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THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION

The situation in the rural areas did not changa, Asgassinations of those who
gtruggled for justice went unshated i during the last few months, three more
villagers invelved in sccisl development were killed. Although thede three
pecple came from different walks of life, they shared the common concern of
thelr commmity. Their action, however, affected the interests of eprtain local

influentiel quarters and provoked suspicious from the loecal offi
comected with these influentdisl peaple, ceTs closely

Io bﬁ. Reeders

The issue of child Tsbour In Thailand has been reised in the main festure of
HRTR agein, though the sar  topic wes formerly treated here almost

two years ego. (See 'HRTR Vol 4 July-Decomber 1980.) In this iasue en aspect
of the subject is examined which has never been touched befere, Ill-trestment
of ¢hilld labourers snd severe conditions in sweatshops are frequently exposed
in the press and other masg medis but their unmtraceable disappeausnces are :
rerely mentiomed. We are thus focuging on the missing of children from their )
workplaces, a phenmomenon that accelerates the worsening of the ohild labour
situation in this country. It should be noted that the cmses presented in

the article "Missing Children: Another Miscry 'of Child Labour! is only the A
tip of dceberg, ' A huge number of cescs ere stil) undiscovered minly due 4o
parents’-ignorence of the complaint £iling process and the ineffective apparatus
of the governmont. It Is the tradition for puople to plece their hope in the
government for a better situation, but. in this particular csse, such a hope
is almost futile 23 long as the authorities cencerned still melmtain that
"child labour exploitation is a commonplace in every country”, as recently
stated by the prosemt Director of the labour Depertment.

On Merch G, Mr, Phai Pralas (59), sub-district headman of Tambon Pa-daeng, '

City District of Fhras, the northern province, vas gunned dewn by three nmowpm

: mvh_.m bo cuw.u gm.ﬁ.”m Mbdubwwowmwuon tour at the festival of Wat Phre That Cher-Hae,
¢ wes woll~respected by gers for bis out standing achis in -

© the vlllegea under his jurlsdiction. Ho bed boen singled Mwmmamwnpﬁumswwﬁmwﬁﬁm

- sub-distriet headmon and an exemplary village headmaz of the cowntry for three

- semsecutive yoars, Nething cowld explain his aasasgination excopt the fact that

L whmmwwwm»moaowan. deeds might bave affocted the interests of some lecal influential

" pecple, . .

- In Nenm, nct far from that of Fhrae, on & 27, Mr. Singha Prakcbthic

~ leader of a cooperative store in awﬁu.mu.wwww.._.m qwmwmmouwmﬁ mpv..cwm«ﬁ..gwm Gmpuu
Pun Distriet, was ¥illed st night-time while working iz his cooperative.

. He was the cooperative manager and had been inereasingly supported by the
villagers. Tho cocpersbive prospered rapidly, so muck 3o thet one popemember

: shop was forced Yo close. In the wake of the incident, the resh of hiz family
and his collesgue moved out of the village because of fnreats againgt thelr lives.

In the northesstern province of Xalesin, a villege hesdman of Koowvong Distriat

- was gunned down in May. He was invelved in many locel developmont projects .

. ‘before his death which is believed to relote with the disclosure ho made about
the graft in jeb crestion scheme in his Tambon (Sub-distsict), For safety

rexson of the source, his pame and detaills of his village are mahle to be
revealed here, -

4lsc In this lssue, we introduce & partisl picture of widespread killings in
the ceuntryside, seme of which are balisved to be tae result of the ‘governmont 's
move %o combat crime through the se called "death squad®, whose oxistence has
. been openly eclmowledged by high~ranking police on varions occasicns under

the bamner of "speclel task force" thedeath ‘squad acts as investigator,prosecutor,
Jidge andoxneutloner concurrently, while the Paliso Departmont beliecve in )
using fire to put ocut fire, we are of the opiniecn that many innocent ives
will be lost uvnder such & system of legalized mumrder. More information on

this dublous crime supprossion method willbe prosented in the next issus -
of ERTR. ! Workers, teoo, succombed to this ldnd of assesgineticon. On June 9, Mr. Prochum

¥alwchan, werkers! representative of the Buraphs Steel Wires Factory, was shot
deed In the factery restewrast. His death was believed to reswlt from the '
fact that he hed lod 8 workers! protest against the memagement that later sued
hin and 53 other workers. Their case w3 pending in eowrt, m July 1,

Mr, Angelin Sae Bey (43), thekend workors of the Fish Marketing Crgenizatien,

. Va3 shot dead. The ineident bappened following the conflict between workers
end the FMO over the msterials to be used for fish container.

In the Hmm.u.nuhos oy workors wore attacked, am ) .. okt
: X @ ongrutiom, M, Tnad Fosa SN +
president of the labowr union of the E.mﬁbm Net Eﬁnﬁmu.. was hit on his wamﬁr

on April 22, Mr, Vichal Putnoi mresident of the labour
walenof tho York Tyve and Rubber Factory , was Injured by 2 youngmen on his
mﬁwu. back hame following a werkers’ gathering of which ho was the leader.

¥an more workers from the yubber and steel factories 4 '
ddfferent vays. (See NEWS FROM THAZLAND) vere assaulted fn
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two strangers riding a motereycle. The two incidenmts ccourre

in the same menner. Before the killing, the killers asked mwmmnpmmwmaﬂw%bm
perscns, and shot thom desd afber thoy responded. The incidents took place
during the daytime in the centre of the respective villages. The killers them
~tock out the photes of the dead pecple to check if they had kiled the right
persens, Similar incidents were reported in neighbouring areas. According e
a villege headman in the nertheastern Province of Khonkaen, the police chief
of the Nong Songhong District bad a'black ldgt' of 11 people to be got rid of
in his area. Incidents of this kind resulted in creating a climste of fear
bwwwma%“uo.& me&mww.‘.mmmr#ﬁwmgﬂww& wmowwm. Strangers coming inte the villages
Wi . 3ides in the northeagt

e Gorbeat provineiaos Ta'the no 2gt, the Hunter Unit also operates in

. . perted in the press last I
olics Bepertment set up similar usits in the www&uaﬁ of mmwm%wm“ MWME&.

Banchanabur, Nakon Pathon end Prachmabkhirikhent, (See HATR, Vol. 5, No. 4}

Not oaly breaches of laws, which comstitute s bese for retection of

had a «Enaﬂn% to rise, but right of expression of the wummu wag mphow“mm@wugw
threstened, .mwm Thai language daily MATUPHUM was ordered closed dowm indefinitely
en -April & this yeer, on the grownds that it had published on article condueive

to divisior between the scidiers in Bengkok and in the provinces, However
followlng protests from the Reporters' Associatlen of Thailand the umamumvmu

wes allowed e resume its publication one week later. Two menths after the

Thal language political weekly CHATURES was also crdered closed sine dis o=

. baving published pornographle plcetures,

¥illings of, and ospoclally attacks against workers are gaining currency in .
this period, cheracterized by & tense labour situation since late last year,
The conflicts between employers and workers appear inm the form of Ilabour

- disputes, work stoppages and lay-offs or, frequently, closures of factories.
According to Mr, Chareun Siriphant, Deputy Director-General of the Labour.
Department, during the peoriod from last October to Jamuary this year, about
25,000 workers were laid off. This figure was confirmed by the President of
the Labour Congress of Theiland Paisal Thawatchainen who also &lselosed that
more than 40,000 werkers were laid off during the first four months of this
year. The deterlorating world economic situetion was used as a pretext by
menagenent to proceed to such mess lay-offs, reducticns of welfere, and .
conbraventions of the regulations on miniwmum wages. (It has been revealed by
the National Statistical Office that mere than 50% of factories bebth in
Bangkok and surrourding provinces never coserve such rogulations.)

The pressure from mansgement, and the rising cost of living together led %o

a spots of labour disputes fellowed by rallies and strikes. Recently, various.
anti-strike wensures adopted by the employers have Included dismisaing union
leaders and attacking or 1lding those invelved in strikes not to mention

the rejecticn of whatever damands were forwarded by the workors for negetiation,
In these factories vhere a strike was ~about to oceur, workers were threstened -
or woerned agalnst jolning or organizing amy action.

