in-front of his house in

front of many village eve-wltness, Aaain, San wag a- good man and was loved by the

~+illarers.  The milltdrj leaked out the news that San »as killed by c0ﬂm*rwst

“ouerrillas,

’ Yhile it is cla*med that some vll}acers are Pilled by the guerril’aq
others are accused of being guerrillas and thus their murder +is somehow justified.
Tagt year, the viliage headman of Ban Klong Chaloem village, Pan (12st name still
urknown) =as drapged from & bus at ‘an ID cavd checkpoint, on his way to the previn-
cinl cupital, passing Kongla Sub-district, and was shot dead infront of many
Jiltugeta. .Fan had once heen arrested under communist changes), rartly because the

~runist paerrilltas often: ‘came to his village and contacted the villapers: inc]ud1ng

. t.dben the suevrilias come to & villape like this, it i8 very difficult for the
villagers 1o know what they should do, a3 they cannot go to either of the two. sides,

- as neither can provide them with real protection; However Fan informed the govern-
ront authoritivs everyltime_he was contacted by the ‘guerrillas, for fear of beirg
punished By the ywdﬁinment awthqritiee. ‘End yet he was arrested, After his release
he Becare a 0¥, hut resirned soon afberwards as he could not stand the behavisr of
nia collecagues who opm: cascd and took advantace from the villagers, !Lcco"d‘rc to

J the villarers, his irath resuived mainly from his con“llct with other VDVs., licbody
s donred prol'"t o hirher joverrment oficials about the mlubehaV1our of thece sub-

i ordinates, For fear of relrr murdered themselves,

: To the government authorities in the remoite arsa of Thailand; it

seems S0 nasj and 91mp]e F01 them to kill anyone,” secretly or publicly, as accusing
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someone of being a communist seems always to be a sufficient excuse for any
killing.. The unarmed villagers are alwzys too afraid to resist the power of
these local forces, This is not ‘suprising, given the above cases and the
faot-that-in April -last year 4 group of-government officidls went to San
Pood of Kongla Sub-district and called a village meeting., "During that —eet.
ing they called Mr. Raw~rem Kamourak - out and shot him dead in front or the
villagers, Further details are unavailable up till now, sinece the villagexrs
are still too afraid to speak about it, .

: Not only the villagers, but also teachers, members of the pro-
vineial council,and even journalist have been killed if they speak up fer
the people, For example-on August 3rd last year Mr, Ket Ketkaew, menber of
Patalung provincial council and his brother, Mr. Suttithan Ketkaew, a teacher,
who attacked the corruption of the provineial authorities,: were shot Jeadat
their home, Two years ago, Mr, Puan Keewsamli, a journalist of Thairat news-
paper was shot dead because he had tried to find information aboub government
officials who had the power to carry out a "secret! policy in suppressing the
communists, ' '

. We could report on other cases, but feel that the examples
given, particularly the well substantiated information on Abdulmani, previde
& sufficient indication of the problems faced by people in Mattalung end oihner
southern:provinces. The problem is that local police and volunteer forees,
in sensitive areas have too much power, and that there is no official or
workable mechanism for villagers to safely protest against misuses of power,
' Wie feel that it is essential, that if innocent villagers are to
be protected in sensitive areas, and misuses of power reduced throughcut
the country, that a powerful and independent Cubudsman be esteblished in
Bangkok, with Changwat and District branches, This Cmbudsman should {25 is
done in Sweden and New Zealand) have the power to secretly. lnvestigate ail
misuses of government power {(with full official protection), report to the
highest levels of government, and make public its reports, '

Only if loecal military, police and government officials realise
that they can be investigeted by an independent organisation outside their
control and influence, and only if workers and peasants all over the country
realise that there is an organisation which will receive their complaints,
withoutgreat risk to their lives, will it ever be possible to reduce the
types of atrocities that have been happening in PFattalung,Chayapoon and other
parts of the country. '

GORS would be more than willing to assist in the establishment
and the work of such an Ombudsman, in order to help prevent the senseless
k1ling of Thais' by Thais, and to reduce the ever increasing atmosphere of
fear and anger that is spreading through the country,
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4. The Human Rights Situation of the Workers .

In the May-June report of "Human Rights in Thailand" we.
indicated thet at last there sesmed to be some unity amongst the workers,
since ail three main workers organisations had joined together to protest
against labour protection law No, 5, that banned holidays ih lieu of public
holidays that fell on Saturday or Sundays and certain categories of severence
pay. 'This issue along with the question of increasing the minimum wage
dominated the labour issue over the past 2 months, Another importent issues
was the protest from the NLDuB (National labour Development Advisory Board)
protesting the fact that ISCC (Internal Security Operation Command) officials

“had frequently accused unionists and labour leaders as -"loftists" or

"commnists?, Some of these problems weré 56lved without sincerity after
the labour gouncils and leaders protested asain and again, However little
progress was made on the more fundamental problems such as the disobeying
the labour law by employers, harrassment of unioniste, employeecs being dis-
missed without having broken the labour law and without heing glven severance
pay, employses dieingon duby without their relatives being given conpensation
gte, ote, . -
The Struggle Detwecen Labour Councils -and the Government | o

