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To Our Readers

We are 8ad o tell you of the death of
Arom Pongpa-ngan, an ex-detainee from the Bangkok 18
case and an important leader of the Thail labour move-
ment. Lrom passed away peacefully in early morning
of June 21, 1980, of cancer in his liver. Until the
very end of his life, Arom dedicated his energy to
the struggle for justice and rights of the workers,
Obviecusly, only death could bring an end to his
struggle.

In memorial of his committment, his courage
andhis love for the oppressed, and in order to con-
tinue his uncompleted work, his family, friends and
fellow workers have pulled their efforts to establish
the M"Arom Pongpa-ngan Foundation" - a foundation
which aims at helping in the education of workers and
giving edvice and help to the workers in various
aspects, Among the thirteen founding committee mem-
bers of the foundation were his wife and representa-
tives from the Labour Congress of Thailand and various
other labour unions,

In order to be registered as a foundation,
a total of Baht 200,000 (US$10,000) is nceded., The
foundation is now seeklng for contribution from those
who realize Arom's aspiration and those who want to
support the just struggle »f the Thai workers, One
fifth of the donations, but not exceeding Baht 50,000
{(US$2,500), will go the the educational fund for Aromts
daughter,

We would ¥eéry much appreciate if any of you
could help in the establishment of the foundation,
Your donations could be send through CGRS, or to the
Metropolitan Water Works Authority Labour Union, 372
Bumrungmuang Rd, Bangkok 1, Thailand

We thank you in anticipation for your so-
lidarity with our struggle and your support for our
work,
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Lt order Lo WNGRLS G uaLd
happeied earlier,

SLUM CRISIS

The Rama TV Slum is located
Jsshyeen Rama Fourth Street
and Klong.Toey Tobacco plant,
There are more than 600
families, with a total of
approximately 4,000 :people,
1ivirng in this 102,500 square
meter area, , At present the
slun residects are faeing
big problem as they were go=
'ng to be evicted from their
i and iland on which they
neve lived for 20-80 years,
oy a private constructioen
rompeny nemed  Saha Krugthep
Pattans Company ILimited,

uily p_bla\4nr, e peed ho know what

Historical Aspects: The originnl Rama IV community took 80 yéafé'to:
develop étae]i %0 be a self-contained community. Originally, mest of
this area was full of small orchard-canals, and residents were mostly

vegetable growers, orchard owners,

or fishermen, They renvce? the.land

from the Royal Crowa Property BureauX,

Later the Tobascen plant

Jwas built, followed by the Rams Fourth

Street which cuts this area andjoin with Sukumvit road, Many kinds
of development have zccompaiied the pedple wio-migrated inte this area,

They filled up the ewall orchard-
Eventually, the village expanded

~canelg in order to build a village,
into a complex commmnity ., People

changed their careers from agrienlbure inbo industry and commerce,
Along the Rama Fourth Street cormercial-buildings were established, . .

Behind these ,commeroial uu11d1uLs

are wooden houses, markels, cinemas,

2 Bchoolg,dnﬂ some light indusirial plante, There were sidewalks and
drainage: canals, with gipe water snd electricity in nearly every home
in every lane, 7he side-walks were much cleuner ard thore weren't.any

garbage mountains &s now. Peonle

Arson Turns uommunlt; to uJum°
commund By . Thoy wWore sus pectb{ o

WRTe living peacefvlly.,

I 19654966 & fires cocvroed in tha
£ vefng arson, Later on February 9,

1966 3 big fires book piace at the game time right in the middle of
the community., After the firves the Royal Crown Froperty Bureau still
collected the rent from those wicge hou esg weren't burnt and those
houses which were only p%rtlj burnt uowna Those whose houses were burnt
down made a request tc build ney houqos bub their requests. were turned

down by the Royal Crown Bureau,

fhﬁs included “those’ who had slgned a
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contract before the fire or had paid some deposits to build a neyw home,
Their requests were turned down with the explanation that The Royal

Crown Property Bureau wanted the Bangkok Metropoliten Authority, to make g
land renewal in this communi ty, '

On January 3, 1967, the Royal Crown Property Bureau signed a
contract to allow the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority to rent this proper.
ty in order to develop the land, On that same day January 3, 1967, the
Bangkok Metropolitan Authority immediately subleased the property with-
out any bids to the Ssha-Kmungthep Pattans Co, Ltd, (Bangiak Union Develop-
ment Co, Ltd.) even though the company-had Just beem logally established
only four months earlier (on August 29, 1966) and the former leasss were
84111 valid to the people living in the commmity, |

This incidence showed the dishonest tendenoy of the Royal Crown
Burean officers as well as the private company, The two contracts on
the same day means that there had been some kind of set-up, Besides
most of the community dwellers had a contract drawn for another 11 years

to oomas,

In May 1968 the Crown Bureau did not accept any rent from the
people, giving the reason that the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority wiil
this area, 66 families were called in and asked to leave, with

an offer of gome finangial compensstion, but only a few have moved out,
However, there were still many other families which had never heard that

there was no word from the B .

