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He was caught while
o accused persons whe  were
ing.. cchased by police at che Pro-
Cupam Market In Bangkok. Later, whee

e men conflrmed that Mr. Santi-
31 was innocent, he was released af-
ot having been detalned for four
) Mr. Luen  Sae
was beaten by  seven
‘1icemen attached to the Pakkred Dis-
rict .police station, Nendburl Pro -
nee in the vicinity of Bangkok. He

passing

-

y
3

P B el sgicut-in his cyebrows, and lost mome

: [ ; vopth: - The incidenmt took place im a

: - gtaurant due Co personal grudges.

L. In March last year,.the Senate re - {ng-reported the incident to the

w-dected a bill on the rights of the ac-
cuged. Under this bill an accused
person can have-his- defense—lawyer-at— .—-
tend his interrogation by the. podice, ' .
con have & proper medical treatment T
when 11,7 and - cdan receive.’ visitors’ -.
everyday when: and if appropriate.’ The:.
senatoxs and.. the. Pollce Director.ob-
-jected to the fact' that a defense law= ..
yer's “participation ‘would.delay:. thel .U
investigative preocess. They reaffirmed
that there were- no - beatings " of _the:
accused - as alleged. .. A special - com— -
mittee,; chatred by the Police Ddrector, -
also rejected in August last year, a° Lo
similar: request to have public prose— -7 -l
cutors participate in the  interroga~. ) -
tion of the accused, on che grounds
that this would disrupt az certain
equilibriun established within the ju=
diciary system. 4s a matter of fact,
there ogeur beatings of the accused
everyday which has been largely re
ported in the press. L

Crine: Suppression Branch in Bangkol
ter the local police station refused
iregister his complaints, he was

atened with reprisals, On 3 Febru-—
‘ary,: Mr.Khamphong Kraiwongse (22 years)
wag: arrested  durisg his visdt to his
etowa in the Northeastern proviace
f.Wonratjathoni. The police offi~
actached to the City District po-
ce” station in Ubonratjathase accused
bimof stealing a car and detained him
for. three days during. which he was
beaten until he fainted. Wher he re-
vered.his senses, his sex orpan was
burned and marked with scars. When
e real culprit was arrested Mr.Khan—
Fong was released but threatened with
teprisals 1f he ever dared to report
the:incident to the authorities. On
FFebruary, Mr.Somphorn  Phengsasen -
thong' (27 years) was arrested together
’ith-his: two relatives In Phichai Dis-
triet, Uttradit Province, north Thai-
lind, and was sccused of causing a-row
80 public place. He was beaten and
badly wounded by police, and was later
Bt to the hospital where he died on
13 February. Again on 17 . February,
i Khoms akd1 Yuangmani {27 years), a
Atk driver, was beaten by patrol po-
femen yneil he fainted. The inci-
fene: zook place near Don Muang Afrport
inRangkok. He had allegedly refuscd
f0.5t0p  for a check. On 25 February,
MUeemen. 5epached to the Taopoun  po-
e gtatfon in Bangkok beat Mr. Tha-
% ®hal Wanchal until he died. He had
uam:.._..psﬂnmnan with Mr.Wallop Sacngsuk

- charged with robbing a taxi-driver.

were found to haveneglected or cov
up all cases relating to beatings
the accused by their mﬁwcﬂ&mvmﬁw

However, at  least nlme- cas

On 10 January 1984, the Minister police beatings were reported: i

of Interfior issued an order  to police
commanders throughout the country strict
ly  to see to it that any beatinps of
the accused or any harassment of the
innocent people would no longer be to-
lerated. Later, on 22 February, the
Pollce Directer was imstructed by the
Minister of Interior to punish and
charge all police officers, dimvolved
in any beating of any accused .person, was hit In his stomach and was. 0
with criminal cffences,and breach - of ... te. confess. that he. had been inve
digeipline. If these officers were in drug-trafficking in connectlon. ™
put on trial, they would be suspended two more persons facing the 8
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by police because-he had: allege
fused te step for a car check nea;
Sathorn 3Bridge din Bangkok.
one of hils toes, his nose was b

During hils interrogaticn,. Mr.Thawat -
chai was badly beaten until his liver
burst out, his vribs were broken and
his ianer organs seriously wounded. He
died the daoy after. Mr.Wallep, his
cowdetalnee, didnot dare to single out
the pelicemen whe had beaten and killed
Mr.Thawatchad.

On March 1%, Mr.Suchin Noadkhampha, 20 R
a villager of Ban Klong Khan Thung,

Tha Kasem sub-district, Sakaew dis—
trict, Prachinburi was shet seriously
by 4 policemen of Sakaew police sta-
tlon in the evening while walking

through a wooded area to see a film in
a nearby village togecher with his mo-
ther and 1Q neighbours.A policeman put
a gua into Suchin'e hand and recovded

thar he struggled with the police
while belnp arrested. That policeman
alsc beat Suchin's head with his gun
while bringing him to the police sta-
tion

On March 16, Mr.Banche Saengsuk, 15,
was arrested at about 9 p.m. by 3 po-
licemen of Pibulmangsaharn disteict
police statlon,Ubon Rajthant province

and  brought from his residence to be
questioncd.Ris arrest followed a Brawl
between Bancha and a gang of young-
sters in another village during a cere
mony in the evening. His employer and




other defendants in the police station
reportedly sald that they saw Bancha
belng beaten after his arrest and
brought from the scation.The following
morning he was found being burned with
some tyres. The corpse was identified
by his parents by the unburned remain-
ings. The police ¢laimed that they had
reloased Bancha on  cthe night of his

arresg. The policemen werc  alleged
to have brokean Bancha's skull before
bringlng his corpse to burn, since

there were twoe rifts in his skull from
the operaticon. '

Aside from Dbeatiags of the ac
cused, the police was in some other
cases accused of abuse of authority,
For instance, Mr.Suriat Phothisuwin

(46 years)reported to the police sta-
tion of Wang-namyen District, Prachin-

buri Province, cast Thailand, that he
and hix sen ({14 years) were shot by «
group of policemen and armed volun—

tecrs. He lest onc of his finger, and
his son was seriously wounded im his

hip. They had been accused of posscs—
sion of poached logs. The shootlng
ineident took ploce 1o late January
this year in Wang-namyen Distvdet.

In amother ease, the Rangers,attached
to the Surasi Unit im the southern pro
viace of  Prachuabkhirikhamt; werve
charged in connection with the digap-
pearance of  three pollicemen of the
Pranburi District’ police statiom. The
tatter's relatives alleged  thar the
three entered these Rangers’™ "Suamson”
Camp to enquire abous some people’s
missing cars believed to be - stolen by
these Rangers and disappeared.

On Februsry 4, Mr.Yoy Khomgehi, 356,
heod of a tobacco plantexs group dis-
appeared from the Srisamyong ‘police
_tation, Sukhothai province where he
had gone to vislit and tail out his sen
arrested im the morming. Another de-
fendant who was alse arrested together
with his son was later released and
reportedly said he saw police throwing
a sack from the room whexe Mr.Yoycon-
sulted with the police. In the cvening
his relatives found the remalning of
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is in search of a pretext to disselve
‘e House: this pretext may be-- de-
rpived either from a rejection of an
{ppoTtant bill by the majoricy of the
Housey ©F from the ongoing divisions
within majer policical parties compos-
‘ipg the present coallitfon government.

his bones and clothes at the edg ;
the district. Before the incidengy
frad had conflicts with a local infi
tial person on the price of tobjh
and a picce of land wmd had-

shot 4 times. :

Other cases of police misdg
were alse denounced by some metber
the Cultural and Social Commissic
the Housec of Representatives,wh
charged some police officers,-am
other things, with ncgligence of. duti
which in one case led te an inhumg
detention of prostitutes by a broth
owner in cthe southern provineg
Phuket, and to a subsequent tragedy:
which five detained prostiftutes:.’ w
burned alive when a flre broke out)
that brothel in late January chis:y

It 1s reported
parliomentarians and the administr
will submit several bllls on  Yestrl
tion of democratie rights o the+l
ligment during fts annual 5¢
to be convencd in May this year..
are, oamong others, a new blll e
tional security covering.all kinds
action detrimental to a democratle
with the King as the Head of the
a controverslal’ new press bill,
erlticlucd by the Confederation ofiTh

.In eaxly February this year, a
.mnc.cn.... of all leading military figures
.ghowed their force by rendering a
‘mgorale=boosting” visit to Prime Mi~
pister Gen. Prem Timsulanonda at his
regidence, a move In  respomse to a

under which publishing coditors - mus
reglster with the Press Officer (LR
Police Dircctor or Provinelal Goy
ners), and newspapers publishiog.
"detrimental Co natlonal sceurity’td
to be dealt with mest strictly.
new press bLll s . the most - autherl
rain which has ever been drafced,. thd
the Confederation of Thai JournakisH
called a major mecting on February
1984 to demonstrate a  commen wil¥
oppose ‘the new Press Bill. - A
ther important move whieh is galed
momentum is the cne for constitutld
changes with a view te allowing el
servanes and military officers who.d
senators to hold cablnat posts- Ga
Boonlert Lertpricha, a leading ne
of a big political party claims the
powerful circle which has instigat®
the move for constitutional amendmed

27 7L The:human rights - situation  in
Thadland in” 1983 ‘was in many ways im-
i proved, especially the legal rights of
- the’ sccused persons. There were some
ittempts- by some quarters to change or
to reduce the political rights of the
~pegple.’ There remain some unjust lows
- 3d 1illegal practices that neecd to be
-Whelighed or changed, such as the Com-
. Bunlst Activities Prevention and Sup-—
'Pression Act, laws on publicationms, 2
Mmber: of orders of the Nirfonal Ad~
.Wnﬂnnuﬂqo Reform Group which deny
e @ right of appeal to  defendants
.L.Hnm&w the Military Court. Mercover,
©.ere weve political arrests,  threats
%14 agsassinations of those who had
mmmmwn fer the rights of their groups
- ‘for the good cause of soclety,
(®uch a5 yorkers and journalists.

meck parliamentary session, organized

by the bipggest  opposition parcy in
Bangkok during which the Prem Govern~
ment was "overthrown" by a vote of uu
confldence. More wm:ck sessions  were
later planned for different provinces
but failed to materialize following the
Supreme Commander's Mappeal” o the
oppesltion party against such 2 plan.
The military establishment has proved
once more that it prevails over other
soelal | forces d4n the Thai political
arend. B . -

Rights Situation

In

. Thailand
1983

Legal amendments and  mowves af-
fecting human rights.

1. Promulpation of laws and or—
ders promoting human rights

1.1 The bill to .p&cmn
terms

prison

On, February 25, 1983, the
House of Representatives passed
a bill changing many provisions
in the Criminal Code. Following
which, the duration of imprisen-
ment under the Criminal Code was
reduced altogether by about a
thousand years. From now on, the
punishment meted out to any con—
vict will not iIntreased up to
death penalty, life imprisonment,
and. to a duration of imprison~
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ment exceeding 50 years. ¢ the
other hand, ¢he duration of maxd=
oum  imprisonment of convicts on
varlous & charges was increased
from thzee and ten Lo ton, Lwen-
ty or. fifty yeaxs, respectively.