- Although the workers won their battle over the controversial

“ labour prbtection law on hugust 3rd, 1978, after all three labour councils

(Ehe National Labour Council {NIC) led by Paisarn Thawatchainand, the
National Council of Thai Labour (NCTL) led by Sanan Wongsuthee and the Free
Labour Council of Thailand (FLCT) led by Preecha Rodmanee) jointly protested
to the Prime Ministér in his capaclty Minister of Interior on July 3rd, the
workers gained nothing more than they had before but only stopped what was
already rightfully theirq%eing taken away, It seems that the whole of this
issue¢ was merely a game to delay the announcemeént of the new minimum wage
and to improve the imare the Prime Minister since it was he who sirned the
order cancelling the law and thus gained credit from the workers, The
most positive point of this acticn was the unity of three labour couneils,
On this protest action it should be noted that the right wing groups got
about 30 teenagers to protesting against Paisarn Thawatchainand .at Pramain
Ground.,  They accuséd him,with postérs’and his pictures {which they burnt)
of conduct likely to cause a breach of the peace, This protest took place
unhindered despite the existence of martial law, (Dao Siam 5-7-1978).,
Another success of the three labour councils was the govern-
ment ennouncement of the minimum wage, Before the announcement of the mini-
mm wage on auie-t 30th, the recommendation of the tripartitocommittes on
May 16th, (of 35 Baht per “ay) was transferred to bo considered by the
NLD&B, the Ministry of Inturior, *he Ministry of Finance and the Mational
Economic Development sdvisory Council, I. the meantime the employers,
the Deputy Minister of Interior, and even the Fif, had said that the raising
of the minimum wage would have many bad effects, despite the fact that
other people - civil servants, soldiers and police had already their salary
adjusted, With the new announcement; which would come into force on Oct, 1
the new minimm ware would be 35 baht for Banpgkok and the five neighbouring
provinces; 28 baht for workers in the South and Central regions; 25 baht
for workers in the North and Hortheast regions, However there would be no
guarantee that workers would be paid according to the new rate from Oct, 1st,
This is because the Labour Department cannot possibly check every factory,
Many labour officials thought that more than half of employers already are nct
paying the minirum wage, It should also be noted that a week before the
announcement the povernment strongly objected to increasing the minimm
wege, saying that it would cause difficulties and injustice to the farmers,
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In response to this problem government also agreed to increase the price
of paddy, but after this harvest, ‘ ) - .
There was considerable activity in the FLCT {the Free Labour

Council of Thailand) since its chailrman was changed from Preecha Redmenee
to Fhallob Nai'Ranong. Though Phallob had tried to show the FICT role in
fighting: for the workers interests by sending petition to the M, asking
for his intervention to halt the "introduction of a new housing system by
& private company at the Klong Toey Fort, in general the FLCT (and particu~
ar Thanong laovanich, one of the FICT leaders) is more active in trying
to divide the workers rather than sticking up and fighting for their rights,
For example the FLCT spoke in favour of ISCC, and azainst the NCDeB, yhen
it protested arainst General Serm Na Nakorn {(army commander in chief } who
had publicly accused labour unionists and leaders of being leftists.
Froblems Between Workers, Unions and Emplovers

- In July twe state enterprise labour wunions subnitted their
demand to. employers for better welfare,wvages and security, One of the two
labour unicns - the Union of the National Hows ing Organization - after
submitting. its demands, was tolid by the Labour Department officiale that
since the labour union committee was not registered with the Labour Derart-~
ment no action on the demands could be taken, In private factories, labour
-unions faced many difficulties, such as being accused of being a communist
organization,and workers threatenned not to Join the union, In addition,
the employers tried another tactie which involved setting up new iabour
unions which they controlled to compete with the 0ld one controlled by the
workers., o

R There were many ceses where labour unions an? warkers wers
treated unjustly,such as Thavin Canthavikok chairpan of a labour unicr who
after being dismissed because of his involvement in the union, appealed to
the Labour Relations Committee, The LRGC agreed unanimously that the employers
should reinstate Thavi But employers refused to do so., (Mabtichon 5.2~78)
hnother case was that, workers dismissod from a metal company cwned
by foreigners in Phuket because they joined a strike. (Matichon 5-8.73)
Another case, involved 115 workers in a glass factory "Weng Feng Long!" at
Yanawa Bangkok who were dismissed without any severance ray. On this matter
the statistics of the Labour Department indicate that over the rast 7 months
of this year abour 150 workers per month appealed about their severanca ray
and abow delays in payment or even lack of rayment of wages, (Arthit 16-8-73)
There were alsp statisilcs in the Department which indicate® that the death
and injuries/%g 88%§9E§s increasing, These can be summarised as follows:

In 1975 there were 237 deaths and 5,600 injuries, in 1976 323 deaths and

8,440 injuries, in 1977 360 death and 13,357 injuries whilst for the first

7 months of this year there were 96 deaths :and 44383 injuries, (Banskok

Post 12.8-78), Although there are lays to protect the workers and warn -

the employers (with 6 months imprisonment ang 20,000 haht or fine 1,C00 baht for
insufficient factory safety), the employers can avoid the law effectivels

. through using loopholes such as the slow administration of Lahour Departmant

" officials (any case tekes at teast 2 months and some as much as 6.12 months),

It 3 extrenely difficult to pet

the employers to pay for their disobedienve of the law, <pact from this

Labour Department officials have a tendency to side with ang comprotise with

the employers by persuading workers to withdraw the cases,

Buring this pericd other new issucs have surfaced which help
provide some hope for exploited workers, For ¢ xample stevadores in Klone Toey
_ harbour had protested against rreater mechanisation at the port, which they claimed
would put most of them ocut of work, In an area such as Klong Toey where there
is intense unemployment it seems reciculous to mechanise, In addition the