On Séptember 1969, the Crown Burému had extended the land
renewal period, indicated in the oontract, from 4 years to & Years, Oh
that same day the BMA had extended 4 more years to the subleasing oone
traoct to the Saha Krungthep Pattana Co, Itd, This inoident shows the
close relationship between the Crown Bureau, the BMA and %the Saha Krung.
thep Pattana Co,Ltd,; they planned together to enjoy the same benefits,

On January 24, 1974, the Crown Bureau and the BMA together
signed a contract to allow the Salm Krungthep Pattana Co, Ltd, to be
the sole agent who receives all the rent from this property and will
be solely responsible to implement any plans mentioned in the original
contiract,

: Later on January 29, 1974, the Crown Bureau stnpped using the
BMA and direotly copigned a contract with Saha Krungthep Pattana Co.Ltd,
Saha Krungthep Pattana Co. Ltd, now directly rents the property from

the Crown Bureau in order to renew the land, And on Apri] 22, 1974, the
contract had been extended for another 4 years,
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- . A school teacher, Miss Somsri Suthapakti, was an owner of
Axsorn Vidya School which had burned down, Fearing that more than 1,000
children would be out of school, she sent a letter to the Crown Bureau
asgking for permission to construcet a new building, The Crown Bureau
told her to contact the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority, The BMA officers
delayed responding to Miss Somsri for half a year until a new sublease
was created for Saha Krungthep Pattana Company Limited, Then they told
Miss Somsri that they no longer had authority to grant permission and
that she should ask permission from the Saha Company, The Saha Company
insisted on Baht 1,600,000 ($80,000), The solivol had to close permanently
gince it was not poseible to pay that amount, VYRedevelopment" for the
residents has meant the loss of houses and loss of education for the
children,

At the moment, the contract signed between the Szha Company and
the Crown Bureau has expired on January 2, 1979, But the Crown Buresu
insisted that the Saha Company still pay the rent and awtomatically
extended the contract,

Is the Crown Property Bureau making more money?...e.

. Strangely enough, it will make lsgs money from rent after development
than it makes from renting to the slum residents. During the long cone-
struotion period the Saha Company has been paying only . 1 US cent per
square meter a month, while the slum residents had been paying more than

seven times this amount, Even after the development is completed, the
company will pay only US$ 1,750 per month rent for at least 300 new
commercial units, or less than US$ 6 per store or business qffice, The
fact that the Saha Company will make profits at the expense not only of
the slum residents but also the Grown Bureau itself, tho fact that

the Crown Bureau has ignored many violations of the lease madeby the
Saha Company (such as not meeting deadliyes set by the contract and nob
paylng compensation for the removal of houses to the renters who used o
pay rent to the Crown Bureau)-these facts have led the residents to ask
for an investigation of corruption améng the Crown Bureau officers,

The Stxuggle of the People

At first, each of the familiee living 4in the commnity had
struggled by themselves, without unity or organization as they do in
the present time, However, the dedication in their struggle shone
brightly, as we can see from the memorandum on the struggle made by the
people themselvess

"What have we done to stop the Ssha Krungthep Pettana Co,Ltd,

from destroying our community?

= - Of the 66 families offered compensation by BMA during 1968
and 1969 only a fow have left our community.

- Of the families having received eviction notices by Saha
Krungthep Pattana Company only a few have moved out,
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« QOf those taken to dourt and having Jest thaln fpdtvidesl
cases only & few have given up and have left us,

~ Only in early 1978, we started joining owr forces and fight-
-ing together for our homes.

