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no...Bmm that thelr activitles were not
§ jegal and were urndertaken on the
wg. Aside from this threat agalnst
rudents, they widely distributed

ne

The revival of political extreme- . geber of leaflets produced by an
rightism made fuself felt with the an- : . muoam. ﬁmo Hmpmwmnm ww.wmwu at
shing the ge of some academies

pual military zreshufile last Octobex, unnwnmoﬂmm lawyers viewed as "leftist"

when Army Comnander-in-Chief  Gem.
Arthit Kamlang-ek concurrently became
the Superme Commander. of the = Thai
Armed Forces. With his wmilitary col-
leagues and confidents already octupy-
ing major commanding posts in the Army,
the new Supreme Commander has since
his promotion become the most important artwent so far as to discredit CGRS
military figure of Thailand today, and p : PLUCL as " Soviet henchmen ". Accor-
of the passing decade (1973-1983) with : : jing. to a Thai lamguage weekly, some
in which the military establishment has anwvoa Mintstry high - ranking offd-
still played a dominant n.owm. in  Thai i Pu were behind this leaflet.
polities.

other leaflet under signed by "The
3 People",attacked the Coordinating
up: for. Religlon in Society (CGRS)

gndon for Civil Liberties (UCL) as
oups detrimental to the matiem, en-
angexing, the monarchy and as cover
snizations of the CPT. The ending

Also noteworthy is the nomination

: Mr..Chomnan Photthana to the post of
pirector of the Labour Department. He

ransferred from the governarship

the Khonkaen Province, and was well-
jmowa for his extreme~right stand.last
for example, he ordered an armed
ice force to favade the Khonkaem
¢ampus to break up the student strike
sgainst the University administration.
He dlso mobilized thousands of people
nto. the heart of the city district to

On October 2, 1983, two days
after taking his new ofiice, Gen.
Arthit announced to the public the
necessity of an urgent mobilization of
all anti-~communist mass-based orgamiza
tions, with a view to countering com=
munist infiltrations both in rural and
urban areas which characterizes, Gen
Arthit argued, the new strategy of the )
Communist Party of Thailand (CPL) te :
operate more and more in the lowlands dents and people in Bangkek who fought |
and the cities. This statement was for the restoration of democratic

later responded to and rveaffirmed by rights, led to the downfall of the guater the student mnnwwﬁﬁw.mnsbwnm.
the newly promoted Special - Police called, "Tyrammical Trio". Pol. ese Hnnwnmwnmwm“_.aomnu culminated  in
Branch Chief, Ped. Maj. Gen. Kasem Gen. Kasem's statement, upcoutrollable crisis.
Szengmitr, who stated that a oumber should be viewed also as directly cris Taking into account the .munn that
of the CPT Central Commirtee and party cical of the plan to commemorate -
members had been carrying out their ae- Getober 14 events - Channan had mot been known as ac
.. ‘ - Ive: in lakour affalrs, his romination
tivities in Bangkok and neighbouring o he directorship of the Labour De-
provinces. According to him, their im- Suspicion of and stromg reactios irrment could be seen as an attempt
portant target groups are workers,uni- to the activiries undertaken by unlv ‘prevent workers'demasds likely to
versity students, democratic - minded sity students, democratic - minded provoked by the worsening and in~
people and orgamizattoms -~ of which people and crgamizations, exposed: treasingly temse labour situstiom. Ia
they will make use, by their infiltra- selves in the incident on Cctober: tober, soon after taking his new
tien, tocreate a f£ighting current for, this year,when a group of 12 pelicel 08T, Mr _Chomnan announced to the press
and raise the bamer of,social justice intruded into the Ramkamhaeng Unlv “he asreed to the idea of placim
o : sity and demanded from a group of e & P g
and democracy. This declaration was cy €:'state enterprises out of the pro-
made when university students, acade= dents a. list of organizers of the:'R fion of the labour laws — a still
wics, labour unions and other domo- member 14 October"exhibitiom,but tol uecessful pollicy pursued uninter
craticeminded groups were plaoming in avail. They also asked the studen fupredly by scme high level officials
full swing the grand 10th anniversary who supervised the exhibition to fol. i poliricians since the time of Na-
of the October 14,1973 events = during them to the pelice station. Again HH ténal Adminfstrative Reform Council
whi~h 2n uprising of undvewsity stu- - students refused to comply on . 197621977) . Mr. Chomnan justificd his

2 .

stand by asserting later that "because
of the particular pature of the state
enterprises,that is : the employer and
the arbiter are oune and the same person
- the Govermment, they cannot be co-
vered by the existing labour laws". If
such a change occurred, &t would be
tantamount to dividing the labour move
ment. At present,state emterprise trade
unions play a mest active role in lead-
ing the labour movement and in support-
_ing the struggle of the still feeble
private sector txade unions. ILf such
a poldcy were executed, it would amount
to the virtual disseolution of all state
enterprise labour unions. . Even though
these unions were allowed to transform
themgelves inte clubs,tfor example,they
would not be able,by definition,to de-
fend thelr interests nor have their de-
mands met since they would lack bhar—
gaining power.

Such a move provoked a widespread
reaction from all state enterprise la—
bour unions which requested the govern-
ment to xeconsider the issue on Novem.
ber 8,1983. Despite a denial In-the
same month by the government of any in-
tention to execute such a policy, the
idea itself i1s most likely to linger
on since the state enterprise labour
unfons' leading role In the workexrs'
movement is still considered by che eme
ployers and even by the government as
a Damocles' sword suspended over their
head.
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The economic pressure oo workex's
1iving conditions has not eased follow
ing an increase in minimum daily wage
in Qctober this year. Thids is he—
cause the increase was Loo slight in-
proportlon to be effective. For Bang-
kok, eight neihgbouring provinces as
well as some southexn provinces where
the living cost Is high, the minjmum
wage was merely increased from 64 to

66 baht; for 4 more big provinces from
61 to 64 baht; and for the rest from
52 to 56 boht. On the average, the
minfmum wage was increased by 3% whereas
the living cost increased by 6%.