. hnti Slavery Society for Human Rights in fondon, had made a sovere nretest te
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the Thai Government about the exploitation of children by unscrupulous
factory owners; who kept children as young as 7 years old in slave like
conditions,

- In conclusion, given all the serious problems mentionned
above, and with the workers being divided into three councils employers
are not forced to obey the law, The government itself has not really
tried to actually solve the problems, since politictans @ tend t¢/ MHbur
problems as their game in their fight for thelr own personal benefits,
Given these two points the human rights of the workers cannot be easily
developed,8ignificant progress will only be made if t he workers {through
education, and examples) can be made fully aware of their real situation,
and unite to struggle together for more justice and less exploitation,

5. fbcademio Freedon

4L, Freedom of the Press : -

In the previous issue of "Human Rights In Thailand™ report
(May~June 1978) pare 46-47, e remarked that there were several jndications
showing that the Frime Minister Kriengsak's "honeymoon with the press was
over and the press were graduvally losing their limited freedom of EXpPressa
ion, During that entire period newspapers had been warned by the poverna
ment not to report on several issues that mipht 'endanzer the security of
the country', reporters were harassed by official and non-official persons,
and one newspaper was closed down for one day and another newspaper editor
had his license revoked,

Unfortunately, during the past two months or so (July-furust),
press freedom continues to be reduced, Three weekly magazines, namely.
hthit, Thai Nikorn and Loke Mai had their editors and publishers licenses
revoked on the same day {27-7-78) and one month later on 26-8-78 the editork
license of Daili News newspaper was similarly withdrawn, These orders
wore carried out under the provisions of NARC Decree 42 which empovers the
Press Officer to withdraw the license of the editor, publisher or proprictor
of any newspaper, This decres also disallows the injured person to bring

-an action in court arainst the order, Police Chief Gen, ltontchai Pankone-

chuen, in his capacity as Fress Officer cf Bengkek justified his order

against the three masazines hecause he said their reports could lead to

disorder in the country and disunity amongst the peaple; and particularly "
Athit marazine had "unclearly attacked the government and publishad re-

ports which could bYe interproted as supporting communism®, As a protest

that last issue of Athit mapezine in July had considerable portions blacked

out, 48 for the Daili News newspaper, it has continucusly attacked the

Police Bepartment in its week long article entitled "The Cursed Plan of

the Bad Devils" (meaning the police), wnich divuleed the defree end extent

of malpractices and corruption in the Folice Department.,

When questionned about the press officers acbions M, Kriengsak
told newsmen that he had no intention of closing down any newspaper, but
quickly added that he would not hesitate to do so "if the existence of any
newspaper is detrimental to national security®,

3esides the withdrawal of licenses, the goverament continued
to warn and threaten the press not to sensationalize news that it thought
might damare the country's stability and reputation, HNewspapers have been
warned not to report too much on news about the communist guerrilla attacks,

-about the starving peasants who robbed a train of rice, or to make = renera-

lized attacks on rovernment cfficials, or even to repert on stories of
tourists robbed and killed, ete, Neither druld the press, according to the
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Frime Minister, carry stories which "run counter” to the. government!s peliey,
A180, on 21.8~78 Pm. Kriengrsak "jokingly" warned the press that, irticle 27
could be imposed on newspapers and repcrbers who irnored his request that
the press should think of the country first befere publishing anything,

SR ‘In addition to these regpular governmental warnines, the more
profressive newspapers faced other types of harassments without any chance
of protection, On July 17, an editor of Sieng Tet Siam local newspaper,

Me, Boonchu Nusri, was shot dead by two assassins, and on September 2 nd
an editor of Chac Tai local hewspaper and vise-president of the Southern
Press- Ligsociation of Thailand, Mr, Suwat Boonthanom, was shot dead by 2
assassins infront of his office, In both cases, police suspected that the
reason for the assassinations was because their newspaper had disclosed the
corruptions and other mistreatments of some influencial people in their
grovinces,
. . Early in iugust, leaflets were sent by an extreme rightwing
organisation to many companies threatening them to stop advertising in
megazines “which sunpported and propagated communism", or elss the Meye for
an eye" policy would be practised against those companies, No leral action
action was taken azainst the organization sending out the leaflets.

It is our view that agsassinations,warnings, threats and the
withdrawal of license, increasingly violates the press's freedom, [ress
opinion even if it runs counter to the government's policy, does vrovide
government with alternative opinions and should not be taken as a danzer to
the security of the country. If the government's power to close down rapers
is not limited by laws or normal democratic freedoms, the press mn never feel
free to express the opinions of various population groups or report the truth
- without fearing punishrent, - -

: B It is not the duty of the press to automaticaily support either
side, in the growing conflict in Thai society, On the contrary, it is its
duty to expose and to Fight against all injustises and deceptions from which-
over side., If the press is forced to always attack the communists by the
government, and always to support the government, then the real function of
the press is destroyed; it becomes merely a praparanda tool of the government,
In the end this will have the effect of closing the.eyes and ears of the
people so that they are led blindly into a battlefield that they do not want
to enter,

' Consequently, it is the duty of a responsible government o
provide real security for the press so that it can carry out its duty of
giving the iruth to the people, who are eventually ultimately responsible
for the present and the future of their own country, and most of whom do
not want to be drawn into a fight against their brothers,

