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DOI SUTHEP CAIIPAIGN: About 100 people and
Fudanist monks rallied outside the old
provincial hall in Muang District of Chiang
Mai on May 24 to protest agaimst the plan
to run cable cars up Doi Suthep.
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The protesters said the construction
would endanger the enviromment.of .the sym-
bolic mountain in Chiang Mai and would rock
the morale of the northern people}who res-
pect and have faith in Doi Suthep Temple,

located on the mountain,

A group of local investors and a
Japanese firm plan- to invest about 150
million baht to build the cable car tracks
to the top of Doi Suthep

They said the system would attract
tourists to this northerm resort city and
significantly reduce accidents on the road
leading to themountain top.

However, Minister of the Prime
Minister's Office Banyat Bantadtan
said on July 1, 1986 that the contro-
versial cable car plan on Doi Suthep
in Chiang Mai would be scrapped 1if
the majority of the people in the
northern province are against it.

Banyat, who is in charge of tourism,
said the authorities had already ordered
the plan to be put off following a strong
opposition to it by the local people.

Chiang Mai Governor Chalya Poon-
sirivongse also said on the same day that
he would ask all povernment agencies con-—
cerned to consider suspending the cable
car project for the sake of peace and
unity in the province.

He sald there had been both opposi-
tion and support to the project and it
was unlikely far a consensus to be reached.

Speaking to reporters after a meeting
wirh members of the board of directors of
the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TATY,
Banyat said the authorities would sound
out the opinions of the people on the con-

Eroversy.

VISAKHA BUCHA DAY: HRH Princess Maha

Chakri Sirindhorn leads the .candle
procession at Buddha Monthon religious
centre in Nakhon Pathom to mark Visakha
Bucha Day on May 22.
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"If the local people are apainst it,
the plan would be scrapped,"” he said.

He also allayed fears that the opposi-
tion to the cable car project may explode
into violence as did the controversy over
the tantalum plant in Phuket,

He said while all the people in Phgket
ware opposed to the tantalum plant, there
is a mixture of feelings in Chiang Mai about
the cabhle car plan.

Senior Buddhist monks and groups of
environmentalists have voiced opposition
to the cable car plan on grounds that it
would ruwin the environments of the popular
tourist spot, They said it would also
be an "insult" to the much revered Wat
Dzi Suthep which is located on the hill,

W,
st .y
A8 I ML
.":’N{-“"'QK;: 3

ﬂ;ﬁ Ve u:‘aa ’

Above, Buddhist monks splash lustral
water on the procession of banner-carrying

protesters,

MAMOTH MERIT-YAKING MEET: A wealthy farm-

Tand owner held a merit-making ceremony on
May 6 inviting 15,000 Buddhist monks and
novices to the ceremony at his residence in
Bangkhen,

Swrat Narksomboon, 47, was quoted as
saying that he spent four million baht on
food and donations to the monks,

Several ambulances and mobile toilets
were arranged at Suwat's residence on Pra-
chachuen Road especially for the occasions,

Suwat owns a huge farm and an

agricultural commodities firm.

More than 800 buses were used to
shuttle the monks and novices to Suwat's

residence,

Above, monks arrive at Suwat's residence,

QUEUES TO HANDOUTS

About 5,000 people on September 2
queued for hours at the office of the
Poh Teck Tung Foundation on Plabplachai
Road teo receive handouts,
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The foundation said it gave ocut
4,300 bags of rice and 100,000 sets of
basic necessities worth about 3.8 mil-
lion baht. .

The event, known as ''Teh Krachard"
is a tradition which has been in practice
for 1,000 years., It is considered to be
a blessing for the dead,

The ceremony on September 2 was con-
ducted in an orderly manuner ‘because the
people were asked to queue up for their
turns, A similar event a few years ago
ended in tragedy when several people were
killed and injured in a stampede,

Photo shows the long queues in front

of the foundation's office,
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POH TECK TUNG IN ANNUAL TOMB CLEANING

Chinese charity foundation Poh Teck
Tung on July 18 dug up nearly 3,000 corpses
of destitute persons during the annual tomb
cleansing at Wat Don in Yannawa District,

The bodies, most of them accident
victims, will be cleaned by foundation
officials and gathered for a mass crema-
tion to be held later this year.

Sa-nguan Suwan-wattana, the foundation
manager, said the foundation has put up an
announcement for relatives to claim the
bodies for one month, but that only 30 corp-
ses were claimed,

The corpses have been huried in the
Chinese Wat Don cemetery between 1983 to
1985, About 150 unclajmed bodies are ga-
thered daily by the foundation's relief
workers from various accident sites and
hospitals and buried at the grave, he said,

Chinese bebieve that the cleansing
of the dead's skeletons and the cremation
is a means to deliver the souls of the
perished for rebirth,

Sa-nguan also said that the tomb
cleansing ceremony is held every three
years, adding that more than 13,000 bodies
of destitute persons are awaiting crema-
tion,

Photos show Poh Teck Tung workers working
in Wat Don during tomb cleansing ceremony
while a woman brushes a skull,

MONKS CRITICIZE ABBOT
- R

Nearly 100 monks and novices staged
a rally in a temple of Thonburi on
August 23, 1986 to demand the removal of
what they called a "dictatorial-minded"
abbot,

The protesting Buddhist monks of Wat
Saikai in Tambon Bangyirue also threatened
to hold a hunger strike unless their de-
mand for the replacement of Abbot Phra
AMaha Pipat Wattano was met,
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The protesters, who staged a sit-in
in a makeshift tent in front of the mo-
nastery, accused the abbot of ruling the
temple in a '"dictatorial manner" by re-
fusing to consider any suggestions by or
opinions @f junior monks., The abbot, they
claimed, also frequently criticized other
monks with rude words and beat them for
trival offences. /

The dispruntled monks on August 23
submitted a complaint to the ecclesiasti-
cal commune chief and ecclesiastical pro-
vincial povernor demanding the removal of
Phra Maha Pipat Wattano.

Above, the protesters are seen dis-

playing a banner gseeking the removal of
the controversial abbot.

VILLAGERS SEEK QUSTER OF 'MISBEHAVED' ABBOT
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The villagers said they had lost faith
in the abbot and had for years refused to
give him alms, Some of the villagers
claimed that the abbot had been drinking
and sometimes even tock women into his
living quarters.

A group of senior monks were on the
same day invited to meet the villagers
and promised to consider thelr demand to
have the abbot removed. The senior monks
asked for 30 days to process the matter,
The villagers later reluctantly dispersed.

Villagers living near the temple com-
plained that they never conduct any reli-
glous rites at the temple because they
had not faith in the monks there,

POPE PRATISES THATLAND

Samut Prakan - Villagers of Phra Pra-
daeng District believe they have had
enough with the abbot of a Buddhist temple
whom they accused of having seriously
violated the Buddhist disciplines,

They first lodged a complaint with
local authorities. When that did not
work, they began an alms boycott, forcing
the abbot to beg for alms in another vil-
lage,

And on September 28, about 400 vil-
lagers of Moo 4 Village in Tambon Bang-
krachao staged a rally at Wat Rajrangsan
to demand the removal of its abbot, Phra
Athikarn-sangkom Punyakamo.

Vatican City - Pope John Paul on June 3
praised Thailand's help to victims of

the Indochina conflict but said the Asian
country should not be left to shoulder

the problem of Indochinese refugees alone.

The Pontiff, who visited a refugee
camp duriang his 1984 trip to Thailand,
stressed the church's view that all dis-
placed persons had the right to return
to their countries of origin.

He was speaking at a ceremony to
present a Vatican Peace Prize worth
$150,000 to the Catholic Office for Emer-
gency Relief and Refugees, an organiza-
tion set up by Thai Catholic bishops in
1975,

The Pope said Thailand had set a
shining example of solidarity towards
pecople in distress by throwing open its
frontiers to the victims of conflict in
Indochina.

"On this solemn occasion I want to
say that Thai people must not be left
alone in bearing the heavy burden of
responsibility and assistance in that
region of the world," he added,

The Pontiff, recalling that the in-
fant Jesus was forced to flee his native
land because of persecution, urged greater




generosity by the international community
towards the world's refugees.

He said governments must work toge—
ther to offer chances of resettlement,
"only political sclidarity on a huge scale
can produce a satisfactory solution to
this serious and longstanding problem,”
he said. — Reuter : ’
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SUCHART SAYS HIS RELIGIOUS CENTRE
STILL IN OPERATION

Founder ¢f the conroversial Hoopha
Sawan cult Suchart Kosolkittiwongse, who
surrendered to police on June 27, 1986
after 5 years in hiding., He was imme-
diately released on bail,

A senior police official said that
Suchart had made a pre-condition that
he be granted bail if he gave himself

up.

Pol Lt Gen Narong Allpart, assistant
police director peneral, told reporters
that he arranged for Suchart's surrender
at his office at the Police Department,

Suchart, the self-proclaimed ‘prince, speaks
to reporters during a press conference

at the Hyatt Central Plaza Hotel on

July 7, 1986,

The 43-year old cult leader, who
disappeared in late 1981 shortly before
a warrant for his arrest was igsued, was
prepared to prove his innccence in court;
according to his close follower, Dr Kium
Vatcharobon.

Pol Lt Gen Narong said Suchart 1is
facing sic counts of .charges that inelude
eollaboration with others to author an
illegally published book in which he pre-
dicted the doomsday for Thailand. He is
alse accused of trespassing on state
property and illegal possession of fire-
arms.,

Police in early 1982 uncovered an
assortment of high-powvered firearms in a
pond in front of the religious centre which
was allegedly located on a plece of land
proclaimed as a protected historical site
by the government.

The religious centre, which reportedly
attracted large numbers of followers, be-
ceme a big controversy after its critics
had accused it of engaging in scandalous
activities that violated national security.
Many of its followers included senior go-
vernment and military officials,

The cult, which then had several
branches throughout the country, continued
to operate after Suchart's disappearance.

Suchart, who also claimed to be "World
Peace Envoy", is said to have been in hiding
at homes of some influential people in Thai-
land.

At the press conference held at
the Hyatt Central Plaza Hotel on July 7,
Suchart told the Press that he stayed
with his fellowers in Thailand during
his. five-year disappearance.

He said he had disappeared for a
long time because he did not want to be -
the cause of trouble in the country.
"Bagides, my omen was not SO good during
the past four years,” he added half-
jokingly.

He also denied the charge that the
cult received financial aid from overseas,
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“All the momey we have came from followers,

he said.

The former medium, whose activities

.in the semi-religious centre were alleged

to be harmful to national security, said
the first thing he would do is to clear
himself, adding that he will resume his
work after being proven immocent. ''Hoopha
Sawan is 'still open. It was our two foun-
dations (Sasana Samphan and She-na-puto

foundations) that were dissolved,'" he added.

However, he said the cult has filed
charges against many persons who he said
illegally revoked the licences of the two
foundations, including former Ratchaburi
governor Pathom Suttivatnarueput and former

education minister Dr Kasem Sirisamphan, who

was then Chaiman of the National Cultural
Council.

Speaking with a Chinesé accent, Su~
chart, who was appointed World Peace Envoy
by the so-called World Constitution and
Parliament Association, said he still plans
to host what he called a "World Peace Con-
ference" in Thailand.

"How could we deter the World War ITII
when the superpowers are 'shouting' at one
another at different places and different
times? What we should do is dinviting them
to talk it out at our Heoopha Sawan centre,
where they will learn how to refrain from
greed,” he said,

Suchart claimed he had sent letters
inviting world leaders from almost 50 coun-
tries to join the World Peace Conference
before a warrant was issued for his arrest
in early 1982,

He sald he would ask the govermment if
he could host the conference in the future,

His Hoopha Sawan cult was alleged to
have received funds from the Soviet Union.
There was also an allegation that the cult
was an arms~training centre after an assort-
ment of firearms were found there.
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ISLAM TEACHING ENCOURAGED
IN SOUTHERNMOST PROVINCES

The House Committee on Education
supports the teaching of Islam in govern-
ment schools in the five southernmost
provineces, its spokesman said on April
16, 1986.

Spokesman Thongchart Rattanavicha
{(Democrat-Nakhon $1 Thammarat) said the
House Committee sonsiders the teaching
to be beneficial to national security,

Thongechart said the government should
also introduce more incentives for tea-
chers of the subject, such as higher pay-
ments,

He said the Committee agrees that
the teaching of Islam should be extended
to cover all the over 1,000 schools in the
five provinces.

MUSLIM SEPARATISTS FORM NEW MOVEMENT

Muslim separatists, having lost faith
in two major secessionist movements, have
established a new movement to struggle
against the Thai Government, 4th Army Re-
gion Commander 1t Gen Wanchai Chitchamnong
quoted an intelligence report as saying on
April 10, 1986

But Wanchai said that apart from the
intelligence report, the Thai authorities
had not yet detected any activities of the
movement at all.

The southern separatists called them-
selves Mujahideen, he said,

The new movement has reportedly emer-
ged because the Pattani United Liberation
Orgagnization {PULO) and the BRN movement
failed to male progress in their efforts
to establish a new state in the souther-
most previnces which are densely populated
by Thai Muslim people, according to Wanchai.

e said that members of the new move-
ment reportedly carried military ranks and
had military positions.




"We are closely monitoring develop-
ments that may be related to the report,”
the regional army commander told reporters.

Referring to reports about Libya-
trained Thai terrorists in the South, Wan-
chai said that these people were actually
not terrorists. '"They have been forced by
circumstances or tricked into applying for
membership of an illegal movement when
they were in Mecca and Libya on religious
pilgrimage,' he said.

He added that about 400-500 such
Muslim pilgrims had reported to the autho-
rities over the forced membership. Such
people probably totalled more than 1,000
and the military had the list of their
names, he said.

But Wanchai said that these people
had done no harm to the national security.

REPUTED LINK WITH MUSLIM REBELS DENIED

A representative of the Palestine
Liberation Organization on April 30 denied
news reportsg that the PLO has been sup-
porting Muslim terrorists in the southern
part of Thailand.

The denial was made by chief of the
PLO Political Department, Farouk Kaddoumi,
who was leading a five-member Palestinian
delegation on a visit to Thailand as guests
of the Foreign Ministry.

Kaddoumi, whose positicn is equivalent
to a foreign minister, dismissed as ground-
less allegations that the Palestinians have
provided aid and training courses to sepa-
ratists and guerrillas operating in the
Muslim—dominated southern provinces.

Tsrael defence forces, which invaded
soutrhern Lebanon in 1982, had come across
evidence including passports, suggesting
that Thai Muslims were ameng the interna-
tional terrorist groups that received mili-
tary training from the PLO.

8

The Palestinian said during an inter-
view that the -PLO praised Thailand for its
vote for a United Nations Security Council
resolution that weould have condemned the
US attack against Libya, He described Wa-
shington as an "obstacle” to world peace.

“Phe US military action against Libya
has been strongly denounced by all peace-
loving countries, including the PLO, because
the American action is agalinst the UN Char-
ter," he said,

Kaddoumi conferred with Deputy Foreign
Minister Arun Paniipong and other senior
Foreign Ministry officials during the visit
on the situation in the Middle East as well
as ways to forge closer relations between
Thailand and the organizatiomn.

When asked if he had raised the issue
of setting up a PLO information office in
Thailand during the meeting, he said the
PLO had earlier submitted the proposal to
Thatland and would leave the issue for the
Thai side to consider. "But what we really
want is the development of mutual relations,"”

he said,
Uo"oo-fz F fyo e

KADHAFY EMISSARY ON 4-DAY VISIT

A speical envoy of Libyan leader
Mohammad Kadhafy were in Thailand on
an publictsed four-day visit, informed
sources said,.

The sources said.that Dr Ahmad
Muhammad Al-Sharif and his three-man
delegation arrived in Bangkok on Triday
May 16 to meet with foreipgn ministry
officials,

pr Ahmad was on a Southeast Asia
tour to muster support for Libya against
the American air raids.

During hsi visit to Malaysia, he
tashed out at the Western media which
he said gave a distorted view of the US

air attacks on Libya.
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The sources said that the specical
envoy sought Thailand's support for the
proposed plan of holding world conferences
to discuss such military action.

Thailand voted apainst the US attion
in the United Natioms Security Council of
which Thailand is a non-permanent member,

An ASEAN diplomatic source said that
Dr Ahmad wished to convey the message of
Kadhafy to the Thai leaders and his appre-
ciation of Thailand's support for Libya
over the American bombings in April.

The source sald Foreign Minstvy of-

‘ficials were reluctant to say anything

related to the visit,

LIBYA DENIES AIDING SOUTHERN SEPARATISTS

Later on May 19, the Libyan envoy
told the Press that Libya has never sup-
ported or trained Muslim armed separatiest
in southern Thailland,

Dr Ahmad Muhammad Al-Sharif denied
that Libya played a major role im providing
funds and training for the several Muslim
separatist movements in the southern pro-
vinces of Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat, Satun
and Songkhla, during a press conference at
Hotel Siam Inter-Continental,

He said the Thai Govermment understands
that Libya does neot support them,

e believe a good Muslim is also a
good eitizen of his country,” he said,

Dr Al-Sharif also said that he was
"satisfied" and "happy" with the way the
Thai Govermment treats the local Muslim
community,

The Libyan envoy officially met Deputy
Foreign Minister Arun Panupong on May 19
to discuss a wide range of topics which
include bilateral ties, international and
regional issues and the conflict in Kam-
puchea,

Spokesman for the Foreign Ministry
Sawanit Kongsiri said Arun briefed the

Libyan envoy on the Thai Govermment's
policy toward Muslims in Thailand,

Sawavit said there are about three
million Musiims in Thailand and they have

been enjoying privileges granted by the
Thai Govermment.