Apart from the wage pressure, wany
companies harassed and resorted to
laying off a number of workers. ToT
example, at the Lekphatrana (Steel De~
velopment, Factory) iz the coursé of
the negoclation with the management
Mr. Sa-nguan Rattanavieng, who led 200
cmployces {(that had been working on a
temporary basis for =6 years) to de-
mand a permanent status, was arrested

_on July 17,1983 on charge of posses-—
aion of herein - a svrprising charge
indeed since Mr. $a — nguan was never
known to be even 2 cigaxette - smoker.
Following his arrest, the workexs con-—
cerned were laid off by the management
which stated that those affected could
apply anew for their job - which meant
that the management would reserve the

right to accept or to reject thelr re=
integration, One month later, the Joha
son and Johmsen Company laid off 50 em—
ployees, followlng which all cmployees
went on strike. Finmally, the labour

4

_poxes for precious stomes, Crum-—
ir killed and injured a large
employees and censtructiom
xers. It was reported that 29 per-
g were killed, 46 injured and 44
sore burled under the ruins. The tra-
dy.. came about when three more SLoreys
" pelng comstructed on the top of
.o 01d one — stoTey building. The com
wn%.amabmﬁu@n.n had engaged a sub -
atractor for this construction work
thout prior approval of elther the
gapstruction Work or the Tmdustrial
iterics Departments. Simce the build
ng-and its base were constructed with
quality materisls anéd the areas
Tlow = lylng land thus it could not
tain any additicnal weight. While
the: high ranking government ofEicials
sacerned accuse the owner of the fac-
F of violating Che construction work
Tswi- the law itself and its imple-
pentation were ralsed; how. could the
ouner. of the factory order to add moxe
storeys without any imterzuption from
vy industrial work imspector ? Is it
,sible that because the factory lies
outside the municipal area It couid
t be inspected ?

state the laid—off workers.

Moreover, Cthe cmployers often:
to avoid paying workers the welfar
cost The method most resorted t
sub=congract. A sub-contractor 15" com
missioned to employ,through one .oﬂ,gmr
Job placement companies 2 numbex:
temporary workers to work = mestly:
a six-month perfod = for the factoxd
This method is effective in severd
direct link between the factory ownersi
and the workers, the latter belog -
pendent upon the sub-contractox th
cannot claim from the former any
fare allowance or any compensd
fund - from which, accerding to the:
bour laws, only regular, and not Templ
porary, employces can benefir. T fire caused by sn accident at
"Sahophanlekthai” (Thai Steel Unle alght time of November 26,1983. There
Company, Phra Pradaeng District, Sm soportedly was mo fire fighting n.p&.v..
prakarn Province (adjacent to Bangko! ent. whatever at the factory.
among others, #s known to have prag .
ticed this methed sinec February; th
year, Lo protest agalnst which,:
August 2,1983, its 300 workers went
strike. ’ ’

©In another case seven workers of

Thai Siamheng Company, & parquet
actory, in the city dlstrict of Smut-
srakarn Province, were burned to death

In - the highly tragic case of the

{an "Glong Pej” Company, in which 12
emloyees were killed gnd 41 injured,

whick shocked the publife, the Com=
ation Fund avthoritles of the La-
our: Department promptly intervened to
15t the needy by providing medical
Eifenses, cremation and compensation
funds,” An avexage sum of over - 1,000
Bahtiper month for the duration of 60
nths. was paid te, those affected.

Mls sum is slightly over that of . 1,000
guaranteed by law. Somehow in
1i3: case the workers got assisted more
4 Bbystanders and 6 construction

In additiom to threats, unjust.
tices about wage system, Thal wor
have been risking thelr own lives d
to lack of sccurity measures, negl
gence and selfishness on the par
their- employers. A tragic exampl
an incident om November 19, this-ye
{n wkich the building. of the AS
"Glong Pej" (Diomond Box) Company;
situated in Lamluga District, Prath
thani Provimce, which produces decqtd

workers whto were kilied im the Incident.
The problem was that the employer,l.e.
the subcontractor, of these comstruc-
tion workers, was mot a juridical pex-
son and his employees could mot be pre
tected under the regulatioms of the
Compensation Fund which deals only
with an enterprise with 2 minfmum oum-
ber of 20 employees. The relatlves of
the dead workers were thus given only
a small amount of asgsistance by
some  govertment agencies concerned,

Aoy further claim,mostlikely to be e~
jected by the Company management since
the subcontractor was also crushed to
death, must be ruled by the court. How
ever, these poor people could not af-
ford to entangle themselves In any ex—
pensive lawsuit .In the case of Thail
Siamheng Company workexs, since the
Company was not a meuber of the Compen
sation Fund, their relatives must make
a directveiaim to the management which
could easily argue that the fire broke
out after  the office hours and that,
therefore, no claim for any compensa~
rion could be made.

Considering the prevailing working
conditions and the "mew" thinking of
the new Director of the Laboux Depart-
ment, who has the tendency to " put
aside " the problems rafded by Crhose
who strive for justilce, one can hardly
sée how the workers' living conditions
carp improve. At the same time, the
press which funections as public ears
and eyes has comnstantly been confroated
with & formidable. pressure not. te Te-
port some facts embarrassing the ruling

cirvele and influential people. The

Natlonal Admimistrative Reform Coun-
cil's Order ne 42 (1976) and the 1941
Press Law have been continvously used
to threaten freedom of the press. Des=-
plte mumerous attempts to prepose 4
mew bill to replace that Order no 42
and the Press Law of 1941, as was, re-
ported In the last issue of HRTR, the
government has caken no time €O consi-
der that bill and has never submitted

it to the Parliament for consideracion.
Tn the mesnwhile, the Ministry of Tz~
terior submitted its own bill to the

Gabinet which approved it in prineci-
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ple. It was stated that this bill
would replace the existing, cutmoded
a0d unjust press laws. In paint of
fact, more restrictive clauses have
heen inecluded in the new bill. Anyhow,

the fact that the Thal language news
analysis weekly "Thailand” was ordered
to be closed down is highly revezling
as to the attitude of the regime
vis-i-vis freedom of the . press. The
weekly magazine had published axcicles
highly eritical of the way in which the
Army was dealing with lts own affadrs

such as the use of the secret fund, an
pual milftary promotions and transfers
Such ig the fate of a newspaper which
simply performed its duty. For re-
porters who reveal the misdecds of go~
vernmeant ‘officials and influential ,

groups, at times they Tun the risk of
their own lives. The case of three te-
porters killed for their daring reports

since last July was slmeady reported
elsevhere. (See News £rom Thalland)