B. The Expending Strussle for Students! Rights !
The general situation in all universities and colleges
in all parts of the country is that as university authorities (supported
by the State University Bureau and the governmeni) try harder and harder

%o control students' movements and reduce their power, more and more
students are ready to stand up and struggle for the rights they believe
to be theirs. The placidity of the students that existed immediately
after October 6+th is rapidly disappearing, and there are increasing
number of meaningful protest in institutions of all types, from Technical
Colleges (Tak Technicel College)., through vocational schools (Protesting
~over illegally high fees), to universities. "Though the authorities

do not sit idly by as these activities take place and try to counter

them with police searches (Chiengmai University), censorship of political
- debates or political gathering %any non-academic organisation is always
- taken as a political movementi, censorship of musicel shows dealing
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with poverty end the country's problems, censorship of'books,posters,
leaflets etc; the spirit of the students is growing daily.’ . As an
example of the action of the authorities, the Thamnasat rector banned

a panel discussion ons: 'under the present sconomic conditicns, should
there be elections or not', organised by the Economic Affairs Association
on July 28th; the ban led to big and continuous protest in the univer-
gity. Arts students of Chulalongkorn University were called for .
investigation after they had held a musiec show on July 22nd. One engi~
neering student represen@ﬁ% Bhulalongkorn was temporarily suspended
for publishing a progressive book without permission, whilst a book
produced by Thammasat law students for lawyers day {August 7th) in
honour of the father of Thai law, had the part dealing with the October

6th incident ordered cut out by the university authorities.
~ In spite of all the repression, the students' struggle for

their basic rights and freedoms has continued bravely and tactfully.
Despite attempts at censorships, students are not disccuraged nor do
they give up trying to hold meaningful debates, exhibitions, musical
shows, poetry readings, nor do they stop printing books, student
journals and newspapers. The common igsue that spearheaded the siruggle
of students in many universities and colleges during the past 2-3
months has been the struggle for their "self-government" through student
unions that are not interfered with by the university authorities.
After the October 6th Coup in 1976, the Thanin government
banned all student unions and student organisations, which consequently . i
led to the banning of all student clubs and this stopping of all student
activities., Since the beginning of this year, there have been conti-
nuous and signifidant student protests from every university, dewanding
that they be allowed to control their own student unions. In order to
maintain its image and to show as few contradictions as poseible, the
Kriengsak government finally allowed students %o form student unions.
(but not student governments which are more democratic and more powerful
than student unions). Students can choose their representatives to run
_the student union, but only through indirect elections. #Also the unions
must be closely watched by the university authorities, ' This form of
students self-government has been objected to by students from almost
every university and college. On July 6th students representatives
from four universities in Bangkok iried to hold a debaie-on gtudent
Union and Students Self-government!! at Thammasat, but the debate was
banned by the university authorities. Protesting posters, leaflets
were produced and meetings took placse widely in many universities
and colleges both in Bangkok and upcountry. Pernaps the biggest and
longest lasting protest was the one at Thammasat University. The
protests started from small group discussions, which took place out door
(as auditoriums were not allowed %o be used for such purposes and
continued with debates and clutural shows satirizing the univeraity
authorities and urging greater freedom, thus then led to a march by
200 students o lay a protest wreath on the campus, which was followed
by a referendum in which 2,000 students wrced the government authorities
to hold open discussions over the matter with students, ond finally there was a
demonst?ation of about 1,000 students, However,inspite of all thewe protests, the
university authorities still insisted on keeping their own policy, and never even
created a chance for the students to have an open dialogue with them, Though the
crucial issues of student self government, and a reduction in censorship have domi-
nated the growing student movement over the past few menths, students have also
p?otested against other important issues such as inefficient professors (Srinakarin—
V}rot_University Students) inefficient and currupt administration efc. In conclu-
sion it can be seid that certainly, the students struggle for their rights and
freedom will continue; because it is becoming increasingly apparent that the

this struggle
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Part Three:- letivities of CGRS, and other Human Rishts Groucs

1. fietivities of CGRS, o= -

) During the past two months CGRS, has continucd to visit and help
T TpoliticsY detuinees;Ifsten to trials and provide an increasing amount of
legal assistance for many more catagories and a large number of political
prisoners, It has also continued to provide other assistance to prisoners
and-their families where needed.. Since the lon-Violent Training Seminar held
in May, CGRS, has gained more suppert and built up a stronger network amotigst
progressive relipious groups, In addition it is trying te create greater
understanding and dialogue‘betweegﬁggg various relicions inside the country

and has organized various religions ceremonies to draw attention to soeial
concerned, o