" Facing constent threats of closurs, many newspapars wers
forms of goverrment cenaorship such as ﬁwﬂbwww In awoﬁww.mw@mw wwwqwmwuu

year, following newgpapers were given six varnings : three Thai language

. m&% NAEWNA (twice), DAQ SIAM (twice), PHEA KHRUT, and one Thai lenguage weekly

. SIAM MAL. Furthermore, on June 18, all nowspapers in Bangkok wore "requested"
by the Palice Special Branmch to avoid using derogatory nickmemes for Cabinet
members and high-ranking officials, The fact that government cireles were
sensitive £o news and comments by the press in the Llest three momths is in ze
ways estonishing, since the government's instability has beexn nctod amidst

the mumereus: reports of coup dlotat especially in the month of Aprdl.
Althoughthe goversmmest survived the nowconfidence Move by the opposition in
Parliament in early Jume this year, tho future of the present govermmenmt s

- 84111 fragile. The above-menticned measures to cowbrol the pross were thus
mere attempts by the govermment o shore wp its owan position and to save

" itself from & worrying situsticn, econemieally and politieally, at least until
the general election in April next year.

The use of force and assassinations was intensified hoth in the cities and
rural aress, not to mention other kinds of violence. In the last six months
11 journalists, workers, toachers and rursl development workers, ware ldlled
(six of tham in the first three months of this yesr - sce HRTH, Vol. 6, No. 1)
Most of these Incidents wore attribubtable either to certain loeal officisls

or to certain local influential pecpls well-comnected with these officials.

It appears, therefore, thet no suapects were ever arrested. hAside from
assassinations for lecal political reascns, illegal crime suppression, l.e.
arbitrary klllings, increased. It was roported, for exsmple, that in the
northeastern provincos of Surin, Khenkeen, Maphesarakham, and Buriram, an.
increasing number of hoodlums and robbers at village lovel were killed by &
group of strangers, believed to be members of the death squad of the Follee
Department, which hed anncunced its intestlon last year to suppress all loesl
jnfluential persona. (me of the most ovident cases 19 that of the sssassinetion
of Mr, Chai Saenbun and Khrew Sprichan, Mr, Chal was an influential person in
the Slong Village, Nong Songheng SubeDistrict, Khonkeen Provivce. He was
killed by two strangers who came in a pickeup druck. Mr. ¥bram was the village
hoeedmen of the Nongwaeng Village, Baan Xhu Sub-District, Fhutthalsong Distriet
Burixam Province, He was believed to have instigated the stoaling of cows,
and water buffales from the villages in adjacent provinces. He was killed by

»

?
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MISSING CEIIDREN : ANOIHER MISERY OF CHILD LABOUR .
the employers,

By dire ) ) :
conrlssion. ¥ ctly-agreed comtract, the agencies would thus icse their

U-thai Sirisook is a 12 yoar old gir) from Sa-teuk District, Buriram Province,
an arid ares without frrigation infrasbructure. Her parents are poor peasants.
who have to depend on borrowing to buy enough rice to ost. When & man appreachoed:
U-thai's parents and told them that there wers comfortabls and well-paid jcbs .
for girla like U-thai in Bangkok, they allowed him to¢ take U-thai %o Bangkok
in September 1981. The employment agency near Bangkok's mein railway station
took her and gave her porents 300 babt as the girl's first month salary, In
February 1982, a friend of U-thai came to visit her, only to be told by the
employment agency that she. had disappeared. When U-thsl's parents cesme to find
their dapghter at the address which was given in the contract, they found that
it.was a false address. . They wemt on %o check ancther address, teken frem the |
car registration plate of the employer by the employment agency. It was anocther
false addross. The employment agency could only tell them that the men who took
U-thel clajmed to be a military officer but refused tc presont his Identity Caxd.
Any way, in May, U-thai's parents heard good news when e friend of thelir dauvghfer
found her working in a house in Nombaburi Provinee not far from Bangkok. Whenm
" U-thai's father and the officlals frem the Centre of Concern for Child Labour,
in which (GRS is inwolwed, tried t¢ bring her cut of the house, they were stopped:
by the owner of the house who said he was a Liewtenmnt Celonel. Later om, with -
intervention from the police, the employer agroed to let T.thal go back to .
Burirem with hor father.

" However, in many cases, it 1s the employers who gi
y give falso addresses
agencies. The important ronsen s to avoid having to ey to the Mmoumewwwn .
ﬁmﬁm WMM D.ﬁ..ﬁ.m years. This mesns the employers have cheap Jabour indefinitely
uncenditionally by peying & lump swm of no more than 3,000 bakt (US$ 150).

The prositutuon business whick the Jjob pla 5
placement ageneiles or ompl
involved in is another reascn to explain the dissppearance of MWQMNMNWMMM glrls

It can be seen that aven if, in dgoa..w children e :

: ome to work

signing e yearly contract {though it wu.EommH for oEmﬂomwuuMchM.wg%mH«E
to work) in practies, many children avo 7 .

¢ "bought " to work indefinit
ditionally either in factory work, housework or prostitution. oly and wncone

- The fact that parents do not knew whers thoir children sre ,
and cermot £
smmumvwg.w the fate ow.ﬁw&.u. children is ot the merey of the amployors Mmm Nwmw«u
. of Job placement ageneies or the ownors of brobhels., Children are mistreated
: forced to work too heavily for their age under appalling conditiona, 1ot mu.oum
- the pay vhich i3 little or even nothing, ( See HETR Vol.5 No.3) T

- Ihe-fact that children are like proparty which can be bought
the knowledge of parents) and are maltreated by employors ﬁﬂwmmn,mwwmwmwuww”m.
. Mood.muu means that they are no bettereff than alaves, Despite the continuing
- denial by the senior officials of the Labour Depariment thet thers is any child
selling or slavery in Thallend, the fact remaing, that it does exist.

For those months, U-thai was forced to work with no pay. She was not free even -
to come.out of the house. Thers was no way for her to got in touch with her -

parents since her employor would not let her write sny letiers. MoTe Ewﬁ&wnw .
she Ad nob Jmew her home address. | Here are just a fow cases of missing children. The ‘Tate of some of them 1s
: .deE_.. doubtful., It should alsgo be noted that those children are all giris

: Thonpdam Choongrum
- Her paremts who live at Nikom Subwdistriet Sa~teouk

District, Buriram
do not have their own Jand. They are awmumwowm kirodmhands mn a H.E.B.mnodbna..

Barly in 1979 vhen Thongdam was 14, hor mcther, Marn took her to Ban
ok t i
.Mmrw.ﬂ wﬁmwﬂmﬂ& agency near the Bangkok railway station, She H.o&bdom.mwn‘ mGOOdMWM
- Yooy o v,ww sumum of which 1,000 babt wes given to her mether who did not
o nomw.m : ongdam would be worldng, Six menths later, Thongden's fether
drnghtar clove enothor 300 beht from the ageney without any chenee to see his
er.” After a year, Marn came to teke hor deughter back.  She was told by

the agency that Thongdam had diss
earsd, and the porson res iblo £ :
disappesrance was the emplo p f ba ponsible for her
: coployer, namely the £ ed MM
- locdted ot Tanyaburi Distriet, 4 oh farm called Mtr Prazong™

Pathumbant Province. Vhen Marn to the
8ho wes told that 1t was in fact bhe or o octher
¢ ageney who took
factory for a further comnission. s ol o deughtar to anothier

: mgﬂ..nnﬁ Thongdam's fate is still auwnoesu
- BT pavents to hear from hor sined she can fe

If her friernd hed not accideztally found her, no cne knows how long she would
have hed %o serve her employer, end what her future wourld have been.

No matter how much hardship snd misery U-thai had to suffer, she is yob more
fortunate than many other children who are missing and have no way to contact
thelxr parents.

