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THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATTON

(o 15th August an M6 grenade was thrown into the residence of General Frem

Tinsulanonda, the Prime Minister. Baraly a month later, on 9th September, there

was another violent explesicn outside the office of the Minister of Defence,

sgain General Prem. It was later on diseloded that an M72 rocket was ahot at

Prem's. cor when he and his' perty were visiting Lobburd Provinee in July. The

- Genersl-cscaped unhurt In all three incidents, which took place at a time when

. Bangkok was somewhat tense as d result of mmerous bomb scares at shopping

o coptres and govermment offices. The avernge rate of bomb scares from Jamary

i to September was twice a month. It did net appear, however, that the ineidenats
during those pericds wers masterminded by the sepsratist movements or the Com.
mnist Tarty of Thailamd. These groups were being closely watched by the

- Govermment to see whether they were now turning te wurban terrerism.

- Thae reason for the bombing incidemta could be found in the eonflicts of varicus
- business groups and politica) conflicts among the ruling class. It sheuld be
notlced that ineidents' oecurred rather frequently between August and September,
¢ the pericd of the anmmual military reshuffle, including the appointment of the

- Bew army Commander-in-Cilef, the post regarded as the most powerfunl one in
-present Thal politics. ifter the anncuncement of the military reabuffle was
zade on 10 September, there waa no more news of bomb incidents, It is therefore

dcﬁ.mqmmgpﬁoosngpumwmaﬂgg ooaamu.ﬂbm.ngﬂg.«manmmw&mwoﬁmawa
. reatoh behind the previous ineidents. :

* No matter what the reason for the bomb incidents nay be, what certainly is clear
is the inereesing role of the Army in pescawkeaping in the Capital. General Artit
Haplung-ek, the new Srmy Cermender-in-Chief has slready extended the role of
" the peace-keeping force, of whieh he himeelf is the Commander. More scldiers
&3 belng cent. b take charge of pollce dutics in Bangkeok, such ay crime suppres-
aien, and carrying out arrests. The Rapid Deployment Foree Unit, known as /
"orasiak" is charged with suppressing riots anywhere in Bangkok and the five
- Suwrrounding provincec, The Undt is fully equipped with heavy weaponry, and
armoured vehicles. Mombers ef the Unit are trained for sabotage and psycholagical
warfare t0o. It remains to be seen, therefore, whether the main task of Gen
Artitis Undt is to keep peace in the Copital or to be a strong military base for
- him o reaist s coup d'e tat or even to stage a coup dfe tat for himself, The
definition of an_"unpeaceful situstion” which Noraaink has the duty to suppress

remaina vague. It is umclear whether 1% covers strikes ard anti-government < -
" demonstretions.

The genoral situation of labour is still tonse, although the number of factory
¢losures and workers being laid off declined in the past 3 months compared to
4pril to Jude. The tensien combimues, ~with wo prospect of improvement. In  *
particylar, there was a bitter dispute between representatives of workers on ane
8ido and reprosentatives of employers and govermment officials on the cther side,
over the mintmumm wege: In early September, the proposal for 82 baht as minirmm
Wage vas rejected by the Nationsl Wage Committes., The reasons given were that
it would nave a bad effect on the esomomic situation in tho couniry as s uwhole,
32d on the investment climate, whick is already not very enceuraging. The
Tepresentatives of the workers srgued that in the present econemic situation
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no worker paid 61 baht as minimm wmge eculd meet all his daily oxpenses. They
also cited the figure from the National Statistics Office thet 85% of workers

who get paid the minimum wege are still in debt. The dispute resulted in the
walkout of the workexr representatives from the meeting reom to protest the
rejection of their proposal. After that, there waz 2 meeting among leaders of

3 employee organizations and 14 State enterprise trade vnions in whick they .
agreed to campaign for.sn imerease of the minimum uage. The. threat of the workers:
to sbage such a campaign was regarded by the government and the Military as a
potential munrest situation”. It is bolieved that the Gevernment and the Pesce-
kooping force would stop such a movement from spreading to all workers in Bepgkek
and nearby provinces, most of whom are already discentonted with the present
situation. However, after the demenstration and petition by the workers on the
issue on September 22, demanding that the Naticnal Wage Cormittee roview its
controversial Septembar 8 dicision tn. freeze minimm daily wage rates, the Come
mittee met on September 29 and reached & compromise sgreemazt fo incrosse the
minimum wage from &1 bsht to 64 baht for workers in Bangkck and 8 big provinces.
The cause of worry cf the peace keoping force and’the govermment was eventually
abated. : . .

Althougk the humar rights situsticn in gemeral has not shown rach improvement,
legally speaking, s~me positive things have happened. Arownd mid-August, the
House passed 2 vills which seck to medify the present Criminal Ast by providing
an opportunity for the accused to heve a lawyer present while under pelice
tnterrogation, This is intended te be a precaution against pslice harasoment

to gain a confession from the accused before the case gees to court. The new
bi1l alse shertens the lemgth of detention from 84 to 48 days, The two bills
are welcomed by all humen rights supporters. They benefit especially those who
are poor and have no kmowledge of law. They at the seme time lessen the eppor-
tunity for the police to intimidate suspects as oftens happens in remote sreas.
T4 has to be stressed, however, that there exist genersl laws which need to be
changed ‘to protect the legitimate rights of the peoplo. These include

tho [I:RO Decros no. 42 which awbherizas the Director-General of the Police
Department o close newspapers indefinitely, or the Communist Act which empowers
tha suthorities concorned to detain en accused persci up bo 480 days before he

or she mugt be brought before the Court. F

. court will be final without any right to appeal whatssocver.