Tox the poor people in many Bangkok
aveas who have had some difficulty in
seeking iobs, when at leng last they
decided to earn thefr living as haw=
xers  they have experfenced a certals
pigterness of belng chased out of the
streets, arrested and fined. Recently
some of them have even been beatea up
by the pollce and have been on trial.
The conflict has been persistent forx
years between the police and the haw-
kers - who use Bangkok footpaths to
put thedx  goeds om gale, A specilal
wiit called "Municipal Police” was set
up by the asuthorities to fhunt for and
arrest hawkexs. The harassment was
cuch tkat on October 13,1383, over 200
hawkers and streer vendors staged 2
sit-in protest in front of the Goyern-
ment House against the owrder to ban
them once and for all from all Bangkok
footpaths, On Qetcber 18, a number of
hawkers mostly female beaten up by a
police foxce dispatched to break up
thelr protest while on thelr way to
Covernment House. Many of them wexe in
jured and nine arrested om a sexious
charge of incitement to rebellion. Be-
ing released on bail on Octobexr. 25,
they were tried on Noyember 16 before

[

the military court om & triple cha g
of gathering more than 10" persons

instigate chaos in the Kingdom, of
structing the police arrest and
causing a traffic jam with thelr ng

The first hearing is scheduled for pais
cember 13,1983, - -

%

ction of 40 A#.o.:mmua
akhonsawan Villagers by

Noteworthy during the past:’s:
months was the establishment by-¢
Axmy of "the Specfal Warfare Command!
of better known as "the Sth Army Re
glon ¥, that %s with forces and equi
ment equivaient te those of the i
Arzmy Reglons. This new Command o
the areas of all the four Army Regls
It supervise all dlvisions aad- oth
support units in charge of HOT-ConVE :
tional warfare. Placed under its.
trel 1is alse the notoricus "
Unit" earlier attached to the Pakt
chal Camp in Nakern Rajasima Brovim
The "Rangers" are to be speciall
trained and to operate later as sup
wnits of -other Army Region fore
Other secrer or special wunits forme
attached to the Army Operation Cem
have been transferred to this  C
as well- :

on Octobexr 21,1982, several hundred
wmers frxom five villages in Tambon
mcvruﬂmnuannv Yangtarn, Krokphra Dis~

¥ Nakhonsawan Province, were sum~
meeting at the Tambon Coun~
they recelved Iimstructions
the lst Infentry Batzalion of the
th: Precinct Army under the Jurisdic-
tion of the 3rd Reglonal Army In Na-
whonsawan to evacuate. from thelr ances
sral farmlands which the military au-
morities would tramsform into miliza-
craining fields. The deadline was

{xed- for December 31,1982, before
1ch. the villagers were to dismantle
dieir bullding structures, evaquate
“their houses,thelr temples and schools
aodi take away thelr properties from
lands. Failing this the azmy or=~
reads, "the army will bear no res-
ponsibility for damages coased by bul-
ets. and explosives during the mill

4 Thai language weekly magazing sl fary oxercises.”

served that this Special Warfare G
mand was not only created to cope:wil
external threats but also to safe
internal security, that is to comb
comuunism,...." 1t constitures  a- im

sside from the above-mentioned vil-~
agers,. those from Tambon Yanmatsee,
Tambon Phayuhakiri, Tambon Nermmakoxrk,
and. fambon Sathale, Phayukalkiri  Dis-
trict - and these from Tauwbom Klangdad
d Tawbon Nongpling Tamben Nakornsa-
? ok, the eity District,all met with
the szme fate. All together this af~
lected 42,300 villagers of 6,318 fami-~
e 1n 57 villages of 9 Tamben in-
Luding 21 temples and 30 schools and
area of 23,712 acres.
The army ordexr refers to the 1936
yil et which declares the controver
Al dreas 4n those three districts
0f Krokphra, Phayshakirl and the City
Strict of Nakhomsawan Province) "non—
Gultivable lands™ reserved for mili-
TV use only. The affected villagers
tad then appealed to the suthorities
mo. “: remaining on the lands on which
thetr. ancestors amd descendants had
been earning thelr living for over a

_zine,” either to stage or to O
any coup attempts. It will con
the movement Im all forms of diffe
political groups as well."

hundred years; more tham half of them
have documents of cwmership before the
1936 Royal Act. Following this the au-~
thoritries did not persue the matter.
Tntll 1982 the army made no fuxthex
claim over the lands, the villagers
themselves , undisturbed, continued
their living in these same areas, and
2 certain number of them were even
granted a papexr, ¢.g. & title deed,

The man of the 1936 Royal Act indicates
the "reserved” lands ‘in 3 districts of
Nakhonsawan Province. These disputed
lands, Lloecated only 10 kms from thé
centre of the province, are paralleled
in the ecastern side by the nerthern
railway, and along the Chao Phraya Ri-
ver in the western side and the Fhahol
yothin Road runs through the middle of

the lands. -




"Wor Sor 3"!"Sor Xhor 1",with which they
could prove their right over the lands.

It should be noted that before the
fsguance of the afore sald evacuation
order many quarters such as government
officials, businessmen and poliricians
had been covetous of the controversial
lands, which according to the Fifth
Five-Year Plan (1982-1986) might be
Included in the maritime transport sys
temdevelopment project for the pro-
vince of Nakhonsawan.

The maritime transport station witk
equipment and facilities was planned
to be comstructed in rthe vicindiry of
the Bangprong Island, Nokhonsawan,
where the two rivers (Chao Phya and
Nan) meet.

