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Zo Our Readers

In this April grand celobration will be held throughout Thailand
when its capital, reaches its bicentennary, Ironically, while
thousand of millions Baht were poured down for errogant and
lwmricus cercmenies to create Improssive imege for fereign tourists
and investors, majority of Thal people are left in miseries and
despair. Despite of the coming new century, there 4s no gign of
hepe for malmourished children, young prostitutes, landless peesants,
low-waged labourers or those people whese rights are infringed.

From " The Humen Rights Situation in Thailand in 1981" In this issue
of HRIR, you will see to what dogree common pcople in the 200th year
of Bangkok have security in their lives snd whether or mot they have
promising years in the third cenbtury of Banglkok.

In this lssue you may notice that we include™essages and Servicesh
which is intended to keep our readers informed about activities of

. groups and organizatiens in Thailand which are actively invelved in
dovelopment and justice promotick. This wlll enable groups and
organizations cutside Thailand to establish network or contaet with
Thai NGOs which are now growing in many fields. Materials on Thailend
cither in form of book, slide show or £ilm will alsc be covered in
this gectdon. Co

For five years HRIR hos been publisked regularly with comsiderable
help and contribution from friends whe are im golidarity with us,
Above all is tremendous sunport from the World Usiversity Service and
the Uniting Church in Australis which continususly hkelp us reproduce
srd distribute HRTR to our readers in Europe and Australia and New
Zealand respectively for already =lmost. three yoars, However, contri-
bution from friends in other repicns is still Tor HRATR which costs us
for the preduction and distributien about TSH 12 per person per yoar.

Thus any Melp you can provide us or the orgenizations you recaive your -

copy from would be most welcome. Though we are plcosed to mail HRTR
~ bo friends who comsider it wseful and informetive 5 we would also
appreciate if those who ne Jonger went to roceive it weuld inform us
5o that we can avoid wnneceasary expenditure.
W X
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATICN

. The number of kiliisgs in the lnst Few months inereased to such

en extent that it Y0ofme an dmportent aspect of the human rights situwation
- durdng that period. TFrom the ond of December 1981 to early March 1982,

slx persens involved in the =truggle for justice and soud- cauge were killed,
<, and one wes seriecusly injurzd. Aseng this rumber, four were Journelists
* and the remaiming threo were, wegpectivaly, ore lobour leader, one leading
teacher and cne educetionist. The First incidert took Tloce on last December 28
when M. Tim Bun-~ia; representatfve of the teachers of Buriram Province, was
- shot dead while embering his house late in the evening, He had pleyed an
“impertant role in defending the rights of previncial teschers, and before his
death had protested a case of graft in wehool-buildings, worth 100 millien

baht, which roportedly hed very much angered influemtial persons. eoncerned,

) - Two weeks after, in the scuthern provinee of Nakorn S1 Tharmarat,
Mr. Surcl Chumchewa, reporter of the woll~known Thai languzge daily Thei Rath,
was punmed down by o group of notorioucly repressive Bangers en January 12,1982,
- Be had reperted certein mistake of rangers operation which esused throe deaths
" among them, These rangers had put pressure on Me. Sumol net %o publish the
report, bub ke wns adamant, In the wmke of this incident, the Jowrnalist'
Laseciation of Thailard appealed %o the govermmont for protection of reporterst
security, bus to ne avail. Meresvor,two months after, two more provineial
. reporters were killed in the same wiry. The first cne, Mr. Anant Aphivata. -
- udomidhun, wepg rbor of the Thai languoge daily Deo Slam, was killed late in-
the night of February 14, 1983, ia the ity diFtrict of Nongkhat Province.
He had' earlier appesled to the Inisten of Intericr for protection against
‘thrests on his iife. On March 7 s 1482, in the southern province of Phetcheburi,
Mr. Prasit Tabpilathong, editor of the Thai language dally Sen Moanchon, was
shot dead in his ‘office. Hio dexth was believed Lo be linked with roports
published in his nowsparnar onm grafl imvolving some previneial officials,
loatding to the transfer of & police officor frexm the mrovince. i
e - Ope woek later, Mr. Woméhal Entthajumphol, ancther reporter of an
Tohamed newspaper, was serlously wounded in an awbush. He wes bolieved to
bave reported news affneiing the imterests of scme influertial peopie in the
Qentrel province of Makorn Pathem. . - - :

On Februnvy 4, 1982, Mr. Sommnl Pholehni, lawyer atiached to the
Ministry of Edueaticn, was gumnod down by an unlmown group of killers .
bafore a erowd in tho hiart of Pangkek. He has a yeputation as a clean
banded civil servant exd p kock amdstizater Luto cases of corruption izvel-
ving officials ‘of the Ministw:, lony corrupt officisls had heen punished
thanks to his investigaticnz. Before kis death, he had been handling a
-reported graft cers coneerning tho oxamination of wouwld-lbe teachers in the -
. cantral prevince of Ayuthya.. - ’
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In another ease a labour  loader succumbed to an assassination.
Mr. Chamlong Raksulk, o werkers' leader of a smelting factery in the cene
tral province of Smutprakern, was shot dead on last Mareh 6 while entoring
hig heuse in fromt of the factory. He had been involved in striving for a
higher status for workers and had been facing threats cm his 1ife. He weg
going to become 2 committee member of the Federation of Iron and Steel
Werkers of Thailand.

: Only the accused, comnected with the casea of Mr. Sommal Fhol-
chai, lawyer, and of Mr. Sumol Chumcheus, reporter, were arrested. In the
latter case, cnly one Suspect was arrested and was belleved to be a 5CApE~

© goat, for numerous eyswitnesses maintain that many notorious rengers wepe
inveolved in the killing.

- - Together with the killings of Justice~loving persons menticned
ebova, government officials! misdeeds wore widely reported throughout the
country, From tho end of last December to early February this year, nob.
iess tham 23 innocent people including children ard vomen were killed by
government offiecers in every region, Not counted in this number were
those wounded. Most of these actions toek place in remote arcas where .
armed officers wore considered influentisl, Awmidst these sufferings cansed
by govermment officials? abuse of power, on Jenuary 26, 1682, the Ministxy
“of Interlor issued Regulation No. 4, returning the authority to police
officers throughout the country to arrost any suspect without pricr consent

. from-the administrative authorities. This weuld facilitate police actions
and Increase the power of the polics. In practics, this would slso Lead to
harrassment by the police of fmmecent peeple; 1t would eutherizo police -
officers to fabricate or find evidence against those suspects after their
arrest. The infamous systenm of'arresting first and finding evidence after®
wes thus revived. It should be nobed that the Inmterior Ministry's Regulaw
tion No. 3, issued on Decomber 15, 1980, stipulated that the police must
seek permission from the administrative awthorities befere procecding to
any arrest ; desplie this change, however, threats against innocent pacple
wers frequently reperted. It s thus reagomable to fesr that with the new
Regulation Ne. 4 in effoct, moro and more people will be affected by the
police's oventusl abuse of power. =~ - ’

4s far as noteworthy military operations during Januery - Mereh
this year are concorned, the one codenamed "Operation Teircmyen 9" was
conceivod tobo the biggest ever launched in the South, the aim of which
wea o destroy one of the biggost commnist strongholds in thet ares.
This operation lasted from Februsry 18 to miduMarch this year and ended
with the seizure of this camp, In the meantime, the military suthoritlcs
admitted that thls "search and destroy" operstion created serious problems
to the local populations. Houses, barns and ricefields of many possant
families in the areas suspected of being undér compnlst influence, were
destroyed ond burned down by government forges - especially those situated
between kilometres 4-6 at the entrance of the road leading to the communist
camp, Houses zlong thit road were burned to sshes, causing suffering and
discontent %o the Innocent villagers. Even theugh thers were na reports
about villagers indiseriminately killed by the soldiers, the burning down of

toeir houses increase the inmocent people’s animesity towards the autherities

end the government ferces. To & certain extent, this kind of nilitary opera-

tlon couses a political problem and in no way could be seen &s & true victery

for the governmenmt. 4ll the mere so if the innocent people affected by such

operationy are not taken ecavo of or indemnified for demages caused to them by .

the government scldiers.
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The human righta situstion in Thailand in 1981 waa crsentlally uet
different from that in 1920. Zventhough more democratic rights { of thought
of speech, of cxpression, including the werkers' vight to strike) were grantoed,
“the povermmont still wmaintained certain restrictionsz: certaln cases were -
at1ll under the jurisdiction of the military tribunal ond marbial law snd
decrees restricting press freedom wera still in force,. Furthermore, widely
reported were viclations of human rights, threats, ansassinations by such
Security unibs as Rangers, police sbe.