THE POLITICAL CiSES TODAY

The political cases in Thailand during this moment are
3 5 g nostly tho:
with commnist activities and national seeurity gpodwoum“.q 56 comected

Nincteen political detainescs have been brow K
ght o the court, ten of wh
charged with communist activities and seven more. with ewumum pa&mu.« nMMwwau.
Mmmﬂwﬁq. Some of these accused people were arrested for political reasons
rought to the court wnder criminai charges, - Some were relcased by the

. court but are still detaincd for further ¢
. political cases. There were also
- some cases in which the court had pessed the verdict and the convicted still

et with political accusetions, Many have been I i
. or many menths in solibar
imprdsonment wit. ] 7
@ﬂwn.wsﬁ ne ngmmwmw._.“ any right to u..onmuqo any visit by anybody. Some even
These poldtical cases fall under the Nationmal Administrati
rative Reform Council®
decrees nos. 1,8,29 and 30, authorizing the wilitary court to noumwmnw umww °

. chsed ga related to pabional seeurity, commmist activities under LntieConmg-

oist Activitios dot. Usder this het, those charged with communist zet
activitics
MMWH be mmﬁﬂ.ﬂmm for 30 days with approval from the investigating officer, for
more days. with approval from the Polise Diroctor-General, and for mqovsoua
days if so ordered by the militery-court, Thus, anyhody can be detainsd for
a totoal of 480 deys before charges are formally placed, A verdict by the

1. Damri Ruengsutham, a former member of the Hu.oﬁ&.c
itbureau of the Comrunist
Party of Thoiland (CET), and Prakeb Thongtheung were arrested on April 28, 1981

" o Ban Chongebang, Tombon Phruphi, Ban Nas i
: an Districh
. of Suratthani, and were detoined m« the L Dotontinn Govbor ob mra®

Provisicnal Detention Centor of the
Bangkhen Police Private Training School. They have been awsiting 2 trial .on

charge of commmist cetivities. Durin
. g the first phase of thoir detentds
Mw&q were put in sclitary cells and were denmied all kinds of visit ngp»M.WOB.,
elr lawycra. They have been detained incommunicade for at least aix months

: . and have been ordered to stay further in prisen by the wilitary court.

& Fune 30, 1981 o former CIT cadre in the scuthern province of Suratthani,

Surackei Sme Ban, was arrostod in the heart of the ¢ity diatriet,tosether with

Mal! Sokhorn {or 1i Bunnak) and Pravit Prenchareun, end ahar mtrard &
: ed with
MMMMMW._..M%. They were dotained at the p@odaaambﬂmamu muoqwmwouuw. boMMuﬁon *
Pty axd during the first phase of their detention they, like Dompd and
Pt m Mmaa put in sclitary cells and were demied all kinds of visit even
om thelr lawyers, They wore -held in solitary detemtion for eight months.

" later, Om Aprdl 14, 1982 the prosceuter of the southesn province of MNakbora

5i Tharperat submitted their cases to the milita

o ry court of the Fifth A

MMMWAM wﬁﬁnwﬁ. wes chorged with commnist ectivitiss, being a Emswmw umq a

oﬂhomoa NWMMowEMMMmd orgeaization, teaching other pecple to cherish communlsm,

e o, &) e gtate security, killing officers and robberics. Mali Sakhern
two accusations, and Pravit wos charged with communist activities,
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At present the 3, defendants are being tried Dy tho military tribunal, and
are still detalned by order of the same tribumnl.

Wimen Flantomdee and Charnchal Charnstlechonnotl were srrested on January 10
1981, at different places, and charged with comrmnist activitises. They were
firet detained ot tho Provisicnal Detention Center. .(n December 30, 1981, the
prosccutor of the Bangkek military court accuscd Wimon, first defondant, and

Charnchal, second defendant, of being mombers and codres of a commnist organi-

¥

zabion, of supporting o communist crgandization or dits members, =nd of possessing .

iliegal documents and Ammmition.. At present, the twe defendants are being
tried by the military court and still detained by order of the same court,

Wimen is 53 years old, residing in Bangkok. She has been suffering frem diabetes
for 4 long time, and is almost blind because of her sore eyes, [During the first

tkree months of hor detention, she had been demled 2ll visits aven from her
lawyer, On May 6, 1981, she was granted o visit by her relatives and  lawyer.

Later, her sore eyes deteriorcted and the left cye wma taken owt on Jamuary 13, -

1582 2t the bospital of the Correctiens Department. Her riecht aye 1s not in
a pood conditien either, At present, her relatives have been trying te bail
her out to get o medieal treatment ouwtside the jail.

Charnehad stayed in Bongkhuntien District, muuwwaw. He earned his living by
sclling kitchen utensils, ZIoading them in his mini-truck, he went from one
. province te another to sell them. Iater he lived on money carned from hiring

out his mini-truck. During the first perizd of his detention he too wns denfed -

21l kindy of wisit from outside. He waz not allowed to be bailed out either.

Therg arc two more persons arrosted on chorge of commmnlst activitics, but no
more duteils have been reported. The first 1s Banlue Inthewapi, arrested on

July 13, 1981, in the northeastern province of Mahasarakharm. The second persen

is Somphong Faukehuen, living et Ban Bang-nakleua, Tambon Namkhral, in the
nerthern provinee of Uptradit., He wns charped with comrmunist activities
and erimes against the state sceurity. He wis arrested 2t his own house on
Januory 10, 1982, - . .

2. Adul msE.ﬁonmL 23 years old, was born imto a possant family at Tambon

Thamzpd -, Sonpatong District, in the northern srovinee of Chienpmai,. His fathor .
died when he wes studying ot a technical college. Later, he guve up hiz studies .

beczuse of poverty, and holped his mother work in the paddyfiold. A4t nis
tecknical ecllepe, he and his friends had becn engaged in varicsus ackivities,
He wos. president of the college club, member of- the students! council; he
organized exhibitions and pancl discussion on various subjects.

On fugust 2, 1979 he wos arrested by the Sanpatong Police and was doboined for
investigation at the provincisl police station in Chiengmei. He was first
charged with communist activities, but the investimztion hod found no evidence
to substentinste the cherge. Adul 3ad been doteined for 1L days whem on sugust
16, 1979 the police charped him with killing of policemen during o communist
-28savlt on the Chiengmed Mentnl Hospital on fugmst 15, 1978, with an attempt
to get back & commnist ascused. He was later semt to the Chiengmai Cemtral
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‘ prison and w23 put in a dungeon despitethe fact that he had violated no regula-
tions whatscever of the prisenr. The Lawyers' lssocletion of Thailand sent a
protost note to the prisonm authorities, demanding . that AGul e detajined in an
ordinary cell like cther priscners, but he was still dotained in 2 seperate Gell

© and pub to chains for more than o year., On November 13, 1979, he was brought

4o trial before the wilitary court of Chiengmai, on charge of killing of police-
‘men. His trial lasted for two years 2nd four months, and cnded on Morch 30, 1982.
- Be wng sentenced to death without any right to appeal cccording to the prevailing
- procecures of the military court. Om April 37, 19682 he was sent to the Central

. Prison Bangkhwang in Bangkok, ond detalned st a place reserved for those sentenced
4o death, However, on May 5 by a royel pardon his puddshmert weis roduced io

life inprisonment. .
Novertbeless, &4dul would be on trial fer another charge of endangering the

" pational sceurity and of communist activitics. On May 28, 1982 he and Thongdee
. Chantaphing - accused of the some crimes - wero brought to trail before the

- Bangkok Military Court. .