Sawanit said the government grants
the Muslims special quotas for seats in
university and allows the use of Islamic
laws in dealing with Muslim problems,

On Kampuchea, Al-Sharif told Arun
that he will eonvey the "comprehensive
information' ‘on the conflict and its solu-
tion proposed by Thailand and ASEAN to
the Libyan Government for consideration.

The Libyan envoy described Thailand
as a peaceful nom-aligned nation,

Libya has voted against all resolu-
tions proposed by Thailand and ASEAN on
the Kampuchean conflict in the United
Nations,




Al-Sharif also expressed apprecia-
tion for Thailand's vote in favour of a
resolution in the UN Secuxrdty Council that
would have condemned the US for its air
attacks on Libya. :

The Forelgn Ministry spokesman said
Thailand's vote was based on the UN Char-
ter which deplores the use of force in sol-
ving international problems.

The Libyan also told Arun during the
talks that Libya is ready to import more
products from Thailand, according to Sawa-
nit.

Al-Sharif also praised the estimated
30,000 Thai workers in Libya for their
dedication and hard work. He said that
there are more opportunities for Thal wor-
kers to work there because foreign companies
which have won new contracts are very fond
of workers from Southeast Asia, particular-
1y Thailand.

He expressed hope that within one year,
Libya will be able to set up a "People's
Bureau'" or embassy here, The Thai Govern-
ment has been reluctant to grant permission
due to the alleged connection between Libya
and local separatist movements.

Thailand, Sawanit said, also urged
Tripoli to provide financial assistance
at the government—to-govermment level in

GOVERNMENT TO LIMIT NRBER OF
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES.

The government is trying to
1imit the number of foreipn missionaries

‘The government is trylng to limit
the number of foreign missionaries in
the country and will allow only "Ne-
cessary" groups to stay, Deputy Educa-
tion Minister Samphan Thongsamak said
in May.

Samphan said the Religious Affairs
Department hopes to bring down thedir
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number by ten per cent yearly by not
extending their non-immigrant visas.

The govermnment began taking steps
in that direction last year aud the mea-
sures will stay in force until only "ne-
cessary" members of each group are left.
he said.

The ministry had to limit the mis-
sionaries since the number of forelgners
who come here on religious missions is
increasing, said Samphan, adding that
the department's officials would not be
able to thoroughly monitor their activi-
ties 1if their number keeps on growing.

He said Thai authorities have comn-
sulted with heads of major fereign orga-
nizations whose religious establishments
are recognized by the department and there
was agreement that their numbers should
be restricted. ’

The department asked heads of these
prineipal organizatlons to consider whether
sects that break away from thelir parent
groups should be allowed to preach here.

Apart from Buddhism, there are four
other religions which are recognized by
the government: Islam, Hinduism, Chris-
tianity and Sikhism.

According to Samphan, there arve nine
organizations of the four religions which
the government recognizes as principal
bodies: The Buddhist Association of Thai-
land, Central Islamic Committee of Thailand,
Catholic Association of Thailand, the Church
of Christ in Thailand, The Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Thailand, Deva Stan Bothprahm
(of Hindu mission), Hindu Samg, Hindu Dharma
Sabha, and $iri Guru Singh Sabha belonging
to the Sikhs,

The department also acknowledges four
othet establishments as special religious
tnstitutions: Office of Chula Rajamontri,
Apostolic Nunciature of the Holy See, the
Catholic Mission of Bangkok, and the World
Fellowship of Buddhist.

Two foundations, the Foreign Mission
Roard and Seventh-~day Adventists, are recog”
nized as outgrowths of Christianity,
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The deputy education minister said se-
veral other religious groups were seeking

legitimate status from the department

go they can institutionally preach their
teachings here and their missionaries
can have their visas extended.

However, he said the department has
discussed with the principal bodies and
they concluded that the teachings of
these groups contradict theirs and those
sects in the same religion.

He said members of these illegitimate
sects mostly came into the country as
tourists and some were introduced here
by Thal expatriates.

All foreign relipious groups offi-
cially permitted to preach here are go-
verned by the 1981 regulation of the Reli-
gious Affairs Department which rules that
their activities must not be against Thai
law and culture, he said,

Although they are not recognized by
Thai authorities, these illegitimate reli-
cious groups continue to be active nation-
wide., Samphan, however, said the depart-
ment could not take drastic steps to pre-
vent their activities since Thai people
have the freedom of religion.

He said foreign missionaries are good
at making eheir ways into the country.
"When their visas expire and they connot
get extention, they go to nearby countries
and re-enter Thailand as tourists,"
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A crowd of at least 700 friends, ad-
mirers and relatives of former statesman
Pridi Banomyong, including past and present
Thammasat University students gathered at
Don Muane Airport to receive the ashes of
the former statesman and founder of Thamma-

sat University,
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Former Prime minister Luang Thamrongnasa-
vat, one of the few surviving members of
the revolutionary movement which changed
the country's absolute monarchy to a demo-
cracy, sprinkles rose petals on the urn
containing the ashes of Pridi Banomyong

at Don Muang Airport on May 7, 1986,
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The long line of people stretched from
Don Muang's VIP Room to the parking lot,
In the erowd were Nongyao Chaiseri, Rector
of Thammasat University; Poonsook Banomyong,
wife of Pridi; Uthai Pimchaichen, House
Speaker at the time; as well as some elderly
persons who were weeping.

As the urn carrying the ashes passed
the orderly crowd, each person reverently
sprinkled rose petals on the hase of the
golden "parn’. Distinguished persoms in-
cluded many former members of the now de-
funct Seri Thai movement as well as re-
presentatives from the Vietnamese Fmbassy.
In former days, Vietnamese leaders had
~lose contact with Pridi,

After the ceremonial procedures, the
urn containing Pridi's ashes was placed
in a car which was covered with flowers,

The motorcade comprising about 50
cars headed towards Wat Banomyong in Ayu-
dhya Province. Leading the procession
were two highway police cars. When at
Amphur Muang, Ayudhya, about 500 school-
children received the motorcade.

Thammasat University, which hosted
the ceremonial event, brought Back the
former statesman's ashes to the Univer-
gity's Dome building later in the day,.
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Later on May 11, the ashes of late
staesman Pridi Banomyong were scattered
in the Gulf of Thailand in a solemn cere-
mony attended by about 200 people aboard
a police patrol craft. .

The ashes were brought im a proces—
sion from Thammasat University to the
Marine Police Headquarters in Samut Pra-
karn from whieh they were put aboard
"Darong Rajanuparb” boat to be teken to
the gulf. .

Pridi's ashes were strewn at 5.10
pm along with those of his son Parn Ba-
nomyong and Chamkad Trangkul, a former
member of the Seri Thail Movement,' who
died in China.

Thanpuying poonsook Banomyong said
she felt overwhelmed by the large numbexr
of people who turned up for the ceremony.

e are only physically apart. But
we still share the ideology and thoughts
together,' she said of her late husband,
. . - _ e .
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Pridi, a member cf the Council of
Regents, prime minster, founder of Thama-
cat Universlty and leader of the Seri
Thai Movement, died in Paris three years
ape after almost 40 years of political

exile.
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PEACE MOVEMENT URGES BANGKOK BE DECLARED
NUKE-FREE ZONE,

Local peace movement has called on
the city administration to declare Bangkok
a nuclear-free zone to commemorate the
ppited Nation's International Year of
Peace,

Dr Gothom Arya, vice president of
the Year of Peace Project, said on August
5 that he would propose the idea to the
city administration to mark the 41st
anniversary of the first atomic bombing
at the Japanese city of Hiroshima.

He said the proposed plan included
a ban on the production and installaticn
of nuclear weapons in the city. It also
aimed to inform the public of peace
issues and encourage Bangkokians to ex-
press thelr determination on world peace,
he added.

According to Gothom, Bangkok should
be a nuclear-free zone because it is a
big community with about 5.5 million po-
pulation and several historical landmarks
locate in the heart of the city.

He said more than 30,000 communities
in 37 countries around the world have
been declared nuclear-=free zonee to show
their support for the nuclear arms re-
duction.

About 200 people including academics,
students, businessmen, politicians, and
representatives of non-governmental or-
ganizations attended the opening of a two-
day seminar on the "Development of Peace
Movement in Thai Society' on August 7 held
at Chulalongkorn University,

The seminar aimed to encourage the
participation of the public in the celebra-
tion of the "International Year of Peace',
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On the same day, speaker of the city
assembly Pairoj Prasert welcomed the pro-
posal of a peace movement to declare Bang-
kok a nuclear-free zone.

Speaking after a meeting with Dr
Gothom Arya, Pairoj said the idea was
interesting and he would seriously
consider the proposal because it would
benefit the people as a whole.

Gothom handed a letter to the speaker
calling the city assembly to pass a
legisiation declaring the city a
nuclear-free =zone.

He said Bangkck should follow the
other 3,000 cities worldwide banning the
production and installation of nuclear faw
cilities,

Dr Gothom told reporters after the
meeting that a nuclear-free zone should
be initially set up in Bangkok it is the
most populated city in the country zand
the zone should be gradually expanded to
other provinces,

Meanwhile, Deputy City Governor Wicha
Jiwalai said that the activities of the
Year of Peace Project were constructive
and in line with the policty of the city
administration in making Bangkok a city
of peace.

City CGovernor Chamlong Srimuang also
showed keen interest in the activities of
the peace movement, He was officially in-
vited to participate in peace activities
in Hiroshima and joined the mayors of ma-
jor world cities to commemorate the atomic
disaster,
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WHEN MINISTER OF INTERIOR BLOWS HIS TOP

Interior Minister Gen Sitthi Chira-
rochana on March 31 reportedly called a
murder suspect "the scum of the earth"
and eriticized the Press for "exaggerat-
ing" his elaim of torture by police.

Sitthi said he had received a writ-
ten police report which categorically
denied the allegation by Sunthorn Tham-
masin, who is accused of murdering a
ticketing clerk of the Transport Co in
February, that he had been tortured by
Parkkred police investigators who wanted
him te make confessions.

The minister also dismissed a press
report that Pol Lt Gen Prachan Pramphan,
the commissioner of the Region One Police
had slapped the suspect's face.

"Such a responsible person like him
(Prachan) would not have wanted to lay
his clean on the face of that scum of
the earth," Sitthi said during an inter-
view at the Interior Ministry,

Sitthi also said that the suspect
was "hardened person" who cannot even
prove that he is a Thai, "He has no
identity card or household registration,”
he said,

The minister then went on to eriti-
cize the Press for exaggeratiang Sun-—
thorn's torture claim. He said the Press
was simply undermining the morale of the
policemen who tried to perform their duty
accordingly.

Sunthorn has claimed that poliee in-
vestigators of Parkkred beat him up and
used electric baton to make him confess,
He denied the charge that he murdered Mrs
Sumalawan Chupia, an alleged member of
the bus ticket forgery in gang in the
Traﬁsport Co.

The Lawyers Council has already
launched a probe into Sunthorn's torture
claim and indeicated that there were
grounds to it,




POLTCE BRUTALITY CHARGE
MUST BE PROBED IN DEPTH

It is unbecoming of a man of such
high stature as Interior Minister Sitthi
Chirarochana to dismiss off-hand the po-
tice mishandling of a murder case and
the subsequent alleged torture of the
murder-suspect,

Mrs Sumalawan Chupia, an alleged
member of Che Tramsport Co ticket for-
pery gang, was murdered on Feb 27 and
Sunthorn Thammasin was arrested and
charged with having committed the murder,

The mishandling of the case came
when he was paraded before TV cameras as
if he were a convicted murderer and the
following day, March 19, an identifica-
tion parade was wheld in which a witness
picked him out - half of Bangkok citizens
could have done the same.

Then came reports in the Press of
Sunthorn being tortured in the Parkkred
District police station with Sunthorn al-
leging that the police used persuasion,
threat and torture to make him confess to
the murder; Sunthorn also showed marks on
his body which he said were caused by
beating by police interrogators. Then
came a catenation of events which even a
man in so lofty a position as interior
minister can not ignore.

1. A group of reporters charged that
the chief investigator of the Parkkred po-
1ice station, Pol Lt Col Udom Pochana, had
made velled threats against them. They
took the matter up to the Reporters Asso-
ciation of Thailand which asked Police Di-
rector Ceneral Narong Mahanonda to probe
the charge.

9. On March 28, the Lawyers Council
{aunched an investigation into the alleged
torture, and three members met Sunthorn to
probe the matter further.

3. Democrat MP Suthat Ngernmuen gsaid
that he was convinced of police brutality
against Sunthorn and that electric shocks
and beatings were administered. He wanted
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the House of Represeﬁtatives' Administra-
tive Affairs Committee to investigate the
matter.

The matter of police brutality is
escalating so much that it cannot be dis-
missed by Interior Minister Sitthi by
sayiung that Suathorn is the "Seum of the
carth" - and even if he is, he is a human
being and deserves to be treated as one.
He is constitutionally innocent until con-
victed by court. Sitthi also cites a po-
lice report that mo brutality was used.
Did he really expect to receive a report
to the contrary? Sitthi says, "He has no
identity card or household registration'-
a perfect non sequitur. Does that mean
that Sunthorn need not be treated as a hu-
man being? Despite all this Sunthorn con-
tinues to prefess his innocence. '

At the moment the least that Sitthi
can do is to set up an impartial investi-
gation committee to inquire exhaustively
into the charges brought against the Park
kred police interrogators. But even that
might not suffice to satisfy public be-
cause of an administration cover—up.

An independent inguiry as Rep Suthat
suggests may be the best. It is neces-
sary at this stage to bolster public con-
fidence in the police force and not let it
rest on the words of the interior minister
The police officers themselves who have
flatly denied the charge, should welcome
such an inquiry which would mean that theis
names will not be under a cloud of suspi-
cion - they should be proved innoecent ofr
guilty - and that could be done only by an
independent committee of inquiry.

THQNG?A TAKES SITTHI TO TASK

Human rights lawyer Thongbai
Thongpao also criticized Interior
Minister Gen Sitthi Chirarochana for
what he described as his 'slanderous
statement” against a murder suspect.

Thongbai said on April 1 the sus-
pect, Sunthorn Thammasin, who 1s ac-
cused of murdering a ticketing clerk
of the Transport Co on Feb 27, had not
yet been found guilty by the court,
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The lawyer sald it was not Sitthi's
duty to condemn the suspect.

) Thongbai said Sunthorm had the

right in self-defence by reporting to

the press the claimed police brutality.
"The Press was also doing its duty in
reporting what he said," he said. Thongbai
also suggested if the policemen felt of-
fended by the reports, they could take

the matter to the court.

The human rights lawyer reportedly
said that Sunthorn can file a slander

charge against {pterior Minister Sitthi

Chirarochana for his statement.
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GOVERNMENT ISSUES NEW ORDER ON
COMBATTING COMHUNISM

The government has issued a new
order that reaffirms the anti-communist
strategy of pressuring the Communist
Party of Thailand to lay down its arms
and adopt legal political means to attain
its objective, informed sources disclosed
in early June,

The order cutlines guidelines to
achieving the goal, including further
strengthening the Constitutional Monarchy,
reconciling social conflicts and main-~
taining military pressure on the Party's
jungle fighters,

The Prime Minister's Order No.47/B.E.
2529, signed by Prime Minister Prem Tin-
sulanonda on March 24, this year, also
gives priority to the struggle against
CPT, as against its "front members and
movement,"” and its armed force,

The rationale behiud it is the assess-
ment that the "acute ideological conflicts"
in the top leadership of the outlawed party
are still taking their toll and should be
utilized.

The PM's order, issued to further ala-
borate on previous anti-communist orders,
inecluding the PM's Order 66/B.E. 2523 and
the PM's Order No., 65/B.E. 2526, seems to

be theoretical guidance in a systematic way
rather than a set of practical Instructlons,
as some observers see it, It calls for the
practical realization of the theoretical
lines but is ambipuous on the ways to
achieve the final objective of establie’-
ing a "perfect and strong democracy unde

HM the King as head of state,”




The objectives are the key to final
victory over the armed struggle of the
outlawed party, it says.

The order says that all ways must be
uged to pressure the GPT, its leaders
and core members at all levels to renounce
the armed struggle. As for the front move-
ment, the order says there is a need to
step up afforts to reconcile conflicts In
the bureaucracy and the private sector, as
well as all groups of people lest the
banned party exploit the conflicts to

spark a civil war.

[ =]

WRONG GOVI POLICY MAY STRENGTHEN CP

Army Commander—in-Chief Gen Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh warned on July 22 that a
wrong policy pursued by the government
may give the Communist Party of Thailand
(CPT) a chance to regain its lost strength,

In a new conference, the army chief
also said that the Kampuchean problem does
not pose a major security concern because
Hanoi is engulfed with many difficulties,
including ideological rift within the top
Vietnamese leadership. The Vietnamese,
he said, failed to achieve its target of
building strong Proxy Khmer force to al-
low the pull-out of Vietnamese LTooOps,
set for 1990.

Cen Chavalit said the government had
pasically put an end to the CPT's revolu-
tionary war, glven the successive setbacks
which dwindled the armed strength of the
banned party from a peak of 10,000 to only

400-500 now.

Yet, the decrease should not be taken
as the criteria of the govermment 's deci-
sive success, according to Gen Chavalit,
who added that the CPT's threat will not
cease so far as the party's platform to
seize state powers through an armed strug-
gle is still there.