1.2 The bill on rewcxamination
of criminal cases

oo Morch &, 1983, the se=
nate passed 2 biil authorizing
the court to re-examine criminal
casces. The law has been in ef-
fect since April 8, 1883, Under
this law, if there is a petition
or a new proof that 2 convict
who is scrving his term did not
commit the charge brought, against .
him or that prosecution with-
nesses had glven false restimo~
afes or that evidence was false,
the court is authorized to aul-
1ify the old court ruling aund to
declare the convict {imnocent and
his rights restored. The af- .

feeted persom or any of his
heirs Is also entitled tTo comr
pensation-

1.3 The Police Divector's order
o streamline the system of

bailing out those arrested
om criminal charges

On September 9, 1983, the
police Director {asued on order
vo streamline The ball SYSTEm,
under which an accused person oF
his relatives can deposit some
things other than title deeds
and cash, to bhail him out- The
police must communicate the oul=
come of their consideration to
the person concerned within 24
nours. The responsible offlcers

perintendents, clty police couw=
monders and provincial police

absent, senlor pelice cfficers
charged with investigation are
authorized to examine the Te-=
quest. A regquest e bail out a
person charged with lesce-majeste

i 4

—————

under this order are police su-

chicfs. 1f these officers’ arve’

of: AYEY - Commander~in-Chief Gen.
ghi.! Kamlang-ck who at present
holds. the concurrent post of
m.cu,noa_w Comuander—to extend the
v.uuﬁ.muoﬁuw section of the pre~
coustitution, promulgared
578, with a view teo maintain
ipg:: the prerogatives ¢f the Se-
nate,. to allewiog civil servants
and milicary officers to conti~
e £o hold Cabinet posts, and
maintaining the multi-consti-
tuency voting system. This pro-
pogal: . was supposed to be exa-
“pined by a special parliamentary
segsion o be convened for this
purpose..  (me army general . had
‘gene go far as to threaten to
Mepnduct exercises” if the wave
fafled to materialize., The wave
.monlnou.mnm.ncnwoupu. changes and
the” accompanying threat met with
“a strong opposition Erom dif =
. ferent quarters, that viewed
nwm.‘nnunuuc.o.nwwpw propesal o8
an.atempt ot restricting. demo—
nﬂnn»n rights, at increasing the
L pewer of the military to domi
- pate ‘the admisuistration and the
pelitical seene, and as disres-
‘peetful of pubiic opinlon. The
“eomstiturional amendsent b1l was
at long last rejected by the
Parliament at the ond  of 1ts
third. reading on March 16, 1983.
However, the milicary did wnot
glve up. They put pressure ‘to
Fbear on the Prime Minister, who
fignlly dissolved the House and
fixed o new election day befere
sthe expiry of the provisional
sectfon of the Constitutian.
Pressure to omend the Constitu~
tlot his continued until this
day, )

or threat against nationzl sew
curity or communist activities
will be examined by higher-rank
ing police officers. .

1.4 The mew order on mindm

wage
on October- 1, 1983,
order on the minimum dally wag
was issued under which the wag
in Bangkok. scven nelghbouring
pravinces and a southerm pr
vince was {ncreased from 64 1
66 baht; in four big northern
provinces, the North—East and.
the East from 61 to 53 baht; and
in the remaining £0 provinces
from 52.te 56 baht. -

Communist  Activities
Prevention 2nd Suppression
Aet _

: In January 1983, the Inter=
‘221 Security Operation Command

7. Unsuccessful 1
and  other le

2.1 The abortive constitutiond

amendment mOvVe

Tn January 1983, there was
a move by the army and seme: pOT
liriciams - in response to @ calk

31l - on natiomal security to

7 alk. unspecified "dangerous” po-

1S0C) and rhe Avuwy drafted o mew

fover 211 forms’ of terrorism and

1itical {deas. The bill - would re
place” the Communist Activitles
provention’ ond Suppression Act
which - in the ISOC's thinking,
had outlined its usefulness, and
would constitute a means Lo get:
rid of. communism once’and for
all-mainly by forcing the Commu—
uist Party-of Thailand (CPT} to
end its armed: struggle and  to-
adapt 2 peaceful: form of parlia=
mentary struggle. The. examina-—
tdon of this bill has been sus-
pended by the National - Security
Gouncil, which had been opposed.
to it since the begianing and
had instead proposed, not to’
abolish; but to render the Act-
more repressive. In Its present
form the . authority granted - to”
the responsible officers -is al-
ready extensive under this Act,
which suthorized — among other
things - a detcntion of any com-
munist suspeet up to 480 days
(the duration authorized by the'
Criwinal Code being 91 days)
without ony need to pay compen=
sation. No autopsy is noeded ei~
ther. This Act has done nuch

7
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Rarm to the vmompm

2.3 The mm?uno .nn“_ mnnmm a bill
allowing- defense lawvers to
actend the imterrogation of
their clients: :

Ca March 11, 1983, an omend
ment bLll to the - Criminal Code
Procedures was. submizted to the
Senate- avthorizimg. defense
lawyers. to meet aceused ﬁmowwm
in private’ ﬂ_bm to ‘attend  the
interrogation of their.clients by
the police. The Bdll also autho-
rizes the ancgused . to be: &mnﬁmm
every day ‘as$ appropriace, and” to
receive fmmediate treatmert whén
sick.~ The Senate as well as the
Police™ Director wexre opposed to
the bill,  reasoning- that . the
accused might misusethe bill ¢
delay the fovestlgative precess
on the grounds  that they " could
not find any defense lawyex. In
some sexious erimlnal cases,the
investigative  process . would,
moreover, run.the risk of being
obstructed. A gunman.for example
conceivably would not reveal the
identity of his. nswpo%on in the
presence of the latter's lawyer.
There would alse be some cases.
related ‘to natiorwal. security in
which- & third person, even .2
defenser lawyer, should be barred.
from. attending the interrogation
of the accused. | Finally . even:
though. the .Senate unanimously
approved -the bill in..principle
and instructed its Covernment
Affairs Committee to .review it
within seven days, this techni=
cally amounted. to rejecting the
bill since-it could:not be and
actually was not resvbmitted to
the. Senate before the end of _.b@
mvmnupw session .

The proposed rights of the
accused continued to drme the
attention of the vnomoncﬁoum. On
August 8, 1983, the Prosecution
Department uuumnnon reported to
the press that one of the main
recommendations of the recently

8

held national meeting of pros ro- vedraft the 511l din the
cutors -was the lattor's desy face of shavp and widesprecad
to participate in the investipa cigicism by all press . assocla=
tive process with an adm “'g M.ovm. The redrafted bL1l scill
engure. justice to the zeccuge ,awﬁ&.nﬁ a strong oppesition in
that 1s to ~prevent their. i iress eircles—and from the Press
treatment by the police. mnonmnanuunwon of Thailand=becguse
this was not approved by a sp om.._.an mnoa maintaining the Press
clalecommittee set up to  Tevi ficer's power to close down
the prosecuteors’ recommendation Jny, DEWApApCT it further aatho-.
The main objection was that thi &.unm the Press Officer and
prosccutors’ participation - i nnrnn namvoﬁmudwo officers to
the investigative process woul ok 3 search, to scize and even
disrupt the 'established balanc destroy any' publication as ap~
of power among the police, th riate. Other striet measures
prosecution and the court, thre envisaged by.the bill.-
cosponents of the juddeda For example, the publisher must
aystom. - umﬁ.wnmn himself either with the
2.4 The bills ?..nmu o»mwmmmvon the Press nomﬁl -
Or June 16,1983, members of w goversment offi-.

two political psrtics submic ,wmowwwmmapwmmhw”n Enmw.w;m.mmw
two bills on publications to the Council nocwm thus wamaﬂa
House of Representatives,

1f approved, would replace T
1941 Press Low and the Nationa
Administrative Reform  Group! they would deen bvnnown.ﬁ.pnm.
Order No.42 (issued on Octod
21,1976), that both. r
nﬂr Press  Officer~the Poll
Director~ to close down any.
paper which publishes articl
in contravention of the rul
and  affccting HuEuE.n moralit

a Jecember last year, the
Conmi ttee. on- "Dark  Influ-
and™ Power Suppressien” re-

‘granting the right to. appeal
of-defendants tried by the Mili-
:_3_. Court, No follow up.te this:
Ietommendation was kaown at  the
Hue of this. report.

ercation. of a press
strenghten the professiond
ethics of its  wmembers. ~ TN
woe.n.npamu.n asked to defer cons
deration of the bills for -f
months on the grounds that:L
needed time to cxamine carefull
their provisions .. This amount
to their rejection, for the tw
b1lls were not dolmavsu.nnra for!

patliamentary session in 1983
In-the meantime, - the governmen
proposed another press bill fo
discussfion. This new press bil
was even more undemceratic sin
for example, 1t stipulated thal
the editor zdust have a B.A. de
gree or the cquivalent, and tha
he must renew his licence cove
year. The government, howeveT

cimmended the  government. consie .

Political trials and arrests.

In 1983, there were 20 repotted
political trials amd ~arrest,
involving 57 opeople, with  the
following break down '

1.Six communist cases—1% pergong

1.1 The case of Mr.Dawri Ruengsu—
tham and Prakeb Thongtheung,

L.2 The case of Mr,Adul Boon-
rueng, - : : c

.1.3 The cadé of Mrs.Wimol Phien—.

thamdee and Mr.Charrchal
Charnsalchannathee;

1.4 The case of Messrs, Surachai
Sae Can, Mali Sakhorm, Prawit
mbmunwu.uona. (Sce details of
1,1-1.4 {a HRTR, Vol. .6,No. 3}

1.5 The case &f Mr.Damai  Thura-
tham and - Mrs.Thongsuk who
were both . arrested 1n the
northeastern province of Maha
sarakharm in November 1983,
and were later ‘sent to- the
Karuntythep Wn?uvuﬁ.npnﬁon
Centre; and

1.6 The case of nine more commu-
nist suspects arrested in ‘the
northern province ~of- Nam.
Their fate'is still unknown.

2.0ne scparatist case — 6 persons
All six. persons, Mr.Samak
Maseng and friends were students
of Ramkhamhaeng, University - in
Bangkok. (See details of this
case in HRTR, Vol.6,.No.3)

3. Flve Cases of lese —~ E*mmno -
-] mnﬂmoum

3.1 The ease om Mx.Rattana Utta=
vvcnn arrested on October . 21,
1983, and charged with. "Lesemman
jeste. He had .submitced a peti-
tion to the Kieg asking him to
. abdicate and. become - head of the
government with an zim to bring—
ing am end, to the decadence of
the country. He pleaded guflty
_ond  was  sentenced to’ an cight-
year imprisonment. His seacence
wasfinally commuted to a° six—
year term. He' 1s now mrn&bm& at
the Provineial Detention Centre

g




in Mukdaharn Province, tnortheast

Thailand. It should be noted

that Mr.Praphel Sae.Tan ,a friend
‘of his, who was ‘arrested on the

same charge on October 22, 1983,

was also tried but rveleased by

the Bangkok Military Court.

3.2 The case of Pol.Major Anant
Senakhant. He was arrested for
havirg made two public speeches
at two different places. about
the Queen and the Crown Prince
in March'1983. He was tried for
both cases. He admitted having
made such speeches but asserted
that he had  donc so to mark his
rtespect for the royal family and
te-prevent  oanybody frem using
it to gain power. He was seca-
tenced to a’three -year imprison-—
ment kn cach  case and  has been
serving * his term at the Lardyao
Central Prison in Bangkok.

3.3 The cage of Messrs. Thawal
Saengkanchananond, - Phongthep Mo
nuphithakphong and Smarn Khougsu
phol. They were arrested. on June
20,July7 and 8, 1983, respecti-
vely, . on charge  of lese - mo-
jeste.They were accused of joint
ly haviang published a book slan~
dering the King, the Queen and
the Crown Prince,’ entitled "The
Nine Reigns of the Chakkri Dymas
ry", or better  known as  "The
Yellow Paper”. “Being tried by
the Bangkek Military Court,
Messrs. Thawal ond Phongthep had
pleaded guilty and were senten—
ced to a four-year imprisonment
cach., Mr.Smarn denled the charge
and received an eightiyear sen~
tence. , Mr.Thawal is detained at
the Lardyac Central Pxisen in
Bangkol, Mr.Phongthep at [ the
Bangkhen Provisional Centention
Centre in-Bangkok,™@nd Mr.Smarn

at the Bangkok Prisen. S
3.4 The case of Mr.Kant Kijkrmi-
wan, 4. Ramkhashaeng University
student.He was axrested on April
10,1983, on charge of selling
cassettes recording public
apeeches of Police Major Anoant

10

- 4.2 The case of Mr.Prasit Wang-
.aj and bis seven friends. They
~ were asxested on October 22,1982
in Bangkeok, on charge of commu-
nlst ezetivities, Cne of them
reportedly committed suleide in
“the cell. Cn October 5,1983, the
‘rest of the detalnees were
ordered to chonge their cells
“ond charged with 1llegal pesses
sion of firearms. They were con-
victed and imprisomed on Degem-.

Senakhant whe had been charge
with lese-majeste (see supra
3.2). He was tried by the MLIL:
tary Court and ‘on Novembex 14
1983 was sentenced to’ a threed
yéar imprisonment. His sentenc
was, however, commuted to a twom
year term and he is now detalneéd
at the Lardyao ooanan T..mwon.“u...
Bangkok

3.5 The fifch cage . concerng
an  ex-police. who was.  charge
with lese majeste on the mpan

ovent as Mr. Kant. - starts from the day they were

© first day of their detention

4.3 The ease of Mr.Chalerm Borie
phant, arrested after his surren
der in the southers privince of
Nakborn $i Thommarat,ond charged
Jon May 16,1973 with murder.

authorities 1in the mortheastern
province of Mukdaharn,fn January
1883, and was charged with kill=
Ang government officials.