: L. In 1981, certain laws rastrictling clvil liberties were abtill in
foree, such as-the National Administrative Reform Council'ts decrecg No.o 1,8,
29 and 30, authoriziag Sthe milltary tribunal to examine capes relating to
vational security, cormuiist activitiea, ste, In this cmse, delendants have
o right bo appeal. Undor the existing Anti-Communist Activities Ack, any.

, Perzon churped with communist activities can be detalned for g pericd of .
(180 days by a wimple order of the Police Dlrector and an adiiiional period .
of 270 days if oo ordered by the military tribunal.
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Throughout last year many people were arrested ¢n charges of commntat
activities; the number of these people has never been revealed, however.
A3 was reported, they were, smong many others, , Wimcl Plantamdes, Chanchal
Chansailchennathi, Surachal Sae Dan. Damri Reugnsutham, They were all detaluned
at the temperary debenmbien center of the Bangken Police Scheool.

raped and trreavesed. During the last three years, the Rangers were said to
be imvolved in at least 128 coses throvghout the country. Out of this rumber
84 ceses were related to the killings of 132 pecple ineluding children, women,
villege headmen and even policemen, In mest of the cages, punishmenta could -
not be meted out Yo criminal Rengers, despite the autherities' continual
apsertions following each lmportant inecidemt that stricter control would be
exercised over these trouble-meking Ramgers, and thet these who misbehaved.
would be severely puaishad. These zssertions have regularly been made since
‘1980 and yet the rangers’abuse of power is still widely reported, . In some
cases they are cven protected by thelr owm Buperiors. Misbahaviour of
Rangers in 1981 can be summarized 23 follow: ’

a5 I

Since the end of 1980, the mumber of commmist insurgents and those
accused of belng pro-commmist whe suwrrendered themselves to the authorities
had steadily been on the rise, roughly estimated at 4,000.  This number
included political leaders, students, labowr leaders whe had joined with the
communists in the wake of the bloody 6 Cctober 1976 incident., Towards these
pecple, the governmments has apparently been pursuing a lendernt policy by
bringing no charges against them and sending them to variocus recrientatien
centers, such a3 the fomous Karunyathep Center, before their eventual release.. .
The exact number of these centers and that of thess recriented have never been " -February 13, 1981-Kesem Pinyo was shot desd by Rangers who suspected
revealed either, him of being a communist synpethizor bince his house was Located in 2 sensitive
‘ared. He wms a ;ative from Surat Theni and had sebtled on his coffes planta-
Zon in Klong Thom Distrist, Krabl Provinee in 1977.. :

-4pril 11, 1981~-Bwrvon 3i-In'was shot dead by 3 Rengers in Chawang
District, Molkorn 81 Thammcret Prowince. Hias relatives who putitisned the
olice were also threatercd by the Renpers. ’
o =Aprdl 28, 1981 - E5 ard Roman Suthikern were robbed and the former
was shot dead at tholr home ir Nalden Sub-District » Nakorn Si-Tharmarat,
o -Aprdl 28, 1981 - A pollcemar snd 2 peszengers were shot doad by 5 Rangers, who
attached to 4151 Cember of Cozbined Forces in Surat Theni ,during their rebbery
of .the Thonburi-Sungai Xolok train.
~May 2, 1981 -~ Pun Kongehaisl was shob desd et a ' Ranger ¢
Nel Toon Bose, Nekorm i Tf.g.mm:ab. . Ferple by @ e of
-May 7, 1981 - Chum Renpgihenp, o doputy village headman T
NB.kornMSli 1Tlfmn:ma.reri:., wiz ghot do:dyby a ﬁangor. ¢ of Ben Tha B,
[ =Mey 12, 1961 - Win Relchaneo wog shot dead by Rangers
JPromidiri Digtriet, Nokorn 51 Thoumarat, i 3% s house in
-M':,%r 23, l":‘}Sllt-%;.dKr'];:d’hh;mat, & villege headman of Moo 7 in Nakorn Si
at, was shet dew o Funger whorwas angry wi
‘the povernor abourt his rxis%eimx'iggr;‘ ) ¥ith his complaint to

. —Juze 21, 1981 ~ Pin Scozucdie; n wos shot doad by Rangers in T
SubaDistrict, Nakown Si Thommapat, - v fngers in Thon Thug
e -lugust 18, 1981 - Eleven pessons were massacred by twent

’ ¥y Rangers
who fired om the crovd avtonding o funeral in City Distriet, Nakorn Si Themmarat,
Sixteer others wore wounced. . .
i, ~Oetober 23, .1961 - Chingeaal Swasdimengkhiol was shot dead by agroup of
3 Bangers who roided tho City Polic: Station of Chantaburi to free his friend,

In 1981, there were reports that persons who hsd joined the communista
end later had surrendered to the suthorities, or those suspected of collaborating
with the commmists or of being commmist sympathizers, were killed either
publicly or secretly or simply diseppeared mystericusly, The method of secret
killings . gained currency and officers involved were sometimes specially
rewarded for so doing. Some of such victims are as follow:

- In the begimning of 1981 three construction workers namely Lek Antans;
Syun Chiewhagan, Vichien Chauwephong. whe had joined the Commmist Party of
Thailand in Nakors SI Thammarat and lster defected wore shet dead in the park
of City Distrdet by 7 gunmen. ' '

- December 24, 1980 - Fongsek Thirapatthapaibocn and Kemel Piambomdee,
& brother and a nephew of Wimon Plantamdee who hed beon arrested end cherged
with being commmist, disappeered, Their relatives did not receive any inforw
mation frem them since then.

- May &, 1981 - Darcnec Panypbusyakun, a HRoplamhaeng Tniversity
greduate disappeared after leaving home in Chachoengsao Province to take an
examination in Bangkok. - Her parenbs informed the Thai Lawyers' Association
asbout the incident in Jupe. She was later released from the Investigation
Center situsted in Bangkok Karumyathep Center in July and obtained froedom
again,

- July, 1981l ~ Silpasert Packaew, o deputy Secretary Genmersl of the
now~defunct National Student Center of Thailend in 1974, who defeeted from ormed
resistance movement of CPT in 1981 disappeared in’July that year. His relatives
believed that the military seeretly arrested him, According to on informed
source, he had been killed shertly after his arrest.

. 3. Oe December 15, 1950 +he ruterior Minsstry's crder Ne ‘
1ssued, aceordiny Yo which the awtherity to ﬂ:‘:cstyd. criminal siﬁ%ggg :lesuld.
:e exercised only if the police had solid evidence and only if the sdminjstra-
ive authoritids conmccrned comsent +o such @ move, TFor a while this order
Ed constitued v owd exbtdnl a pudrantoe ageinst any abuse of power. However
tha'.']:‘.‘ggl the Police Peparizeat coliclted the Ministry of Imterior to review,

is repenl, ‘such a rile on the ground that 1t obstructed the flexible
Sxerclse of the police autherite. Ca January 26, 1982, Interior Minister

Signed order No 471582, rope ‘ ning

. d pealing the former order,retur to th

:?: anthority to arroct wibhoy ’ I iy
5.

2, The anti-gperrilia armed unit, betber known as the Ranger, was set
up to combat commurist insurgents, This wunit wes under the conmtrol of the
Commander in Chief of the Army. In 1982 military officials reported this undt’
succoss in communist suppression operations, in consequence of which the
nurber of Rangers would reportedly increase from 24 bettallons in 1981 to 32
battaiiona in 1982. - The fact that the dati- Commmist Activities Act
fully autherized Bangers to kill without any prior investigation of any
commmist suspect, and that these Rangers were usually not well disciplined,led
to widely reported abuses of power; lumocent people were robbed, killed, abduche L prior corsent from the administrative authori-
acedn mi'l‘his pro'VQEc?d 4 c?ntrc":c:sy cmong different circles, mamely lawyers,
could ¢S, journaiist, ovudeats and other segmenta, as to how ecivil libertics

be protected fa the face of the now Interior Mindstor's order, It appesred
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thet arrests by the police were often far from Justified, and that cach year
reports were widespread that a number of innocent people were unjustly
arrested, threatened, assoulted and even killed by the pelice, Iollowing
are scme illtrestment of the police:

- Februsry 4, 1981 « On Sareburi~Lomsek highway, the local police and
administrative officials killed@ 7 villagers, The victims' hands were tied
behind with handeuffs and they were shot in the head, The authorities then
cremated the bodles and made & report accusing them of being robbers who.
wers shot durdng the clash witk police. The locel witnesses sald that those
victims had no weapons or any equipment for robbery whereas there were guna
and hand grenades beside their bodies affer the incident.