"{§ the povernment made a mistake,
rhe armed strength can grow rapidly, pos-
ing a major threat o the national security

again,” he said.
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He also warned that CPT had put empha-
sis on front work in accordance with late
Chinese leader Mao Tse-tung's theory of
forming alliance with or infiltrating politi-
cal parties, political proups and local in-
fluential groups.

"Je usually overlook the latter form
of the front groups,” he said., Gen Chavalit
said that CPT was still a major problem be-
cause without such an armed struggle inside
the country, foreign powers cannot have an
excuse to.invade Thailand, The domestic
threat, he said, was interwined with poten-
tial extermnal threats.

Asked whether CPT had infiltrated some
political parties, Gen Chavalit said that
he believes all political parties have pride
and prestige, so wuch that they would not
let CPT to exploit them. In addition, CPT
does not have the capability to win leader-
ship in the political parties, according to
the army chief.

Referring to the Kampuchean issue, Gen
Chavalit sald over the past eight years,
Vietnam had failed to achieve its goal in
Kampuchea, '

Vietnam, he said, aims to pull out its
troops from the country by 1990 and the suc-
cess must hinge on two factors! whether it
will be able to build up a local force to
control the situation fro the Vietnamese;
and whether ASEAN would back down on its
stand against the Vietnamese occupation of
Kampuchea.

As regards to the first factor, Gen
Chavalit said that Hanoi had built built
about six divisions of Henpg Samrin force
comprising more than 10,000 troops, of
whom only about 600 are combatants.
KHowever, the Khmer force has been losing
its confidence in the Vietnamese force,
he sald. ASEAN, he said, has been ada-
mant it its stand against the Vietnamese
occupation of Kampuchea.

Cen Chavalit said that the Viet-
namese did not only face the Kampuchean
problem but had problem inside their own
country, namely the ideological rifts
within the Politburo, the top-level po-—
licy making body of the country,
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He did not identify the rift and
added that the problem inside the Viet-—
namese deadership was not expected to
affect its Kampuchean policy.

"It depends on the next four years.
Any side which has the time on its side
will win,'" he said,.

Referring to the rifts within the
anti-Vietnamese Coalition Government of
Democratic Kampuchea, Gen Chavalit said
they differed from the conflicts within
Vietnamese leadership because the for-
mer would lead to growth and development
as against deterioration,

ARMY TO REVISE ANTI-RED STRATEGY

Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh said on Aupust 25 at a news
conference that he expected the review to
be finalized in. time for an anncuncement
at next years meeting on the govermment's
performance against communist insurgents.

The need to revise the govermment's
strategy has arisen from the banned Com-
munist Party of Thailand's success in re-
storing its influence, he said. The cut-
lawved party has shifted its emphasis from
armed struggle to front affairs, accord-
ing to the army chief,

Gen Chavalit said that the govermment's

strategy would be revised to the effect
that more emphasis would be given on the
task to diminish and liquidate the front
members of the outlawed party.

"Our officials are working on the
question of how to go about to achieve the
goal," he said when asked about the direc-
tions of the new anti-communist plan.

~He added that the revised strategy
must include quidelines to distinguish
"friends from foes'.

Gen Chavalit said that the army has
to monitor CPT's achievements and short-
coming in its efforts to solicit new front
people,
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"This is a more important problem
the tendency that some local authorities
have resumed abuse of powers - a factor
which has been encouraging villagers to
switch to the banned party," he said,

He added that the party's setbacks
in its armed struggle prompted a shift
in its strategy to soliciting more sym-
pathisers, The CPT's new strategy worked
well, he admitted,

The armed strength of the CPT is
now put at about 600-700 men and most of
them are operating in the Suauth,

TACTICAL SHIFT IN POLICY
TG FIGHT COMMUNISTS

In a tactical change of strategy
to fight communists, the Royal Thai Army
will soon shift its priority to efforts
to neutralize the role of "front orga-
nizations and people" rather than stymie
the leadership of the Communist Party of
Thailand (CPT).

This tactical shift is the highlight
of the RTA's master plan to combat commu-
nism in the coming year, The master plan
has been finalized and may soon be an-
nounced before the end of the year.

Another highlight of the master plan
is the reference to the pro-Soviet commu-
nist party, known unofficially as Pak Mai
{the New Party). The allusion was made
for the first time because the RTA has
receilved reports confirming the establish-
ment of Pak Mai's strongholds along the
Thai-Lac border.

However, CPT will remain the priovity
target in the efforts to weed out commus
nism.

The sources said that the master plan
was the result of a series of brainstrom-
ing meetings called by Army Commander-in-
Chief Gen Chavalit Yongechiyudh on August
1. Attending the sessions were assistant
army chiefs-of-staff in charge ofoperations,
intellipence, personnel, logistics and ci-
vilian affairs as well as middle~ranking
army officers from the five sections,




Cen Chavalit reportedly approved the
master plan in late August in his capacity
as general director of the anti-communist

drive.

The gources said that political al-
ternatives will take precedence over mili-
tary operations in the next fiscal year,
The gquestion of "front people" in parti-
cular was discussed at length during the
meetings which concluded that this has
become an outstanding issue that needs to
he solved immediately and should be given
top priority.

In a broad strategy formulated years
ago, the army has identified the CPT's
armed forces, leadership, front organiza-
tions and people as the three targets to
fight against communism,

fnitially, top on the priority iist
were the outlawed, armed communist forces
while the front organizations followed a
close second, But two years ago th prio-
rity was shifted to stymie CPT's leader-
ship and that has been maintained ever

since.

The sources attributed this strategy
change to the weakening of CPT leadership
to a significant extent over the past two
vears.

The meaning of front organizations
and people have also been redefined in
the new blueprint to the effect that
they include not only the people who co-
operate with CPT but also those who
have "unconsciously"” helped the commu-
nist party.

These include capitalists, anti-
democracy elements, people who create
and aggravate social problems and highly-
placed people who exert influence over
the state authorities.

In this connection, the civilian
affaris sections of all the regional
armies will be given a more prominent
role in tackling the question of these
front line people and organizations, ac-
cording to the sources, :
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The master plan is expected to be
revealed during the forthcoming semi-
annual meeting of anti-communist offi-
cers soon to be held,

SAMRI GETS 10 YEARS, ‘EX-BODYCUARD 8

The Military Court on April 24 sen-
tenced Damri Ruangsutham, a formey po-
1itburo member of the Communist Party of
Thailand (CPT), to 10 years im prison on
communist charges.

The verdict is final and no appeal
can be made. Thé sentence 1is effective
retroactive April 1981 when Damri, 63,
was arrested in Surat Thani.

The court also sentenced Prakorb
Thongthueng, 28, Damri's ex-bodyguard,
to 8 years in jail.

The verdict was postponed from
March after a trial which lasted almost
three years because Damri had been ad-
mitted to the Police Hospital for an

eye SuUrgery.
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Damri and Prakorb were arrested in
April 1981 while they were on what Damri
claimed to be a mission to negotiate a
truce on behalf of the CPT with govern-
ment authorities. The two were formally
charged in the Military Court in August
the following year.
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! befence lawyer Thongbai Thongpao
said since the verdict was given by the
Military Court, no appeal cam be made,

The court initially sentenced Damri
to 12 years in jail after finding him
guilty of communist charges but commuted
it to eight years after he pleaded guiley
The court also added another two years

; after Damri was found guilty of using a GREEN PARTY APPEALS FOR
, feke 1D card, SURACHAT'S CLEMENCY
R, %

The same.court in January a%so Sen~ Two representatives of the Green
tenced communist suspect Surachai Sae Party of West Germany on April 1 sought
D?;? Lo geth For th?imurggr of'a police a royal clemency for convicted communist

| gh 1?8? ig;gg astralnlrﬁ ery o Surat insurgent Surachai Sae Darn who was sen-
: ant in - Several human rights or- tenced to death by the Military Court In
‘ ganizations have been campaigning for a January this year

! royal pardon for Surachai.

! . They submitted the petition through
human rights fawyer Thongbai Thongpao,
who is Surachai's defence lawyer, at
Viangtai Hotel in Bangkok,

The two Green Party members, Wilfried
Telkaemper and Barbara Upmuessig, reportedly
visited Thailand to look into several cases

sen- : of human rights violations.
- :
v of Telkaemper said the Green Party has
n on no intention to interfere with Thailand's
internal affairs or question the judgement
of the Military Court. But he said the Par-
eal ty is appealing for clemency for Surachai.
ive
3, "We feel greatly concerned about the
life of Mr Surachai Sae Darn, the more so,
since the arrest of the accused was made at
‘b the time of armistic talk with a represen—
d, tative of the govermment," the letter said
sunglasses in part.
senior politburo member of the Commumist
Party of Thailand, and his ex-bodyguard Tt was referring to Surachai's arrest
o Prakorb Thongthueng, wave to photographers in 1981 when he was meeting Sanong Rodpo-
= from a police car after they were sen— thong, then governor of Surat Thani, to ne-
) tenced to 10 and 8 years in prison res- gotiate a ceasefire on behalf of the Commu-
bPectively. nist Party of Thailand (CPT). Surachai was




sentenced to death after being found guilty
of killing a police officer furing a train
robbery in the southern province in 1978,

The letter also said that several
compaigns on Surachai's behalf are being
launched in some European countries,

Telkaemper and Unmuessig said that
they will try to raise Surachai's case in
the German Parliament and the European Par-
l1iament.

They said their pary will also try
to forward the case to West German Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl.

The two Green Party's members said
Uschi Ied, an MP of the Party, had earlier
submitted a letter to HM the King to ask
for clemency for Surachai.

On April 1 Thongbai accompanied the
two Germans to visit Surachai at the Bang
Kwang maximum security prison where the
convict is being jailed.

Thongbai said the Germans who pre-
viously thought Surachai was ill-treated
in the prison were satisfied with the
convict's conditions.

"} am glad that Surachai case has
attracted international attention and
many organizations have helped campaign
for Surachai's clemency,” the lawyer
said,

The two members of the Green Party
said that this is the first time the
Green Party campaigns in a human rights
case in Thailand.

They also met with the Dutch ambas-
sador to Thailand and called on the West
German ambassador respectively.
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KING PARDONS CANADIAN

One Canadian convicted on charges
of possessing heroin has been granted
a royal pardon and released but his
alleged partner remains in jail after
having time added to his original sen-
tence, a prison official said on April
28,

A Canadian Embassy official, who
asked not to be named, said Michel Longpre
returned home on April 26 after receiving
a pardon on April 10 from King Bhumipol
Adulyade].

The prison official said Longpre and
Gilles Massicotte were arrested Feb 26,
1981, after being found with 100 grammes
of heroin. They each received a sentence
of 25 years.

Both men are from L'Assomption, Quebec
province,

While Massicotte was in Bang Kwang
Prison, he was caught holding another 1.5
grammes of heroin and another year and a
half was added to his sentece, the prison
official said,.

JUVENILE CENTRE BREAK-OQUT

Tour young inmates at Baan
Metta in Banp Khen District assaulted
an official and escaped from the iu-
venile centre on September 21, police
said,

Intorn Srisaikam, the official
at Baan Metta, fainted after he was
attacked by the four boys armed with a
club, one of whom was recaptured by
police,

The youths, aged between 15-17,
were identified as Niyom Nimnei, Prasit
Malikul, Ubon Kluaklai and Kampol Saeng-
thong,

0fficials said the boys climbed a
wall of the juvenile centre and fled
to Chaengwattana Road,
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One of the inmates, Kawmpol, was
apprehended in a field near the road,
He was quoted as saying that the group
plotted the escape a long time ago.
He told police that he intended to visit
his sister in the northern province of
Tak.

Photo show police taking Kampol
Saenpthong, one of the young inmates,
back to Baan Metta.

‘§a§ Lo

28 JUVENTLE DELINQUENTS PTCKED UP

On September 17, 1986 police picked
up 28 teenagers from several shoppling
centres for alleged juvenile delinquency,

An officer of the Children and Youths
Welfare Divisior of the Police Department
said the teenagers were mostly betwyeen 14-
16 years old apd some were runaways from
well-to-do families.

He said many of them lived together
in a rented house. They were quoted as

saying they paid 10 baht each daily for
the rent,

Some of the teenapers had admitted to
having smoke marijuana,

The police officer said the teenagers
were to be detained at the Home for Girls
in Phyathai until they were collected by
their parents,

Photo show some of the girls in a
police van after they were picked up,

- ¢

TEACHER FORCES BOY T( EAT FAECES

Phatthalung - Police received a complaint
from a father who claimed that a school
teacher in Muang District forced his son
to eat his own faeces.

Sawat Wichien, 50, on August 2 told
the police that Ms Anorat Sarasmitr, a
teacher of Suksa Songkroh Phatthalung
boarding school, forced his son, Choosri
Wichien, 7, to eat his faeces after she
found that the boy had excreted on the
second floor of the dormitory,

The man said the teacher, who took
care of the dormitory, ordered the boy to
eat his faeces and smeared the rest of it
on his head in front of other schoolboys
who were assembled to watch him, He
found out about the event later from his
nelghbours because his son was afraid
to tell him about the inecident,

The police said they would try to
find a compromise on the matter.

No further report is filed,




BOY ARRESTED FOR CARRYING HEROIN

A 10-year-old boy was arrested on
August 4 with 160 grammes of heroin in
his possession, He was sent to Parkred
reformatory home on Aupust 12 before
prosecuted in Juvenilie Court,

Phra Khanong police said the boy,
Vichet Chulmonthon, has not been contacted
by his parents since his arrest.

He openly wept as he was taken ocut
of the cell at the police station and
taken to the home in Nonthaburi,

Vichet, still in his school uniform,
was apprehended by Phra Khanong police
who found 160 grammes of heroin in his
school-bag while he was asking a mini-
bus driver to take him to the home of a
man. The boy identified the man who
paid him 100 baht for the beroin delivery
only as "Kaek".
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Vichet told reporters he was not
aware that what he had in the school-bag
was heroin,

" just learned that it was illegal
after being arrested," said Vichet, add-
ing he wanted to see his father.

The boy sald he had been hired by
vaek three times to deliver drugs from
Soi Naksartsana in Phra Khanong to his

home in Klong Toey slum,
!

"] pever knew what 1 was delivering
because it was wrapped with newspapers.
And he told me not to open it," he said.

He said he would never engage in
such illegal activity again if he was
freed,

"111] work as a drummer in a 'Lam
Tat" folk singing troupe,' he said.

Police still are hunting for Kaek
whom the boy deseribed as a man who al-
ways helped slum squatters in trouble.

S G

3 HELD FOR TRYING TO SELL BABIES

IOEI — Police arrested three That hilltribe
people on July 9 who were allegedly trying
to sell three infants at a camp for Laotian
refugees in this northeastern province,

The three suspects, one man and two
women of the Yao tribe, however, denied the
charge and said they brought the children,
all less than three years old, to their cou-
sins in the Baan Vinai camp because their
parents had died.

The police identified the three as
Anant Seanfak, 29, Mrs Famjoi sae Ham, 19,
and Mrs Muangduan sae Lee, 34, The man
is a resident of Phayao while the two women
are of Chiang Rai.

Pol Lt Poj Sornnakorn, chief of the
security guard of Baan Vinai, said the police
caught the three while they were holding
the babies in the camp and could not provide
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‘TAKES 'ON PUBLIC AGENCIES

the names of the babies' parents and rela-
tives.

He said the three have allegedly sold
several habies before.

They were taken into custody at the
local police station at Pakchom District.
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%03 BABIES ADOPTED BY FOREIGNERS

The Public Welfare Department last
vedar gave permission for 103 babies to
be adopted by foreigners.

1t sald there were applications
from 600 foreigners to adopt Thai babies
last year. Americans topped the list
of the applicants, followed by English,
French, German and Saudis.

It said another 635 babies were
also adopted by the Thais last year,
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CHILDREN'S RIGHTS BODY

An brganization for children has
asked the Telephone Organization of
Thailand (TOT) and the Public Works
Department to take responsibility for
the death of a child who was dilled
after plunging into a manhole last
month,

The Children's Rights Protection
Centre said in a letter to the chiefs
of the two agencies thal they should
pay compensation to the parents of the
chiild,

TOT has denied responsibility for
the incident saying that the Public
Works Depdartment was in charge of the
manhole,

Saengduan Yothino, 3, fell into the
sewer near Pinklao Bridge which was used
for underground telephone cables and
died on March 10.
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Sappasit Kumprophan, a coordinator
of the Children's Rights Protection
Centre, told local reporters that two
agencies should share the responsibility
for the incident by paving compensation
to the child's parents,

TOT earlier made what what it des-
cribed as a "humanitarian donation” of
5,000 baht tothe child's parents., But
Sappasit sald the money was too little
and cannot be considered a compensation,

Employees of TOT also raised another
9,500 for the couple who are construction
workers,
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TRAGIC TALE OF A CHILD LABOURER

Samrueng Puanglard, a child labourer
in Bangkok died from the ill treatment
received from his employer, a fluores-—
cent-lamp factory owner. His death led
to a police raid on the factory and other
child labourers were rescued. The fac-
tory owner was later caught and fined,




he was also ordered pay compensation to
Samrueng's family.

This story was told in cartoon-style
in a book entitled "gamrueng.”

Thoupgh the book is in the form of
cartoon illustrations, the story of
Samrueng is real. The Foundation for
Children, its publisher, intends to
circulate the book throughout the country,
especially imn drought-stricken areas
where most child labourers come from,

It is meant to be a warning to pa-
rents who may otherwise send their chil-
dren to Bangkok as child labourers.

In the story, Samrueng was a village
boy in Baan Nong Snueng of Surin Province.
Tragedy struck one year, rice fields
turned barren and famine resulted, badly
affecting Samrueng's family.