3 The case of Mr.lorm Padcha~
lee, another communist returnee.
mo,snh later arrested in the
,&wnﬁnnn of Ammatcharoen, Ubon-
nﬁﬁrpe.. Province, northeast
Thailand,while he was undergoing
tehabilitation training under
the Participation im the Thai
Mation Development Progrom. He
. W08 charged with an attempt on
the lives of government offi-
¢lals, though it has mnot been
Proved cthat he was present ar
the ‘scene. ’ )

.p mhx crimmal cases ~ 15 umumo

They were all -arrested:fi
pelitical reasoms but’
with criminal oifences.

4.1 The case of Mr,Jirawat Kheup
panya, former student of - ch
Lampang Teachers' College, noT
Thailand. He was arrested on: 3¢
tember-27,- 198¢ while he’
about-* to  surrender himseif 4
Later, he was put on trial’
charges of killing govexnment
officials and extortion of ¥
som, in connection with Mr.Ad
Beonzeung {see gupra,l.2):
was sentenced to death. on. July
1983 and has been waiting:: £o
the outcome of his appeal’ toEh
King: He is now derained at b
Lardyao Central Prison. -

%6 The case of three more commu
Dist ingurgents, arrested. in the
South ‘while on the way to sur—
fender themselves.

" There is still an  wspeci=
.mnom oumber of people  detained
At the Korunyathep Detention
Centres dispersed  in every
feglon, and at wvarious special

her 9,1983. Surprisingly, the..
cduration of their iwprisonment

charged with {llegal poasession
of firearms, and not from the.

4.4 The case of Mr.Phua onnrpa‘
vho surrendered himself to the.

detention centres throughout the
country.

Almost all defendants in the
above reperted cases (1-4) were
tried by the Military Court,with
out any vright to appeal, since
their cases were related to na=
tional securicy, communist activi
ties,or lese-majeste~ as covered
by the National Administrative
Reform Council Orders No.l,8,14,
29" ané '3, _which are mn,z.._. Bd
‘mnnnm., '

Ag muu communist returnces,
or .:mmﬂﬁ.nuvuﬂnm in  the That
Yational Development” many of
them” were charged with eriminal
offences and seven were reported
te have been’ assassinated, and
other threatened. (See details
in "Human Righrs Situation” ,ERTR,
Vol. 7, No.2)

CIIL.The situation of social Jusacice

fighrers.

As far as the fustice £ight-
ers are concerned,- they are oftea
aceuded of instigaring chaos and
threatening national security,
There were twe such cases in 1583,
The first "case concerns wnine
peddlers,charged with threatening
national securicy, resisting go-
vernmeat officials, and abstruct-
ing street circulation, There was
a vﬁonnmn gathering of peddlers
in October 1983, during which the
police intervencd to bresk up the
gathering. In 1982, six peddlers
were also put on trial on a simi-
lar charge of threat against
national- mnncﬂ_.nuq.

‘The ‘seeond casé comcetrne a
woman  peasant from the province
of Nakhomsawan, Ceatral Thailand,
protesting against injustice
about her farmland, On %nww 2,
1983 she was orrested on nsn
<harge of abavructing streer cir—
culation and breaking the munfci
pal rules abeout street cleanli-
ness.  She had made a  similar
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protest a year before and it went
unheeded.

IV. The workers' rights

situation

In 1983,

aumber
workers”

rights.

there were a large
of cases of wviclation of
The Ladour De-

partment reported that there yere
altogether 114 labour lssues. The

cmployers

ries,there were 16

and 40%
a minimum wage.
tem, medical treatment and worker

safety

of workers

still lef

closed ‘down two facto—

The welfare

work stoppages
were not paild
ays=

1.

£ much to oe

desived, which vesulted in a blg
nubor of deaths

Some exampl

- On May 12,
woman werkers

and accidents.

ea should be given

1983, two hundred
of the

Daramit

Socks Factory, in Krathumban Dis-
Smutsakhorn Proviace, uent

trict,

on strike

to demnnd | the payment

of minimum wage.The existiag rate

wWas

only 35 baht for beginners,

and 45 baht for experienced work-

crs.

They alse demanded

social

welfare and medieal fees.

- 0o November
Diamond Box Faectory in the Lamlu-—

ka District,

Pathumthanl

19, the Asia

Pro-

vince, callapsed because of over=

welsht

12

caused by

construction of

another w=ntorey on the top- of iy
building.Twenty-nine persons wey
killed, 46 injured, and 453 mor
disappeared. o

eaken most probably rto thwart a
rapidly developing labour strug-

gle .

. . On March 21, 1983, Mr.Khom-
Lo poon Wongkhant, Assistant Secre-
n On December 14, two Mundre rary. Ceneral of the Iron and-

seventy workers of the Phoonsay
Tron Company (producing tin— en
melled cars),in the Bangkhunthia
Distries,” Dangkok, waged a woil

sreel Federation of Thailand and
also an adviser to many othex
1abour unions,  was killed in an
smbush.

. On Octeber 17, . Mr.Smguan
_Rattanawieng who led 200 workers
of the Steel Development Compaby
%'te protest against worklng condi-
vicns, was arvested on the charge
of illegal prossession of drugs,
“even though he had not been known
even as a cigarette-smokes.

Furthermere, there was a
move by some anti-labour
state enter=—

+ reported
quarters te place
prise labtour unicns outgide the
protection of the labour rela-
tigns law. The Director of rhe
lgbour Department alse voilced his
approval of the propesal which,
would result in disintegrating:
the labour movement, for state

enterprise labour unions always
play a leading role in any labour
“issue. ALl state enterprise
workers were usired as ome in
“ their opposition to the move, &0
#nueh - se that the authorities
decided to suspend the matter for

stoppage protesting the mana
ment's lack of care for 20worker
whose fingers were cut off by’ th
machinery. They also complain
that they were not paid on si
lonve, and that medical fees werit
automatically deducted from thel
wage. Furthermote,a labour Leads

was laid off without amy compems
sation

..Kuwmmwnuﬁcpm and

Journalists and freedom of expres —
lon:~ B

struggled for Justice and 1
legitimate rights met with. 3@
undesirable fate. They werc,amol
other things,laid off,cthreatened
or even assassinated. Some exdTy
ples should be cited, '

- Throughoutr  last year, 15
journaliscs were asaassinated. Of
this number, seven were killed
simply because they fulfflled
“their functions by reporting such
:news as  corruption gnd fllicit
legging.Five moxe were threatened
sand  gerjously wounded because
stheir reports were damaglng to
.local infiuential people. In Kam-
Phaenpgphet Province last yese,
three reporters were assassinated

- Three workers of the Nakhot®
Luang Nylon Socks Company
Nakhoenpathom TProvince,
Thailand, were laid off,
more were lald off with compasa”
tlon in 1983, These measures wek

threats agzainst.

one. after another in 2 short
period of time, because chey de-
nounced illicit logging and local

officials’ misdeeds. The wife of
one of them got killed at  the
sane time.

Furthermoyre, on September

29, 1983, the Police Dirvector,’dn
his capacity as the Press Officer,
cmpowered by. the National Admi-
nistracive Reform Group’s Order
No.42, closed down the Thal lan-
guage weekly . Thailand on the
grounds that It had. repoxted

false neows about. the internal
affairs of the Army.

THR_J.—_-. Lltinesr

sy on
arnl utliiery ote

and bust by mlen. e

"= i mud equipment .

VI. The misuse of power by government

officials

Government officials misuse
of power was avident In ‘various
forms =~ assassinations, threars-
which sericusly’ impajreéd  the
morale of the people, especially
in the rural areas. Throushout
1983, oven Lf there were only a fow
jinstances of the Rargers'misdeeds,
they were sensational. The most
reporsed case is the one in which

the Rangers carried out the
"Surasi Operation” plan by storm
ing twe illegal sawmills in

Prachuabkirikhant Provin¢e, south
Thailand.About ten guomen on guard
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were killed, and the ‘sawmills
burned down. The Rangers' brucal
acts were reported in four  more
cases affecting il people, of whom
three were killed. Two  more
persons were also uagsassinated,
reportedly by the Volunteer Unit
forces. :

Police misdeeda were also
numereus, Colonel Lerd Pheungpazhk,
attacled to the Sceretariat of the
Ministry of the Interier,reported
to the press that In 1982 most of
the petitions to his ‘Iinistry
concerned pelice misdeeds, that
is 489 out of 1,136 petitions.
According  to . the statistics
compiled by CGRS, there were
—during 1981~1%83~ more than 80
reported cases of misuse of power
by the police, such as assassina~
tior, threats, physical assaults,
and beatings of the accused to
extort confessions.The breakdown
iz as- follows:there. were 19 of

such cases in 1981, 20 in 1982,
and 34 in 1983, -
Those imprisoned by the Prime
Minister's speaial orders and
thoge awniting deportation

CGRS is - pleased to report
that the second group of 20
Chinese and Victnamese , who had

been detained inwalting for their
deportaticen at the Bangkhen Pro-
visional  Detention . Centre  in
Bangkok, were finally released on
Nov.26,1983 The first group of 186
perscns were released in Decembor
1980, following a joint campaign
launched by CGRS and  several
Chinese charity organizaticns in
Thalland,

There - remain 27 prisoners
awvaiting depertation at the pre-

sent time. These priscners are
aliens who committed minox  of-
fences such as  profifcering,

illegnl immigration, or unautho-
rized leave from their concentra-

14

ixtéting ot the time of thedr
srimes. On the occasion of Ratta~
nakosin Bicentennial in 1982 s
: zﬁnummm prisouners in other cate-
‘pories either were amnestied  or
‘had thelr seatence commuted inone
: ag-or another, these in this
category did not benefic from any
speclol measurca in thelr favou .

In 1983, 45 convicts in 24
dfferent cases were sentenced to
“death. Of this number only 17, in
jeven cases, had their sentence
‘commuted to ilmprisonment.

tlon arcas(eapeeially the Vietng
mese) . Thé Thal authorities hav,
been unable to depart them e
their motherlend since the laps
ter's authorities have not yet
decided ro accept them. :

In the meantime, 49 people
conviceed of threatening national
security and of illegal drugecraf
ficking, by the specifal orders of
successive Prime Xinisters <npo-
wered Ly Articles 21,27and 200 of
the respective Constitutions
1976, 1977 and 1973, ¢
again to the Prime “unister last
year either for ammesty or. for
re—examination of their eascs,
but to no avail. Their appeal was
motivated by the fact that thed;
cases had net been exanined
through normal process of law ,
and that thelr punishment was
heavicr than that under the law

E The above-reported human
rights situation concernz malnly
the state of political right in
Thailand. The general pleture
shows a mced for reforms if human
sht are te be better protected,
Tjust laws must Be abolished ax
placed, misdceds of povernment
ficlals brought Lo an end *or
nimized, The right to
uld be granted to those defen~
ants tricd by the Military Court.
Special measures should be envi-
aged to c¢liminate government
flelals'chreats agalnstdefenses~
less people and to win the confi-
dence of communist returnees. The
Teturnecs must not be tried by
‘Criminal Court, assassinated
St . threatened by the authoritles,

d must be allewed to carn =&
: living. Speccial measures
U8t also be taken o improve

orking conditions of some groups
of the population, especially of
the over one millfen child la~
Curers who remain Inhumanly ox-—
Molted and unprotected from work
ceidents, Lastly,we must protect
Alarge number of young prostitu-
tes from {ll-treatment or from a
tragic fate,as has befallen those
burneq alive in Phuket Province.

appeal ’

Malpractice
0 H.