- March 7, 1981 Tung Mahamek police killed 2 teenagers out of a
grovp of 3 encounbered in the dark during their patrol. They started to
investigate but the three ran sway. The police claimed afterwards that the
teenagers fired first. FHowever a.38 pistol of .8 fecnager never fired. )

- March 15, 1981-Flow Haisean was srrested together with four of his '
friends by ten policemen of Nong Ya-Plong Sub-Distrlet of Petchaburi,

He dissppeared sfterwards, Hisz brother was infermed later by the police that:
they had arrested ngbedy. .

- May 26, 1981-A vocatlonal student was killed by police whe attempt

to press false theft charges apgminst him, The vietim, Anuche Borisubh, was -

. beaten up in the custody and dled in o hospital after he had confeased %o the

charge end was released on bail, . ’ -
" = June 26, 1981 - On Tuyen, a worker of Sanyc Company wes arrested

by police of Bengma District, Bangkek on charges eof stesling his neighbourfs
notoreycle. Lator he was beaten to death in the custody. '

4. The Netional Asministrative Reform Council's order No 42 and the
1941 Law on the Press, controlling and forbidding certain publications,
wope still in full force. These lnws authorized the Press Officer to withdrad
licenses of publishers, advertisers, zditors and owners of publications if the
Preas Officer .deemed that articles, reports appearing in those publications
were detrimental to the mabtion or the govermment, ete. In 1981, & number of
publications were crdered clogsed or served the notice by the suthoritien
according to these laws. Scme of publicatiens are as follow:

- March 1622, 1981 - Dac Siam newspaper was closed feor 7 days for
publishing cbscent pictures.

— March 5, 1981- Phadet Phuripatiphan, editer of Naecw Na daily nows—
peper was charged with disclosling govermmental secrets in nsuspaper. !

- March 16, 1981 - Press Officer warned all nowspaper «ditors not te
report that the government finances were not sufficient to pay civil servants,
sinee such a report would weaken the security of the govermment.

- Aprid 15, 1981 - Editors of overy newspsper were summoned by Press
Officer to be waxned not to report on further development relating to the
abortive cowp in Lprdl 1-3, including rumotrs of enother coup. ’

) - May 22, 1981 ~ Cheo Thai dgily newspaper, Nacw Ne dally newspaper,
and Su Anakob weekly mogezine were warned by Press Officer in the case of
reporting the secret memo of a master mind of abortive coup, but the Chao
Thal : editor refusad to sign the neme to accept the warning. ’

‘= hugust 3; 1981 Dao Siam newspaper was closed om a charge of
distorting the news which would affect the peacefulness and security of the @

T

- November 16, 198l ~ Press Officer warned editcrs of every newspaper

.not to present a frightful headline,

A3 a matter of prineiple, the MARG's ovder No., 42 was wrdemocratic

- and violabes the freedom of thought, of speech of the journalists, Many quarters

were thus opposed to and demended the abolition of this order, In the past

. few years, a certain number of Mambers of Parliament did meke movés in that
 directicr, but Yo no avail,

4s for the jownalists, many of them apparently contimue to be

threztoned, abtacked and killed for having exposed the misdeed of officialé
end influential people.

- Fobruozyl? . - Supasek Jusamut, 4 local reperter in Kradbi Province,

was killed duo to his attack against the misbehaviour of the efficials. .

- February 28, 1981- Wisit Sithart, editor of Siang Chao Bzan in Flehit |
Province, was shot dead by 3 gunmen in his office. Bofore his death, Wisit
had reported the corruption of military budget in the province and disclosed
the people involved. ) ’

~ March 14, 1981 - A men threw a hand prenade into the house of Somsak

. Wetcharapirem, Thai Roth daily nowspaper's reporter in Nekorn Rajsima .Semsak

kad earlier written reports sttacking the illegal log business in the province,
- Lipril 17, 1981 - Sakon Duangkacw, reporter of Daily News in Saraburi,
was shot dro’to bis report of iafluential people who killed the villagers to
gselze thelr land in Lopburl Provines. )
= June 9, 198l - Pisit Soythursm, Matichen newspaper's reporter in
Nakorn Pathom, was threatened by & stranger dwe to his report abowt the move

of people against the Crime Suppressicn Polico.

« June 10, 1981 - Montrl Phathrawnt, Thai Reth 's reporter inm Nokornm
Sawan and editor of local Seri Nokern newspsper, was shob dead in his eex on
the way back home, He had reportied thé corrupt background of a policeman
which resulted in the investigation of this policeman. -

- June 17, 1981 -~ Manu Thawikwi, reporter and photographer of Dao Siam,
and Sekol Cheiyeldham disappeared from a restaurant after taking pictures of
the restaurant which weas believed one of the bip pambling ploces owned by
en influential porson.

~ June 26, 198] ~ Chak Mrasak Na hyadhyn, a phetographer of Chao That
daily newspaper was threatened and jostled by scldiers of Gen inthit Yamlang—ck.

. 5. Throughowt 1980, labour unions and organizations as woll as labour
congresses of various sectors made o move towards the lifting of the law
prohibiting strikes. Finally, iz Jamsry 1981, the government abolished the
Interior Mirilstry's crder of Cctober 8, 1976  which banned 2l} laboup strikes
and closures of factories or lay-offs, It was accepted that workers could
strive for their logitimate rights,

Since the begiming of 1981, a2 big number of workers had been laid off.
For the first nine monthas of the same yesr, this number wus cotimated at
7,000, The madn pretext usually used by the cmployers was loss of profit.
It sheuld be noted, however, that many of those who were laid off were
tembers or committco members of different labeur wrions striving for their
lawful rights., Some lay~offs of workers are as follow:
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- Sghamit Mctor Seat and Craft Gompany, located in Bangkok which
produeed motorcyele cushion. lald off 63 workers whe wer labour unicn's
members after thoy had demended fmprovements in the employment condition.

= C.H.iuto Port Company in Samut Frakarn lald off 132 workers who
demanded improvements in the empleyment condition.

- Piyayat Rubber Industry Company in Ba.gkok which produced Jump Master
shoes dismissed 12 lsbour union cormdttec members,

- Charoen Sawad Elastie Artificial Fibre Company in Nekorn Pathom
dismissed 19 worker representatives after they had submitted their demands
for improving the employment condition,

During the first nine months of 1981, the labour Department received
3,186 petitions from workers appesling against unfalr frcatment by employers-
invelwing 13,266 workers, During the same peried, thers were 158 labour
dispute and 38 lsbour strikes involving 80,188 and 13,933 workers respec-
tively. Alse in 1981, 79 acw labour unions -29 in B:ngkok and 50 in the
provinces — were registered st the Labour Department.

The Iabour Department's factory inspections in 1981 revealed that 80
per cemb. or most of bhe factories still vieloted vericus aspects of labour
laws i.e. refusal to pay minimum wage, illegal employment and worlking
conditions, etc.

© These stotistics suffieced to indicate the degroe to whdch the labouwr
situation hed become tense, especially in the secomd helf of 1981. This
tension resulbted ir increasing the number of workers and labour leaders
striving for their rights, who were threatened, pttacked and killed.
Followlng are scme cazes above mentioned:

—-Lpril 10, 1981 = Vichien Prangthong, the former president of the
Komolki% Rice Mill labour union,was shot dead in his house in Nonthaburi
Provinge., The cause of wmurder was related to his arblbrary dismissed on
March 7 after workers had staged e strike. He 2ftervards filed a lawsuit
against his employer demanding compensaticon |

= ODetober 1, 198L - Lfter the Honeywell workers failed to win -
concessiona in negotiations and wore all -dismissed, thoy went back in 2 cars
to their hemes. On the way gangsters drove close to thelr cars and hit
the windshields, causing 2 wounded.

- October 2, 198L ~ Gangsters in 2 small trucks hit the workers of
Charoen Sawad Elast_:.c hrtifical Fibre Company in Nakorn Pothom during the
strike in front of the factory. It was reported that the police standing
nearby at the time of the incident did nething.