Persuaded by a neighbour whose chil-
dren were leaving for Bangkok to work in
a factory which paid 3,000 baht for each
child for a year labour, Samrueng's fa-
ther decided to send Samrueng along with
his neighbour's children,

With high hopes for a better ilife
himself and his family, Samrueng was
elated at the prospects of being the fa-
mily's bread-winner. Ouly when he reached
the factory did he realize that life as
a child labourer was a miserable one.

He, together with other children,
was forced to work long hours from morn-
ing until late at night in the fluores-—
cent-lamp factory, owned by a Chinese,
He was subject to harsh punishment when
he failed to follow imstructions or when
he was caught trying to escape from the
fatory.

Aside from hard work, and unnourish-
ing food, the children worked in a dimly
11t room with poor ventilation. They
started to pet sick and Samrueng was no
exception, he was later sent back home
because of his poor health., But just

hefore he made it to his house where
his parents awaited him, the {1l-fated
Samrueng collapsed and died.
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In this book, not only Samrueng's
story is told, it also includes informa-
tion on child labour law and places where
parents and children can seek help from
the authorities,

The book priced at 15 baht can be
purchased through money order sent to
pimol Kongcharcenkiat, the Foundation
for Children at 180/10 Soi Wat Deeduad,
Chran-snitwong 12, Bangkok Yai, Bangkok
10600 or you may call for further informa-—
tion at 412-1196,

e Oum—-u-'wwt‘f.

COMBATTING CHILD ABUSE

The abuses of the child labour is
becoming a serious social problem in
the country that urgently needs efforts
from both the povermment and private
agencies in exploring an effective so-
lutiomn,

Voravan Thanaphibul, director of
the Tabour Department's Woman and Child
Labour Division, estimated that there
are about 1,07 million children over
the age of eleven working in the produe-

tion sector. C! - MIL(;’ /g ?,W'a;
o bl 7
The number represents about 4.6 per
cent of the total work force of the coun—
try.

Eiphty-nine per cent of these work
in the agricultural sector as family
workers and assistants, Another 10.2
per cent work in non—agricultural sectors,
especially industry and manufacturing,
commerce and services while the Test
comprise of those who are self-employed or
work as government employees.

In industry and manufacturing gector,
the director said, children are mostly
employed in food production and food
processing businesses such as small candy,
sweet, gum, biscult, canned food and
pickled fruit factories, :

There is a strong and fast-growing
trend showing the employment of child
workers in the areas of parment manufac-
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turing, commerce and services, and parti- ; The existing Child Labour Protection

- cularly in foodshops and restaurantts, Law allows the employment of children

re A number of childrer are also employed between the age 12-15 in certain busi-

for household work, nesses without prior permission from the
authorities, but its enforcement is evi-

She said working children usually . dently not effective. Besides, the legis-
receive much lower wages than adult wor- ' lation does not seem to provide sufficient
kers although there is no legal specifi- | protective ‘measures for child labourers,
cation about the distinction between

; the minimum wages for the two groups. 2} Communities and Families The

f prevailing poverty im the rural areas

na= In practice, the daily wage for toegether with the decline in prices of
children ranges from 25-50 baht. In agricultural products as well as the un-

‘ other words, a child worker earns between favourable economic climate are major
300-1,500 baht monthly with or even causes pushinp children into the lahour
without lodging or food from the employer. market,

According to Voravan, a number of 3) Emplovers The lack of moral
employers pay child workers on an an- } and soclal responsibility among employers
nual wage basis. DMost of the wapge is ‘ has hampered the opportunity of child la-
paid to their parents in advance and { bour development and causing the exploita-
the remaining sum is paid later to either tion of child labour,
the working children or the parents, i

. The average annual wage for children is | 4) Job Placement Apencies and Brokers
about 3,000 - 4,500 baht ineluding ac- The ineffective control and monitor of

the activities of job placement agencies

comnodation and food,
have also contributed to the expleitation

She said most of these children of child workers,
worked under unfavourable conditions
- such as small and inappropriate places, PROBLEMS OF VORKING CHETLDREN
3 longer working hours than specified by
the labour law and without day off, Voravan summarized the problems as
o lack of opportunities for education, follows:
;n" training and recreation, lack of com- )
munication with their families, and 1) Unfair Treatment Include
have food with low nutritional value, unusually long working hours, less or
no day off, poor welfare provision, and
¢ CAUSES AND JUSTIFICATIONS OF CHILD TABOOR lowwages with small or no overtime pay-
ment,
srs In her presentation to the Asian : £
’ Regional Tripartite Workshop on "Measures 2)  Poor Provided Food Most of,
to Combat Child Labour" held at the the working children are given.p?or qua—
1 or Imperial Hotel September 22-30, Voravan ity food an? sometlmes.l?suff1c1ent
identified the causes and justifications amount, causing malnutrition among them.
of child labour from the points of views )
. of coucerned parties as follows: 3) JHealth Problem Poor nutrition
T together with inadequate rest period and
1) Government The six-year com- unhygienic living as well as working con-
pulsory education system is an important ditions deteriorate both physical and
2y, factor in sending children into the labour ' mental health of child workers.
market before the proper age. Children
generally complete the primary education . %) Work Safety Problem Since chil-

dren are still not mature enough or not
trained to work in some areas, accidents
at workplace which involve child labourers
are at high rate.

when they are between 11-13 years old and

' those who cannot afford hipgher education :
are forced to work to support their fami- |

- lies, J




5) Self Adjustment Problem  Child-
ren between 12-14 years of age considered
to be in the transitional period from
their childhood into adulthood. A number
of them have difficulties in understanding
and adijusting themselves with new environ-
ment if proper care and attention were not
given to them.

The director called on the public
tu give more attention to the abuse of
child labour. She sugpested that more
resources should be pooled together to
gsupporlt the efforts to combat the pro-
blem.

VP
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LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS PRESS FOR
HOUSE PANEL ON HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES

Local human rights organizations
called on the House of Representatives
to set up a committee to monitor and
investipate civil rights violations
by government officials.

Lawyer and chairperson of the Unicn
for Civil Liberty (Thailand}, speaking
on behalf of a coalition of local human
rights groups, said om August 20 he would
submit a letter to House Speaker Chuan
Leekpai urging him to support the forma-
tion of a House committee On human rights.

The proups include the Coordinating
Group for Religion in Society (CGRS), the
Friends of Women Group, The Coordinating,
Commission of Human Rights Organization,
The Justice and Peace Commission for De-
velopment, The Unlon for Civil Liberty
(Thailand), the The Children rights Pro-
tection Centre of the Children Foundation.

Charn Kaewchusai said people mis-
treated by govermment officials are often
reluctant to file complaints fearing
their petitions would neot be handled

fairly.

Therefore, he said, an independent
apency such as the proposed House commit-
tee on human riphts should be set up to
investigate and monitor theviolations of
the civil rights by authorities.
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The lawyer sald lawmakers can look
into the cases without being subject to
presgure from the administrative branch,

] The move came after a report that a
worker of the Union for Civil Liberty
(Thailand), Somchai Hom-la-or, decided to
leave the country for his own safety.

] g_f'

¢ POLTCEMEM ACCUSED OF MURDERENG SUSPECT

About 20 people from Petchaburi
Province rallied at the headquarteys of
the Crime Suppression Division (C8D) on
September 19, 1986, The sought legal
action apainst six policemen whom they
accused of having slain a defenceless
guspect in their district.

The angry villagers, who came from
Cha-am District, called on CSD Commander
Pgl Maj Gen Boonchu WYangkanont to have
six district police officers tried on
charge of murder,

The group, led by the murder victim's
father Chit Chaitrong, charged that Pol
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Sgt Maj Thongkam Klinchan, Pol Sgt Maj
Boonchuay Buanoi, Pel Sgt Prakorb Ekehin,
Pol Lance Corporal Apichat Boonlakorn,

Pol Pvt Palakij Nawong and ancther plice-
man collaborated to murder Chusak Chaitrong
after accusing him of illepgally possessing
a pistol. '

Chusak was allepedly killed by one of
the policemen while trying to escape on
the way to the district police station,
his father said. :

He said his son was arrested while he
was visiting a friend's house, He said
the police searched the house and nabbed
his son after discovering a gun there.

Chit said that Cha-am police did not
accept a petition to have the policemen
investipated, He added that the incident
was witnessed by many people. i

P 4
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FOUR INMATES DIE OF INTERNAL INJURLES
IN ESCAPE ATTEMPT

Nakhon Si Thammarat — Four inmates show
staged a jailbreak attempt at the Thung
Song prison on September 1 died of in-
ternal wounds resulting from a struggle
with authorities, a doctor who examined
their bodies said on September 3,

“Director of the Thung Song Hospital
Dr Luan Boochakorn said there were bruises
on tﬁeir bodies and it was assumed that
the four convicts suffered serious inter-
nal injuries before thev died.

He said that no autopsies were per-
formed by doctors,

Meanwhile, Commander of Thung Song
prison Prakit Watcharasawat said relatives
of the dead - Sawai Chaiyanupong, an at-
tempted murder suspect; Kamnueng Sukpote,
a robbery suspect; Somchai Prachak and
Samsak Ponghom, both murder and robbery
suspects — accepted the situation and will
not pursue legal actions against authori-
ties for the killing.

Pirector General of the Corrections
Department Sanit Rujinarons said that au-
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thorities severe action asainst the immates
could not he repgarded as an "excessive use
of force' by authorities, "As stipulated
in the law, prison officials can even shoot
inmates who try to escape,"” he said.

Deputy Interior Minister Chalec Wat-
charapuk, meanwhile, said that he had or-
dered the Corrections Department to prohe
the real cause of the deaths,

An earlier report said that that the
four convicts were dilled by cother inmates
who were assigned to help a warder held
hostage by the group,

Director of the Corrections Depart-
ment's Penology Division Siri Srisawat
said if the investigation showed that au-
thoritles were involved in the murder,

the case would be brought to court,

He also said that the department did
not have a policy to kill every inmate
who tried a jailbreak, but admitted that
sometimes warders assaulted and killed
prisoners who staged escape bids.

L %ad

102 1LLEGAL ALEINS ROUNDED UP

On September 10, 1986 Immigration
Police rounded up 102 aliens, many of
them children, in a Buddhist temple in
Phra Khanong District, police said,

All of the aliens are Napalese
and Burmese., Eighty-four of them have

Many children are among the 102 Nepalese
and Burnese rounded up by immigration
police in Phra Khanong area.




no legal documents, but 18 have Thai 1D
cards, police disclosed.

After the arrest, Somchai Tawulay,
21, and Chanmadus Tawulay, 17, complained
that they possessed ID cards issued by
Phra Khanong District in Banpkok, and
they did not know why police arrested
them.,

The immigration police said they
made the arrest because the suspects’
parents had illegally entered Thailand.
Police said they did not know why govern-—
ment officials issued them the ID cards,

However, police said this case have
to be sent to court, and then all the
illegal aliens have to £0 back to their
native countries. But people who were
born in Thailand can petition the autho—
rities for citizenship.

Songwut Rayee, 33, one of the sus-
pects, sald he served in the Army service
for two years in Kanchanahuri Province.
The naltive Nepalese said heearned a living
working as a tour puide at Royal Plaza
Hotel in Bangkok,

"I have never thought of going back
to Nepal," Songwut said. '"Wepal has no
jobs and I have never peen to Nepal either,
T was born here and I think I'm a Thai,”
he added.

Most Nepalese in Thailand entered the
country during the World War IT peried,
At first, they worked 1in mines at Pirok,
Tongpapoom District in Kanchanaburi Pro-
vince, Im 1983, there were about 800 Ne-
palese in the mines, but after those mines
went out of business, they moved into
Bangkok.

Most of the Nepalese 1In Bangkok live
together by renting houses in the Wat Tai
areas in Soi Onnuj, Male Nepalese usually
work as security guards, while the female
work as housekeepers. Almost all of the
arrested Nepalese are adulfs born in Thai-

land,
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2,000 ILLEGAL CHINESE HAW ARRESTED

Authorities have arrested about
2,000 Chinese Haw people who.illegally
entered northern towns for doing busi-
ness, during a joint campaign by mili-
rary, police and local officials, a
senior police officer disclosed in
Chiang Mai province early April.

The campaign, starting In March
to early April, has been launched in
17 northern provinces where about 40,000
Chinese Haw people live.

Pol Maj Gen Vichai Vichaitanapat,
deputy commander of the Third Reginnal
Police, disclosed to the Press that
about 40,000 Chinese Haw who have not
been granted Thai citizenship, }ive in
limited areas 1n geveral- border districts
especially in Fang of Chiang Mai and
Mae Sai of Chiang Ral.

The Interior Ministry had informed
the Chinese Haw to register for "yellow
cards" at district offices in areas
where they live, The yellow cards are
jgsued for the Chinese Haw to show that

‘they are legal aliens and are allowed fo

1ive in the areas, limited by the govern-
ment.

Since being informed, about 8,000
Chinese Haw people in Fang and 6,000
others in Mae Sai have come to district
offices for registration. The police
officer said the registration is aims at
surveying the number of the Chinese Haw
living in Thailand and preventing illegal
immigration into the country.

After receiving the yellow cards,
Chinese Haw who have been living in Thai-
1and for five to ten years will have a
chance te receive the identification
cards, according to Vichai. He also said
the police were also investigating whether
gome minority groups were engaged in drug
trafficking.

Meanwhile, Lau Lee, leader of Kuo-
mingtang group, said about 10,000 Chinese
Haw have received permanent identifica-
tion cards while 7,000-8,000 others have
temporary alien cards. '
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Lau Lee, who used to be chief of
staff of the Kuomintang force, said former
members of the Kuomintang have been dis-
armed and have given up politics. He said
a Chinese Haw family in his group earn
about 100,000 baht annually from agri-

culture.

400 HILLTRIBE HMONGS FACE RELOCATION

More than 400 Hmong hilltribe peo-
ple im Chomthong bistrict of Chiang Mai
are, facing a possible relocation follow-
ing low-land villagers' protest over de-
forestation by them, :

An informed military source told
the Press the Third Army Region was in-
vestigating a eclaim by the villagers that
the hilltribes people have been destroy=-
ing sources of water through deforesta-
tion in the area of Ban Phaklouy on DPoi
Inthanond mountain range.

He said the military will make an
aerial survey soon to inspect Ban Pha-
klouy area whose forests were calimed by
the low-land villagers to be denuded,

He said a total of 439 hilltribe
people, 415 of them are the Hmongs while
the others are the Karen and Chinese Haw
ethnic, will be moved out of the area
if the villagers' claim has been proved
to be true.

About 400 low-land villagers, led
by a senior monk from the provinecial seat,
in February staged the protest, demand-
ing the hilltribe people move out of Ban
Phaklouy area. They claimed that the
hilltribes' deforestation have been des-~
troying the sources of streams flowing
down to their villages.

Several streams flow{ng down from
Ban Phaklouy, located about 1,200 metres
above the sea level, have. been dried np,
according to the source.

The source said the protesting vil-
lagers also built up barricades arocund
the sources of the streams on the moun-
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tainous watershed to prevent the hill-
tribes' encroachment.

The military source said the soldiers
in December last year a total of 688 rai
of poppy plantations in Ban Phaklouy.

He said he expected no poppy plan-
tation in the area during the coming poppy
cultivation season (November o Febr-ary).

The Public Welfare Department and
the Norwegian Church Aid (NCA)} have been
providing assistance, such as substitu-
tion crop seed, to the hilltribe villagers
in Ban Phaklouy,

Meanwhile, soldiers and forestry of-
ficials started a relocation om April 14
of more than 170 Hmong hilltribes in the
area of Huay Yooyee in Huay Khakhaeng Na-
tional Forest Reserve in Uthai Thani.

A senior forestry official said the
Hmongs will be settled down in a hilltribe
centre in Pop Phra Sub-district of Tak.
However, he said the Pop Phra centre, which
is expected to shelter all of hilltribe
people encroaching national forest re—
serves in the North, is under preparation,

THALILAND TO RELEASE EX-VN DIP%ONAT'S WIFE

The Thail Govermment agreed to release
the wife of former Vietnamese diplomat
who has been detained in Yasothorn Province
since July 8 for overstaying her visa, the
Forelgn Ministry said on July 17, 1986,

Mrs Nguyen Thi Tuat was arrested by
Muang District police while wh was visiting
her parents who are refugees 1n the provin-
cial town.

Her husband, Do Cam Tuong, a former
third secretary in the Vietnamese Embassy
in Bangkok, returned to Vietnam in January
last year.

The agreement to release her came
after a meeting on July 16 between M,R,
Thep Devakula, director general of Politi-
cal Affairs Department and Tran Quang Co,
the Vietnamese ambassador. rs Nguyen Thi




Tuat will be released on the condition that
she be deported from Thailand within one
week, the ministry said.

The Vietnamese Embassy staff and their
families travelling outside Bangkok must
pive the mandatory three days advance noti-
fication to the Thai authorities.

During the discussion, the Vietnamese
ambassador promised to abide by the agree-—
ment requiring the embassy staff and their
families to notify concerned authorities
in advance before they travel, according
to the ministry. ‘

Tran Quang Co was also remined by the
Foreign Ministry that embassy staff, whose
tenure here has ended, must depart Thailand
within a reasonable period of time and
should not abuse diplomatic hospitalities.