The Thai Criminal Cede mentions
16 rights of an accused person.(l)

Among them the ‘articles 134,135

are the mest important i.¢. the right
to be willing or mnot willing to give
his testimony te interrogators and the
right not to let interrogators use amy
meansg, either manipulations, or threats,
or promises, to force him’ te give a
testimony on any mattex. - . '

In podnt of foct, these rights
arc in most cases viclated as they are
aot known te the accused or as the lat—
ter are unable to protect them. Mostly
there are no arrest warrants, no vi-
sits and bails granted, or nc proper
medical treatment of the accused. The
police offfcers tend te abuse thei:p
authoritics, and threaten and beat the
accused to force them to confess theilxr

15




erimes during their interrogation. In
1981, there  was. reportedly a case in
which seven accused pesple were shor
dead and burned. There is a  loocphole
in one provisien authorizimg interro-
gators to do almost what they  like.
Article 2 of the Crimimal Law Pro—
cedures stipulates that "am interro -
gatien means” collecting evidence or
operating vnder” this Law, with 2 view
to knowing facts, or proving offences
and” tdentifying culprits for further
legal pursuance of - tEe mattexrs!' How
ever, (this Law does mot. contain any
other provisions to- determine criterdia
of . interrogation or a basis on which
it should be cofrducted, thus having no
guarantee that' interrogators will not
be Tempted to use. a‘ "short cut” dia
collecting evidence.This often’ leads
to police beatings’ cof ‘the. accused,
which' {8 considered-~ as an™
means- to foree them to confess their
crimés. A human rights defemse lawyer
in the northeastern province of Khon—
kaen stated that these - beatings.. are
normal durlng interrogation and those
involved 'could even be identified. In
some cases the interrogaters have
taken an accused person to a solitary
place. and later made & report
had escaped; it turms out thas
corpse is discovered dn  a forest
following day.

Even though ‘there have = rarely
been reports about the beazings of po-
litical- detalnees as the number of
those -charged with political  offences
has decreased (-these detainees were
often "killed™ or simply "disappepred”
sn independent  investigation by CGRS
shows that there wwwopu to.. be such
cases of bearingsi '-For c¢xample, in
1982, theve was a:complaint by the peo
ple in the ' northeastern province of
Sakhonmakhon that a district chief of-
ficer had forced 2 communist suspedt
to confess his crimeés by bu him
In the ground uvp £ his neck,'~ Fur-
thermore, interrogaticns were mostly
coupled with psychological threats.
For imstance, some interrogations were
conducted in the night time and lasted
nany hours ‘on end.

the”
the.
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effective. .

titat he .

“* The .stati

reportedly were froquen
i .m.w.c.@m the foll

There 2
beatings in criminal cases. If it '
known to the publie, it is becdus
latives of those beaten had appa
for u,cmﬁ..nm. . In some cases ﬂmwaﬁco.
and villagers were even assembled 1;
protest at the district office orilg
the provincial hall. T

.Emwn

and

The beatings of male detaing

mostly tock cthe forms of kickiny
punches,  the detaineces being hag
cuffed. Sometimes, they were hit wiyp

a hard stuff, for instance, with a gy
handlie. There were some cased’
which police tortured them by burning
their sex organ. Im some cases, PO
lice alleged thar the accused ocpné
mitted suicide, for cxample, by hange
ing themselves to avoid their event
punishment. It also appeared that pg
lice often beat the innocent pecple,
Some are even shot at the spot an L
burned . so that the evidence would be
destroyed. . o

and

and

The data collected on  beating
and misuvse of autherity by police. an
other officers, during 1981-1983, sh
that the accused were beaten in cas
of theft, refusal to stop for n ca
check, rapes, gambling, public ro
Some were beatem because of personal
conflicts. There were ouly few cage
of beatings of . those charged
serious orimes. Many of these accus
people were seriously beatea, .. som
died only . one day afterwards mostl

alone. Taking
of unreported
side, the numb
i pergons should

Sirgation.) s¢
be noted here.

- 5 cagses of threats
ings, 7 persons involved.

= 11 cases of beatings,
scns involved, 2 deaths;
= 8 killings and serilous crimes,
12 persons involved, 10 deaths;

stics compiled by CGRS
owing breakdown :

- 6 cases of beatings, & persoms
involved, 3 deaths;

~ 8 killings and sericus crimes,
19 persons involved,l? deaths;:

and woundw

12 per-

- 11 threats and woundings , 13
persons dlnvolved.

= 12 beatings,1? persons involv-
ed, 3 deaths; .
sat = 14 killings and serious crimes,
i 16 persens involved, 5 deaths;

- 8 threats, 12 persons {nvolved.:

“". These figures were collected from
pzess clippings for the Bangkok regiow

inte account a number
cases In  the country
er of cases and affected
have been higher. (The

cages of misuse of power of rhe police
0£:1984 were reported in Human Rights -

me examplary casea should

; ..H._,.o..n.pmm of Mr.Swacng Chaised

because of serious injurles to th
soft Intermal orgass such as int
tines, liver, spleen, urinary bladd
-which were . so much affceted that
some ecases they could no longexr  funts
tien normally. For dnstance, . ME:
Swgeng Chaisr  was beaten until hi
liver and intestines burat opug, and Mo
Vichai  Wongsechusaph umtil his 1iv
wag torn’ and died of clogged blood
Some were killed after being beate

30 of a duek

KhonKaen, was
Tobbery at ab
12,18

; Hrz.m. village.
At the
Yo recieve vis
s haty,
. L elatives

Aside from beatings, police. W
portédly threatened,weunded and kilé
many people charged with extortion: of
protection fees, robberies,drunkennes$
and causing a public row.

o yag sent

Stated  that
S his igver

U Mr.Svaeng Chalsrl (24 years)

“emdng of the same

wmerchant in the city dis

triet of the notrheastern province of

arrested on charge of -
out 9.00 p.m.on November

82, and was badly beaten afeer.
befng hand-cuffed, ot the

entrance of

Later, he was detaiped

police station, was forbidden

its and to be granted a

Next day 1n the afternoon, his
: appealed

M8 medieal treacment
"1 swollen and his condirions serious.

te the police for
as his face was

to the hospteal in  the
day. The doctor
Ris intestines were torn
badly affected, and that

the patient needed an urgent operation,
The latter stayed at the hospital fer
one month and a half. His relatives
later appealed to the Police Director
that the police had overacted im this
case since Mr.Swaeng was not eriminal
and wes unjustly put on trial om a
double charge of robbery and . resis-
tance to the operations of police ofw
flcers. (Sce Amnex. I) .

The case of Mr.Vichai Wongsechusaph

Mr,Vichal Wongsechusaph (25 years)
electriclan, was arrested. at  sbout
9.00 p.m. om July i4,. 1983, at the
workers' dormitory of a textile fac—
tory via Rajburana Distriet, Bangkok.
He was charged with illegal pessession
of drugs. An eyewltness,  Mr.Charri
See Ngo, reported - thar - after his ar—
rest, two poelicemen kicked and punched
Mr.Vichal who - was alse hit og the
head and his right. flank. with a hard
stuff beliceved to be a big-size elec-
fric torchk, ond was taken to the Buk~
khalo police station. MNext day in the
afternoon, Mr.Vichatl was sti1]l found

loging cousclousness and his mouth was
full of saliva. Hé was taken to the
hospital and died fiveé minutes after.
His nutopsy revealed. that his  chest
was clogged with bloed, the rear parts
of both of his .lungs were badly af-
fected and his liver was  spilt at
five places. The doctor diagnesed
that he died of clogged blood.

Mr.Vichai's sister affirmed that
her brother had been addicted to drug
twe years age and had recovered since
therl. He had become an électrician and
used to worked for My, Chatri.

Following a petition to the gu-
thorities, ap Investigative committec
was set up to enquire into rhe matter
and ruled that the policemen involved
did not"intentionally kill" Mr.Vichai.
The latter’s rclatives will also pursue
the case in the Civil Court.
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Annex I

Sithan Village, WNoimuang
; Sub-District, City District,
ST Khonkaen Province .

- ' March 18, 1982

The Honourzble Directo? of the Police Department,

Subject: Justice for z mom beaten by uop\wn\.n

I, undersigned, 24 years old, wesiding at Number 47 of . the  above
written address, was unjustly seriously injured by some policemen. I woulg
like to submit an account of my story as follows: .

Cn Wovember 12, 1982, at about 9 p.m., I was on my motorcycle on
way back from the City District market where I went to collect money from my
clients. When I.arrived at the cross-section of Miltraphab Road and Maliw
Road, I.met two co-villagers who asked for a 11ft. We.headed back home along
Mileraphab Raad, the two villagers sitting on the back of my motoreyecle. AL
of a2 sudden, one of them asked me to speed upyas they were being chased b
police. T had known nothing about all. that and stopped in fear at . the beginmn
ing of the road leading te the Sithan Village to let them got off,. When th
motorcycle was about to stop, the two jumped off and pushed me forward so
hard that the motoreycle turned upside down.The two men hod fled when a man. on:
smother wmotorcyele. came to me and prescnted himself as policemen while
a shot into the alr, He charged me with robbery and hand-cuffed me. .
refused to let him search me, he kicked and punched wme down te the
At that moment, a patrol police <ar no 44 arrived -at the scene,
policemen sltogether mon out of off. the nbﬂ. hit me and took me to the

uneommitted crime. _s._.”nn I refuscd, I was heaten Mﬂno losing my consciousness
many times. Next day in the umnmﬂ._oon I_regained my consciousness and saw oy
parents and many ! ...<HHwo.wm.nw. who asked to send me to the hespitalk
because I had been seriously iInjured. The permission was granted, 1 was gent
to the Khonkaen Provincial Hispital at 8 p.m. of that day.November 13
I learned later that the first peliceman who beat me is Pol. Sgt. ’
Klinchu,

T have bruises all over my body. The doctor sald that wmy liver p.nm
spleen had burst out, my intestines had been broken, I wunderwent
inrestinal operaticn. The medical documents are enclesed herewith-

My appeal to His Excellency the Minister of Interior for justice
was published by the press (and atzached), but to me avail. I thus beg to
appeal directly to you for your action as you deem appropriate.

Yours most nnmv@nnmaﬂ.%
Swaeng Chaisri
{Mr.Swaeng Chalsri).

of Misuse of Power of the

o some_Caaes

police

: H moununmm
Nw May 1981

Mr.Rewat Phangchad C.mua.wm arrested
on a charge of thefr and brought to

‘the Ciry Distriet police station
: in Mahasarakham province and was

tortured to death in custody.

”wm June 1981

Mr.Phuan Yoc-sena (26) » 4 worker of

; Samyo Company fm Bang Na; Bangkok

was drmvited for questioning by

o poldiee at the Bang Wa police sta-

tion concerning the case of the mo
toreycle of his neighbour which was
lost. In the evenlog his relatives
were told of his death by  the po-
lice. :

. on.:.ovo« 1981

,.zu., Seng wooanrcmnw (27) .a driver in
s Khumphawapee distriet,
provicce was arvested om a - charge
of murder and was tortured to  com— -
“fess by the burning of his teati-

-~ eles by lighted n»mpﬂnnnom.

28 zbﬂnw 1982

: xﬁ.mubnnﬂm Roejana~Fhasaphan (24),a
 tobaceo plantation worker in Lom=Sak

Udernthani

district, Petchaboon province was

:torturcd to confess to a charge of
- theft, by the buraning of his testi-
owo.6les by lighted candles, while ia
7. tha custody of the district police

Station.

.w April 1982

Mr.Yaeng Uthamat {22), a ranger
living in No-Kae a“_.mn.nunﬁ. Nakhon

" Phanom province was arrested  on
M9Til 3 on the charge
.. Wlicary service,snd was found dead

of fleelng

ia the custody of Na-Kase district

= ‘Belice on April 8. FEis father be-
. leved he was tortured to death by

2 pelice, but the police reported
that he hanged :Hamn“_.m

5 May 1982,

Mr.Eoonchai Ek-Chai(25)was tortured
at the market of Phan Thong  dis-
triet, Chonburdi province after be
ing arrested on a charge of receiv—
ing’'a stolen motoreyele. He' died
larer in the custody - of Phan Thong
district police. The police ¢laimed
that he hanged himself.But his sisw
ter belleved that he' was beaten to
death  because his body was bruised
and his face was swollen.

23 June 1982

Mr.Wisznu Seu-Chaem {17) 2 student
of Thai Suriya Technaical College,
Nzkhon Sawan, was arrested together
with his 2 brothers and a friend on
charges ef raping and killing... Be
was tortured by 5 police to confess
to the charges.

23 July 1983

Mr.Po-Leng Sae Ho 'was arrested on a
charge of being drunk and quarel -
ling with his wife. He.was tortured
until his intestines barst out,
while in-the custody of Wang MNam
Yen district- voh_.no station,Prachin
“buri: vH04Hunn.

2 momwmawnn Smw

Mr.Preera Muangnoe (40), head of
teachers at Baan Huay Sal Xhao  in
Tha-Sae district,Chumphorn province
wns arrested and sent te  district
police - station, following 2 brawl

with o policemsn.He was later found,

dead in custody the night after his
arrest. His relatives believed that
he was beaten to death.