- We have gent letters to high officials 1like the Minister of
Interior, the Official Corruption Supervision Committee, to
the Prime Minister and many others, On 27 March, 1978 even
a large group of people went to the Governnment House to prew

. sent a petltion personally,
= On 13 December, 1979 we have sent our story to the Prime
Mindster and to two hewspapers, o
= On 14 December, 1979 400 residents of our community went o
the Prime Minister's residence, R
= Mogt important we have formed the Xong Toey Community
Development Credit Union Cooperative Ltd, as a legal body
~representing our community. The new lease to our land can
only be registered in the name of this credit union which.
then will sublease the land to the individual members, The
responsibility for the entire development project of our
sommunity will eiso be with the credit union, 3o all fami-
lies who want to stay with our community shonld become mem=
- bers of the Kloug Toey Community Development Cradit Union
- Cooperative Lbdps(1) : ‘

: The setting up of the Credit Union and the Commwnity Committee
have added a newpage in the history of the Rema IV Community's struggle,
Throygh these orpanizations, the people have learnt that their problems
were mot'merely Individual probleims, bus the problems.of the whole: .- <
commnitys and. only through unity would there be a chance of wiaring the
struggle, _ -

: - Today, the major problems in the community, as weli as the
" strategies and tactics in their struggle, are brought up and solved among .
the commmnity committee, or the community assembly, depending on the
importance of the issue, Everyone in the community is welcome fin join
in the community assembly, which takes place aboub once a month, .

"What we want is to get back the lease to our land and have it
registerad in the name of the Credit Union, Without the right tothe land
we caunot rebuild our homes and our community will deteriorate endlesslyM,
said Mrs. Sompon Surarit, a medical dector living in the community and
president of the Credit Union, ' : ‘ :

#long Toey Community Development Credit Union Co,,Ltd., The Struggle for
Qur Home, Bangkok, March 1980

(1) In addition to this, the people had made appeals 4 times to the King, through
the Royal Seoretarlal office, but unfortunately they received no reply. The
5th appeal was handed to the HRH Princess. In May, the pecple made a press
conference at the : and a week later, held a direct gction
in front of the national parliament, urging the MPs and senators to give juse
tlce to them and investigate corruntion in {hc subleagc of bthe land,
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"The Credit Union, an indigenous or-
ganization of the Community, could
develop this land and this community,
without having to depend on a private
company, whose aim is its own inter-
est, not the people's interest,
According to our plan, the community
does not have to be torn down, We
think that only the poorest part, the
part that the old houses were burnt
down by the fire, will have to be
developed",

e will also make some development mn
she areas near the street, to build
commercial buildings, car parking
place, and a market, Interest and
income from this will be for the
development and the benefit of the
whole community"

Warious vrpmireavions and individuals have given and will give
full support for our project, An outline of the development plan for our
community has been made, The costs have been calculated, The financial
plan has been prepared which shows that within 15 years, we will have
paid all the loans, Besides, an institution haspledged to seol a low-
interest loan for the Implementation of theproject,! said Mrs Somporn,
and added that "This is & large project, But if it is successfully
carried out, the community will be self-sufficient, And we are sure we
can make it, if only we have the rights to the land",

The Company's Stand

Meanwhile, an advocate of the company explained that the company
has full rights to use the land following the court's decision, "The
company has paid rentals for more than 10 years already," he said, "And
we also have a project to build a block of flats for them, But they have
turned down our offer, In fact, we have tried all kinds of compromise,
but because they did not accept any, we have no chotee but to turn to the
court of law, !

Commenting on the company's flats' construction, Mrs, Somporn
said the slum people simply could not accept the offer because the company
intended to set aside only 3 rai* (out of the total area of 53 rai land)
for this purpose. '"This area is not enough in view of the fact that roads,
., & public park and other public utilities must be provided."

The company denied the demands of the people, !We have the
rule of law to turn to, So more talks are useless if they do not abide
by law, The company is not mean~hearted at all, We are ready to pay

1 rai = o, 16 ha,/0,4 acre
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them compensation, But whet shall we do if they have refused our
proposals persistently, We 8imply camnot leave the slum to exist in .
its present statel, '

The Seha Krungthep Pattana Company is a huge company, Its
shareholders include Mongkol Kanjanapas, Direk Mahadamrongkul end
Chuan Ratanarak, These three persons are big shareholders or have
important influence in at least 39 other companies and banks in Thaj-
land, which include bussiness on finange and issurance, TV, and radio
production, agriculture, warehouse, construction, mine, entertainment,
ete, In addition, Mongkol owns & watch empire in Hong Kong, He and
Direk are also major shareholders of the Four Seas Investment, a firm
which owned the controversial International Hotel in San Francisco,
which was the scehs of bitter struggle between owners and long-time
residents who put up a stiff fight for over ten years, '