Euou.mmm? 34 years old, was arrested on June 6, 1578 at Ban Fhamen, Tambon

Bennnluang, Ghombhong  District, Chicngmai. He was cherged with commumist

activities and detained incemmunicade at the Chicngmei Central Prison,

' On Zeptember 18, 1978 he was tried by the Chisnpmel court on chorges of illegal

- pessession of firearms, ammunition and explesives; snd of tarrying a gun in

. public without authorization. The militory court, however, rejected all these
accusations, Yebt, Thenpdee wne detained for amother trial befors the lampeng

" military ecourt for commndet activitics. At present, he is imprisoned at the

- Specinl Detention Center in Bongkck,

On bpril 1, 1982, six Ramkhamhaeng University students namely, Samek Mhseng,
Jowee Usenghayijewne, Baraheng Diarasu, Jokade Jemae, Lsae Bung-ossyu and
Royoli Loma, together with eight cther frionds, were arrested and charped
-, with being members of o scubhern separatist movement, The six shvdents were
- brought to trisl on Jume 28, 1982 , before the Eengkok Militory Court, and
‘were accused of armed rebellion for separatism, of assembling. forces ond
stocking weapons, and of seting o8 secrod sgonts of a separatist movement.
Lt present, they are deteined ot the Bangkhon Provisional Detention Center.
48 for =s the oight more peorle are concerned, they were relensed on June 8
after being detained for investigation for twe montha.

7 3. 's'de from these eforemontioned cmses, there are seme other politically
notivated cases, in which the accused were ingteed tried in criminal court.
i, For exemple the case of Phra Prachusb Kakai - a famous social development
monk snd abbot of Sidaram Temple, city district of Sakhormokorn. He was
- arrested and disrcbed on October 21, 1980, and charged with communist activities.
However, he was lotor tried for having dlspuised himself as a Buddhist monk

with an aim to deceive tho people. In late 1981, his case was rejected by the
Ccourt,

- Another case on trial is that of Mangkorn Saeng~ngurmseung, 25 years old, who
Was srrested on Lprdl 25, 1980, and charped with illegal possession of firearms,
Tobheries and killing of threo officers, Ca September 3, L980, he was brought

. %o trial befere the court of the Third hrmy irea, ALfter having examined the

|
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testimonies of both ascusation and defence witnesses, the moﬁ& mc.dﬂ..ndmm the
samo to the regional judge for further action. This casc is velicved %o be
connected with semo political issues. Many villagers affirmed thatduring the
allcged incident, M.npgkorn was digging a river and building up & dike with
them et Boan Botheng,Nong Bun Daeng District, Chalyaphom Erovinec. ILater the
rogional judge rojocted this cdse om Juiy 7, 1982,

Udom Srisuwan, the senlormost communist leader to have ever defected to the
government, geve himself up together with about 12 relatives and followers wnder
the ‘govermmont's antl-communist policy Ne. 66/B.E.2523, without conditicn en
September 6, 1982. The reasca for his defection csme from the ideologleal con- !
- fllcts within the paxty's central commdttos which, according to him, had reached !
the 'point of no retwrn’. .

The third case is that of Jeousemy (23) and Isma-~ae Daleng (21), who were
arrested, respectively en Lpril 8 2nd 9, 1982, and nwmumoﬂ with illemal ,commmmm“_.o.u..
of oxplogives, end jolnk killing of ome scldier and ene villager. Thoy were
brought to trial befere the militery court in the southern province oH” Yala.

Udom opposed the way the pro~China wing views Thai socdety as semi-colonial,
- gemi-foudsl, while Udom's facticn believed that the infiuence of Thai capitalists
has already prevailed in tho cowntry. Ho and his supporters in the Nertheast
“made & proposal te the party to adapt it's policies from the pro-China line and
to be more demseratic. But the proposals were recently rejected in the Party's
- Fourth Congress in Murch and Aprdl +hls year, and the pro-Chine wing led by
Viret Angkhathavorn managed to assume comtrol of the party leadership and deminate
the party platform.

The alleped incident took place on Jprdil 4, 1982, at a restourant in wwn.m.oﬁ..u.
distriet of Yala, in which there was an oxplosion and two persons werae killed, .
while many were injured, On April 8, the police arrested qm.uoumnum. a wm.ES.s
haeng University studenmt and a bus tickot boy ; and on Lpril 9 aum police :
also arrested Isme-a¢, Jeouseng's friend., Many eye witness smundnyﬁmn‘ however;
that at the time of the incident these twe accused persons were staying at
heme and were performing their roligicus rites. The two people are on trial,
and detained at the ¥ala provincinl prison. ,

Udem had a high profile as a liaisen cofficial between the OFT and fareign come
minist countries due to his great ability in lamusges and literature, He was
algc respected by leftlat student activista. He wes detained without trial im
1938, after Fleld Marshal Serit Thonarat staged a coup d'a tat, After kis re-
lease in 1965 he went to join the outlawed party. - In 1977 he was elected pre-

531 the cases reported sbove are mostly defended by ome of the Thol prominent
. : . sident of the Jommittee for Coordinating Patriotic ard Democratic Forces.

lawyer, Thongbai Thongpoc. ’

Udem, 62, suffers from acute heart problems and 38 in very bad health.

The government's anti-insurgency policy No 66/B.E.2523 and several military
cperations throughout the country are claimed te have contriduted signdficantly
to the defection and the greatly-reduced number of armed supporters. According
to the Seeretary-General of the Naticnal Security Cowncil, Squadron Leader Prasong
. Sconsiri, the CPT has lost more then hglf its armed sepporters in the last three

yeara. FHebelieves the number i3 betweon 6-7,000 men - less than nalf the 14,000
guerrillas the party beasted of in 1$79.