A, Visiting, Helnine Prisoners and their families
_ GGRS, continued to visit political prisoners in Bangkok at least
once a week at every prison in Bangkok, and on a less resular basis the
prisoners up-country, providing theprisoners with moral supporv, encourare-
ment and all necessary assisstance according to their demands and necds,
It elso provide suppert to the newly released prisoners with a minimum
assistance thaf would enable them to start a neu life and be able to stand
on thelr own lers., For example it has helped Mr, Julie Klomehit in sehting
hinself up as a shadow nuppet performer, 1In addition it prevides suprort
to the poor families of the prisoners, both on a regular basis and in res.
ponse to special and immediate needs,
. B. Listenine to Triels and Froviding Lepal hid
CGRS, keeps zathering informations of Lhe trial proceadinss of
about 21 groups of pelitical prisoners both in Bangkok and up~-country, If
also provides leral aid to 14 political prisoners and gives.financial support
for documents, travelling and lodgine expenses to the lawyers defending rnolidi-
cal cases. During the past two months, i1t has tried to bail out 5 peopla
from the Omnoi case who have been in jail for more than 2 years, but the
bail was refused by the court, In addition, it has also helpsdthe three
commnist prisoners sentenced to death in ledging a petition about the
impreger  advice and apsistance provided by their court appointed lawyer,
C. Other activities of CGRS
1. Dgecember 10th Campaipa L
CGRS is spearheading the preparation of activities in Thaildnd
to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the UN Universal declaration.on
Human Rights, with the following plans of activibies:-
1, Painting eompetition for children under 15 years old on any topic relating
to the Universal Declaration of Efman Rights, to he followed by an exhibition
on December 1Gth, e . _
2. Slogan Competition for people at all ageg, The slogans must promote some
aspect of the Universal Declaration of Human Rirhts, The winning sloran will
be publicised widely. : )
3. Froducing cards (for sale) to be sent to political prisoners in different
detention centers (with pictures from the winning paintings}, flso cards to
be distributed more widely,
4. Froduciny pamphlets about the 30th hniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rirhts, plans of campairns and actions of jeople in different countries,
to inform and encourar e people in Thailand in their own action,
5. Productins a Thai Declaration ca Human Rights with signatures from as rany
people as possible, to be released to Newspapers on December Gth,
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6. Holding and supporting cultural programs, music shows% theatre shows,
poetry readings, slide shows ete,, which promote Human Rights or disclose real
‘Human Rights situations in the country, Lot e
7. Cooperating with political prisoners and their relatives in preducing
10,000 paper flowers with Human Rights promoting slogans, to be distributed
widely shortly before December 10%h, Feople are encouraged to reproduce and
stick these. flowers.on December—30th as a sign that;they:support Human Rights,
Bouguets will- .also be given to the URO in Thailand, the Thai govern-
ment and the FPress,

CGRS, hopes to have as many people from as wide a range of groups
as possible takding part in this campaign and other activities that they might
mount themselves, In order to-spread = an understanding of the importanse
of the declaration to build upa good image of what it stands for inside the
country, CGRS. finds it very ossential that the Thai people are kept well
informed of all activities mounted to support this anniversary of the declara-
tion taking place or going to take place all over the world, CGRS. therefore
urges all readers to kindly send all informations of all the initiatives and
glans of activities that they are aware of in their country or in other coun-
tries to it as quickly as possible, so that all such activities can continucusly
be leaksd to the press or printed in CGRS, pamphlets, ‘\

2,- Buddhist Lent Activities -~ . ,

H On 19-7-78, the beginnihg of Buddhist Lent, CGRS, invited 6 monks
from Mahachula Buddhist University to preach and hold a debate on the rols
of Buddhism and Buddhist monks in solving the slum problems for the people at
Klongtoey slum in BanckoX, Tater, on 27.7-78 CGRS, in coordination with the
monks from that university gathered some dry food and other necessary commodities
from many temples in Bangkok end gdve these to 200 families in the Slum, This
was done because at the beginning of Buddhist Lent, or any other religious day
the monks receive so much food and obher cormodities from Buddhists that often
these things have to be thrown away, whilst at the same time there are a lot of
people starving, We therefore hoped that this activity would draw religlon
closer to the people and spread the idea of greater social concern ancogst
Buddhist clergy, '

3. Interdencrminations] Memorial ‘Geremony for Pope Paul 6th and Blessing
Ceremony for Pore John Paul 1st .
On September /4th, CGRS, organised a Buddhist memorial ceremony

to make merit for Fops Paul 6th and a blessing ceremony for Pope John Faul lst
at Mahathat Temple in Bangkck, About 100 buddhist monks and Catholiec priests,
including the Papal Nunciate in Thailand, and the rocretary of the Bishop's
Council of Thailand, were present at the ceremony, In addition priests repre-
senting the two relizions made speechos, In these speeches, both sides saw
the importance of a closer relationship between the two raligions, not only
in at¥ending each others religious ceremontes but also in working together for
greater spirituality and justice ih Thai Soctaty,
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4e Open letter to Iane Saravy

On 14th July, 1978 CGRS, wrote an open letter to Iang Saray,
the deputy Prime Minister of Kempuchea, who visited Trailand, expressing
great concern about the information received on the violation of Human :
Rights and basic religious freedems in that country, and.also asking for _
permission to visit' Kampuctiea to invéstipate reports of Human Rights '
violation - and religious presecution there, No reply has yet been received,

5. Follow-up of Mon-Violent Training Seminar

During the last session of the Non-Viclent Training Seminar
held in VMay this year organised by CGRS,, the participants of the seminer
agresd to many follow-up activities, At present a co~ordinating committes
as well as working groups for the follow up activities are carrying out the
following:- .. _. — . -

- & Non-Violent Training Seminar for rural workers upmcountry is being
prepared and is expected to take place in December this year, in the
northern province of Chiengmei, :

- 4 documentation has been established on temporary premises and a working
group has started to collect and systemalically file all the documents
on non-violence (theory, tactics, strucgles, ete) on rural development,
ete, and magazines or newsletter from obther religious, non~violent or
Human Rights groups inside and cutside the country, (The provision such
documents by our readers would be most highly appreciated), In additien,
this group has preduced 2 issues of a vewsletter aimed at the participants in
the previous training semdnar, working groups and other interestsd persons or
groups, :