DEAD LINE ' ' ,

The fight between 4,000 slum dwellers and a huge company has
lasted for over 10 years and is reaching its peak, In early July, the
court's eviction order was handed to the people, But thepeople refused
to accept it, The officials came again and stuck the orders on the
wall or the door of the people's houses, "By this, we are legally
obligated to accept the orders, We must leavs our homes and land within
one month, according to the order. If we don't, they can use force
to make us leave. We sense that this will be a very serious order,
because though the orders were written andreached us at different
dates, the dead line, is fixed at the sameé day - on Auvgust 8th", said
one of the community leaders,

The community assembly was called bwico after the eviction
order came (until July 25), In the dim light of the school, which
earlier was a gambling house, over 300 people made a firm vow to stay
ont the land, to resist the crack down, and to continue with. their
struggle unitedly, Violenoe against thepeople is becoming more likely,
Shortly after the first agsombly, while the treasurer of the Citedit
Union was collecting money from its members in front of a chinese .
temple, a bullet shot from the darkness passed her neck and rightly
hit a lamp, ;

But the incident did not terrify her or make her shy away
from the struggle, _

"We wholeheartedly realize trat our opponént
ls so big and powerful, yet they are not as
big and powerful as the will of the people
to struggle. These are our home and oup
land, and no matter what will happen, we
will continue with our justified strugels,




I MEMORIAL ., C AROM PONGPANGAL

Farly morning of June 21, Arom Ponépa—ngan (34) ended his life-
iong struggle for the labour movement in a4 hespital in Bangkok, leawing
vehind his wife and his eight year old daughter, Only death br!ng an end
to his stiuggre.

Arom had been widely accepted as & genuine leader of fhe Thad labour
movement, In 1972 he s employed by the Metropolitan Watey VWaorks Authowity
MWWA) ne en encineer of the Weter Supply Division, His effoph to set wp
a latour union of the MWMA workers culminebded in 1975. Now, the MWWA
labour union hias become one of the strongest labour uniens in Thailand,

In 1975 Arom was elected vice president of the Labour Gongreas of Thajland,
and president of “he MWWA labour union,

Arom was emong the Bangkok 18 held after the. Ootpver 1976 Coup d!
etat. Atter the coup he was arrested from his home on chavges of endan-
gering society, After he had been acquitbed from the charge, he yas rem
manded on sharges of communism, rebellion, riot, trying to kill governe
ment officials, ete, which were all false accusations,

During the detention, Arom worked very hard, He has written meny
stories and paems, HlS health had beocome much weakened in jail, Affer he
had bsen rGIOxwﬁd his health did not improve, Hé was hospitalized for
4 times afioer the rescage. 10t he continued to work hard, particularly
gith the ML labour vnlon, where he was again elected president, He
algo worked on the workecs’ magaszine Kao Kon-ngan (Workers! News) and
woobe articles and sthorles,

The 4th time he was hospitalized, the ddéctors finally found out
that he had cancer in the liver, Inspite of* great pain, Arom still had
an incredibly strong mind and courage, Rarely did he speak of his suffep-
ings. He dedicated his last energy to the yorkers and remained active
mtil the very end,

On June 21, Arom left his wife, his daughter and his friends in

the labour movement, And yet he does not die from our memory, His courage
hig commitiment, and his love will always live in our hearts.

And a hundred thousand people like Arom will be born,



Mre you thinking of you. iatiiery my child?
- If you want to hug your father, S
To be loved by your father, ' kN
You must be able to endure, A
Bscause this is .the idea
Of Iove,
That I am go proud of,
When you have these things
The hugs of your father
Will be real ‘
And you will feel olose to me,

Vhat is the point of me Lettliy , 1 have dreams
That are not based on reality?
"The jail will rertainly not kesp all of your father
Since my body might be detained

But my splrit is “r.a,

My warm crirace : -

Is floating over the whole srea of the country,

If you, ny child, can cndure,

You will feel me touching you,

The kigses of a “woak father

Has what value to you, my ctild%
To be tied to love

Might be deceptive,

Only a father who 18 brave =nough
To create a good society

s a real father,

If you think of me,

You should also think of the poor and deprived people,
Because they are the life of your lather,

If you want to hug your father,

Open your arms,

And hug those who are poor and oppressad,

Such people who are being tortured in such a way

Are your father," #

#This poom was written by Avom for his 1iGtie daughter during the
time he wae in jail in 1977,