0o September 28, It. Gon. Proyoon Bummag, Assistant Chief~of-Staff, seid the

government had won the war against the CFT, which was weskened to the point

‘that the party could ne longer use force to seize state power, The government

had, he said, duringhpril-Septesber concenmtrated on weoding out the remments of

the commmist insurgency in-all perts of the country, According to Lt. Gen.

”w@og the army will continue keeping military pressure on the CFP wnbil it 4is
ped out.

-Maj, Gea. Chacvalit Yongeheiyuth, Director of Cperaticns, in the same press

conference said the government was stepping wp its Tpoliticel offensive! at
al] levels. )

* Since June, 1982 operations to suppresa ingurgents were carried owk in almost
. @very region, especially in the Scuth.
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Operation of the Fourth Army in the South have been the most intensive, under
the plan widely lnown as "Pai Rom Yem! or 'Peaceful Seuth'. On June 71, 1982
"Tai Rom Yen 117, a military offensive lawnched by 3,000 government combined
Ltroopers, was mounted to liguidate commmnist jungle baseg in the three southern
provinces of Trang, FPhattalung ond Satun.

Col. Thammarak Issarangkul Nz Ayuddhaya, head of the information department of
the Fourth Army, claimed on June 24 that the gevernment's combined forces had
auccessfully seized all the major communist camps in the three prowvinces, parti-
ceularly those in Phattalung, which had been a major military base of scuthern
comrunist guerillas. The Fourth Army would comtinue to meimtain forces in the
regained areas in tho 3 provinces to facilitate develogment projects designed
to gain political ground. There was no flaree fighting during the operaticn,

as commmist insurgents aveided it, Col. Thammarak said.

Cn July 25, snctker large sealo military offensive was launched as a follow-up
to the'Tai Rem Yen 11', to wipe out the 'remsining cemeranist strongholds in the
South. The operation alsc included areas in Surat Thani, Ranong and Chumphon
provinee,

In the North a three month operation staxting from June 18, was carrded out by
about 1,000 government combined forces to liquidate o major communist stronghold
in Tak province.

Ancther suppression operation known a8 'Chao Pz Operation' was lounched during
Augugt 24=26, by the combined force of the Third Army in the infested areas of
the Phukhat mountain range, where the borders of Phitsanulcke, loel and Phetchaw
bun meet.

In the Esst snothor 2 commumnist camps on the arcas adjeining the border of Prachine

buri and Nakern Aachasima provinces, were elaimed to have been seized at the end
of Mupust by the combined forces of the First and Second Army. According to Army

. sources the operation would be continued until the lnaurgenmts went out of the area..

Lawvers cnn now witness peljece interrogation and fipht apgainst extension of
etenticn b clice

The Senate, on Junc 25, unenimeualy passcd into law twe bills which entitle an
arrested suzpect to have a lawyer of his witness during pelice interrogatien, in
crder to prevent police from assaulting him during gquestioning.

The two bills, which are amendments to the Criminal Cede, also shorten the deben-
tion period for a suspect bofors o court trial from the proscent 84 duys to 48
days.

According to the newly-puassed law, a lowyer 19 not allewed to interfere in the
questioning of 2 suspect by police. He can only be a witncss to make sure thad
the augpeet is not harassed or unfairly treated.

The approved lepisletion will bo presented to His Majesty the King for fimal
endorsement before promalgstion, :
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Doctor stovs giving free medicsal troatment for fear of being 'disoppeared!

Sakon Nokorn
pr.Cheiyent Rattapavijarm, o 45-year-old ophthalmoloegist of Shulalongkorn Hospi-

. tal, after repeated threats on his life allegedly by 'govermment authcritiss'

hes decided to step comtributing monthly free serviee %o a rursl hospital in
Sakon Makorn.

Dr.Chaiyent had worked in Phapa Nikhom district hospital on the last Monday of
cach month since 1978, The district, about 40 kms. from the province capital,
is considered to be a commnist-infested arex.” There were'algo poople from
surrounding provinces who came to receive treatment from him.

He managed to muster enough financial support for his free treatment program
for poor peopls from a few private foundations, including the foundation set up
in memory of Archan Funn, e highly respected Buddhist monk id a nertheastern
province., Yob, government authoritics contimued to Sugpect him of getting the
money from the Commmists to do propagande work. '

He, first, considered the matter as rumours. However, in M 1981, his

whe was not interosted in any polities, disappeared Hm.mdouwowm”_.w Hm Mn umwawwmm“
up under accusation of carrying a lot of commmist propaganda publications
Through his own investigation, he concluded that his nephew had been _&uvmmmm
of by govermment authorities on cherges of belng o Cormunist?,

For fear of such heavy-handed measures against C i .
; S 3 st Commnist 2
to stop his work in the rural area in oamnugw 1981, suspects, he decided

Governmont changes anti-red strategy

A nev anti-insurgeney strategy wes isaued in order No 65/B.E.252

-5,.2525 on Mey 17, b
the Prime Minister. The now strategy puts more oaﬁﬁmwm\wn political dwg mm.wm..
tary operations and on rapid development of demoeracy in the country as a mean
to gain victory over commmist inmswrgenmta, The order calls for the improvement
of soeial and living conditions of the people in crder to promete a firm founda-

tion for demoeracy in the country. Tt alse ea
eonsies oepnoracy "2 ¢ called for .p purgs of corrupt and

Ineluded to the new anti-ingur i
- gency strategy is the deatructi £ a
dictatorship among influential, officinls. cuion of &l fom of

The new strategy would shift the focus of military operation from the Jungles

. and the hills to the lowland and urban areas.

1

Norasingh Foreo!

G 4 special army deployment battalion which ean be mobilized to any trouble spoy

m.ngmoocb.wu.m.p«muoﬁnoﬂom smucoonm
. ermed and is officdallyknown os '
Deployment Battalicn at Pozce Time! or 'Nerasingh Force!, e ¢ apid

The unit, which bas no fixed quarters, is ful

uipped wi 3
to deal with all kinds of unrest and with ar o eduiRped uith “ospons nocccssary

wowred vehicles and rapid moving units,
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It comprises. 153 personnel solected from varions military units and can handle

a wide raage of bough militery operatiens.