These children are among hundreds of thousends of children engaged in child
Loboux-business. They migrabe to Bangkek to find jobs through job plecement agencles
or thelr agonts. Thoy work on a yoarly contract. Since they are not used. teo ’
campetetive 1ife and do not krew how to survive in Bangkok, the job placement
agencles and employers can impose unfavourable terms upon them. Besides the
low pay and melbrestment, they have to work under inhumone conditlons. More
impertant 13 thet wany of those childron are Jost to their perents. Those |
reaponsible for the diseppearance of the children are either job placement
agenclies, or employers. .

T frequently happens that whon parents take their children to find jobs in the
Jeb placement agencies, they are glven false addresses of the facteries or places
where the children will be employod. This is partly because the smployers da
not want parents to take their children back before the yearly comtract expires..
Another reason 1s to prevent peremts from renewing the contract directly with

and it 1s almost Em_ommwv”_.m for
dther read nor writa.




Sabai Suwanaphet
Scbaits father 1s dead. Her mother, Prom is a tenant. When Sabai came te work
in the eity in 1979, she was 12 and bad noever been o school.

She come te Bangkok in October through Mrs. Oonchan Nimcham, the middlepersen
vho took her to the job placement ageney called "Boncha® nesr the Port of Bangkoek.
Prom came with her daughter too, snd got 700 baht a2 an advance on hor daughter
1,400 beht per year wage . The other 700 babt weuld be paid after Sabai had
~worked for a yoar, she wes told. Prom then traveled back without learring where -
her daughter would be working.

- {ne year later, Mrs. (onchan, tho middleperson did not keep the promise to pay .
the remsining 700 bakt. She alsc refused to help take Prom to see Sabai.
Realizing that her daughter had disappeared Prom was umable to search for Sabai
for she 1s poor and still has to look after another 3 her children. She did noh -
know what to do next.- Although :shevflled-e complaink with the police at
Buriram Provinee, nothing came of it. Now 2 years have passed.

Lempong ¥indeermm
Lempong 1s the second child of the 11 children of Mrs. Boonbong who is & peasant -
lives at Ban Tong~woe, Ta muong Sub-dlstrict, Sa-teuk District in the Provinee
of Buriram. In June 1970 whon Lampong was 17 years old, her 70 year-old
grandmother who had come to Bangkel as & beggar several times before, took her
to Bangkok to find & job, When they arrived at the railuwsy station, a mlddle-
person asked Lazpong to work in a factory. The middleperson saked Lampong's
grandmother to wait for her there, until she retuwrned with the meney. Then
they both disappeared, Lampong's grandmother did not know where to look for
Lampong., After begging for enovgh money to¢ pay the fore, sho returned home.

H.Pawouw_m gister went to semrch several textile factories at Prapadsong District
with no success. It is now three years since anyone has heard from her, and
she is believed to be another wictim of the prostitution business in Banghkok.

Dogplte mmercus appesls about missing children to the authorities concerned,
nothing apparently hos been done to solve this problom. Today thousands of
illegal factories and brethels in Bangkok where the expleitation of children .
is concentrated centimwe their business with no fear of the authorities, whether
they be policemen or labour inspectors., Limited fimances and persommel are :
always the oxeuse for official inmefficiency and failure. It is partly true,
however, under thede conditions of limited personnel and rescurces, there exist
neny posslble measures the autheritios concerned can take to coutrol these

Job plocement agencies, which are far fower in number them foetories and brothels
It cannot be denied that by acting as tho middleperson between children and
employers, the job plaecoment agencies play an important role in the child ladour -
problem, To solve this problem in the shot-term, there is a meed for serlous
moasures to control the job placement agercies which operate without licenses or
illegnllly (for instance, provide children under 15 yemrs old for amployers ).
There are many of these agencies in Bangkck, At the same time, the comtrol of
registered agencies is also necessary so that the wolfare of the children is
gueranteed . A% the vory least, improtant information sbout factories or "
employers must be recorded in detall by the job placement sgenecies, The signing
of employment conbracts mnst Lo done at the amployer's work place with the

.

_children for employers, and they make 7,000 baht from each of them.

,I“.wl,

children's parents s witnesses, Tt must not be done st the agencles, ctherwise
- it provides an opportunity for employers to give false addrasses or evidence

which 1s no safe gusrantee to the children.

implexented only if there is a change
was enforced in {968.

The above-menticned measurea can be
in the b111 on job placement agenciea which
Cver the past 14 years, the labouwr situetion has dragbi_

. cally changed and he problem of child labour has become & seriocus ose. New
. the maximm penalty for agencies which mistreat children 13 & fine of 1,000 baht

or 1 month imprisomment (no ¢me has evenm been jailed under this act). The
agencies earn at least 30,000 baht each month frem the child labour business.
It wes estimated that in ome month, an agency can provide ne fewer than 30

To
the relevant law is enly possible when the awtherities concorned wmh.«pqﬁn%“_%w
the Labour Department become gemuinely serious abeout solving this child labour
problem. Ucnfortunately, at presemt, the sincerity of the Department remaine

- & hlg question.
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MISUSE (OF GOVERNMENT POWER

" Ubon Rejathani

Feople of Senanikom Sub«District, Ubon Rajatheni Province on Mareh 19, 1982
sent an appeal to Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanond asking for the compensae
tlon of damages caused by 2 rangors’ commander, Sergeant Mongkol Kantamel
who todsed a M-26 grenade to the orowd watching a film, during the Nong
Tab Ma temple fair of Senanikom Sub-District on Fobruary 20, 1982,

?

7 pecple were lmmedistely killed another 5 died on the way to the hespital

and during treatment and sbout 50 cther peoplo were seriously injured and
became disabled.

In the cpon lotter they asked 50,000 beht ( U5 $ 2,100 ) compensation for
the dead, 40,000 baht (U083 1,700 ) for the disavlod and a fair amount for
the wounded.,  (Mubmchom 1-15/4/1982)

& map killed by rangor

Phattalung ' . ,

Mr. Senit.Kuan-on, 33, o ranger of Trang Frovince killed Mr, Duang Nuklsb
33, ot the Oremation of Sanit's brother- Mr. Sawst= =t Wob Dom Fra D,
Dok Pra Du Sub-District, Pak Payoon District, FPhatialung on March 27 .

4

Sanit thought that Duang was the muwderer of kis brother sinee they had
quarrelled on March 25 before his brother was killed. {Daily News 29/3/1982)

A¢cused mon honged

Chonburl

Mrs. Pinyo Suksuwan from Chonburi FProvince, on May 13, appealed to MP
Buranasak Thepakhsm that her husband Mr. Bunchal wes sericusly men-bandled
and hanged until dead by police of Fhanthong District, Chonburi Province

on the charge of robbery of a motercyele on May 6, 1982. (Matuphum 14/5/1982) .

Toacher banten w

Surat Thani

6 ropresentatives of Kok Saxmi District tecchers appesled to Interior
Minister Sitthi Jirercbe for the transfer of 3 policemen from Kek Sammi,
who beat one of their collesgues Palroj Limsuwan a teacher at the Wat
Kunaram 3chool and his brotherwin-law, Narudom Somsathien, on Moreh 30,1982,

Tha 3 policemen refused to pay for food they ate &t FPairoi's foodshop and
baat him up when he insisted that they pay the bill. They also tried te
blt Narudom's hesd. On the following day ome of the alleged policeman hit
hin when Narudom went to complein about the alleged beating at the police
station.  (Bangkok Peat 13/4/1982)

_ -5 -

- #n Jonooent ngn iddled and scewsed of polvery.