- Qetober 15, 1981 Samrong Nophachot, president of the Sahafarm
Poultry Company lazbour union,and its two committee members were attacked
by two unimown gunmen while they were waiting for a bus efier the meeting in
Banglkok. Serrong and his friond were shot dead . They ware key porsons
1n the formation : of the lsbour union a.nd cnmpaignod {or better working
conditions at the factory

As to the condition of child labour, t,hey were essentlaily not
different from those in previcus years. It wes believed that a big mmber
of medivm-size and smell factories still illepnlly omployed children.
FPolive rescues of {lave child . labourers from many "hellish factories”
wars regulsrly reported in the press.

-.9—,_‘

6. In 1981, no political arrests - except those of commmist

puspects - were reperted, Certain politieal cases submitted as criminel cases
~ too were rejected by the court as mull and void. Such cagses s.ra s follows

- The case of Chaweewsn Pobpusk, a key person in forming the la.bour

3 undon of DIC Industry Company, who was arrested on charges of stealing .

- The case of Fhra Prochusb Khalkhai, sn active monk on development
in Sekon Nalkorn Province, who was arrested on charges of dressing as a monk

- yithout apprevallof the Church.

Since mid-~1981, many human rights protection groups and people
ecncerned have appealed to the goverament for lenieney towards those
detained by successive orders of former Prime Minister Thanin Kravixien
and Gen Kriangsek Chomenand, empowered by Articles 21,27 and 200 of the then
Comstitutions. It was srgued that these punishments were ordersd without o
dua process of law, thus had violated human rights and equity. of law.

' The trend is that the government might reconsider this issue and gr:mt
2 pa.z-don %o these deta.:.nces on a case=by-caze basis

At the end of 1980, 186 Chinese and Vietnemese dats.inaes long waiting
to be exiled to their respective countries were released from jail. At the
end of 1981, 39 mere of these persons wore 3%ill detained at the temporary
detention center of the Bangken Police School. The authorities ssserted that
the delay was due to lack of documents such zs alien registration . It should

. be poted that many of thenm hod alrondy been in prison for 18 years.

In 1981, many capital punishments wore meted cut to klllers, robbers
and ropists. There was aldo an abtbempt by official circles te incorporste -
a provizion on capital punishment inmto the penal cods to be applied to those
charged with a.lle;za.l possession of war weapons.

[

Conclusion . .
. T T

Various aspects of the human rights situation in Thailand in 1583 were
oot improved, if not detericrating, compaked to 1980. Everbthough the government
had granted more freedem of thought and of spoech to the people, it still
maintalned certhin restrictions. A% the same time, violations of human rights
and vivil Liberties comtinued. The armed units still freely threatened the
people, sow no restriction of their aubhority and Had their stremgth increased.
No measures were taken to cosure more safety in 1ife and properties of the
peeple. Most workers did not benefit from the minimum wege as Tequired by
the law. On the other hand, the chremic poverty of the peeple was such that
500,000 peasant femilics lacked Lermlands. . 55,000 children under § years old
Hed from malmitrition and those above that ago,by the hundred of thousands,
came t¢ work in unheslthy factories in- Bamgkok.  Slum dwellers were rogulariy
evicted from their areas; More then half s million women rescrted to
prostitution to survive. These are the aspects of society that apparently

. refiect the shtvation of human rights in Thailand in 1961,

-




RiMa IV COMMUNITY : THE STRUGLE CONTINUES

On September 25, 1981 an agreement wes signed betwoen the rosidents
of Rama IV commmnity and the United Bangkok Development Co Ltd in an
attempt to end the 15 year struggle over the disputed land of 20.8 acres,

The sgreement bound the company to set aside parta of the land to construct
" flata for the slum residents who chooge %o stay in the area and to pey
coapensation to these willing to move out.

However the fight is not settled yet. Six montha have passed and
ne agrecpent on details of the fista to be congtructed hes been reached,
There still remains the questicn of how big the flats will be, whether a
schocl and market will be provided for the rosidents and how marny stories
the building will be. Hewever this does not mesn that the situntion is
"quiet®. A4s time passes the compeny adopta every means for its oun benefit,
The dmpoverished residents, wko are net sure whether or not tho £lats will
be constructed, are being offered several thousand baht by the company in
exchange for their evacmebtion. Every resident who accepts money and leaves
the lard meens one less flat the campany wonld have 4o build and eventually
more land for their commercial cemter. Those whe prefer to stay on the
land were warnéd, if not hareased, by company representatives that they
might be homeless if the did not comply. -

The company undoubtedly imows that fire is an effective means to
drive people from the land. In January alone five fires ceccwred in the
ares but pecple manoged to put them all oub., The latest incident toock place
cn January 28 whon & teenagor was scen sround 2,00 am, pouring benzine cn
a house and starting a fire before runndng to o motoreyele and speeding away,

Even though the fires wers extinguished before thoy could spread
throvgh the sluis, the repeated incidents fuel the slum dwellers! tension.:
dbout twenty families wero convineged 4o Jeave whon thoy wire asked by some

compeny reprosuntatives, "Which one do you prefer, momey {componsatien)
or ashes?m . .

Aleng with the buying-off of dwellers is the company's move to got
rid of hard-corse leadars of the commnity, On Februery 12 deputy chasrman
of the commmmity, Miss Suporn Srichalsupakit, was arrested following &
charge by the ¢cmpany that she had trespassed on the companyl's land, Ir
the charpe the company accused her of building an extension to ker house

. on land whkich had been recladmed by the firm from her nolghbour., Sho was
rclatsod on k=il ino doy later and.hor £ase 1o duo te bo browsht to tho
court’. . .

11

Regardless of their promise in the wgruemert not to harass the
squatters, the company uses every possible method to wosken the commnity

- and get dwollers off the land ao they can have more aren for their come

mereial cemter. Hewever, the commmnity is trying bard to face the company's
threat and stick together in the fipht for justice., The victery of Rams IV
commnlyy in the first round of the fight thot was marked by the September

--1981 agreement is the rogult of people'’s stubborn resistanco, =nd significent

support from friends around the world who pressed the govermment to intere
vezo in the dispute in favour of the dwellers,' Now the Rams IV community
is entering the second round of fighting and your support is still badly
needed to moke the company aware that'the warld is supportine peoples! right
to land and housing and that thoir barragswent must be helted.

Flease keep up the pregsure :

1) write a. letter requesting the govermment to make the company comply
wikh promises made im the agreement.

Gen Prom Tinsulsmonda
Prime Minister

Thal Xu Fo

Bangleol

2) write letters of support to Rama IV Commnity

Committoe of Rame IV Commmnity
¢/o Mrs. Somsri Roowbhongtrod
162 Trok Talsrd R
Elong Toey .
Bangkek 10111




MISUSE CF GCVERNMENT POWER

1, Doctor killed in s brow

Chumporn, Jamuary 30, 1962

L doctor waa killed and four cother people seriously Iinjured when o
drunicen group of soldiers engaped in & shocting with policemen at a foodshop
in Maeng Distriet, Chumporn FProvince, -

I Nenthapol Chimsathayurst, 27, who was atiached te the provinedal
hospitel was hit in the hoad and died shortly after arrival in hospitel,
Many eyewltresses ddentified Sgt, Thawat Sribunpusn as the murderer. Twolve
policemen and four soldiers who were allegedly involved in the brawl were
later arrested. (Bangkek Post 10/2/82) :

2. Two policemen and a soldier murder a woman and twe boys '

Nekorn Rajasima, Feburary 8, 1982

Two policemen and a soldier were arrested in comnccticn with the mmrdex
of a woman and twe l6-year-old beys. They were identified ag Pol Pt Suthet
Srisang, Pol Pyt Lkkeradej Fenthulowsn and Sgt Niwat .Ondi, The three were |
accused of wsing s handgrensde and M-16 riflos in an atteck on the three
vichims, Mrs Semchai Kanluang,52Z, her som Arun, 16, and her nephew Semel Wnt
sarreng, 16, while thay wore hoving dinner in their house of Park Chong District.
The gunmen were hired by Mr Thich Plangklang who wanted to kill Somchai’s
husband who he said wes responsible for his fatehr's death, (Nation 23/2/82)

3. r. kills efght at tomple fair

TUben Ratchathani, February 21, 1982 . )

Eicht people wore killed and 46 injuved whon a ranger lobbed o hond
grevade inte a crowd of ¢inems spectators at a temple foir,

The ranger, Sgt Momgkel Khenmpragarn, z plastoon commnder of ranger

- company 224 based in Ban No—saward,wss arrested shortly after the incident

in the compownd of Wat Potharam in Senangkhanikom sub-distriet.