October 1983

Mr.Pramoel Boonlab (30} vwho was
arrested on a charge of robbery in
the City distriet, Rayong provinee,
was beaten and tortured on his tes—
ticles while being questioned at
the City police station. .

IT. Threatening and Wounding
October 1981
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Mr.Somphong Jannsit (19), a farmer
in Kamphaengsaen district, Nakhon
Pothom province was beaten by a
patrol policeman of Kamphaengsaen
police station until he lost con-—

sciouness. The policeman accused
him of possessing guns aad bombs,
but he sald he was too . poor to
afford such weapens. Due to his

poverty, he could not afford to be
properly treated at hespital. This
lefc bim unmable  to walk, even -3
montha after the event and his
mother declded to bring him to ask
for justice from high ranking po-
lice of the provinuce.

2 January 1982

A drunken policeman of the Speeial
Branch of the Police Depuartment
beat 3men on their faces,namely Mr.
Praphin Charoenyed, 21,Mr.Som Boon-
prasert,28, Mr.Nit Khawprasert, 28,
with his gun.while they wer¢ attend
ing an open alyr thentre in o temple
of Sam Phran district Nakhon Pathom
province.

22 Februa 1583

Mr.Surin Kamlangphaet (42}, a plae~
tation owner of Ban It sub-district
City district,Angthong province was
threatened by 3 policemen who
charged him with  possessing: an
illegal car. amd.asked: for Bahe
50,000 in ¢xchange for his freedom
despite  the fact that his car was
legally purchased. However, he was
brave cnough te call the local po-
lice to arresc them while they went
back te get the money.

12 March 1983

Mr.Sonchai Neumchan{24) a driver in
Ban Sang district, Prachinburl pro-
vince, was arrested and handcuffed
Without charges by 4drunken police-
men and  Beaten until he lost cons-

clousness and was  later brought
te be detained. He was, however,
h released.

26 June 1983

Mr.Niwat Lowattanatrakul, 21 2 re
porter of S5ri Raja distrier,Chonbu~
ri province,was beaten by 3 police-
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IL1 Murders
4 February 1981

.The policemen were later mc& £o

31 March 1981

11-12 Seprembex 1981

peint, Thamaka district,Kanchanaburl

province, slnee Mr.Decho was afraid
of belng arrested on the charge of
not possessing a car license.

4 April 1982

i My;Sunthern Charocnsuk,33, an owner
of a prostitution house in Cha
‘ehoengaau province was shor dead by
police of the City district police
sration, Chachoengsau province. He
was an important witness in a case
‘afalnst  pelice  of  the station
- ¢charged with threatening and asicing
_n.on money from owners of brothels.

men, who alse shet at him, wnn s.hmm
ed. The police reportedly said ng.
B.:nu_‘ didn't like Niwat.

The head of the Chaibadan  poliee
statfon, Lopburd province with 1g
policemen shot dead Mr.Harn  Pra:
thumkham,a merchant and 6 otherg
and burned them. The murdered Ewno
charged with robbery.

murder by the
victims,

relatives of the

U39 spril 1982

‘Mr.Chasman Onklau,25, of Ban Yern
Feuy, Phayuhakiri district, WNakhon
"$awan province, was shet dead by
police of the district pelice sta-
‘tion. The police put a gun in one
‘of his hands and left a motorcycle

¥r.Charoen Tripornchaisak (47},
merchant, was shot dead by a polid
man after he refused to give  th
policeman money in. exchange . fo
freely cnjoying gambling at-
funeral, LT

9 December 1981

16 _February 1982

on the spot of the 1incident  and
‘teported that the vierim struggled
with the pollice.
14 Auguse 1982
i Mr.Surin Nilchan,24, and 'Mr.Ud Rak-
v saphram,23, at about §.30 p.m. were
.no-beaten and shot dead while xiding
% onra motareycle  on their way back
heme from the rubber plantation,
z following a brawl with policemenof
Thachana police station,Surat Thani
province. The twe-had yelled at the
police who shone. a torch In their
faces.
L May 1983
STAY about 19 p.m. Mr.Boonchan Poru-
Bonkhan,35, a villager of Bam Nong
o i+3awan, Tha Nok Daeng sub  district
: Seka district, Nong Khai was ap-
“Tested without charges and forced
%2 leave his house and Ffollow 1
Policeman and a Village Defense
Volunteer to the woods ncarby. He
was found dead the followling morne
i .Hn,m in cthe woods.
Slhprir 1983
oM Suwan Sumanthong,53, 3 farmer of
8ila Thip sub-district, Chaibadan
i 8istricr, Lopburi province was shot

Mr.Amphorn Sunthorn-Wiphat,(25) am
Mr.Chai Praphan, villagers of Non
Pradu sub-district,Laukwean nE.mnﬂ.nn
Karnchanabuxl province - were arres
od and later dragged from custody
te be shot.,

Mr.Sa-ad Kiatphaw, & farmer of Hua
Nam Hom Village, Lard Yao districty
Nakheor Sawan province,was shot dea
in his village after a group of pas
trol policemen searched the willage:
and accused the villagers of beln
communist sympathizers. His corps
was later burned. They also robbed:
several villagers of their money
and valuables. It was reported that
the incident was masterminded by &
local influential wman who wanted
the villagers' land and would' Lik
to eviet them. o

Yr.Deche Daemmatam (19) and Mr.Pra~
tueng Chalyod {60) were beaten and
shot dead by 5 policemen of Thamakd
pelice statlon after they falled to
stop the car at Ban Kao Chong check

(1)

(3

Seurdp,

dead by a politeman who came to
visit and drink with him. = The po~
liceman asked for some meat when he
wis going back home but was refused
and came back to shoot Suwan. ’

Defendants’ riphts, Documents by

lawyor Charn Kaewehusal, from the
seminar "People ‘and the Justice
Process" orgemized by the lawvers

Association of Thailand on Novem—
ber 13, 1982

The case of Mr.Mangkorn Saen-Ngamm
who was arrested with his
7 relatives in the evening of April
25, 1980 on the highway to Ban Hua
¥a Khom, Nong Bua Daeng distries;
Chaiyaphum province on his way
back home from the celebration of
his dister’s’ morriage In anether
village.He was not informed of any
n?ﬁ.mn at first, but was brought to
be detatined in a temple nearby.How-
ever ,after midnight he was brought
to be questioned and was beaten
and forged to  sigm on a plece of
paper. In the morning his face was
swollen and  his right jow broken
He was charged with illegally pos-
sessing fircarms and murdering a
village defence volunteer on April
11,1980 despite the fact that at
the time he was  witnessed to be
helping build a wvillage dam with
other nelghbours,

A complaint of Mr.Sud Srinonetr to
Sakon Nakhon MPs. on July 7,1982.
In October 1981,he was arrested on
charges of possessing firecoarms and
belng a communiat aympathizer and
wag burled up to his neck In  a
hole which he himself had dug. Mr.
Noophin Mingmitr and- Dr.Chaiyern
Ratanawiiarn also cemplained that
their brothers disappcared after
being brought te be questioned by
government officials of Saken Na
khon province.

In another case 5 men of Baan None
Neng Hal Village,Kasctsomboon dig-
trict, Chalyaphum province, North<
cast of Thalland  werer allegedly
killed by =z group of 40 soldiers
while they and other six villagers
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who managed to escape death were
fighing in a reserve forest in Phu
Khiew on March 21, 1983. According
to Mr.Liam Lekachoke, head of Baan
None Nong Hai Village,relatives of

the deceased weve stopped by
military whe opened fire inc
sky when they walked frem th
village to Phu Kiew with an Infe;
tion to retrieve the five coxps

aertain their "bosses” from Banghkok
/and elsewhere when they are in Phuket.
4s-mentioned zbove, this sum is
;éd ‘on - a protection fee of 50 baht
or prostitute per night.It partly ex-

(™ Five Prostitutes Burned Alive in Phuket

fafns’ why brothel owners con 111~
treat their prostitutes as freely as
they, Like.

ﬁ._..m connection with the local po-

On  Jaouary 30, 1984, about noon-
time, a fire broke our at a brothel
burned by Mr. Leng or Koleng Thien -
agarm, on Bangkok Road, iIm the City
District of the southern Province of
Phuket. Five young girls—by the names
of Chakhorn Sriphila, Khaek, Rat ,
Dac and Phot {the surnames of the last
four were not given) - who had been
detained for prostlturion, wore burned
alive, and ten more lnjured. The filre
spread to 14 more brothels and a member
of houses nearby. Some cye~wltnesses
reported having seen chains in  the
arca of these burned brothels. (GRS,
the Friends of Women Group and the
Jorth Solidarity Club(Chomrom Chas-neu
Somphant) fnvestigated the Lncident in
Phuket and cxchanged focts and views
with members of the Cultural and So-
clal Commission of the House of Repre-
sentatives, alse dispatched to enquire
inte the tragedy on the spet. Informa-
tion obrained from all sources avalla-
ble presents the following pleture.

Prostitution in Phuket

Prostitutien is a2 beooming business
in the southers Provinee of Phulket,
the biggest island in Thailand on the
Andaman coast.  The island i3 known for
its cbundance of mnatural resources
such as. goconuts, rubber, cin, and
also known as one of the wmost beauti-
Ful touristaites in the Kingdom. Pros-
tituticn has develeped into o lucra-
tive business since the government
first pursued a policy to promote Phu-
ket as the Tourist Centre for the
Seuth. Therefore ir is not astonishing
to learn chat there are slmost  one
hundred entertainment clubs with ser—
vice girls. Byothels alone number 36.

22

jJige: 'is so effeetive that brothel
ers will be informed beforehand
sboul amy cveRtual police 'raids and,
iperefore, will remove for a while
theif prostitutes oxr will leave be-
iind some "low quality” prostitutes to
face the police. Lf by chance they are
‘eaught unawares, they could be bailed
it when needed. In July 1982, there
wi# one striking case In which the
Ceourt | asked a youmg girl who had been
forced ‘to prostitution, to so confess
o the presence of the local police
officers who had rcfused to take down
Ry testimony. The court finally ruled
“that the girl be sent to the Pakkred
: Occupational Training Centre in Bang-
kok. " She was thus saved from any fur-
ther proatitution. In most cases,pro-
stitutes will be released on bail by
‘public prosecufors or the pelice  nnd
“conly a few of them will be pur on
trial. The Chiecf Judge of Fhuket Pro-
vince stated, for example,. that during
Qckober 1982-September 1983, out of
over™ 200 prostitutes arrested oenly
o seven-were tried in  the courz. In
‘g¢meral, cthe pelice, will allegedly
‘weaken -the cases in such a way that no
. evidence can be produced-the arrested
“wemen will be charged not with prosti-
tublon, but with "illegal gathering in
3 brothel"=and that,  consequently, no
cne‘will be put-on trizl. If a prosti-
‘tute forfeirs her'bail, - the court may
' lsgde”an grrest warrant against  that
prostituze. The police reportedly will,
bowever, not arrest the person against
“hon the warrant is out, and will in
somé-cases go so far as to change the
tame of the prostitutes who- are re-
irrested. The brothel owners will in
™3t cases deliberately let their pro-
Stitutes forfeit their bail to prevent
them from being sent to the Oceupa=

According to a survey conducted byiy
provincial health burcau, thete s
altogether 913 service girls at difs
rent entertainment clubs in the pf
vinee. This figure iIs believed zo
well below the real figure since am
ber of entertainment clubs weré n
covered by the survey. ;

Prostitution is a big busines
It is reported, for example, that some
local influentinl people losn out: Bk
eredits to some brothel owners, “he
nostly have mo difficulty in reimbu
ing these loams in a short periodic
time. Some filgures 1n, the chaing
this business are noteworthy: ' -
tomexs pay each time 70-~150 baht. (
baht = 1-US -dellax) for the sexvice
provided; each  prostitute entertal
on average -5-10 customers per nigh
gets for each service rendered 10 bah
aed  will met  be  glven wore thand
baht per week to prevent her from: es
caping; policemen involved get a prs
tection fee of 50 baht per prostitull
pexr night; and the brothel owner ge

the rest, which he spends on construcky:
ing rooms, on recruiting proscitut
into his brothel, on some agmount £0
the pareats,on a commission for prog
titute « recruiters. and plmps,
on providing other secrvices

Although prostitution is 1llegsh
(under the Prostitutien Prevention
Law), 1t i3 practiced cpenly. I
pertedly enjoys, among other
protection from the local polide.
brothel owners, in exchange, will-p
a homdsome guw of money te high rad
ing police officers who will use 1t ¢

_only slight punishments will be-inflie- ;

ment or ‘fined only 4,000 baht.

tional Trainming Centre in. Bangkok, and
will prefer to semd them for prostitu-
tion elsewhere. By thesc means many
young girls will never enjoy amy pro-—
tection from outglide and continue to
be forced to preostitution.