The Thai language monthy Warasarn—
khaochang in its July fssue this year.
reported that the Italfan-Thai Company
is carzying owt this project which,
once implemented, will txansform Na-
khonsawan into a- maricime trapnsport
centre for North Thailand and one of

s h i

A fragment of cartridge used in the mi-

litary exercise conducted in April-May
1583 £cll dinto a villager's land in
Tambon Kaothong, Phayuhakiri District

the most prospercus provioces. Mop
over,the location of the controversgy
lands is made more attractive by g
veral communication routes
ready exist l.e.

that 3
the westernt side
next to Chao Phraya River where g
mariride transport statlen will bey
the eastern side is paral
leled to the northern railway and.th
Phaholyothin Read
middle of the land which is only : i
kms, ~from the centre of the provinde

f£luearial businessmen who had propos
to the villagers buy land estate

»a8" we] ey were consent to leave the land.
as had approached provincial land-ofs d- the villagers affected would be

of the provinclal mountains
with an aim to make use of acquire
to bulld dams
banks.lt was these seme fntevest of
which had brought the pressure to beas
on the authorities to transfer twe 1
officers, cpposed to, their interescs
from the province. 3
affair was widely reported in the Thati]
language daily Khaosod of August 17

the Riw

sensatio

After the army's controversial ev
cuation order was issued, the affect
to leave thel
lands and appealed for corrective med
sures to the district, provineial - a
as well as to the Prime Mi:
nister's Secretariat, in November 198
been reported abouw
On December 9,1982,uhl
oo ae inspection tour at the Chirapx:
wat Camp, the 4Ch Precinct Army. - A
Commander - in - Chief Gen Arthir
lang~ck explained to a group
that the land on which they
lived in fromt.of the Chiraprawat. Camp
belenzed to the 4cth Precinct Army:

thelr appeal.

of - vil

asked them o leave the laad in six
onths sinece the army would use it for
constructing a hospital. The 4th Pre-
fpet Army also teook Gen.Arthic’ s
atement as measures for the 9 Tambeon
villagers on the controversial lands.
Afrer the military tock stromg mea-
upes agafnst the villagers concexrned
4n; April and May 1983, the affected
villagers submitted a petition to the
King's Secretarlat, the Minister of In

54

983. The concerned senior army of-
ficers- all refused to assist cthe af-
‘flicted people. But in October 1983
the: Army in answering the Prime Minis~
's Secretariat's letter concerning
hig matter claoimed thet 1t has al-
pady. explained to the villagers ond

‘helped by the Soeial Welfare Depart-
T,

The wvillagers' petition reads in
aln parts as follows;

#1. They are willing to let soldiers
conduct cxercises on their farmlands
during off-scason.

2. They request the military au-
writies to determine, and they aze
eady to consider, areas for military
se‘on rhe condition that these areas
would not be extended in the future.
‘3. They ask for the abrogation of
the: 1936 Royal Act so that they eaa

continue thefr living on the farmlands.
I addiviom, the authorities should

Sue title deeds for these who have
one,

. S
- 4. They request the 4th Precinet

Army o pay compensation funds for all
damages done to thelr properties.

“The' violeut incident since April
s year took place when the 1st In-
fmery Battalfom teck harsh measures
chase the wvillagers out of their
ds. These measures were as follows

@n-area they encircled with a sign-
Axd "Do not  touch", One illiterate
ttleboy touched the explosives, was
21y injured and lost his left haed,
fer this explosion other cavtle-peo—

erior and to Gen. Arthit in September,

l. The soldiers cemducted exereises
the carrlefield, placed explosives

ple were demeoralized znd did not dare
to take their cattle into that field
any more. ’

2. The scldiers used war weapons to
threaten the willagers to stop plough=-
ing their land. These people became
unemployed and insolvent since they
had no sources of Income other than
farming to pay the loans obtained from
the Bank of Agriculture and Coopera-
tives. The willagers wexe thus badly
affected.

3. The soldiers confiscated Mrs.Tew
Khunaprasart's lands on -which they
bullt a temporary axmy camp and grew
forest trees in 10 rol of the land
(3.9 acxes) and circled it. They did
not allow Mrs.Fhuraprasart to feed her-
cattle or cultivate there. However,
the 20 rai left (7.9 acres) are al-
lowed to be used. Mrs. Khunaprasart
said ¥ that she has cultivated on Cthis
land for at least 60 years.

4, Afiter the soldlers had razed his
cernfield on Jume 13,1983, Mr. Proy
Sitrthikarn, 51 years old, residing at
the village growp 7, Tambum Yangtarn,
Krokphra Diserdct, went berserk and
died the morning afrer because he hed
overdrunk. He had spent over tem thou-
sand baht obtaiped from the BRBank of
Agriculture amd Cooperatives oo his
cornfield and had three children under
his charge.

5. The soldiers wused army bulldo-
zers to raze Mrs. Talum To-Im sorghum
fields on August 12, and the soldiers
families came to grow other crop instead

6. The soldiers drove into a herd
of cattle, and wounded scme of the
cows. ' The owners appealed for compen-—
sation but to ne avail.

7. The military summoned the vil-
lagers whe lived on those lands to a
meeting where a group of well-~armed
soldlers surrcunded them. The wvil-
lagers were"asked"to leave rhelr lands.

8. Lt, Col. Saphrang Kallayanomitr,
the Commander of the lst Infantry
Battalion, threatened "to sileace” amy
villager, either a child or an adult,
or to make his whole fomily disappear
in case he obstructed the land confis-—
cation by the army.

- 9. On September 8,1983, Mrs. U-Avee.
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Manklang, owner of a small block fac-
tory, was brought to the court on
charges of Lllegal encroachment on the
Srate land and of infraction of the
official order. It was later reported
that in December 1982 Mrs.Manklany was
told by soldlers from the 4th Precincet
Army to make 3 rental coutract for her
own land with them. However, she ar—
gued that she bought this land of 2
acres in 1972 from her neighbour who
owned it since 1$32. THe same legal
action 15 being taken against Mr. Na-
rong Buathet, owaer af a bread facto—
ry, and Mr. Suwit Uttassongkhawat,
on the

also on charge of encroachment
state land.

Sangwan Chaisiri, 15,3 cattle boy whosc
rieht hand was cut by the explodins «F
a2 bomb which the military placed in
the cattlefield of Tambon Kaothong,

Phayuhakiri District in wmid of May, 1983

Furtheymore, |l military authori-
ties asked the nistry of Interior ro
{nstruct the district chief officers

10

to cxempt from taxation those vills
gers living in "military forbldden
areas™. These villagers had paid la
tax well 'before 1936. This measur
would transform these arcas into ‘nops
habitable o non~cultivable - ong
since those occupying them were

<wwyumnm which were evacuated and the

The temsion has increasingly heigh-
vened between the military and the vil
jagers in the three districts.The lat—
ter have declared to stay put and Ye-
srtedly are ready fo return their
jeotity, cards to the aurhoriries if
‘aa other outside assistance, especial-

perlod of time.