. Naltorn Sawan

M. Bun Onklau, 56, ex-~director of the Wat Payubakiri School in Nakorn Sawvan
Province, on May 1 appealed to Pol,Lt.Colonel Chalerm Sangthong superintendant
of Nekorn Sawan City, that his son Mr. Chemnan Coidlau, 25 - was shot dead by
2 wmoﬁomsmu en the way home at Bang Nerng Fau Theng, Phayvhakird ‘Sub-District,
Nakorn Sawan-wilt 3 shota at 4,30 Pl april 30, 1982, After the incident

his son rﬂm.ummb.n.._.ﬂmm as the robber of the motoreyele which the 2 policemen
Hmnﬂ.wmwﬁm a8 evicence to aceuse Mr. Chamnan, who resisted the pelico arrest
despite the fact that he was known by nelghbours as & pood man vhe had never

made enyane suffer or owned any gun or any motoreycle, (Deily News 2/5/1582)

* Horke besken by e sroup of police

Ayuddhaya, ) . .
Mr. Semsak Mepstralmlred, 29, a worker of the Glass Crganization In Bangkok
on June 2, 1982 appealed to the police at the Crime Suppresaion Division-

v that on May 31, 1982 he went to visit his sick mether ot the Bospitel of.

mm..n_m Ban District, Ayuddhaya Province until 9 p.m., &nd on the way back to
his mother's house he wes beaten by a group of 10 drunken policemon,

He was seriously injured and vas dragged to the police statien and impriscned
without charge. Cn the following merning he was transferred o ancther police
station where he was fined 100 baht witheut being informed of the charge.,

When he aaked the policemen of the charge ‘he vas threatenad.

( Daily News 3/6/1982 )
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NEWS FROM THAILAND Bangkal:

Three priscners wore exocuted on April 29, 1982 at Beng Ewang Contral Frisen

in Bangkok by the sentence of the military court of Swrdram Province and
Sarsburi Province.

. . - 3 ) . . . .
The Horry Durance Feundation for Eduecation in Thailand gearched e, Wan Thavormran from A was execubed on ges of raping and o )

Another 2 prisonsrs Mr. Thavorn Fhulgin and: Mr. Bunthap Hwangsuk from Saraburd
were. exocuted on charges of robbery and murdering,

Bangkok

0o April 26, 1982 at 5,55 p.n. Pol. ¥ajor Cheray Khemmeesri, Inspector of
the Fhaholyothin Station led 6 politemen %o search the Herry Durence Famdaticn
for Eduoction in Thailand,= fowndntion which provide edueationel funds for
poor students, at 47 Fhaholysthin Golf village. The policemen ¢lnimed that -
they were informed of o time grenzde being placed in the Foundaticn's office

Bangkok

¥ine polies officisls ard & civilian wore sentenced to death on May 10 by the
Criminal Sourtafter they were found guilty of collaborating in tho mirder of

3 villagers and abuse of autherity in commection with the conflicts at the
mineral-rich bil]l of Khao Soon in Nakorn 81 Thammarat, o provinee im the South,
in 1976, and Iater covering wp the erime by clalming that the victims werse
cattle theives.

The nine police aorporals sentemced teo demth wore Vira Sanit, Chamnen Chonglorai-
chek, Lek Ratenaburi, Anant Chanchord, Vinal Kerdmal, Sechad Nitchomkit, Proeda
Panthong, Kavee Songhkumarn and Prapes Keomuer. The only civilisn also fecing

& death sentence is Mancp Chaisith.

During the sesrch the police had no bomb inspection ingtrumenmt with them .
but searched the linrary, the documents amg all.the official equipment both .
on the grownd flcer and tho first floor. - :

Pol., M2j. Charay, in answering Mr. Kitti Hoyyeephu, one of the Feoundatien
committee members, cn the grownds for the search, leter stated that the
Foundatien vas misunderstocd by someone whe theught that the Foundatien was
sending personnel to work for the insurgerts since there had been so mAny
pucple crowded in the office.

14 Mysdips secused of subversive activities

Bangkok
. 14 ecbive Musiim youths, 8 of them students of Rankhenhaeng University, allegedl
belonging to southorn terrorists movemont c¢alied Barisan Revelution zmﬂ.oam.wmwmz ’
were arrested in surprise pre-dawn rald in Banglok on Aprdl 1, 1982 and wvere
charged with carrying out gubversive activities affecting national ageurity by

o plamning to dfsrupt the Rattanskesin (Bangkok) Bicentennial and gathoring with
“. OVer 5 porsons. , .-

The Herry Durance Foundation for Educatien in Thaflend, s foundatien whichl
commenorated Harry Durance, a Canadian volunteer who died in Thailowd, was
founded in 1976 to serve educatisnal purposes by providing funds fer poor -
studente throughout the country So study till they complote thelr education.

AZRersens, exscentsd and sentonced to doath dering Aprdl and May

Iala

Twe men, Mr, awoum.me.._w Pinmeugwa, 41, and Mr. Manag Nerksuk, 49, were sentenced
te death on Aprdl 1, 1982 by the militery court of Yals Province after Sum.w.

. They ware nabbed in two rooms zb Elong Chan Apartment of the Nationmal Housing
were found pullty of bank robbery and* murder of 4 bank NANAZET 4 yesrsiage.

bﬁnﬂoﬁg‘.ewowowwnggﬂmowodum eommnlst propaganda materials and anti-
i goverrmment posters in tho rpooms. : .

Ancther twe men slse found gailty of the same charges, were sentenced te .
life imprisooment on the grounds that one of them is mnder 20, and ancther .

- According to Thongbes Thongpeo, & Ffamous lawyer for humsa rights, the 14 Muslims
pleaded guilty. )

- weote & lotter to him stating that they had been forced to confads vhile being

- dotained at the Bang Knen Police Priveto Scheol and thoy denied being invelved

. An any separetict movoment of ssbotage attempt. Regarding the commmist litoratura,
they ¢laimed that they could bo 69%5 in any bockstors and 4he propogunde. leafe

v lets and posters did not belong b “them, but 4o o man who had astayed briefly

- ih ong of the rooms and was Totuised  after belng questiocnmed.

i na - by

W mopazing wore warned

The four mon robbed neerly 300,000 baht in cash from the Siam City Bank,
Betong Branch, Yala Previnco on March 7, 1977, and ome of them shot and
killed the bani menags:, ) . L

Pichit

Two professional gwuen, Me. Amphorn Deesri, 28, and Mr. Kaewmeneo Pantadee,
28, cn Lpril 20, were sentenced to death for the second time on charges.of - .
murdering Mr, lee Bunmark, 54, in Muang District, Pichit Province on Jdy 15, Be ngleok

: fn Apryl 40, Pelice Chiof Goneral Suraphol Shullapram in his -capacity as the -
| printing officer for Bangkcle ordered the revocation of the licomse of MYTHUM
- “edly newspaper on the groud that an articlo on Meteh 30 "The Heart Given +o
- % Beloved Uife and Mother at the Crematorivm® defemed dn sarcastic fashion.the ,

1981,

Their firgt death sentenca on November 24, q.mmq. wes alse on a marder charge,
for the death of Mr. Lieung Wutthiyakorn, a Sub-District Officer of Vang

Kred Sub-District, Bang | Moomnark Digtriet in Pichit and Mr. Samti
Sinpregert, head of a village. '
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Royel Guard Miiltary unlbts based in Bangkcok whose su.._.ou,&mmw is to provide safety .

for HM the King and Royal Family.
public peace and morale.

The article was consjdered detrimental to

On Tune 15 CEATURAT e political veekly megazine was aleo given the withdrawal
order of ite license on the grounds of obscenity and detriment to public morale

caused by the pictures accompanying the article "Nude Pictures in the New Dimensiongr,

In May, the Special Branch Division of the Police Department in ite capacity on.. :
printing awthority in Bangkelk worned edlters of 3 daily newspapers and one
political weekly magezinme, The NMAEW MA and DRO STAM daily newspaper's editors
were varned twice, FHAYA KRUTH daily nevapapor and THE SIAM MAI weekly megezine
received one warning sach. ’

Go June 11, 1982 The Senate considred the NARC order 42 which amthorized the -
Press Officer to withdréw licenses of publishers, editors, advertisers and cwners
of publications if he deemed that articles orveports appeering in those publi--
cations were detrimentel to the nation or the govarment . Theo Serate docided
that those whoSe licenses were withdrswn could submit petitions against the

- Press Officer's order to the provineisl law court or te the civil causes couxt

in Bangkok.

The civil cede would be applied to the consideration procedures. During the
considerstion the law court could give order ageinst the withdrawel crder of
the Pross Officer unless the Press Qfficer protested against the order.