~Even though in some cascs some
brothel owners are tried and convicted,

ted on them, The police will mostly
cnforee, not the Penal Code which pro- ;
vides for severe punishments, but the bt
Progtituticn Prevention Law — under
which, for instance, a prostitute-re—
eruiter will be sentenced ~at the most
to a  three ~ month Imprisonment or
fined 3,000 baht or both, and & bro~
thel owner or superviser will be sen—
tenced £o o maximum onewyear imprison—

Mr. Koleng, owner of the bBrothel
where thé fire broke out, had been ar-
rested twice in November last vyear.
Following his ' first arrest, his case
wag dropped by the police and never
reached the court. In the second case,
he was sentenced to 2 six-month term
but had ® forfeited his bail znd the
police did not care to re-arrest him.
fe had Been well=known to the police
as a broker who ¢onstantly bailed out
his prostitutes and cellected protec—
tion fees for the police.
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The day of the tragedy

- At poontime of the day of the in-
cident, a gas tank expleded in Mr.
Leng's brothel where some people werc
cooking. A fire broke out and spread
to a surrounding row of wooden houses
or shop = houses. An imvestigation on
the spot showed that both the. front
and the rear walls of the brothel were
almost blank with: only some ventila-
tion openings on the upper part of the
walls. The front jrom gate was per—
manently closed and, at some parts,
locked.” The front doors of the wooden
houses had also been sealed up, simply
o make' believe that cthese brothels
had been clesed down following a po-
lice round - up. .In faet, they re-
malned open  since Gustomers went in
through the rear entrance. Young girls
were detained day in and day out in
these  dimly ~ 1it brotrhels. One es-
capee from Mr. Koleng's brothel stated
that most of the girls were asleep at
the time of the incident. When one
girl saw the fire, she shouted for
help and asked the superviser to  une
lock the deor, but to no avail. The
girls were ordered to atay still until
the fire was raging and filled the
room with amoke. They could not, how-
ever, leave the room since 1ts front
and rear exits were sealed up by dou=
ble iron deors. They thus broke open

the glass wall used as their show win—
dow and escaped. The heat was such
that thelr clothes caught fire, and
some girls took them off and ran out
of the brothel alwost naked., As for
the five prostitutes whe perished in
the fire, three of them had first
tried to get up at the c¢all of their
friends, but fell asleep again. Some
cycwitnedses reported that these girls
had been forced to take sleeping pills,
thus could not wake up and lost their
senses when they were suffocated by
the smoke. The other two girls ran off
to the front exit, but could nor break
open the iron deors and started shout-
ing for help but in vain. The brothel
was soon fully ablaze, the roof fell
down upon them. All the five were
trapped and burned to death.
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The life in che brothel

were separated.
ago, she was still a Grade b stude
of the Udormthanl Provineial .wonouapuw
School, and was staying at a dormitg
in the city district of Udornthani p
vince, northeast Thailand, when g
was luxed by 2 man called Doa to go
Phuket. She was drugged and, as ap
sult, half aslecep all the way, and §
nally foreed to preostitution ac Mr
leng’s brothel. Women were often s
verely beaten either by a pimp nomg
dr.Wiphol Thengdee or by Mr.Kol
himself. Nobody put up any resistap
and they were detalned day in and d
out within the brothel to praven
their ecscape. The prostitutes we
not given any writing materials le
they should write to their parents fo
help. At times some customers Helpe
transmit their messages, as in  th
case o0f Miss Phet, one of the £
young girls who were burned alive, b
her parents did not come in time. The
were ordered to keep silent in the
room, any strange sound would promp
the pimps to hurry in and check if any
of them was trylng to escape.

The brothel provided two meals-
day : a breakfast before they went. t
bed, and a dinmer after they woke wp
They mostly went to bed without breaks
fast because of sleepiness. When the
were ill they had to do without prope
treatment or took cheap medicineg,
continued to cntertain  customexd
Otherwise they would be beaten @
forced to take a kind of medicine
which was so bitter that they threw up
till they were exhauvsted. If they wed
soerfousiy 1ll or suffered from. venere
diseases, the brothel owncr would
merely buy medicine for them and neve®
send for a doctor. Onme brothel owmel
in the area put a big group of prostis
tutes affected by venercal discases i
2 truck, as they do to a herd of cd
tle, and sent them for.injectionm at
the provincial health office.

. Road:
“penta L
g aDOTE

“per sexvice. In case of

“months ago

_The girl further stated that
imes she stayed In- service  from
to 6 A.M. and alept uninterTup~
+h ten or more <customers of

whether they were untidy,
g, or drunk. She would be
yeaten if she refused to sleep with

Kok
- eustemer. Brothels ou the Bang
wy in the city district- of Phuker
e visited by mine workers and fisher-
8% 1f any prostitute became pregnant,
fonist would be sent for. Two
¢ three days aftexr the abortiom, the
. cute would be forced . teo resume
“nomnw serlous dis=-
ken to and
4, WmAny women were ta
annmmunm in the hospital. If they
rvived, they would be forced back to
progritution. 1f they died, the hespi-

ral could mot contact thelr parents
sipee 4t had not been given any ad-
drese for any urgent correspondence

oxcept  that their friends from -the
same village would do so- .

e story of Phot

The mother of Miss Pbot, onc of
the girls whe perished in the fire,
said weepingly that she had been in—

" tormed of her daughter's death by ome

of the survivers. She stated that two
. Mr.Koleng and friends went
to her village din Jomthong District,
Thiengmal Province, ond rold the vil-
lagers that they were locking for a
nugber of young girls for a special,
wspecificd, kind of work in Phuker.

Théy very credulously let thelr daugh~

ters go with the visitors since there
was a native of Chiengmal accompanylng
them. Mr.Koleng gave her and the other
two or throe girls' parents an advasce
sum of 6,000 baht. Slightly after rhat
she got o letter from her daughter
saylng that she-had no more future
whatsoever,  since she had beern beaten
and foreed by Mr.XKolemg to prostitute
herself.. The: only way out was to
redeem her with a- refund of 6,000 baht
ts Mr.Koleng. The mother had used up
the: momey and had net found the sum
when- her daughter was burned alive in
Phuket.

Other cascs

Among the young girls wounded by
the fire was Miss Hongyok Manisaeng,
15 yeats old, a native of the nerth-
castern province of Loci. She had becn
lured to prostitution for a short pe—
riod of time im the eity district of
inother tortheastern province of Tdorn-
thani, from where she was gsold-out to
Mr.Koleng at the price of 8,000 baohr.
T cxchange for this she had o work,
or so she was told, to cbtain 20,000
baht to redeem herself. She had been
informed that she would = get 10 baht
for one customer entertained, but had
been in Mg.Koleng's brothel fox four
days'-without having got’ amy sum of
woney before the tragedy took place.

Dr.Yupha Udowsak, President of
the Culturnl and Social Commission of
the House of Represcntatives, inters
viewed a former prostitute from Mzr.Ko-
leng's brothel who had been arrested
together  with Mr.Keleng in November
last -year, ~following a police raid in
retaliation against the pimp's refusal
to let some policemen éntertaim them~
slves f£ree of charge. - The girl was
later ordered by the provivicial court
of Phuket to be sent for ocecupational
training--at the Ban Pakkred Welfare
Centre in Nomburi Province near Bang-
kek. She told Dr.Yupha that she had
been forced ac gunpoint by ome of Mrx.
Keleng's men te prostiture herself, or
they would bury her body In a conerete
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tube  in the backyard. Another girl
told Dr.Yupha that she had been at time
beaten wntil she fainted, for the sim—

ple fact that she had talked too long
with o customer or because ~she had

been found with a pen  in her room
without amy specific reason(- the. pimp

fearing most probably she would write

to her paremts). The third girl said

that once she refused to have an abor-

tion and was . about to glve birth te 2

child, Mr.Koleng did not allow her te

go to the hospital but instead sent

for a midwife. She said very patheti-

cally that she did not cven see the

child when he was born and lfmmediately

taken away from the brothel. She mere-
1y learned later that the child had

been sold to somebody else.

The case of Pol.Sgt.Prasert

A police sergeant called Prasert,
whose surpame is wknown, attached to
the ¢rime Suppression Bureau in Bangkok.
had been. askeé by Mr.Meun Pokaul - who
had been - informed by a well-wisher
that his daughter was detained as &
prostitute in Mr.Xeleng's brothel ~ to
intervene to get her relcased. Messys.
Prasert, Meun and Kob Rakhub(the well—
wisher), tegether with one reporter of
a Bangkok-based newspaper, subsequent-
ly contacted Mr.Koleng who promised to
release  the glrl and pay them 2,000
baht each. After having pald the sum,
ke went straight to report to the lo—
cal police station that Mr.Prasert and
fricends, had blackmailed him. The for-
mer were arrested and | put on trial.
The Supreme Court finally cenvicted Mr.
Prasert and. the reporter of blackmadl
and seatenced them to 2 twowyear impri-
sopment. each; the other twe defendants,
Messrs.Meun and Kob were released. Mr.
Prasert and the reporter roemain in de-
tention .at -the Phuket Provincial De-
tention Cemtre watil this day.

The government offiecials’ reaction and
the women's groups' recommendations

Imnediately after the tragedy,
the pelice arrested Mrg.Waew Thien~
ngam aad Mz Wiphol Thongdee - respec-
tively Mr.Koleng's wife and right-arm
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man, the pimp. Cther adjaceat brog
cwners together with thelr prostitutes
had fled te the neighbouring provingg
An arrest warrant was issued againg
Mr.Koleng only. The latter surrendery
himself on February 3, this year. "

In the wake of this sensation
incident mony high-ranking officialg
were dispatched to the sceme and [
ter issued thelr respective statemeng
Some officimls tried to defend . the

Eviction of
Nakhonsawan

salves aod thelr subordinates. T Y :

move to defuse the tense situatiy <E&.%®H-m
ereated by the tragedy, three high

ranking police officers attached

the city distriet police station.we

bod : : sheen
transferred elsewhere. One of them vag Although much effort has -he

the police station chicf, who had besy b BVeR by  the ﬁEomoMm . mnmﬁr%“
gbsent from Phuker and was Thavin rights groups: ta apped the ¢ Jn ©
lunch with friends at a commerci; case- £0 the mo<o§woﬂﬁ umnnnwov.cmmn

centre in Bangkok at the time of th crned, and to  Ilnform the pudiic.

“through the :
hag been made. It appears thatr the
rillagers wlll not be glven any other
wolee tham te leave their lands and
‘settle in the arcas provided for them.
tesides, the villagers not only faced
‘threars from government officlals, but
“alse psychelogical intimidagion from
thg military.

ineident. Furthermore, there ensued:
series of pelice ralds on differe
brothels, the owners of which, as eam
lier mentioned had wmostly fled wik
thelr prostitutes to other provinces

On February 11, this year nan
women's groups jointly organized
panel discussion at Thammasat Univers
ty in  Bangkek, at the end of whi

77 . on Decenber 9,1983 pine represens
= rarives- of the nine sub-districes of
laktion Sawan prevince led by Mrs.Kroe

they recommended the government pursu Serada went to air thelr mﬁﬁmsﬂom
the Phuket matter most seriously and and handed a petition to nd”.._.n mﬂgwﬂr

. s 2 . - , vk in-
in conjunction "with other organizd Special noauhn.nnn Mncmwmww,.. a e
tions, look for ways and means ko e “fluences and . obseleto LWy

solve the problem of preostitution,

well as overcome the artitudinal bars ing. the abrogation of the

Trese i s Nalklhion

rier, that is, not to trecat prostifw Mwwwmunm Wreserved! lands of Nal

* .

fos as. Tsecond class citizens® am In mid December rvepresentatives

re. ) ; .
= of'the villagers and human rights
fréups visited seversl polizical par—

One question arises from this - :
; ! Tieg cra £o appeal the case.

tragedy : had therc not been any young £ and newspape PP

" THé¥ were later informed by 3 politi-~
Yal party that the Commitece onm Mild-
tiry Affalrs of the House of Represen-
tatives was going to take up the case.
later on January 16, 2 representatives
¢ handed another petition to the office

girls perishing in the fire,. would
the whole imeident - like many otherst
have been thrown imto oblivion ? Would
everybody concerned have continued to
lead his peaceful 1ife, ignoring ent
tirely whether the fate of other simiy
larly-suffering prostitutes would con?

stitute a cause for concern to the gO7
vernment ? .

mass media,little progress

n
treate unfairness in seoclety. Tequest=
decree on the

+.ofthe ' Under — Secretary to the Prime
Mnigter 0ffice, following the sugges-
ton of the Senate Special Commirsee 3
days bofore.They were given a positive

respouse, and told that the office
would study the foets.and act as &
middleman for the villagers. Dr.Paibun
fhunprasit went te discuss with the _
provincial officials and visited the !
areas on Febuary 6,1984

Ou February 23, a team of 7 MPs
representing the Committee. on Military |
Affairs of the House of Representa-
cives went fact finding and  visited
the arcas. concerned ond listemed to
the complaints of the villagers.