MISUSE OF GOVERNMENT POWER

The People Were Harassed By M

A group of marines raped three girls, villagers in Sri Saokoun
District, and then detained the girls in marine camps, Two girls were
kept in the camp at Sri Sekorn Distrioct and the other was kept in the
camp at Ruo Soa District, The girls! husbands were beaten with gun buﬁts.
And many other villagers were harassed by the marines,

On #pril 6, 1980 the people in the village protested to Kamnam
and District Officlal. They wanted the girls released and themarine
uinit moved away, But thewa was no response,

Mr, Sanse Medakakul, Narathivat representative of Social Action
Party, sent notices to the commander of Ath Army, Juan Wanarat, and Prime
Minister Prem Tinsulanonda, He asked for inpruitwe Lt~ »nlia, <7 marine
unite. !Matichon, 20/4/30)

Ty Man Miardered By Border Polices

Nakornsrithemmarat On May 1; 1980, Mrs, Jiam Kaevkuo, a
villager of Toongsong District, complained Lo bhe local police Colonel
Somchok Wetprukpitak that his son, Jank, was killzd and hurat by border
polices,

The incident took place in the evening on April 25, 1980, while
Mr, Jank and twenty of his relatives were waiting for a bus to go back
houwe on Toongsong road, He saw Mr, Charam Parnkong, a villager in Toongs
song, carrying an illegal gun, .He was being ochase by border police, led
by Pol, Staff, Sergeant Paisarn Tengsang, Mr., Charam was btrying to ran
away because hoe Joared being cavght with his 1llegal gun, But the polies
thought that Mr, Charam was a communist insurgent, When the police could
not ovewiake him, they shot Charam to death with M,16 avtomatic guns and
threw.the body into their police-jeep.

Vhen ¥r. Jenk saw that awful incident he trembled with fear,
When the polire saw tnal, they suspected thai, Jank was Charam's friend,
They caught him and wub bim du theircar., After the pollee drove 500
metres away thelr relstives heard the report of a gun and they believed
Jank would be killed. Mra, Jiam Went to the woiler police station and
heard that her son had been shot to death and his body already burnt,
She complained to the 127 ~nlinz,  (Daily News, 3/5/80) Se fom
there 18 yet no reply.

Rangers  'Turned Robbers'

Prachinburi A group of villagers of Nadee Sub-district, Pra-
chinburi Province, has lodged a commlaint with the Internal Security
Operationz Command, accusing a hand of rangsrs o coamallbing robberies,
a kidnap~-murder and har zement,
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Two cases of_alleged excess by a "hunter-killer? renger-unit
stationed. in Bu Phram, Nadee Sub-districh have been reported,

First, on 19 May 1980, three hunter-killer squad rangers armed
with Hk 33 automatic vifles threatened to kill two villagers,’ struck one
of them with a gun-butt, and subjected them to intimidating interrogatiqp
‘The pair was questioned about logging activities, {

Second, in April 1980, four rangens armed with automatic pifles
raided the house of Mr. Daeng (last name ynknown) in the village of Ban
Noenkhr, They dragged Daeng out of his house and threatened his family
not to tell anyone about the incident, The next mérning, Daeng!s body
was found in the bush off the road-side, riddled with bylle®s from autoe
matic weapens. The vitim's relatives reported to the local police that,
Daeng was killed by losal commmnict insurgent, ( Bangkok Post, 30/5/80)

Villager Searched And Fmblezzled Assets By A Captain

Aranyapratet  On May 14, Mrs, Pao Kunhan, a villager of Ban
Non Makmoon, complained to Colonel Sunthorn Chaimuenwong that on May 12,
captain Piraporn Sripunwong and a group of soldiers searched her house
and took 100,000 baht-cash ($US 50,000) and jade and gold costing 50,000
baht, They also arrested her husband, detained him for one night, and
then sent him back with the confiscated-assets, of which there were only
7,800 baht left. Colonel Sunthorn insisted that he would investigate
Captain Piraporn. (Matichon 19/5/80)

Prunken District 0fficer Harmed Woman

Bangkok  On April 18, Mrs, Tipaporn Pakosantang, 30, an offie
clal of Metropolitan Elestric reported to a patrol police of Pratoomwan
Police Station that while she had birthday dinner with her friends at
Downtown Restanrant, & drunken man threw a glass at her head, Her friends
requested him to apologize her but he did not, A fight started and she
called lor the police, When she saw that the drunken man was trying bo
escape, she held his hands tightly, The man punched and kicked her
heavily as the patrol police arrived and they arrested him immediately,
%
After the investigation, it was discovered that the drunken :
man is Mr, Pot Chaiman, the District Officer of Plapak District in Nakorn-
panom, He was arrested and charged with bodily injury, (Matichon, 19/9/80}