- A study group on non-violent and religion has started meeting with Eroup
discussions taking place, Some members of this group have been taken to
visit prisoners in some prisons in Eangkok. ’ :

lie fctivities of Other Human Richts Groups

A, The Lawyers Group
‘ The group of courageous lauwyers prepared to defend political
cases of all types all over the country, because of their belief in Justice,
continue to expand their activities, In order to provide themselves with
greater security and protection the possibility of egtablishing a lepal
aid foundation, with a high level board is being investigated, This
foundation would have three main objectives i~
- To study and diseminate information on the rule of law,
- To promote the use of law to achieve a peaceful society,
- To provide legsl assistance to people who are in need of due judical
proceedures (particularly political prisoners), .
It will be obvicusly take some time to establish this foundation,
though preliminary steps have already been taken,
B, The Human Richts Research Group _ .
This group, under the chaifnanship of Dr, Saneh Chamarik, has obtained
& sizable grant from the Ford Foundaiion for its work, and thus is in the vrecess
of starting its activities, This group involving more than 30 intellectuals and
academics will carry out research on the following topies, and diseminate their
firdings ~:= Background (Political, legal and Juridical) -~ FR, of constmers

~ Human Rights and criminal justice -~ Sexual exploitation and
- Human rights and employees the dehumanisation of
- Peasants rights Thai women

- Communications, Rights and Responsibilities
C. Ad_Hoc Committee on 30th hAnniversary of the I Declaration af Yavrn Bights
In order to ensure the greatest possible participstion in activitics
relating to the 30th finniversary of the UN Dzelaration on HR., an ad-hocc conmitice
composed of intellectuals, journalists, workers. eivil aorramie oot ot
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Part Four: . Summary of The News E TP
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1. The General Political Situation :

: The confusing sndunstable situatlon of the last few months
has continued, and even intensified. over tho period covered by this. report.
(July-hugust 1978). It is of course quite normal that at this time of
year, with the military reshuffles and promotions coming up, that there is
uhcertainty in the air, but this year these uncertaintive are even more
than usual, General Kriengsak Chamanan is retirine from his position of
Supreme Commander, whilst one of his arch oponents Deputy brmy .Commander
in Chief, General Yos Thephasdin is aleo retiring aleng with fifty five .
other generals, .

. Given the fact that Prime Minister Krienpsak has no really
active supporters in the armed forces, and manages bo stay in power largely
by keeping his enemies divided, and by creating a positive internal and
external public relations image for himself; the forthooming reshuffle is
crucial, If he tries to promote too many of his potential supporters he
will provide his enemies with just the type of issue they need to overthrow
him, but if he does not promote enough of his friends they will reallse that
there is little to be rained from supporting him, :
' In order to strengthien his own hand in the military reshuffle
the PM, partially reorganisec the cabinet on 12-8-78, moving himeelf to
ve Defence Minister and baving the previous Defence Minister, General Lek
Naewmalee take his position of Interior Minister. In addifion in an
attempt to weaken idmiral Sangad Chulor-yoo's position he made fAdmiral
imon Sirikaya (Commander in Chief of the Mavy) a Deputy Defence Minister
and General Yos Tephasdin another Deputy Defence Minister, in an attempt
to "domesticate" him,

The battle for dominance in the military is taking place at .
many different levels however. Ong of the most significant is the struggle
over the structure of the nev constitution, The Prime Minister, who believes
he can get a great deal of support from civilian parties after electlons,
particularly if he is elected himself, is pushing for a bicameral leglslature,
with the lower house fully elected, Other military groups {including those
of Prapass, Sangad, and Yos), would like to have only one Chamber which
can be dominated by appointed members (half the total), who either the

chairmsn of the Naticnal Policy Council (i.dmiral Sangad) or some other

leader could appoint, 04t present it seems that Kriengsak will win his
battles in the military reshuffles, but loose them in the constitutional
redrafting, Though the P, to a large extent managed to dominate the

_ first draft of the constitution, he does not seem in control of the

revisions being made by the assembly,

Given all the various fights that are taking place between
the different military cliques, no one has much faith in the present or
future political stability of the country, For example on 7-7-78 General
Yos Thephasdin did not rule cut the possibility of the military "tearing
up the constitution", On the same day Deputy PMs« Boonchai Bamrunapong
announced that the military would not have any more coups, but followed
this up by saying a few days later, about the question of the Thannom—
Prapass properties, that "if the next government fails to have the matter
wrapped up, it may not be able to survive because this pgroup of people
wants chances,,.chanres which would bring about a povernment, that would
help them in this rerard", General Boonchai's candidness about the
tremendous significance of vested interests in the governnent of the
country is interesting, particularly as it is widely ¢laimed that PM, .
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Kriengsak's greatest problem at the moment, is his diffieulty in trying to
reduce the vested interests of various military cliques, '

£fter the cabinet reshuffle, given the iminence of the military
promotions, the -pressures from various vested interests became so strone
(particularly over the question of setting up new commercial bhanks) that the
Prime Minister found it necessary to state publicly on 23-8.7% that thers
would be no coups, Lt the same time he had to take further prebentative_

! action stop the 2,8 million village scouts from being used in any coup attempts,
‘and thus the cabinet neeting of the 23-8.78 brought the village scouts more
directly under the Ministry of Interior,