Facing resistance from  the vil Hu.mnoa the government, is possible.
lagers, the provincial ocutheritie notheir opinion, Thal citizenship is
namely the proviancial public welfad peantngless  since it does not, enable
officers, proposed that the villdge shem to preserve their rights usually

ranted to other Thai people, cven the
“right to preserve Or recover their an-
cestral lands.

be resettled in the two scttlementsiin
both Yala and Narathiwat
{(in the Muslim—deminated

Thailand)}, aand in the preserved fore B .
avens in the three districtsily At one point in their letter ad-
Lardyao, Phaisali and Nongbua, Nakhomsi ressed” to gome human rights organiza~

rions, they expressed their deep~seated

sawan Province. The villagers® ¢
i feeling as Thal citizens as follows:

cerned rejected this proposal.

(=3

on June 30, 1983,when the six-monti
grace perdod expired, the military.pre
posed the villagers stay on the land
waril the end of this year,that-is:af:
ter the harvest. For houses and " fd
tories the owners will recfeve orders
when to lesve which will not cxeceed:3)
days and Lf they fail to act
ingly, they will be sued for encroag
mont. The 4th Precinct Army, however
anpounced later a measure which con
fused the villagers that at presen
they would deal only  with village:
with ne legal ownership documents:
aot the villagers with title deeds.

We want to remain Thai, culturally
‘ind’ nationally, on our soil.When there
were still no cars, our forefathers
carried the stone landmarks given by
the: authorities to thelr own lands.
These landwarks show to whom the lands
belong. Aven't they ours?  Why does
he: power~that=be act so immozrally?!

+MWe a¥e religious. Why are the tem-
aF»Ww the spirvitual building centre
for-Thaicitizens to disappear only he=
tause of this power—that-be's Immoral
acts?  Or do they slmply want the peo—
‘ple-fo become unreliglious since - the
At present, the villagers are stil G
skeptieal about the statement that.tl 5

authorities will make use of thedl
lands for milltary training field
There was a precedent case in.whi

the villagers of two villages in T
bon Yarmatsee. Phayuhakiri District
were expelled from thelr lands on’ the
srounds that the lands were to b use
for building an arsenal and other W
tary-related structures. Howevery O

the wvillamers wvoluntarlly  left-™-
areas, 1t turned out that cthese bu
ding structures were constructed
one part. A part of the land
was for rent by Weaponry. Departmed
of Dangprab Camp to people around.

mwnonm part was left non - cultivable.

temples, as wel wather, bullding
structures, are te be evaduated

dismantled?”

"ind the schoels. Our living con-
mHnHonm will be upgraded only If our
‘¢itizens are educated. We nced to de-
velop our human vesources, we need our
citizens to be of good quality. Is it
thus right for the military to in=-
struct us to dismantle cur schoels on
the lands?"

~ "™We desire a Thai citizenship equal
to the one commen to other Thais in
the nation. We desire to be good-
hearted, moral, of good quality,and re
liglous. We desire to have children
and grandchildren cthat can become the
future forees of the nation.” We de-
gsire them to be competent, and not  a
soclal burden. For this we need te
educatethem and we need schools. Does-
n't all that has happened deny us such
alternatives? Doesn't all this create

our uzemployment, climinace our ligi-
timate rights, destroy our spiritual
moulding centre, deny ocur children any
schoolfme  the abscnce of which  will
make  them opt for a profession mast

detrimental to soclety and the majori-
ty of the people? Who creates social
problems, for what and for whom? Is it
right te have done soi”

m
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News from Thailand

sent occurred in Kleog Flung District.
‘gowever, Klong Klung police concluded
pis. case was an accident. On July 14,

983 the chalrman of the Newspaper and
Mass gedia Assoclation iIn Kamphangphet

Vendors Arrested by Police

On October 18, slightly after [
p-m; anti-riet policemen clashed with’
wendors when they tried to forelbly
evict 800 of them from & demonstration
site in front of the Government House'.
several vendoys, most of them women,
were injured in the 10 minute clash.
Eight injured vendors and one bystander
were arrested on charges of chstruct-
ing traffic, horming police officials
and joining the gatbering of more than
10 people to-incite unrest, The ar-
rosted were Mrs. Chawee Buakaew, 27
Mrs. Srinuan Kaoprasert, (22) Mr. Bua
Sukgate, (33} Mr. Ticm Limprungpatta=
nakit, (44) Mr. Charin Siridaam, (24)
Mr.Virat Bunbleum, (33) Mr.Prawit Klin-
hoam, (30) Mr. Payoa Karmbuty, (30},
bystander. .

The venders begon the wally ou
Octoper,. 13, demanding 2 relaxatlon of
the tough government policy which ox-
dered them to stop vending o street
pavements on October 19 or face legal
_actica. They deeided to march to Go-
vernment House in the evening of Oct.
18 to protest against the pollcy. They
were released on bail 2 week afrer
their arrest on Qct 255 and latew wexe
tried before the milltary court on Now
16, which set the first hearing for
Dec.13.

Reporter Shot Dead and Injured

Mr. Than Ngernthong, 40, a repor=
ter of the Daily Wews, a well~known
daily newspaper in Bangkok, was shot
dead in a small restaurant in the
Phrankratal market of Phrackratal Dis—
crict 1n the Northern Province of Kam=
rhaengphet oa the morning of July 10,
1983. .
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anded 2 petition on the three cases
to: the plrector General of the Police
pepaxtument in Bangkok and asked him to
_.ﬁ,mnpnn_.% re—examine these cases, and
also asked for protection for reporters
g that province.
Dr. Somsak Sarigaphuti, editor of
g Mo an ey Logs s, AeWS PApET
‘the northeastexn province of Kala-
was shot and sexiously injured by
gunmen in froat of his clinic in the
‘tivy.district of Kalasin province, af-
ne had ceme back £rom dinner on
té evening of August 1i. Dr. Somgak ,
also: a dentist, had wwitten article
cking high governmental officials
irvolved In casines, underground lot~
ery.and other corruption lssues in
t province, -

Mz. Somphong Ratanapbongsuk, 30,
iror of Seng Tham, a local newspaper
+% the central province of Ayudhaya

‘reporter of Thal Rath (a daily
ewspaper in Bangkok) was shot . dead
fninds car on his way back from Wiset—
chatchan Distydet to his home iz the
(i Districr, Angthong province om
fe' night of December 3. The gunmen in

avellow pick up followed him closely,
2111 cwners and the officlals involve rtook his. car and shor him iz 2

in the case. Mr. Tham, who was 1t a1l of bullets until he lest control
head of the village group 2, - Phyam his car opd went into a diteh,

kratal Distrier, had 10 children vhere he died. The motive behind hkis
his wife, Mrs.Thanom was pregoant whe) d ath Ls believed to e his atcacks on
the event occurred. S everal influential people in his area.