BEHIND PRISON'S VALL

Teatimonieg Bf Former Convici

In April 1980, 5 organizations concerned with human rights
conducted a compreheapive study on the condition in major prisons in
Thailand and lauched & movement calling for improvement of prison con-
ditions on the grounds that prisons should not breed hatred against the

society.,

The five organizations are the Coordinating Group for Religion
in Society, the lawyers! Association of Thailand, Reporters! Association
of Thailand, Union for Civil Liberty and Universal Center for Human Rights,
A detailed report was filed to the Interior Ministry and the Press.

During the study, the groups, in addition to other means of
investigation, have conducted interviews with ex~prisoners from various
prisons, The following is a summery from an interview with a former
woman convict who had been detained for 8 months in Ladyao Women's Prison
in Bangkok, during 1979,

8 +Q 00 RO BB IENSEEEIS

"When the gate to the prison was closed, the first thing
1 was subjected to was a body search, It was terrible,
I was told to undressed in front of other convicts and
warders., A warder was holding a cane, And I didn't
know when she would uge it on me,.. And that was only
the first gate, At the last gate, they checked my
private parts, It was very unsanitary when one person
checks more than 20 to 30 new arrivals at the prison,
One can easily contact V,D, and other discases from
this checking",

She said that her cell was about four by eight metres, in
which 20 prisoners were crammed, Rach prisoner has a space of 3 planks
or 1 ft,to sleep, Quarrels often troke out when one person inadvertently
pubt her arms over the others,  Vhen asked about food, she said:

e got only 2 meals a day, Recently when prisoner told
a reporter who went into the prison that only two meals
were served, the prison authorities blew their tops,
There is a small grocery shop at the detention center
which could cater to at most 100 people, But there
were about 1,500 prisoners using the services, It was
jammed snd sometimes the warders used canes to chase
prisoners, Water was sometime used to disperse them,
Abusive langusge was a common thing, Prices of goods
therse were exarbitant,...."
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She told us that newspapers are banned from 211 prisons and
even singing is prohibited, Officially, a library is available for
prisgoners,

"But the library is a subject for display only when senior
officials pay a visit, Ve didn't get to use it",

"No senior officials will have a chance to understand the
real condition in the prison, Recently a deputy chief
of Interior Ministry and 15-16 officials came to the
prison, Before their arrival, prisoners had to work all
day and night to clean the prison, In the morning we
were not allowed to use the tollets so as to keep them
clean, They treat us as if we were not human beings,and
the prisoners dared not say anything for fear of the
punishment, VWhen the senior officials came, everything
was tidy and clean, Cuw prison got a prize, how redicu-
lousi  Then the officials ate the lunch prepared by us,

. drank beer, laughed, and enjoyed themselves®,

"Funishment has become & fasion of the warders, The well
praised warders are those vho can use the cane to hit the
prisoners with 'beautiful! rythm and gesture, to hit at
the important nerve, so that with the first blow, the
prisoners will fall on the kaees, They like to hit at
the back bones. A hard hit con paralyze a person, Once
the prisoners made a rally, asking that they be allowed
to smoke cigarettes. It turned out that all the protes-
tors were put into "doy cages", a small cage, so small
that you cannot stand up, You eat, sleep, shit ete, in
there. Another time, a 60 year old woman wes forced to
stand in the hot sun for a whole day, In the evening
blocd ren from her vagina, This woman used to be a
school teacher and she usually helped other prisoners
writing letters, That time i% happenad that a prisoner
asked her to write on thepaper which vas stolen from

the warders, And she did not know, I think this was
very cruel!,

"When a prisoner refused to confess 4o an action in
violation of the rules, all prisoners in the same cell
could be punished. The most common punishment is for
everybody to hit on the floor with their tkruckles 40
to 50 tdimes.