The task force is responsible for areas covering Bangkok and 5 surrounding pro-

vinces. It also specializes in sebotnge and psychological work.

Amidst the call from labeurers and- labour unicns for o minimm wage adjuotment

from 61.to 83 beht due 3o the high cost of living, the {tri-partite Natiomal zmmm.

Committee decided in a meeting on September & to freeze the minimm wage until
Jamary next year,

However, after o demcnstration and petition by the workers on Sepbember 22, the

Noticnal Wege Committes reacked o compromise agreement to increase the minlmum
daily wege for unskilled werkers in Bangkek and 8 other big provinces from 61
baht te baht a8 of October 71, But tho rates were frozem at 61 baht for
Chiengmai, Nakorn Rachasimn, Sereburi and Chonburd and 52 baht for the rest,

In the meantime the National Statistics 'Gffice found in 2 survoey in August this .

year that as many as 32% 6f the workers in Bangkok, Samxt Prakern, Nomthaburi
ond Pathumthanl are getting less then 55 beht 2 day.

It shows that only 59% of unskilled workers eoarn the 61 baht minimum wage.

Social Demgerstic Party committes member ahob dead

Khon Kaem

"Haen Sarn" editor and Soclal Democratic Party committes member, Pralaryphet
Nasomjai, was shot dezd at his house in Muang Distriet, Khon Xsen provinee,
while he wos discussing with hia friends at the Party's first congress at

8:30 a.n. on July 3, 1982, The motive for his killing wes believed tc come from-

his articles in his newspaper cppesing many corrupt projects of influential
pecple in the provinee, He bhad also attacked the behavier of one of these
infinential perscns in his newspaper before his death.

te

Ex-ranper sentenc ath

Chantaburl
4 former militery-trained renger, Sing Nakarat, was sentenced to death on July

13, 1982 by the Chantaburi Provineisl Court, whick found him gwilty of robbing

and murdering a woman end her son on Februarys, 1982.

ubmo».wu.umonogﬁnomﬁmmmbdmunomao”rww.oguwmauaondmﬁanodgudowo
years in jail. : .

- vince stated that one of her

- together with all her relabives when sho camg t

. 1982 fer their alleged involvement in mar
 Petchabun provinca,

Police claimed that the suspects

- The four persons! wives - all are teachers aired the
- representative of that province,
. drector of tho Pelice Department om Septenber?, 1982.

The four were idontified as Mr.

oof hugust 18,

MISUSE (F COVERNMENT POWER

Sakon NHzkeorn

. <
Qo fuly 1, Mr. Sud Srinonetr of Bang Thon village, Fhen Sung Sub—district,
m.wcmbmlugu District, Sckon Nakorn province came to the Parliament in Bangkok
and aired bis grisvences that in October 1981 he way arrested by the district
ow&.omum owm&umb Chamrak, end was charged with béing a cormmnist sympathizer end
possossing an illegel M. 16 rifle, EHe was alse threatened in several ways, includ-
ing killing by o digging tocl. After 2 hours of torture ke was brought to be

. imprisoned and sent for "reweducation" in the provineisl "God Merey Cemter™ fow

14 days before being released, He wes threatened to be d31led if he told of the

incidents, ’

In ancther ctse Mrs, Mupun Mingmitrwon of Sawang-Dandin district of the same pro=
younger brothers was colied to meet the same district

officer on May 19, 1981 and then disappeared., She was threatened to be killed

¢ investigate the blem.
(Metuphon 9/7/1982, Matichon 8/7/1082, Nation 10,7/1689) © previon

civijians

. Pedchabun

Three suspects, ineluding 2 police ataff sergeant, were arrested on September 11,
doz of 4 residemts of Neng Fhai District

: belenged to a seven-mombor geng. The srrested
were idemtified ag Pol. Staff Sgt. Samruey Nekhluabthong, 33, Prasit Chadyong, 32,
and Somporn Fusngpan, 36. Another Pol. Gorperal attached to Lom Sak police atetion

© vas alse ordered to be arrested,

The suspects were held on charped of Hbqowqmamh.pd in the v :
e murder of 4 perscns whose -
dead bodies were found cn & romdside in Bueng Samphen Distriet on .pﬁMMm& 26.

The four men wera all cruclly shob at the back
forchesds . ¥ ck part of the skwll through their

ir grievance to an MP,the
who brought them and their relatives o meat the

Samnrn xmammgmvuﬂ 27, a morchant of Bang Phai
dstrict, Mr, Somchart Mankongdee, 26, o .apua....aﬂu.qom omuzoum‘wuhw Uu..u.w.&.n&m

Mro Pramote Maengpetckh, 36, a werker in 2 car shop of Nong Fhai District, and

- Mr. Wonchsi Srithong, 32, a photograph shop owner of Neng Fhai Distriet.

(Padly Fews 12/9/1982, Bengkck Post 13/9/1582)

Kldnap case suspect dies in jail

Nonthaburt
L suspect in the

Iidna K
Lid, hangad he pping of Kevit Jirachanond, manager of Erawan Concrete e,

mself with & T-shirt in o Paklored pelice stetion eell on tho night
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ACTIVITIES OF CGRS

Lmphod Maenkhlad wos ono of the throe men arrested for the kidnap of Kevit on

bogust 13 for 3 million beht ransom. His parents aceused the police of driving
him irte commltting suicide. His father, Porn, said there were brutsss all aver:
his body, especizlly on his back. He w2a also beaten up while he still hed his
handeuffs en in the police investigation room, his father reealled Amphai telling:
him., There were also scars as a result of cloctric shocks under his chim and als
various parts of his body.  (Bengkok Post 20/8/1982, Nation 28/8/1982) T

o Cocrdlnating Group for Roligion in Soclety (CGRS) is composed of laymen, priest
Mwm young ﬂnﬁwﬂ%mdm m.woﬂ the Buddhist , the Cotholic and the Protestant relipions,
. whe shore 2 commen bolief im nenviclence, and feel that religion and apiritual
value have o central role to play in davelopmont of Thed socisty, CGRS was
. founded early in 1976 but hns become actively involved in human rirhts ..wm.bcm the
Dctober 6, 1976 coup d'etat. For over five years CORS has carried out its
activities. openly, inspite of repressive govermment and Martial Law. During this
period the activitles of OGRS has expanded comsiderably from merely helping
pelitical priscners and their families and cthers suffering from conflict in the
soclety, to exposing misuse of government power and campaigning fer its victims,
for the releaso of all political priscnors and for abolishment of unjust laws;
helping form other groups prepered to struggle for justice and human rights;
supporting indigencus riral development groups and coordianting religious
orgenizations. -

! Bangkok - N

& young student, Pairej Praphamspirat, hod his left arm eut by broken glnss from'
the windshield and his sedon seversly domoged by o hail of gunshots fired by ’
two soldlers who abttompted to stop him from eseaping a check-point in Yanaws
vicinity on the late night of August 18, .