The motive of his murder is. ‘be
1ieved to be his repoxt o the arzes
of more than 20 workers in an illeg
sawmill In Parankratal Dlstrict on: Mg
18,1983, The report angered the sav

Before this case, -3 reporters:; ; -
the same province ‘had been murde :
this year. Pol. Sgt. Surasak Chudee
reporter for Mahachai Newspaper (Bao|
kok based) and hls wife were ki
Sai Ngarm Distrlet on January 17, M9&
He was known to have conflicts: wH
the head of the Sal Ngram FPollce S5
vion. Om March 1, Mr. Udem Promphin
reporter of Nwaw-Na (also a Bang
based newspaper) wWas’ struck betw
the car and the temple’ and killed.

The New Press Bill Criticized

o (NARC) Order No 42 (1976) and the
B 3377 BL1l of 1941 (which empowered
ie. Progs Officers-the Interior Minls-

ter and the General Directoxr of the -

Police Department to close down news-—
papex or revoke thewr licenses) were
placed before the Naticpal Assembly on
June 16, for consideration within
60 days. On Septembex 8, after the ex~
piration of the required 60 days on

August 15, the goverament asked for
another 60 days. This is agalogt As-
sembly procedure, which stipulates

that bllls cannot be considered - for
more than 60 days. The goverrment

stated that the 2 Bills were composed
of severzl progedures and differeat
opirions Whlch had to be taken into
consideration.

In the meantime the Interior
Ministry proposed a third mnew Press
8111 to the Cabinet, which was strong-
1y oppesed by .individuals and several
organdzations ineluding the Confede~
ration .of Thal Jourmallsts (CTJ). The
CIJ on August 30, expressed its opposi-
tion on grounds that the proposed le-
gislation iacludes much more stringent
restrictions than before c.g.requiring
a B.A. as the mininum educaticn level
editors and publishers which could
amount to direct censorship. Moreover
it still retains the "excessive' powers
of the Press Officers,similar-to those
given by the 1941 Press Bill.

"is stops the Press from eritd-
c¢izing the government since they may
tose their licences," said Thongbadl
Thongpae, an outstanding human rights
lawyer and a member of the CTJ Execu~
tive Committee.

The appeal procedure which allows
the appeals to be made to 2 specially
formed committee(comprising government
represencatives of the Interdlor Minis-
try, Pollce Department,Public Prosccu-
tion Department. -and Public_Relatlons
Department,) and not the court;and the
formation of s Press Council without
any specific regulatioms or supervi-
sory system- were another 2 points in
the government proposed Press Bill at~
racked by the CTJ. :

At last, athough the Minister of
Intexior gave an dnterview saying that
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he would reconsider the Biil, there
was ne significant change of the re-
strictions of the Bill, but the clauses
on the Press Council were deleted om
the grounds that it was agalmst the
principles. of jurisprudence to have a
body with such wide-ranging executive
poWers.

On November 29, the New Press
Bi1l with a2 Press Council empowered
with wide~ranging authority was sub-
mitted to the Cabinet and accepted.
The proposed Press Coumedl will be run
by a committee comprising 3 representa~
tives from government agencles and 10-
16 other members elected from among
members {up to three-fourths)and other
qualified persons, officials or state
eaterprise officials who are mot mem=
bers of the Press Ceuncil {up to one-
fourth). .

The Press Council is empowered To
remove a journalist from membership,
thereby rendering him unqualified as a
journalist. In case the ' jourmallst
whose name 15 deleted from:the Press
Council s an editer or publisher of a
newspaper, the Press Officer would ac=
cordingly revoke his licence.

The latest draft of the Press Bill
still empowers the Police Director
Seneral and provinefal governors to
ban publications deemed to rum counter
to law and order or the people’s good
moral standards or against natiomal
security.

Pubiishers and editors can appeal
to the Minister of the Interfor but
without the possibility of lessening
the punishment or its duratien. As a
last step they can appeal to the court.

The Minister attached to the
Prince Minister 's Office reasomed
that the draft Bill didn't suthorize
the court to ban nowspapers because it
will take the. court quite a long time
to consider appeals.
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a.n.v.momsvnn 1980, Twenty-three Lamates
are currently din  the prison awalting
mnuoﬂn.n.wnﬁon.

20, Aliens Freed

Twenty aliens who had been unde
detention for 10-14 years pending - de
portation to their home countries wer
released on Nov.26.

Manoser of a *Hell” Candy Fuctory

tenced to 4 yeurs  Imprisonment

Mr. Somchal Karonchanavutthisic,
ager of Vutthislt Timited Partmer-
tdp: Lo Rajburana Districr, Bangkok on
sr.19, 1983 was sentenced to 4 years
3 monchs imprisomment and £ined
,000 Baht .(US § 900) by 2 military
sart - on charges of confiaing child
shourers untlil they became crippled
dled.

The military court ecited -that
ring . August 13-October 31, 1578
which was a period under martial law,
ri: Karnchanmavutthisit and his 2 col-
sagues who mamaged to flee, had vio-
lated the Revelution Order No 103 and
he Ministry of Interior Order on the
Lebour Protection Law. They had em—
pleyed 64 girls between 8~18 years old
- Nusura Private Job Agency for

The elderly aliens, ranging.:
age from 50 to 75, had been detaines
at a temporary prison of Bangkok. - B
1ice Private School om various charg
including drug trafficking and illeg
entry. They included 14 Chinese
six. Wietnmmese. Chilef of the Pol
Deportation Divisicn satd 11 of .
were sent to Wattama Nivas Housing £
the Elderly at thelr own will :
the rest chose to stay with thelr. xe
latives in varlous provinces Ineludin
two each in Ubon Ratchathani, Nong:
Nakhon Ratchasina and ome each in
thong, Pichit sed Kanchanaburi. Tl
will have to live in the"limited. z0
where they have to report co th
thorities every month. They ave notd
lowed to mowve out of the ‘zone
less they. seck permission fxom th
thorities, he said. :

¥ foreing them to work from 7.00 a.m.
t6: 8 p.m. everyday without holidays and
5.5uuo payment or overtime. Moreover,
they were prohibired from godag out of
the: factory, or from going to the tol=

't and had to sit da a medization po=
sltion {cross-legged). If the cmployees

etched thelr legs or fatled to ohey
hex orders, they would be punished
by someone steppimg on thedr legs or
ratfng. At night they wexe  kept
owded in 2 smoll xoom without emough
ventilation and without ecnough sleep=-

sushions or blankets. They were

en inadequate food and were malnou--
ished. All this caused 2 girls,aamaly
Hr Chadlcit, and Phan Saithang to die
left & -girls erippled. The girls
‘rescued by police on Oct.3l, 1878
didr, Karnchanavitthisit was arrested
he: same day.