A special category of prisoners known in prison jargen
as the "zebras" is well known for their close connect-
ions with the warders, They are young drug addicts
who walk in and out of pricon often - and are not ine
timidated by 1life bshind bars, Some of these young .
addiets are in and oub seven or eight times, They
consider prison as their home, Their hearts have been




hardened, Vhen they came in for one week, they say ..
it's like buying a tour ticket to Chiengmai., If it's
over a month, the jargon is to buy a ticket to Malaysia,
The longer the jail terms, the more proud some of them
feel, or so it seems to me,,,.,.,"

"Prisoners are no-wage labourers. Instead of wages, they
‘receive about 500 baht at the end of six months that
comes from the business profits, The prison warders
make us work very hard and claim that we want profit~
sharing, 1In fact, we do not want it., On the average

we will get only 100 baht per month, which is not

enough to cover our expense formedicine to cure ourw
selves from hard work, Very often we have to work in
the night as well, The CGorrection Department and the
warders earn a lot from our lahour?,

"I do not want to see the prison as a hell that terrifies
people, but rather as a.place that will give a chance
for criminals to become good citizens. T would like to
see’ .looners being treated like human beings, not .~
animals., And I would like to see theprison's officials
and warders have good intention to help the prisoners
and our society, But I am not sure whether the
Correction Department has the same desire as me',

13,




ACTIVITIES OF CGRS

Thé Coordinating Group for.Religion in Socisty (CGRS) is com-
posed of priests, laymen and young activists from the Buddhists, the
Catholic and the Protestant Religions, who share a common belief in
nonvidlence, and feel thet religion and spiritusl value have a central
role to play in development of Thai soclety, CGRS was founded early in
1976 but has become actively involved in Human Rights since the October
6th, 1976 Coup d'etat, Tor over three years CGRS has carried out its
activities openly, inspite of repressive governments and Martial Iaw,
During this period the activities of CGRS have expanded considerably .
from merely helping political prisoners and their families and others
suffering from conflicts in the society, to exposing misuse of government
power and campaigning for its victims, for therelease of all political
prisoners and for abolishmentof unjust laws; helping frrm other groups
prepared to struggle for justice and human rights; supporting indigenous
rural development groups and coordinating religious organizations.

A1l the efforts of CGRS are directed at tackling theinjustices
and oppression that exist in sociebty using religious principles and
nonviolence as tho basio method, In all these activities CGRS hopes to
play a catalytic and coordination function rather than doing everything
directly itself,

Activibies of CGRS During April-June 1980

I, Human Rights Activities

1. Visiting, Helpine Prisoners and thelr Famileg

During the past three months CGRS continued with its regular
work of visiting and helping political prisoners and prisoners facing
injustices both in Bengkok andup-country, On its visits CGRS provided
these prisoners with necessary assistanceand also with moral support
and encouragement, It also gave regular assistance to poor families of
some prisoners, and from time-to-time arranged for the families to visit
the prisoners or atbtend thetrial hearings,

2., Providing lLegal Aid

CGRS tries to ensure that political prisoners and prisoners
facing injustices have legal protection, legal representatives and hope-
fully a fair trial in just courts, CGRS has not only given direct
assistance such as finding experienced defence lawyers for the pri-
soners, helping raise and arrange bail, etc, but also has given assis-
tahce to lawyers defending political cases, organized campaigns for
the release of prisoners and changingunjust laws, and so on.
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as a place "o change the begaviour and promote the chances of reform
among convictas",

On July 7, representatives of 5 groups which had participated
in the meeting were allowed to meebt and talk with the Mirister of Intertor,

The Minister agreed during the conversation that the problems
like torlure; overcrowdedness, lack of water, food, medical care, and
lavatories and hard physical labor, really exist in prisons, He pro=
nises to take the suggestions from the meeting under his consideration,

In addition, GGRS and UCL have publighed a small booklet on
prisons,

‘Verious newspapers have shown interest in this campaign and have
reprinted or written articles on the issue (both pro, and con, )

However, we realize that further steps and activities still needed
to be done from both our and the authorities! parts, before !'promises!
turn to 'practices!,

o+ Campaien Apainst Repression in South Korea (Kwangju incident)

Feeling deoply concerned about the May incident in Kwangju, South
Korea, CGRS submitied a lotter to the President Choi Kyu-Hah, through tke
Embassy of the Republic of Korea on May 30, The embassy, however, locked
the door, refusing to receive the lotter, which was later on sent by post
to the President at the Blue House in Seoul,

In the letter, CGRS urged the:South Korean government to ‘"make
utmost efforts towards solving the country's conflicts fnrough peaceful
r2an3; that all those who suffer in connection with this unfortunate
event will be treated fairly and humanely, and that the Korean people's
rights to choose their oun destiny will be upheld™,