Pairoj explained that he drove the car away from the check-point because he
was afraid of being arrested for not having 2 driving licemce. Two soldiers
who were standing on guard in the area immedintely ordered him to stop but the
young man reversed his car in an attempt %o escape, police said.

- ALl the mﬁ.ou&.m of CGRS are directed at tackling the injusticc and oppression

©.that exist in society using religious principles and nonviclence- as ‘the besic

method. In all these activitics CGHS hopes to play a catalytic and coordination
b ather than doing everything dircctly itself,

The police said furthor that tho soldiers, after firing 2 shots imbo the siy function rather olng everytuing o

with their M-16 rifles without result, then fircd 3 more shots, 2 at tho fromt e

of bls car and another wadch hit the windshicld. : | hotivitios of CGRS during July-September 1982

s mother complained that the soldicrs over-reacted, but they were defended I, Humen rights activities

by high ranling officials. . 2

{Nation 20/8/1982)

Providing logal aid

In the past threc months two cascs for which CORS has provided legal aid
were finmished. They arc the Mangkorn Saen-nganseung case and thoe Bangkok
Fishing Net workers caso,

Soret Thani . :
Two villagers of Praseng Sub-district, Thachana District, mamely Chom Nilthe-
cherd and Pua Rrksaprem, complained to the Minister of the Intarior on
Soptember 17, that their two sens, Surin Filthaochand and Oad Eaksapram, werse

The Menplorn Sacng-ngarmscung Case

killed by policemen on. inspcction duty with HE

rifles while they woro driving
kome from their rubber planmtation on lugust 4.

Mangkorn Saong-ngarmocung, 24, a villager of Ban-Bo Theng, Nong Bua Deeng
District, Chaiyaphor - Provinee was srrested on hpril 25, 1980 on charges of
pozseseing an illogal wer weapon and killing 3 officers on duty, namely
Lance~-Corporal Soureng Sangkho-koman, Lance-Cerporsl Sowal Jacwjanthevk and
Viliage Defonce Voluntecor {(VDV) Soaum Yod-rungrueng en April 11, 1980.

Tha two corporals died on the spot and VDV Soun died four days after the
ineident 4n the hospital.

The ineidont wes believed to hove begun vher the policemon 1it thelr faces
with & spotlight and received furious words from them, It was believed that
they were shot to death.in Chaiys District and wero brought to Thachana
District in order to disguise the case. .

Pol. Captain Prachuab Totina, Supprossion Inspector of Maang District, Pol,Pvt
Sewlhed Thepwimol, PoluPvti Chamlong Malitong and other policemen wers’
identified as the murderers, . -

(Thed Rath 17/8/1982,Matichon 18/8/1982)

Beekground

" 0o the day of the ineident, Mangkorn helped construct o small dam in his
village with his 60-70 ncighbours until 18,00 p.m. and went to have dinner
vith the village head, His neighbours could confirm his presence with thom,
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O Lpril 24, 1980 ho went with hls 7 relatives to his parents! village - Ban
Bammetsuwan~ Yo celabrate enc of his younger sisters? marriage, and ot the wy
back to Ban Bo Thong they were arrested by a group of police ot Ban Hug Na
¥ham in the afterncon of ipril 25. They were breught to Wat Hua Ma Kham and
Mangkorn was threatened to accept guilt for the kiilimp of the threoo officcrs
on Lpril 11, 1980. But ko refused and was severely beaten on his face, his
Jaws and wms alse klcked in his stomach,

_H_Wmmon_.woﬁbmaouﬁamugouuwmﬁbmdoponﬂu«ﬁg agummm?smcmmuawdﬁolng.
Nong Bua Daeng police station ond his case was broucht %o court on oy 23 ”
whon ko pleaded mot ghilty. His seven relstives were somt to be roednented

in "God Mercy Qenter® in Sakern Nekorn Frovines for more than ten davs and
were roleased.

On July 7, 1982 his case was scquitbed and ho was released, since tho evidence -
was shown by the defandants' lawyer to be insubstantin) and the witnosses'
statements were confused aAnd sometime comtradicted cach othor.

In this case 13 committoe members of the Bangkok Fishing Net lobour union
were charged with causing dumnge to the company, which tried te fire them.
The canse of this case eame from a dispute over working conditions between
the labour umien ond the employers, which onded iz a compromise that dicsa-
tisfied the employer. Then on fugust 30, 1681 the employers ¢losed the
factory, let go 138 workers and told the rest they would have to reapply for
work. Being against the law, the faetory closure wns protested by the workers
and nogotiations between the workers and cmployera arded with the re~opening
of the factory. ' However, in November 1981 the employers charged the 13
comnlttee membera of the company labour union with abstructing the company's
work and thus causing tho company-damage and sued for the »ight to fire them.
0o July 9, 1982 tho Comtrnl ILabour Court docided that three vorkers weuld

bave to boe fired but one weunld recelve compensation and other 10 wonld be
taken back %o work,

Botition for invostigntion of assault coses

On Auguat 27 CORS with Lawyers® Association of Thailand, the Unicn for Civil
Idberty and the Committes for Justice and Pence in Thallend, submittod a
petiticn to Interier Mimister calling for an investigation into cases in

whick eriminml suspects wore sald o hove committed suicide while wader -
police custady.