This was the second group of.@
derly alien inmazes released from
kok Pollce Private S$School after:
first group of 186 people was set

pelng candles under slave nou,mhnﬁou.m;.

New Internnl Order Operation Command for-
34 provinecs :

General Saiyud Kerdphol, .nwn Su~-
preme Commander, revealed om August
15, 1983 cthat the Supreme Commsnd
would set up the Internal Order Opera—
tion Command in 34 provinces where
the Internal ~Security Operation Com-

apﬂm.nﬁmonvwpmpOﬂmnunHouwmﬁnuoml
ficials. C B

General Saiyud said the formatiom
of the new command would be  in line
with three bLlls on natlemal secuwity,
suppression and prevention of commmist
insurgency and internzl peace~keeplng
operations. .

He  pointed cut the xole of such
a command was to be on alert for any
unfavourable incidents = that may take
place.

The TInternal Oxder Operxation Com—
mand will, he said, be zepomsible for
civilian security Ancluding prevention
of disasters, evacuation of people
from sensitive areas and prevention of
sabotagze.:

Defectors Eﬂﬁ&n on Criminu] Charsics

The Second . Army anu.ou. was re~
ported to have asked police In the
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Northeast to pay special atteation
to commmist defectors facing legal ac-
tions for their criminal offences,to
prevent feelings among them that they
would be mistreated following thelr
defection.

Their imsecure feelings grew after
police arrested some of them for ale
leged criminal offences committed be-
fore thelr affiliation with the Commu-
aist Party of Thailand (CPT).

"Qur. contention is that communist
Insurgents who surrcader to authority
to pursue thelr erimiazl cases will not

be exploited by the authorities"”, sald

Pol Lt Col Seri Themlyaves,Muk Daharn's
police chief. .

He sald further that Muk Doharn's
police had been fully cooperative with
the Second Army Region £n developing
guldelines to handle commmist defec=
tors facing criminals charges.

Apart from asking communist de-
fectors to report to police for their
criminal charges, the provincial admi-
nistration has also tried to release
them on bail for minimum sceurity and
to see to it that they weuld be given
justice, Pol Lt Col Serdi sald.

18

, nwwn..cm 2 murdered labour leader in~
volved misuse of government power and
mouwnwnnp conflicts.

. Military Operations

In the past six months, Eu.w.u.
offensives have ben carried out in
North and South.

Suriyaphong 5 = a military off,
sive in the Northern province of -}
which storted on November 4, to -'¢
cut the Ilastc commumist Inflltrag
areas in the lower part of the'p
vince,namely Mae — Charim District:y
Santisuk Sub = Discrict. It lasted fi
more - than 3 weeks, 3,000 communfg
symphathizers, mostly minority peop
were orgenlzed to formally surrend

i w Lt. Udomsak Phumpheung, 40 and
raff sergeant Charn Netrphrom,30, at-
hed te U-Thong police statiem, Su=
yanpuri Province, were om Junme 20
found guilty of atrempting to kill twe
{1lagers they had arrested ou chavges
peing drunk and creating discur-
gn.mom. The two villagers were led to
ihother provimee to be shot om July 12,
481. However, one of them did not die
ad informed the police.

$

.= Mr. Boon Saenchai was sentenced
path om July 11 for kiliing a mana
v of"film actors in Bangkok on Jan-

‘= Mr. Phongsak Sitthiprakornm, 19,
ag-on August 8§ found guilty of raping,
obbing ond  killivng his mistress 's
epployer at the office of the employer's
onpany in Bangkok on November 19,1980.

¢ = Sergeant Chamlong Leungpracha-
n, 28, Mr. Sangad Kacwmanee, 35,
v-Suwat Sae-Tiew, 29, and Mr. Som-
mal: Promsiri 31, were found guilty on
August 9, of robbing and killing the
ate. Chiecf Inspector of Ban Khai police
tatlon, Rayong Frovince on August 30,
9797 They were hired by a man who mas
exminded the killing.

2 10 day operation startiny on Sep
ber 20, to wipe out remnants of co

dered to the government in Pattondipt ;
vince. On November 27, the 4th
launched another operatiom=Tak Sin
to destroy communist insurgency in:!
areas straddling Phattalung oand Trag
provinces.

Cot Vichien Sunthornkes,spokes)
of the Intermal Security Operatien
mand, in October estimated the natl
wide number of armed guerillas  ofith
Communist Party of Thafland (CPL)
less thom. 2,000 people. E

= Mr, Ahmad Duangkaew, Mr. Garim
hua and Mr. Tohad Butlam were on
ugust 11 found guilty of killing a
nége and a businessman in the southern
province of Phuket in March,1983.

i~ 5taff Sergeaut Nunim Chulapakdie
Kewaun, 35, was found guilty on August
k1983 of killing a woman janitor in

e Fire Department in Bangkok who had
PRedled to his commander about being

nmwmw by Serpeant Nunim on December

He satd the number represented
reduction by 80% from 1978~1979, .whe
armed communist Insurgents wexe:
timated at about 10,000 throughout t
country.

Death Satence

- Mr. Seng Chongmin,26, Mr. FPra-
m.n Makphon, 40, Mr. Meatri Singhnou -
eul, 19, and Mr. Amphorn Khamleu,21,
Oetober 11 were found guilty of
bery and rape. Several cases. invel lne and killing a Z0-year-old girl
personal conflicts, howevex, a €3 ebuary, 1982 4in Pathumthapi pro-
2 villagers shot by police and anot inge,

From July to December, 23 persd
involved in 11 cases were sentenced
death on serious crimes including:t?