: Perhaps one of the Prime Minister's greatest enemies is beconing
Admirel Sancad Chalor Yoo, chairman of the National Podicy Council,
. Relationships between him ang the FM, have been strained ever since Kriengsak
took over the ascendent position after the Qct, 20th, 1977 coup, and reached
a point of no return before Sangad went to Europe in Lpril 1978, These

relations were made even worse by Kriengsaks refusal to allow the establish-
ment of a new bank that Sangad ¥as involved in, and reached a new low point
when the '"wolvo" scandle involving the younger brother of Sangad - Maj, Genersd
Thanom Chalor-yoo broke, This scandle involving a Volve car illegally smuggled
in from Malaysia dominated the papers throughout the seeond half of July, and
led from Sangad's brother to Kittivudho, the CIA monk, who had in the past
claimed it was not a sin to kKl communists, helped supply arms to the free
Khemer forces, and who 1is generally considercd to be the most right wing of
all Jeading monks, (this scandle with threats, insults, etc developed in a
most unbuddhistic way). - :

o Towards the end of hugust PM. Kriengsak seemed to be coming
increasingly in favour of elections, and a meaningful legislature, This
was mainly because he saw this is the only way of developing his own poewer
base, and thus gaining the strength he needs to overcome the vested interests
of his political oponents, At the same time however Sangad was coming out
inereasingly against clections claiming that he would be "a bloody feel to
run in the elections™, '

This period, July hugust, has made the main rower axis in the
military become increasingly clear; with on gne side, Yos, Prapass and Sangad
and their cliques coming closer together: on the other sicde Kriengsak, FPrem,
and variéu3‘semi-military politicians; with Serm and Thannon helping keep
the balance between the two main groups,

- In Thai politics of course anything can happen, and many thines
. do, For example on 9th July there was an attempt to blow up the powerful
commandef of the first army, Lt, General himnart Damrikarn {the first arpy
commnder is the next significant person in any coup attempt), On the 22nd
- of Lugust there vas an attempt to discredit the speaker of the national
assembly, fir Chief Marshal Harin {who had publicly opposed Krlengsaks
attempts to retnrn Prapassis properties), by arresting his brother, and
accuring him of drunkenness and resisting arrest,
In addition various groups have continued to try to attaelk
FM. Kriengsak vhere he is weekest, by making it appear that he cannot keep
orddr in the country. There have for example been larse numbers of protests
at government house including workers on 14~7-78, three groups on one fJay on
9-8.78, steredores on 11-8-78 eto cbe, In addition the BPE commander clainmed
that virtually no students had accepted the FM!'s amnesty offer, ancd reports
were circulated that communist insurgency was inereasing rapidly, Ales the
normal attempts to embarass the PM, by contiming to provoke Thai-Kampuchea
border incidents, despite the visit of Tang Saray, carried on, -
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In conclusion it can be seen that the P, continues to hold
on to and perhaps cven strengthen his position, ‘despite various set backs,
This is largely because he still is able to maintain a relatively favourable
press imace for himself, thus making it impossible for his oponents to
find a sufficient.issue to combine together to overthrow him, He has proved
hims=lf over and over again %to be an astiite politician {most recently with his
secret cabinet reshuffle, and his open support for "democratic" forces),
Perhaps however his cleverness is not enough to overcome the complicated
jungles of vested interests, so that he can actually start to do something
about solving the problems of the country, instead of merely talking about
these problems. .

2. Arms and the balitarv Budeet - ’
- h record 19.3% of the 1978/79 budget of 92,000 million baht
has been allocated for national defence, In addition, according to the
HNation Review" there has been a "massive increase in secret,fund allocations”
by about 75%. The United State has also allccated a large mil1tary dredit,
The scramble for military nurchases is thus now on in earnest, with the fat
commissions (or bribes?) such purchases normally involve, ﬂlready there has
been a scandle over the price paid for British Scorpion armoured cars, and
this will no.doublt be followed by many more similar incidents, as increasingly
inappropriate and destructive weapons are bought, weapons such as radar
equipped howitzers that can be fired at night, as advocated by General Yos
Thephasadin on his return from his recent European arms buylnﬁ tour.

PM, Kriengsak also reported with some pride that GEEAN countries
will soon bYe starting an arms trade amongst each other (23-8-78) as such
trade ie "commercial 2nd not military”

The trenc for increasins militarisation of Thailand, is one
that should be resisted, If savage arms are available, it is llkely that
they will eventually be used by Thais ayainst Thais, The trade in arms is
not a normal trade, but is a commerce of death, and should not be encouraged i
be anyone,

3. MNew Anti Comrunist Guerrilla’ Strategles
Despite the fact that it is claimed that between Jamuary and ;
Jure 204 communists were killed, 57 guerrillas capbured, and 267 surrendered, '
the Mationdl Security Council, and regional military commanders are fortunately
becoming inereasingly convinced that past cormunist supression strategies
should be changec, Progressive forces in the military realise that past
supression activities are not leading to any reduction in the number of active
guerrillas (estimated by government at between 10,000 and 15,000) and are
probably leading to an expansion of the area of influence of the communists,
Thus on the 2-7-78 the ccmmander of the 4th firmy region (Genersl Pin) decided
to drop large scale supression activities (which tended to alienate villa~ers)
and rely increasingly on small mobile counter guerrilla groups, On the 4th
hugust the National Security Council,decided to amend the anti-commumnist act,
and completely revise ths toverrments anti insurgency plans,
On the same day General Prem Tinsulanond made an extremely
significant speech in which he said amongst other things that "bloodshed
is no cure for communist insurgency ..., the real battle against communism is
beinr carried oul by those who believe in peaceful metheds®h,
later the same week (10-8-78) General Frem announces® that the
desifnationyof cormunist infiltrated zones in 38 provinces" would soon be lifted,
It is still a question whether the 1lifting of this designation will provide ;
the people livin: in these provinces with more basic rights than they have
at the moment?
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We can only hope (though we are somewhat sceptical) that.