The letter soid officisls on duty showld be held respensible whon a suspect
conmitted suicide undor pelice custody and cited as an exommle tho suioide
in a Park Kred police cell of = suspect arrcsted in comneetion with & racent
kdnapping case. (Sce more details in page 171 )

The petition also sought nn investigation into the arbitrary use of war
woapons by officials on duby and cited o recent incident in vhich the car of
o student wns shot a% by seldiors armed with M-16 rifles when the driver
tried to aveid o check-point, (3eo more details in page 12 )

On Soptember 7, CCGRS togebher with thrce humen rights groups, mamely the Union
for Civil Liberty, Regionmal Council for Human Rb fhts in lsis and the Committeo
for Justice and Peace in Thailand submitted a petition to the Malaysian Embaasy,
appealing to cbolish copital punishment under the country's tough internal
sccurity lowa. Tho petition stated that tho groups" deeply regret this curel
disregard for basic human rights in this region,” and felt disturbed by
several cases where the " death penalty has been handed down, although there
vere divergencies in evidence or questions of fact wiiek could not but lead

to serious doubt comcerning the charges in tho mind of fair minded obgservers. "

The groups urged the Maleysion Covermment to atop further hanging, and retwmn
to a system of falr trisl by civil cowrts with the normal rights of defence
and protection recognized as the rights of persens charged with erimes,

The move for the abolition of capital punishment in Malaysia was spearheaded
by a student federation calloed YFUEMSSO", and many other human rights proups
are also conducting similar compalgns. .

II Rurel dovelooment activities

Hnu.omooowwggdoup?bau&mwum. nmbuﬂmnwomﬁnvowdpwuomn?ovan.m.ﬂ.qa
in & village in poverty.stricken Chaiyaphom Frovince. The outotending -
character of this is the interprotation of o popular Buddhist ceremony -
Thod Pha Pa - in the rural developmont context. Traditionally, sfter lent,
pecple wlll eollectively give menks robes, necessary commedities and money
witlch nowadays is normnlly spent for Lwauricus material purpeses such as
building o new temple hell. With the new interpretation, the "Thed Fhn Pan
ceremcny organized by CCRS end 5 other orginizations received a lot of
interost. end support from the publie, which comtributed a large ameunt of
rice a8 well as money to support the rice co-operative,

Beelizing the great influence of the Thod Tha Fo ceremony and the noecessity
of intreduelng a mew social context to such o popular ceremony, CORS is
colloborating with § voluntary organizaticns to lawneh & Thed Fha Pa ceremony
&t a temple in Nokorn Ratchosime in December this year,

Funds roised in this campaign whick started in Scptember, will be chanmelled
to 19 villages which are now initiating 7 different projecta to corbat the
leck of four necossitics - rice, water, medicine and lmowledge- in their *
villeges, . This campaign will be nounted on o large scale than that in 1980,
vith the expectetion that not only funds but alse veonle's awarencss of

rural problems will be reised. .

Thod Pha Pa will be accompoanied by a "Week for the Couwatryside" where music,
drams, snd exhibitions will be performed mnd secend hand commoditics will

be 50ld at cheap price. Thia will take place from Novembeor 19-21,
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III Child labour activities

CORS  is concerned abeut the situation of child labour, mumber of whick fg =

growing considerably. In 1978, 44% of children agad 11-14, which is

schooling age, were employed im varicus scctors due to vovarty and drought -
in rural oreas, 200,000 of them migrated to Bangkok and worked in factordies.

many of which were so celled "slaveM foctories bocouse of their bad and
inkuman condition that moke children suffer severely, In 1978 there wns
& case that two children died while ancther three were erippled after -
working for tkree months, Last yeor CGRS, i» .ollaboretion with soven
othe organizations, eastablished the Cemter of Concern for Child Labour
in an attempt to tackle this problem,

Realizing the impertant role of private job placemont , CCCL ia planning
to hold & smeminar on "Private Job Placemont in Relation to tha Child
Lebour Preblem in Thailand® on the coming National Childron's Day in
Joowary next year. The participants In the seminr will eonsist of
representatives frem tho Government's Inbour and Sociel We
NGO representatives, lawyers and Members of Parliaments,

In July CCCL made o general Survey in Buriram - & provinee where a huge
mumber of child workers in Brngkok came from - to collect informetion :
abeut ehildren who disappesred after getting jobs in factories. Lftor the
survey, threo villagers where many children wer
were selected for more iz depth study.

In June-hugust CCCL sent four child workers who hed escaped from their
coployers' house or factory back to their home-towms. In Jugust CCOL
also organized two recreation trips for 40 children from two Bangkok

factories which preduce balloons and candy. The trip is & part of an

edueaticnal programme niming to promote physical and mental devolopment
of child werkers. So farmany facterios heve oxpressed their interest
end willingnoas to co-cperat

o with CCCL in starting the programme in
thoir factories. Freer
IV Sl activities . .

The number of sguattors in Bangkok is incresing rapidly dus o pural
poverty. Il is estimated that at least 750,000 pecple live in approxi-
mately 400 slums in Bangkok. Thesc peeple ore faced wibh varisws

preblems such as bad Lliving conditions, lack of education, poverty,
wiemployment, narcotic drugs, cte. In addition they alsc face the econstant
threat of oviction. In spite of tuis » however, alums sre growing rapidly
in siz¢ and number , snd have Become & .uﬁmmoowu..._.nno,cwma.‘

There is an urgent need to solve sium problems.

would help reduce or solve the problem is for the
why thoy ore in sueh a situation, for them to see
to the political and ceonomic strusturcs
see that they all have the
to develop their cominity.