Despite all this activity the vil
lagers syill faced some threats from T
local government pfflicials and psy- |
chological intimidation from the mili~
tary. Before January 14, the day CGRS
and the students went to offer money
and neccessitics to the menks in a
village temple for a -Buddnist cercmony.
the district ehief and the head of the
city district police station had
chreatened heads of sub~districts and
villages riot to orgmize digcussions
on the land problem,or else they would
be arrested. They were also told not
to co-operate with cutsiders who came
to gather information gince they could
not help the villagers and would create
disorders. And on the day of the cerem
mony, In the morning police were sent
to meet the leaders of the villagers
and agked. them net to create any moves
ment or gathering o express their
ideas sbout their rights to the lands.
The militaxy and the provincial offi~
cials also come to make an offering
for the monks without first informing
the village organizers. Thus fear
spread amomg  the villagers., so that
most of them did not dare show up and
participate in the ceremony .Apart from
this, Mrs.Krae and - other representa=
tives were accused of being communist
sympathizers. .

Psychological aecticns of the
military were alse conducted in the
form of musical entertainment and dis-
cussions with some groups of villagers.
They tricd to confirm that the lands
with title deeds would mot be taken.

However, on March 22, -the Third
Army called for a meeting among. 5
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military and govermment divisions.con-
cerned,namely the military (the repre-
sentative of the .Commander-in-Chief,
the Third Army Secretary,the Commander
of the 4th Precint Army)}, the provine
cial representative. (the Governer of
Nakhon Sawan), representative of the
Office of the Under-Sceretary to the
Prime Minister Office,a representative
of the Land Departwent aund the repre-
sentative of the Royal Propertics Sceoe
tion of the Treasury Department (all
governmental lands, accerding ‘to the
law lssued in 1975, are owned by this
soction but may be leased by the Sec-
tion to the govermment gagencies con-
cerned} and announced for drilling
exerclse.

At present a large part of the
land, most of 'th¢ ecastern part of the
roed from Khoa Khicw te Bang Prab Camp
and some part of the western side{this
arca is indicated i1m the map with
dashes) 1a urgently wanted for connon
bambing exercises and permanent battle
field exercises 1n whichH the soldiers
can be trained for rexl battle in
dvery scason. They eiced that 1t would
be much more cconomical to use these
areas becauge the army has no budget
for moving  troops for cxercise and
this arca zlso e¢nable the soldier to
go back and forth within a day.

The se-called "intruders" would
be allewed to stay znd  cultivate the
lands st1l1l wowanted by the army. But
where the army would like to use the
land, the army will request them to
leave or provide them with
new land, And those who do net have
ritle deeds,will have to rent the land
from the Reyal Property Section,Trea-
sury Department. This confuses the
villagers, who wondering why they have
“te rent thelr own land. The Army will
also ask che villagers in the mention-
cd area te move to the reserved land
in Lard Yoa, Tha Take and Nomg Bua
districts within this yecar.

The Third Army, during mid-March
to mid-April, also organized several
training programmes on "Political Idea
lism and Development”, which recruited
a large number of the wvillagers,
including the leaders who struggled
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" In January a  group of squatters
von six Bangkok slums held a five-day
to discuss rthe problem of

The seminar, ™Ihe Right te
the City: The Poor, the Land
and the Law', was organized by the
Building Together Asseciaticon, a non-
- government  self-help housing agency,
fter four days of discussion, the
‘3quatter  leaders  presented  thelr
s recommendations, in o nmeeting with
reprégentatives of the Xarional lous—
ing Authority,Their proposals included:
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~.legal aid for squatters, either
fram the Public Prosecution Deparcment,
the' Lawyers: Association of Thailand or

....7 Nanu

other private ageneies;

S oo T Rovermment recognirion of  po-
pularly clected squatter organizations;
o = legislation to guarantee squat—

ters thelr basic rights;

* more cocrdlinated afd  from pri-
Mte volunteer proups,and more support
for. the squatters’ own effores at

T
oxe,

anjzation and self-help.

for their lands. They introduced ¢r
teria on how to wecognize cormunlsl
and emphasized that they should beliel
only the govermment and not any othe
Actually  this programme is meant 4]
pecially for the leaders and the vl
lagers whe are involved in the struggl

over the disputed lands. Ho,uunov oaly five slum communities

The case was alse broadcast o8 mwcm..mcnnmwmmcwHw fought  ewviction
the milictary broadcasting  chaonels mnmmﬂm and won the right to thelr
saying that Thal people should. giV M. Ansther 84 slum peckets are

priority to the natfonal security @ SUrontly threatencd with  evietion by
. ,?kyﬁnowvnmqpnmosuonw.

clse there would be no nation,

Seminar on *“Human Rights Problems in ASEAN"

Om March 3, 1984, the Regional
Council on Human Rights in Asia (Thai
section) eorganized a seminar on "Human
Rights Problems in ASEAN" at Thammasat
University. The seminar, attended by
30 people dinvolved Im human rtights,
i.e.prosecutors,lawyers,leeturers, and
human rights activists, presented sum=
mary reports on the human rights
situation in ASEAN countries and cited
examples of vielations, e.g. a large
number of political prisoners in the
Phillippines, special power  authorized
by the National Security Act in Malay-
sla, the "Death Squads" in Indonesia.
Focusing on Thailand, the president of
the Thal section,Thongbal Thongpac-the
wellknown human rights lawyer — pre—
sented his report on 57 peolitieal pri-
soners.(See some of the details in Po-
lirienl Cages HRTR Vol.6 No.3and Human
Rights Situation 1983 and News  from
Thailand in this iszsuve.) He also dis-
cussed the 49 prisoners summarily sen—
tenced by special orders of the Prime
Minister of the interim Constitutions
1976, 1977 and 1978 and the 27 pri
soners walting for deportation. - He
sald - the government's claim
of no politieal prisoners was untrue.
Several people held for political

offences were. dealt with- on  eriminal
. . | )




charges to avoid criticism. Moreover,
an unknown number of political prison—
ers are alse detained in the Mrehabi~
1irated" Karunyathep Centres or 1o
some secret houses, he safld.

In general, several rights and
frecdoms mentioned in the Coastitution
are still pot guarantced by law. Mar-
tial law still authorizes cases Ruch
a8 crimes against the state, communist
charges, and lese majeste to be tried
in military court without vights for
further appeals.

At the comclusion of the seminar,
the council agreed to launch campalgns
on political prisoners, abrogations of
marcial law, amnesty for communist
defectors and permission for conmviets
walting for deportation to have wmoxe
freedom of movement.

Abolition of Prostitution Control Act Proposed

To mark International Women's Day
on March §, women's groups and human
rights groups jolntly organiscd a semi-
nar titled "Anti-Flesh Trade" at the
State University Burcau.

The seminar 1s part of their
geck~long campalgn to inform the pub-—
lic about the problem of a large num~
per of Thal women who are lured and
forcod imto slavery. It also atms at
pressing the authorities for immediate
action against £lesh trade operators
and a long-term policy te solve rural
poverty which has pushed many women
into the trade.

The two-day scminar agreed to
propose to the goverament the aboli-
tion of the Prostitution Control Act,
which imposes punishments only om pro-
stitutes while those ewploiting them
can gveld legal action. This law on-
ly mentions that legal actions will be
taken against women who are opeunly
spotted offering themselves for sexual
pleasure to men to earm 4 living, bur
it cammot control prostitution inside
nassage parlours, restaurants, hotels,
tea-houses, coffee ghops and barbers
where "prostitution is not obvious."
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Participants said the law szl
1y coumtrols women, ond not pimps
procure¥s—on imposition on the wo
human rights. -

The seminor also. called for:
smendment to the Criminal Code teo
pand the scope of punishments to <@
pimps, procurers and brothel owne

Moreover,the Entertainment Pla
Contrel Act should alsc be amended
provide equal shares of profits b
tween "scrvice giris" and the owné
of entertaoinment places, as well 28
require owners to provide health 3¢
vice to thelr "serviee giris". 7~ 7

Participsnts agreed that the abd
mentioned proposed legal measures s.im,
be submitted to the government $00%

For social measurcs, the semi®
concluded that human rights proups %
the government should urgently work
gether In solving the white sla
problems.

‘On Moreh 8, Miss Kamelchip Sun-
thernchuen,secretary geotral of "Thai-
nd Might Girls’ Group” and dozen of
jee girls™ met the Press and
sclarved its formation.They announced
their aims of educating "service girls”
‘ou.their rights and providing them
with . occupaticnal training S0 that
they, can carn thelr living from cer—
tain.. skills after they leave  the
*tlesh-trading business’.
. The recent tragedy of a group of
forced prostitutes burned o death 1in
‘a brothel in Phuket province was cited
to-be an  inspiritien for Miss Kamol-
thip snd her colleagues to set up the
“group. .
g Fifteen co-founders. conprising
wiversity lecturers and social acti~
vists, were introduced to Che Press
after which a2ll of them jointly signed
1 declaration and vowed to work toge~
ther for the sake of "service glrls"
throughout the country-.
“Mr.$anan Santiyz, the president
the group said the £ight for the
ights of"service glrls’is averybody's
ey  because ''women are human belngs
rd they must enjoy their rvights and
freedom.” He alse said further that
ity women,because of poverty amd lack
¢f education, have no alternative but
.ma....mnHH thelr service”

i Another service zirl sald the law
Bie been unfair to "service girls”
$inge they alone are arrested and oot

ﬁonw“ {nvolved 1w prostituticn,

Workers' Rights Violations

The Labour Department in March
revealed that 27 per cent of 6,000
factorics in Bangkok and suburban pro
vinces were violating the minimum wage
law.

There alse occurred coases of
workers facing f£atal dangers or unfalr

trearment from the employers. C0n Feb.
20, 130 women workers in ocne of the
biggest canned fish factories in the

South-Chotiwat Factory in Songkhla pro
vince- were injured from the leakage
of awmonia . and from their injuries
when they tricd to cacape from the se-
cond floor since the only gate was
jocked. One worker died and 12 other
were in sericus conditionm. The owner
said he weuld pay 30,000 baht for the
dead and 5,000 baht cach fer the se
dead andS,000bant each for the sexious
cases.

In snother case a male workexr and
his 3 children were buried alive while
they were asleep by the collapse of the
sub-standard ceatructed floor of a ho~
tel building still undex congtruction
in Huay Kwang,Bangkok,and his wife was
sertously injured on March l.  Unllke
the first case, Zworkers wera axrested
instead of the enginecrs and the owners
on the charge of neglecting  thelr
duties.

1n thd caosc of 2,000 workers of
Bangyikhan distillexy in Bangkok who
staged »  strike demanéing {mproved
working conditiens and salary strues
rures and other venefits according to
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the contract the former cmployers had

set on Feb.27.After three days,on March

1,the employers ordered the factpra
closed and soldiers were brought to
surround it,while workers were prohi-
bited from eatering.However,om April5,
the Minister of the Interior ordered
the employers to reopen  the factony
from April 12 onwards followed severzal
vounds of negotiations. '

Militia System for City Slums

Speaking at o seminar of communi~
ty leaders at the suditorium of the
National Housing Authority, Supreme
Commander and Army Commander—in- Chief
Cen.  Arthit Kamlang-ek revealed a se-
eurity-related development programme
for slums im the city, to deter infil-
tration by communlst clements.