Maj. Gen. Chavalit Yongcheiyuth directer of Operaticns of The E.EQ. claimed

on Mey 12 that the govermment has completely won over the communist insurgenta
aftor the army destroyed most of thelr strongholds at Phumt and Phu Miang In
Lool Provinee in the Northeast, at Camp 508 ir Suxet Thani Provinee in the South,

the CFT's Zene 7 at Doi Psji in Nan Provinece and Zone & in Chierg Rai in the North.

Ho cited 3 ressons to suppert his statement that the government had won overgpg
CFT. Firstly tho governmment troops have destreyed the querrilias, Secondly,
the masses have come back to the govermment side and thirdly, the CPT is being
plagued with inbernal bickering.

He aaid further that the government cbjective for the next & months is to
climinate all the front organizations of the CPT. He gquoted that the fromt
ineludes dictators and influentisl groups who cowld revive the role of the
commnist Insurgents, . :

The Fourkh Army Region Commander Lt. Gen., Harn Leenanond also stated a similar
opinlen on June 20 to an sudience at the Army Club after tho succossful Fourth
Army Region "lal Rom Yen 11 " offensive against the commumist strongholds in

Satun, Phattalung and Trang, The CPT =t present could not win over the govermment

wilitarily 2s the militery has ligwidated their strongholds and their srmod

forces, necessary tools for the COPT to seize power from the govermmemt. Bub the -

Thei Army till could not win on the political front.

Ho urged the govermmemt to laumsh o "politienl effeisiven to wips out the armed

streggle of the outlawed perty once and for all, or eise the army will not be
able to absolutely destroy the CFT's armed forces and would have to comtimue to
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- erack dowm on them indefinitely. Tho importance of seo
- to belp solve the problem was alsc stressed.

1ods_of Thej

peratiom from the people

ildren have baen Stelen tg be sold in Malavsia

. hn Officer of the Thei Embassy in Malaysia revealed on March
‘hundrod Thed childrer have bean sold wwm Malaysia and the m&gwwﬁaﬁ demwww
them back to Thailand to the Southern Provineial Public Welfare Offiee to be
leoked efter. The children were taken to Malaysia by 2 methods
teallng the children to sell to Chinese-Malaysians whe do not
- at the price of 9,000 - 18,000 babt or US$ 391 - 782 .
. higher if they were babjes. Secomdly,
o direetly without the spproval of the
. the children were arrested at the che

s firstly vy
have children, -
The price would be
the brokers bought from the parents
Provincial Public Welfare Officer. Thus,
¢k point and wers semt back to Thailend,

4 hundred Shousend lakourers dead or ixjured in 5 yesps

- The Workmen's Compongation Fund of the
revealed that in the past 5 years (
© hundred thousand werkers killed and

Lobour Department, Ministry of the Interior,
T977 - 1981) there have been more then -one
injured on work and the Werkmen's Compen-

" Thers were 111,564 ¥illed and Injured workers; in this number 1,287 killed,

.bm&.mpuwemumh%wuw&mgmvﬂd«wowewauu&nomgn 104,472 bave had to
. temporarily stop worlk,

: Tho mmber of injured labomrers inercased every year from 15,334 in 1977 to
25,334 in 1980 and to 27,391 in 1981. Tho cause of the »unﬂmpmu._.um number is
the cmployers! negloet of working conditions and the laok of efforts made by
. govermment efficials to inspect the factorles which do not act sccording to the law.

Inion deadors shob dead and harressed

Mr. Erechum Madchan, cne
fectory labour union wes
on Jung 9 ,°

‘of the worker reprosantstives of the Buraphe Stoel
shot in the diring reom of the fastory and dlod later

...z&.mnmnwgﬂﬂugmwou.mnu.ommmdw&aombondogu._om._mbn,amm -charged with
eriminal acts by the amploOyer. ’ '

..ESH&»,H.QEE..mupowg.«wﬁ.mzﬁémo.qou&.ogmu cases in whick workers were
< i1led ard hevrassed. .

. ¥e: Narong of the Thai Liang Gee Co.Itd. was attacked by 7-8 gangotera fn " .

. ¥ho beginning of April this year and his 2 friands. vore also attacked im tho-
ond of Aprdl, . Me, Narong was one of the active workers who organized the strike
. in Moy 1981, Tho attack wos meanmt te chatruct the workors' movememt before -

¢ submitting their demards in May this yeer. 4% present the 3 werkers dare net
-0 go %o viork for reasoms of porsoral safet .




 Prakarn Province, a branch of the Thal Sinsnent Rubber Factory, where ho was hit o
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Mr. Vinal Nusawst, an actlve president of the fishmet industry labour unien

located in Thacnburi-Paktow Rd., Fhasicharoon District in Bangkok was hit on

- 15 -
his head while he was leaving the factory after work on Fme 3, 1982.

The attack was due to his active rele in the Kmo day strike lagt year and the
the organizing of the factory labour union. The attack happened during the

In theae coges thare wore 5 membors of the Iron and Steel Federation ¥illed erd
preperation of new demands to the emplayers.

attacked during January to June this year. Thero ware 552 workers In th
and Steel Federation fired during the same peried. e tran

Mr. Vichai Putnoi presidont of the York Tyre and Rubber Factory lubour wnion
in (meNol Sub-District, Krsthumban District, Samat Sakern Province who has been
leading a.strike of 200 werkers since April 6 this year, was attecked by 2 young
men on-his way back home on April 22, at 20.00 p.m. The workers had submittod
11 demands to the exployers before the strike but the employers refused negotlation

: @.mﬁmp organizer shot dead

N..qmb wﬂmﬂuom '

W, Singh Prikobihdong, 35, @ rurel crgatizer of Boan Thung Klang, Touo Sub-District

Mﬁwn uwmwu.uo& of Mmb:wmmﬂﬂmguﬁéﬂwoﬁ mewmww*. gbout 2,15 p.m, on April 27, whils
oing the accounts o shop koeper in the villag ive o

: %&.ﬁﬁ&mm last Nevember, F ? ° noomvmg.dua.w e wﬁ

Mr. Somchal Cheuwpskdi, 21, a worker of the Thai Sinsnant Rubber Factory o
Rajburans Distriet in Bangkok wma fired lete last yesr on the charge that he
was unquaelified and did net work with ful responsibility. Ho sued the employers
at the central labour court which decided that he cowld either go back to work
or domand 3 months compensation of 6,000 baht (USH 260)., He decided to go back
-~ to work., He was transfered later ‘o work at the Wat Kru Nai Factory in Samud

$ingh ves known to the nearby villegers as an honest aacrifict i .

o) ing, diligent and
-helpful man. He was clected 2 willage development omﬁﬁgom Hmn,umuv ﬂ»m a comntttes
MMMUMH nMoH. a@ﬂoﬂﬁowm in Baan Ral School. FHe often helped to take patients to see -
. octor, whe lived several kilometr -
his head and army ooe morming by a worker of the meother factery, after he hed - - o ’ cresos from the village.
worked there for more than a menth. -
He spent 15 days recuperating and did not go to work again for reascns of personel
safety. ,

He organizod development groups within the dis
%o help selve the problem of kigh priced zoods
villzsga. The cooperative was a successful one
- 60d 18 membors in the beginning,
by February 1982.

trict and founded the cooperative
and to inecrease unity in the
with 2,800 beht (about US$ 120) _

M. Bunme Vongyei, 27, o subecommittece memver of the Iron and Steel Federaticn mbm. nad grown to 14,700 babt and 87 members

of Thailand in the Thai Bicycle Factory in Sampbt Prakern Provinee was it on his -
head on May 23, 1982 after a meeting of the faetory labour union while he was |
antering the lene whers the factory iz located, - .

Ho and his friend Swetr who waa slmost stabbed have now resigned from the
factory after boing threstened,

Mr. Sinnara Sinjo, 28, a deputy secretary of the lobour union of the Thai Metro .
Industry, who hss now been forced by the employors teo resign on the grownd that .
the factory is suffering a loss and thus bas sued the court to fire all the
workers, had been earliocr persecuted and attacked in the factory in order to
proveke bim, o that ke could be fired on eximinal charges. .