Mrs Tuat was born in Thailand and re-
patriated to Vietnam in 1961, She returned
to Bangkok in 1982 when her husband was
assigned to the post in Bangkok,

A,

TRAVEL LIMITS PLACED ON DIPLGMATS
OF 10 COUNTRIES,

Thailand will impose new travel res-
triction on diplomats from 10 spocialist
and Muslim coumtries as ''reciprocity”
and for "security reasons." Foreign Mi-
nistry sources sald on July 18, 1986,

The sources said that Prime Minister
Prem Tinsulanonda on July 15 agreed to
the recommendations made by a special
committee, which was set up three months
ago.

The new measures to monitor the move-
ment of diplomats will apply to Iran,
tigeria, Iraq, Vietnam, Laos, the
Soviet Union, China, Bangladesh, Burma
and Pakistan. The regulation became
effective beginning August 1.

The diplomats of these countries,
the sources said, will have to ask
Foreign Ministry's Protocol Department
for permission three days in advance
ro travel outside Banglkok area. They
have to identify thelr destinations,

“countries,
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purposes, places of stay, detail of
vehicles used, and accompanying persons.

Furthermore, they also must provide
details of day to day programme during
their proposed trips cutside Bangkok,

According to the sources, the new
restriction was oripinally aimed at Viet-
aam as the result of the frequent unau-
thorized visits by Honoi diplomats based
in Bangkok to the Northeast. Most of
the Vietnamese refugees from the Dien
Rien Phu era live in Udon Thani, Nakhon
Phanom, Yasothorn and Nong Khai,

But the committee apreed to ineclude
nine other countries which also limit
the movement of Thai diplomats in their
"It ig based on the principle
of reciprocity," the sources said.

A western diplomat said that the
new regulation will certainly draw strong

yeactions from China, which has maintained

excellent relations with Thailand.

Tt is known among the diplomatic com-
munity in Bangkok that proper notifica-
tion to Foreign Ministry are required for
trips outside Bamgkok, Countries like the
Us, Australia, Canada do inform the minis-
try of their trips and purposes,

The committee, which is responsible
for the more stringent measures, comprises
senior officials from various intelligence
agencies including National Security Coun-
cil, Special Branch Division, Naticnal In-
telligence Agency, Internal Security Opera-
tion Command, Armed Forces Intelligence
Directorate and Foreign 'inistry's Poll-

‘tical Affairs Department.

An intelligence source said that some
Vietnamese refugees living in the Northeast
have sneaked into other parts of Thailand
without permission, They were detected in

Petchbun, Phattalung and Sonpkhla, accord-

ing to the source.

The source added security officials
suspect that some of them could be subver-
sive elements for Hanoi.

o
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OVER 60 THAT WOMEN DEPORTED BY JAPAN

About 60-70 Thai women were sent
back from Japan during the first 3 months
of this year after being caught engaging
in prostitution there, police sources
disclosed in late April.

‘The sources in the police task force
suppressing prostitution by Thai women
overseas told local reporfers that many
of these women were lured into prostitu-
tion by members of the Yakuza, the Ja-
panese term for their crime syndicates.

Some of the returnees were quoted
by the sources as saying that they were
often under constant harassment by gang
members who took away their passports to
prevent them from coming back.

The sources said Yakuza gang wembers
were behind the prostitution invelving
Thai women in many of the Japanese cities.

Most of the women who were sent back
were caught by Japanese authorities,

The sources said that Yakuza members
have been sent to Thailand to recruit Thai
women to work as prostitutes in .Japan.
Police have so far arrested a few of them.

Some of the women who have returned
said they were subject to frequent extor—
tion by Yakuza members who controlled the

Jbrothels.

Police have reported that more than
700 Thai women alleged to have been in-
volved in prostitution in Japan were ar-
rested and sent home last year,

They were charged with illegally en-
tering Japan, working without a permit or

overstaying.
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TRAG 'EXPELS' 300 THAT GIRLS

About 300 Thai women working
in Irag were ordered to leave the coun-
try in June due to a new Iragi labour
regulation, the Labour Department said
July 7, 1986,

Chamnarn Potchana, the directer
ceneral of the department, said most of
the women were employees of entertain-
ment places in Irag.

He said the Iragi Government had
issuad a regulation prohibiting female
workers from foreign countries to work
at bars, nightclubs and cabaret restau-
rants in the country. '

Chamnarn said 30 Thal women were
detained at the Iragi Immigrant Division
because their employers failed to pay
for their plane tickets.

He added that the Thai Embassy in
Irag had to find some ways and means to
help them.

He also warned Thai women who want
to work in Middle East to be careful and
make contracts with reliable job place-
ment agencies only.

BROTHEL RAIDED, 9 GIRLS RESCUED

Prachuab Khirikhan - Police and soldiers
rescued mine girls who were forced into
prostitution in a brothel in Tap Sakae
District on Augutst 8,

Police said 4 raid was launched
after a 19-year-old woman, identified
as Sai Tantinibhon, escaped from the bro-
thel and asked for help from an army unit
in the district.

Sai, who said she was a student of
a commercial school in the northern city
of Chiang Mai, told the authorities that
she was lured into prostituttion almost
two years apo when a man persuaded hev
to take a job as a cashier at his com-
pany in Samut Sakhom.




However, she said, she was instead
sent to a brothel there and was later
forced to move to another brothel in Tap

Sakae District,

Police arrested the owner of the
brothel but he was later released on

bail.
v 3@,:5 °

POLICE FACE OBSTACLES IN HALTING
GIRL EXPORTS

gutdated laws and poor coordination
among government agencies have hampered
police efforts to uproot the flesh trade
across the border, a senior police officer

said on August 9.

Pol Lt Col Prasert Chantrapiphat of
a police task force set up to prevent Thai
women from being lured into prostitution
abroad said there was an urgent need for
the improvement in the two areas because
the smuggling Thal women out of the coun-
trry had become more sophisticated,

He said that although the task force
has managed to crack down on several girl
exporting rings, the business continues
to exist because it is highly profitable,

Besides, the officer said, the demand
for Thai women to work at ‘night entertain-
ment places in some foreign countries was

high,

He added that export agents c¢an earn
a big profit if they export women to Japan.
The other destinations which make profits
were Hong Kong, Macao, Malasia, Singapore,
Brunei, Taiwan, West Germany and Middle
Eastern countries, Prasert said.

He said the Police Department had
done its utmost to cooperate with Public
Welfare Department, the Foreign Mintstry,
non—-povernmental organizations, and
foreign embassies in pangkok in prevent-
ing Thai women from being the victims of
the business.

The cooperation, he said, included
the tracing of victims and making ar-
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rangements for them to return home.,

According to the police officer,
the other preoblem in clamping down on
the lucrative business was that a number
of Thai women voluntarily leave the coun-
try to work as prostitutes with the hope
of finding a better life abroad,

He said the task force would streng-
then its public relations to inform women
of the hardships they could face overseas.

o o

SEX ABUSE RIFE AT JOB AGENCIES
PR TINSE

Many upcountry pgirls seeking jobs
at iob placement apencies at Hualampong
railway station have found themselves
ending up as rape victims of their re-
cruiters.

A women's group disclosed that it
has processed at least 10 cases of rape
as reported by thevictims themselves in
the past year,

The wife of a broker at one of the
job placement agencies admitted that
she had witnessed many rapes both by her
hushand and other job recruiters.

She described it as a "technique”
to force the rape victims to be subser-
vient to their recruiters.

Concerned women's rights groups re-
ported that such practice was spreading
to almost every job placement agency
near the railway station where hundreds
of teenapers arrive from upcountry daily
to look for jobs,. Most of the victims
who had the nighmarish exzperience were
too afraid to go to the police, they gaid,

Miss Najyanma Supapueng, a lawyer
of the Women Rights Protection Centre,
said some of the rape victims were found
abandoned in pathetic condition at Hua-
lampong station or Morchit bus terminal,

"Yery few of the victims we found
were willing to tell us what had happened
to them., Sometimes, it took them a month
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before they mustered the courage to ¥re-
late their ordeal,' she said.

Miss Naiyana said some of the victims
were very yoump and were virtually help-
less once they fall into the hands of the
unscrupulous job recruiters,

accounts
were vic—
herself was
circumstance,

One of the most credible
about how these country girls
timized came from a woman who
a rape vietim under a similar
The woman, identified only as Mrs Sai,
told loeal reporters that she had witnessed
many rapes in the office of one of the job
placement agencies at Hualampong railway
station.

"The job brokers believe that this
is the only way to make these country
girls submissive. And it is true that
once these girls were raped, they would
be too scared to run away or make & fuss
about the jobs they would be given,"
said Mrs Sai who lived with one of the job
brokers who had raped her a year ago.

Young job-seekers whose appearance
were attractive were undoubtedly most vul-
nerable to such cruel treatment, she said.

The brokers or the recruiters look
out for their potential victims who often
find themselves at a loss as soon as they
arrive at Hualampong station. The recrui-
ters are able to make a good impression on
the victims, who are mostly northeasterners,
because they speak the same dialect,

"The recruiters would be very friendly
to the girls who are mostly unaware of
their real motive,” said Mrs Sai.

Since most of the girls have no fami-
lies in Bangkok, the recruiters are quick
to offer them lodging at their offices
where they would virtually become their
prisoners. :

"There were also cases where the job
recruiters provided the victims with food
or drinks laced with sedatives once they
were taken to thelr offices,' she said.

Judging from her own experience, lirs
Sai believed that very few girls would be
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spared after they stepped into the officeg,
She recalled that on many occasious, there
were cries for help from the victims, but
they were simply ignored,

Most of the job placement agencies
set aside their second floors for lodging
for the job-seekers pending their job
assignments.

0fficials of the Friends of Women Centre
told reporters that even if any of the vie-
tims were willing to go to police afterwards,
they would have very little evidence to sup-
port their cases., 'Nobody wants to be their
witnesses," one official said.

The officials alleped some policemen
were bribed by the owners of job placement
agencies toshelve suchcases or te coerce
the victims to accept a compromise-mostly
in the form of token sum of money.

The Emergency Home and the Friends
of Women Centre, both set up to help women
and children in distress, are the only two
groups of concerned citizens who mainly
are monitoring the victimization of job-
seekers.

Currently, there are few rape victims
who are being taken cared of by the Emer-
gency Home.

Their officials admitted they were
frustrated by their lack of authority to
pursue the cases which often ended in a
compromise, Even if policemen were able
to arrest the suspects, there would be
very little evidence to file charges against

them,

In almost all cases, job recruiters
accused of rape would offer to pay cash
compensation to the victims for a settle-

ment.

Pathumwan police who are in charge
of the Hualampong area appeared reluctant
to discuss the rape charge when contacted
by concerned offieials. Pol Lt Col Rewat
Tammanont, the chief investigator of the
police station, admitted that there had
been '"few cases' of rape at some of the
job placement agencies.




He claimed that some of the cases,
happened with "the victims' congent,"
The police officer said these cases mostly
tgok place in the nelghhouring area under
the jurisdiction of Moppawong police sta-
tion,

But Pol Lt Col Pissanu Bunyaxat. the
chief of Noppawong police station said
most of the rape cases happened in Pathum-
wan area.

There are currently about 15-20 job
placement agencles, both legal and illegal,
in Hualampong area., They are mostly located
in a row of rundown shophouses and employed
youngsters as their job brokers,

Many of the job placement agencies
have agents who go tc the upcountry to
recruit cheap labour, Officials of the
women's groups urged authorities concerned
to pay more attention to these job placement
firms which are also known to exploit child

labour,

GIRL'S HOPE TURNS INTO NIGHTMARE
O,

Miss Daeng was full of hope when
she came to Bangkok from her hometown
in Kalasin in March this year to look
for a job, She recalled that as soon
as she arrived at Hualampong station
she was approached by a broker who
took her to the office of a job place-
ment agency nearby.

"] was taken to the second floor
of the office," she told officials of
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the Emergency Home later, 'They told
me to stay there until the next day.”

That night, the same man who picked
her up at the station raped her at knlfe-
point, 1tiss Daeng said a woman, whom
she believed to be the broker's wife,
vitnessed the incident and even helped
subdue her.

Apother rape victim, Miss Khiew,
16, came from Nong Khai and had worked
in a foodshop before decided to approach
one of the job placement agencies at
Hualampong station recently. She said
a broker tricked her into going up to
the second floor of the office.

"e told me there was nothing to
ba afraid of because there were & lot
of other job—seekers waiting up there,”
she recalled.

But as soon as Khiew was .taken up
to the second floor, several other girls
who had been there before hurriedly left
the room,

That same night, as Khiew was asleep
someone came in and raped her. "I eried
for help, but it seemed that nobody down-
stairs heard me," she said.

Khiew said she threatened to veport
the incident to the police but the job
placement agency OWRer intervened and
nsked her to compromise, She sald the
man who raped her offered to become her
husband.

Following some persuasive talks
and threats, Khiew said she had to accept
the "fait accompli”, Shé said she stayed
at the job agenecy for a while and learned
that many other victims were treated the
same Way. -

These are just two of the cases
which have been brought to the attention
of the officials of the Emergency Home -~
a private women's group which helps women
and children in distress.

The Emerpency Home, run by the Asso-
ciation of the Promotion of Woment's
Status whose members comprise female
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lawyers, academics, social workers and
women activists, has set up a booth at
both Hualampong station and Morchit hus
terminal where most of the country peo-
ple arrive to look for jobs.

Miss Naiyana Supapuens, a lawyer
of the Vomen Rights Protection Centre
which also helps in the effort, admitted
that it is extremely difficult to pursue
legal action apainst the unscrupulous
job placement apencies.

She said in one of the cases, she
succeeded in helping a rape victim pet
cash compensation from the job place-
ment agency where the rape took place,

Miss Naiyana said that her inter-
ferenc e in such cases often raised eye-
brows from policemen who appeared un-
willing to help., The lawyer also pave
the list of five job placement agencies
at Hualampong where she said raping of
joh-seekers often took place,

She said when some of the victims
decided to seek help from the Emergency
Home they were often persuaded by the
job brokers to drop the cases in return
for-some money, Sometimes, the job
brokers were able to locate the victims'
parents in the upcountry and sweet-talked
them into recalling their children even
before the cases could be processed
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HEALTH SURVEY ON WOMEN WORKERS

About 57 per cent of female workers
surveyed at textile factories in five
provinces were found to have varicose
veins in the legs while many were also
suffering from pelvic diseases as a re-
sult of long hours they spend standing,

The survey, conducted at 15 factoties
by the Occupational Health Pepartment of
Mahidel University, said meost of them are
between 20 - 34 years old,

Meanwhile, the Population and Social
Research Institute of the university has
launched a family planning programme for .
women factory workers. The programme is
being carried out in response to the 6th
National Economie and Scoecial Development
Plan which aims at curbing the birth rate
for 1987-1991 to 1.1 per cent annually,

An official of the institute said
the programme will be implemented over a
period of 12 months and is aimed at 2,000
female factory workers both in and out-
side Bangkok, aged from 15 -40.

POLICEWOMEN MAY TURN DETECTIVES

In a bid to upgrade women's social
status, Deputy Prime Minister Bhichai
Rattakul has proposed to the Police De-
partment to allow policewomen handle in-
vestigation works,

Mrs Asoke Sunthornsarathoon, secre-
tary general to the National Women's De-
velopment Council, said Bhichai in his
capacity as the council chairman had sent
4 message to the Police Department on
April 1 urging the department to appoint
policewomen as investigators,

The proposal was adopted during a
neeting of a subcommittee appointed to
find ways and means in solving women la-
bour problems. The subcommittee pointed
out that policewomen had been assigned
to work in various fields such as adminis—
trative works, medical and sclentific
affairs, and that they have successfully
carried out the assignments.




FARMER ENDS 7_YEAR PROTEST

After 2 years of picketing in front
of the Govermment House, farmer Pornpit
Muensri and her buffalo were sent home to
Nakhon Sawan on August 26, 1986 following
a promise by officials to settle the dis~-
pute concerning the ownership of her harm-

land.

Mra Pornpit, accompanied by her best
friend "Choei," had been picketing since
September 1984 after the authorities de-
clared the plot of land in Non Bua Dis-
trict, Nakhon Sawan on which she had owned
and worked for more than 30 years a public

property.

She had lived in a temporary shelter
on the cormer of Makhon Sawan Road just
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opposite the Govermment House since the
start of her lone demonstration.

Dusit District Chief Siri Prempri on
August 24 morning led a team of officails
to demolish the Lemporary house and pro-
vided a truck to transport for Mrs Porn-
pit and her buffalo back to Nakhon Sawan

Province.

e said officials of Dusit District
and the Prime Minister's Office discussed
the matter several times and decided in
their last meeting to re—survey the dis-—
puted land in Nong Bua pistrict to de-
termine if the land legally helonged to
Mrs Pornpit and her fellow farmers as
claimed by her,

Mrs Pornpit willingly agreed to re-
turne home, but took about 20 minutes
before employees could manage to push
her buffalo into a truck which finally
tock them to Nakhon Sawan, ending the
two-year demonstration,

Photo show Mrs Pormpift sitting on Choei's
back and showing the map of the disputed
land in Nong Bua District during her
pecketing.
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DEATH AND INJURY TOLL AT WORKPLACES UP

Accidents at workplaces last year
killed 315 workers and injured more
than 40,000 others, a senior labour of-
ficial said on June 2, 1985,

Chanasak Yuvapurna, deputy director
general of the Labour Department, said
more than 1,000 were physically injured
and not able to work again,

He said the figures were based on
the reported cases and the applications
from the Labour Compensation Fund,

‘but the actual death and injury toll

might be higher.

Most of the accidents were caused
by poor working environment which became
hazardous both physically and psychologi-
cally, said the deputy director general.