there really will be a new plan developed to deal in a more humanistic
way with "eommunist infested" areas, General Prem himself said last
November that "Communists are also patriots, if a dialecrue can be established
a lot of lives can be saved", Vhether the new plan will involve & dialogue,
or the use of the new sorhisticated weapong neiny purchases still ‘remains
to be seen., Though we hope it will involve the former, the huge military bugw.
get suggests the latter, ' S e

. We are convinced that the future of the country iill not
come through violence or "supression" activities, since violence only tends
to produce greater violence and hate.A happy future for the country can only
be assured if problems, of exploitation, corruption, npress on, misuse of
power and inequalit can be solved, and solved in a peaceful non-violent way,

PN Reporﬁs from the Region
The North

dn ISCC public relations officer stated that the communist
guerrillas movements and attacks in the Northern rerion were increasing,
He estimated that there wers about 3,000 guerrillas working in the whole
reglion, ({(Matichon 14-7-78)

: The regional ISCG (3rd region) has organized an armed hill-
tribe company (600 persons), with 300 persons in Chiengrai province, 200
persons in Nan province and another 200 in the overlapping areas of 3
northern province, (Siam Rat 14~7-9¢)

_ Puring the past two months there were as usual many ruerrilla’

attacks on strategic road construction units such as on the road between
Mae Sod and Um-pang in Tak province where there have been 22 attacks.
There have been 33 attacks on the road between Kao Kaw - Na~nzeag - Sadaopong
in Petchaboon province. A4t Klowrlan Sub-district of Kampaengpet, 5 tractors
have been burnt  (Nation 26-7-72) and another 13 ttactors and lorries wers
ournt at Nan province, (Thai Rat 31-7-72)

A village-headman in Chiengmai province was shot dead by the
gierrillas for being a spy of the povernment, (Pandin Thai 8-7-78)

Perhaps the news in the north that created the greatest
stnsation was the escape of a leading communist muerrilla arrested in
Chiengmai province, The 2 policemen who.were guarding him from the
hospital back to the police station were shot dead and the cuerrilla
manaped to escape,

. The South =~
The Deputy Commander of Fourth Lrmy stated that Thailand
and Malaysia will continue their joint military operation against com-
munist guerrillas alons the border, The Thai~Malaysian joint-operation
"alamat-Sawatdes® started in March this year (after the Joint operations
"Dao Yai ~Mushah I, II" and "Cahayabena!) is still in force, and is connected
with "Kittitep 2" which covers the areas of Natawee and Sabay i Districts
in Songkla province, :
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The government forces also adopted vhe guerrills hit-ends
cun tactics to combat the communist forces in the South, énd instesd
of deploying massive forces in offensive opera tions, swall urits wers
posted at strategic locabions. These tactles nave been proved to bo
&f;ﬁctiVe in Beiong disirict of [ala provinees, nuan"%ox Post 3-7-78)

20 far some aspects of a link-up betwean the Cpmmauikt
Party of Thailand (CET) ‘and the Comnuniat Farty of Malaya {CI}M) ha:
been confirzed, The CFl4, menters nad %aught technical details on subm
jescts such as how to make booby traps to the Thai communists whilsh

a supply of weapons was p“cv1ée‘ in return by the Thal ccunterzarus,

However, the connccti>n hetween the two puriiss wan daceribed’as belpg
ocnly “on e small gdale®™ Since the two hold Aiffserens ideologiss., - "

{nation 19-8-78)

In Betong district of Yala provia y, & curfew had long
been imposed in many villagea; Tinally in mid July peoplke in five
viliages in the district wore allewed 2 come out of their heuses to
tap the rubber trees ab night time bub had Lo ask for special permiss-
ton and may only take with them enough food Inr one cerson for one
meal, (Chac Tai 16.8-78}

Ehe North-Fash

7 An ISCC public relations officer stated that ccrmmmndat
guerr114a movenents and attacks in the north-eas te?n region wers
reducing, {tatichon 14- 7-78) However, the BFF Commissicner shbated that
commiaist insnrgents in tns North—Fa:t kwﬂ stapped up their activivies,
especially in the Scutharn portlon Iroin Lbenra Jhonani dowm So Trad
province oordaring Cambodia. kLangkok Tost  10-3-72)

Ir. cariy bugust a considerabls amount of GrT leallets
were sent by post to many government offices, banks, hotels and eom-

panies, ito.comuemorate huzust Tth (the day when the CPT firet use fire.

arms in their struggle). (Matichon 10-£-7%)

Thers wers significant attacks in variosus districte of
Ubonrajthani, Makornpanom, Srisaket, Udsrn, Nonghkai, Xalosil, durirar
and MNakornrajsrima,

One cf the most senqa+1n1al news of these attacks was
on Septembei 1ot, when the guerrillas in Pusang mountein in Nameom
district, Udorm ahot at a group of 5 helicophers flying cver ihe are=,
ard in onc of these helicopters was the Crown Prince of Thalland who
was baking part in military studies, (Thai Pat 1-9.72] .
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