In the begimming of Muy, he uns hit by 6-7 young gangstors after work arcund
5 o clock, & few dnys aftor the incident he was ngain attacked.

Mr. Kamron Sse Ung, 28, a deputy secretary for public relations of tho Uniezn
Metal Factory labour union, who was one of the leaders of the April. 10 strike,
was hit on his head in the beginning of May this year.

Mr. hngldm Sac Bay, 48, the hoad of workers at the Fish Marketing Orgenmisetion (FMO
o state enterprises, wea shot dead by 2 youngsters in Yenawa Distrdct, Bangkok,

Hn.numﬂouduumo..n.HE.u.“u._cmwﬂn&ongoaemd“_.um.nomow4mdweoouh_.wa.wmou dwmw
Kinds of bucket used vo £i11 fishes. : :

Plastic buckets which provide 1 baht interest ( 1 US$ = 23 baht) for the FMO
kave boon recemtly been introdusced to heo used ingtead of ratsan buckets which .
provided only 0.25 baht for the FMO. Since the plastic buckebts are not qualified,:
the werkers,. thus, proposed the FMO to return to use rattan buckets, It is
suggested that the ebove conflicks i the cause of the murder. .
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: ha Adul Bun~Ruong Cu.
ACTIVITIES OF (OGRS = s e

This 18 one of the politienl cases supported by CCRS since 1980,

Adul Bun-Rueng (20 at the time of arrest in 1979), & former student activiss

of Senpetong Viddhayakom School and Technical College in Chiengmni Province
wes very interosted in polities. He founded the Sociel and Democratic B.&uu
in hls school end organized several scademic exhibitions., He wic elocted a
MOESMM merber om.mgm student council in that school, During his studies

e was also “”Ednwd.m in several campaigns on promotion of Thai goods anti-
,bsoupoms.éwg bases in Thailand, and protesting the return mw former leaders
of the dictaterial regime. Eeo belped the National Studemt Centre of Thailamd

to disseminate infermation about the new farming rent among villagers, ete.

The Coordinating Group for Religion in Sceioty (CGRS) is composed of

laymen and young activists from the Buddhists, the Catholic and the Protestant .
religlons,who share a common belief in nomviolence, and fosl that religien and
spiritual value hove & central role to play in develcpment of Thal society, :
CGRS was founded sarly inm 1976 but has become actively involved in human rights
since.the Qchober 6, 1976 coup d'etat. For over five years CGRS has carried out
ite activities openly, inspite of repressive government and Martial Taw. .
During this period the activitles of CGRS has expanded considerably from merely
helping political prisomers and their familles and others suffering frem conflict
dn the sociely, to exposing misuse of govermment power and campaigning for its
victims, for the release of ell political priscmers and for abolishment of ;
unjust laws; holping form other groups propared to struggle for justice and
humsn rights; supporting lodigenous rursl development grovps and coordinating

Eo dropped cut: of the Techniesl College in 1976 since his famil could not
afford his studylng. He wont back to belp his mother in wﬁ.ﬂuw and looked
after his 2 younger brothers at his home in Sanpatong District.

man He was arrested on August 2, 1979 around £.00 p.m. at the k point of
religicus organizations. Sanpatong Distyict. As ho drove past the mbHWﬁowmnw bou..uwowmogwowwﬁ back
home with a fripnd, he noticed that the pelicemen there did not woar unifeorns,
Nothing illegel was found on him or his frierd. But a pcliceman recognized
Adul as his ectivist schoolfriend. Adul then was detained and sent to the
Mpang District police station. During his detenticn he was imterrogated as

& oommundst, without other charges. & fertuight later on August 16, 1979

: he was charged with murdering a policemen and rolessing Mr, Saeng Sspsuk,

. & cammnist detalnee on August 15, 1978. He denied all the charges.

Al) the efforts of CORS are direeted at tockling the injustice and cppression
that exist in society using religicus prineiples and menviclence as the basie
methed, In all those actividies CORS hopes o play & catalytic and coordinatien
function rather than doing everything directly itself.

Activities of (GRS Quring April-Junc 1982 He was sent to be impriscred in a very dark and small cell of tho Special

- Prison of Chiengmel Province although he had not been couvicted of auy erime,
and the duration of his Imprizomment was nmot fixed., The Lavyers Assoclation

of me.ﬂ.m.ﬂ alred his grievances to the Minister of the Interdior, the Head

of the Penitentiary Departmemb and the Director of the Specisl Prison of

- Chieng Mad in Merch 1980, Ister he was moved from the dark cell to a normal
- eell but also put 4n ironms.

I Human rights activities

Helpling prisoners

During the past three months OGRS has continued with ite regular work of
helping prisoners facing injustice both in Bangkck and up-country.

In additicn to providing these priscnmers with nocessary assistance, it alse
geve rogulsr assistance to peor families of some prisoncrs,

Proyiding Jopal oid

CGhS tries to ensure that politleal prisoners and priscsers facing injustices
have legal probtection, legal representation and, hopafully, a fair trial
in Just courts. OGRS has not only given direct assistance, such as finding
experlenced defonee lawyers for the priscners, helping raise and arrange :
badl, etc., but has also given aasistonce to lawyers defending politiesl cases,
organized campaigns for the release of prisoners and encouragod the changing
of laws, and so on.

In this case officers from several departments provided ovidence snd witnessas
o prove that Adul was a commiidst and had committed the crime. The T90C
officers sent Adulls blography to the court witheut tho consideration of the
Prosecutcr and without witnensss, and the biography wns not identified as
svidence in eourt, Tho pelicemen also mede filos of the case in which witnesses
waro named who could idemtify the murderer of tha peliceman. Mrs. Payoa
Mareung, a witneas who informed the comrt that she could not remomber the
mirderer, wis threatened by the Folice to sign tho paper indicating that

she could remember, She alss infermed the court that she never signed the

Demerandym of identification of the murdar bwh the police made & false one., -

Instend of boing charged with angagin

t g in commmnist activitics, Adul was charged
vith o criminal act, as the poliece cculd not Ffind anocugh aﬁm.mmae 1o sube
stantiate their elaim that he was communist .

Since the stabement beforw the court by 10 prosecutorfs witnesses wes confused

and ecntradictory, the court has mainly used the police record of investigstien
to support ite Judgemext, despite the fact that the only witness of the

fccused in Adul himself. He wag thorefore senbonced to death on March 30,71982.
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Aithough his sentence was reduced to 1ife imprdsomment on the ceeasion of the -
Bangkcl Blcentemnial celebration, he was later cherped by the Bangktok Military -

Op Aprik 6., 1982 OGRS togethew with 3 groups of feminists and human rights ) 7
Court with endangering natiomel security.

workers staged & protest at Bangkok Airport sguinst the 27 Netherlands sox e

% tourist _
in 2 group ovganized by the "Theiland Express" Tour Agency to porticipate Hnoﬁg ©
.mwnmw&n Biéentennial colebratlon. The "Thailend Bxpresa™ manager claimed that i
sex tourism would help the rurel poor and as a rTesult help relieve the Thai oconcmy |

ubmmsegv.gmgmg,cﬁuaﬁpboﬂ%. .
distrituted. 7 s b and statements were shown and

The Scr Kumphol Caso

" Mr. Sor, 44, = farmer of Ban Moe District, Lopburi Frovince amnd amciher 8
rolatives and fricnds were arrested by FPol. Major Muang Pouysuen on September 27
P81 and ogﬂw. ad g.&..w robbery in Nakern Sawan Froviace. This protest was lawached in cecrdinstion with the Soncerned Asisn Women Group
in Ubrecht, Netherland who also protested the "Thailand Exprosah

The coause of the arrest was actually o wou.uoﬂm.u. one, #ince Sor had charged Pol, et the Ansterdam Airport beforo thay Teft the Nether " 38X tour group