He said some employers refused to
cooperate with the authorities in report-
ing about the accidents and declined to
help the injured workers and their fami-

lies,

He added that government hospitals
and health offices throughout the country
were readv to help and advise workers
injured from industrial aceldents ox
chemical exposure.

br Pirote Ningsanonda, director
general of the Health Department, said
the number of labourers killed and injured
while working increased at the rate of
0.037 per cent every year.

The most frequent accidents, he
sald, were the losses of fingers which
registered 24.20 per cent, followed by
15 per cent for the lost of visual capa-
bilicty, 13.21 per cent for the lost of
legs, and 8.53 per cent for the lost
of arms.

Meanwhile, speakers at a seminar on
"Work Safety for Better Labour Relations"
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held on June 2, 1986 at the Asia Hotel
called on both employers and workers to
work closely together to increase the
safety at their workplaces.

Dr Asa Meksawan, deputy permanent
secretary for interior, said better la-
bour relations depends greatly on the
attitude of both employers and employees
toward each other,

He said good perception of the two
parties derived from their realization
of both physical and psychelogical neds
of the others and therefore the provi-
sion of work safety was crucial to build
mutual confidence,

Without cooperation from workers
and their employers, the enforcement of
the existing nine labour protection le-
gislations would never be effective, he
added.

Vichai Thosuwanchinda of the Laboor
Congress of Thailand called on employers
to recognize the role of labour unions
and join hands to build safety in work-
places,

He said employers should pay more
attention to safety measures in their
firms, He added that when employees felt
safe at their workplaces, they would
contribute more to their works,

Chamnarn Pimolrat of the Employers
Confederation proposed close consulta-
tion between workers and their employers
in exploring safety measures In workplaces
and maintaining machines and equipment
in good ceondition,

He said consultation and cooperation
between thetwo parties would lead to
better labour relations.

&

3

GOVT CENTRE TREATS 97 WORKERS FOR INJURIES

Ninety-seven people injured while
working have sought treatment at the in-
dustrial Rehabilitation Centre since last
July and 44 of them have returned to work.




Mrs Amporn Jjunenanond, director of
the Compensation Fupnd Office, sald on
August 9 that among the 44 labourers, 23
of them had returned to their old jobs in
factories while 14 others had been em-
ployed in new jobs and the rest had
started thelr own businesses.

The ceutre, which was set up in Pa-
thumthani last year with the assistance
of the Japanese government, offers in-
jured workers not only rehabilitation,
but also vacational training, she said.,

According to labour iaws, the la-
bourers are entitled to treatment worth
up to 20,000 haht without charge.

oy
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WORKERS UNDERPALD

About 60 per cent of workers employed
by some 18,000 businesses with more than
10 employees 1in Bangkok earn less than
the official minimum wage, said a unionist

on April 28.

Ppanas Thailuan, secretary general of
the National Congress of Thail Labour ,- said
about 400,000 enployees of these businesses
including regtuarants, 8as station, small
factories, and retall stoves were paid
between &00 - 1,200 baht a month despite
the minimum wage in the city set by the
Interior MimistTy {g 70 Baht a day or equi-
yalent to 2,100 baht monthly.

The unionist also charged that most
of these businesses had persistently
failed to observe the labour laws such
as refusing to allow their employees te
enjoy at least 13 official holidays
throughout the yeart and the failure to
pay the workers twice as much as their
wages for the overtime,

P 1 R

WORKERS DEMAND TNCREASE IN MINIMUM WAGE

Employees' representatives in the
tripartite Wage Committee oOn September
9 gubmitted a letter to Deputy Interior
Minister Chaleo Watcharapuk to demand an
adjustment of the minimum wage this year.

The letter, received by Chaleo him-
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self, cited five reasons to support the
request for a pay yise from 70 to 76 baht
a day for unskilled workers.

Followings are the Yeasons cited by
the employees' representatives:

1} The current rate of 70 baht has
been frozen for almost two yealrs while
the cost of living hag increased by 3,5
per cent since January, 1985 when the mini-
mum wapge was adjusted for the last time.
A further freeze of the wapge will only be-
nefit employers.

2y  Workers are suffering from mal-
qutrition mainly due to 1ack of purchasing
power, They don't pet enough body-build-
ing substances essential to good health
such as protein and carbohydrate.

3) The minimum Wage should be in-
creased because employers have already be-
nefitted from the reductions of electrici-
ty, water as well as interest rates.

4) Workers lack purchasing power.
The wage increase will help boost the over-
all economy.

5) The production cost has increased
slowly-only 16-18 per cent, But export
value rose by 19,000 million pant in the
first eight months of this year, represent-
ing bright economic future.

The letter also called for wage rises
for workers in other provinces and an im-
mediate meeting of the tripartite Wage
comnittee to discuss the possibility of the
wape adjustment this year.

Meanwhile, Directo?r of the Labour
Department Chamnarn Pochana saild the wage
increase 1s unlikely this year because the
cost of living remains unchanged and prices
of cash crops have fallen.

He said the adjustment of the minimum
wage should be consideted next year or when
the economy TecoVers.




38

12
J.Rht

by

v

mini-
e,

al-
asing
1i1d-
th

> opver-—

reased
atrt

the
resent—

rises
n im-
ne

of the

yur
: wage

ise the
i prices

ninimum
cr when

UNEMPLOYMENT TO RISE

Number of theunemployed this year
is expected to reach two million as against
last year's 1.7 million, according to the
latest Employers Confederation of Thailand's

report,

The report said the country's unem-
ployment situation has worsened this second
half of the vear when 80,000 - 100,000 new
graduates entered the labour market, thus
deteriorating the labour ecrisis, The orga-
nization forecast there would be about
2,000,000 unemployed throughout the countyy
by the end of this year, a 300,000 increase
compared to the number of last year.

Apart from the new graduates, the num-
ber of jcbless people have been on the rise
due to the increasing rate of students who
failed to pass the entrance examination,
the mass lay-offs and the Thail workers in
foreign countries who are forced to return
home because of unfavourable economie situa-
tion in those countries.

The report noted that number of labour
disputes is tended to decline this year,
There were 220 labour disputes involving
49,037 workers lodged with the Central Labour

Court last year,.

o
WORKERS UNAWARE OF LABOUR LAWS

A study showy that 17 per cent of
wokers are unaware of the minimum welfare
and other benefits they are entitled to
receive under the existing labour pro-
tection law while 48 per cent of them pre-
fer to have the provision improved.

The study, conducted by a team of
Thammasat University researchers on "The
Welfare Benefits for Workers as a Means
to Improve Labour Relatiomns," found that
most of the labourers who have nc idea
about the provision are low-income and
non~union female workers.

It also says that employees of state
enterprises, commercial banks, and hotels
constitute the highest percentage of wor-
kers who arr aware of the labour laws,
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According to the study, about 57 per
cent of the labourers say their employers
have never asked their opinions about the
welfare benefits given to them and add
that they understand little about the regu-
lations of their companies on the matter.

 Most of the workers, the study says,
believe that their employers are able to
bear the cost of improving their employee'
welfare and they voice thelr dissatisfac-
tion with what they arve currently given
by thelr compauies.

However, when asked about their choice
between an improvement of thelr welfare
benefits and a wage increase, the majority
cf the labourers say they prefer the latter,
reasoning that an increase in the welfare
benefits is incompatible with a pay hike
in uplifting their living standard.

However, the study says that the la-
bourers in some work seetors such as the
textile industry, which has been badly hit
by the economic recession and increasing
protectionism, have a better understanding
of the position of the management of their
companies and voice their satisfaction on
what they presently earmn,

It says although the govermment in
consultation with representatives of the
workers and employers decided to freeze
the minimum wage adjustment in the past
two years due to the unfavourable economic
climate, employers should pay more atten-
tion to an improvement of the welfare be-
nefits for their employees,

They should also cooperate among
themselves and with the other private and
government agencies to study the needs of
the labourers and plan for better personnel
management as well as improved labour
relations systems, it suggesta.

It alsc recommends that owners of
private firms encourage their employees
to organize themselves into groups to pro-
vide assistance to their colleagues to
supplement the welfare given by the com=-
panies,

The groups and also labour unions,
they study says, should also be encouraged




to take a leading role in educating workers
on the regulations and iabour protection
legislations concerning the minimum welfare
benefits to which they are entitled.,

The researchers finally call on the
government to speed up the introduction of
a health insurance scheme and the social
security system.

LABOUR OFFICTIALS URGE MORE
POLLCY~-MAKING BY WJORKERS .

Lack of participation by employees
of state enterprises in the policy-making
ted to 54 labour disputes im the last
5 years affecting 124,121 workers, said
a senior labour officials recently.

Speaking on ''Labour Problems in
State Enterprises’ at the Civil Service
‘Commission Office, Wong Chanthong of the
Labour Relations Division gaid mest of
the labour conflicts in state enterpises
resulted from sudden changes of policy
in the organizations which could adversely
affect the employment status of their em-
ployses. He cited shifts in marketing
and production strategies, reductions of
employees to cut production costs and re-
organizations as examples.

He said decisdons to shift policies
were normally made by top executives of
these state enterprises with little or
no participation by lower-ranking em-
ployees despite their impact on the
workers.

The policy of the government to pri-
vatize some financial-ailing public enter-
prises such as the Telephone Organization
of Thailand, the Bangkok Mass Transit Au-
thority, and the Mass Communications Au-
thority of Thailand was also one of the
main causes of misunderstandings among

“workers, The administrators of the orga-
nizations failed to explain the policies
to the employees, whose emplpyment status
was inevitably affected by them, he said.

Moreover, he added, the executives
of these agencies always paid inadequate
attention to the opinions of their sub-
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ordinates in formulating plaus and in con-
sidering demands by the workers for im-
proved working conditions,

According to Wong, administrators of
some state enterprises took a hard posi-
tion in negotiating with the workers, who
tried to resist changes that would have a
negative impact on them.

He cited the long-standing dispute in
the State Railways of Thailand (SRT) as an
example, saying that the SRT management re-
qued to be abide by the ruling of the ar-
bitration committee on the backpay of some
12,000 railmen whose status had been up-
graded from a daily to a monthly basis.

The conflict led to two railway strikes,
in November 1984 and July 1985.

_ The labour official 'said labour pro-
blems in state enterprises were extremely
delicate and management should employ the
art of negotiation and compromise to pre-
vent the conflicts from becoming strikes.

Hle said work stoppages by employees
who are well-organized and always success-—
ful in calling for support from labour
unions at other public enterprises disrupt
seryices to the public, and the people are
the ultimate victims.

CRACKDOWN WORRIES CITY'S BLIND MUSICIANS

Blind musicians' bands are having
more difficulty making a living now be-
cause the authorities have banned their
street performances, the Blind Associa-
tion of Thailand said on April 14,

The association spokesman said he
has received complaints from blind musi-
cians about the tough police action
against them, TPolice said their pexr-
formances on the pavements inconvenienced
pedestrians and obstructed traffic flow.

"Members of dozeans of blind bands
are suffering from the police action ...
some have gonme without food for days be-
cause open-air performances are a way for
the blind to make a tiving," he sald,
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He said the association representa-
tives had recently met Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Pol Lt Gen Sawaeng Thirasa-
wat and Deputy Bangkok Governor Chalard
Thirapatr to seek the end of the crack-
down on blind musicians, but the problem
has so far remained unsolved,

According to the spokesman, the asso-
ciation will soon call a meeting of the
blind bands to discuss the issue. There
are about 50 bands made up of about 300
blind musicians in Bangkok, and about 30
of them perform in public places.

oy G gl Vad

BLIND VENDORS' RALLY FORCIBLY BROKEN UP

Anti-riot policemen broke up a
rally by about 100 blind lottery vendors

z
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in front of Premier Prem Tinsulanonda's
Sisac residence on April 23,

Many of the blind vendors, who were
demanding larger lottery quota, were
forcibly evicted after they ignored an
order to leave,

The protesters were later taken to
a spot near the Government House where
they staged another rally.

President of the Association of the
Blind of Thailand Samran Semathong told
reporters that some of the vendors were
roughly handled. He said some lost their
canes or had them broken.

One week before the proest, the blind
vendors unsuccessfully sought help from
the Lottery Bureau to increase the quota
of lottery tickets allotted to them fort-
nightly. They then decided to take
their case to the prime minister.

N e N




A blind beggar is struegling to
set himself free as & policeman and an
official of the Public Welfare Depart-
ment try to arrest him in late September
at Chakrapadipong jntersection, in Bang-
kok.. :

The pauper, who was satd to be pre-
tending as a blind, later hroke loose
from the prasp of the authorities and
managed to run away jnto a nearby side-
street,

police and officials of the Public
Welfare Department have launched a cam—
paign to arrest beggars who become public
nuisances on city streets and pedestrian
bridges. ’

The authorities gaid begging has
become a lucrative business operated by
gangsters who drop the crippled children
to bep at crowded places in the morning
and pick them up iate in the evening.

TR
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PUBLIC WELFARE DEPT DETAINS 500 BEGGARS

About 500 beggars in Bangkok were
rounded up since the beginning of this
year, a senior official of the Public
Wwelfare Department said,

Director Gemeral Pramool Chancham-
nong gaid most of the begpars worked for
gyndicates which provided them with pro-
tection.

He saild the syndicates brought poor
people from uncountry to work as beggals
in the city.

He said the department will seek co-
operation from the police in taking ac-
tion against these gangs. He also urged
people not to give money to the beggars.

Promool also gaid that the depart-
ment is trying to take action against
Buddhist nuns who are seen begging for
alms on the streets.

prlm‘:"*gj

SETTLEMENTS FOR THE POOR URGED

On September 15, 1986 social
workers called on the government O
develop unused iand in the city into
settlements for the poor.

rigs Pratheep Ungsongtham of
puanpratheep Foundation gaid that po-
verrment agencies should play a greater
role in solving the slum problem in
the metropolis and the other major pro-
vinces by developing unused land in
thege cities into well-pianned communi-
ties for the poor.

gpeaking at Thammasat University
during the discussion on the glum pro-
blem, the 1978 Magsaysay Award winner
said the govermment should realize that
the poor had the rights to stay and work
in major cities together with rich people.

She sald poor people needed to live
in the heart of the city where jobs were
available and that i+ was unrealistic to
move them to city's outskirts because
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they could not cope with hish transporta-
tion costs.

Meanwnile, this vear's Mapsaysay Award
winner on the community development Rev
John Daly who was visiting Thailand also
urged governments in Asia to stop pursuing
the western development strategy in dealing
with the squatter problem,

He said they should stiek tothe eastern
culture which gives importance to the peace-
ful co-existance instead of using forced
eviction which could lead to unrest,

o

SQUATTERS SET UP 'VICE-FREE ZONE'

More than 500 squatters living ou
a plot of land in Soi Wat Phai Singto
off Rama IV Road have stepped up efforts
to make their community a 'vice and gar-
bage-free zone' in an attempt to seek
sympathy from the city administration, a
alum leader said.

Khanay Chanpuang, the community
leader, said the dwellers have given up

‘pambling, using drugs well as illegal

ways of livinp - a move which he claimed
is aimed at erasing the bad image of
slum people. *

He said the squatters, who have in-
sisted on staying on the land in Klong
Toey despite an order for their eviction
issued by the Bangkok Metropolitan Ad-
ministration (BMA) last year, also wanted
to impress the BMA by developing their
community.

The BMA early last year evicted
dwellers in the slum to pave the way for
the construction of the Rajadapisek Road,
Houses in the slum were dismantled by
city workers despite strong resistance
from slum people.

However, some squatters in Soi Wat
Phai Singto have stayed put in the slum
and the city administration did not take
forcible action against them for they
live outside the construction area.

Khanay said these people have lived
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there for more than 30 years, He said
since the completion of the construction
of the road,. the squatters have been feel-
ing uncertain about their future,

He said the idea for squatters to
improve their means of living came when
their demand for help was rejected by
several agencies., Khanay said the agen-
cies reparded the slum as "dirty community
and source of narcotics and criminals,”

"Community leaders agreed that the
living conditions of people in the slum
should be improved by slum people them-
selves. And it was not difficult to ask
for cooperation from the squatters who
are ready to do anything in order to fur-
ther live on the land,

"Now, there is no gambling, narco-
ties or thieves in our slum because the
slum committee has tried to find jobs for
the unemployed," he said,

According to Khanay, Bangkok Governor
Chamlong Srimuang in June invited repre-
sentatives from the slum to attend a deve-
lopment course and urged all of them to
help develop the community,

The slum along Rajadapisek koad in Klong
Toey where sguatters are seeking sympathy
from the BMA by developing their community
themselves.




FANILIES FIGHT EVICTLION

About 200 fimilies living in a slum
behind Baan Phitsanuloke state puesthouse
in mid May started to seek a reprieve to
an order for their eviction.

The squatters said they were ordered
by the Dusit District officials to move
out by the end of May.

The said that since the new school
year just started, they would not have
time to look for new places to live and
want the authorities Lo extend the deadline.

] L

Photo above shows a squattar surrounded
by slum children showing the eviction order,

. - . -

larer on May 14, over 300 squatters
from two city slums urged the authorities
to put off the dealines for their eviction
until they have found new places to =settle
in, .

About 200 from the slum on Rajadapisek
Road, rallied at the headquarters of the
Capital Security Command {CSC) to air their
grievance with Supreme Commander Gen Arthit
Kamlang-ek., The squatters said they were
threatened with eviction but they did not
know where to move [o.

Officials of the CSC later inspected
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the slum area owned by the State Railway
of Thailand (SRT) which subsequently agred
to a reprieve.