The new development concept 1s
"Yutthapattana {Strategic Development)
for Crowded Communities Plan." Its
general model iz to organise masses in
"econgested areas” under administration
of 1 defence wolunteer gystem o ward
off poasible communist {Infiltration
ameng the urban poor, according to Go-
vernor of the National Housing Authe-
rity, Lt. Gen Yuthasak Klongtruatroke.
He said, for imstance, the defence vo-
lunteer system will be used as  the
core for the administration pf slum
people who have been given new housing
facilities by the NHA.

The programme will be carricd out
by the NHA in cooperation with the
First Army Region and the Bangkok Me-

tropolitan Administratiom. The NHA
Governor said that the slum people
will be divided into groups, about 40

with a leader belng as-
signed to each growp. They will elect
3 chairman and they will try to rTun
thalr own communities on their own.

az

members cach,

m_mm_.“_.m.zono found buricd in the monas—

‘grea.He fainted when the officilals
e to search the momastry. He tad 50
fellowers who would build god statues,
iuddha statues o others according to

" pis orders.

“another 2 persons namely Mr.Somnuk
“ﬁ»umﬁ; 46, and Mr.Sal Rajbua were
“tso arrested on the same charges. The
ree were detained In Nong Khai Pro-
neial Prison.

. gn Feb. 6, 1984, Mr.Kasem Anukul,
, head of Ban Pak Kleng School, Rom-
zinee sub-district, Khapong district,
fhan -Nga province; & menk - Phra Kru
snyathigun —  the abbot of Pak Klong
remple; together with 7 villagers wexe
sducted by a group of seldicrs of 273
iit, Civilian-Police-¥ilitary Unlt4Z,
Sprat Thani provimee and disappeared.
tater a group of teachers and the head
26 the Primary Department of the dis-
fet, who went to appeal for help to
director of the Provineial Primary
9ffice, reported thar the §  persons
re still under investigatien.However,
ey were imformed that since Phra Kru
irpnyathigun was -sick,he would be sent
- backl on Feb.9.

up in Januvary 1984 in Wat Palto
Saphan Kwal, and Baan Krua Nua:
Patbumwan avea, two among a total  §

ing courses gradually,” sald the

Coverner.

The "Yutthana Flan", which is
security-relaved policy of the
not only indlcates an attempt to
pond the army rtole to control socl
machanisms, but also draws a cleal
picrure about the relationship betwe
rhe government organisation’s office

and the Army. T “The.9 persons were suspected of

dmeunicaciag with the Communist move=

The securicy-related developuent: AtE. -

plan has already been carried out it
the upcountry oreas, but now it
alse applied fin the "congested are
to prevent commumist Infiltration
the urban arcas. ’

Death Sentences

“ In 1983, another 3 men In 3 casecs
vere-sentenced to death -

ArTests

On Feb.3,1984 Mr,Bunleu Surirat
56, who ran a wellknown momastry "Ka
koo Buddhists Association” irn Ban$
maggl, Hot Kham sub-distriet,
district, Nong Khai province was
rested by 100 police, village def
volunteers, and I80C officials on
charge of lese majeste,deceiving pe%
ple and destroving the unational 8¢
curity. Five pots with lists of King®
the Royal Family, the Cabinet, thed
pietures and their wax puppets T
gether with direy things under omin

- Mr.Sunthoran Klincham, 18, was
found guilty of murdering and robbing
i3 former cmployers om Jamwary 1,198%.
Adecalso tried te set fire to a three-
Storey building in Bangkapi, Bangkok
“here he worked for the couple.

oo —Mr.Weerasak Sa=nga-ngarm,26,was

%Em guilty of nurdering Miss Lordkaew
Stasen,20, with a knife in a robbery

itempt in Phrakhanong area, 2anglkek,

3 February 26, 1983.

: ...,Ku.nrcnrwmr. Dokmaiphur was
.mcna 2uiley of murdering and robbing
8¢ Thipphaya Bangprapha, 36, teacher

Pt

in Bangprahan- distriet, Ayuddhaya pro-
vince on September 22, 1931

Five cases of death sentences
involving 12 detainees were reported
during Janvary to March 1984. However,
10 of them were commuted to life ime-
prisonment, 50 years or less than 50
years. :

-~ Mrs.Bemjowanm Namsal, 34, Mrs.
Parichart Phumnard,40,Mz.Samnleng Nag-
hom, 32, Mrs.Kroag Sukcharoen, 49, Mr.
Khum Thoung Yoo,52, and Mr.Bovorn Tham~

mawat, 53, who were found guiley of
murderingMiss Kusuma Thammawat,3Z, the

first, second and sixth .defendants’
niece who owned a market on Phaholyo-
thin Rd., Don Muang, Bangkok on the
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night of Sep.30, 1983, They had con~
flicts over the ownership of the mar-
ket. The forth defendant was released
and the rest had their sentences com~
muted te life imprisonment due to
their confessions.

= Pol.Pvt.Pramote Sawasdee,25,Mr.

Anond Suksa-ad, 24, Mr.Semnuk Somboon,
20, and Mr.Somchal Womgsiri, 18, were
sentenced to death after the  court
found them guilty of robbingand mur

dering 2 mother and her daughter in
their shop in Makhamyong sub-—district,
Cicy disrrier,Chonburi province on Feb.
14, 1983, However, the first two sen—
tences were commuted to life impriscon-
went due to confessions. The other two
prisonérs, due to their age, had their
sentences commuted to 50 years.

= Mr.Intha Khanthama, My.Boonlert

Inthratri, Mr.Sawas Duecnpgkoew ond Mr.

Mongkorn Phuengsacng were found gullty

of trafficking in herein weighing 44.

880 kgs., together with & colonel of

the Northern  Anti-drugs Division.amd
another person who are still at large.

The four defendants were arrested in a
hotel in Bangkek on May 12, 1981. The
first defendant was sentenced to death,
the second to life imprisomment, the
other twe to 50 wears due to thelr
confessions.

= Mr.Suchat Hetraksa was  seo-
tenced to death on charges of rasping a
glrl, aged around 12 years old, and
killing her in the wood near a village
of Kapaw sub-district, Kiriratnikhom
discrice, Surat Thani, on Qct.4, 1983,
He later hanged the girl to cover his
crime and fled the scene. However, he
surrendered to the authoxrities in Feb-
rearyl984 and confessed to everycharge,
thus his sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment.

- Mr.Kiatsak Phanthusa, 28, eX-
guard of the Central Prison in Chieng-
mai province, was sentenced to death
after being found gullcy of master
minding a plar in which 2 man was
hired te kill his step parents,so that
he could inherit cheir propertics on
July 28, 1982,
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7 Eviction of  Nakhen Sawan

L . Villapers Case -
om Omwm . CCRS, collaborating with other
‘groups concerced, has continued to
mnei.aﬁ assilstances and support to the
‘viliagers a3 required. (See more
details in  Report on Eviction of Na-
Thon Sowan _Viilogers in this issde.)

3. Seminar on  "Human Rights Prome

tion in the Northeast"

The rationale for this seminar is
hat mwest human rights  vieclatious
ccur up country, where peeple lack
informarion and access to due process
“of 1ow.CGRS ‘deems it proper to promote
mderstanding of human rights and find
ays to protect the rights' of the
‘Norrheasterners,as well as to organize
egal aid system.A seminar on "Human
Rights Promotion in the Northeast” co—
gpouscred by the Cenrral Legal Ald
nstitution, the Lawyers Club in Khon
Kaen and CGRS 1s in its preparatory
steps. ‘It will be held during May 5-6
dn Khon Kaen. Cases of misuse of
‘power by the suthorities especially
& police, which were documented by
(GRS last year, were summarized and
will be presented to the seminar far
firther discussion.

Human Rights Activities .
1. Visiting and Helping mnu_.mo.ua?
and Providieg Legal Add

In additicn to 5 centinuing
left from last year, during the fimgp
three months of 1984 CGRS has provi
legal aid for 3 cases inveling 20

talnces. One is the case of alght

Northeastern girls

from Udorn Thagl
between 14~19 years old, working
small T- shirt factezy io Bangkok..Dw
wore arrested on the charge of colls
borating in the murder of thei
ployer, whose dead body was found &
sack dumped in the province of Samf
Sakhon in August last year. They weti
detained together with the cumployer
wife arrested in the same case in S
mut Sakhon.Thongbai Thongpao, the.
yer defending the case, sald som
them were threatened ianto making coF
fessiona, while others were not askd trlp to Phuket, during Feb.2-4, Five
any questlons but were made to wsm forced prostitutes were burned to death
their fingerprints taken. The 3@ there when a fire brokew~out in a bro-
case concerns Mr.Wichai WongchusapWEL rye; on Jam.30. A number - of pecple
was beaten te death after belag am 1nvolve,

cd In mid-July,1983. CORS hag provilf d dn the case were laterviewed.
assgistances Lo his relatives to ¥
the police and ask for  compensatids
{Sece more details in Malpractice
the Police in this issue.) The
one 18 the case of 11 vendors
were arrested in May,1983 on cha
of. raping, robbery and murdering
womznt in Samut Songkram province-
case, however, was dropped in
this year.

4. Facr finding on forced prostitu-
tion in Phuket

CGRS with groups concermed with
's rights, went on a face finding

Rurz) Development Activities

In 1983, ' CGRS conducted surveys
in 6 model villages in the target pro-
vince, Ubonrajthani,which of 16 north-
eastern provicees, i3 kmowo to bhe
mostly composed. of poor areas. North-
eastern migrants in varlous places in
Bangkok and industrial proviaces were
interviewed. CGRS also collected- docu-
ments and research. papers to  study
this problem and sought fox coopera-
tion with both public and private
institutions concerned with' the migra-
tion  problem and  job
programes

In 1984, five small projects have
been carried out during the first 3
wenths, four up country and one in
Bangkok . :

1. Training Programme for the Yourh

Four young people were selected
by the wvillagers of Songkhon village
themselves and were sent for training
in_welding and bicyecles repairing
teckiques. But, only two of them  did
attend the tratning programme which
started in the beginoing of Januarxy
and. lasted for .3 wonths #n 2 local
workshops im Ubonrajthani. A small
workshop dealing with metal work and
bicyele repairs will be set up after=
wards In the village,with support from
CCRS at” the beginning.

2. Nurrition Propramme

The nutrition problem: - in  the
village was discussed and tackled. 40
children in Songkhon village partici-
pated In a nutritfon programme or—
ganlzed every Saturday since December
1983, Each child has to contribute 2
baht each time. Their mother also par—
ticipate ia preparing lunch for them.

3. Simple Media Service

In order to disseminate informa-
tion on social problems and comscien—
tize local people, simple media, c.g.
posters, slide series etc., are pro—
vided to groups and {Individuals in
Ubonrajthandi.

4. Experiment on  Producrion of
Forzilizer

During February to March 15, an
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experiment in producing fertilizer
from water hyacinth was carried out in
a province mot far from Bangkok as. the
first step for promoting a lecal in=
dustry.

PR

The Apperpriate- Techuology As—
sociation (ATA) was requested to join
and cooperate in this project.However,
the experiment was not satisfactory be
cause of too much water content which
was partly due to the materials. Thus
nore experiments and survey have to
be carried on.

5. Trainlng Programme for Migrants

In order to provide useful infor-
mations for northeastern migrants,CGRS
together with the Thal Interreligious
Committee for Development — organized
a  training  programme every  week
end In March in Bangkok. The training
programme alsé aimed at providing an’'
copportunity for them to exchange idcas
and experiences and discuss way te help
each other and for wreligious fnstitu-
tion namely the monks and temple to

help country people. The inform,
provided to the migrants includeq
development and cultural adapeagy;
Lobour protection law, health car,
an introduction to the aotivi feg . :

some, NGOS. : L ,

About 30 Northeastern gy
(most of them from Ubenrajthant)
ing in Bangkok .and nearby 1indug
provinces attended the programme
training progromme will continue
will be organized according to thg
quirement of migrants.
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Religious Activities

An evaluation of
for Youth"”
duriang January 13«15 at a
Rayong province. Although
has been volced about problems ..
the audie visual focilities and
legtures were rtather difficule r
derstand. However,most of the part
pants realized the importance of . e
dhism as a way -and means for in : . v T . . , . o
dual and social develepment. They ‘ :
posad to continue the programme. wh
will provide opportunities for
changing views and Buddhist prac
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