Maj. Maang with robbery of hio 2,000 tuckets of rice from the renbed field of
Pol. Maj. Musng's wifo ou December 1, 1980. The case was being hesrd whon he -
was arrested and almost all of the arrested were Sor's witnesses In the rico
robbery case, ILater, five of them wore released whoreas one more villeger in
Ben Ledihipparot in Nakern Sewan was arrested. Tho Fol, Maj. told Sor that -

he would release all the arrosted if Sor would withdraw the rice robbery charge.-
But Sor refused the proposal. In Decembor 1981 the rice mobbary charge was
lifted and Scr has been released on bail. - o

Knowing of the protest to be held e..a Bangltck Adirport, this sex towr grow at

caneelled their trip when ihe plane landed at Roma bmﬁwon&. P later
The protesting groups also sutmitted & lotter
the goverament to solve the prostitution probl
gex tourdsta,

to ‘the Prime Minister encournging
ens and ot ¢lear policies for

Compaien £or tha Toreotten 200" 11 Cpi2d Lebour Aot vities
After many campaigne lamnchod by the relatives and trman rights organizations
te seek justice for prisoners detained without trial since 1976 under Speclal
Decroes 21, 27 ond 200 issued by the Prime Minister under the interdim comstituticr
on May 11 CGES and 6 other humsn rights groups submltted another letter to the -
Prime Mintster asking for justice to the forgotten priscmers (new reduced %o 59): -
and encouraging the govermment to use the measure of reduecing their torms,

earlior proposed by an interministerial committee, to provide more justice to
prisoners. ’ .

CGRS is concernod about the situatlon of child Inbour, mmber of which is growing

- comsiderably. In 1678, 44% of children aged 11-14, whick is schooling aga, Were
employed in varfcus scchors due to poverty and drought 4n raral areas. - moo‘ooo

of them mlgrated to Bangkok and worked in factorics, many of which were so called

Ueleve® faztories bucsuse of thedr bad and inbumax condition that make childwen

suffer severely. In 1978 there was a case that two children died while another

three were crippled after worldng for three months. Ilast year CGES established

the Center of Concern for Child Iabour with collaboraticn of seven other organizations,

On June 7, about 200 of the prisoners' relatives held a rally ot the Prime -
Minister offico protesting alleged government fnaction in freelng the "Forgotten™
priseners and asking for an official statement of the government on the lssue,
In the aftermoon of June &, they received a letter fram the Prime Mindsbor's
office. rofusing to give a pardon to the prisoners as proposed by the inter-
ministerisl committee 2ix months ago, oo the ground that the government hed a
already given n msss pardon in the genoral ammesty granted in conjuncticn with .
the Banghkelk bicembennial celebratlion in April, It should be noted that the :
noss pardon was to cover auny dotainees, oven those who are guilty. But whet
the relatives and nmuaw rights orgunizations ealled for (and later got a positive
rosponse from the govermmomt on) wes special measures to provide Justice to thoge:
who sheuld not serve thelr jail term without trial., The latest statement of
the govermment is very conmtradictary to what the Prime Minister said last year.
(Sec ERTE Vol. § No. 2 page 9) : .

In order to inecrease rural pecple’s avareness of the problems In sending children
‘Yo work in Bangkck and the mslireatment of child workeme , in April the Cenmter of
Concern for Child Labour (COCT) published pamphlets of werning and reccmmendetions
for the families who are forced by poverty send their children to werk in the city.
This publication was sent to every gevernor and government agency in the North-
castern and Northern proviness, to be distributed mmong tho villagers. The pam-
phlets were alse sent to provineial labour officers, and local newspapars and’

H.mnu_.ouﬁwﬁ.onmub.agzop.dwommwmgvaoﬂuhmuwu.aaagawm large mmber of children
are-sent teo work in Bengkok. : . '

In May-June CCOL organized 3 recreation’ programmes for €0 childven in 5 ok

fectorios in Tamswa and Bang Mod Districts, producing underwear, owgsmmuwmwmwmw

bags, metal copying ond balloons., The recreation provided opportunities for the
c¢hildren to relex and gain wider cxperiences in life, Puppet shows, slide shows
ard drams for children were provided for the ckildren im 2 outings. In another .

outing children working in a balloon factory were taken to visit the zoo.

IO HGEE) CCOL WAth the cooperation of the Divlsicn of Ocaipationsl Health officers
orgarized a welfare service team to check the heslth of children whe work com<
Stantly with kerosine inm ropair shops. Records of the checkwups wore reported

Yo tho Isbowr Department to ensure thet profoctive measures for the children will
be provided. A :

(GBS 43 extremely concorned aboub the status of women adused a3 sex objects.
In Thailapd there are 500,000 - 700,000 women involved in sex service througheout
tho courtry. One faster cousing tho incronse in prosbitubion is tho uncentrolled
growbh of "sex towrdsm® organizod by foreigners from rickh countries to take -
advantage of their oconomic supariortiy to oxpleit Thal wemen who are in need
of money.




-2 -

During April and May 4 children who managed to sscapa from their cruel employes
were sent back to their hometown by CCCL workers. COCL is slso concerned o
ebout the missing child workers whose fate is unkneown by thoir paremts. In
the past 3 menths CCCL bms been informed about 3 cases of missing children. -
After = hard search, CCCL workers finally found 2 of tho lost children and .
enabled their parents %o tuke them back. Missing child workers y any of then
from the Northesatern provizces are at present a sericus preblom since the -
number is increasing. Some employers who lost their child workers suggested
that the private job procurment agencies might foteh them back and sond them:
to other employers or factery owner to esrn mere mongy. It is said that

this is & vory common method used by theose sgenclas. o

Religions Relatlons detivities

Though the vast majority of Thais actively profese adherence to cme or other
of’ the major world religions, in general, thoy and their religious lezders.
adhere more to the outwerd expression of thelr roligions, rather than the -

content and the resl meaning. If the conflicts in socioty ere to be roduced, -
ard o widescale and violent civil war avoided, 1% is absolutely essential tha
religious groups and lesders become involved in really practieing thelr )
prineiples, and take on & social responsible role, They must Teally become -
invelved in teckling, rouviolently, the evila of soeiety.

Cn Jume 12 CGRS and the Committee for Justice and Pomce in Thailand held

an inter-religious activity to colebrate Imternstional Peace Day, which Is -
usually held on New Year's Day under the suspices of the Vatican, Tha :
Internstiongl Fesce Doy in Thailand simed to educate and encourage religious:
pecple and laypscple io cooperste im secarching for peace for society. o

This year vhe rights of the child was the theme for International Peace Day.
Activities to celebrate the Doy consisted of an exbibition and infermation
on ¢hildren's prevlems and their rights as woll as competitions in drama.,
alide shows, verse erd slogans promoting the rights of the child. Thai
clazsical music performed by children, stage shows, drema and a panel dis—
cussion on "The Iife of Thai Children® were alsc presemtod on that day.

" Slum Aetivities

Tha mmber of squatters in Banglok 13 inecreasing rapidly due to rural poverty
It is estimeted that at lesst 750,000 pecple live in approximately 400 slums
in Bangkek. These puople are faced with varlous problems such es bad living
conditions, lack of edueation, poverty, tnemployment, narcetic drugs » ete.
In sddition they alsc face the constams threat of eviction., Inspite of this,

Wosmqmu.umwgmu.ummﬁoﬁﬁmgvu..&u.gmwummbm ggwumumgqa,uaooaea.ﬂm
soeinl problem. i :

There iz an urgent need to selve sium problems. One impertant factor thef
wonld help reduce or slove the problem is for the sltm people to understand .
why they are in sueh 2 situation, for them to see how their problems relete
to the political and cconomic atructures of tho scclety, and for them to see .
that they 21} have the power to changa thelr lives for the better and to
develop their commnity, . .
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In Rama IV slum OGRS with a community volunbeer organize a seminar forthe
cormunity committee to evaluete the struggle againat eviction and the

strategies of the struggle, and to promete understanding of the committeo's
responsibility to the community., The seminar was neld during ¥ay 22 - 23.