One important faoctor that
3lum people to understand
how their problems relste
of the soclety, and for them to
power to change their lives for the better and

1fare Departments,. .

e found to have disappeared

T

There are four slums CGRS are now dealing with, They are Rama IV, lard Buwe
Keo, Wot Kae, and Sol Pavana commumities. As for Lard Bua Kac commml by,
after a meeting in June betweon tho four partics comerrnod in the dispute
failed to reach any agreement, CGRS together with the community leaders

and the slum dwellers discussed the preblem and decidpd to ecall on General
"Arthit Kamlang-ek, tho then divector of the Peace Keeping Force in Bangkok,
%o bold a talk with the land ownor- the Mohasin Company- to settle the

larnd problem. Ia the bogiming of Jugust the company consented to sell

tho land of tuo rai (0.8 acre) for 1.6 M baht o Natiemel Housing luthority,
which divided the lend into 65 units, including 2 units for a commnity
activity cember. In addition the temple smve ancther 10 units of iand to
the slum dwellers. Howover, these 73 wnits are not enough for 120 slum
families, 'Pherefore, o triwpartic committee comprising representatives from
Bengkok Metropoliten Ldministretion, the Peace Keoping Force and the
National Housing Luthority, conducted ancther survey and divided the land
omong qualified families, who have to pay in installmenmts for the lond and
the reclamation, According tc tho agrocmont the land is provided for 3
categorien of famllies, namely families whe settled on the land befora the
big fire of 1978, familics who possos evidence of being the heme cwners,

and the poor surrounding the commnity (1f any units of land are left),
Tharks to these mcasures 73 families hed already returncd to their
commnity by the end of September.

Micro medin activities

.

The objectives of the mitro media work of OGRS is to spread kncwledge,
scimnce, information znd understanding in different flclds to the people
in order to bring about understanding of basic problems and the wy to
the solutions; to cxchange ideas, mews, ond information of the wey of 1ifo
and cultures botween cltics and rural areas; to improve the standard of
living in rural arces wiile maintaining the good traditien and enlture;
and to coapercte with concerned organizations and interested groups in
designing various forms of moss commumications In order thnt the poor in
rursl arens arc betior sorved.

During July-September micre media activities were carried out ns follows:

~ proparing slide sets on "Co-operetivos" and "hod Ruol Problems''

- producing o poster on "Proper Usc of Imsecticide™ to introduce proper
methods of using insecticide, ineludine preventior and rectifieation.
Thousands of coples of this poster were distributed to villages in many
parts of the country where insceticide is widely used with inzdequatoe
knewledge.

- coaducting itinerant theatre in 7 villages in the provinces of Surin,
Buriram, ¥aon Kaen and Nakorn Ratchasimg during 14-30 July. Issuca
related to villagers' daily ldves werc the themes of performences, after .

. which discussion of the topie vere held ameng the audiences,

I
!
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It should be noted that after two years of intensive activitea, the miero

media scetion, widely known as Mhkamponm Troop™, wns offic

1ally re
government agencies. On September 11, és.wn.aWom Troop" was pﬁnmowomnwwmwo
42 a prominent group promoting people's media for grassroot poople by
the Nationel Youth Bureaw ef the Offico of the Prime Eﬁmgw.

by

. MESSAGES J\ND SERVICES

Justize and Pence Commission - Thailand

Thai society ic not different from other soeleties in which there ud“E...H,. are
axploftation, injustice and violence agalnat people of different opinions,
This is menifest in general phenomena today. .

The Bishops' Conference of Thalland was well aware of this problem, and
paesed a resclutlen asking for the establishment of a Justice and Peace
Commission of Thailond. On behalf of the Bishops' Conference of Thailarnd,
Bishop Bunluen Mansap sppointed scholars and personalities of variocus eircles,
knowr for their rele in prometing soclal justice, members of the Justice and
Pence Comnission of Thailand on February 17, 1977.

Chisehives

1. To promote roligious porsons' conseiousneas of and their interest in
problems of injustice and vlolaticres of humen rights;

2. To study and anslyze thorcughly the causes of injustice;

3. To dizoeminate data and results of these studles by various means, ameng
people or proups concerned and to the public either Thai or internaticnal;
end :

4. To cooperate and coordinate its activitles; either -directly or indirectly,
with a view to finding a peaceful seluticon to those problems.

Acbivitiea

L. Anslyses, in form of case studies, of canses of social injustice;

2. Semlznras on the results of such case stvdles;

3. Educetion by means of panel discussions, exhibitions and publications;

Lo Goopcrat’on with other Thai and foreign agencies shering the same objectives.

5, Serviecs in certeia audio-visual forms to fulfil the afore-momtioned

chjectives.

- Recent Activities

1. Cacc Shudica -~ The Impact of Multinationsls: The Case of Dole-Thei Company.
The Thai ruling class of different pericds has appealed for foreign
investnenss in Thalland, has propeosed all promotional privileges to
potontial invastors and has expected only good things. However, Justice
and Peace Cermisaicn of Thailand saw certaln adverse effects of foreign
investmenty and collaberated with Ressarch Grouwp 79 in studying the impact
of multinationals through a enge study on the Dole-Thal Company. The Commission

finally diccovered cortain facts contrary to the belief of the Thel ruling
 Glage,

- Women's Labour

The present economic situation results in involving a large number of women
in gocial affeirs, notably in urging them to work outdcors Lo earn a better
family iscome. Femsle labour has become one of human rescurces in the
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Ilabouwr process. However various seeial values still impede the dovelopment
of femsle labour. Famale workers are facing various forms of injustice,

- Problems of Iabour Migration to Bangkcok

Succesaive failures of the state agricvltural development policies result
in urging rural pecple to migrate to Bangkok and te sell their labour to -
survive. The mumber of migrating workers incremses steadily. A cagse study
centers upon problems thoss workers are facing ard services they need while
lacking for a job, 2bc. The objective of the study i3 to collect data with
a view te finding ways and means to help these workers.

- Impact of the Year of Teurism (1580) on poovle's income, the social
situation and culture in the provinces of Chiengmai, Chonburi, Bangkok
Phuket and Songkhla,

Although the Thai Government, like those of other developing ceuntries,

asserts that development of tourist industries leads to & redistributicn of

ingeme to rural aress or is beneficial to the Tha!l ¢conomy as a whole, the
reaulte of a case study prove that they ceuse other adverse effects of which
the government should think and urgently find mesasuros to provent or eliminate.

2. Seminsrs ’
=~ Oz the Impact of Multimationals: The case of Dole~Thei Company.
- On Women's Workers: Problems and Solutions.
= On Iabour Migration to Banpkok.

3. Education
- Exhibitions and penel discussions on such important days or ocecasions
as World Day of Peace, Intornationsl Women's Day and Human Rirhta Day.
- Thai language quarterly, "FEUTEAI® (Liberntor) handbooks and English
language newslettors.

Address 5407/2 Prachascogiaroh Rd, Bangkek 10310 Thailend