& Mr. Thavorn Asavasizijinda, 30,
was sentenced to death om Oct.3l, af-
ter he was found guilty of killing a
tycoen im a casine in Bangkok on Feb.
17,1981,

=~ Mr, Bandit Lekprasert amd Mz,
Pairin Na Wandee on November 1, were
found guilty of killing a labour lea-
der in Samutprakarn province om  Mareh
21,1983 (See further information in
ERTR Vol.7 No 2)

- Mg, Lext Vorakit 17, Mr. Wutthi-
ehal Thongmee, 17, and Mr. Charoen
Sithisak, 23,on November 1S5 were found
guiley of murdering Mx. Sackham Khar-
tiya during thelr dispute over =& bar
girl 1n a westaurant Iin Bangkok om
June 21, 1982.

~ Mr, Sukhana Wongwai, 38, on De-
cember 23 was found guilty of raping
and murdexing a woman “In Trat pxo-
vince on December 1, this year.

Howeyer, the seatences of 12 de-
fendants in the first 5 cases and in
the lastcase were commuted to life and
50 years imprisonment due to thelr use
ful confessions, Im the tenth case the
2 young men s death sentences were Te—
duced to life Imprisorment and 37
years due to their age and confes -
sions,
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— ] Activities of CGR

.mon,n. groups to protect these migronts.

Human Rights Activities

1. Visiting and Helping Prisonexs
and Providing Legal Ald

These two programmes still conmti-~
nues for 5 cases namely

1. Mrs. Wimon Plantamdee (com-
munist) .
2. Mr. Adul Bunrueng(communist)

3. My. Daleng Isma-ae and 5 Mus—
1ims (treason) .

§. Mr. Charas Srikes (murder)

5, Ms. Sakhon Bunphoeng

Mz, Bun Daengsingh
Mr. Phan Nolkaew
Mr. Mo Srimuang

These four sugarcame farmers were
charged with vielating a contract with
thelr meney lender.

. .

Three coses for which CORS hos
provided help were dropped because they
come ‘te an end. They are Mr.Prapol Sae
Tan {lese majeste}, 2 constructiocn
worker in Bangkok, and Mr. Gan Sattham
(defaming) , an Ubon Raj thanl farmer,
whose cases were acquitted and Mr.Bun—
sueb Sangrai, a worker in Nakhon Pathom
who was sentenced to L year and 2
menths imprisomment after he confessed
to the robbery charge. Since he had
been imprisomed longer than the sen-
tenced joil term, he was thus released.
(See more details of the cases in HRIR
Vol 6 No 3 and Vol 7 No 2.)

2. Eviction of 40
villagers in Nakhon Sawan Case

Thousand

During the past months CGRS con
centrated on the problems of 42,300 vil
lagers of Nakhon Sawan province in
the Central Region who face eviction
from their land which has Dbeen occu~
pied for more than 2 ceaturies by
rheir ancestors. The military claimes
that they have the right to the 23,712
agres of land according to a 1936 Re-
yal Decree.

$ince April strong wilitary mea-

4 received positive response for coor-
jmation.

i = Preparing for samall scale job
eation programmes in 2 villages of 2
Jistricts e.g. promoting the producing
of fish souce, coordination with local
aperts for skill craining on welding
E.”mmﬁ.msnnn and patching up tyres.

sures have been carried out to harr
the villagers causing damages to.thetys
crops, cattle and even their live
The activities including informar:
gathering, and legal consultationsmy
carried cut togethexr with other. ¢
nizations concerned e.g. the Undo
Civil Liberties, Justice and Peace
mission in Thatiland and the stud
unions. (For further Informaticy
please see "Eviction of 40 Thousang
Nakhonsawan Villagers by the Mild

4 Youngsters are selected te be
raiged in the second programme. How
er, the first programme has to be
B.n.mw“_.nm due te the death of =
arpe number of fish by some diseases.

© 2. Research Documents and research
papers elther directly or inmdircetly
aﬁnnuﬂnm with the problem of labour
migration were collected and used as
ssic data extensively to study this
blem and its aculty, as well as the
ezsibllity of the job éreatlon pro-

Rural Development Activities

Hrmnuaopwnumonu.odnunpnwonHﬁnw
rural areas project

In the past months pnnu.i.nﬁmm)
been carried out as follows:

ntacts and cooperation were sought

th both public -and private insti-

tutdons of which the field work or the

etwork covered the job creation inm

:rural areas,such as the Department

of-Rural Development, the Appropriate
shnology Association (ATA).

1. Field Work

~ Surveying and Research =
the target province of Ubon Rajtha
more model villages in 3 district
investigated to find out the jmcent
of their migration nd the proble
which occurred during employment .. JH
survey also aimed ro inform the.:
lagers of governmental and non~geve
mental organizations coping with
problems in order that they can €0
and get some help according te the;
bour Law. The research will provid
formation for cawpalgning among th

Reliious Activitios

ﬂaﬁsﬁp Programme on Religion

‘ > $ince July CORS has organized a
Falning programme on  Buddhism "Bud-

dhism for Young Men and Women'to pro-
vide an opportunity for young develop-—
ment workers and undversity students
to get a batter understanding of Bud-
diism, to zealize its roles in helping
improve Thal soclety and to promote
the practice of Buddhism and the imple=—
mentation of Buddhist ideilogy for de-
veloping their lives and society.

The programme consists of lectures
and practising.The lectures were-given
on weekends starting from Nov. 12 to
Nov.27 on the campus of Thammasart Uni-
versity. The main themes are Buddhist
Teaching and its implementatfon, for
1ifc and sceclety,the roles of Buddhism
to Thai society frem the past to pre-~
sent and the practilsing of Buddhism.
Lectures on temporary life and Buddhist
desthetics and experiences from socizl
work were also given in this programme.

The practising was organized af-
terwards in a "forest" temple dn the
Nertheast region between Dee. 2-8.
More than 40 young development workers
and srudentsd participated in the prac—
tising pregramme, while.a large number
of them turned out to attend the lec-
tures which were more than expected.
It was firxst limited to only 30 members.

‘We hope from this programme that
A group or groups of younpg people with
better understanding of their own re-—
ligion amd culture will be formed and
kealp ceontribute to social development

-and justice in this country.

lagers for better understanding
searching for measures to protect

The survey on migration and 14
conditions of Northeastern people
cussing on Uben Rajthani wigrant
has been conducted in factorie
slum arcas located in BangkoK.

- Discussing with local grouf
e.g. teacher groups in ordexr O
the possibility of forming loc
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