O Jute 20, 1982 (GRS orgenized & seminar for the Rama IV sium leaders and
Ban Manamgknsila slum loaders who have besn struggling successfully for

“-their land, It was meant to be a forum for sharing experiences both failures

ahd successes.

In the Lard Bus~Kao slum (GRS concentreted its activity on the eriction
problem . After the slum dwellers' representatives tried to negotiate with
the high ranking officers, a meeting of the 4 factions invelved was organizaed
in the beginndng of June, The participants are the slun dwellers! repregen-
tatives, the land ovmer's represeatatives, and the authorities inmvolved -

National Housing Authority representatives and tho District Head Officer.

. The meeting, however, failed %o come to eny agreement as the land cwner's

representative refused to make any setiélement as far as the Jand is concermed

Micro Medie Activities

The objectives of the micro-medis work of CGRES is to spread knowledgs,

sclence, Informmtion and wederstanding in different fields to the people |
in ordar to bring about understanding of basic problems and the way Yo the
solutdons; to exchenge ideaz, news, and information of the way of life mnd

- cultures betwsen civies and rural areas; to Lmprove tho standard of living

in rural areas while mainteining the good traditicn and culture; snd %o
cooperate with concerned crganizations and interested groups in designing
various forms of mass communications in order that the peor in rural areas
are better served. ‘

During April-June micro medis activities wexe carried out as follows:
wﬁaﬁ&um a slide show on "The Development of Thod Drama™

his slide show is shout the history of Thai Drama ond Influences which -
changed Thai drama from the time of King RamaV to the present time.

- Cooperating witk the Mass Media for Children Promotion Group in arranging

programmes for children during the Natiomal Week for Books in Chulalctgkorn
University. A drame on "iax — Peace" (in fanmtasy lsmguage), a puppet show
on "Butterflies, flowers and Wild Birda® and a pantcmime on "Newspeper?
wers presented in the progrommes.

T cocperating with other groups on special ogcasicns ¢.g. poetry rea on
. Mational Writers Day om Mey 5 and on Sri Burapha Day (s femcws wrdter) -

organize on June 20 . Tho micro media sectien slsc helped erganize a
competition in drame, slide shows, painting and postry on the theme
Ychild's rights® to commemsrate Imtornatiomal Peace Day.

produeing o pester and a series of 14 postors on the danger of M3G formmla
in order to educato people both in the city snd rural sress. These postars
w1l be disseminated to developmert groups in slums and in the country,




MESSAGES AND SERVICES

The Union for Civil Liverty (UCL)

ucL founded in November 1973 with an cbjective 4o study, mu.rumoﬂbn«m .
MWM mpﬂoﬂwﬂn in Thailend the universally accepted principles of civil liderty.
Tt 1s e organizebion open to 211 individusls who wish to participate and join

in the efforts te uphold the principles of humen rights, The UCL has its
membors from un.m.nﬁ.wwg all walks of life; be it studenmts, intellectusls,
profegaionals, workera, peasants or civil servenmta. This organization is to

work towerds the common benefit for all, not Just that of any particulsr group

Following o blocdy massacro on the 6tk of Cetober, 1976, the UCL was consequently
forced to suspend 2]l iis activitles under z martial law. It was not until the >
widdle of 1979 that the polltical condition seemed to improve starting with the '

new constitubion whick was proclaimed in Decamber 1978. This constitubtion

apporently guarantees the civil liberty fer the citizen and the genersl aHan,nMou..

was cousoquently held in April 1979. Under those politicsl cendition and

climate, the UCL took the cppertunity to resume its activities with the hope’

that it can ence again take an active role H,.ow a just cauge.

Ohjeetives .

The Union for Civil Iiberty has the fellowing objectives :

To study and to disseminate the principles of sivil rights and Ifbertios in
accerdanss with the democratic system.

To provide general sexvice againgt any sbusos and/er violatiens of eivil rights -

and libexties.
To cooperateo with cther erpanizations end/or assoclaticps with similar aims.

To rafge the leval of consclousmess on eivil rights and civil liberties of the
pecpla throughout the kinpdom so that actions cam be effectively taken at-

the commudty level.

To safeguard and protect the rights and liberties of the eitizen within legal no
h3'one principle of the UCL is taat it will nelther seck political pawer mor

align iteelf with any political group, the UCL intends to limit ibs services
to logal counselling, cowscientization, commnity organization, ote.

Organdzation Lo _ - . ) )
The UCL hos orgenized itself inte a form of assdeiation and is in a process
of duly registering as such. 411 members arc to eclect a commithes to beth

administer and orgonize varicus activities and services. :

At present, the UCL has 5 divisions : :

= Worker's Rlghts

~ legal Aid )

- Peasant's Rights :

~ Documentation and Dissemination

- Administraticn

411 the gbove divisions arc administored by fwlltime workers who work -
closely with the committee members. There are slso scme volunteer worker
involved In .the UCL activities.

Target Groups

This slido-set

The UCL committos also would join its

such 28 members of the UCL, community organizers
arganizations werking towards democrecy and

Address 446 ASQKE-DIMDARNG RQAD
BANGKCK 10370
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The UCL committee deems it necessary to direct its

Jtarget groups :

- Special target group for 1982
Frostitutes, especially
and/or aven sold %o brothels in th

~ Spocial target group for 1983

* Prisoners and detainees under the s

~ Rogular target groups for 1982-1983 )
Workers in Bangkek Metropolitan area, espocially those- dismissed frem

Jobs without proper justification, non-unionized workers, and
womar workers.,

Individuzla whese rig)
defend themselves pro
Poor farmors inm the northeast

afforts towards tha following

those who have been coarced, Hﬁ.oq... foreed

@ counbry or abaaad,

upervisicn of the Department of Corrcetions

hts were viclated and were not in a position to
perly in court, mainly becsuse of poverty.
especially agricultursl workers and. .

farmers who have problems soeking their own market outlets
for thelr produee.

offorts with those of the concerned individwals

s 8tc. a3 well as cothe
human rights,

Regemt siide sets on Thailasd : MThe Next Stop of Thal Iaboursa®

is about the cocperation of Thai libours before tha great change from
Abaclute Monarchy to Democracy in 1932, the

legal organization wos established, and the
Union, But in 1952 when Coneral P.
eet of Commrnism,
groups of people were
beppened on October 1
people Tose up and sccomplished in demanding

Pecple was born onee again. The labour movements spread more widely. There were
improvemants in their demanding for their labewr

There were also encouragements frem other groups
tlwe the govermment officials and theose whe lost
lsbours tried to weaken the stren
‘tragic event happenad on October &, 1976.

90 slides, 25 minutes .
commentary (Thei & English) on cassette

mﬁom uwaé.mogowﬁmgggmumooaa
¥ MEADOW GROUP, Thailand.

development of their fightings wmtil s
Jolning of The World Federaticn of Trade

Piboungongkram passed a statute preventing any
a lot of labour loaders wore arrested. Isbour movements and variocus

under &etatarship for o long timo. Then an important insident
4571973 when students,wo:

rkera,farmers and different groups of
for their mighte, A now ora of Thai

rights and in their fighting methods.
of workers and people. At the same
their interest from the strikes of

b of labourers, students,snd pesple until a




"Business on Bedies?

This slide-sot is & story which shows the present econemic condition of

Thailand that drives the majority of pocple to try te struggle fer themselves.

The state of unemployment and the labour selling of the country pecple

pub o pressure on & group of young waomen to turn to selling their bodies

as & way to earn their livinz, There are views of the prostitution and the
opinions toward the prostitution problems and about "Year of Teurism® of
the director of Thailand Tourise Promoticn Crganization.

&t the end 1t emphasized the inside of the deceived new—coming rural glrls®
weiting room, 1life ghows such as writing, smoking, ote, ard -it alsoe shows
injustice in the weges the prostitutes recelva,

76 slides, 12 minutes

commentary (Thed & English) on cessebte
price U3 145 include mailing and recorded
by MEADOW GROUP, Thedilsnd,

Checks mnde payable to

SUPACHAT SILAPAVITAZADILOK
MEADOW GROUP
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