Monpkol who was drunk, after havimg quarrelled with a group of
teenngers drinking in the temple srounds, tock out 2 hand erenade and hurled
it towsrds the youths who fled into n crowd of pecple wetching an open—air
movie (Netion 22/2/92)

4o ¥illepa defence wolunteors lkill three villagers

Nakern Si Thammarat, December 25, 1981

About 1,000 villagers and teschers of Ron Fhiboon District filed &
complaint with Licutenant Gen Harn Leelanond, the Commander of the Fourth
Army Region zpgainst the policemen and villape velunbeers who shot desd
3 villagers - parents and their child - by M-16 rifles in Ron Phiboon District
on December 25, 1981. They alsc present to the Commander the bullets rings
which were used te kill the victims from the sgene of the murder.
The accused nsmely Mr Suchart (sursame unkmown) ané o village defence volunteer
My Fung (surpame wnknown) were later arvested, (Matuphoom 28/12/81)

8. Rangers kj:. 11 and repe villepers

~l3=-

5. Marines rob and kill twe villagers

Traad, February 5, 1582

Four marines namely Jarcen Kagweuwan, Jarcen Intrarsksas, Chuchat Fhetnoo
and Bankern Nekchatrl attached to the military bese of Ban Haadlsk, Klongyed
Digtriet, robbed Mr Yeng, 57, and Mrs Yee Hoysang, 50, whe owned a small shop
‘mear the base. The victima resisted piving them valuables and wore shot to

: geath. Two of them woe also shot dead in the incident, (Thei Reth ¥/2/82)

6, Piye poorle robbed and kijled

Surat Thani, Janwary 18, 1982 :

A village defence volunteer, Mr Samien Bunscomphit, 22, attached to the
Earnchanadit District, together with another 2 persona rebbed and killed 5 people-
o man, his wife, their children and nephew. o

The three robbers reided the house of Mr Scmheon Soralaklikit, 60, shot
bim desd and took o polden race, 2 golden rings ard cash totalling 20,000 Baht,
Afterwards they tock his wife, his children and nophew and killed 2ll of them,
The four victims were idemtified as Mra Somsri, Thanomsal,ls, Sengsri,5, and

- Thavirat,d. (Thai Rath 22/1/1582)

7. BEieht police charged with murder of villager

Nokorn Sawan, March 10, 1982. . '
Sixteen people, including & Border Patrol pelicemen were charged in
the Nakern Sawan Provinelal couwrt with the murder of willager and gang robbery,

On December 9, 1981, the 8 policemen from Zome 6 Border Patrol Unit,
jofned an influentisl person, Sommno Chantranond, to murder Mr Ss.ard Kiatpow,

-whem they accused of being a communist. They later burnt his body to prevent
¢ Ldentification, After that they sngtched 20,000 Baht cush from his wife and

seized from other villepers and valudbles totalling slmost 100,000 Baht,
The raid was deme en the order of Samnes whe wanted to claiz lamd in the villuge,

A{Bangkok Pest 11/3/82) o

Phatbalung, February 5, 1982 E -
Mrs Buntaai and Mre Somsin Srinengchow, villegers of Chumpel Sub-District

and City Distriet filed a complaint to the . City District pclice against

Mr Nerong Kamduosng, @ renger and his friends ottached to the Ropper Company 407
in Phattalung., Narong snd his friemds were alleged to cut the heads of thedr
husbends - Mr Khajorn and Mr Rongeit Srincnrchow and left their eccrpses in the

‘forest beside the highs 1y.

On the same day, Ms Prom Nooket,-ls, a villager of No.tﬁong Sub.District

.alse filed & complaint to the police that she was raped by Mr Narong and was
-foreed to, be sold iz Miloyeia but she monaged to escape. (Matuphoom 12/2/82)




©1., Myrder of geven reporters and potivigbs

During December and March six poople were mrdered and cne was gericusly

injured. Their deaths all related to their strive for justice and right cause,
Four of them were reperters and journalist wiile the remainder were teacher,
educationlst and lebour lesder. ) '

Mr Tim Buneua , ome of the rural teacher representatives in the

' Primary Educaticn Cemmittes of Burdram Provinece was shot dead on December 28,

1081. He was atbacked while entering the fromt door of his hause at aboub
1 anm. after returnine from a charity fair of the Ban Satuk School in Satuk
District, Burirem Province. His pasasination was due to his important role
in the protest against corruption comected with the building and xestoring
of schools, costing sbout 10C million beht, which caused influential people
involved to become very angry.

* Mr Sumel Chumcheus, reporter of the mass circulation Thai Rath, was
killed by & band of srmy-trained rangers of unit 424 of Prowkiri District,
Nakern Si Thommstet in o heil of gunfire from M.16 rifles and shob guns oz
Jamuary 12, 1982. The traplc deeth of Sumol occurred while he was riding a
motoreyele, hending for his home. Before his death he wade a report of the
elash botween rangers of unit 424 and the Promkirl local police while on
patrol which was misteken to be the clsgh with the insurgents, 3 rongers died
snd 2 were wounded on Juruary 9, 1982. He wos asked by the rangers not te
report the incidents but he refused and aftervards was shot to death.

Mr Sommai Pholchai, lavyer attached to the Ministry of Fduecation
wes gunned and stabbed te death by 2 unknoun men in the lane to his house on
Charansanitwong Road in Bangkok at 5 pm. on February 4, 1982. Before the .
ineldent he investigoted the corruption of the officials in Ayuthya Province
which cansed & corrupted efficisls to be diomissed and sued. ’

" M Anest Apiimt-udcEkbun, & Teperter of Dap Siam ,. wnd shob dead in
bis own coffee shop in Nong ¥hai Provinee in the wight of Februvary 14, 1982.
Apant head cerlier sought help from Imterior Minjster Gen Sitthi Jirarote
stating that he feared an atiempt on his life.

Mr Chamlong Reksuk, a worker leader of Thod Spocinl Steel Company
waz killed by on unknown group of gunmen while he was entering his residence
nesy the factory in Musng District, Sammt Prakorn Province on March 6, 1982,
He was among worker leaders whe strived for a botler cordition of werkers in
the factory. He wag planning to run election of the Federation of Trom and
Steel Warkers of Thailand before he was lerlled.. )

Mr Praait Tebpinthong, editer oft tho local Ssyn Muanchen, axd reporter
of Dedly News was shot dead by two usknown punmen while he was working in his
printing house at 9.30 pm. of March 7, 1982" His sssassinatlon was due to his

report on the goveroment officdlals' corruption, especially the repert attacking -

& policeman's corruption, which caused him to be transferred.

: Thai Ratk reporter was shet
. Ha was resting efber football training at the football field of Muang District
. Fathom Pathom when the incldent tock place which made him bedly weunded.

i

Mr Wenehad Hatthejumphol, editer of local Sieng Nakhon Pathom axd
by 2 punwen ot 6.45 ph. of PATGh Lk, L1782

1t ‘45 believed that he wag assaulted by the arder of influential people who

pzﬂced obstacles in-the way of his reporting.

-.

2. Seren peraons senbenced bo denth

Two EIMET:?:‘ jdentified ea Mongkolchai Kampiranond,26, and Saroj..a

. Fhmsrl,26, were sentenced to death on December 14, 1981 by Chonburd Provinclal

Court after being found gullty of murdering o boxing promoter im 1980.

~ The two were jdemtified b¥ several witnesses in the court os the murderors who
shot” Nepha Nekprathem fpo-desth at his boxing camp on a motoreycle,
S . \ S )

Two defenda.n{s nemely Mrs Bunlom Keranysprasit,id, ond Mr .Wis'ut

- Siributrephal, 142,/ weré sentenced to desth by the Military Court of Nakern
“Rejaime on charges of robbery and ‘murder on December 30, 198l, Both were

found decelving a rich land lord dnd monoy lemder into 3 Dlamtetion and hitting

* per.with s pipce of water pipe “before ‘burnivg her bedy while she was uncensclend .