Meanwhile, another group of 100 squat-
ters demonstrated in fromt of the Dusit
District office. They squatters were from
the slum behind the Phitsanuloke state
puesthouse.

An official of the district office
accepted their appeal to be passed on to
the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
(BMA). They said they would try to find
the squatters a new plot of land,

x

Photo shows squakters from Rajadapisek
slum rallying in front of the CSC head-
guarters on May 14,

SOUATTERS FIGHT POLICE

About 300 angry squatters resisting
eviction at a slum on Rajadapisek Road on
August 8 engaged in a brief scuffle with
police that left a few of them injured.

The scuffle broke out as about 20
Suthisarn policemen stormed into the slum
to seize Manas Thongchan, 40, a leader of
the slum community, but only found them-
selves pverpowered by a mob of squatters,
Pllice decided to retreat after a 15-minute
struggle., About 3-4 squatters reportedly
sustained minor injuries in the incident,
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A police officer said a warrant has
been issued for the arrest of Manas for
allesedly instigating his colleagues to
;esist\the evicticon o:der.*

4

She is one of several families of
squatters facing eviection,

Meanwhile, representatives from the
Capital Security Command, the State Rail-
ways of Thailand (SRT) and the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA) met to
seek ways to end the prolonged dispute
between the SRT and the squatters. Re-
presentatives from the slum were invited
to to the joint meeting.

The SRT has been trying to evict the
slum dwellers in the area in order to pave
‘the way for the construction of a trade
centre on the five rai plot of land,

Above, Suthisarn police are seen on PLIGHT OF AN OLD SOUATTER

full alert after the scuffle.
LT N PR L
%¥

If Mrs Chamnong Niamsopha 1is evicted
this time it would probably be her fast,
"But T will fight to stay on hear because
I know I wom't be able to live much lon-
ger,'" said the 83-year-old woman who is
probably the oldest among the 400 families
of squatters in the slum off Rajadapisek
Road,

TALL BURDEN ON TIRED SHOULDERS

Mrs Chamnong Niamsopha, 83, is seen

here gathering her belongings as she pre-
pares to move out of the slum on Ratcha-
dapisek Road on July 9, 1986,

For three months after the first evic-
tion order was issued, the squatters have
been living under constant fears.

Mrs Chamnong and her family have been
living there for eipght years and are among
the pioneers of thegsettlers, She told re-
porters that she will fight through every

means to stay on in the slum, "1 want to
die here,” she said.
For her, this is definiely not the

first time that she 1s facing an eviction.
She-remembers that she first became a squat-
. ter as far back as the late 1950's when she
illegally settled down in a piece of land
nearKlong Lord, And from then on, she
moving from one slum to another until she
moved to the present site eight vears ago,

"I never own a house or land in my
entire life," she said bitterly,

Mrs Chamnonpg is too old teo work aund
has to depend on her five grandchildren
for support. They are just kids who are
learning about life the hard way. The




oldest is only 1& and they have to work
after schools everyday to earp some money.

All of Mrs Chamnong,'s oun children
have left her to take care of the kids.
"] want all my grandchildren toO have good
education. Maybe, someone will be kind
erough to help them," she said.

Mrs Chamnong in 2 resigned mood looking
out of the window in her house. '

e W
HALTING SPREAD OF SLUMS 18 A MUST - SEMINAR

The government must lay down a clear-
cut policy omn how to stop the prolifera.
tion of slum areas, which is seriously hin-
dering efforts to improve the living condi-
tions of squatters in exlsting slums.

The call was made during the three-day
seminar on the problem of slums, organized
by the Faculty of Public Health of Hahidol
University in May.

Dr Debhanom Muangman, dean of the

faculty, said the problem of slum has
reached national level because it is
affecting not only Bangkok but other pro-
vinces as well,

Debhanom, who is chief of the Slum
Improvement Project, told the Press that
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government and private agencles have

been able to provide assistance to improve
the 1living conditions of squatters in more
than half of the slums in the city. 'But
the efforts can never solve the problem be-
cause more slums keep springing up," he said.

The seminar, held at the New Imperial
Hotel, was aimed at standardizing the dif-
ferences in dealing with the issue for bet-
ter coordination among agencies concerned.
Participating in the seminar were Tepre—
sentatives from 24 agencles, including the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, Labour
Department, First Army Region, Council of
Social Welfare of Thailand, World Health
Organization, UNICEF and the Family Plan-
ning Taternational Assistance (a private

US agency).

Debhanom said the latest survey con-
ducted by the BMA and the N tiomal Housing
Authority found 526 slums in Bangkok, But
an aerial survey by NHA found as many as
1,021 slums, he said.

and we still don't know how the exact
figure of slums in Bangkok,' he said.

During the course of the seminar, SOmE
participants called for a new definition of
the word 'slum' (or officially referred to
as crowded community) so that it ecan be
used as a standard in deciding the number
of such communities.

The seminar also apgreed to appoeint a
joint government—privata committee to ap-—
proach the improvement of the enviromment
and living conditions for the squatters,
both in and outside Bangkok,

. 1t was agreed that the traditional
poliey in coping with siums by demolishing
them and building new apartments for
squatters was impractical because of the
high cost involived, The NHA said that

the construction of each apartment unit
costed about 150,000 baht.

The seminar participants agreed that
the most practical way todeal with the
problem is te introduce programmes to im—
prove the living conditions and environ-
ments for the squatters.
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"It's rime that the government adopt
a clear-cut policy to contain the proli-
feration of the slums and to prevent the
existing ones from expanding,” Debhanom
said.

ey

One of the resolutions adopted at
the seminar yas a plan to ask povern-
ment agencies and state enterprises to
lease out their vacant land for housing
purpose, Most of the land in this cate-
gory are rented to private businessmen
for commercial purpose.

Trespassing of the land by squatters
have often been reported. Klong Toey slum,
the biggest slum in Bangkok, is located on
a plot of land owned by the Port Authority
of Thailand.

SOUATTERS IN JUNK-FOR~-LAND BID

More than .70 families, squatters near
the city parbage disposal site in Soi Onnuj
have organized monthlv junk sales to raise
funds to buy a piece of land for a new set-
tlement,

About 300 squatters, starting in the
end of May, once a menth join hands Lo
collect junk from the site and sell it to
traders te raise money to buy 5-rai of
land nearby for one miliion baht, on
which to build new shelters. = The land

shall be bought in instalwments.

The fund was set up with 100-baht
monthly contributions by each family,
but amount is till short of the first
required payment.
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The city, meanwhile, agreed to alloy
them to stay on the land until they find
a mnew settlement.

Sen Boontham, a representative of
the squatters, said each of them earn about
70 baht daily from the business. He added
that if the land was bought, each of the
70 families would get 120 square metres of
land on which to build their shelters,

The sfuatters, who live on land owned
by the city, were recently ordered to move,
but after talks with City Govermnor Cham~
long Srimuang, they decided to take the
governor's advice and set up the fund.

On May 26, about 300 people from abour
70 families in Onnuj area eventually launched
what is known to be "Sell Garbage for Cha-
rity" project so that some income could be
earned to buy a piece of land to accommodate
some of the slum-dwellers evicted from their
original living areas.

Some of the slum-dweelers disclosed to
the Press that they had in fact started the
contribution spree sometime ago, with each
family contributing 10 baht a day to the
fund and so far, they have managed to col-
lect a total of 40,000 baht., However, on
June 2, the first down payment of 50,000
was to be made to the landowner for a five
rai piece of land there., Hence the '"Sell
Garbage for Charity" project,

The plan shall eventually allot about
80 sguare wah to each evicted slum family
in that area once the project is completed,
The charity activity will be carried out
once a month, with an aim to make 2,000
baht each time.

And to achieve that, wvillagers gather
around the garbage dump to collect every
thing that could be sold to contribute to
the fund, And these items include waste-
paper, empty bottles, copper and aluminium
—anything at all that could be sold in re-
turn for some money.

Soi Onnuj's Garbage Dump is known to
be Thailand's largest parbage centre,
Now, with the initiative of the local
people, it is being turned into something
very contructive, The smell does net
bother the people with a good heart. The



waste could be turned into something mean—
ingful.

Let this type of idea spread all over
the country., The grass—roots people could
be in a better position to determine their
own lives, They could help develop Ehe
country through self-help rather than
having to rely only on the government.

vll ‘I'ﬁi%“; fl’ﬁ'-\l:ﬁ".'
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HUMAN RIGHTS SECTLION

Legal Aid Service

ATERRRITY

On April 28, 1986, 14 villagers
from land disputed area in Nakhon Sawan
province led by Mrs Grae Sorada came to
CceRS and seeked advice from the Human
Rights Secticon on the possibility of
presenting their urgent petition to the
concerned authorities.

After serkous consultation, 1t was
mutually agreed that this petition should
be submitted to 3 major political parties
in the present coalition government: the
Social Action Party, the Chart Thai Party
and the Democrat Party.

It was strongly recommended that
the petition should also be submitted to
the Prime Minister through his office.

ft was the first step to push the
igsue to the parliament. The villagers
however were guite determined to seek le-
gislative change on certain laws govern-
ing land ownership. The 1936 Land Act
was the particular law that the villagers
wished 'to be revoked. '

The existing law requires a new law
approved by the lHouse of Parliament to
revoke it. Therefore, they decisively
tobbied members of the House to introduce
a new law so that the Ministry of Interior
is prevented from taking away their land
based on authority given to it in the

existing law.

It may take 1 or 2 years before they
could succeed. But at least, they have
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avoided using violent means EO fight the
provincial officials for the time belng.

On the same occasion, Mrs Grae
gorada also brought with her 2 represen—
tatives of villagers from Tambon Khao
Thong, Phayuhakiri Digtrict, Nakhon
gawan Province LO CGRS office.

Mr Yoot Khanitha and Mrs Tham Kham-
khom, representing 18 families,also
facing eviction because the same 1936
Land Act, formally fitled a complaint
with CGRS that the previous government
had planned to puild a Mental Hospital
in their 900 rais of land.

This proposed hospital would be
under the direct responsibility of the
Ministry of Public Health.

After the first series of con-
gultation, the WO representatives
from Phayuhakiri District decided also
to submit their petition to Mr Marut
Boonnag, the Minister of Public Health.

In their petition, they formally -
urged the Minister, 2 highly regarded
lawyer and. lecturer of law, to order
an urgent investigation and find a
alternative location for the project.

The %00 rais of good farm Land
has been occupied and cultivated by
18 families for many generations without
any previous threat of eviction by any
previous governmant. These villagers
would definitely become landless peasants
if no alternative {ocation is found for
building the ggfpital.
T s TR
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Suroj Trirat N 3

un  Somnuk
Dej—kriengkraisoiila:sa’

In April 1985, CGRS received a
complaint from Mrs Sa-nguan Trirat claim-
ing that her son had been arrested by a
Thai military unit on June 8, 1983 and
she could not find out his whereabouts
from the authorities involved.

Despite her continucus effort to
inquire with local military command of
Northern Military Region Command in Nan
Province and the Police Regional Command,
no responsible officials could tell her
where his son, Surcj Trirat, was being
detained or any arrest report had been
filed,

After serious consultations, CGRS
decided to take up the case and set out
to investigate this particular "disap-
pearance" case.

The followings are fact and circum-—
Stantial evidences which have been com--

Piled by the Human Rights Section:-
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1} Preliminary investigation has

been concluded that a total of 9 persoms
were arrested by a Thai military unit at
a road block located between Nan Province
and Phitsanuloke Province on the night

of June &, 1983 at about 10.00 pm.

Huey-Nam-Oon Check-Point,

2} List of Disappeared Persons

Suroj Trirat, male, 32, resident

of Bangkok.

Somnuk Dejkrieng~kraisorn, male,
26, resident of Bangkok.

Nikorn Ungkathavorn, male, 30,
resident of Bangkok,

Unidentified male, 38, resident
of Perchburi Province.

Unidentified female, 23, resident
of Northeastern region.

Unidentified male, 33, resident
of Northeastern region.

Unidentified male, 24, resident
of Northeastern region.

Unidentified female, 20, resident
of Lumpang Province.
Unidentified male, 33, resident

of Nakorn-rajsima Province.

3) Place of Arrest

S5a Districe,

Nan Province (Approx1mately 8-Hour dllve
north of Bangkok).

4) Date and Time of Arrest

June 8, 1983 at about 10 pm.

5) Possible Chqrges

Collaborating with communist
insurgents, violations of the
Anti-Communist Act, 1952,
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TOYOTA Hilux, Col: light brown,
round headlights, License Plate
No. 2M 3460 registered in Bang-
kok.

Special feature: Black top,
black flintcoat on lower part
of the body.

Front seats: light brown
2 rows of back seat: same

Radio: Beltek with 2 speakers
installed on both side of frout
seats.

Air—-conditioned with filter
£i1lm on windshield and windows.

No special markings on outside
of the body except for a broken
right tail light.

Engine No, 12R2259217

Body No. RN&DQ70779

Former registered owner of the
vehicle: Mrs Siriwan Dilokrat-—

ampol.

7) Priver: Suraj Trirat

8) Passengers: 8 persons~also
Teportedly arrested at the

game time.
P - v

VENTS, {leading up to
he O disappearances)

the arrest of t

In the early morning of June 7,
1983, Suroj Trirat left Bangkok driving
a light brown TOYOTA Hilux pick-up truck.
He was heading for Nan Province on his
regular trip selling agricultural tools
and equipments.

He reportedly stayed overnight
in Nan provincial town.
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The next morning of June 8, 1983,
about 10.00 pm., Suroj drove his vehicle
back from Nan Province with 8 passengers
believed to be 6 villagers origimally
from the Northeastern region and Z other
passengers believed to be former stu-
dents.

This group of 8 passengers were
1ater alleged by the military to be
former guerrillas of the Communist Party
of Thailand {(CPT}. They were presumably
on their way to surrender to the authori-
ties and wished to live peacefully as law
abiding citizens as general amnesty was
granted to them, or any CPT's cadres,
guerrillas or supporters, by the Executive
order No. 66/2523 1ssued by the Office of
the Prime Minister in 1980.

tfhen Surcj and 8 passengers arrived
at the Huey-Nam-Oon Check-Point, a road
block set up by the military in Sa District
of Nan Province, Cthey were stopped by &
armed unit posted there. This partiecular
roadblock was reportedly manned by 2 joint

Civilian-Police-Military Unit under the

direction of the Internal Security Opera—
tions Command {ISOC) of Nan Province.

As a routine security procedure, Surocj
was requested to identify himself as driver
and actually signed his name on the entry
of the log at execty 21.52 hogr.

After showing his driver license to
the joint security unit on duty and having
signed his name in the register book inside
the security boot, he was subsequently ar-
rested with 8 other passengers at the check
point. However, no arresting officers
have been identified at the time of the
report of this incidence.

Later on, Suroj's family learmed about
his arrest in Nan Province, Suroj's mother,
Mrs Sa-nguan and one of his brothers, went
to Nan to find out about his whereaboufs.

Out of grave concern. for Suroj's safty,
they went to meet with some Army Intelli-
gence Officers in Nan on June 21, 1983.

They were recelved by 5 supposedly Intel-
ligence Officers in civilian clothes.
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Instead of giving her information on
Suroj's whereabouts, or what charges he
was arrested on, the plain-clothed offi-
cers started to ask many questions about
Suroj's personal background, his attitude
towards life, his social behaviey, hisg
past activities duting his'collge years
and afterwvards.

However, Mrs Sa~nguan was casually
informed during the interview that Suroj
was arrested alomg with his passengers
wio were suspected of being CPT's opera-
tives and supporters.

Suroj's mother was also told that her
son was being detained and charged with

t¢cllaboration with the communist insurgents.

Mrs Sa-nguan also was informed at the end
of the interview that Suroj was being de—
tained for questipgning at the Intelligence
Section under the 3rd Army Region at Fka—

tosaros Camp in Phitsanuloke Provirce.
And if she wished, she could to to see him
there on the same day. ‘

Mrs fa-nguan and relatives then
rushed to the Ekatosaros Camp, a huge
military camp in Phitsanuloke Province
after the meeting as suggested by the
intelligence officer,

Upon arrival, on June 23, Mrs Sa-
nguan and relatives were allowed to
meet the interogation officers there,
But one of them flately denied having
received any arrest report of the 9
individuals at the time and date as
claimed by Suroj's relatives.

Subsequently, Suroj's relatives
made many attemnts to ineuire ahout his
whereabouts from various military in-
telligence units, they all devied any
knowledge of such arrest.

Up till now, Suroj's relatives still
hope that there is a chance to see him
again,

With full consent of Suroj's mother

- and relatives, CGRS in February 1986

ermally submitted a letter of enquirv
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to the Assistant Commander of First Mili-
tary Region asking him to make an ef-
fort to find out about this case with

his personal friend, the Commander of the
Third Military Region resnonsible for

the military zone where Surej and other

8 nersons were allegedlv arrested,

However, the Assistant Commander of
the First Military Region, acting as an
inforaml gobetween, could not find out
anything about the whereabouts of the
missing 9 persons. The result was the
same: they have not received any report
of the arresec.

Finally, on May 11, 1986, the Human
Rights Section of CGRS, together with
Surcj's mother and one of his brothers
went Lo investigate the case at the check-
point where the 9 missing persons were
reportedly arrested. Thev also reguested
a meéting with the concerned military
officers at the Third Military Region in
Phitsanuloke Province.

L Vi v s

'Insnection of the Check-Point

It was confirmed that the check-noint
was manned by a joint Civilian-Police-Mili~
tary and Volunteer unit under direct com—
mand of the Internal Security Operations
Centre (ISOC) of Nan Province. According
to the observation made by Suroj's rela-
tives and CGRS, the check-point was located
at about 50 Kilowetres from Nan nrovineial
capltal and about 25 Kilometres from Sa
District town.