On the same day, CGRS staged a street theatro about the violent
repression in Kwangju at Thammasat University, and asked for donations
from tha avdience, /& total of 5002,50 Baht was collected, and sent to
help the Koreans injured during the iﬁcident through the Internation
Committes of {he Red Cross and a group of Koreans in Japan,

IT, Rural Develoument Activities

Through the country there are dedicated people and groups struggl-
ing to improve their quality of life, particularly in rural areas, Most
of these groups are working entirely on their own, have no idea how other
people are dealing with the same problems, and feel that they are alone
with ne one to help them,

Since 1979 CGRS has been trying to support these indigenous groups
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The participants of the sominar have seén the importance of
dialogue and cooperation between different religions in their social
activities, and have decided that CGRS is the most suitable organization
to take this initiative, .

2+ Ahssisting in the Training of Monk Bare~foot Doctors

During May 6-20, the Religious Commission for Development,
a newly-established ecumenical commission, held a training for 60 monks
bare-foot doctors who came. from varioug parts of the country, The train-
ing was held at Mshachula Buddhist Monk University, and has gained much
support and cooperation from variouns drganizations and institutions, such
as the Mahidol Medical University, Komol Keamthong Foundation, Justice
and Peace Commission of Thailand and CGRS,

Representatives of GGRS were also invited to speek on the

toplc "Young People and Religious Mission" and to lead the seminar that
folloved,

IV, Micro Media Activities

Throughout the many years of its work with the reople, CGRS has
realized that one crucial factor for the success or failure of our work
is the media, We have also realized that all the big and influencial
medias.such as radio, hewspapers and television, do not serve the
people, but serve the exploitative system, Moreover, they are controlled
by capitalist monopolies which makes it even more difficult for us or for
the people to break through it.

Therefore, OGRS has tried to seriously think about thealternative
micro media, a media that is really 'under our control and will serve our
work for the people,

- Since fipril, two people have worked full time for GGRS on miero
media activities, We have produced a slide set on Indochinese Refugees,
On May 30, we staged a street theatre to protest the repression in South
Korea (Kwangju incident), and on June 13, helped the Rama IV slum residents
to stage a direct action in front of the Parliament Building to protest
the eviction,

In addition, in order to strengthen the base for micro media work,

" the two CGRS staff have given basic theatre knowledge and theatre training
to students at Thammasart and Kasetsart universities in Bangkok, and given!
training on slide production to students of Chiengmai university, :
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in various ways, for example, to build up a network system for them so
that they could share experience and help, Along with activities done

in rural areas, CGRS tries to make the urban people more conscious of

the problems that the rural people are facing, and encourage them to help
both directly and indirectly,

CGRS has taken the malnutrition problem as & main emphasis of
its rural development work, Malnutrition is currently one of the most
serious problems Thailand is facing, with 60% of children under 5 years
0lé being undernourished, and 55,000 children dying cach year from
milnutrition,

At the village level, CGRS has tried to identify villages faocing
serious malnutrition problems and seek village leaders who will organize
the people to carry out the anti-malnutrition project such es the lunch
for children program, self-reliance agriculture, rice bank and cov bank,
ebo, - It has also arranged for a network system for groups involved in
the anti-malnutrition activities through meetings and exchange visits,
so that they could share their experience,

While tackling malnutrition problems at the village level, CGRS
at the same time has a study project - "Where has the food gone?" to
study on the malnutrition problem in Thailand, its rcotcauses and effects,
CGRS also tries to conolenticize the public about the problem through
campaigns, direct actions, publications and slide showa,

III. BReligious Relations Activities

Though the vast majority of Thais actively profess adherence
to one or other of the major world- religions, in general, they and
their religious leaders adhere more 4o the form of their religions,

. rather than the content and the real meaning, If the conflicts in
society are to be reduced, and a widescale and violént civil war avoided,
it is absolutely essential that religious groups and leaders become
involved in really practising their principles, take on a socially res-
ponsible role, and really become involved in tackling non-violently
the evils of society,

During & three month period, CGRS carried out the following
activitiest= R

1. Ecumenical Seminat on Relipgion and Soecial Responsible Role

~ was held during May 3-5 at a northeastern province of Korat, Partici~
pating in the seminar were commitbtee members and staffs of CGRS, reli~
gious leadsrs, writer%{community workers and students,

During the seminar, the 40 participants who are from different
religions, namely Buddhism, Christianity and Islanm, enthusiastically
oxchanged their views on religious roles in solving gocial 1lls, as well
as tried to understand and appreciate other religions.,