Montri Thongkham, 51,-en ermy’ gergeant found guilty by the Fhitsa-
mulsk Provineiel Court on December 29, 1980 of having murdered cne superior
officer snd wounding another. He wms exacuted on a firing range in Wanp

. Thong District onr Februsry 17, 1982, He was attached to the Fourth Awmy
Divislon and comuitted the murder in a shooting incident outside a Phitesanmalek
- army hospitel of August. 14, 1960k

The Nekorn Sawen Provimeisl Gourt -on December 18, 1981 sentenced
Mr Ampuay Inthewsn, 27, to death after finding him guilty of killing others
intentiomally. .Mr Amuuey shot his. wictin while riding his motoreyele with
his cudregistered platol . : :

M Sommuk Suksrs was semtenced to.death by Nalkorn Sawas Provinzial
Court on December 28, 1981 on charges of reping and killing hls young niece
of 11 years old om February 11, 1981 in Talkli District. EBe was formerly
a prisenmer in Lopburd Provineial Detention Center but menaged to escape his
penslty ond went to stay with his cousin 4n_Nekorn Scwan before the incident

; _oceurred.

1. US boogts military and economic gid to Thailand

R The TS Embassy in Bangkok announced in March that US ecomomic and
mlitary aid to Thailasd will increase by 25 per cont this year which will
include grant militery funds totelling USH 4.5 milllion for the firgt time Iin
‘several yesrs, The totel ecomomic 2nd military aid to Thailand for the ewmrremt

- flgeal yeor will be over US$ 100-million,. ineluding US$ 62.5 million in -
. guarawteed leans for military parchases, The U3 economic assistance, which

Will go primerily for rural develophent programmes, will increase from TS 24,1
miliion to US} 27.6 million which is the. highest figure since 1973, The embassy
3818 that in.saddéition to the atd, the US has slso nearly doubled its grant

_ funds for militery traiming in the US from US$ 770,000 to TUSEL,450,000.

According to the US Embassy Thailand is the only country in East Asfa fo

L receive gront military funds fram the US..
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ba 2 igrest 2 it s

The Fourth Army Region in Februery leunched a large scale military
drive egoinst Camp ‘508, the larpost communist strongheld in the Sowth, that
had withstood majeor military offansive in. the-past.. The operation which was
described as the Bigrest and best plammed ever in the South started on
February 18 with more than 4,000 men supported by gpunships, army aircraft

and srmoured csrriers and artillery units, covering the ares of Suratthani's
five districts.

iAfter seven days of battle, the govermment troops declared that they
had geined complete control over Camp 08 amd coptured meny satellite camps,
all of which together meke 90 per cent of the insurpents! notwork of junglo .
bage 'in the erea. The Msearch and destroy” mission conbimued end expanded
to other districts until mid-March. In an attempt to prevent the resurgence
of commmist influence,.the Fourth hrmy Replon stated that it would retain
its forces in the occupied arcms and wuld intreduce development projects to .
Chongehang Fags whera Camp 508 was situated. The news of Camp 5087s selzure
wore groatly wolcome by the Army ond povernment, which made publicity,

. Ancluding broadeasts of the success . throughout the country. .

However, on March 19 the government has got what they believed to be
the rovenge of commundist insurpents - o powerful expleosion which tore down
parts . of Suratthond city hell and killed 5 people, ineluding on assistant

rovined obdef, nnd injured over 50 others, Army officers investigating the
cident reperted that up to 100 pounds of TNT were believed used im the
explosion. This plamned sebotage pot a strong reaction from the Army - the

Fourth Arxmy Reglon Commander wowed to take tit-for-tat actlons against the
comrmnlst insurgents . -

5. New gombot-ready batfhal" on_to_contrel riote

" The Infentry 21 and Royal Gmré‘Solgl;i.ers have got up a new combate
ready battalion to fight ricts and coup d'etat and provide s é-month training
course to prepare soldicrs for a2l conditions. .

The drmy authorities ordered .,the setbing up of & combat-ready
battalion to carry out any immedizte action according %o the commander's crder
whether there is a border crisis or-not. This vnit cen.meve from its base

within 3 hours withowt prior netice and. can move within 1 hours with prier notice

&, DPolice found invoived in prostitution

Two scandals exposed police involvement in prostitution and collusica |

with brothel operaters. r . .

The first scandal tock place when ! police were found relemsing 52 - -
girls ~ mony were under 15 ~ back into prostitution. The plrls were cariier
rescued from brothel "Hotel 28" in Bangkok by Crime Suppression Poldce on
February 2 and were expectéd to be taken care of at CSP's headquarters.
However on Februery 4 an order wms issued to tranafer the girls to Fhys Thai |
Police Station, which is respensible for the ares where Hotel 28 is situnted,

Instesd of taking them to the pelice stationm, the Phys Thal police ordered the
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girls to bosrd s pilck-up truck on which were the manager of E!ctel_28 nng
throe of ite waiters., A1 of them were brought to & shophouse which was
pext door to Hotel 28. On the same day pimps fook the girls to Hetel 588,
which belonged to the same owner as Hotel 28 with the connivence of Fhye
Tuad police. After the raid Hotel 28 still cperated as wsual without
police interference. ’

In the sccond seandel, the Pelice Station of Padrew District, Chascengsac
Province, was found to be taking bribes from brothel owners in return for
the relesse of prostitutes the police hod arrested. hcecording to the law,
o woman arrested snd found puilty of being a prostitute by the court Is to
bo sent to o rehebilitation center in Nonthaburd Frovince. However, during
July-December 1981l 2t least 59 women were found guilty by Chascengsao Court
of being prostitutes but only 10 of them were sent to the cenber, wheress
fhe remainder diseppemred without any explanation from the Padrew Pollce Statlen
which was responsible for the tramsfer precess. I was found out later in
March that 49 women were released by police and returned to prostitution again.

Beth seandals hit the hepdlines of many local newspapers and pot so
mich attention from the public thet o police commlsslon was s_ae't. up te
investigate the casea which ended with the transfer of six high-ranking
Paye Thal and three Padrov Folice officers who were found %o be involved in
prostitutlion seandals.

7.0 hirty six ehildren flee reformatory center

36 children, agod 10-14, fled the Reformatery Center for boys in Palkled,
Nonthaberd Province in the night of March 26 but 19 of them were rounded up
saveral hours later. .

The group of younz boys in the "escape attempt” had been confined to the
center from & few days to 3 months.ifter the incident, the boys aslL:d the
polico not to send them back tovthe Refermatory arain for fear of sorious
punishment and also ssked for help in contacting their paremts they bave
never seen since thelr arrest. The children revealed that most of them were
arreated by o group of people whe brought dirty and tattered children to
the cemter and were rewarded 50 baht {US$2.5) for a boy. In the cember they
were forced to do purdening all dey and comtrolled by a "dig" boy,20, who
would, tell the superviser to cane them if they could not finisk work
according to the satisfoction of the ™ig" bey. Semetimes they were punished
by boing made to stand on one foot in the sun and to fast to the oxtent thab
they could not bear the punishment snymore and tried to fiee,

The ehildwen were later taken back to the Reformatory. Afterwards
thay told the reporters thet the ondy reason for their escape
i& to participate in the Banglek Bicenternial celebration ond never
mention sbout the pundshment they eot in the Reformatory apain.

8. Adopted sirl grows up in forced confinenant

) Tukte or Wasane Wongehanglok, 22, a mental retarded girl whe was
adopted by Duangehal Wongebanglok, 42, when she wes only 15 days, was rescued
by police from a dark and dizty squere room in the center of Bangkek on  °
Yarch 18, 19€2.
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Tukta's room was four by four metres in size apd was where she slept,
played, ate and took showers day after day, since she was o 1ittle eirl
until she twrrned 22 years old. She could not talk ard didn'™t even know
her real name. Duangchal said that Tukba had been mental. retarded since
she was an infant amd she had to detain her in the room because she was very
naughty and alwaya destroyed things. Duangchal had taken Tukte to Rajvitht
Hospital for-the Mental Retarded but sie was refused ndmission on the sround
that Tuktz could not help herself and they did net have a place for such
a girl to live individually, She wma teld te walit until special quarters
for this kind of child could be built.

9, Distillery workers on 10 day strike

dbout 2,000 workers of the Bangyikhan Distillery, the producer of
Thailand's wellwknown Mekhong whisky, stared 2 10 day strike durine
 February 15-24 in a dispute over hipher wages and welfarc benefits.
The strike was launched after & rounds of negotlation between the workers
and mamagement ended in dendlock. Considered to be the bigpest strike
ever held this year, the action was carried on with the full support of
Labour Conpress of Thajland, despite the rumour during the first three
days that troops wers due to attack the strikers. The dispute was however
settled.when Gen Arthit Kemlong-ok, the commander of $he Mctropolitan
Peace Keeping Forces, stepped in as mediater at the request of the workers
sad convineed them that the manapement had aerced, per his reguest, to
acceplt the workers’ mojor demand for considerstien.