The check-point is normally manned
by a group of 13 heavily armed unit. Each
vehicle passing through this particular
roadblock is required to register in the
security Log at the security booth.

From first-hand inspection of
the Log at the check-noint, CGRS and
Mrs Sa-nguan discovered that Suroj
actually signed his name in the Log
at exactly 21,52 hour on Uune 8, 1983
and his signature was verified by his
own mother.




Tn addition, 2 road-side vendors
at the check-point also told CGRS that
they remembered distinctively that on
the night of June 8 at about 1G.00 pm,
an usual arrest was made because the
security unit seldom arrested a  group
of 9 persons.

They remembered vividly that this
group was travelling in a pick-up truck
and the vehicle was searched and the
driver and nassengers were subsequently
arrested, Auch incident was conaidered
as a big bust. Moreover, they could also
identifv correctly the light-brown colour
of the vehicle which matched the vehicle
driven hv Suroj on the night of the inci

dent.,

They recalled that the whole group
of susnects were herded into the same
wehicle and was driven back to the direc-
tion of MNan nrovincial capital.

When the two eye-witnesses were
asked to idemtify Surcj from his photo,
they almost instantly said "Yes, that's
him. He was arrested overthere, at that
point." pointing to a spot about 50 metres
away from the roadhlock.

However, they had some doubt whether
the arresting officers were members of the
regular unit posted there.

Further details of the circumstantigl
evidence of the arrest disclosed at a
proper time in the near future pending
further investigation and enquiries to be
made from the authorities. CGRS is pre-
sently comnelied to reveal only certain
information for the benefit of the people
involved,

At the moment, CCRS is compiling a
rather comprehensive report from recon-
struction of accounts of their case of

9 disappearances.

CCRS also is in the process of sub-—
mitting a letter of enqulry to the new
Commander—in-Chief of the Royal Thai Army.

On Jure 8, 1986, Suroj's mother said
after 3 vears of nraving and meking enqui-
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ries, "We only want to know if he is still
alive, the authorities could at least tell
us what's hanpended to him., If we could

find out for eertain, we would be satisfied.”

.Sunplementary Informatiogn

According to the 1952 Anti-Communist
Act, Article 9: Anvyone could be charged
and prosecuted for violation of the Act
if involved or committed the followings:

1) Providing accommodations and/or
meeting nlace in support of the communistic
activities or for members of the Communist

organization or narty.

2) Recruiting of members for Com-
mumistic eorganization or »arty or pur-
suading any one to supnort communistic
activities.

LOCATION OF THE ARREST AND CHECKPOIRT
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n and Non-Violence Sectioﬁﬁﬁ\t}}k
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On April 5-6, 1986, the Section
organized and sponsored a field trip
to study a self-reliance community at
the followings:-

Suan Wana Santi Nun Centre, Don
Yeeprom District, Petchburi Province.

Pathom-Asoke Buddhistan, Nakhon
Pathom Province.

Wat Sangtham-kalayanee, Nakhon
Pathom Province,

Participants in this field trip
were 2 novices from Chiengmai Province,
5 development workers, 3 university
students and 5 interested people.

It should be noted that this
field trip is a continudng program
initiated in 1985,

Peace & Non~violence Dissemination
and Public-Relations Program

Siunce the begining of this year,
the Section has been actively engaged
in the preparation and production of
various pamphlets on the programs
related to religious studies and other
Non-violence and peace studies.

A portable exhibit designed for
travelling exhibit was assembled and
was put on public display at various
functions and was part of the Peace
Campaign for .1986.

Peace'86 Campaign
TR

AN

Due to the wide-ranging programs
and activities of the campaign, one
extra volunteer was recruited to assist
the implementation of the following
programs :-

Travelling Peace Programs
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Jazz Drama
Open Forum on "Peace & Non-Violence"
Public Discussion on "Libya & the US"

Administrative & Financial Functions.

Lo

Peace Training WOrkshopﬁ‘\"‘\hh
Lo

On July 8, 1986, 4 Buddhist monks
from Maha-Chulalongkorn Buddhist Univer-
sity and 19 individuals were invited to
participate in a Peace Workshop erganized
and sponsored by CGRS.

The workshop was held at the Xavier
in Bangkok with permission granted by
the Catholic church there.

The Peace Seminar planned for the
end of 1986 was seriously discussed at
the workshop. The Peace Seminar had
been earlier scheduled for 11-14 of
December at Asome-wongsanit in Nahhon
Nayoke Province.

Buddhism & Peace Studies Scholarship

CGRS was Informed officially by
Ms Khanungnit Chantabuts that her study
on the subject would be published by
the end of 1986,

Ms Khanungnit Chantabutr had been
granted a research scholarship on the
subject as part of the effort to promote
Peace and Non-Violence Studies.

Travelling Exhibit “h\a-

To promote Peace and Non-Violence

issue, CGRS deemed it necessary to pro-
duce 3 sets of indentical exhibit under
the title of "Non-Violence for Peace",

These travelling exhibits were dis-—
played at various functions such as the
Xavier Hall during a Peace Workshop, Bo-
din-Decha School in Bangkok, etc.




The same exhibits were also sent
to display for public viewing in the
South and North of Thailand on some occa-
sions.

As part of the exhibit, the first
batch of 3,600 pamphlets were produced
to disseminate among the public. In
addition, 7,300 more pamphlets were later
produced to accompany the exhibits in
various provinces.

[ v I v o B

Ruddhist Monks and Young People Program

A a joint project organized in coop-
eration with the Buddhist Centre for De~
velopment, a development training camp
was set up in Amnart-charoen District of
Ubon-rajthani Province. Participants
were assigned te do some physical work
in the field, for example, repairing fiish
ponds, road construction and instaliation
of water-pumps for CGRS-1initiated agricul-
tural Training Centre for village youth.

A monk, a novice, 19 gtudents and
some volunteers from various NGOs pat-
ticipated actively in the program.

Prof Rabhi Sakrik, Mr Decha Siri-
patr and Mr Suban Chantabutr from Ubon
Teachers College were among some dis-
tinguished guests who vigsited the pro-
ject.

The program was basically carried
out with full cooperation from CGRS
field officer, a local village school
teacher, 3 volunteers recruited by CGRS
while the Religion and Non-Violence
Section of CGRS -and the Buddhist Cen-
tre for Development were fully repre-
sented with their officers sent there
to chserve the program.

As the result, Buddhist monks,
novices and young people were able to
have a genulne diologue in a concrete
situation, A better understanding of
each others life-style and out-looks

+were initially established.

Secondly, the participants had a
first—hand knowledge of development work
in the rural areas. In fact, they ac-
tuaily contributed both their time and
1abour to part of the village develop-
ment scheme.

Thirdly, a linkage was initially
established between the paiticipants
and the local villagers. There was a
stronger possibility that this could
lead to a future cooperation and mu-
tual support.

In addition, a supplementary ac-
tivity was offered to the participants
at the end of the program. A field trip
to various temples and monasteries was
organized for the benefit of the parti-
cipants.

gtide Presentation

As a continuation of CGRS attempt
to produce an effective slide presenta-
tion, the "Three Jewels" slide show
was revised to improve the effectiveness
of the production.

A duplication of the sald slide
show should be completed at the end of
1986,

Prof Rabhi Sakrik, a distinguished ve-
source person from Kasetsart University,
is seen visiting a local village.
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RICE~-POLISHER

RURAL DEVELOPMENT NEWS

CENTRE OF TECHNOLOGY FOR RURAL PEOPLE

Under direct responsibility of the
Rural Development Section, the Centre
of Technology for Rural People  has-
carried out the following programs and
activities:-

1., A small and econcomical type of Rice
Polisher operated with only 0.5 HP en-
gine 1is part of the rural development
program developed to meet the need of
the rural people.

This small project d1s an attempt
to introduce appropriate techonology
at the grass-roots level. However,
this low-budget model of rice polisher,
designed and built by CGRS field officer
has been operating on experimental basis
only,

In addlition to the riee polisher,
a Rice-Seperator wag also built with
pedal-power by the Centre. This par-
ticular machine was basically designed
to have multi-~functional purposes with
inter-changable parts. It is reported
to have some ‘inconveniences in actual
operations. Further developments
and experiments are needed at this stage,

designed and built'ﬁy EGﬁé“n

THREE-WHEEL TRANSPORT-a product of CGRS

E5

RICE -~ SEPARATOR powered by biecycle-pedal

2. Motorised Tricycle with small 50 cc
engine attached to the body is another
preject experimented at the Centre in
Ubon-rajthani Province., The main feature
of this vehicle is the alternate choices
of power source: motorised or pedal-pover
The rider cam easily switch to foot-pedal
to save fuel any time he wishes.

It is important to note that only
2,500 Baht is the total budget for huild-
ing such vehicle including the cost of
engine purchased from local market.




This small three-wheeler can carry
a maximum load of 200 Kilograms with a
maximum speed of 15 Kilometres per hour .
Some minor improvements are being made
to increasz the maximum speed, according
to CORS field officer based in Ubon Raj-
‘thani Province.

3. Animal-Feed Mixer has recently been
built by the Centre to help reduce the
labour cost of mixing animal-feed for
farmers in the area. Purchasing commer-—
cial type of animal-feed mixer is too
expensive for many farmers. High cost
of animal-feed for pigs can only be
countered by encouraging the farmers to
mix their own animal-feed.  An economy
type of mixer seems to be an answer for
the villagers at the moment as well as
for long time development.

In comparison, the lowest-priced
mixer available in local market is more
than 10,000 Baht while the model built
by CGRS costs only 1,100 Baht or about
10 % of the commercial model.

ANIMAL-FEED MIXER designed and built by
CGRS in the Northeast.

The motivation behind this project
was to meet the demand from villagers
which needed a cheaper model of mixer
for their need. TIn fact, CGRS field of-
ficer was approached by a number of vil-
lagers who asked him to develop a kind

of mixer which could be built locally and

by the villagers themselves.
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This hand-crank mixer was the result
of CGRS response to the local demand for
appropriate technology.

The drum—tank of the mixer was
designed for operation at about 45" angle.
The 75-litre tank was coverted into a .
mixing tank which can mix a total of 50
litres of animal-feed at one time. The
mixing can be completed with only 6-7
rounds and could be operated by children.

4. Water-buffalo Yoke made from old
motorcycle tyre is another small at—
tempt to use locally found- materials
to experiment with,

As naturally-curved hard wood
is increasingly hard to find in rural
areas, the traditional type of yoke
for ploughing work may be replaced by
a new kind of yoke as made by CGRS.

Although this type of yoke is not
yet sidely used in the Northeast, CGRS
deems it worth the effort to introduce
it for experimental purpose. By. virtue:
of 1ts economical and practical feature,
it has the potential to meet the shortage
of hard wood normally cut down by vil-
lagers to make traditional yokes.

New yoke for water-buffalo designed by
CGRS on experimental basis.

1
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5. Agricultural Tralning for Youth Project
was initially organized in April starting
with preparatory works and the selection of
the location for the training centre,

Buring the flrst phase of setting up
the project, villagers and volunteers wvere
fully involved in the construction of class—
rooms, living quarters for volunteers, pre-
paring the experimental plots and digging
a fish pond.

On April 20, local teachers and resource
persons were invited to offer their ideas and
suggestions on how best this training project
could serve the interest of the villagers and
the youths in particular.

It was expected from the begining that
this project should also function with 1n-
creasing participation and involvment from
the villagers in the long run,

The second phase of the project began
in May when 12 youths were enrolled in train-
ing programs. May 10, 1986 was officially
the opening day of the centre completed with
religious rites and cerenony,

The village headman and village
school master were quest-speakers at
the opening ceremony. Parents, teachers,
volunteers, development workers and re-
gistered students collectively planted
some trees to promote collective resg-
ponsibility for their natural environment.

It was emphasised that self-suffi-
clency and self-relience are to be basic

3 e

:  Opening ceremony with sentor monk presiding

‘4t the training centre,
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working principles for the staff and
students alike.  They were expected to
demonstrate their committment not only
to the training centre, but to the whole
community development scheme. They should
be able to set some fine examples to
other village youths in terms of finitia-
tives, creativity, emergetic work in
agriculture programs. In this respect,
vegetables, potatoes and others were
planted in tralning plots. Goats, ducks

and fish pond were placed under their
collective responsibility as part of the
training programs,

People participation in real
the experimental plot,

e o

Water-buffalo pageants and parade with
villagers in festive mood.

In June, the centre was visited by
a group of Buddhist monks, novices and
volunteers interested in Peace and De-
velopment and also some resource persons
organized by CGRS Peace and Non-Violence
Project,




Competing water-
tyre yoke in action.

Public display on agricultural tools and
equipments organized by CGRS for villagers
at the Ploughing Competition.

6) Agricultural Promotion, another project
started in mid April, has been carried out
with Field Officer and other volunteers
working in the Nertheast. This promotion
scheme was aimed at villagers in general
who wished work for supplementary income
by raising fish in paddy fields and/or
having a fish pond for their family.

" The idea of raising fish in paddy
field was welcomed by 5 families in May
who were willing to work harder for extra
income for their families.

Appropriate types of fish were pro-
vided by CGRS for them to start thelr own
fish ponds and raising fish in their pad-
dy fields. It was reported that the pea-
sants were able to benefit from this pro-
ject after 3-4 months and they could breed
all year if they have enough water

fishes
for them.

=8

Free vaccination for chickens were also
part of the general promotion carried out
by CGRS in the area. Demonstrations and
field lectures were given by.volunteers and
CGRS staff to villagers. This could help
increase their productivity and they can
learn how to vacecinate their own chickens
in one session.

In addition, a number of goats were
purchased and transported to the Centre.
GCoats and goatmilk were introduced Lo
target villages as alternative sources
of diet and neutrition.

7) Ploughing Competition and Festival

was held on May 25, 1986 with full support
from CGRS and local officials. villagers
took many initiatives to make this event

highly successful.

The ploughing competition itzelf was
the main attraction while water-buffalo
pageants and parade invelved many vil-
tagers with creative ideas for decorations.
The event was the first of its kind ever
organized in the area.

The objectives of organizing such a
festival were to promote traditional
ploughing with water-baffalo using new
type of yoke made from old motorcycle
Eyres.

This new type of yoke was intreduced
by CGRS as an alternative kind of yoke.

CGRS also seized the opportunily to
disseminate some practical knowledge about
alternative agricultural tools and tech-
nigues to villagers in the area and from
the vicinity.

On the cultural aspect, CGRS made a
serious attempt to promote some relevant
folk-lores and games which could help
the development of the whole village. It
is always CGRS basic policy to discourage
villagers from celebrating with aleoholic
drinks and gamblings at village festivals.
Other forms of recreation and folk games
with communual spirit and creativity are
promoted instead.
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Hundreds of people from 3 neighbouring
villages also came to the festival and ac-
- tively participated in various fun and
-games. Chickens, ducks, goats aund other
farm products were given as prizes instead
of commercial items or cash,

Proceeds from sales of cheap clothes
were collected for a common fund. A
. water-pump was later purchased for com-
! munual project in the village.

As the result, CGRS was asked by
many villagers to organize similar festi-
vals again annually,

8) Community Health Care Education Project
was a 4~day seminar organized and supported
by CGRS during April 18 - 21. This semirar
was designed to offer basiec knowledge to

;- monks on herbal and folk medicine at the

. 'grass-roots level.

Ry The seminar intitled "Herbal and Folk
“! Medicine for Primary Health Care" was held
=i at the Thepmongkol Temple, Amnart-chareon
S District of Ubon-rajthani Province.

s A total of 40 monks representing many
““rural temples in Amnart-chareon Distict and
i neighbouring districts were invited to par-
“ticipate in the seminar,

gy A highly respected senior monk of the
district, Phra Kru Bhothi-ratana-banharn,
~officially presided over the opening cere~
‘mony. Resource-persons and qualified
~herbal and folk medicine specialists were
Jinvited to share their experiences and
‘knowledge on the subject. Alternative

- health care and education on herbal culture
. were the subjects of lectures and discus-

. sions at the seminar.

Also represented at the seminar were
Some representatives from the Herbal and
Folk Medicine for Self-Reliance Project,
EQlk Medicine Collective of Gudchum Dis-
trict in Yasothorn Province, Phra Maha
B9°n30ng Siritecho of Pha Phra Maew Tha-

S?We concerned health officials from Amnart
Chareon District Hospital.

‘tam Temple, Udon-thani Province, including
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Series of lecture and demonstration
on basic treatment with herbal and folk
medicine were given to participants.
Some basic and easy-to-mix formulas were
shown to the participants with special
emphasis on herbs whieh can be found
locally,

A field trip to see how patients
were treated with herbal and folk me-
dicine at Gudchum Pistrict Hospital was
the highlight of the program,

It was expected that Buddhist monks
in rural areas could be motivated to
become more and more involved in this type
of community-based health care programs
in the near future, As monks, they are
in a respected position to give advices
and promote herbal and folk medicine as
alternative to expensive and commercially
manufactured drugs and government-owned
hospitals. Private c¢linics are something
alien to many of the villagers.

Thus village-based health care and
hasic education on herbal and folk medicine
are needed at the moment and it could be
more and more beneficial in the near future.
Comatpnr Cald Treatment with hgrbal
and Folk medicine - a lecture at
the workghop.

* AN
Iuvited rescurce-—person giving
tecture on herbal and Felk medi-
, dine to participants.
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