10, Workers doped with stimulonts

br Suwat Duengploy, director of Samubprokarn Provincial Hospital ,
diselosed in Jamury thot many workers in small facterics in this industriala
inflested provinece had been doped with amphetamine by their employers without
being swere of the process which has operatod for 3-4 years. The drug was
nermally dissolved in goft drinks - soya bean julce in the merning, coffea
in the evening~ in order to make workers produce more in a siven time,
Workers whose health slowly detericrstes from the sbgorphion of the drug
are rofused compensction by the ampleoyers on the around that the siclmess
iz nob caused by working in factories, Besides factery workers in Samut
prakarn, those working in hure farms and mines in muny provinces are alse
doped in the same mamner. The Labour Department hewever refused to take

‘actlon againgt factories, sayine that the mtter iz the responsibility of
the Ministry of Health. .

ACTIVITIES OF GRS

Tho Coordinating Group for Religion in Socloty {(CCRS) 1is composed of
priosts, laymen and young activists from the Buddhists, the Catholic and
the Fretestant religions, who share e common belief inm nonviolence, and
fool that relipion and spiritual velue have a cemtral role to play in
development of Thai soetety. CGRS was foundod eerly in 1976 but has be-
come actively Lluvclved-inlhumen rights since tho October &, 1976 coup
d'etat. For over five yoars CGRS has carried out its activities openly,
insplte of repressive govermmonts snd Martdal Taw. During this pericd
tho aetivities of CGRS has oxpanded comsidercbly from merely helping =
politicel priscners and their famiides and others suffering from cone
fllets in the seciety, %o oxposing misuse of govormment power and cam~
palgning for its victims, for the rolense of all political priscners and
for obollahment of unjust laws; heoping form othor groups prepared to
struggle for justice abd hupnn rights; supperting indiponcus rural Aevee

. lopment. groupa and cdordinating religlovs orgunlzatiens.

L2 the efforta of GOBS are diractod ot tackling tho injustice and sppr
sion that exist In society using religious principles and nenvislence as
the bosic methed., Ik all these activities CGRS hopes to play & catalytis
and ecordination funetion rethor than doing overything directly itself,

Agtivitios of CGRS during Jomuary=March 1982
I Bumen piphts aekivitlies _
-~
1 Helping prisoners . _
- L

During the past throe months CORS has eontimuod with its repuler werk
of helping prisoners faeirng injustice both in Banpkok and wp-ecuntry.
in addition %o providing these prisoners with necessary agglstance,
it alse gave regular agssistance to poor families of some priscners,

2 Providing legal atd \

CGRS ¢rime to ensure that politicsl prisoners and priscners facing

Injustices have legal protection, legal representation and, hopefully,

& fair trial in Just courts. OCGRS has not only given dircet assis.
tance, such ae finding éxperienced defence lawyars for the prisenaws,
helping reise and arrange beil, ebe, but hes als~ given assistance te

lewyers defanding politicdl cases, organized campaigns for the release

of prisorers and encouraged the changlng of laws, and se en.

v
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3 Campaisn apainst capitel punishment of two Thai prisoners

Mr. Sirichei Sae Woon and Mr. Pote Kongkern, are two Thal priscners
who were sentenced to death by & Melaysian court for posgession of
firearms. CGRS is very concerned sbout this case on the ground that
capltal punichment is agalnst human consclence and tiat they eppeared
to be unawvare of the strict security law in Malaysisz. .0On December 20
CGRS and throe cther human rights organizations submitted to the

~Malaysian Pardén Beard an appesl for clemency for the twe prifcners.

A letter was also submitted ome day later to the Prime Minister of-
Theiland, urging the government to exploit the clese relationship
with Melmydia for the sake of Thai priseners, Besidos potitions,
CGRS has mobilized public opinion in collaboratien with newspapers ...
which sup%crted the move for clomency. On February 12, the paronts -
of the twé conwicts, whe lived upecountry, came to petition the Melay-
.slan’ imbessedor in Bangkok ag well as the Thei goverhwent on tholr
behelf. This campaign was succesaful as the Malaysian govermment
“dater declded te grant clemency te the Thai priscrers, whese eon=-
tences were reduced frem copital punishment to 6 yoars imprdsorment,

4 Gampaden far iustice of Forpobien 200
i . - :

Fellowing the wide campelgn for justies of 200 prisonmers detoined
*without trisl since 1976, the govermment cemmittes which wos sot up
te find a selutlon to the problem has reachod the conelusien thet
masy pardon 1s the most apprepriate woy to help all prisoners,

However, opinlons were divided amomg the cobimet when the committes's .

proposal was forwarded for consideration in Janueary 6. The ease was
thus withdrawn by the Prime Minister with no fixed date of next fer-
wording. As the issue is likely to bo shelvod indefinitely, on .Jane
vary 21, CGHS and representatives of 6. cther humen' rights orgondza.
tlona ealled on the Prime Ministerts represontative to express sup-
port for the mass pardsn. lLetters in support of the Cormittos's
proposal were sent to every member of tHc enbinot. In February the
¥inister of the Prime Minister's Office corfirmed thah thoso conviets
will be granted a pardon on the ccension of Bengkok Bicentennial

% Disgeminetion of polico’s widor arréat power .
In-Jafluary, the Minister of Inbterlor reveked the ministry's regulae
tion which speeifios pelice to srrest eriminal suspects without prier
parmission from the Under Serretary of State for the Interiox.. This
rogulatian which inpractice gives pelice more power of arrest might
intensify poiice molpractices which in the past never decreased des—
pite the existence of former cne that curb police power, As this
rogulation has considerable impact on the public, CGRS and three

 oudiin rights organizofions organized during Janunry 12-16 an exhie
"ition and panel discussion in Thammasat University to inform pecple
about how mugh, this regulaticn would offoct the individusl's rights.
& letter in protest against the retention of pelice power will be
submitted after compilation of substantinl evidence on mlauss of
police power due to this regulotion,

2

6. izm apoinst poliece invelvement in prostitution

During February 8-12, CCRS has collaborated with Center fox Child's
Rights Protection in a compadgn to expose the police involvement in
releasing 52 girls who were earlier rescued frem a brothel, back inte

" prostitution. (See "NEWS FROM THATITAND®) This scandal got wide
attention from the public and almest every loeal newspapers which
headlines reports concerning the¢ police conbivance continuounsly for
_twe . weeks. Beside making mublicity, on Foburary 12 OGBS and ¢ cther
organizations honded oubt & letber to Minlster of Imterior requesting
an investigaticn of the case as well es the punishment of officiols
founded involved in this scandal,

Shild labour activitien’ .

CGRS is concermed about the situation of child labour, .number of which
is growing considerably, In 1.78, 44% of children aged 11-14, which is
schooling age, were employed in various sectors due to poverty and
grought in rural areas. 200,000 of them migrated to Bangkok and worked
in faetories, many of which were so called "slave® factories because of
their bad and inhumen condition thal make children suffer severely,

In 1978 there was a case that two children died while another three

were crippled after working for three months, Tast year GGRES establighed

the Center of Concern for Child labour with collaberation of seven ¢ther
orgonizations,

‘fn 9 Jamiary- the Natiomal Children's Day - CCOL orvanized twa visiting

teams to give medical service to children working in 3 Bengkok facteries,
Besides medical check-ups, small packages cof neceasities domated by
concerned people were provided %o almost 100 children helow fifteen,
This activity wes undorteken in two factories in Febrpary. With such

an activity expected to be run every monmth, CCCL is able to build

contact and carry out its socled. work in factorios which employ child
workers. ) :

Alcng with welfare work wont a campaign to create meblic consclousness
of the child lebour situntien in Theiland, With the cooperation of over

" 30 radio stations, people were encoursged te take part in the rescue of

children ill-treated by factory cwners. This two weck campalgn get wide
attention from the rublic in Brnpkek and a lot of infermation about
"slave" factories was received for further actien,

In Margh, CCOL cxtended its information campaign te upcountry, from where .
ckildren are semt %o work in Bangkok, Rodio stations were invelved in
this project whick aimed to create people's awareness of maltreatment
child workers get in Bangkok.” Suggesticns and warnings were also prepared
for those who were forced by poverty to send their children to earn meney
in the city, - This activity was conducted topether with a survey in tws
poverty-stricken provineces in the northeast te lnvestigate cagses of

- Tamilies thot need cccess to information about thelr children whose fate

is unknown after bheing taken to work in Bangkok.




ITI Micro—medis achivities

fusebilymthizan PR Al e S

The objectives of the micro-media work of CORS is to sprend knowledee,
sclence, information and wnderstanding in different fields bo the
people in order to bring aboub understending of besic problems and the
way to the selubiocns; te exchsnge ideas, nows, and Information of the
way of. 1ife ond cultures betweon cities and rural areas; %o imorove

the standard of living in rursl arcas vhile maintaining the good
tradition and culiure; and to cooperatc with concerned organizations
and interested geoupe in designing various forms of mass ecommunications:
in order that the peor in rural areas are better served. -

During January-March micre medis activities were carried cut as follow:
- producing o slide set on democracy. This cartoon iy desigmed to
oxplein to the common people in both wrban and rural creas the
importence of democracy and their basic rights in the society.

- producing. a pupped. how entitled "Butterflies, Flower and Wiid -
Bird". It is desigoed to promote among children the attitude

. of sharing and eccoperction, ) : )

« producing a poster on "Proper Medicel Use" which is meant to

- provide basic knowledge of medicine widely. used without
proper understanding. o : : -

- producing o Serfe of 15 illustrated posters on "Insecticide:

" Dangerous znd Froper Useh.” ” ’ . :

- conducting itinerant theatre in five villages in three provinces
of the northesst. This is one of the jolnt project with Catholic
Gouncil. in Thailand for Development in promoting sharing attitude

Jamong people during the Lenten compaigh..

IV Slum.setivities - ) _

The number of squatters in Bangkdk is increcsing repidly due to rurel
poverty. It is cstimated that ot leadt 750,000 people live in ’
approximetely 400 slums in Bongkok, These people ore faced with various
problews such as bad living conditions, lack of eduecatieon, poverty,
unenploymont, narcotic drugs, ete. In addition they also face the
constant threat of evietion. Imspite of this, however, slums are growing
rapidly in size and awsber, and have become o big social problom. :

There is on urgent need to sclve slum problems, Ono important factor
that would help ¥educe or solve thé problem is for the slum veople to
understand why they are im such & situation, for them to see how their
‘problems relate to the political and ccobomic structures of the society,
snd for them to see that they all have the power to champe their lves

- for the better ind tc develop theif commmity. S B

" In'sdaftien be activity in Rama IV comminity, OGRS this year staws its -

activity in Leard Bua-koo slum which is among 100 slums in Bangkek that
face eviction. The slum started 70 years dgo and grew with the settlew
ment of many hundres of households umtil 1978,when a big fire, believed
%o be arson, tock place and drove a huge amount of people from the -
area. Nowadays. around 100 houscholds whick escaped the blaze are
finally threatened with the order of cviction by private enterprise,
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CORS worked with Lard Bua-kas slum dwellers in their struggle for
rights to housing not only by giving logal assistance such 28
arranging for lowyers te represent them in court but also by '
agsisting them in the move to drow government attention to the issue.
In Merch slum dwellers sent their rcoresentatives to air thelr
grievances and negotiate with the Housing Authority of Thailard, which
promised to seek golutions to their problem. ’

Two tra:!.z.:ing courses for slum organizers and slum loaders wero held
by CG’I?S".’L!J March in ordsr to share tochniques and mebhods of slum
organizing. The content of courses varied from techniques of conflict

-resolution, technigques of nogotlation with land cwmars, to leglalation

and legal procodure in regard to land and eviction.




L MESSLGES ..M0 SERVICES

hsjan hetion

Asinn Lctien 1s published by LOFQD as an on-going programmes sinee
1976 to provide better commnication between active werkers in rural develep =~
ment in the reglon and for those who are interested in develepment work.
| The infermation 4o be published in "hsian Action® will be related teo various
PN on-going fields and rescarch programmes being conducted by different groups
. in different countries in hsia, It is published in turn by the Exceutive
b members of ACFCD from Malaysia, Siem, India, The Philippines, Bangladesh, Srl

: Lanka, ¥epel, Japan, hustrolia and New Zealand,

hgipn hction has its purpose %o provide better commmication omong
the development workers and pooples who are interested in development work,
The Newslebter is a collective affort based on material provided by arencies
and individuals asasociated with HCFCD as to share fleld experionces, convey
informaticn sbout new skills and anpreoaches, cvaluate projects and develop
feadback technigues, highlight problems, budld a data bank of technical and
other information, which could be availed of by doevelopment groups in and
cutside tho Rogion. hsian hetion is inbended to reach field level spencies,
workers, intermedisate support rroups, student sroups, rescarchers concerned
with pecrle-centred developmont, religious orpondizetions/croups engared in
development activities, sympothiscrs in government and international agencies
and sympathisers and supporter outside Thalland,

Annigl Subzeription

6 issues a yeer uss
Subseription rete ; 1. for all*institutions and individuals !
(air mail postage in dcvoloped ccuntrics 15,-
charpe included) . )

2. individuels in devaeloping eccuntrics [- e

Checks mnde peyable te LCFCD office, GPO Box 2930, Bragkol 10501

Reeent publieations by Thal authors

A Sinmesg for 4l1] Seasons: Collected articles by end sbout Dr Puoy Ung-phakorn
(Komol Keemthong rounda.tion) 359 p.p. USH 12 (incluvding postage)

Dr Puey was a brilliant cconomist as well as 2 leading Thai administras

tor and educator, who cared for the welfdre of-the common man in the street as -
He spent his entire life fighting nonviclently . =~

well as in the rural aroas.
for ascciel justice, freedom and decency for cveryone - not only for the Thail
ss his previous book cntltled B Wishes hofs.

As a result of this commitment, be was ostracized from his country on
the October 6, 1976 when the bloodicst coup tock place in Banckek cspeeislly
in and around Thammasat University where he was Rector, Since then he had been

writing and lecturing about the couse of basle human rights and liberty for the

Thed people, This volume is o collecticn of his works in English during this
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Iez-iod plus other articles written about him.

This book will let the recdors understend Thai politics and above
aj_l a Thal mind, perhaps the best of all contemporary Thai thinkers, who was
glso & men of action, with great moral courage, yet with much humility and

g gooﬁ sense of humour.

SulakSJ.Varoksa
E hist Vision for Rene

£ ng Sceiot
J[(ineluding pcstage)
R

(Thai Wattana Press} 243 p.p. USH6

: t. (Payab Oollege) 72 p.p. USH 4 including
& :(omol tieemthong Founda.tion) 462 p.ip.

ostage)
Jm_m_m.iﬁ.
US$ 5 (including postage)

hard ceover Usg 7 paperback

Fow other Thei authors have ever aroused 2 eoimilar measure of contro-
versy then Sulak Sivaraksa. His work which is invariably characterised by
“strong poednts of view ond intolleetunl audacity 18 often received with a mixture
of cutrage and enthusiasm, It alsc serves to illustrate his wide-ranging
interests and ecedemic cempetence, tegother with his oomnstant concecrn over
hailand's social, oconomic and political problems,

: . In A Buddhist Vision for Renewlng Socioty and Religion and Development
Sulak argues szainst the meterialistic attitude which iz prevalent in the
present Thal society and apainst develepment progrommes which are emphatieally
eared towards material improvements that fall fo pay adequate atbention to
‘the fundamental valuc of man's human qualities.

Sigm in Crisis reflects the auther's evaluation of conbempaorary
problems and events focing Thel soeiety and his concorn over the withering
awey of certain traditieonsl valucs and way of life that he cherishes.

s work illustrates the author's profound kmewledpe of Buddhist philosophy,

-He sees the congtructive role thot Buddhiem con ploy in development, However,
-religion ean asasume such a constructive role only if it ccases to be a tocl

in the grasp of the economic and politiesl systenm, if it ceases to unquestioningly
-eling to seriptural dogmetism , outdated customs and belief, Instead, religion
mst upheld such volues as purity, justice, compassion, freecdom, It must

tondems the system thet destroys human values. It must be aware of the

structure of the sccial system.

For those who are interested in Thai culture, the following three ;
ooka are highly rccommendcd' ‘

Erpaws on Thad Folkiore by Fhya Amman Rejadhon US$ 15 (postege- included) !
Roflections on That Crlture by W.J. Klausper US$ 10 (poatagc included)
Monupents of the Buddha ;n Siam by Prince Damrong US$ 7 (postage included)

L. %hese books could be ordered through AGFOD of fice Brnghkok. ;






